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ABSTRACT

| am an Aboriginal historian andthis thesisis a narrativeof my personalresearchourney.
Figurativelyspeaking] travelledinto the past as genealogisaind traced my four Aboriginal
grandparentiamily lines to as far back as | could go in the written historic record, whash w
just after the settlement obrthernNew South Wales. But it was thestorian who slowly
returned from the past to the present, unearthing interesting, turbulent and surprising histories
to be placed within the context of Australian and Aboriginaionys The scopeof this thesis
spansfive generationsand examinesmy a n c e slived expeéience from witnessingthe
continuing encroachmenbf white settlement to segregationon Australian Government
Aboriginesreservesto the control of the Aborigines ProtectionBoard to the eventualexodus

to the city, to radicalisationand the fight for land rights to Aboriginal advancemenand
creativeexpressionand onwards.The connectionof this pastchronologyto presenttimes
culminateswith my own historian 6egjehistoire, thus creatingan unbrokenumbilical and

historicalconnectiorto time immemorial.

The key contribution of this thesisis the disclosureof copiousamountsof (previously
unaccessedirchivesTheseAboriginesProtectiorBoard(laterthe AboriginesWelfareBoard)
archives detail the reprehensiblemaltreatmentof Aboriginal people and the astounding
incompetenceof theseAustralian Governmentbodiesin their destructivedeterminationto
control Aboriginal lives. Australian Securityand Intelligence Organisatiorfiles revealthat
governmensurveillanceof myfamily memberslid notendafterthe AborigineswelfareBoard
wasabolishedn 1969.The primaryachievemenof this thesisis theillumination of the long-
term struggleof Aboriginal peopleto wrestaliving free from AustralianGovernmentontrol
and surveillance.To finally live in this country on equalfooting, with the samerights and
conditionsas nortindigenousAustralians.Scholarly multi-generational Aboriginal family
history researchwith intensearchival researchon Aboriginal individuals and their entire
experiencehroughtime, illuminatesmuchmorethanwhatwe alreadyknow aboutAboriginal
history. Additionally, it is only whenthis kind of historicalresearchs placedinto the cosmic,
big-history contextthat we fully understandoth the cataclysmiceffect of colonisationon

IndigenousAustraliansandther tremendousurvivalefforts struggleandcontinuingrecovery.
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| ntroduction

One nightin 2008 | was about to go to bed when the phone rang. The call was from
my Uncle in Sydney. He sounded incredulous, so | anticipated a significant reason
for his unexpected, late night contact.

61l 6ve just been on t heé giwhied Bostackworhana Bost o
fromAJ6s side of the family. You wonot belie
side of the family!d

Immediately | knew he was referring to Augustus John Bostock, nynthgenous
greatgreatgrandfather whom he had nicka me d.6 6 A U A cinesl that xhe |

el der | y c avasl Taeima Birrefl lBumteer family name, like ours, was

Bostock. He explained that Thelma was an avid genealogist who had theced

Bostock family tree for oveBOy e ar s . She knew her familyo
grandfate r 6 s cousi n, Au,dhuiagdt udést akemn ubBo swiotchkd an
woman in the 1800s, but skié notknow if there were any descendants from that

union. Incredibly (after seeing a photograph online of this obviously Aboriginal man

with the Bostock sumame) she tracked down my Uncle, and in their first
conversation she told him that she had traced the Bostock family line back to the

1600s in England.

60Guess who our whncte deliberatelyepausen fos effestebefae? 6
he blurted outp T hveereslavea r ader s! A coupl e of generat.i
Can you believe it? Imagine that!é

Adeep,loudbelly augh erupted down the |IThasee, and h
white ancestors of ours must be rolling in their graves knowing we towurted be a
mob of bl ackfellas! o

0 Conversion with myJncle, the late Gerald Bostock.
How the Bostock Name Came to Australia

Up until thattimgAugustus John Bostock was known to u
us our family named, but whhesfamilyhistos,abuwning hi s n
desire to find out more was ignitedniade contact with Mrs Thelma Birrell in 2008 wisdre
was70yearsold. Forove80y e ar s she had travell ed around B
states many times to compile her trove of archival and church records. | met with her several

times and she was thrilled that | was interested in her vamidk,so proud to gift me a copy of



her selfpublished bookMerchantsMar i ner s ¢é .t Thenm explaimed Roshe s

had been able to trace the Bostock family hackn ironmonger called Jonathan Bostock, who

lived in Chester in latseventeentitentury England. Jonathan Bostock was the father of Peter,
Peter was the father of Robert, and Robert w
slave traders who operated ships out of Liverpool to Sierra Leone, and from there traded slaves

to Ameica and Cuba. When slave trading was abolished, the British Government tracked down
Robert Jr, arrested him and sentenced hidtdtgy e ar s Ot ransportationd t
Bostock and his business partner John McQueen were the only two people évédralveen
6transportedq tradingAHoweverthey imanmagéddorsecard Eanddnertly

after they arrivedn Australiaand after establishing a merchant business, Robert moved to

Van Diemends Land (| ater Thdomvneg fhatavds alblewer bec ar

knew about Robert Bostock until the work of Emma Christopher rgcanfaced.

Slave trade historiaBmma Christopher wrote a book callegtedom in Black and White: The

Story of the lllegal Slave Trade and its Global Legatput RobertBostock and John

Mc Queends We s-tradidgfbusiness their arest byethe BritiGbvernmentthe

court case where five African slaves testified against them, their transportation to the colony,

and their lives in this country after they weredqmared® It is a compelling read. | found it quite
confronting and distressing to read the details of my own fagrétg r andf at her 6 s ¢
against African people, his coohdcallousslave r adi ng practices and hi

burstingwithsickk nd angui shed captivesbo.

I met my friend Emma Christopher back in 2008 and today, now that | am also a historian, |
can fully understand her surprised delight when Thelma Birrell told her about the Aboriginal

branches of the Bostock family. As my uncleserved, it is indeed an ironic twist of fate that

! Thelma Birrell,Mariners Mer c hant s ¢é (Katwana QLD GCampbell Printingself Published),
1993), 3133.

2 |bid., 31i 33.

3 Emma Christophefreedom in White and Black: A Lost Story of the lllegal Slave Trade and Its Global
Legacy(Madison, Wisconsin: The University @Visconsin Press, 2018).

4 bid., back cover. Chicago stykndorses the use of hyphenation to eliminate confusion in writing genealogical
terms, but does not specify a standard of how to refer to agnadit relative. Some people use ordinal
numbers to describe ancestors (e.t.greatgrandfather), whileotair s use O6four times gr ea
i s more common -greatgmwatdradatgr podf abbeedt agr yrodifratof erud .t hH
your d@reagurraanhdf at her 6 because of the four tsfamames 06gr ec
O6grageatyr andparentsdé6 in this thesis and anyone earlie
discussion on this topic can be foundtps://gegbound.com/gregteatgreatsquestionstyle/.



among the slave traderds mul titudinous pr oc

descendants.

It seems a travesty of justice that after they arrived in Sydney Cove brd#fatigablen late

April 1815, Bostock and McQueen landed on their feet and deftly began new lives free from
hardship® Unlike other convicts who were allotted as private servants for settlers in outlying

areas (such as Liverpool, Parramatta or Windsor), or as labour for theyc@los wor k s, Bo:
and McQueen remained in Sydndyew South Wales (NSW)There Governor Lachlan

Macquarie, whose vision was to establish Sydney on seaborne trade, utilised the expertise that
Bostock and McQueen offerédChr i st opher r eppatanities Macuarie , O0Th
offered to convicts were so controversial that in 1819 Britain sent out Commissioner John
Brigge to investigate what on Earth was goingeorBrigge was horrified by what he found:

l ax rule and littleriggebseaagivalultNE&WOwaP®Pr
for convicted men to start over again, so Bostock and McQueen had plenty of time to set
themselves up comfortably before Brigge cariéere was huge demand for imported goods

and luxury items, and Bostock aiMtQueen became wealthy merchants. In June i85

ship Fanny brought news that Napoleon Bonaparte had surrendered, and alongside news of

Wellingtonds victory weréd Bostock and McQuee

Correspondence about the RrdiMoQueen Relgepdonndins par
the Historical Records of AustralthLater, Robert and his new young bride Rachel left Sydney

and moved to Van Diemends Landll¢hilden. grelimaz al | ed
Birrell s geneal ogi cal rgeeatgramdfathkr Aagustud dohni s e s
Bostockwa Robert and Ra c h'%BirellBlsogddane thal Augugtusalohm s o n .

was orphaned dtl years of age, so the family sent him to England to be educated atthywe

5 say the plur a6 becancke G oa yk @loisieo®ck, Augustus Jo
Northern Territory, Australia, and had children wit
FIB[ful-bl ood] 6. According to the f ariginalwomeniSee had more c¢
ChristopherFreedom in White and Black23.

6 ChristopherFreedom in White and Black47.

" lbid., 148 49.

8 bid., 149.

% lbid., 149.

10pid., 159.

“Commonweal t h Gov e rHistorcal Recards of Austmliceres livalume & July 1813 to
December 1815, Despatchesdéd, ed. The Library Committ
Commonwealth Parliament), 60&03.

12 Birrell, Mariners Merchantsé then Pioneers38.



private boarding school ariet later returned to Australia at the agel8fyears old-3 It is not

known when Augustus John Bostock travelled north to Bundjatountry, but around the

age of27 years old he married my gregteatgrandmother. | knovthis because on his death
certificatei n t he section marked O6Marriages: Where
ma r r,theecdresponding details recorded wélreeed River, about 27, One My otherwise

Clara Wollumbir@!*Her name, this record andchetr archival documents support my claim that

she was a traditional Aboriginal woman from the Wollumbin/Mt Warning people.

| realised that if | could trace my ancestors from the present day back to Augustus John Bostock
and connect my Aboriginal familyhstr y | i ne wi th Thel mads whit e,
line, | would create an unbroken Bostock family line freeventeentitentury England to the

present day. That realisation was the beginning of my research journey to find out more about

my ancesta. | have included my gregteatgr andf at her Augustus John

here becausemyndnn di ge nous a nlwaughtintorthe@nclusionsotthasthgsisi s
Topic/Research Focus/Investigation

Thel mads pr es eknowdetge of the wdadeh mdmdigean@us Bostock family
genealogy broughmy attention to mylimtedk nowl edge of my own f ami
raised a lot of questions for me. When | asked my parents questions about our family history,

| was surprised bydw little they knew, not just about the family tree but also the everyday life

and experiences of my grandparents and other ancestors. | recall when | was in my early teens

| asked my father what a mission was, and | remember him saying bluntly thatat wasr a c i st
pl ace where blackfell as “thinkéwas awgys eugaudabodt f r om
where we came from, but was notuntil | met Thelma in my migiOsthat my dormant

curiosity was suddenly reawakened. After researching the Bostotlyfine from the present

to the past, and successfully constructing a family tree that connected the Aboriginal Bostocks

with the British Bostocks, | gained the confidence to expand my research to more family lines.

13 Thelma Birrell, Personal Conversation, 17 MN2909.

“QLD Government, o6Death Certificate for Augustus Johr
QLD: QLD Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1927).
B®Throughout this thesis, | us evhitefblladan d |l ldac & UTiessdl ,a sAbor i ¢

are treated by Aborigines as harmless racial nicknames that Aborigines use to describe themselves and non
Indigenous people. They are not racial slurs. They are just conversational terms, proper nouns without
capitalisation. Accading toThe Chicago Manual of Stylerhen referring to racial categories and writing the

w o r dhites) whiie peoplé§ blagkHo rbladk peoplé these are to be written in lower case (Chicago
Manual of Style, 16th ed., 8.39, p. 402). Thesuffik e | | as® i s Aboriginal sl ang f
(e.wvhitefellad = 6éwhi t e bldcikddllddoavts6a c ka nfde 6] ows 6, as i n O6whit



Specifically, | wanted to trace eaah f my four Aboriginal grandpe

back as possible in the written historic record.

Initially, my research questionwas simppyHow di d my ancestobdd sur v
as | began to delve more deeply into my family histtig, research question for this multi
generational investigation needed to become more complex to encompass thhistaccal

scale of history, as well as the immensity of the research findings within it. My research
guestion morphed over time to becond€an an Aboriginal family history, over several
generations, illuminate something more than what has already been done in conventional

scholarship on Aboriginal histodyand if so, what®

I n 2009, Ann Curthoys and AnnriardcaGsomdtimeshber ot e
sceptical of family histories, seeing them a
that in the last decade the status of family history research has been considerably elevated by
scholars who combine it with methodologifsacademic social and cultural histdiTanya
Evasigsrooundbr eaki ng | our n aTheRadical Patental oféF8milg r e t s
Hi storyd articulated how she was intrigued ©b
categorised as different, our needs and requirements dichotomised by cultural institutions
within which we worked on some of the same sources and where we sharedegsphe

suggests that the findings of family historians disrupt many of our assumptions about:the past

The construction of a family tree, the discovery of manifold secrets and lies, throw

into question the solidity not only of the history of family, cladatrenships and the

power relations between men and women but also of the history of nation and

empire®
Evans believes that it if you are passionate about the democratisation of historical knowledge
then it is crucial that outputs of research be as braading as possible, targeting professional
anda mat eur hi storians. She argues the approp
shown towards the motivation, methods and findings of family historians as some innovative

Australian historians have begtino  '8Am &cademic who could be described as one of those

18 Ann Curthoys and Ann McGrathjow to Write History that People Want To R¢&gdrey, NSW: University
of NSW Press, 2009), 39. Ann McGrath herself wrote in her comments on my draft that that comment is
now somewhat outdated now for the reasons | have described.

“"Tanya Evans, 06Secrets and Li es HistahyhorkdRepddumal, noPot ent i @
1 (2011): 49.

18 1bid., 51.

91bid., 68.



6i nnovative historiansdé is Gr ae rhaestRBlations:s on, é
Fortunes of My Fami | y? Davisonstatesitt v satl i lneéd s 6 tGroil el nt
account of not just what happened to the f e
di scoveryo. lalso ren@ried that fanaily history enabled Honwrite with a

6di stinctive voiced that allowed him to 6exp
has when they come upon unexpected discover.i

a similar voice and consider myself to be aniAbog i n a | 0 atcealdleemiéc. st ory

A strong point that Davison wanted to make to his fellow academics is that he could not have

told his family history story five years earlier where it not for (at that timey online

databases like Trove (National Librasf/Australia), omineteentkcentury British newspapers,

or the online records of British parliamentary papers. Davison was impressed with the quality

of the family histories he had read and r esfg
of genealg i c a l dlestahehddded t hat they O&édsometin
understanding the significance of what they
academic historians bring more to understanding the larger contexts in which peaplario/e

find clues to why they acted as they did. Davison observed that accounts become much less
conjectur al 6i f you wunderstand al l the pres:

the i meod.
Aim

| wanted to know o6all the pressures that wer
people tihoughout every era of this historical chronology. Like Eydns r e cogni sed t h
pictures are const r ua&andacourse indiviguals thatememdfrom i t t |
varied social classes, genders and races and from within specific socr@mic and cultural

contexts need to be our foctfg his thesis is a contribution to scholarly family history research

that specifically focuses on Aboriginal individuals and graijpsemerge from the nethermost

depths of Australian social, economiolipical and cultural contexts. All the parts of this thesis

are connected by the following underlying aims that | wanted to achieve.

20Graeme Davisor, o st Rel ati ons: Fortunes of(Crtdus NdstaMSWI y 1 n Aus
Allen & Unwin, 2015).

2’Sarah Trevor, O6Lost Rel attiromlsi:a s rGaolndkesn oXgeMy Graars rmey
Sarah Trevor abTracas31Hicteber®@® Bo o k 6,
2Evarmecre®&ts and Liesb, 68.



The primary aim of this thesis was to investigate and give testimony to the lived experiences
of my ancestors (and otheb#ériginal people) so that future generations would know who they
were and where they came from. Second, | wanted to produce egendtiational, academic
Aboriginal family history research project
p e o plivesl @xperiences within the context of Aboriginal and Australian history. Lastly, |
wanted to construct an authoritative project that would be conducive to the elevation of the
academic status of family history research by providing a valuable contribbatioe discipline

of history.
Objective

Therefore the objective of this thesis is to present an academic example of Aboriginal family
history research with enough evidence to answer the research gdigbtibis, to authenticate

that scholarly Aboriginalamily history researchantransform our perceptions of Aboriginal
Australiang® and that this kind of broascale, multigenerational approach to Aboriginal
family historydoesbring to our attention more than what we already know about Aboriginal

history.
Indigenous Methodologies

Li nda Tuhi wabecobnsing Maihsdolbges Research and Indigenous Peoples

is considered a groundbreaking benchmark text within the field of Indigenous research.
Looking through the eyes of the colonised, it is a teastory to Western ideas about the
pursuit of knowl edge. Tuhi wai Smith under st
privileges that were embedded in imperial expansionism and colonisation and institutionalised

in academic disciplines, schoolyyc r i cul a, uni VETrushiitwiad s Sami d hpesy
guashes the notion that research medtare culturdree. She brings attention to the ways that
imperialism isembeddedn disciplines of knowledge and calls for Indigenous researchers to

take control over our ways of knowing and being by decolonising our methodologies. It is a
powerful critique of Western (or in antipodean terms) European research methodologies that
alienate norEur opean races and cultures as the 060

|l ndi genous concepts was first establi hed as

23 Linda Tuhiwai SmithDecolonising Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Pedhidsed (London, UK:
Zed Books, 202), Foreword



Orientalism: Western Concepts of the Orientwh en he wr ote about the

the Arab and Islamic world. Said came to the conclusion that

Modern thought and experience has taught us to be sensitive to what is involved in
representation, istudying the Other, in racial thinking, in unthinking and uncritical
acceptance of authority and authoritative ideas, in soalitical role of intellectuals,

in the great value of a sceptical critical consciousness. Perhaps if we remember that
the studyof human experience usually has an ethical, to say nothing of a political,
consequence in either the best or worst sense, we will not be indifferent to what we
do as scholar¥

Al so citing the work of Said, Tuhi wai Smith
between the interests and ways of knowing the West andtdrests and ways of resisting of

t he Ot h e, indigenousaeopl® Iy New Zealand, stories about researchers and their
research in Indigenous communities were intertwined with stories about all other forms of
colonisation and injustice, where culil protocols were broken, small tests failed, values
negated and key people ignored. Research 6to
woul d not wor k, and made car e? v Aldsialian pe o p |
examples of researchbgin a O0site of significant struggl e
knowing of the Westd and Ab oAustgliamlastitutepoé op | e
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander StudieSIATSIS) National Indigenous Research
Conferencen early July 2019. Traditional Owner Descendants of the Willandra Lakes area (in
NSW) presented a paper titled 6Towards a Rig
Lake Mungo and t#He Willandra Lakesod.

There are three tribal groups with traditionastie the Willandra Lakes Region, the Barkindji,
the Mutthi Mutthi and the Ngyimpaa, and along with sympathetic National Parks and Wildlife
Services representatives, the elders spoke emotionally about the pain they experienced at the

actions of a noiindigenous researché?.The researcher did not speak to key elders from all

24 Edward SaidQrientalism: Western Concepts of the Ori€#95 Reprint With AfterwordjLondon, UK:
Penguin Books, 1995), 327.

25 Tuhiwai Smith,Decolonising Methodologieg.

26 |bid., 3.

2TA1 ATSI S, O6Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Tor
Confer ence 2nhps.RaiatBis.govepu/sitendefault/files/docs/neawwd
events/events/Conferences/2019/ANIRC2019 Program_WEB.pdf.

2Coomonweal th Department of Environment, Sport and Ter
Lakes Region World Heritage Property Plan of Manage
Consultants, 1996https://www.environment.nsw.gov.almhedia/OEH/CaporateSite/Documents/Parks
reservesandprotectedareas/Type®f-protectedareas/sustaininthe-willandralakesregionworld-heritage
propertyplanmanagemen1996.pdf.



three tribal groups and received his univer s
engagement with unauthorised Aboriginal people. The Aboriginal elders were incredulous
when they discovered that he had written a bidtegd Made in Africa: Hominin Explorations

and the Australian Skeletal Evidenckhis book refers to the ancient Abdrigl skeletal
remains of their ancestors O6Mungo Ladyodé and
traditional land at Lake Mungo in 1968 and 19#spectively The researcher described the
Aboriginal ancestors as representimgdern humans at the enéitbeir 20,000 km journey

from Africa. The elders at the conference, however, felt that their ancestors were

mi srepresented because these tribal groups h

passionately stated t#at 6éwe have al ways bee

At the same conference, Aboriginal researchers Tyson Yunkaporta and Donna Moodie
expressed how university approval of their research methodology was also a site of struggle.
They presented papercalled6 Though't Ritual : An I ndimgenous

Researchod it hat proposed

A standalone Indigenous data analysis tool that is a hybridisation of ancient oral
culture practice and contemporary thought experiment, grounded in Aboriginal
protocols of communal knowledge production that are aligned witkciptes of
complexity theory. It represents a significant departure from Western academic
approaches while promoting high levels of intellectual rigour. It also offers the
intriguing possibility of examining neindigenous datgets using an Indigenous
Knowledge process, potentially resolving the issues described by Walters (2005) of
quantitative data being largely ignored to date in Indigenous res€arch.

Moodie is working on a project about better engagement processes between Indigenous and
nortindigenouspeople in the field of Natural Resource Management in the Social Sciences.

She wanted to use Indigenous methodolgdiieswhen it came to her data analysis she became
stuck. She said that she felt |i ke whomas had 6
going to mark the thesis, and what Aadigenous methodology she should be using for data

anal ysi so. Moodi e confided in Yunkaporta who
Ritual Indigenous Data Analysis method. Yunkaporta explained &btiference that, before

it was finally approved, his research methodology was rejected by their university on numerous

2% See also Ann McGrath and Mary Anne Jebb, édasg History, Deep Time: Deepeningsktiries of Place
(Canberra, ACT: ANU Press and Aboriginal History Inc., 2015) Introduction, and Chapters 13 and 14.

®Tyson Yunkaporta and Donna Moodie, 6Thought Ritual:
Paper presented at tA@ATSIS National Indigenous Research Conference Brisbane, 29I Gardens
Point Campus, Brisbane, QLDiA July 2019. The Walter (2005) <citati
Power of the Data wit hi Austtaliad AbgrigimbStudied Re & €606)c h Pr act i



occasions. He told the audience with cheeky
met hodol ogy, and vy ondhdddovresubriit youbveokk severaetimese t e d
then youbre not doing Indigenous methodol ogi

In his bookDisciplining the Savages and Savaging the Disciplintstin Nakata, an academic

from the Torres Strait Islands, discussed how to undertake analysis that elucidates the

|l ndi genous experiences at t he 0 t lmdigénous a | i n
Standpoint Theory. Indigenous Standpoint Theory is an Indigenised version of the original
Feminist Standpoint Theory that emerged in the 19704.88@s. This theory articulated that
practices of knowl edge pr ashsrationalplogical duteomesi s e d
of the natural order of things, when in fact they were socially constructed positions that were
outcomes of particular forms of social organisations that supported the position and authority

of men over wo nheony@hen b8darmenudqu @s an rhethd@rwfuiry by a

diversity of marginalised groups whose accounts of experience were either subyatfated

or excludedrom academic knowledge production.

For Indigenous scholars, Nakata summarises Standpoint Thedraas met hod of i N
process for making intelligible the corpus of objectified knowledge about us as it emerges and
organi ses wunder st an ¥ Nakaja poposed anrindifgenouseStlandpoing | i t |
Theory thatan generate accounts of Indigenous people in contested knowledge afbaicks

agency to peopleacknowledges the everyday tensions, complexities and ambiguities as the

very conditions that produce d@hpossibilities in spaces between Indigenous and non

Indigenous position¥

Il n these ways, he believed that we can put f
untangle ourselves from conditions thelpt del i
see ourselves with some charge of the everyday, and to help understand our varied responses

to the cofomi anlerworalpkd. titled O06Towards an |
T h e ¢ Abgriginal academic Aileen MoreteRobinson outlines an Ingie nous Wo meno

Standpoint Theory, but not before critiqgquin

31 Martin NakataDisciplining the Savages, Savaging the Discipli(@anberra, ACT: Aboriginal Studies Press,
2007), 215.

32 1hid., 216.

33 bid., 217.
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|l ndi genous Womenés Standpoint Theofewale gener a

knowledges and experiences.

While MoretorRobinson acknowledges Nakab s wor k as an i mportant
contribution to Indigenous Standpoint Theory, she felt that his version was deimder

perhaps because it is centred on his knowing as a Torres Strait Islander man. {Rotetmon
argues that wsheancdmmotgehlonneswmandé and finds i
gender from his Indigenous Standpoint Theory, he actually produces an Indigenous form of
patriarchal knowledge that is the same kind of patriarchal knowledge production that feminists
reviewad. She saidd One of the strengths of feminist St
bet ween theory, politics and practise and tF

embodied and Pived experienced.
MoretonRobinson proposes an Indigendi® me nés St andpai nt Theory

constituted by our sovereignty and constitutive of the interconnectedness of our

ontology (our way of being), our epistemology (our way of knowing), and our

axiology (our way of doing). It generates its problematics thinoindigenous

womends knowledge and experiences acknowl ¢
will situate us in different power relations and effect our different individual
experiences under social, political, historical and material conditions that wee sha
consciously or unconsciousty.

According to MoretorRobinson, the patriarchal white sovereignty and its continual denial of

our sovereignty is an o6omnipresenced that o
6tactical s ubj e ccentres depepding upahe kindswoé gppression t6 bee
confronted within anShe udaddsset hbautr veeo nmonmcuann tpiree
and perform according to the protocols of the white patriarchal academy while simultaneously
chal l engi n ¢°ThetWillandepLakestEllense ahd Yunkaporta and Moodie are just

two examples of 150 papers presented by Aboriginal practitioners of Indigenous knowledges

at the AIATSIS National Research Conference that did exactly that.

Tuhi wai Smithoés book rchél adisteraenig & way that empowkrs t e  p

Indigenous researchers to be true to their Indigeneity. She said she wrote her book for the

34 Aileen MoretoARo bi nson, &éTowards an | ndi gAustaliandemistme nds St an
Studie28, no. 78 (2013): 339.

35 1bid., 340.

36 |bid.
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growing number of researchers who, like me, identify themselves as Indigenous and want to

ot el |l our st or ioeusr ionwno upru ropwns ewsady. fTohrer e exi s
give testimony to and restore a spirit. 0The
not the same thing as the discipline of history, and so our accounts crash and collide into each

ot h%r 0.

My Methods and Methodology

When | began my research, | imagined that my family history would be easily inserted into the
context of Aboriginal and Australian histd@rythat photographs of my ancestors would be

pinned on or between year markers on the timéliaed that my project woulde a horizontal,
pastto-present, twedimensional chronology. But | discovered that changing the lens of the

site imbued history with a kind of thremensional solidity. Similarly, Tom Griffiths, in his

book The Art of Time Travel: Historians and The@raft, described time as having a

6t opographyo. He stated that historians O0o0f
medi umo, and he added that O6Australian histc
finding that it has a topograpayn d  hi st o ®fhisot hirte® adwm&.nsi onal
0t opographyo, endooking at hisiorydrona differgnt perspectives, using a
variety of angles and approaches. I n trackin
were fequent vertical ascents from people and places, and descents to different people and
places on theolonial landscape. Swoather than a dull linear chronology, this movement
engenders a feeling of &édjourneyingdé with my
historic ground on which we walk. The methods | employ in my thesis are the Gichis®ry

known as micrehistory, macrehistory and big histo and the thesis concludes with this

historiarts autobiographical approach knownegshistoire.

Macro-history was a new approach to the study of history that emerged in France in the late
1920s around the scholarly journAhnalesd 6 h i f£domomigue et socialdhe Annales

School, as it came to be known, grew to be the preeminent tweagiethry movement in

hi storical schol arship. Il ts bol docid grientesa of

captivated historians worl dwi de. Fernand Br

37 Tuhiwai Smith,Decolonising Methodologieg9.
38 Tom Griffiths, The Art of Time Travel: Historians and Their Créarlton, VIC: Black Inc., 2016), 7.
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school®® Throughout his life, Braudel championed the multiplicity of time and the need for
historians to look beyond&ocial timé or I'histoire événementielléhe history of events, in

order toembracela longue durégthe slowermmoving structures and cycles of centufiés.
Centurywise, in norindigenous recorded history, Australia is relatively young in comparison

to European countriesp in my research | refer to madncstory as any scale of history after
colonisation that is not micrbistorical. While David Christian describes blgi st ory as 6
longestdurée |, I woul d descr i-thies tmyr yp rfacrt Atskeliao ft heasci
appropriatedurééda s omewhat c¢condens dadongueduredTiese are f Br a
the larger scales of Australian history, for example, from colonisation to the present day, or

from Federation to the present, or the span of the Aborifir&ection era, and so on.

Micro-history developed as a response to Fernand Braudel and the French Annaledi&chool
practices of the methodological significance of kbvegue duréeand macrehistory, and its
emphasis on plural time. The Italiamcrohidoria, applied to the short term and was associated
with such figures as Carlo Ginzburg, Giovanni Levi and Edoardo Grendi. What has come to be
known asmicrohistoriain lItaly is not a school, but has been described by one of its main
practitioners as @&ommunity of stylé Through what Carlo Ginsburg refers to as a process of
¢equalization of individualy serial history disregards particulars and cognitivelyognises

only what is homogenous and comparable. Itah@orohistorianshave engaged a highly
experimental and, indeed, eclectic set of historiographical practices whose common thread is a
self-conscious reduction in the scale of observation. They embrace the singular, the peculiar,
the out of serieandthe anomalous, and engage in close analyislEghly circumscribed
phenomena, such as a village commuratgroup of familiesor an individual person, event,

or object. However, their concern with reduction in scale is not a preoccupation with the local
and smaliscale systems. As Giovanni Leviites, Gt becomes immediately obvious that even

the apparently minutest action of, say somebody going to buy a loaf of bread, actually
encompasses the far wider sy % Ra&hertoefreductoe wh ol
i n scal eb6s miureyoonstyanobssrved factons. & lwscro-historical practice

entails intense methodological and historiographical experimentation with theeshorthe

local and the particular. The radical reversal of perspective and reduction in scale illuminates

®¥Nicolas Lewkowicon]| :6PRme | An = dlftetesttabHistiony Reviel,me. 2 0 ,
(2011): 25051.

T om Gr iTfafellirtg m ®eep TGmeta Longue Duréé n  Au st r a lAusaatian Himartitiesr y 0 ,
Reviewl8 (June 2000), http://www.australianhumanitiesreview.org/archiveflasmue2000/griffiths4.html.

13



otherwise undisclosed relations and proce$sas. example of micrenistory in this thesis is

close examination of individuals, family groups and the Ajings reserve or mission space.

Big history takes the opposite appdurégach an:
Devel oped by David Christian in the | ate 19
temporal scales. It takes familiar argumeotsthe importance of thiengue duréeind pushes

them to their l i mits by surveying the past
modern scientific scholarship, big history surveys the past on all scales up to those of
cosmology and answerguestions explored in traditional creation stories and universal
histories. Although quite marginal in historical scholarship, in2@Br i sti an st ated
history is attracting increasing interest and holds the promise of a fruitful unification of

di fferent disciplines that *“Ehristignypeli¢vésehatpva st a't
mu st 0l ook beyond the detail s toisée hgwiley fit ar e t
together We need large scales of history if we are to see eactpaof o ffintheubj ect
conclusion of this thes | engage with big history to place my medignerational, largscale

family history research within the much larger cosmological context.

After becoming aware of the scholarly approachesiofo-historyandmacrao history, andbig

history, | stumbledupon the work of Pierre Nora and the methodology of histasansng

of autobiographies calleelgchistoire Ego-histoireis the phrase coined by Nora to describe

the collective product of his advice to historians to write about themselves. In tiution

t o t he GRibliothégoeadedHistirefibrary of Stories) collectiorEs sai s dO EgoO
Histoire (EQo0Hi st ory Essays), Nora describes the ¢
development of a new genre: elistory, a new genre for a new & of historical
consci oNiosrnae ssstbat ed t hat for a century, 0t he
historians to absent themselves from the sc

hidded 6 be hi nd t hei r k n oeslwith@lgnetest torunsaway to some diharr r i ¢ «

period, to only expr @&deaving theeselfaed mere mentohinther g h o
dedication or the preface of a book. Hi st or i
this impersonalityanddiw i t s guarantees | ie on shaky gro

“Dale Tomich, &éThe Or dengue DuréandMerbtir s tcAimanaiki GuarulhofT h e
(2011): 5265.

2David Chri st i angngeéti®iurgnd Bstesreiahisclye: Zeit3chrié fiir
Geschichtswissenschaftgf, no. 2 (2009): 91.

“David Christian, 0 ThedourGaaf World HistorgBo.@ (1991):s283%r y 6 ,
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onebs invol vement with the materi al of fers
objectivityo. Wh a t was a stumbling block be
analysis of existential involvement, rather than moving away from some impartial

investigation, becomes instead*n instrument

| would describe my methodology as utilising the above methods as well as deploying a
combination of both my positions as a history scholar and a ragiee Aboriginal woman
researching her own family history. There is no moral lgglund from which | observe my
subjects and make judgements about them. | am one of them. Through my umbilical cord | am
connected to generations of my ancestors going right back to time immemorial. The duality of

my roles as a family member and also andacaic enables me to highlight nuances of both

positions. I think that i's what Pierre Nor
invol vement 0. I am not conducting an Oi mp
involvemend i s an advartragd ameacaewce dimgth his hi st
I am Ospelling out my i nvol vement 0 and us

understandingbé6.

This employs my own authentic, figgerson, storytelling writing style which includesaving

into it my own personal response and narrating the research prodakeeBuhiwai Smith, |
wanttoot el | our stories in our own way for our
that family historians somet i me signifidareed df er wh
what they have found in the | arger cont ext

successfully place the Aboriginal experience inside the larger historical cthtext.
About the Archives

My primary sources are archives, handwritten lett@@nuscripts, diaries, historic newspaper
articles, photographs and filmBut the most important primary sources that | have collected
are theAborigines Protection BoardAPB)/Aborigines Welfare BoardAWB) personal files

on my ancest ocosdsarelcbhmpletBlyctosed td gublic &cess. They are not in
the public domain of the NSW State Records archives, nor any other library or repository in

“Pierr eflINmtrragd wct i onoHidtorem Hg samisd ad @Eg dNgap&tiephen Muec
Ngapartji: In Turn, in Turn: EgeHistoire, Europe and Indigenous Australeds. Vanessa Castejon, Anna
Cole, Oliver Haag and Karen Hughes (Canberra, ACT: ANU Press, 2014), 21.

“®Trevor,6 Lost Rinteraigwi ons 6,
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the state. They have been locked away by N8N Department ofAboriginal Affairs
(NSWAA)who statetat 6 Due to the personal and sensiti

in these records many of tf#e records are clo

Up until very recently, | did not grasp how precious my family history archives were until |

fully understood the sdrictions that the NSWAA department have placed on accessing Board
records. | asked historian Victoria Haskins questions about the history of thAA&ords

and she graciously sent me a copy of a book chapter that she and her husband, Aboriginal
histoian John Maynardnrote for a 2019 book calledontesting Australian History: Essays

in Honour of Marilyn Laké! Maynard and Haskins are part of a team that includes five
Indigenous academics, and they are working with Ray Kelly, Lawrence Bamblett, Lorena
Barker and Jaky Troy on a study of the NSW APB/AWB. They have searched for archives in

the NSW State Libraryrad the NSW State Records and are currently conducting community
consultation in La Perouse, Redfern, Newcastle, Western NSW asduti@andnorth coasts

of NS W. Al t hough their o6édinterview materi al
disappointrent with archival materials. Both Indigenous and-hondi genous Ogat e
were putting up bar rdeesrssiigrF.orMatyhnea rRle caonrdd OH a sAk i
New South Wales Aborigines Protection Boar (

Protection Board records, and when and why they were removed from public &ccess.

This essay brought my attention work by my Supervisor Ann McGrath that | did not know
about previously. She was part of a Senate Committee on Stolen Wages in 2004. MaiGrath s
there is scant scholarly work on the Indigenous history of NSW, especially government
administration, and she stated that

[this] may be partly explained by permission and access difficulties, especially due to
restricted access to personal recordsthecethical responsibility to preserve privacy.

The process of gaining permission to access records is thus viewed as too high a
hurdle by many researchers, especially early career scholars who often undertake the
most significant research into new sulbgedNVhile changes have been made in the

“%New South Wales Government, OFinding Your Mob: Fami/l
Research Applicationé. Family Records Service (Masc
47 Joy Damousi and Judith Smart, e®ontesting Australiamistory: Essays in Honour of Marilyn Lake
(Clayton, VIC: Monash University Publishing, 2019).
“¥John Maynar d andiFwircttohrei aRertaosrkdion:s ,A 6Hi st ory of the N
Prot ect i oContdting Austrélian History: EssaysHonour of Marilyn Lakeeds. Joy Damousi
and Judith Smart (Clayton, VIC: Monash University, 2019),i B31

16



last ten years to improve this situation, the system needs to become more researcher
friendly to both communitypased and other historical researcliérs.

Haskins and Maynard have been refused permission for their tearcto e ss O6si gni f
sections of material, including the Ward Registers 128,6the correspondence files of the

Welfare Board 194% 9 |, and the recently discovered Ct
Received relating to Aboriginal matters 1988® 6 .  Tnkseon \ghiclo access to them was
refused was because of O6the personabtndeand ser
half decades since the Senate Committeeds Re
Go v e r n seguedtedirgy of archiveslating to theAPB. Although Haskins and Maynard
believe that o6éthe decision of NSWAA refusing
and litigation from Aboriginal community members, rather than because they are hiding
anything itmeyparatyi dthlagar 6t he ongoing secrecy
hi story of the Boardd and o6éreinforces the i.1
are being hi dde n *Histasian Pgten Relhd, also ene gf ihesSupemidors

my panel, has told me many times that he was the last person to have looked at all the records
relating to Aboriginal people held at the architv¢ia s ki ns and Maynard st e
experience does not i ncl ude 15,h183814B.iChiefs Rel ¢
Secretaryds OL emhtiecrhs wReceeidowed ent | y di scoverec
and Maynard explained that historian Heather
1975 when working on her PhD thesis about Aboabland activism, six years before the new

Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs was established. Goodall told Haskins and Maynard that she

had seen the Ward Registers which were o6t wo
of around 800 girlsandboysa ken from their families betwee
that the registers were left in the old Directorate o8B and should have been on restricted

access for 100 years, but somehow a man with the Aboriginal Legal Service, Peter Thompson,
organised for them to be deposited in the NSW State Records unded-tfear access rule,

thus enabling her to research her thesis. It ovdg after the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs

was created in 1981 thatcess tdhe recordsvas restricted tpeople naned on the files, or

their direct descendants.

“YAnn McGrath, O6Reconciling the Historical Accounts: T
Aboriginesdé (Canber r alndighnGus Histoky ANU,12@04)j36.n Centre f or
°Maynard and Haskins, OFor the Record6, 131.

51 personal conversation.
52Maynard and Hasking For t he Recordé6, 132.
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The only reason the NSWAA allowade access to my family membérfiles was on the

condition that | submit proof of a direct genealogical lineage to every person whose file |
applied for. By 0 d | meancthadl could only access my biological grandparents,-great
grandparents and gregteatgr andpar ents records, and coul d
records without special permission from their descendants.appkcation | compiled for

access to the APB records sourced for this thesis ®iapages long. It included numerous

proof of identity papersncluding my birth and marriage certificafesultiple birth, death and

marriage certificates (BDMs) from parent§ grandpar engragl® a raenrdt s g r

generationsand family tree charts to map out my genealogical relationship to family members.

My ancestors6 files provide a great deal of
chosen to keep some files from this thesis becauseithey éo not support the historical topic

of interest, or because | have simply chosen not to include them. That decision was made by
meafteraccess to my family files was permitted. | am empowered by my newfound knowledge

of history and not disempowerég having information withheld from mécommented that
theNSWGo v e r n regrittiords ®n access to these records are, in my opinion, reminiscent

of the same kind of control that t#d°B used in the past to disempower Aboriginal people.

Ann McGrath, havever, reminded me thats a historiayl have had many years to get used to

seeing such recordmd prompted me toecognise thathey could beguite confronting for

Aboriginal people seeing them for the first tinh@winderstandhat, but at the same tal still

take issue with these records being withheld from us. | hope that in the theugatekeepers

(both Indigenous and nendigenous) and history researchiean come together to formulate

a system that can release these records ev er y b o d yl ansvery f@rtunage that¢ t i on.
am a history researcher who also has numerous genealogical connections, and as a result of
that duality have been able to access a large number offilegas notdirectly related to my
ancestorsthese records would never have seen the light of day. This biological relationship is

the key that unlocks the padlock on some of the archives held by the NSWAA. Family history
research acts as a conduit for these important archives to flow into the garmain where

they can be placed under the scrutiny of other history scholars.

Limitations and Resistance

The scope of this thesis has turned out to be its greatest limitation. It covers such a large
timeframe that to keep within the overall word cotequiredruthless decisions about what
could and could not be include@iheresearchad tohead in the direction of milestone topics
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in the chronologyandthe forwardmoving momentunalsohadto be maintained:egardless

of the treacheroutopographyof time. The most crucial questions | had to ask myself in the
editing process were, OWhat do | ikpoapt®od, 0 Wh
this thesis?0

Another limitation of this thesis is its lack of interviews. Sadly, the numbeemfining
relatives from my parents6é geneamméncedhe has
academic writing of our family histooymwy  Aunt ( my mot her 6s si ster)
Langford Ginibj passed away in 2011. Them the course of writingthis thesis we
experienced the passing of my uncle Gerry Bostock, my mother Rita Bostocknarel

recently my other uncle Lester Bostock. Alive today are an Aunt who is a former activist that

was fully immersed in the Redfern scene, bl outright rduses to be involved with any

aspect of my researclan uncle who | never seand my father anothekunt who never
associated with the young radicaldook part in political organisations or protests for change.

That is why | felt an increasing senseunfiency to research and record our family history to
pass on to future generations. T u-telievbath S mi t
serve to connect the past with the future, one generation with the other, the land with the people
andthepe p |l e wi t P Thathsexactly what iyhave set out to do. My research has felt

like I have reached back through time and brought our ancestors into the present, to introduce
them to the children in our family, to counteract their erasure, andiariise and remember

them.

Lastly, a point of resistance that | have had throughout the writing of this thesis is a reluctance

to paraphrase the written words of Aboriginal people in histarymy research, | have come

acrossa number of letters to newspmgap and private letters written by Aboriginal people

strongly objectingto their treatment at the hands of the Austral@overnmentand/or non

Indigenous people in positions of power. The letters | refer to in this thesis are certainly not
tomes of information in fact, they are usually only three or four paragraphs long. Our
ancestors6 words explicitly express their er

and these circumstances were almost always completely beyond their control.

Culturally, as an Aboriginal descendant, rewriting my anceétmd other Aboriginal Eldeés

words toparaphrase them or otherwigat them in my own words feels like a disrespectful

53 Tuhiwai Smith,Decolonising Methodologie446.
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intervention. As Tuhi wai Smith stat eu, 0t he
communities toward the role of Western education and those who have been educated in
uni v e rand ltarn eesy @onscious of treading carefdfiy.have decided to include full

transcripts of their writingn a few instancedut | have tried to usiese as exemplifications

that are subsequently unpacked by interrogation of a number of points made in the
correspondence. | hope that | have been successful in finding a balance between presenting

credible, academic history scholarshipdbeing authenti to my Indigenous culture.
Chapter Summary

Chapteli s call ed o6Bundj al ung,tikealiesyeariofampstovala nd st
record about my family members in the written historic record, which was Augustus John
Bostockds 1882 application for a Conditional
the base of Wollumbin/Mt Warnind.his chapter begins with the omg of each of my four

Aboriginal grandparengsfamily lines, the Bostocks, the Andersons, the Cowans and the
Solomons. The changes to the landscape, the impact of land acts on pastoral leases and the
rapid encroachment of settlers attracted by the gsldand free selection of land are explored.
Although each family line begins in different locations on Bundjalung Country, this chapter

ends up at Box Ridge Aborigines Reserve (AKA Box Ridge Mission), near Coraki, where all

four family |minesi onned.ge o6on t he

Chaptei s call ed é6Birth and Marriage ,thabithhe Res
year of my paternal grandmother and my maternal grandfather, and ends,ith&984r both

sets of my grandparents left Box Ridge Mission to emlmarknarried life away from the

reserve. As the title forecastshi s chapter examines all four g
peopl eso l i ves on t he reserve. Research r e
segregation, the education of Aboriginelc | dr en, APB surveill ance a
mi ssi onoé. Family connections to four Aborig

grandmot her Edi t,NymBoodavAbaorigirses Reservinyigreaigraadparents
Gus and Lena lvihg atUkeredaghisland Abanigines Reserve on the Tweed
Rivermy grandfather Henryds birthpl ace;amlt Dunc

Box Ridge Aborigines Reserve (AKA Box Ridge Mission), near Coraki.

54 1bid., 75.
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Chapter3 6tsi t 1 e i's O6Worrk tame IMaowvesneapeid@ddamyd it s
grandparentsd |ives after they married and
timeframe also coversth®PB6 s t ransi ti on t o bec-grandfatieh e A WB
Sam Andersod «nd my grandparest Henry and Evelyn Ander soni
provide insight into the incredible surveillance experienced by them. Their AWB files reveal
bureaucratic red tape and astonishing incompetence. | reveal how the inconsistency of Family
Endowment payments setisly impacted the everyday lives of my grandparents. After my
grandmother deserted her husband and her children, my grandfather placed my mother and her
sisters at Box Ridge Reserve to be looked after while he found work. The chapter ends with

the heightaed surveillance and harassment my grandfather experienced as a single father, the
sudden removal of his children from the reserve and his evacuation from the country to the

city.

Chapter4i s call ed O6Exodus off Mi1%41955.n0 all thel Coun
chapters in this thesis, this dieatureghe mosarchival materialAgain my grandfather Henry

An d e r AV@BTil@ssare accessed. These files reveals the incredible extent of the harassment
and surveillancexperienced byny grandfather Henrgt the hands of the bureaucrats of the

AWB. Fed up with their mindoggling attempts to control his life and their continued
surveillance and harassment, Henry, so like many other Aboriginal people from the country,
migrated to Sydneydrawn by the employmnt oppor t uni t i-c#tysfactories. Re d f e
He and my grandmother were part of the o&6fir

Sydney and many more followed.

Chapters étide is 6vouth and Modernity in the Cifyexploringfrom 1955 1972. t is about

how Aboriginal people connected with each in Redfern. It was the beginning of the formation

of Aboriginal organisations. This chapter highlights the worktloé Charles Perkins
Foundation and other Aboriginal organisations who looked aftemteeests and webeing

of Aboriginal families in the city, including mine. An examination of the u n d awoitk o n 6 s
reveals that they went beyond meeting the needs of the people, and so | coined the phrase
6soci al upl i ftment & tkashdwng rouch gkeater significance ttea w t h

just social work.

Chapter 6 is called O6Radicalisation, Creat.
1972 2002. Where th@reviouschapterexploredthe lives of Aboriginal people in Redfern,

their organisabns and social lives, this chaptexaminesthe reasons why the young

21



Aboriginal population became radicalised and involved in politics, protests and Land Rights
demonstrations. Aboriginalreativeexpression was birthed in Redfern, and later there was a
sudden growth in Aboriginal literature across several genres. Highlighted here are my family

member sdé6 contribution to this surge in Abori

Chapter 7 is my owigo-histoire. It is the story of my life which began in 1964, and it brings
this thesis into the present. This kind of autobiographical writing style was defined by French
historian Pierre Nora and illuminaethe subtle nuances and differences between
autobiography andgachistoire. This chapter is about reflections of my life, dmalcorporated

into my autobiography the theoreticadmponents oégohistoire to illustrate how they can
elevate and enhance autobiographical history writing.
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Chapter 1: Bundjalung Beginnings, 18821911

Augustus John
BOSTOCK
At _1855-1927
BOSTOCK
1884 - 1947 One My AKA
Clara
Norman | WOLLUMBIN
Augustus
BOSTOCK
1906 - 1970 Arthur FORD
1866 - 1954
Lena FORD Kitty SANDY
1883 - 1949
Julia SANDY
1864 - 1896
George Harold
BOSTOCK
1940 - Joii
COWAN
John T - 1857 - 1900
COWAN
1887 - 1967 Elizabeth
HUGHES
Edith Irene 1855 - 1946
COWAN
1911 - 2002
Annie GARDINER
1891 -1918
Shauna Leone
BOSTOCK
e ls Sam ANDERSON
1885 - 1959
Mary Jane
ANDERSON
Henry
ANDERSON
1911 - 1960
Peter YUKE
Mabel YUKE
1892 - 1937
Eliza WILSON
Rita Pearl
ANDERSON
1939 - 2017 UNKNOWN
Evelyn
SOLOMON
1915 - 1986
SOLOMON
Nelllie SOLOMON
1896 - 1933
Ruby MORGAN

Figure 1: My family tree from my generation to my greatgreat-grandparents (with one

third -great-grandparent)

Note:My f our gr a ntidgBastoeksi{uius) &owanyyelow), Andersongred)and Solomons
(green) are coloued

The full-blooded aborigine issastly superior to the half caste. In intelligence,
physique, humour and reliability 1 have known few exceptions. The reason
undoubtedly is because only the worst type of each race come together in physical
union. There are many people who advocatenmaeriage. It is sheer madness. | have
heard it even from the pulpit. Show me the minister who would like his daughter to
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marry an aborigine, or his son a black gin. Nature seems to screandddto n 6t d o
it! o6

d Retired Pastoralist Cunningham Henderson, 1846d 81.

1.1 The Origins of My Four Grandparents6Family Lines

This chapter begins in 1882ecause that is as far back as my Aboriginal family history can go

in the written historic record, to just after European settlement of no#fevii The initial

goal of this chapter was to find the beginn
andtrace them througtime to 1911, the year of birth of both my paternal grandmother and

my maternal grandfather. In the process, and as the ghotationhints, | also examine settler

attitudes towarsl Aborigines and interracial marriage. This chapter could also be considered

an exploration of humanity and inhumanity during the colonisation of Bundjalung Country.

| have made the preceding familgérchar(Figure 1)to assisthereaderin understanding the
relationships that my family members have to each other. This is an overall family tree with

my generation on the left, then columnsof mypagntsgr andpagrandé@Par gntead
greatgreatgr andparent s®é6 generations from | eft to
greatgrandparent | could locate). | have comuo ded my f our grandpar e

Three of my four grandparent soéonkhgpsmi |y | i nes

In her booklllicit Love: Interracial Sex and Marriage in the United States and Austr&lmn
McGrath notes that preseday national histories still tend to portray distinctly separate
coloniser and colonised pasts, and aspects of our nastmrgilhave only partially been told.
McGrath arguesthere is a forgetting of entangled histories and an unwillingness to
acknowledge thafor generations, coloniser and colonised had sex, courted and married each

other. But by examining theongue durégwe can see that the histories of coloniser and

ICunningham Hender s ascences) Meaps0, withaimgellafeeus Wiitings, Manuscript
Number 910761, MMVahusciipt ColleStioniSgded, NSW: Mitchell Library, State
Library of NSW, 18641 950) . See al so, Cunningham Henderson, &AL
Hender son fAMynumi 6, Cor alk9i50 6Ne we dS.o uJtahc kWaH aerst, (1T8weede d |
[

Heads Historical Society Inc., 18649 5 0 ) , 17. I have referenced both th
Heads Historical Soci ety 0acesheayse mtharerissifbechhudkeofs ondés Re
writing, but when combined they fill in each othero

(Obituary) 18641 9 5B&st or all Revi ew @E@midlaleGNSW:zMorghly 4B B1%&)cl® r d
January 1954He nder s on 0 s Radstdral Regiavayn di nGrtahzei states that RRevote hisd
autobiography in 1946 at the age of 81.
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colonised are intimately interwovéBoth the Bostock and the Anderson family amifie from

t he marriage and 0 p-Huystsalian arld anuAborigimaldoworsah, tha wh i
Solomon family originate from an Indigenous couple and the Cowan family originate from the
marriage of an Aboriginal man and a whitastralian womanSgc ont r ary t o Mr He |

ideas aboubatureand soci al and 6physicaldddpir opri ety,

The Bostock familydescend from a whitéustralian, Augustus John Bostock, who married a
traditional Bundjalung-bwomdib, fbeimi aModd umobi b
called OneMy . Her name is recorded on his death
Wol umbi no.

The Anderson family originated from the union of a whiustralian believed to be called
Samuel Ander-bbaodda-Wakkakwérhan originally from Crows Nest near

Esk Queenslandder tradi ti onal 0 rBanjue¢ butdaber sheawasknowa s | i ¢
as Mary Jané.

The Cowan family originated in the Grafton area can be traced back to a Bundjalung man

called Jonathan Cowan who married a wiitestralian woman called Elizabeth Hugltes

The Solomonfamily can be traced backikhlbodancaéabplregi R

Solomon who were anarried couple at Runnymede/Kyogle Aborigines Resgrve.

The starting pait of my genealogical family history research was collecting official BDMs on

a large number of ancestors. Thesembledcollection of BDMs wereused tobuild a
genealogical framework on which the academic family history was constructed. BDMs provide
numeous pieces oinformationotherthan just the date of the eveApart from information

about when the ancestor was born, who their parents were, who their siblings were, who they

married and when they digdxtra information on BDMs includes places whpe®ple were

2 Ann McGrath,lllicit Love: Interracial Sex and Marriage in the United States and Austiliacoln,
Nebraska: University dflebraska Press, 2015),&

QLD Government, ODeath Certificate for Augustus John
QLD: QLD Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 192¥he My / Cl ar ads surname i s ¢
singl e 0Ol &dutunssditecthpcitimgxhe text of this certificate, | use the correct spelling of
OWol l umbind in all ot her references to her.

4 Daniel Habermanreebing Creek & Purga Missions 189248(Ipswich, QLD: Council of the City of
Ipswich, 2003), 31. Maryahe is recorded as an inmate of Deebing Creek Aborigines Reserve. | highlight

the word 6natived because that is how the records a
SNSW Government, OMarriage CertificdOail1883No. Jonathan C
M4052186 (Sydney, NS W: NSW Registry of Births, Deat h
5Gil bert Phillips, 0An |-HaemAgglutination Reactionswof theBleod 8t udy of t

Aust r al i an Medicad JourrmliohAastradid (7 April 1928): 432.
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born, churches where people married, cemeteries where people were buried, withesses to and

informants of these events, and even medical causes of deaths.

Where information about an ancest ocheckihg ance:¢
with other BDMs can help find the basis for a fair assumption to be made. For example, if there

is no birth certificate for an ancestor, then subtracting their age at marriage from the year of

their marriage providean approximate year of birth. Additiohal vy , i f a family ¢
born child is born in one location, then the next three children are born at another distant

| ocation, the time of the familyds move <can
second chil dr en 6 sg BDMrinfomatioraabaitsmy ariBgstors sitaatrg

them in family tree charts and finding photographs of ihem well as mapping their travels

reading archives about thekmowing the changes to their lifestyle that came with colonisation

and knowing the istorical, social and political climate of their tindesve can gain aery clear

picture of their lived experience through each dedaddis chapter argue that family history
research is in fact a way to c oooanteaswaecsdt my /A
that, rather than being a nameless part of the collective noun calediginesy their

individual humanity is restored.
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1.2 The Bostock Family

Augustus John

BOSTOCK
1855 - 1927
Augustus
BOSTOCK
41947
188 1947 One My AKA
Clara
WOLLUMBIN
Norman
Augustus
BOSTOCK
1906 - 1870 Arthur FORD
1866 - 1954
Kitty SANDY
Lena FORD —
1883 - 1949
Julia SANDY
1864 - 1896
George Harold
BOSTOCK
1940 -
- Jonathon
COWAN
1857 - 1900
John Thomas
COWAN
1887 - 1967 Elizabeth
HUGHES
1855 - 1946
Edith Irene
COWAN
1911 - 2002
Annie GARDINER
1891 - 1918

Figure2: My f at her George Bost o Béastockfamiytiner n al C

Note: The Bostock family line (blug€pnnects with the Ford family lin@urple)by the marriage oéne of
Geor ge Bymasdpacentk 0 s

1.2.10ne My (AKA Clara Wollumbin )

Up until finding more records fairly recently, we only ever knew of greatgreat
grandmot her as ONoumi e Nownéee)c | fer oGe riregyr psomadbu
certificate where the parents of the groom
N o u m(se= Gigure 3j

vernment, O&éMarriage Certificate for Augustus B
1905/0100126 (Sydney, NS WwW: NSW Registry of Births,
a transcription error for 060One My®o.
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Conjugal slatus Birthplace Age Father's name, molher's name and Father's occupation

‘}) Sk ‘l Lod (: wier 4o k’wt_ -+ ;7‘ {att tsatise (7]0—‘0 . "f} sts f,{_/ A 2’4,1‘.4,4.&—/
WA w0 fre ‘ ,w&u Y "") l
i
- /{\ v '3. A | 9 R
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This Mnrnm m f . g -
(a/g. i s By me, __ Kttay /{:{A_;%_Mb - (‘5 4
Officiating Minister osRegistens,

2
> Raouvan and Hegistered by me, this ol s SC R
presance of A Ae
7“0 g ua{ G mona dé»{ 2R

day of AN 0erin boi 19067

Before accepting copies, sight wnaltered original. The original has a coloured background

REGISTRY OF BIRTHS I hereby comfy that tas particukis rec ‘,,14

DEATHS AND MARRIAGES Register in the State of New s, in the Comm Austeali

SYDNEY 11 Feb 2008 é)/ C-

Figure 3: Marriage Certificate for Augustus Bostock and Lena Ford

Note:Augustus Bostenakdd pare@Ad gudmndiNo udwo fren (BNagti vk 6

| became fascinated with finding out more about the life and times of the Aboriginal matriarch

of the Bosock family, OneMy/Clara Wdlumbin, who married Augustus John Bostock and

gave birth to Augustus Bostock Jnr (AKA Gus). | believe that the recording of her name above

as ONoumi ed was a transcr i pmyideay thiebecaoseer f or h
childrends baptism r egi sahdeher granddaugletes was aamedn a me
O6Meta Jul i a d@hterdenguntBrol bathdver gréndmotlers.

My Uncle Gerry Bostock told me th@dneMyo6was justblackfella talkfor dirst bornd He

said English was a second language for my ancestors and they spoke in simple, broken English

in those days. He told me thd@@neMybd meantdirst borng drwo-My6 meant&econd bord

ands o on. Uncl e rationalised this by informir

means sleeping place, dwelling, or gunya. This statement is backed up by a 1925 newspaper

8Anglican Church of Australia, 6Baptism Registe Par
No. 200, 1st November 1894, Augustus Bostockdé (13 G
Church, 1894), 1QLD.Go v er n me n t ificaté fBriMeta Julia Omemyt Bostock, 11th Nov. 1910,
No. 1 9 1 Brisharg 22 O: QI(DRegistry of Births, Deaths and Marriagé91Q.
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reporter6s interview waioheers af the Byrorf Bay distict, Mt d e st
William Flick, wh o sai d that the | ocal Aborigines 06w

or fAmiessd thdn a housed.

There isseeminglya correlation here of Aboriginal family oral history with rrdigenous
knowledge, but | have recently discovered thatoaanottake that at facealue because
besides the written historic record and Abmal oral history, there is another realm of
Aboriginal history that is just as important. In modern timesearchers can find both
correlations and contradictions within three realms of knowledge in Aboriginal hisbery

written historic record, Abriginal oral history and Aboriginal cultural knowledge.

For exampl e, I assumed the words O6o0otherwise
certificate (see Figurd) was an attempt to accommodate the white n 6 s pr acti ce o0
first name and a suame. This is reasoned from the knowledge that the Bundjalung name for

Mt Warning is Wollumbin, and my gregteatgrandmother was from the Wollumbin group.

6805621
Queensland e
DEATH CERTIFICATE 19272219

DECEASED
Name and surname

Augustus John Bostock
0ld Age Pensioner

24 August 1927
Brisbane Hos

n Australia, Campbell Town, Tasmania

imas Edward Bostock

lane Mackersey

N al
al
a me of mother atherine
MARRIAGE(S)
Where, at what age and to whom Tweed River, New South Wales, about 27( One My otherwise Clara Wolumbin
deceased was married

CHILDREN
Names a:

nd ages Augustus 43 years

3 females deceased
1'male deceased

; 2 | MeDICAL
- Cause of

daath Senile dementia. Cardiae failure

Figure4: Augustus John Bostockoés Death C

Note: His Death Certificatstates he was marrieat Tweed River,at about 27years old to One My
ot her wi se Cldrdedinrdd | umbi nd (

1.2.2Bundjalung Tribes/Clans/Groups

In the Tweed River valley, Mt Warning is a spectacular mountain sit@atkitbmetres from

the coastline. Keats wrote that the Nganduwal people (the name of the Bundjalung group that

°Claude A. Mann, O6A Dying Race: Authentic Stories of
Peace aMNodheWstarbismore, NSW: 18761954) 25 April 1925, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
article93484947.
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|l ived on and around the mountain) | ooked upo
known to then as Wollumbin. Wollumbin, so legend haswas the Spiritual domicile of

ancestral warriors of the Nganduwal people. Wollumbin was the legendary name of a foremost
war rfflorwas i nt e rsess of the namenNgadnduaa and wanted to know more

about know the names and boundaries of difiergroups within Bundjalung Countty.
Specifically, | wanted to know which tribe or clan group of the Bundjalung people we were
descended fromesin6 We 6r e from the g likernanbng o f t
Bundjalung Country as theateanda name for the more specific tribe/clan group agtist

code!? This proved to be problematic because there are many maps available, each one
depicting conflicting boundaries (sEgure 5. Adding to this confusion is the diversity of the

names of Aboginal groups and the spelling of these names. Finally, the omission and
inclusion of Aboriginal groups varies across different studies of the Bundjalung people. Even
today there continues to be contention about group boundaries, especially in the idedive of

Titl e. Keats stated that Aboriginal peopl e a
on the natural geographic phenomena of mountains rivers and creeks; and where there was
more unavoidable boundaries in open terrain, these were usuallyesfy short delineation

and were signified by boldThdsxmapsimFguréSsplion r oc |
across two pageskecord the variety of group boundaries recorded by whitstralian

researchers.

10N, C. KeatsWollumbin: The Cration and Early Habitation of the Tweed, Brunswick, and Richmond Rivers
of NSW(Tweed Heads, NSW: Tweed Heads Historical Society Inc., 1988), 49.

1 was interested in Keatsds use of the name ONganduyv
boundaries of different groups within Bundjalung Country.
2The Australi an -dgprumsber akocatkdtd postas areas afl avar Australia. It is equivalent to

thefivedi git o6zip coded in the United States.
13 Keats,Wollumbin 16.
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Nara:7wal
Galibal
Gidabal
Mi:njanba!l
Vi:ebal
Jogwa:r
Bandjalan
Wit al
Jelgir
Gumbdingar

Coffs Harbour

Nambucca Heads

white-Australian researchers

Note Reading from left to right, the maps are by Smythe (1%4Bpusfeld (19603}° Crowley (1971)¢

Geytenbeekand Geytenbeekl971)1’ Tindale (1974)¢ Keats (1988F and the NSW Aboriginal Legal

Service (1993%°

In thisthesis,| have

d e c i &seab oftBandjalug Cotheya(ddadre §. Keats

also mapped oral runs that are relevant to this thesis and | have used this map and shaded

the area

YWA Smyhe, O6Appendi x Map

by T. Crowley (Canberra, ACT: Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Australian University Press,

1978).
BR. G.

c al | ,evikich 6willlhreder t8 later. A&cording o &rowley and Keats

there are seven group dialect territories of the Bundjalung people of the RathBmonswick

B a n dTheMiddlenDjalecBsrofaBandjalangeditédd1 9 4 5 ) i

Haus f eiBdi,n dg Yad gaanrgb ddiDiatiorery of Yugavidngh éncluding Neighbouring

Dialects edited by M. C. Sharpe (Canberra, ACT: Pacific Linguistics Research School of Pacific and Asian

Studies, Australian National University, 1960).

16T, Crowley, TheMiddle Dialects of the Bandjalan@anberra, ACT: Australian Institute of Aboriginal

Studies, 1978).

"B. Geytenbeek and H.

Ge yt e n b erbekSumneGristdute mfa inguiGicsa mma r

Australian Aboriginal Studie43, Linguistic Series No. 17 (Canberra, ACT: Australisstitate of

Aboriginal Studies, 1971).
BN. B. Tindale,

National University, 1974).
19 Keats,Wollumbin

2New South Wal es
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and Tweed Rivers. They are Nganduwal, Galibal, Birihn/Birihnbal, Bandjalang, Wiyabal,
Nyangbal and Minyanb&f | find these dialect/tribal/clan group names to be too
underdetermined in these maps, and so | prefer instead to use the more/elefioids

OWol |l umbin group6 as my primary description
on the worddNollumbind or its location. For references to other family mempetsave

decided to just refer to them as Bundjalung, because the boemidad names are not as certain

as the mountain.

Figure6: Keat sodés (1988llumbddncepti on of
1.2.3Wollumbin Johnny

Wollumbin Johnny was the name of the leader of the Wollumbin pemend 2009, my late
Uncle Gerry told me havas certain that our family were related to Wollumbin Johioy

other than my greadreatgr and mot her 6 s n a e Ny ®themgse Claeac or d e d

21 Keats,Wollumbin 16/ 17.
22 |pid., 18.
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Wo | u mb had riot found any definitive evidence that linked usite. Wollumbin Johnny

was oftenchl ed O6King Woll umbin Johnnyé by the ear
local history enthusiast by the name of J.J. Byrne wrote an article forvieed Dailythat
described Wollumbin Johnny as 6t heg&dnganofh
differentiated Wollumbin Johnny from other elders who were awarded their titles by the whites.
Byr ne n &ingrJahhmneedwas ob good appearance, being aboulBih height, of

dignified mien, athletic, of a quiet temper, low voiced amtikHe was looked up to by his
people and evoked consi d&&hedirbtreterencets Walwnbin f r om
Johnny appears in a letter written by early piodeshua Bray to his fiancé Gertrude in 1863.

Joshua Bray was one of the firgtrnrindigenousmen to settle on the Rous River, and it was
Wollumbin Johnny who guided Bray to land thatkbecame known as the Walumban Run.

The latest reference | could find about Wollumbin Johnny was a newspaper article written in
1885%°

A scan ofaphotograph of Wollumim Johnny ¢ee Figurey was gi ven to me by
greatgr anddaughter, Mrs Beverly Fairley, after
owner, her very elderly Aunt, Mrs Noella Elworthy (nee Bray). At the tirs Elworthy was

the only surviing grandchild of Joshua Bray. Although | forget when the conversation took
place, Ido notthink I will ever forget what a distant relative and friend of mine, Aboriginal

anthropologist Michael Airds ai d when | mentioned totohim t
Wol l umbin Johnnyo. He broke into | aughter ar
hundredk i | ometre radius of the modAntain wants t

Ann Curthoys and Ann McGrath stated that in family history rese@frdchh e possi bi | i
finding a famous or infamous ancestor can spark great irfidfesting a connection to British
royaltyi s coveted by English family history res
discovering connections with the foundimgayflower arrivalsd In Australia, trends have
changed from wanting the same kind of ancestors as the Ersgidhas royal or titled gentry,

to becoming obsessed with finding a convict relative.

2J.J. Byrne, OHundr eds ®dweedBalgMukvilumbah, NEW: 19141949)h18 Twee d o,
December 185, 2, http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/192801988.

24 Mary Kinsman,Joshua Bray: A Tweed Valley Piong¢@hatswood, NSW: Bannerman Bros., 2007) 16.

®6Sett| ement Sydmey Mail and New Sauith &ales AdvertisiSW: 18711912), 21 November
1885, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/162818771.

26 Michael Aird, Personal Conversation, circa 2009/2010.

27 Curthoys and McGrathjow To Write History38i 39.
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Figure7:. Wol |l umbin JoKhng, Wahbwmbias dohnnyd by

Pioneerg®

| would say thathe Australian Aboriginal equivalent would be finding ouattione of your
ancestors was a great warrior, cleverfella orr&dji, respectecelder, freedom fighter, or

resistancedader®

28 Reproduced with kind permission from the descenddrfsveed Pioneer Joshua Bray, Mrs Noella Elworthy

and Ms Beverly Fairley.
%A O0Cleverfellad or 6Kurradji 6 are Aboriginal ter ms
Native Americans, would call antdt@hshamamchealers, 6 Medi ci n

keepers of Spiritual knowledge, and communicators with the metaphysical ancestral realm.
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Figure 8: Wollumbin/Mt Warning °

l124Background to Augustus John Bostockds Conc

As | mentioned in théntroduction chapterthe earliest document | fourgkrtaining to my
ancestorsvas about Augustus John Bostockodés | and.
family came from, all he could t e&lltravated was t
to the Tweed Heads Historical Sociatydfound a reference to Augustus John Bostosk | a n d
selection in 18822 Later | found out that this land at the base of Wollumbin/Mt Warning was

a ®lection of land known officially as a Conditional Purchase in accordance with the Crown
Lands Acts® The demand for free selection of land came after the gold rushes over two
decades earlier when the diggingsdmme less profitable. There was an influx of miners into

rural areas and cities and they hoped to find the prosperity on the land that the gold rushes
failed to award. Even while they were on the diggjnigs miners held a vision of a future on

the land.They were very vocal in political debates at the time and, while the Eureka Stockade

%Photograph taken by me on one of .Rhytogrepmmpwpantddyi t s t o r
Family Collection

31 He meant th Tweed River, which opens to the sea at Tweed Heads, nestled against the northern border of
New South Wales and the southern border of Queensland.

2Bill Bainbridge, 6Twe-498 Pibaders/ladividlala RedordRdePerdEntity as atl 8 6 8
9200086 (Tweed Heads, NSW:. Tweed Heads Historical So

33 NSW Government) C o n d iPturihasa- &lgustusJohnBostockCP82.201 [10/35310, 87/321] & CP
88. 75 [10/ 17759, 91/50]6, Crown Lands & AlStaenati on
Records NSW, 1882 & 1888).
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i n 18514 call ed for an end t o mi ner 6s l i cen

determined. The growing Australian working class resented the hold that pasttwadiover

vast amounts of | and and demanded free sel ec
freenol d, i f they could just me et | owthe epay m
6Conditional &6 el eme)tr of Conditional Pur chas

Because squatters increasingly began to regard these contested areas as property that belonged
to them, when in fact they were gnihe licensed occupiers of the land, Governor Gipps
attempted to regulate stations and runs in 1844.IMperial Wastelands Occupation Aatt

1846and the Orders in Council replaced earlier restrictions iantB47 only charged a £10

rent payment for 400 sheep and guaranteedceaght or 14-year tenure. This system remained

in place until theCrown Lands Alienation Aaif 1861and Crown Lands Occupation Act of

1861, both known ashe Robertson Land Astafter John Robertson, thgremierof NSW.3°

The Robertson Land Acts were a new system of land occupation where all Crown Land,
including that held on pastr a | |l eases, was open to European

1.25Augustus John Bostockés Land

It was under th&Crown Lands Alienation Aaif 1861, Lands Act Amendment Act of 1875
Lands ActAmendment Acbf 1880 and Crown Lands Act of 1884hat my greagreat
grandfather Augustus John Bostock attempted to own lantedbase of Wollumbin/Mt
Warning. The first attempb own 40 acrewas recorded in 188% was selected and officially
applied for with a deposit of £10, paid on 16 November 1882 and redeywia: Agent for
the Sale of Crown Lands, Mr Joshua Bféy.

Augustus John Bostock was required under the Crown Land®Awtet certain conditions.
Although he built a hut, fenced the land and felled tréssre are reports from the district
inspectorshat he was not resident on the land at the time of some inspections. The land was

therefore declared abandoned by the selectqrcandequentlythe forfeiture was made public

34 Heather Goodallnvasion to Embassy: Land in Aboriginal Politics in New South Wales-1972(St
Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1996), 69.

3% Rodney HarrisonShared Landscapes: Archaeologies of Attachment and the Pastoral Industry in New South
Wales(Sydney, NSW: University of Sydney Press, 2004),228

36 NSW Governmentd C o n d iPurchass AugustuslohnBo st oc k 6 .
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in the Government Gazette on 24 December $88@ore remrds reveal thatin 1888
Augustus John Bostociepurchase the sam# acres of land of his previouSonditional
PurchasdPortion 3) as well as an adjac&wnditional Purchasef 40 acres of land (Portion
9), making a total 0BO acres of land at the & location(see Figure 9)In 189Q these

Conditional Purchasewere again forfeited due to the conditions of residence not beintj met.

LAND BOARD ¢7. /35 g * LAND DISTRICE, i

WWAT. N* R4286,50 LD M RWIL! LIMB A

TRACING OF PORTIONS 9 %2
Parish of ... Burreld. - Countyof. Bowts .

Sonle,. &) Chains t an Inch,

Applied for under the__9¢*  Section of the Crown Lands. Act of 24

by Augustus. ) Bostock ( Application No. cp 28.75 for 802

- X "/ a4 ’
Rofarred td) Inspector ( @ 1% Sme "$9

ﬂ}&«l /ﬂ wdifor rapart.[&‘jf.ffﬁ 18 577/ Pl SR I SRy 1 - y Vi L7
i / } ‘

IC. P.INSPECTOR'S

i

i | _TRACING
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Figure9: Augustus John Bostocko6és Conditional P

County of Rous

Note: This areavas situated right beside a traditional camping ground of the Wollumbin Aborigines.

S’NSW Government , 0 GofeitedrCanditionat PurGhaseswithineResurfed Areas, 24
December 1886086, Department of Lands, 8725, I|Issue No
Street, 1886).

38 NSW Governmentd C o n d iPurchass Augustus) o hn Bost ocko.
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‘Tyalgum ‘Augustus JohniBostock:s'CR Selection

‘The Summit of'\Wollumbin/Mt:Warning

Cooglc earth

eley 17 ft

Figure1l0: A br oad aerial view of t heCohdianat i on o

Purchase®
Itis interestingtonote hat t he | ocation of Augustus John

near Wollumbin Creek on the road to Tyalgum. This location was one of places identified by
settler Mr Lever as being one of the original camps of the traditional Wollumbin/Tweed
Aborigines®The northern Bundjalung Knowledge Hol d

there and a few others at Tgali m6 .

On its own, the fact that Augustus John Bostock married One My at a time when such
interracial marriage was a rare occurrensevery interesting. However, the additional
information that on two separate occasions he tried to secure land locatedtraiditional
camp of hi so andthe éaét that poefuotipel record can be found of an attempt to
secure land elsewhere after the forfeifuted me to wonder if he was sympathetic or close to

his wifebs people, the Wollumbin group.
1.2.6Family Life for Augustus John and One My

As previously mentioned, Augustus JohBostockb s Condi ti onal Pur chas:

becausanspectorseported that he did not reside on the land. This condition seems unfair,

39 Image generated usir@gpogle Earth.
OF T, Lever, OLetter to Mr R. Whittle About the origi
Heads, NSW: Tweed Heads & District Historical Society, 1964).
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because he had to move around for work to payiptrchase of land. During the years of

his Conditional Purchasdeom 1882 189Q the Crown Lands Inspector and a police constable
reported in 1882 thatugustus JohBostockwas Owor ki ng on the South
1888 he had 6amoaway hooamewlbemeéel Re | i vesd; i
the employment of Mr Langl eyé6; in 1889 O6he \
secondConditional Purchasen 1890 he o6l eft the Tweed and i
Tweed River) na r K @t Toypioside an idea of the incredible speed of settler
encroachment on Bundjalung Country, ,theret ween
were 683Conditional Purchasesld, and most of the accessible land togastandnorth of
Murwillumbah had already been taken up by setfleBetween 1900 and 190the number

of Conditional Purchasdsad nearly doubled to22423In 1895, MaryBundock of Wiangarie

Station (to thesouthwest of Wollumbin/Mt Warning) commented on the detrimental effect this

rapid encroachment had on young, local Aboriginal men. Her acute observations sadly
emphasised the changes that came to Aboriginal culturesettement and she lamented

0t hey do not use the spear or the boomerang
the stations and like riding and work amongst the cattle, but drink and gambling are their
curseso. Ref er r i nsgon Wiangaaid Statiom fvith erhpathy Arx enclusigni n e
she stated, 6our tribe is fading away, t hou

generation will see few or any laftt
1.2.7Christian Baptisms Found

The chance of finding records of the birthsof Abogi nal ancestors di mini
generation. Of my four Aboriginal grandparentdave managed to locate only one birth
certificate. The birth years of my other three grandparents was calculated by subtracting the
age that they identified &lhe time they were married from the year the marriage took place.

The same can be said for all of my grgeandparents except Gus Bostock. He has no birth

certificate, but | was very lucky to find another definitive record.

“4NSW Go v e rCondigonalPurchass, AugustuslohnBo st oc k 0 .

42 H.W. Denning Historical Manuscripts of the TwedtMurwillumbah, NSW: Tweed Shire Council Civic &
Cultural Centre, 1988) 567.

43 bid., 57.

“Mary Bundock, O6Notes on Rapesoffhe Bumdock FamilyRfiWyangarieB| ac ks 6,
Station, RichmondiRer, ca. 18351898, Microfilm CY2227, A6939 Original Call Numi{&ydney, NSW:
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales, 183898).
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Some years agthe Anglican Docese of Grafton begun digitising their historic registers and

my friend Il an Fox brought my attention to et
in their 1894 Baptisms Regist&rBefore this| had never heard of a sibling called Meta, so |

travelled interstate to the town of Grafton to see if | could get photocopies from the actual
register. The Reverend was inconvenienced by my request, and so the heavy, dusty, smelly
book was gracelessly plonked on the table before me djuirch volunteer walsind enough

to photocopy both pages for me.

Upon seeing the pages of the regidt@ras struck by how many baptisms Reverend Reynolds
had done on one day, 1 November 1894 .father told me that the other children who were
baptised on that day were Aboriginal or Islander, because he recogniseduthamas as
families that he had grown up with. Further enquiries revealed that Reverend Reynolds did a
dulk baptisn@ A bulk baptism was explained to me as a kind of public call, where Reverend
Reynolds put the word out to the local Aboriginal dsldnder people to bring their children

in to be baptised all at once. Instead of a Monty Pyitbiyte (Black Plague§Bring out yer
deadbcall, Reverend Reynolds put out a racaibeit Christiancall.

Reverend Reynolds probably had many miles to cioMére diocese, and so | am guessing that

bulk baptisms were infrequent events with not just babies present. Meid ywee's old when
baptised and Guswd®. ( Augustus Jnr was known as 6Gus®o
Jnr as 0 Gufe@@ntidteohimbfrent HisefatherdAugustus John Bostp&everend

Reynol ds recorded their par dsedFggreli)ames as 0 A

%Anglican Church of Australia, OB&NdvV.sm Ba8¥sMé&t eirn Ent r
Adminstered in the Parish off Tweed River, County of Rous in the Yea(18@¥rafton Street, NSW:
Grafton Diocese of the Anglican Church, 1894) , 13;
for Meta Bostock, ¥No v . 1B&ptisin A¢ministed in the Parish off Tweed River, County of Rous in
the Year 189413 Grafton Street, NSW: Grafton Diocese of the Anglican Church, 1894), 14.

41



PAGE~
BAPTISMS Administered in the Parish of Ywsed Reven

in the

Oounty of Lown in the Year 18
@ When Baptized When Box
b U /]
O (&4 /( 4 / v n 5
) VD e .
//dﬂ(“ s 74 %v,{g[ bk /’/{n P UAU /(/d/u//zzm Aabowne, > V;‘, 597777 /?
2 (7 { By A
V/2 e ,/“/(/I ! tcikeidn
76
(4 7[pvecther 7 ADcece Alpeece . {abocrer // Ut e s Zz
17 / } 4 f
Jlreniéer / Jend K 1047, 4/
Y71/ ¥ / v L 4 L’;&f(""
'/ J gy , .
it 'y
Y cuber . ¥/ ‘ ‘
/,/é(}bﬂt"(' ek /L‘(J.f(/m(' WIS, &7i LAy ’VL PR \/(/L
/Y / AN CfUACOS
[ A VAL /,”v{df.‘, e Jarbern . “\_//4 7Cch oo ¢ k
Ex J Mw@ * : : .
X Y prrewtbtr ’Ma,q 2 % Yl pivere. fuwepatn /M 2/ ) {
Jrec bl A Llepie/vd B Vory Audfrna dakower | YW, ) A,
V2 724 (384 Nmmiie b

L

Figure 11: Anglican Diocese of Grafton 1894 Baptism Register for Augustus Bostock

Jnr

Note:The page was folded to decr e abmgismahttebottona ge 6s si z

This was the fourth recorded name | had for my ggeaatgrandmotherNoumie One My,

Clara Wolumbinand Wonmie Of all the children baptised that day Beverend Reynolds,
there are only a few parents6 names recorded
who have an actual date of birth recorded. | imagine this was because of Augustus John
Bostockd s educati on and othehparertsi caut Inat read mmdwrite &t ghat t h e
time in history. | note that Tommie and Maggie Selokee are recorded as paréseetbmure

12). There are a numbef Indigenous families in northern NSW and further south today with

t he &S| oc keeey®® mamed.SIRPecvker end Reynol ds seems
Islander name phonetically as he heard it. South Sea Islander cane cutters intermarried with
Aborigines innorthernNSW and many families have that connection. | wondered if the two
syllableSlockeydbfamily namehadbeen Anglicised over time from its original three syllable

0Selkeed | sl and e.interesting toaaterhgre ismtherpewer of the transcriptions
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of white-Australians andhe clergy in the retention or adaptation of Ineiipus names for

church recordé?
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Figure 12 Anglican Diocese of Grafton 1894 Baptism Register for Meta Bostock

In 1897, when Augustus Jnr (Gus) wE3 he was enrolled at Myora Aboriginal School on
Stradbroke Islandf’ Further ecords for Gus could not be found until his wedding in 1905. Gus

Bostock wa®1 years old when he marri@2 year old Lena Ford.
1.2.8Gus and Lena

Mygreatgr andparents on my father,@asoswhdeandé Ges AL
Lena Ford (see the familgete chadin Figures1 and 3. Lena was the daughter of Arthur Ford

and Julia Sand$? Remarkably, Julia gave birth to 11 children (including two sets of twins)

before she died aged 32 years old. Juliabds f
46 1bid.

QLD Government, OMyora Abor i gi-194,)|AugBstul Bostdck iMStudéns si ons
Enrd ment s List, al 457516 (Brisbane, QLD: Queensl!l and

http://www.cifhs.com/gldrecords/edumyoral.httnl this digitised record, he was not listed as oysterman.
However, | travelled to the Stradbroke Island Museuthsaw the handwritten original entry that shows
him as an oysterman.
¥NSW Government, OMarriage of Augustus Bostock & Lence
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discovery that | made during my research was that she was buried in the Aborigne¢srge

located near the former Deebing Creek Aborigines Reserve Station.

Only onegravemarker existsn this cemeteryoday, a solitary headstone for my grgegat
grandmother, Juligd 1975 newspaper artictégledo6 Bl acks Want fARel i cdo Ba«
the localBeaudeserAboriginal populationwanted the burial groundt Deebing Creeknd

Julia Sandydés heads ttoobamesdned andccowred by thes(Abbrigirat) a s
people. The newspaper artigheludeda r anscri pti on of the headst ¢
memory of Julia. Beloved wife of Arthur Ford. DiedM@f August, 189%. Age:
When Julia died, her dést child Lena (my greg@frandmother) was onli/3 years old and she

was left with seven siblings (an infant, a tyear old, a fouyear old, fiveyear old twins, an

eightyear old and d2-year old) to care for, while her father no doubt had to find work

survive. She had already experienced the loss of three of her siblings at varioiis dgabt

that she would have been completely alone and imagine the Aunties and Beaudesert Aboriginal

community would have come in to help where possible.

A year after her mother died, Lenadwas3dlat her
and Eva wad9, just five years older than his daughter Lena. Arthur and Eva went on to have

14 more children. So my gregreatgrandfather, Arthur Ford, was the fathedfchildren to

his two wives>! On the subject of marriage and children,caal history story that has often

been told in our family is that on 21 November 1905, the day Gus and Lena were married in
Murwillumbah, Lena was approached by Lily Williams who was carrying a tmea&h old

baby in her arms. Lily told Lena that Gus was father of the child and she was unable to care

for the baby girl. Lena then took the baby, known as Lillian, and raised her as her own. The
child grew up alongside my grandfathorman, and my father and his siblings always knew

of her ad y6Aumhy | ki Iresear chi nigre-eammed theird L e n ¢
marriage certificate and discovered that it yielded the unexpected revelation that Augustus John
Bostock, like his son Gus, also had a relationship with another Aboriginal woman.

“Y6Bl acks Want SuiddeMailld bay RS & 0 ,

%Jacqueline MacDonal d, FéaDwslcye nTdradfiéty Sarithplesd@nt Griouym Sandy
Tweed Heads (QLD: Jacqueline MacDonald), 2.

5bid., 1.

44



1.2.9Augustus JohnBostockh s Ot her Fami |y

One ofthewitnesses@u s and Lenads marri age (@emFiquief i cat ¢
13). | became curious about who Ina was and my investigation yielded one offdhuke

historyb sur pri ses 6 atbhlbate .| | meardtsi onmed i age and deat
was indeed Augustus John BostockOaKernotherght er ,
was Jessie Unarn Walumbal assumed Jessie was another Aboriginal Wollumbin woman
becausglike One My, sha@ook the Wollumbin name® Ina married a year after Gus abeha

in 1906 when she was 18 years #i@his makes her year of birth 1888, so she was four years
younger than Gus. Although | am aware that polygamy existed in traditional Aboriginal culture,

| wondered if polygamy existed in pFederatiorAustralia.

onjugal slatlus Birthplace Age Father's name, molher's name and " Father's occupation

I = : maiden surname
R <o e Yoars. [ ] R S
{}; AR A And * Qi s untio-e /'*10‘&4~ Lz sl e {.\_/ { FaVE e,
i ?’ 4» ad 2
b QAL ML / v ’(d,f p‘r,) I
| [
|
= n -1, |
/4;]““4{#0*_(/_' (@ " SO K}p-‘(k - & anons At }

} DG ‘ S :
Yt | Gueniranas | | utis Mandy

Cluguaetiiy 0"5;«@14 5

: : 4 ;-
This Marriage was f o> . ; =t
isad between-us ¢ r TR g By ma,..,_%,ff‘rﬂ'/ /(1‘«/‘44{_44‘4 o (Cé A RD %

Officiating Ministar caJRegistens,

J nas @L@/‘

v — Raourvan and Registered by me, this__ "".".‘l%'_._____.
TG mn 0D .cer -

of_ AN bsrtim bed 1908

day

7 the presancs of us

Figure133 Gus and Lena Bostockods Marriage

Micaela Asltd article in theCritical Race and Whiteness Studje® ur nal &ési tuat es
a historical context by drawing on the history of the legal status of polygamy in Australian law,

which is largely based on British legal precedeAs a natural consequence of colonisation,

2QLD Government, OMarriage CertifiAugustéa90®fo. Edward Wi | |
1906/ 16556 (Brisbane, Qeatbs:and@brilageRd906)st ry of Birt hs,
%l'na is remembered as being Aboriginal by her descenc

different ways to spell the same word. Transcriptions of the spoken word can vary. According to Keats in his

Wollumbin(199 8 , p. 228), Samuel Gray and Joshua Bray were
which | ater became known as OWoll umbind and finally
History expert) and Michael Aird (Aboriginal Anthropologist) concutthad Wal umbadé and 6 Wol | u

the same word with different spelling.
54 Ina married Ted Williams who was an Aboriginal man.
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British common law became the Im@sf our Australian legal system and British law did not
recognise polygamous marriage. This decision was founded on thleneelh case oHyde v
Hyde & Woodmanse® 1866, which is frequently held up as the precedent confirming the
nonrecognition of ptygamous marriages under British |&%.

Thereforeatt he ti me of Augustus John Bostocko6s ul
marriage was not recognised by British |&8ased on botlmarriage records, | am guessing

that OneMy and Jessie hlarn Walumba were alive when their children married within a year

of each other, but | cannot know whether Augustus Bistockmaintained a relationship

with both women at the same tirtfdn lllicit Love, Ann McGrath notes that the possible factors

that contributed to white men gaining opportunities to freely obtain a sexual partner among
Indigenous women could be that there were fewer white women on frontiers, and a single white

man had less compulsion to act with propriety or to be monogamous tharpnevious social
environment . Mc Grath added, 6éby having more
wife with an Indigenous man in a polygamous marriage, many colonizer men effectively
became crossultural practitioners of polyandry, polygyny, ortbé 6 . of Aempoints that |

find very interesting are that oOowhite Austra
marriage practices and contrasting attitudes
kin and family protocols in polygamousanr r i ages Opotentially enab

enhance his strategic and economic pdvsition

Adding this information to the facts that my grgaeatgrandfather Augustus John Bostock

tried twice to secure lahat the traditional camp of the Wollumbin pedplend that no further

record can be found of an attempt to secure land elsewhere after the fdféwvwader if

there was much more to what | thought was ju
Augustus JohrBostock had some kind of transactional arrangement with the Wollumbin
people? How could Augustus JoBostockhave benefittedrom polygamous relationships

with One My and Jessie? McGrath wrote

Observers tended to view the white man, as amsér man, to be in the superior,
controlling position. He might feel the same, but this was not always so. He might be

*Mi caela Ash, O6Preventing Harm or Fortifying the Borc
Au s t rCaitical Raeand Whiteness Studi@sno. 2 (2013):1112.

56 Both Gus and Ina identified their mothers on their marriage certificates. If parents were not alive at the time of
their childrenfés marriage, the rule wage to record t
6(deceased)d after their name, for example, 6Jane D
My or Jessiedbs name.

57 McGrath, lllicit Love, 343.
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smitten. He might also be ensuring the sustenance of a large extended Aboriginal
family or community.

| am resigned, unfortunately, f@aving ny itching curiosity unscratched (at least in this thesis).

Interestingly though, Michael Aird gave me a copy of the only known photograph of Augustus
John BostocKsee Figure 14)Aird showed the photograph to Aunty Lilly several years before
shepassed away. She pointed to the tall, bearded man standing by himself behind the fish crates
and saigbt hat 6s my grandfatherd. Aird confir med
John Bostock. It is disappointing that the clarity of the imag® [or, buta group of dark

looking women and children can be seen standing nearby to the left.

Figure 14: Only known photograph of Augustus John Bostockidentified as the tall man
standing by himself behind the fish crate®

58 My Family Collection
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1.3The Cowan Family

Augustus John
BOSTOCK
1855 - 1927

Augustus
BOSTOCK
1 - 1947
£08-13 One My AKA
Clara
WOLLUMBIN
Norman
Augustus
BOSTOCK
1906 - 1970 Arthur FORD
1866 - 1954
Kitty SANDY
Lena FORD
| 1883 - 1949
Julia SANDY
1864 - 1896
George Harold
BOSTOCK ?
1940 -
—10 Jonathon
| COWAN
1857 - 1900
John Thomas
COWAN
7 - 1967
[ 168 2 Elizabeth
HUGHES
1855 - 1946
Edith Irene
| COWAN
1911 - 2002
Annie GARDINER
1891 - 1918
Figurel5> My f at her George Bostockods maternal ¢

The Cowan family can be traced to the marriage of an Aboriginal man from the Bundjalung
people of northern NSW called Jonathan CoalKA Jack Cowan) and a neimdigenous

woman called Elizabeth Hughésee Figure 15)On his death certificajd ac k 6 s occupa:
was Wwr i tt en-ga ar’BeuiGration thérewas once a thriving golthing town

called Solferino with an estimated population ¢d. Nothing remains of Solferino today

excepta historic photograph taken by John William Liri@ee Figure 16)° This photograph

was includedin the vast J.W. Lindt Photograph Collection, and @Gafton Aboriginal

commurity could not raisesufficient funds topurchasethe collection The Cullen family

bought the collection and gifted it to the Grafton Regional Gallery on the condition that a search

be conducted for the names of the people in the photographs. The AdaZigmenunity of

NSW Government, 0 DeGowah22Eebr1900,fNdl808/00263(SydndSavk NSW
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1900).

60 Jude McBean, edQreaming the Past: The Lindt Stoi@rafton, NSW: Grafton Regional Art Gallery, 2012)
39.
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the Bundjalung, Gumbayngirr and Yaegl people embraced thamiftthe Lindt Research

Project was formed.

Figure 16: John William Lindt 6 photograph of the historic gold-mining town of

Solferino, west of Graftorf!

Germanborn John William Lindt was one & u s t r melemireerdt photographers and had a

career spanning0 years. His workencompassed a range of photographic genres including
portraiture, landscape, architectural, ethnographic and narrative subjects. He lived in Grafton
from 1863 1876, and it was here he produced his first significant portfolio tiedtralian
Aboriginals(187374)a% As stated above, this portfolio wgsted bythe Cullen family to the

Grafton Regional GalleryAfter several years of investigations, it was announced in 2012 that

the Aboriginal woman in one of thgeAndofhn Wi |
Ul ma (seeaFijure 17had to be Mary Ann William& Mary Ann was my greagreat

grandfather Jonathon Cowands ol der sister.

61 1bid., 27.
62 bid., 21.
53 1bid., 58.
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Figure 17: Mary Ann of Ulmarra 6photographed by John Willian Lindt , circa 1873

| heard abouthis photograph in 2013 when | received a phone call from my father insisting

that | watch a documentary on the ABR&levisionc hann e | because, 0i to
research!d I ntrigued, I qguickly changed the
Australian Storyd o c ument ary cal | edUpdThes eleii gnhgt tchfe Dlaoyc
closeup on the photograph of Mary Ann of Ulmarra and hearing who they believed she was, |

was somewhat stunned and did not realise thidt had Dad on the phone until he whispered,

6DoesnoOt she |l ook |ike Mumb.

The documentarydés history researcher Nol a Ma
Ann Cowan was Lindt 6 8othdwerabory ned blimarra &nd Ibokesia r r a 6 .
be the same age group. Mackey stated that she had searched hundreds of records and Mary Ann

Cowan was the only danMteargd® Annd she could find

Jenni fer Fel | erAustrdianiserysedsanig, episode 1Dsergefied 4 February 2013
(Sydney, NSW: ABC, 2013 elevisionBroadcasthttps://www.abc.net.au/austory/thight-of-
day/9170148.

55 |bid.
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Based onthis informationandour f ami |l ydéds recognition of th
likeness to m grandmother Edith Cowasee e.g., Figure 18)ve believe that Mary Ann of

Ulmarra was Mary Ann Cowan.

e

Figure 18 Forward-facing Lindt photograph of Mary Ann of Ulmarra (left), believed to

be Mary Ann Cowan taken in 1873 and comparison photograph of mygrandmother

Edith Cowan as a young womargright) %8

The interest inthé Li g ht doctimemaayywas phenomenal, so the Grafton Regional
Gallery hosted a special screening of the documentary in March 2013 for the descendants to
share family history informatiot.| invited my father and two other Cowan eldekanty Pat

and Aunty Esmay (,Deaan svithds tethieventt and so weswemt sn)a
four-hour road trip to Grafton and returned the next day. It was aWwaanting and emotional

experience for them.

In 2014, historian Jane Lydon asked me to write an essay about the experience for her book,
Calling the Shots: Boriginal PhotographiesLydon brought together contributors who

Grafton Regionaln AWt | IGadamekiyndto T@Gel Dedt i ondé ( Grafton
Gallery, 2004). A collection of highuality scans of the J.W. Lindt Photograph Collection were gifted to me
by a friend who was given them by a private colledior. ndt 6 s p h ot D8gsrrenpthis i n Fi gur e
collection.The photograph of my grandmother Edith is in our family album. Both are part of My Family
Collection.

%Jenni fer Feller, 6The Light of Dayéb.
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6examine historical interactions between phc
that some imags can be understood to express the process of cultural exéhasgeell as

the rich and vital me % My essgy contrilbuted tg thealgitdér.sTheh a v e
essaycal | ed O6Connect jerptpined that the retirreof tesevphotographs to

their rightful place had brought about the reconnection of Aboriginal people to their ancestors,

their relatives and their Country. | remarked that seeing tla®ghaph and hearing this news

had a profound effect on me. It felt like Mary Ann had spiritually reached through time and
altered my perception of her today. | wrote =
entity’ a name on her marriage ateath certificates into a real life, flesh and blood, young
Aboriginal wo man 6. -déremrsionalarshival cecotd,cher iananityawvas w o

restorec?®

More information came through from just looking closely at the photograph. | noticed that she

has scarification on hercheshi s tell s me she was an initia
context means that means that Mary Ann had gone through a ceremony of change, a rite of
passage called the initiation process. This is a rite of passage cerdmbiy the female

equivalent of the initiation at puberty of young men, and it creates scars. In one exaegule

about how girls were observed as being O60anx
great pride in the scarred evidence of their wornaahé® Ghe left photo in Figure 18 shows

Mary Ann witha snakés vertebrate around her neck and a disgail on her head.

According to Jennifer Hoff, author of a collaborative book with Bundjalung Elders called
Bundjalung JugunBundjalung Countrythe dingetail headband was traditionally worn by
initiated men and Lindt persuaded the women to wear them for his photogt&ph&er book,

Hoff sourced several early photographs from the Richmond River Historical Sdtlcagty
captued traditional young men wearing this adornment. Mary Bundock was one of the first

non-Indigenousvomen in the aresouthwest of Wollumbin, and at the Mitchell Library | found

68 Jane Lydon, edGalling The Shots: Aboriginal Photographi@anberra, ACT: Aborigial Studies Press,
2014), 2.
69ShaunaBostoe mi t h, & Connect i nQallingthé $hotd: Aberigi@abRiatographjesd. i n
Jane Lydon (Canberra, ACT: Aboriginal Studies Press, 20145561
"Faye Gale, O6Roles Revisited: TNWemelRiteseBitedforigad ut her n ¢
Womenés Cul t yedaPeggyBnookwdt leedngrds, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1989), 123.
1 Jennifer Hoff Bundjalung Jugun: Bundjalun@ountry(Lismore, NSW: Richmond River Historical Society
Inc., 2006), 236.
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amanuscriptcalled Paper s of the BWBMBdc Kk | marmiulde,d 1 &3m:m

handwritten memoir call ed o6 MNMedshesstatedh t he Ri ch

| never saw the women wear any ornaments asdldays, these being reserved for

their lord and masters who, beside the shell and cane ornaments, wore necklaces of
dogbébs teeth and coloured beans while the s
forehead was a favorite [sic] decoration amongstytiunger mer?

John William Lindt strived for authentic scenes for his photographs, and he utilised many props

at his Grafton studio, including dead kangaroos anklesjalirt, treedogs, woven dilly bags,

spears, boomerangs, woomeras and dingo tails. He also had landscapes painted onto large
sheets to be used as fake backdrops to situate his Aboriginal subjects. | imagine it could have
been puzzling for Mary Annarelt her o&ésubjectsd to come into L
his props and natural artefacts in his indoor location. It was worth it for Lindt to go to such

effort because there was high demand for photographs like these.

The Col oni al eSescernett acroypdi se sOfoffi cLi ndt 6s al bum
in Britain and a number of flattering letters about excellence of the work were reCEiesl.

series was acclaimed at several international exhibitions including the Philadelphia Exhibition

in 18764 Lindt must have provided substantial incentives for the peogiés photographs

These were extremely difficult years for Aboriginal people and | imagine Lindt paid the people

in food rations of some sort, because a large number of peopieigzdedd and all look

miserable, like they donotwant to be there.

The emergence of affordable, pasized cards with photographs calledrte de visiteor

visiting cards became an international craze. This prompted an international trade in
photographsfo cel ebri ties and different o&6typesd of
of Aborigines ended up in scientific collections aroundwiogld.” Photographers like Lindt
recognised the popularity and-eall capabilities thatarte de visitgphotogrghs of Aborigines

would generatésee e.g., Figure 19\ichael Aird, the curator of an exhibition at the Brisbane
Museum call ed O6Capt ur e cdrte deaisitplotodgiaphg)explainech of A
t hat Ot he phot ogr ap eaplet® loakasexotcdr savage aspdssbieitog i n a

“Bundock, O6Notes on the Richmond River Blacks6, 2. TEFt
dingobs tail i Bundjaltng 3ugunl186y 150, 834,&258H o f f |

73 Lydon, Calling the Shots59.

" bid., 60.

S bid., 4.
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have something interesting to sell in these
had vast collections afarte de visitepostcards in elaborate albums to be displayed in their

front parlours vaen guests visitetf.

J.W.Lindt

S T A

Figure 19: dNo. 9 Snowy and his wife 1 8 7J8hd Wiltiam Lindt 7

Figure B is an example afuchcarte de visitgpostcards and family albushown inFigure

200 which was exhibited in the 6Capturedd ext
Indigenous people had for collecting photographs of Aboriginal pedpis. magnaimous

interest seemat first glanceo be a respectful curiosity, bistthis notjust a more subtle way

of othering? Indigenous academic Marcia Langton argued in 1993 that, with regard to analysis

“Kat hy M@beitshydé of 19th Century Brisbane Aboriginal
in Brisbaneé, Australian Broadcasting Commi3ssion, 3
28/earlyphotosof-brisbaneaboriginalpeoplein-capturedexhibit/5336752.

"McBean,Dreamingthe Past 57. McBean identifies this photograph
This scan of the Lindtarte de visitgohotograph is from a collection of higfuality scans of the J.W. Lindt
Photograph Collection gifted to me by a friend. These scans are now part of My Family Collection.
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of visual represent at ipasitioningfof usias pbject,tard éhe gersanb | e m

behind the c&mera as subjecto.

~EEPIOES

Figure 20: The Archer Family Alboum (186511 8 74) at t he O6Captured®6
Brisbane Museum, curated by Michael Aird, March 2014°

These photograph collections gpltbtoalbums provided a way faron-Indigenouspeople to
observe Aborigines from a distance, in much the same way that glass separates visitors from
zoo exhibits or museum dioramas. Being looked upon as exotic anthropological oddities or
0 s avage s Gquateote acceptande or equality. Althougdrte de visite images of
Aborigines resided in photograph albums in the front parlours of séttlenses, | have no

doubt that few Aboriginal people, if any at all, were physically allowed past the frontrdoor i

reallife.

John William Lindt became a wealthy man and an internationally acclaimed photographer, and
he sold sets of his prints of the Bundjalung people until about 1922. Hoff poignantly stated,
60The people in Lindt s photyyearsaof wadarewehilegheys ur v i

®Marcia Langton, o6Well | Heard it on the Radio and |
Film CommissiononthePoi t i cs and Aesthetics of Filmmaking by a
(Sydney, NSW: Australian Film Commission, 1993), 39.

® photograptby Giulio Saggin Permission to use this photograph was kindly granted by Giulio Saggin,
Brisbane, QLD.

55



hold themselves with seffossession and dignity in spite of their bizarre surroundings, the
sadness in their eyes tells their stf3when | was at the Grafton Regional Art Gallery, | met

a distant Cowan cousin whiged locally. | was standing there staring at the faces and she came

and stood beside me. ShesdidYou know, we | ook at these fac
| ocal family names?©d. Pointing to one af the
[family surname], and this woman is definitely a [family surname], and that fella there, well
the [family surname] family are his mob6é. Th
they all | 8Géeepg.uFmare2d)o sad! 6

80 Hoff, Bundjalung Jugun126.
81 private conversation with a distant relative (name withheld). The lack of numbers and captions on the
photographsn Figure 21is deliberate and intended to recreate gallery poignancy.
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\‘., v - ™
Figure 21: Someof J.W. Lindtd photographs$?

Note Thewomenin the bottom photograpiave the end of their lefiand little fingers removed. This was
part of a female initiation practice.

1.3.1A White Womands Two Aboriginal Husbands

We have already seen a sample of pasto@listn ni ngham Hendersonds tho
marriage(see quotation at the beginning of this chapteryHe nder sondés wor ds w
articulation of the social taboos and racial stigma for sucltdled) transgressive unions.
Only10years aftet. i n ghotdgsaph of Mary Ann was taken, her younger brother, Jonathan
Cowan (my greagreatgrandfather), married a white woman called Elizabeth Hughes in
1883% My greatgreatgr and mot her E | d maanb Jonathanh scame htaicase  t

t hough, and through our familyés or al histor

because she married a blackfella.

82Grafton Regional Atfia@®GalLiedy, COThecdobnoW(IGrafton, I
Gallery, 2004).
8NSW Government, OMarriage Certificate for Jonathon (

58



In 2005, historians Victoria Haskins (a white woman) and her husband John Maynard (an
Aborigind man)cewr ot e an article called 6Sex, Race a
interrelationships between Aboriginal men and white women were obscure, neglected and
missing from the Australian historical landscape, just as social taboos and tigmal were

an effective deterrent in preventing Buch r e
Katherine Ellinghaus explained that the rarity of unions between Aboriginal men and white
women, as opposed to those betweadrite men and Aboriginal women, was simply about

biology because the consequences of relationships were very diffékenthite woman

[unlike a white mang would be literally left holding the ba§®

In their article, Haskins and Maynard retold some stories of white women who lived with or
married Aboriginal men. They explained that
rescueonthepart of white society was min¥Theyd wi t h
stated that by capturing the Operspectives a
men in this history, we cannot overlook the overarching framework of white paaiig@ver

that made decisions to marry and bear children more than just individual (and eccentric)

¢ h o i 8tFers dvhite woman to willingly make her body available to an Aboriginal man was

to render the white man impotéfitHa s ki ns and Maynard wanted t
which the individualév oi ces from the past %night be hearc

Family history research is such a space, and throughout this thesis, even in this chapter alone,

| have artiicwhichatheendividGaddvorgs aornghe past might be heard in the
present 0. I will -geatgraddmomtyhevhi Eki makkeeatthds
described the predicament of white women bei
shewas notust left holding the baby (Roy), but also five other children. In 1900, at the age of

43, my Aboriginal greagreatgrandfather Jack Cowan died of pneumonia and asiemang

Elizabeth with six childrenTheir names and ages at the time ofrtheif at her 6 s deat
follows: Alice, 15; John Thomagmy greatgrandfather)12; Edith, 11, Walter, seven;Harold

8Victoria Haskins and Jo hnHisidacg Gtadie®6, nod286 €805):1Rlace and Pc

8%Kat herine Ellinghaus, O6Margins of Acceptability: CIe&
Nor t h Ammentiers:cAaJéurnal of Women Studi23, no. 3 (2002): 555.

8%Haskins and Maynard, .60Sex, Race and Power6, 200

87 Ibid., 216.

88 |bid., 200.

89 |bid., 216.
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Arthur, four; and Royninemonths | have often wondered how Elizabeth, a white woman with

six mixedrace children, survived after 190

The depression in the 1890s datérdroughtthataffected most of NSW until the early 1900s
caused high unemployment in most arddsere was no government unemployment relief, so
unemployed Aborigines relied on the Austral@m v e r n ARBrfar ldasic rdons, which
consisted of a small dole of dry goods such as flour, sugar and tea. There was never meat, as
Aborigines were expected to hunt and fish for themselves. Many previousisuffiedfent
Aborigines were forced to move to reserves and the rigeigeneral population considerably
diminished their potential for se#fufficiency® The need for Aboriginal people to come
forward and collect rations also put them under &® B @potlight. The APB became
increasingly alarmed that mixateéscent people were not separating themselves from the
Aboriginal community. In 1907, they wanted new legislative power to remove all authority of
Aboriginal parents over their children and give it to the Baatdco parentigé&n place of the
parent§).%* As the campaign fomore powein loco parentisbecame more frenzied, the APB
began to lease reserve land for its own revenue, to fund future plans for training homes for
Aboriginal children®®> Robert Donaldson, an APB member since 1904 who helped draft the
Aborigines Protection Ac909 crafted an amendment to this Act that would see the removal
of Aboriginal children from their families without the consent of the court. Goodall states that
althoughthe Act was nobfficially amended until 1915rom 1912the APB began removing

as manychildren as it could®

The current elders in Grafton told me that Elizabeth had to flee from Graftéear of child

removal andn the process left one of her children behind. A few years after Jonathan died,
their son Harold broke his leg at the age of seven years old. They told me that, because the
family lived out of town, and Harold needed to go to Grafton hospital, he wasitlefand
eventually Oadopt e d§enhuyy fdundbhat Hawld tvas kbar inyi90& n n .
when his father died, so it was 1903 when he broke his leg. Mary Ann Williams was previously
Mary Ann Cowan, the same Mary Ann that we saw in the Lindt gmapds (Figures 17 and
18l)above who was cal | e Hlizabathahadyive dtinenchildrén tdthrefarr r a 6

9 Goodall,Invasion to EmbassyL11.
%1 bid., 119.

92 |pid., 121 22.

93 |bid., 123.
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on her own, and so 6he remained in the care
by the name of ArthufiCodged Wi | | i®*a ms

(@)

At the age o1, Arthur joined the Australian Imperial Force in 1917 during the First World
War (see Figure 22andhis militaryrecordd i BIrs Mady Ann William®as his next of kin.

To enlist, Arthur Harold Williams had to change his name back to hisdwal name of
Cowan, and although his birth name was Harold Arthur Cowan, in the army he was known as
Arthur Harold Cowarf?

VAT : o 150

Figure 22: Harold Arthu r Cowan (photographed here in Australian Army uniform) %

Note: Haroldwas taken in by his AupMary Ann Williams andknown as Arthur Harold Williams until he
had to use his biological name to enlist

%4McBean,The LindtStory 58. What the elders told me correlates \
% |bid., 58.
9 My Family Collection
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Ar t hur 6 ény gneatgrbaggrandmother)ElizabethCowan was lost from the historic
record from 1900 after Jonathan died until 1920 when she married another Aboriginal man

called William Olive(see Figure 23)

P ~
= |

Figure 23: William Olive and his wife (my great-great-grandmother) Elizabeth

Cowan/Olive (nee Hughesy

Even though my research was in the recent past and only a small sgaesesfttime had
passed between | osing her trail in T&audo and
not help but worry about her andrhehildren. | prayed that shéid notsuffer too greatly, this

poor white woman, who was probably a social outcast, trying to survive with five raged

97 My Family Collection.
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children during drought, depression and increashRB surveillance and removals of

Aboriginal childen.

So | was delighted to find out about her second marriage to William Olive who was,
interestingly,anotherAboriginal man. Family oral history tells us that she lived with William

for several years before married. Elizabeth @agears old when she nreed William, who
was10yearsher junior agedb5. I n our family, he was endear.
by my grandmother and her siblings. | suspect the above photograph @gusas taken on

their wedding day given their ages and the fact tinay are dressed so formalligure 24

shows a more Oeverydayo6 photograph of Willia

Figure24. A | ess f or mal phot ¢AKA Wigidm Odbivie ) wattGmya n d p a ¢
grandmot herdos brother Jack Cowan J

%8 My Family Collection.

63



1.4The Anderson Family

Sam ANDERSON
1885 - 1959
Mary Jane
ANDERSON
Henry
ANDERSON
19111900 Peter YUKE
Mabel YUKE
1892 - 1937
Eliza WILSON
Rita Pearl
ANDERSON
1939 - 2017 UNKNOWN
Evelyn
SOLOMON
1915 - 1986 SOLOMON

Figure 25: My mot her

Nelllie SOLOMON
1896 - 1933

Ruby MORGAN

Ri ta Ander sonos

paternal cor

When | was growing upny mother told me that her grandfather, Sam Andemsas a famous

cricketer. That was all | ever knew about her sidéneffamily until the early 2000s when my

aunt, Aboriginal author Ruby Langford Ginibi (Aunty Rubghowed me a photograph taken

at Deebing Creek Aborigines Reserve Station in £895.

In the photograph, Aunty Ruby pointed out Sam (the boy seated on tighfawith his arms

crossed) -mln@dodd smatfued Mary Jane

(standing b

(see Figure 26)Until then | hadneither seen the Deebing Creek Aborigines Reserve Station
S a mdMsary Jamret |hvas féssinatedabynthe wa s

photographo r known

t h

at

photograph. Later | travelled to Lismore to meet Maurice Ryan, the man who Aunty Ruby told

me had identified Mary Jane and Sam in the Deebing Creek photograph.

99 Aborigines reserves that had APB-appointed superintendent or manager were sometimes called
O0Aborigines reserve st

of Aboriginal
Chapter2, some reserve space

fami |l
wer e

i es
kno

ations?o. Unsuper vilaxesdhatr eser ve
were not official Aborigines reserves, or places on Crown land or pastoralist properties where large groups
Il i ved t og eAdditienally, assesine of t en ¢

wn colloquially

by

Aborigines

missionaries ministered to people at these locations. For example, Box Ridge Aborigines Reserve was also

known as Box Ridge Mission.
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Figure 26: Deebing CreekMission residents, circa 189%°

Note:Sam Anderson is the boy sitting on the far right with his arms crossed. His nhdéngrdanestands
behind him wearingvhite and holdinga baby.Superintendent Thomas Ivins (circled) can be seen in the far
left, reclining in the grass.

Maurice Ryan, a former senior lecturer at Southern Cross Univetsgsmore, wrote a
biography of Sam Anderson call&lsky Legend: Biography of Sam Andetrsahoriginal
Cricketer'®! This selfpublished book began its life in 1976 wh&yan set his student
Margaret Keller the task of researching and writing an assignment about the life of Sam
Anderson, a locally famous Aboriginal county cricketer. Over the y&yan added to his
collection of information about Sam Anderson anc001, published the book. In the Deebing

Creek photograp(Figure 26) Superintendent Thomas Ivins can be seen reclining in the grass.
Mrivinsbs chil dren grew up on Deebing Creek Abo
and in the 1970sMargaret Keller wrote them many letters to ask them about their memories

of Sam Anderson. Mrs Doris Smith, Thomas lérgaughteyc | ear 'y i denti fi ed
his mother Mary Jane from the group photogrdiMaurice Ryan passed away a few years

1Wst ate Library of Qu e egnedRasene Statiod GeupiPmowpgraph of lankatesA b o r i
Negative Number 18939 Jdn @xpeLbar§StateRibrarysobQ@ueeaslandQL D :
1895).

101 Maurice RyanDusky Legend: Biography of Sam Andegsinoriginal Cricketer(Lismore, NSW: Northern
Rivers Press, 2001).

poris Smith, o6Letter from Mrs Doris Smith to Mrs Ma
Creek Photograph, Written 4th August 19776, Byron B
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ago, lut before he died he gave me a pile of original documents about Sam Anderson and

Deebing Creek Aborigines Reserve Station, which included these letters.

It was only as recently as 2012, fr@nquiriesmade tathe Queensland State Archivebat |

foundout hat Mary Jane (Samb6s mot her ,inFguree26di ng b
was a WakkaVakka woman originally from EslQueensland?® The Aborigines Protection

and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Act 1888 enacted in Queensland and resulted in many
Aboriginal people being sent great distances to Aborigesesve stationgnd Deebing Creek

Aborigines Reserve Station was one of théhfrinding out that she came from Wakka Wakka
Countryis extremely important because now we can remember her to tlétd#rer than the

reserve, a place so far away from her home Country

Deebing Creek had aicket club that was established in 1892Sam played country cricket

with | ocal cricket c¢clubs up to the time he |
Af fairs Department ,bdwer®toaVecdenboag) tthen .on td GasimdS W
where he worked at an abattoir. Many Richmond River towns had turned to dairying, along

with beef and timber industriesndthere were plenty of opportunities for rural work&¥s.

Sam gained employment from Cunningham Henderson at Main Camp, oneficsttheajor
properties in the Casino area. As mentione
marri agec aqntde ddh awds c | eaas tand Aleo rciad il reeds 6dhadt
writing he went on to espbéai whohweretehexeewer
and he named my gregtandfather Sam Anderson as one of them. Henderson wrote about

how he met Sand Haame to me looking for a job, and | liked him on sight. He was a medium
horseman, but a splendid man at other wdEkerything he did showed capability and

intel ' gencebod.

1BQueens!l and GCherboarg Sonial History Card for Kee¢he n Bl ac k, (Brishane,. C. / B16 9
QLD: Queensland State Archives) (nee Anderson, Sambd
Mt Esk on 18 September 1897 to a 6White mandé and an
MaryJanews a Wakka Wakka woman (6Ti ndaQoel /Ge3n3e7a |8029/y2 9 1CBhoe
Queensland State Archives). An Aboriginal woman named Mary Jane was listed as living at Eskdale in 1882
(QLD Government, OReturn of Bl ayhk882t Gol/AB3Y 82818 t o Abor
(Brisbane, QLD: Queensland State Archives)). Mary J
identified by the daughter of Mr Ivins, Manager of Deebing Creek Mission, Queensland, in a photograph of
mission residents takerirca 1895. See Ryabusky Legendl3.

104 HabermannDeebing Creek & Purga Missiong23.

105 Ryan Dusky Legend22i 25.

106 Ryan Dusky Legend36.

YHenderson, OAustralian Aboriginesdé, 17.
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After working for Henderson for a fortnighfam asked him where he could find a cricket

game, so Henderson sent him to his neighbour Mr Yabsley who was a keen cricketer with his
own team calledthé Bungawal bynso. Henderson said that
described Sam as the best county cricketer that he had ever seen, so Henderson decided to
6transfer him altogetheré. Sam played agains
manyyears(see Figure 27He was generally a good bowler and fielder, analhder, but he

stood out as a batsman and wiekeeper. Later he became famous locally (and in our family)

for getting DonBradman out for a duck. | thougthis was just a familynyth until | found the

newspaper article that reportedsee Figure ).

ALAH KIPPAX'S XI. v. RICHMOND-TWEED XI.

Visiting and local representative crickeis;s who took part in Saturday's big match at the Becreation Ground, Lismore

Standing.—J. J. Moss (umpire), 8, Andesson, T, Rummery, B. Irvine, C. Haysom, R. Wotherspoon, L. Benaud, C. Nichos (Kippax XL),
F. Armstrong, ¥. Bmerde, C. Trumper (Kippax (XI.), C. Amies, A. Wood (umpire).

Sitting.—C. Callaway, B. Rofe, H. Moore, E. L. Waddy, Archie Jackson, Alan Kippax (capt.), 0. Halpin Richmond-Tweed (capt), =
Eradman, E. E. Bubb (manager), 8. Joeslyn, W. Basactt.

Figure 27: Don Bradman (circled mid-right, firstrow) was on Ki ppaxods XI t

Sam Anderson(circled far left, second row)played for the RichmondTweed X|'°8

g Narrow Win: Kippaxés Te anNoihers Star(Lismiré, SSW: 18€61954Men Shap.
17 September 1928, 4, https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/94046801.
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Figure 28: A newspaper article confirming that my greatgrandfather Sam got Don

Bradman out for a duck'®®
Henderson said that

with the addition of Anderson the Bungawalbyns won nearly all their matches. He
knew everystroke and move in the game, and was entirely without conceit. He was
unfortunate in two things. He was a drinker and a half ¢&te.

The late Aunty Ruby Langfordsinibi, my motherds sister, angr
Hender son said btymygmandiatheghecadelshcanimidity that cgiid be
handed from one white man to anot Hé&Aunty Whoev
Ruby wrote four books between 1988 ar@®9. She included excerpts of Cunningham
Hender sonds manus,MyBupdalungPeopleShe madh it very clebarahatk

109 | pid.
MMHenderson, O6Australian Aboriginesdé, 17.
11 Ruby Langford GinibiMy Bundjalung PeopléSt Lucia, QLD: University of Queensland Pse$994), 98.
She was always Ruby Langford to us, but was |l ater g

swand) by one of our el ders.

68



she thought t hat Hendersonbés effort to gair

motivated by his need for workeiShe added

it was to his advantage to win their respect because in return he received sixty years
of Kooril abour which he used to increase his o
settlers could not have built up their empires without Aboriginal lab3ur.

In my headl can hear Aunty Rubyds voice saying tF
rightitwast o Hender sonds advant awgasmotivatedy his ndedh e i r r
for workers, for which helid receive many years of service. idkersonwas alwag upfront

about that. I think Aunty Rubyds anger come:

being exploited, but | think deeper analysis is required here.

A couple of points need to be acknowledgesle,and t hey are Sambés ac
reciprocit in action. Sam wanted to play cricket, and so Henderson transferred him to Yabsley
where he could still have a job, but also enjoy the sport that he was so gifted at playing.
Hender son met Samdés needs, securingedll@snot her
nei ghbourdés gratitude and guaranteed a winni
am not denying the unequal power status of
Aboriginal people, just having a job at that time was a rare commddity.reason why
Henderson and Yabsley won the loyalty of their employees was because they provided good,
consistent, longerm work for them and treated their workers respectf(dtyleast by the

standards of the timeo it is no surprise that Aborigiremployees stayed with them for many

years.

112 _angford Ginibi,My Bundjalung People0.
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1.5The Solomon Family

Sam ANDERSON
1885 - 1959

Mary Jane
ANDERSON
Henry
ANDERSON
L Peter YUKE
Mabel YUKE
1892 - 1937
Eliza WILSON
Rita Pearl
ANDERSON
1939 - 2017 UNKNOWN
Evelyn
SOLOMON
1915 - 1986 SOLOMON
Nelllie SOLOMON
1896 - 1933
Ruby MORGAN
Figure 29: My mot her Rita Andersonds maternal cor

My grandparents on my motherés side of t he
Sol omon. On my mothelSelomdrsfamityebeéganron tad Abdrigimeserve

at Kyogl e-bwbbddamahukhown abs o®albéo nBounn dg rad uan g
called Ruby. Solomon and Ruby wehe parents of a son called Octo Solomon andgreat
grandmother Nellie Solomon. As | said earlier, us e t h-el ot edd bifkiél t his
archival record has recorded the person as such. As an Aboriginal family history researcher, |

do not findltolhha 6t erf hedfshiviee memrcésu ski ft fheer evn t i
| have discovered maditionalancestorone who | see as a bridge back to ourgotnisation

ancestors on the continuum of Aboriginal history.

Unl i ke the Andersonés, the Solomon family we
NSW. The Kyogle Aborigines Station Reserve was first recorded in the historic record as a
pastoral | ease called ORunnymedeignesReaetrve r i t
and/or Runnymede Aborigines Home, before finally being known as Kyogle Aborigines

Station(see Figure 30)
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Figure30: Phot ograph titled 6Aborigines Htakere, Runi
in 1906+

My motherandhe si sters only ever knew that their ¢
but theydid notknow who their greagirandparents were. Unexpectedly, | managed to locate

a record of a reference to Nellie Solomon at the Queensland State Archives. It was a very
strange way to find out who the last set of my ggratitgrandparents were. The reference

was to a paper written by a man called Gilbert Phillips, B.Sc., from the Department of
Physiology, University of Sydney, for the Australian National Research Astgwti The
article, titled 6The | HaemAgylutinatian Reactiong of thdn e St
Bl ood of Aust rwadpubdished i theladicagJounnal sf@ustralian 7April

1928114

Phillips travelled to the Runnymede (Kyogle) Aborigines Reserve Station at the time that my
greatgr andmot her Nellie Solomon |ived-bit boedé. H
Aborigines and in higarticle he made suréo include information about ¢hgenealogy of the

Aboriginal people who he testddee Figure 31)Phillips outlined the process that he went
through to ascertain t kdtootdhoe Apeoaplge nlees t es't

This work was carried on at the expense of the Australian Nafkmssarch Council
at Runnymede Aboriginal Station South Kyogle, New South Wales. As no record of

3 Photograph: Aborigines Home§/ RuUM nySnedree y ,n eNaS W:K yMigtl
State Library of NSW, 1906). My family members and other older Aboriginal people have always called the
Reserve O6Stoney Gullyd. This was my motherds birthp

4Gilbert Phillips, ©6AnN Isb-HaecmAgglutination Reactionsoof theBleod &t udy of
Aust ral i an M&ica JourrmliohAadtraid (7 April 1928)
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genealogy was kept on the station, | investigated the purity of my subjects in three
ways;
1 By information supplied by the Manager of the Station.
1 By careful cr@sexamination of the subjects.
1 By the crossexamination of other people who had known the parents of each
subjectt?®

Figure3: Segment f r om Pechnfirinihg the gehealoggandtraddidna!

nameofmygreatgr andmot her Nel |l i e Sol oion and he

I was curious about why Phibll loiopl®d wWdDrigsnees
reserve.l found thatPhillips conducted another studyt Barambah Aborigines Reserve
Queensland, now known as Cherbourg. | sent this study to the Aborigines Reserve museum,
6The Ration Shed?é, because in this study Phi
all the 55 Aboriginal people he tested. Incredibly, this record has thatjbt® inform 55

families of their ancestorsoé original home <c
I have to admit that | wasnotivanioke chy AuntyeRuby, s us pi
| wondered if my relatives were just being expldite by whi t ef el l as. | tho
did they want t o tsthissomaerkind i Daovnis@rigin obtiie Sjpeties o d ?

investigaton®i d t hey really think we wereno6ét human

this was abouthut bot articles contained a lot of medical jargon that | did not understand.
Accordingly, | decided to search forleematologistvho could explain it to meDaringly, |

sentan emailtothe Secretarfy Austral i ads Ha sithéddthoiPbilh pssbs As
studies attachedin explanation ofvho | was and what | was hoping to find olib my

delighted surprisd received an immediate response.

Wphillips, 6An Introductiond, 431.
116 |hid., 432.
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DrStevenLané'’t ook t he t i msstudies and \eratedan &nfail inh réspopsm

guestionsHe said

This paper is interesting, ébhemetiipdsiace out da
outdated (no consent information provided, we would usuaHlileletify research

subjects these days). Basicallythe author was looking to see if Aboriginal

Austrdian population blood types had distinct differences to Caucasian blood types.

This is really important to know for purposes such as blood transfusion (incompatible

blood can be fatal if administered). There were some differences identified (as one

might expect). Group4lV are the groups we now speak of as AB, A, B, and O (ABO

blood groups). The paper concludes that Aboriginal Australians have the same
distribution of ABO groups as Caucasian Australians, although this is not specifically

tested. Again,the donot Il dentify the other antigen
common) that cause the agglutination, but in the subsequent 100 years, these have

been classified in detalit®

Phillips and his delegating superiongere notb e i ng 06 e v théyuere gendinsly s 6
investigating Aboriginal blood because if they did transfusions on Aboriginal people,

6i ncompati bl e Rrdviouslyl statethatl b & hfoautgehlt6 . Aunty Ruby¢
from her immediate impression that her grandfather wiasg lexploited. | am now confronted
bythefact hat my | mmedi at eblooddestipppwasas defewsivePal Auinty i p s 6

Rubyds was.

Here is another trigger for introspection. Why did my Aunty think the worst of Cunningham
Hender sonds iadc tli armhs "t kKWh yisacions8 Irsat hereavondefighdw! i p s ¢
to answer this question and the conclusion | have come up with is that Aboriginal people have,
historically, seen the worst of whitsustralians. There have always been low expectations

placed orusas far as our ability to succeed go¥sAreour @b or i gi nal peopl esd

117Dr Steven Lane is a Leukaemia researcher and Clinical Haematologist. He is an Associate Brafessor
April 2018, wasappointed as the new Head of the Cancer Program at QIMR Berghofer Medical Research
InstitutetFor Dr Lanesbés profile, see QI MR Berghofer Medi
Steven Lane Appointed New Head of Cancer Programd (
https://www.qgimrberghofer.edu.au/2018/04/assogmtdessorstevenlaneappointednewheadcancer
program/

118 Dr Steven LaneEmail correspondenc@ 4 January 2019).

119 Multiple examples of low expectations can be seen in the historic record, most promin&fg in
legislation, reports and correspondence. Later chapters will many illuminate esafpl an kdepth look
at how this legacy continues in recent times in some Aboriginal communities, see Aboriginal Educator Chris
Sar r a 6GoodiMoraikg Mr Sarra: My Life Working for a Stronger, Smarter Future for Our Children
(St Lucia, QLD: Universt y of Queensland Press, 2012). The book
the tide of | ow expectationsd.
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reactions also an indicator of reciprocal low expectationsolnand i genous peopl es

kindness and humanity?

I was very ha psstudy beoausk | waslfindiyhablé tb kn@ilsoOmy great
greatgrandpa e nt s 8 emxacmreegpsts f or Sam And e r sAdditidnally, u n k n o w
Phillipsrecordedmygreafr and mot her Nel | i e SBabuodeSmaléng t r ad
with finding that Deebing Creek Resmdsme St at
greatgreatgr and mot her Mary Ja mBenus | now knenM nyigeat a | na
grandmot her Nel | i e 6% Whatasedhe bddsoohnaelfindingpamebscars we |
archive written by an educated whitefella who visited my ancestoas 8boriginesreserve

in 192872 It is beyond extraordinary to discover that he personally interviewed my great

grandmother Nellie to ask her about her pedigree and record it in writing.

Like many other Aboriginal children, Nellie was removed from her familgeglaced into
domestic servicelhe removal of Aboriginal children from their families was an integral part
of APB policies!?! It started in normatourt proceedings under tiNeglected Children and
Juvenile Offenders Act 1905

A (neglected or duncontrollablé child may be apprehended and brought before a
court which can release the child on probation, commit the child to an institution until
the age of 18 years, or to the care of a willing pesachild in an institution may be
apprenticed in accordance withe Apprentices Act 1902

This Act regulated apprenticesd terms and cc

years old for apprentices.

The Aborigines Protection Act 190$ave the APB statutory powers in relation to all reserves.
The B aaiesthduded that they provide for the custody, maintenance and education of
the children of Aborigines. The APB could apprentiiee child of any aborigine or the
neglected child of any person apparently having an admixture of aboriginal blood in his veins
subject to theApprentices Act 1901The APB wasvested with the power to control all

Aboriginesreservesand that included the power to remove people from them. Regulations

120 Habermannpeebing Creek & Purga Mission31.

121 Anna HaebichBroken Circles: Fragmenting Indigenous Families 18000 (Freemantle, WA: Fremantle
Arts Centre Press, 2000), 183.

22NSW Government, OAborigines Protection Acts in New
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collectiemsline/digitisedcollections/removand protect/newsouth
wales
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6could be made for the <car e, cust odthe and e
conditions on which <certain chi'®lidwillemoremay b e
extensivelydiscuss APB child removah the next chapter, because the APB really ramped up

their actions in the next timefranf&911 1934).The APB Minutes below peain to my great
grandmother Nellie and | have deliberately formatted them the same way as they appear in the
actual APB Minute Books to show the perfunctory way in which the APB made decisions about

Aboriginal lives.
9/11/1911
Indenture of Miss Nellie Sminon, Runnymede, to Mr E F E Edwards, Kyogle
APB ResponseCompleted
6/6/1912

Local Committee, Kyogle, re conduct of aboriginal girl Nellie Solomon, apprenticed
to Mrs J C Edwards, of Roseberry Park, Kyogle

APB ResponseCancellation of indenture approved, arrange for the girl to be sent
to Sydney

27/6/1912

Further reports re Aboriginal girl Nellie Solomon, apprenticed to Mrs Edwards
Kyogle

APB ResponseNellie Solomon to be allowed to remain with Mrs Edwards
26/9/1912

Re: Aboriginal girl Nellie Solomoaf Runnymede Home, apprenticed to Mr Edwards
of Roseberry, Kyogle

APB ResponseArrange for this girl to be sent to Sydney
16/10/1912

Refusal of aboriginal girl Nellie Solomon (lately employed by Mrs Edwards of
Kyogle) to come to Sydney, as directed byr8oa

123 bid.
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APB Response:nform Local Committee a member of the Central Board will be
visiting in the New Year; meanwhile endeavours might be made to obtain another
place locally for the girt2*

From theaboveentrieswe can see that Nellieds conduct w
she just resisted being employed by (specifically) the Edwards family, or whether she resisted
being indentured overall is unclear. The APB teetered between wanting to make her stay where

she waor sending her to Sydney, | think as punishment, but they were seemingly powerless
when she refused to go. Nellie was not the only young girl to mestatation and the APB

Minutes Books record other instances of Aboriginal girls refusing taHgaever, there are

numerous other experiences contrary to this outcome, and | speculate that the reason Nellie and
other girls of her time (121/1912) who were successful in staying on country might have only
achieved such a feat because the APB were still fumbling alongyimg to implement

legislative changes to th&boriginesProtection Act 1909The APB wantedthe powe to
remove Aboriginal chil dr en wiAkofigmaestProtacaom i ng t
Amending Act 191fmoved that requirement so that childcenld be taken away witlutthe

court or anyone else obstructh e  AiReBitirs?® Goodall stated thagven though the
legislationwasnoto f f i ci ally passed unti loflRbberthd®oda
saw children removed by as early as 1%fHere we seeny greatgrandmother Nellidirst

being removed in 191L.

1.6 Conclusion

This chapter has established the beginning o
lines on Bundjalung Country. From therenoved forward in time to examine each of the four
familyobds origins. T h e Bestsamountkof irifcammtioh y thigr ovi d
chapteftimeframe but in later chapters all of the families have the chance to move in and out

of the spotlight, depending on the amount of information available in eaciaime

Apart from establishing the beginningmfy f our gr andparentsdé fami/l

provided us with the opportunity to take a closer look at both Indigenous ardddiganous

2NSW Government, O6A.P.B Minute Book References to Ne
Original Location 4/ 71176, Aborigines Pri®l8&ction Bo
I2NSW Government, O6Aboriginexl9 Ps®dt ehAltomingiAmendP mgt Actt i

(Canberra, ACT: AITSIS, 1915),
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised_collections/remove/52290.pdf.
126 Goodall,Invasion to Embassyl 23.
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people in the colonial landscape. Firsthand accounts are a rich source to draw from. From

Hender son®&s omommeretr r aci al marricage eand whr e

lowest of Aboriginesand from Henry Reynoldsd observat.i

derogatory terminologies about Aborigines
h u ma nif i cjedr that white settlers saw themselves as being above Aborigines on their

perceived hierarchy of humanity. These nasa#ing words and the words used to categorise

t

Aboriginal peopl e ar e dmamingiAkosginal peaptle, améheye t he

act as Onamelessod6 | abel s. John William LindH1

Mary Ann of Ulmarra was one of only a handful whom he bothered to name.

I have | earned that discovering ar ¢s$eeingal r
old photographs and matching faces with names is much more than just a search to find out
who my earliest ancestors were. When this research is written as a piece of scholarly history
writing within the context of Australian and Aboriginal histosge can see how Aboriginal
family history research can be an important contribution to national history.

Specifically, this Aboriginafamily history has provided me with the opportunity to interrogate
generic | aid loo dpE I-ciekset @difg uadahlninbults used to describe my
ancestors and other Aboriginal peaplevas able to see them for what they really were. By
understanding that they were devices used to by vdatders to separate us from them,
position us as objects, subordinate status and erase our humanity, my perspective on these
labels has changed significantly. But they are just mirrors that reflect back tosetilez®

their own inhumanity. For me, it is in that shift of perspective, in that moment of recognition,
that their power is evaporated.

Family history research ensures that Aboriginal people in history can no longer be thought of
as being a nameless component of a collective racial grouping. They are no longer invisible.
They areOneMy, my greatgreatgrandmaher whose name was recorded four different ways
Wollumbin Johnnyleader of the Wollumbin peopl&am Andersagriamous Aboriginatounty
cricketer;Elizabeth Hughd€owariOlive, the white wife of not one, but two Aboriginal men
andNellie Solomornthe qitsy girl whorefusedhe APB and was able to remain at home (albeit

for an unknown time). Although once viewed condescendingly, strong family histories are
emerging and gaining recognition. They can bring incredible richness to historical narratives
and mportantly (among many other attributes) can restore the humanity of previously forgotten
Aboriginal people.
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Chapter 2: Birth and Marriage on the Reserve 1911 1934

\

€A ¢ )
,\‘Ukerebagh Island, Tweed Heads
Y

.

" ¢

Dunoon

Box Ridge ¥ 4

‘Nymbmda

Figure 32: View of Aborigines reservesin northern NSW where my family members

lived!

So you intend to pack us in like sardines in a tin! The 52 here now are only part of
the tribei where are the remaining thirty or forty going to live? How are 52 going to
make a living on 10 or 12 acres as you propose theyld do? This is our home for

! Image generated using Google Earth.
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life granted by Messrs. Barrie, Hewitt, Garrard and Inspector Evans who informed us

that no white man was to interfere with wus
for help. If we are left alone we can do what requirdaglourselves if we were

only left in peace to earn our bread the same as the white man does.

0 Letter from Aboriginal man, Billy Robinson (Dunoon ReserteMinister for
Lands?

The above quotatiols an extract from an emotigracked letter that Aboriginal man Mr Billy

Robinson from Dunoon Aborigines Reserve sent to the kMini®r Lands in 1922. It was

published in théNorthern Stay Li s mor eds | ocal n exvof thislgiterr . | ¢
to be an exemplaf Aboriginal frustration and distress over the capricious, niggardly decisions

of the AustralianGo v e r rsAmRBnnt régard to reserve land. Dunoon Aborigines Reserve

was my mater nal grandfather Henry Ander sonods
were born in 1911 andy 1934 both sets of grandparenisd left the reservémissionto

embark on independémarried life, hence the tiframeof this chapter.

My intention for this chapter was thscoverwhat everyday life was like for my ancestors and

other Aboriginal people who resided on Aborigineservesand missions. APBarchival

documents relatingtsmy ancestor s, APB Minutes and Year
schoolfiles, photographs and local newspaper articles have provided a deeper understanding

of my ancestorsd and other Aboriginal peopl
outcome ofexamining the microcosm of the Aborigines reserve/mission space hashleeen
provision ofinformative insights into the actions of both the wiitgstralian government

officials and whiteAustralian people on and around the reserve. Theséndagenous pople

were APB officials, Aboriginesreserve manageendmatronst he O Loc al,loc&lo mmi t t
police,Department of Public Instructid{DPI) inspectorsp Ab o r i g i schedteachers y 6

the Primary ProduceddJnion (PPU) and United AborigingsMission (UAM) missionaries

The reserve/mission space was a place of interaction between Aboriginal people and all of the

above.

This chapter provides evidence of the unfair ways in which Aboriginal people experienced

disadvantage on the basis of their radet all interactions between whi&ustralians and

26 Abor i gi n &etheRSwmriismor,NSW: 18761954), 26 August 1922,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 93403237

8 The Department of Public Instruction © mmo n | y a b DepteiPil.Gwas the early nahe for what
we now call the Department of Education.
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Aborigines on the reserve/msisn space were negative onasd | have delierately included
in this thesisome examples of whit@ustralian kindness that deserve attentldowever, this
researchbui | ds on previous contentions that t he
policies and actions had serious and severe repescassi f or Abori gi nal pec
andlarguethat he greatest of these OseveGoernmantper cus

crushed Aboriginal aspirations for future security and independence.

The reserve/mission spaces brought into this @nage Dunoon Aborigines Reserve Station
(where my grandfathedenry Andersorwas born), Nymboida Aborigines Reserve Station
(where my grandmothdfdith Cowanwas born), Ukerebagh Aborigines Reserve (where my
greatgrandparents were segregated from whitestralians and sent to live) and Box Ridge

Aborigines Reserve/Mission (where all four of my grandparents lived and were married).

Before launching into telling the stories about the reserve/ mission spaces where my ancestors
lived, it is important to prade information about terminology, the Closer Settlement Scheme,
and a brief history of reserve land and the APBISW.

2.1 Terminology

The difference between reserves, reserve stations and missions are asd@dosve r ve s 0 wer
similar to what the Nativee r i cans woul d describe as (I ndi ¢
in Australia were officially KknownReserse 6Cr o
stationsd wer e r e s-Austtakasmamageempioged by the p\PBand whi t e
ani s s iwerarasérvesvhere Christian missionaries ministered to Aborigines and taught

Sunday school to Aboriginal children.

4 John Manard Fight for Liberty and Freedom: The Origins of Australian Activ{€@anberra, ACT:
Aboriginal Studies Press, 2007), 141.

S0originally called O6Runnymede6 after an early pastora
birthplace near Kyogl e, |l ater became -Australiamn as O6Kyog
historic record, it i&Kwoesaglad | Ab acraildiende O RRensnggrmeedé®,6 ot
ot her older Aboriginal people always called it Ston

and include the other names in footnotes where necessary.
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2.2 The Closer Settlement Scheme/Soldier Settlers

The Returned Soldier Settlement Scheme was an expansion of the original Closer Settlement
Scheme.A definite policy of Closer Settlement was first decided by Governor Lachlan
Macquarie (the fifth Governor of NSW¥81Q 1821) because, among various reasons, he was
principally opposed to large landholding which he believed discouraged genuine settlers.
Lavish granting of large areas would hinder genuine settlers and force new men to go further

out. By the 183Qsthe Closer Settlement Scheme had been supersedib@ bguatting era

when land grants by purpose or auction were introduced to raise goverenvemie. (That is

how Joshua Bray pur chasviegbadtoeloser ¥etléemenhcamerin Ru n 6
the 1860s when the gold fiefdlgield diminishecf When the First World War ended and

soldiers began to retuhrome the government saw the reward of a block of farming land as a
chearalternative to rehabilitatior.he governrentexpanded the Closer Settlement Scheme

of 1905 which enabled soldier settlers to select a small block of agricultural land in certain
areas. When the goal of closer settlement wa
di gger s o, g remergsrfaund & alrmost dnggssible to deny the requests for reserve

lands. Thereforet he Ret urned Servicemanodés Settl ement

revoke existing\boriginesreserve land$
2.3 Aborigines Reserves in New South Wales

The ideato allodae | and as reservations for Aborigin
when the British abolished slaveading in 1833. The AniElavery Society and other
humanitarians turned their attention to festraliancolonies and the conditions of their ¢an

For the first time,Crown land was reserved for Aboriginal useeflecting British concem

about Aborigines and their access and rights to faBiitish Secretary of State Earl Henry

Grey argued that | eases wer iforder oghttoihuntoeen d e d t
these districts or to wander over them in search of subsistence in the manner in which they have
been hithertofore accustomeddéd. Grey also arg

limited rights, and that muchofégh r i ght s of possession °memaine

5Tom Connor, 0 GlcohssefhesMstraliar Quanterig2, no. 1 (March 1970): 723.

7 Goodall,Invasion to Embassy: Land in Aboriginal Politics in New South Wales-1972(St Leonards,
NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1996), 12324.

8 lbid., 47.

% 1bid., 49.
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late 1849 Governor Fitzroy and the Crown Land Commissioners supported restrictions on
pastoral leases, butere notkeen on the creation of Aborigines reserves in the squatting
districts. Any form of recognition of Aboriginal rights to land was bitterly opposed by

squatters?

Nonethelessthe creation of Aborigines reserves went ahead and 35 reserves were created in
185Q but as a small fraction of ona@st traditional lands they offered ldétprotection from
continuing violence which threatened to offt Aboriginal access to their land altogether. The
discovery of gold in 1851 dramatically changed the relations between Aboriginal people and
pastoralists as workers abandoned their jobs andtsgs and pastoralists, who only a few
months prior attacked Aborigines, now coveted Aboriginal workers who they desperately
needed to care for stock. For the first tjmppastoralists began to offer reasonable conditions,

cash wages and safe access &litional lands, so the reserves faded in significance as
Aboriginal people returned to country?!® Heath
From the 186Qsfencing became more common a@d a resultcattle work only became

available at setmmes for musteringlherefore pastoralists only paid Aborigines for seasonal

work, and during the offeason Aboriginal people lived off bush tuckeAs mentioned in

Chapterl, after gold rush land was opened up with the Robertson Langdsattiers, lilke my
greatgreatgr andf at her Augustus John Bostock, <coul

Conditional Purchases.

Aboriginal people became distressed over the rapid changes to land and loss of traditional
game arguably all over the state. Missioies at Maloga on the Murray River and Warangesda

on the Murrumbidgee River appealed to the N&@ernmenfor immediate benevolent aid

for Aborigines they described as@®mil88paoveri s|
Chief Protector of Aboriginesvir George Thorntonwas appointed and given a secretary and

a few hundred pounds of funds for the distribution of necessary aid. The following year, an
inquiry was launched into the workings of two Aborigimaission stationst Maloga and
Warangesda. Thgovernment, as a resulttoth e i mrepartj degidédsto appoint®@oard

for the Protection of AboriginéEomposed of five to seven member and it was gazetted on 5

10 |pid., 52 53.

1 Ibid., 57.

2l pid., 62. O6Tuckerd is an Australian slang word for
3 bid., 88 89.
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June 1883% The Lands Department provided tAPBwi t h 6 pl ans and- parti
five reserves idlifferent parts of the Colony, including a total area of 3,500 acres, which have
been set apart fdTheh€hied Gfecakotnirgi R@Pd oV
of Advice and Manage mttationahd these cane pode knawe ak thé or e
6Local Boar do. I n May D910ci alhley Loead e dBotaa
Commi tteesod wer e !The hotaé @ommittees tusualy compsisecedd d .
handful of upstanding town citizens (always men) appointed by the APB as local agents for
matters concerning most Aborigines mess/stations. They acted as #hesandearsof the

APB on the ground, enacted what the APB asked them to do and regularly reported back to
APB.

The APB functioned without any statutory power until 1909 whenAberigines Protection
Act1909was passedis previously stated, thdepression in the 1890s alaterdrought which
affected most of NSW until the early 1900s caused high unemployment in mostaaréas
unemployedAborigines relied ormeagre and insufficierAPB rations. From 1891 oravds,

many Aborigines were forced to apply to thé® B managers or the polider supportasthe

rise in population on independent reserves considerably diminished their potential -for self
sufficiency!’ This chapter presents evidence of how the initimh&nitarian ideology behind

the setting up of Aborigines reserves dissolved over time and did not translate to supporting

Aboriginal independence.
2.4 Dunoon

A record of my mater nal grandf at her Henry A
marriage certifiate revealed that he was born at Dunoon Aborigines Reserve if®IBHis.
certf i cat e recor ded |bacdatedhe yearhewasforn byisubtrahtig hess n d

YNSW Government, OAboriginesdé Protection: Report of t
Reel 16496 Public Service Board (Sydney, NS W: St at e
’NSW Government, OProtection of the Aborigines (Repor:
NSW: APB, 18881 8 8 4) 4; NSW Government, O6Aborigines. ( Rep«
Year 1910 Leg|slative Bslsembly (Sydney, NSW: APB
NS W Government, 60Aborigines. (Report of Board for tF
Assembly (Sydney, NSW: APB, 1911) , 1; NSW Gover nmen

Protection of, for YeaSydndy9NSW)APB, 1918.gi sl ati ve Assembl
17 Goodall,Invasion to EmbassyL11.

BNSW Government, OMarriage Certifi caSepeldfCertficater y Ander
No. 1934/ 0115446 (Sydney, NS W: NSW Registry of Birt
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age at marriage from the year the marriage took place. | had to do the same with three of my

four grandparents because birth recaidsply did not exist forAboriginal peopleat this time

The Dunoon Aborigines Reserve was situated on the Lismore Tweed Road, six miles north of
the country town of Lismore. It consisted of 420 acwess gazetted as AR35824/5 on 25
January 1903 and later marked as revoked on 16 Ad@85'° Sometime before June 1916,

my greatgrandparats decided to take their family far away from Dunoon and migrate south
to Box Ridge Mission, near Coraki, where my grandfattteen five years oldyvas enrolled

at the Coraki Aborigines Only Schao@lee Figure 33¥°

Note:My grandfatheHenry Anderson is theghtmostboyleaning orthe chair. Thigphotograptwas taken
just after his family migrated from his birthplace, Dunoon AborigineseRea to Box Ridge Mission

The quotationthat openedthis chapter was from a letter to the Minister of Lands written by
Aboriginal Dunoon resident Billie Robinsom whichh e c¢cl ear |l 'y declimsres t|

our home for life granted by Messrs. Bay Hewitt, Garrard and Inspector Evans who informed

©A, Mc Gui gan, O0Occasional Paper Number (No. 4): Abori
Research Aiddéd (Sydney, NSW:. NSW Ministry of Aborigi
ONSW Government, OLetter from Mr H¢&onakirAbohginaiSahanl A. P. B ¢
Files 18861 9 3 9 , Item Number 5/15528.16 (Sydney, NSW: St at
22Al ma Smith and Alva Atkins, O0Alma Smith and Alva Atk
Missionary Work (U.A.M) in N.S.W and W.A, 19622006. M.L.M.S.S. 8315/Boxes8, Folder 6.X, &

P.X. A 1303/ Boxes 1, 2 & 306 (i®9)ney, NS W: Mitchell L
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us that no white man was to interfere with u
members whom the people trustetVe( will see later in this chapter that not abcal
Committeesvere agespected and trusted by Aboriginal people as these mer) @ewdall

wrote that Chief Protector Thorntonds wordir
l and o6gr ant s 6s tammblogy imgliedwasnere mefmanent process. Police and

land officials such akocal Committeegxplained reserves lands in this way, and this is why

Aboriginal people strongly believed their reserve land belonged to%hem.

According to Goodallywhen amanager was employed at the previously unsupervised reserve

at Dunoon in 1914 the reserve became a stat.i
him and the Koori [ Abori ginal] resident so.
interference anthreats to remove children were so great that Kooris [Aborigines], including

those who had been farming the land, moved off the reserve to unreserved vacant land closer
to Lismore, vowing they woZdGoddalivamarked thahini n u n c
Aboriginal strategy forced the manager to resign and the station to revert back to being an
unsupervised reservejtht he O6speci al 6 [ Aclsingin Recemiees191®n |l vy sc
In concentrating my research focus on Dunoon Aborigines Reservieyarglto understand
whymygreatgr andparents Sam and Mabel|(Dudoejfltammy gr &
now able to elaborate on what Goodall me ant

In September 1914, the school teacher left Dunoon aasl replaced by Mr Terry as a
teacher/manager witthe APB providing a house for he and his wifdhen he arrivedMr
Terry told the people that he widnsletertdthec ho ol
local newspaper several years la#original resident at Dunoon Charlie Brown said with

22 Goodall,Invasion to Embassy0.

2l pbid., 143. |1 added 6Abor dindigenoas Adstraianandglebalor i gi nesd t
understanding. We Aboriginal people use particular words to name ourselves. These words vary from
different regions on the East Coast of Australia. In the south coast and inland southern areas, Aborigines call
themselves O0Koori 6 @E&s (iasdiavigdwalpyg) dmd BKebraine and

Aborigines call themselves 6Murridé6 (as individual s)
we describe ourselves as 6Goori 6 and ydaGiyeldeise s 0, pr o
described our terminology. Adding the 6ed6 in my spe

respectfully referred to us using the words that we use to hame ourselves.
24 Goodall,Invasion to Embassy43. | choose to callthemdAbor i gi nes Only schoolsé to
i

segregation of Aboriginal children fromwhiteu st r al i an chil dren at O6publicé
schools for the public, but the public did not include Aboriginal children.

NSW Go v er nterndromtSecretaty ARB, to Mr Terry, 2 Oct. 1914, Dunoon Aborigines School Files,
18761939, I tem Number 5/15768.26 (Sydney, NSW. NSW St
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hi ndsight, o6if we had known he was a manager

to enter ®our reserveob.

Mr Terry told the Aboriginal residents that if they performed any paid work outside of the
reserve, ten he (Terry) must receive their wagdsr themdirectly from their employers.
Brown stated, 0t hose that di d rmHHeré weaseerthmte t o
extortion could be added to the list of transgressions against Aborigines. Bratenin his

letter to a local newspaper:

We donét wunderstand why the Aborigines Pr
job of looking after the aborigines when we are well and able to look after ourselves.

We are honest and can work as well as the nextsone, we dondét understan
allow the white man to make his living by the aborigidéedVe would like you to

have more respect for aborigines. By them you are making your fiving.

Goodall stated that Aboriginal people returieddunoonin 1917 when it was cledhat no
manager was going to be reinstated, and Dun ¢
reserves] as Aboriginal people triedAPBo esca
had leased much of the land in 1917, the population grew suibditain 1919, and in 1922

even more had arrived O0Oseeking refuge from
Cabbage Tree 1 sl andqthe APB deddedtp revoke ithe Dunaor e me n {
AboriginesReserve in May 192Z00dall states that thiswasmet wi t h sustai ned
Koori [Aboriginal] protest, expressed in the letters to the Board from the Kooris [Aborigines]
themselves and f#Dm swho s estsaippeodtamd oef fect
people and whitéustralian suppders was also made public by letters to newssaget this

section provides a few examples of what the newspapers revealed.

In the samdetter to thenewspapereferred to aboveCharlie Brownasked &6 supposi ng
were working under a manager, how wowtdi like him to receive your money from your boss
where you were working?d Brown al most apol c
describes the effect of the harassment they experienced from-Autstealians, buthe

defiantly stands his ground

%Charlie Brown, 06Cab Narthern Sta(Lesmore] NSWal87619FR e S Aeigust, 82X,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 93390682

27 |bid.

28 Goodall,Invasion to Embassy44.
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We krow we have rich soil here, but ever since the home was appointed out for us

we were never |l eft alone by the whites. We
we are on our head or feet. The members of the PalPelrying to remove us. They

have gotas much chance as of getting water to run ughill.

From 1917the reserve also under the watchful gaze of whitetralian individuals and groups

|l i ke the PPU, the farmerds union. TtalmvePPU o0p
the land made ailable for soldier settler® It is likely that this was the first the Dunoon
Aborigines had ever heard about the potential revocation of their reserve, because

correspondence reveals that they were shocked at the turn of events.

While the PPU were set on taking land from the Dunoon Aborigines, the Municipal Council of
Lismore were set on ejectirtge North Lismore Aborigines from thewn. The mayor, the
Lismore Council and thénspectorof police wanted Aboriginal people out oheir town
entirely, so it was decided to close down the north Lismore house where they lived, and the
inspector served verbal notigeThe north Lismore people who refused to return to Dunoon

then had no choice but to go to land located at the back of the cerfetery.

In April and July 1921the Toolaroo PPU reptad that the MinisteMr George Nesbithad
presented the branchodés request -Sewetatyoithe Depar
Department of Educatioteclined the request because the APB advised that all the huts on the
reserve were occupieahdthe people were making improvemengsg(,clearing the lantana

for future cultivation). Additionally, the people had clearly stated their intention to make the

reserve their permanent horfe.

However, theDunoon Aborigines could not rest assured that they could live peacefully on the
reserve becausen May 1922, another whit@ustralian group, the Terania Shire Council,
became involved. They sent the Shire Clerk to report on the reserve and he found that nine

weather board dwellings were in need of extensive repairs. The Shire Council decided to draw

®Brown, O6Cabbage Tree Islandé6.

¥6Pri mary Pr oducer s dNolhern Statismbre, 8I8v 18261984), 2 InJankiady, 1918,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle92928082.

3Bl acks at NathetniStarlisnsomoNSW:d8761954), 27 November 1918,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 92910513

226Li smor e Di st r e dprthernsStafl isroreaNSWel87H1854), 3 December 1918,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle92911179

B¥6Tool ar oo Br aNothern $ta(lBsmord) NSWo 18761954), 2 April 1921,
http:/nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle93054179 &6 Ab o r i g6 Noehern Ra(lsisenorey, RSW: 1876
1954), 28 July 192Mttp://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle93101951
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the attention of the APB to the reserve by requiring the Board, under Section 281 at¢dhe

Government Act 6 provide sanitary condition¥into eac
view of t he c@nplainteabodtahe neservé, the APB decided to demolish the
buildings and remove the residentskigogle.®® Sq, rather than fix the problems,he APBO s

immediate reaction was to close the reserve and relocate the people. Defiantly, the people

refused to leave. have deliberately refrained from editing the following three lethens

Aboriginal people so that readers may intrinsicalarthe depth of despair and uncertainty

in these Aboriginal 6évoicesdéd. I n Jun&eTHhHe?22,

Aboriginesdé6 which angrily and powerfully

A month later Aboriginal man Albert Morthen wrote an angry letter to the editor about the

We should like our neighbours around us to attend to their own affairs. It is through
them that we are in trouble. Through their complaining and taking the bread out of
our mouths we are remaining beWe will not be shifted. We have a few acres
cleared and we want to know where we stand. When this reserve was given us we
were told it was our home for life, and we are not going to leave it. When we first
came here it was dense scrub. After years af herk we have made our homes and
envious people want to dispose®fis.

Toolaroo PPUthefull text of which is reproduced belawdis beseeching tone and etions

are evident

Sir, - We object strongly to the action of the Toolaroo P.P.U. in trying to remove us
from our homes on Dunoon Road, according to a report we saw in the paper of their
last meeting. Are we harming anyone, or are we being pests to anyang way?

Have we stolen anything belonging to any member of the Toolaroo branch of the
P.U.U? We want to know are you going to leave us alone? We do not agree with you
in trying to get these five acres from us. You have got hundreds of acres of your own
without interfering with our little bit. We ask you to show more respect for us and
leave us alone before there is any trouble. We have stood it long enough. It would
suit you better to look after your own cows and pigs instead of looking after us. Are
you not satisfied with your own home and shelter? We have wives and children just
the same as you have. When old friends saw us, camping uneleea liark, they
pitied us and told us they would get a home for us, which they did. They were the late
Mr Barrie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Garrard, and Inspector Evans. They told us this was to be
our home for life, and that no white man would interfere with us. We belong to the

6 Aboriginesd Houses: Il nsanitary anNorthern Sta(pismdre,t e d :

NSW: 1876 1954), 10 May 192Xttp://nla.gov.audla.newsarticle223949134

%G Li smor e: Ab o rNorthdérmStaglEmoReeNSW/r 18761854), 24 June 1922,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle20533608Stoney Gully (AKA Runnymede, or Kyogle reserve).

%¥GRefuse to Leave: Albtoddthgri Sta(sismsre, NSWI 18764954), A2 JunB i ¢

1922, http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle179016251

88

dec

On



soil you are living on. There is no law to say that anything given to the aborigines
shall be takn back, so we are remaining here for géod.

The following is the full t ext of Billie RO
another anguished outcry from yet another Aboriginal person suffering from dogged

harassment and frightening uncertainty

We haveseen your report regarding our reserve. You have ascertained that it is
overgrown with lantana, and is harbouring noxious animals. The statements, made to
you regarding noxious animals supposed to be sheltering in our reserve are untrue.
As for the lantanat is being brushed and cleared every day. Had the police given us
a decisive answer at first we would have had it cleared by now, but they caused delay
and kept us back seven or eight weeks. No one consented to go to Runnymede. We
are all remaining her&’here are 52 here now. You have proposed to allow us ten or
twelve acres. So you intend to pack us in like sardines in a tin! The 52 here now are
only part of the trib@ where are the remaining 30 or 40 going to live? How are 52
going to make a living o0 or 12 acres as you propose they should do? This is our
home for life granted to us by our old friends Messrs. Barrie, Hewitt, Garrard and
Inspector Evans, who informed us that no white man was to interfere with us. We are
not willing for our reserve tbe cut up because it is small enough already, and there
will be trouble if another acre is taken. Two or three acres of it have already been
taken for the soldier settlers. We are trying to get along with our crops and rebuild

the houses ourselves. We aiot asking the Protection Board for help. If we left alone

we can do what requires doing oursefvékwe were only left alone in peace to earn

our bread the same as the white man dbdes.

2.5Nymboida Reserve

The fact that the photograph Figure 34has survived as part dfly Family Collection

generation after generation earns it an important place in my family history research. It was
taken at Nymboida, a small town southwest of Grafton. My grandméithién Cowanwas

born there in 1913 Bostock family oral history specifically retold that she was born at
ONymboi da missiondé and | ater O0the mission mo
for the move was unknown. As we see on the map at the beginning dialpier(Figure 32)

Box Ridge Reserve is a considerable distance north of Nymboida, particularly by foot or horse

6 Dunoon Abor iNpiheraSta(lismaes NSWe 18761954), 19 July 1922,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 93387327

6 Abor i giwelertherrRStaglasmore, NSW: 18761954), 26 August 1922,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 93403237

NSW Government, OMarriage Certificate of Norman Bost
1933/0167596 (Sydney,rrthid\Bedhs and MevriaBes,d933)t ry of Bi
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and sul ky, and so the question of whtethe 0

many questions | wanted to find answers to.

Figure 34: Nymboida Aborigines Reserve date unknown)*°

Note:The worddNymboiddwa s scratched into the original filmr

Since the early 1880#\borigines had camped on a portion of the water reserve near the
Nymboida River*! By the mid1890s they were destitute and in need of the provision of

rations and clothing from the APB.Some Aboriginal people had built gunyahs on the
campi ng gr ounstriguslzalficda sa reed ¢iamdd e v e offabaighthdaf a h u
an acre and planted vegetables and nfdiZée local whiteAustralians strongly objected to

them being there on the grounds that it was an important travelling stock route and camping

40 My Family Collection.

“46Wonot Distur b EVeniogiNew$Sydneyr NSWi18681934), 7 October 1903,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 113798254.

26 Abor i gi ne Everfing NewgSydhely, NBVE: 18691931), 21 June 1895,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle 108095474 (accessed 17 February 2017).

B6ANn I ndustrious Hal f EzsirtgdlewsSPoneay,INSW: 1869 981), 28 Felmeany t 6 ,
1898, 7 http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle1087660270xford On i ne Di cti onary describes
Aboriginal bush hut, typi calOxfprdbraversty RvesE€nglisle et s of ba
Oxford Living Dictionaries (onlinep Def i ni t i on of Gunyaho,
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/gunyah.html
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reserve In 1903 the Grafton Land Board considered that the camping of the Abesigiith

their dogs on the reserves was Odetri Ment al

In 1908, the APB applied for 20 acres (of the Crdemmd) t o be Oset apart
Aborigines out of Water Reser GaftonbandBeamrd 3600,
recommended that It be refused O60in the intel
g e n e r*®arhel welfare of their stock seemed to be a continuing concern for the- white

Australian settlers.

By 191Q the Minister of Land approved an area of 20 acres on the left bank of Nymboida

River for a reserve for Aboriginé$.Four years latercomplaints continued and the integrity

of the water supply was added to the list of local residartscerns. So the Member for

Raleigh, on behalf of the South&®on Municipal Council, wrote an application to the Chief
Secretary to 6have the aborigines station re
within the area from which the Nymboida water supply is obtained for the towns of South
Graftonand Graftobh. The Chi ef Secr ewaanoecassarl wremae hi m
the station, but certain precautions would b
to prevent pol | ut“ Thisbegsthe quaston of howdborighal peppley 6 .
who dgended on the supply of water and had successfully camped there since the early 1880s,
could possibly pollute the whole town of Gr a
cattle It is clear that the whitéustralians at Nymboida thought more thieir cattle than

Aboriginal people.

Not satisfied with the removal of Aborigines from the vicinity of their stock, whiistralians
at Nymboida also wanted Aboriginal children removed from their public school. The
townspeople signed a petition and sdntvith a letterof objection to the District School
Inspector Mr Hendersoli. This was a common occurrence and the petition did not surprise

Henderson, who expl ai ned idnofahohgmes @tlour erdinary n s p e c

“6Land B ClarénoeasdRithmond Examin@rafton, NSW: 18801915), 31 March 1903,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle61393256.

45 |bid.

¥GPastures PrQareece and RichmdBExaminer(Grafton, NSW: 18801915), 7 March 1908,
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61546723.

6The Cl ar e nClaende larel Rithmond Exandin@rafton, NSW: 18801915), 10 May 1910.

¥60f ficial Claerdc@andmiRichmondrEgamer (NSW: 1889 1915), 29 August 1914,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle61634700.

“YNSW Government, oO6Letter from Mr EIlis to Inspector
School Files, I'tem Number 5/ 173y&ndy, NSW, Staie Recardsofme nt o f
NSW, 1907), 12.
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public schools is an old troubl ed. Hender sc
recommended that the teacher of Nymboida Public School be instructed that he must not allow

the Aboriginal children to attend the pigbschool, and the Aboriginal parents should be
informed that the Minister would be prepared to consider an application to establish an

O6Aborigines Only® school at Nymboi da.

All recommendations were approved and Henderson prompiy am this authority. On 8

August 1908 construction of the Nymboida Aborigines Only School was officially
completed? Interestingly, in his report of 1908, Henderson stated that the local Aborigines
6have been here for years anad aarreea liisk edlyo otkoe
their home. I f they go away f or “Notedthergis t i me
how Hendersonos observati on -Aostatianrbalisftttat wi t h
Aboriginal people wer@momadichunters and gathers. In faétboriginal people tried to stay

on their traditional lands, but where often forced to mbyecircumstances beyond their

control.

A few years later, when my grandmothedith Cowanwas a small child, all the Nymboida
Aborigines had left the Aboriginesation. In 1913, according to the local newspaper, the APB
appointed Mr Newnham as manager and it was 0
The hostility from the townds residents, the
and the APBOGs empl oy me n tbotbsurvedlansaif Aborigimesandma n a g e
the tensiors between Aborigines and whitsustraliansin Nymboida but the critical reason

for the mass exodus of Aboriginal people from the reserve was fear of child removal. In January
1915, a Grafton newspaper reported an incident at Nymboida that gspear of child

removal as the reason why Aboriginal people, including my family members, left Nymboida

en masse

The following is the storgf what happened at Nymboida. Like many other Aboriginal people
who received rations from the government, Jackig @racie Lardner sought employment to

%0 1hid., 13.

INSW Government, O6Completion of Contract Form, 8 Augl
5/17197.186 (Sydney, NSW: State Records of NSW, 1907

2NSW Go v e rinspaatorHendersdd sum®ary Report for the Application of the Establishment of an
Aborigines Provisional School, 1 April 1908, Ny mboi
of Public Instruction (Sydney, NSW: State Records NSW), 7.

536 Ny mb oDiily Bxaminer(Graton NSW: 19151954), 30 March 1916,
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/194988176.
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earn extra money because the rations alone were insufficient to survive on. It was fortunate that
they were regularly employed at the Nymboida Hotel because they had two children to support,
Norman aged seven and Gra e 6s daught er, agdddh(boen béfozeltloeu g a | |
Lardnerds were married). The Nymboida school
l' ive i n a house on the reserve, but the Larc
i n t he*They chsse td live in a gunyah of their own not far away. The full text of this

article reveals whithust r ali anés sympathy for Aborigina

article reveals the heantrenching sadness and grief of the pepple

A lady inspeabr from Sydney, a Miss Lowe was at Nymboida recently and it is
believedshe made a report on the matter. However word came to the police to arrest

the boy. A police officer went out from Grafton on Thursdayl arrested Norman

under t he Negl & astinstdicte@Thdrel ws aegneatsveeping and

wailing from the tribé it was heard nearly a mile away. The child was brought into
Grafton but was discharged fr oncebeilge Gr af t
forthcoming that the child was neglected in any way. He was clean and healthy

looking and a splendid writer, and a regular attendant at the Nymboida School and

also at Coutts Crossing when the family were there. The charge of having no fixed

place of abode a ridiculous one to aim at nomadic people like the blacks The police

officer mentioned, we are informed, was also instructed to offer anbdherarold

(Jenny Layton) her fare and O6dsafe conduct
Home, but theairl refused to go and the mother to let hertir.

The parentdés decision to r ejausetbashdeownuttiaamdé s s
reasons, resulted in Norman Lardner being | a
wide, and within day24 Aboriginesfled from Nymboida. The neindigenousauthor of the

newspaper article then poignantly added

the affection the blacks have for their children is well known, and the sight of the
whole Nymboida tribe calling at the police station to sggodby® to Norman
Lardner on the morning after his arrest will not soon be forgotten by those who saw

it.>®
Days later, more scathing comments about the incident came fmomladigenoussupporter

who had considerable knowledge and experience with Aboriginal people. This anonymous

personwrote:

The teacher/ managerés name was Mr Newnham, not O6Noor

“Darkies and Official dRiohmond RiveruHerhle ansomhern District<C| ar enc e d
Advertiser(NSW: 1886 1945),2 February 1915, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neavtcle125928005.

56 |bid.
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The idea of trying to compel blacks ted in a house or hut where another aborigine
had previously died reveals a lamentable ignorance of the feelings and customs of the
natives. In bygone days it was quite the rule to destroy by fire the hut which had been
the scene of a death, and in mangesathe whole camp was shifted to another spot.
The aborigine superstition is very strong on this pdint.

In the APB Yearly Rportfor 1912, Ireadthali ss Lowe was appointed
finder@ The report stated that the hofne nder 6 s duti es consi sted o
stations to O6inducedé Aboriginal par ethegys t o a
were too young) to consider sending them to Cootamundra Girls Home to undergo a course of
training to 0fa Thisanhoamemend goesom tb stae thab ance suitable
homes are found for the girlhey are visited regularly by the herfinder who sees they are

properly treated and receive pocket mopfedn interesting point to note here is that Norman

must have been thastchild to get away with the court rejection of his neglect, because it was
literally just a few days later that tidorigines Protection Ameimy Act1915wa s G assent e
tod on 15 Pebsuspgctiottbat Donal dson was outr

wanted theA P B dltsnate power legislated once and for all.

The O6poex@tr enoai ved by wasuduallya sixpercdenok themameg i ne s
of a renownedlocumentary filnon the subje¢lLousy Little Sixpenc&his 1983 documentary

was produced by Alec Morgan and my uncle Gerry Bostock. The associate producer was my
other uncle, Lester Bostockousy Little Sixpences held in very high esteety Australian

filmmakers who consider it a landmark fifhAt the end of the 1970s and early 1980scle

Gerry interviewed elderly Aboriginabho men who were around my (gr e
asked them about their experience of being indentured. Violet Shea padatal work for
white-Australian strangers when she was jisyears of ageHere is another Aboriginal voice

speaking from the past

’6The Nymboi da Ahe&rfiogArgueand Casesce River General Adver(S&W: 1874
1875; 18791882; 1888; 1892; 1899922), 1 February 1915,
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspapetr/article/235455929.

8 NSW Government, OAborigines. (Report of the Board foc
Assembly (Sydney, NSW: APB913), 4.
®NSW Government, OAborigines Protection Amending Act,

1915), https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised _collections/remove/52290.pdf.

80When | attended a science and documentary filkemsaconference, | was repeatedly introduced by one of the
conference organisersé@sGe r r y B o s, sekedasweknoven Awestdalian documentary
filmmakers actually told me what a landmark filmusy Little Sixpenceas. The conference was the do
Congress of Science and Factual Film Producers Conference, Brisbane Convention Centre, Brisbane, QLD,
271 30 November 2018. | was invited as a member of a panel for a discussion on the topic of history.
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They used to wake me up at hp#st five in the morning and | had to do everything,

the washing, the ironing and the &owg, and | hardly knew how to cook but I pretty

soon learned. | worked seven days a week, whatever had to be done in thelhouse

did. At Camerons, Mr and Mrs Camerond6s it
a trust fund with the AP Board and a sirpe a week pocket money for me, but |

never everneverever [sic] got that sixpence, and different people have said to me

OWell, why didndét -wow gsukstf ari dintd206 ,d ob uth oy
have asked for it well OWNehlely Ijouns tp uptrtoibmago |iyt
youd Orsometmg | i ke that, but err, she dressed

a pair of shoes, oh, all the time | was with her. The children were always well dressed.
Now these were missionaries, more or less, preaching the word of God to you. They
drummed it ino our ears, morning and nigHt.

Aunty Violetds account was added to Margar et
Margaret and her two sisters were taken from their mother and sent to Cootamundra Girls
Home to be trained as indentured servantsmite-Australians? At the age ofl3, Aunty

Margaret was punished with physical abuse at Cootamundra Girls Home wduech
interviewed at the age of 7dhe saig6 | have mar ks on my body ri gt
h a & Bhree months later, after beiimglentured to a whitéustralian family, she was again

punished with humiliating physical abu&eAccording to Inara Walden

570 girls were apprenticed as wards under the (NSW) Protection Board between the
1910s and the 1930s. Over the course of three decades more than pRY@snn

city and country areas benefited from the services of these 570 girls. During any one
year in the 1920s there would have been between 300 and 400 aboriginal girls
apprenticed to whitdustralian homes. Aboriginal wards thus represented
approximaely 1.5% of the domestic workforce at this tifie.

|l nara Wal denodsquatdiand T BdadtSd awee ynthibeaay a6 t i cl e b s
describe that time is completely appropriat
whol | y s ubj%TheAPB YearlgReporfdr £91 2becords that the appointment of

61 Alec Morganand Gerry BostogK_ousy Little Sixpnce directed by Alec Morgai(i1983; Sydney, NSW:
Ronin Films, 1988 The whole documentary can be seen in four parts on YouTube. This part of Aunty
Violetdés interview can be seen on YouTube, Part 2 o
(https://www.youtibe.com/watch?v=J7z2 Ad5K27s&t=30s

52 Aunty Violet is not my biological Aunt, nor is Aunty Margaret. It is customary in Aboriginal culture to show
respect for our elders by bnthidthesisl seiemamy bidlogical Aats 6 Aunt y
and Uncles immediately as such. For +mlogical Aboriginal elders, I initially state their fulame and
laterinr ef er ences call them O6Auntyd or o6Uncled followed

63 Morgan and Bostogk ousy Little Sixpengé&rouTube, Part 2 of 4rom 0:20 seconds to 2:01 minutes
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7z2 Ad5K27s&t=R0s

641bid., from 2:39 minutes to 3:04 minutésttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7z2Ad5K27s&t=R0s

55 Inara WaldengiiThat Was Slavery DagsAboriginal Domestic Servanis New South Wales in the
Twent i et HabGue Hidtony no/6® (1995): 196209.

66 See [Octionary.com description of a slavettps://www.dictionary.com/browse/slave
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Miss Lowe was weljustified becausesince having started her job, Miss Lowe brought an
enormous credit to the Boardds trust account
8d achieed at the end of the previous yéarhere is no doubt thaliss Lowe was zealous in

the execution of her jof§.
2.6 Ukerebagh Island Reserve

Gus and Lena Bostock, my gregindparentsve r e at one ti me quite |
when they lived on Ukerebagh Island Aborigines Reserve, located at the confluence of the
Tweed River and Terranora Creek, south of Tweed HeadsHgaee 3). We know from

family oral history that they lived on the Aborigines Reserve on Ukerebagh Island and lat
moved across the river to live on the southern bank of the Tweed. The story of Ukerebagh
Island can be likened to other stories within this thesis of the plight of Aborigines who, like

Gus and Lena, were pushed to live on the margins of white society.

Note: Water Street is where my grgmandparents later lived.

In 2004 heritage consultamlegan Goulding conducted a study to examine the significance of

Ukerebagh Island to localb®riginal people in order to establish its suitability to be declared

’NSW Government, OAborigines. (Repofi®l1a8joétheeBoaldtfag
Assembly (Sydney, NSW: APB, 1913).

68 For more on Miss Lowe, see Victoria Haski@se Bright SpofNew York, Palgrave MacMillan, 2005).

9 Image generated using Google EaBRiyital outlines inserted by my daughter, Brenna Smith.
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an OAbor i gi na INatienal®arles dnd Wildtfee Servite AED74 (NSW). The
results of this studyere published in 2005 anig most comprehensive information | could
find about Ukerebagh Islant.

There is no mention ctlk er ebagh | s | a rQtcasional Pdpe@o i9gdan 6 s
Aboriginesreservesn NSW which he compiled for the NSW Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs,

nor is there any information about Ukerebagh in 1988 Report of the Public Service

Board "t Ukerebagh Island Aborigines Reserve is only named in the ARB yearlyreports

as O0Tweed Heads (¥keofkebAlgdri gi n &1941ABBaed L e s 6
1944, wth corresponding population numbers of 12, IRe and zero, respectively’?

Goul dingdéds report, however, alerted me to t
Reserves from Sale or Leased which states t

fromleassgyener al | yo was O0The.”Whol e; Ukerebagh | s

As seen in the historic parish map in FiguBetBe island is listed as an area of about 180 acres,

was gazetted as Reserve 59497 and 59498 fron
on 4 February 927, and this reserve was revoked on 26 October ¥8hugh estimated to

be 180 acres, AWB yearly reports record the reserve space as being only 37 acres, and a large

portion of the island wa@nd still is today) uninhabitable mangrove swamp 4nd.

“Megan Goulding, 6Ukerebagh Island Aboriginal Place No
Environment & Conservation (Hurstvi|l&iISW: Department of Environment & Conservation NSMEW
National Parks & Wildlife Service Cultural Heritage Divisi®f04).

TA Mc Gui gan, ©60cc as i4oAbariginallRasgrees in New Rduth Walds:Md.and Rights
Research Aiddé (Sydney, NS W: NS W S$&k &d, NSWiGgveronfent,Abor i gi
6 A b o r dPgoiectiensReport of the PubiBervice Board, 16th August 1938éll 6 4 Bublic Service
Board(Sydney, NSW: State RecortsSW, 1939.

2NSW Goernmenté Abor i gi nes AMmdlRep @r tBofaocrd t(he Year Ended, 30
06Aborigines Welfare BoaEmWdddAnnd3@tt h Repome tlIodbtr) d heawed
Board(Annual Report for Year Ende80th June 1944). This last report lists both 1943 and 1944, hence
three reports and four numbers.

NSW Goernment ON. S. W Government Gazette: RE&volads i on of R
Department, Issue 182 (Sydney, NSW: National Library of Australia, Trove), 5145
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/220108183?searchTerm=&searchLimits=exaddatyasmidis|||
notWords|||requestHandler|||dateFrom=18321|||dateTo=20122-31||}
advcategory=Government+Gazette+Notices|||sortbidlké=New+South+Wales

"“NSW Goernment 6 Aborigi neannwRlefpoare Bwoar d he Year Ended
0Aborigines Welfare Board (Annual Report for th
Board (Annual Report for Year Ende2Dth June 1944)

, 30
e Ye
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Figure 36: A historical parish map of Ukerebagh Island®

It was a general practice of the APB to move Aboriginal people away from European
population centres, and even though it officially became a reserve in 1927, Aboriginal people

were forced onto Ukerebagh Island in the early 192Dike other Aborigines resersepeople

survived on rations of tea, flour and sugar that were limited to certain amounts per adult and
child. The people supplemented the APB rations with more traditional food resources nearby
such as fish, mudrabs, oysters, ukeres (another word fgopges) wallabies, birds and

lizards!” Goulding interviewed elders (Tosie Terare, George Browning, Rosalie Browning and
Robert Corowa) and they explained that this continued until the 1@38sthe men obtained

work wherever they could in farm labourirapipping bananas, cacetting, bearpicking and

commercial fishing. During th&reat Depression of the 193@8e n 6 s wor k was r af

two days a week for it to be shared equally among mny.

Ukerebagh Island was isolated. The nature of the island médidfcult for people to access
work and school and, aside from a precarious, dfteded, handmade rock wall of stepping
stones on the southeast edge of the island, the only access to the mainlamnal lvzext.

Goulding added oral historiesof lodeb or i gi nes, and Aunty Joyce !
back a |l ong time agod;, she asked Uncle Toesy
NSW Goernment 6 Hi storical Parish Maps: Count vy Ediion Rous, P

No. 1206, NSW Land ReNSW:SNSW handRegistryi Sereices, 198y, d ne y
https://hirv.nswirs.com.au/
“®“Goul ding, O6Ukerebagh I sland Aboriginal Placed, 31.
"7 Ibid., 51.
8 bid., 34.
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How come all the people moved off Ukerebag
t hey had all their boats towednbeatpatt he r i v
Towed all the boats wup the river and tied
get hold of it and do damage. I dondt kno\
But the people didndot have any wagr of goin

anything, you know, so they had to leave the island. So it was around about that time
that we | eft. So | dondt remember, sort of
sort of had to leave thef

My fatheroés cousi n, A uunviviyg graraghitd eof Gas and leena, t he
Bostock told me the same story. Senator Neville Bonner, the first Aboriginal person to be
sworn into the Australian Parliamemmnl 7 August 1971), was born 6c
| ai d over t he h ghristandgn 28 Marah 92HamilyJokakhisterpralates

that my greaggrandmother Lena acted amawife for his mother and he came into the world
under t he -khnosvh gaimdrées In ¥9&3behator Bonner spoke about Ukerebagh

Island in a speech to thustralianSenate, and he was very explicit and emotional about the

island and the treatmeat Aboriginal people from the Tweed River area

ltds uninhabited except for the ghosts of
thereivi ctims of the white manbés greed. You ¢c
you proclaimed in those days that oundavas your land. The white people of that

era herded my parents and grandparents and their contemporaries on to Ukerebagh
Island to live and die in the blacks camp there. Your crime in those days was
hideously cruel; ours was that we were of black skohtherefore presumed savages

or unintelligent. Yes, many, many did die through your insufficient rations, your

exotic diseases, heartache and the ¢ottat unforgettable cold that | knew and

suffered as a little boy on Ukerebagh Island. You introduced. d8ut equally as

many people lived, and | stand here this evening, Australia, as your ghost, your
conscience, your demand to right what was wrong on Ukerebagh Island 53 years
ago®!

Senator Bonner 6s r esear wasactualywdedateda watbraeservek er e
on 24 December 1861, and Aboriginal pasopl e
an Aborigines reservan 1927. Bonner stated that Aboriginal people did not move to the

mainland because they wanted to liverthrather,when authorities decided that Aboriginal

children should be educated, they were forced to leave because Aboriginal gmdgleot

" bid., 53.

80 Angela BurgerNeville Bonner: A Biogmhy (South Melbourne, VIC: The MacMillan Company of Australia
Pty Ltd, 1979), 2.

8(Senator) Neville Bonner, O6The Senate Adjournment:
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisati@@andidate: Bass Electofalvision SpeechVednesday
11th June 19756, ed. The Senat e: Parl i amentary Deba
1975), 2568.
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afford rowing boats to get their children to school. Authorities threatened gaaeifitdid not

send theirchildren to schoglthe parentsvould be jailed ad their children taken away. So on

the basis that the people had left the islandgthernmentecided that it would revoke what

had been done in 1927. The Welfare Department was contacted and asked if the department
required the island for aAboriginesreserve When the answer was no because Aboriginal
people were not living there, the reserve gazgetted and reserved from sale for future public
requirements. Albf this was done withowtonsultingthe Aborigines and without ascertaining

the reason why thlyehadleft the island in the first place.

Senator Bonner had heard that the Tweed Shirelent&WGovernmenthad decided that

the island should be opened up for development and he tried to contact the Minister for Lands

but he was away. There were development plans in place for a road from Tweed Heads to
Ukerebagh Island and da Fingal Head (@elocations in Figure 35 . Maxwel |l 6s fi s
had been promised 40 acres of the res8e@atoBonner urged the govern
thorough investigation into this matter bec.
SenatorBonner stated #t had he visited Ukerebagh and found surveyors pegs all over the

island that had only begiacedthere in the previous2 months. At that time, sand was being

pumped to reclaim some of the swamplar#snator Boomer remarked to the Sendtam

sure thavery shortly they intend to develop Ukerebagh Island, again for the greed of the white

man in that arei?

Bonner was right when he said the people did not go to the mainland because they desired to
live there. My greagrandparents Lena and Gus Bostaokved off the island and settled just

across from the island, on the southern bank oUtkerebaglPassage, where Water Street is
today(seeFigure 35. Inlateryears hey | i ved dodayChimderalyl®ed, whicht at e (

was to the left of the istal on the southern side of the bridge to Tweed Heads.

Lena Bostock was renowned for hementiohed@n f ery
Section 1.2.8)her mother died when she was jii8lears old so it is likely that, alongside the

60 Au nt i wosldhave btepped in, Lena helped raise her siblings. She was also given Aunty
Lilly to raise when she married Gus. Stories
a number of children who were not hwanosn. C

highlight a common cultural practice among Aboriginal people.

82 1bid., 2569.
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As a family history researchdrhave found numerous documents about Aboriginal people that
have the phracr oOkhmeowmaws@td By 6t he name of 6.
when one of the familgdid nothave a mother they were nevaotherlesdecause an Aunty

stepped in to honour the rokeccepting r el ati vebds child as her ov
i né f ami | ythonteandnd nos questions askedno seeking whitustralian

government approval or legal authoritywas just done.

Aboriginal people address ol der Aboriginal w
a biological Aunt or not. We perpetuate tteéaminology today as a sign of respect, but | would
alsosay thatthis is done as way of remembering the important roles Aunties and Uncles

played in caring for children who were orphans or needed to be carsedoz.g., Figure 37)
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Figure 37: Family photograph at Tweed Heads, circa 1948

Note:At the front left is my father and on tfrent right is Uncle Gerry. Uncle Lindsay is between them and
Uncle Lester has his hand on hi s idghiisstOweniMergan.i ng on L

Lena (and Gus) Bostock cared for her decease
youngest of five children and was bom1921t he same year that his m

sister) died. Lenabs watrhde r( 6sTieshadgaisetAalamselavsd r a 6
Claude, my grandfather Norman and his siblings. Ted Andused the lashtame of Bostock

83 My Family Collection
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up until he enlisteth the Australian Imperial Force (see Section 1.3M)en men enlisted in

the Australian Imperial Force, they were required to go by their certified birth names (just like
Harol d Arthur Cowan, ¢he SecoadWbriddVatendiwbaslalstdaems 6 )
next of kin for her brother Curtis Fordrigure 38 showdelegrams notifying my great
grandmot her of h e rbeiagdung@etTeddvasavhuindedhati@and $ncleve | |
Claude taken as a prisoner of war. A few years after theUmate Claudestatedd also was

in Force which worked othe Burma Siam railway. We came back to Changi less than half

our force, chol®ra hit us pretty badd

84 Australian Goernment 6 Mc Der mott, Cl aude: SerXi 22571, RevsonneB 8 8 3,
Dossiers 1944 9 4 FebondAustralian Imperial Force (Canberra, ACT: National Archives of Australia,
19417 1946). The photocopies of the telegrams were given to me by Aunty Joyce Frater (nee Byerley), oldest
surviving grandchild of Guand Lena Bostock. The direct gatibnof Uncle Claude is from a letter he
wrote to the War Gratuity Officer, Victoria Barracks Brisbane, undated but between@e@@49 to 5
Deemberl949, page 31 dhefile.
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TELEGRAM

This Telegram has been received subject to the Post
and Telegroph Act and Reguiotions. The time received
at this office is shown at the end of the message.

No. of Words. Time of Lodgment.
] &4+ A 3 A,
/"

W‘L u:? 1 B fuu p
Focludiee ot Arlof

r/i/\f\tflwvé soate Arpinpleo I 7 72 G A O’Z—a—«rm«—dﬂ/
c:/ M'W/V‘a
ﬂ%n@ B

Figure 38 Telegrams received by my greagrandmother Lena Bostock notifying her of

Claude McDermottd and Ted Andrew® wartime situations®®

Not KrsByérleyowas Lena | da 6 Mar | e erfAunB WarledAanyy Marleeewveas Bo st o c
Gus and Lenads only surviving daughter.

Claude McDer mottdos War Records reveal that
and 6contributed half his earningsdé to them.
Bostockasbei ng O6Whol |y deepde nadre nd &l lagsthtireptre géasnfi or  C
6ol d and infirm and T096(WHerehe was discloarg&df) my greato m 1
grandparents received financial help from their nephew, Claude. At onetsiagestralian

Army inquired as towhat income, if any, my gregir andpar ents O&édhousehol c
From this war record was able to learn that my gregiandparents also received invalid

pensions from 194%

Il n Uncl e @ldecunetd dlsoreferstelmna Bost ock as O6Foster |
E. A. An dtatesdwilsadt aidc | e Ted r ecei ygendhotawoud r Pen
Forear mo. When | told my father Gomottgne Bo st
memory about Uncle Ted. He saidthkhkhc | e Tedds arm and elabow we
gunshotwoundsustained during comband, as a resuyhis elbow was immovably fused at an

odd angle. Thereforéne had an unusual walk where the elbow would swing in and out from

85 My Family Collection Both Uncle Claudand Uncle Tegerved on active duty e Second World War
Lena was their Aunt who adopted them. They used the Bostock name as their surnames right up to
enlistment.

8 Australian Goernment 6 Mc Der mott, Cl audel9 4P7ed.a oAt ne Po& swas sa 1
payment of a portion of a soldiers wage to send to dependents back home.
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his body as he walked.yl f at her shook his head in disappr

kids, we used to call hirdncle Wingee .
2.7 Box Ridge Mission

271My f our grandparentso6 home

Family BDMs from 192G 1934 record a variety of names for the place where my ancestors

and other Abr i gi nal people |ived. The name gradu
Abori gi nes R%tsoe roveodr akni 1/00200r,fFfgo n@Ab €aimgidn ahn B
Box Ridgé%nidn fi®na3 ly to 6Box Ri dyathowyiblor i gi n
have been unable to |l ocate a record of how t
the location duringny research travels and a natural ridgelihgilts that could be described

as a thresided box must be driven around to where the mission and cemetery are located. The
box-like ridge geographically separates the town of Coraki on the Richmond fRivethe

mission and cemetery further inlar@oraki Aborigines Reserve evolved over time to become
known as O0Box Ridged Ab,iuwasgways&rnownieny amilyas. Col

6t he mi ssionbo.

The events that lead to the segregation of Aborigines from the town of Nymboida were
remarkablysimilar to those experienced at Coraki, on the Richmond River. In March 807
Henderson was also tHePI District Inspector for Coraki, and likat Nymboida, he was
presented with a petition from the townspeople calling for the exclusion of Aborigifdien

from the local public schodl This petition did eventually bring about the erection of a
segregated school for Aboriginal children, but not straight away. A year Adieriginal
children were still excluded from thewn school. So after requesting that the Iqualice
sergeanprovide him with a list of the schoealged children, Henderson wrote another letter to

theDPIi nf or ming them that 6They (the Aboriginal

8 NSW Goernment o6 Marriage Certificate of Wi1920iNa.m Ol i ve and
1920/ 00479206 NSWRatistry 9Birth,\D&WsandMarriages 1920).

88 NSW Gowernment 6 Deat h Certi fi cthDecembdr 19P3drtificiteNander son, 26
1923/ 0,08VBR&isiry ofBirth, Deathsand Marriage¢Sydney, NSWDepartment of Justicd923).

¥NSW Government , 6 Maornan Bogoek aGdeEdith Cdwang 24 Nav. 1838, Céitificate No.
1933/ 016759086 NSWRatistry of Birthsl B&liths and Marriages, 1933).

ONSW Goernment, 6 Marriage Cer t i fandEvalyndVvalkefCertificareNy. Ander son
1934/ 0115 4NSHV:NSW Retjistry ¢fBirth, Deathsand Marriages1934).

9INSW Gowernment 6Letter from Inspector Henderson to Dept.
5/15528.1CorakiAboriginalsSchoolFiles18761 9 396 ( Sydney, NS W9075t at e Recor
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education. bm of opinion which is based upon the statements of the local residents that about

fifteen children of school ages are I|ikely t

Inthe sameleteHender son went on to recommend that ¢
toestablish a Provis. [provisional] school fo
Boardds not at idepasmentofficiabtaok the tima o twriteain red ink the
bracketed words O6(Aborigines Réisspaceashdingunder
a O0camping groundd6é, and also written on the
to be on AborigineReservg wi tRhe sde undedifed(see Figure 39)

Figure 39: Section ofa letter from Mr Henderson, District Inspector for the Department

of Public Instruction, to the Department on 20June 19082

Note: This letter was sent one year after Aborigines were excluded from the public school.

These notations were significant because they raised questions about the terminology used by
Henderson and thBPI to describe the place near the township of Coraki where Aboriginal
people Iived. Hendersonds t er rmithasghed gejiton, n t he
dated March 1907, stated that the Aboriginal childrenwefer om an a.Hpwewee nt c a|
in the above letter dated June 1908, his use of thedecnra mp i n gwagdelibenatelg 6

corrected by th®PI, who insisted that the plastas an 6 Abor iBgli90Behe Reser

for mer 6camp/ camping ground?®o had resernce ed b

2NSWGowernment O6Letter from Inspe
r

n Hender s@rakit o Dept .
AboriginalsSchoolFiles 187619391 t e m Nu mb e 1

ctor e e
5/15528. 186 (Sydney, NSW:
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Government records cite that OthehParishRoéWestr ve s
Coraki, County of Richmond with an area of 10 acres (believed to be 16 acres) was gazetted

as AR 41808/9 on the 10 July 190571 think thattheDPI6 S i nsi st ence on nami
OAborigines Reserved once agai nwodldlconmizuter at e s

financially tothe building of an Aborigines only school.

On 22 July 1908, Inspector Henderson wrote a letter to the Chief Inspector BiPthe
recommending one of the two tenderers to build the school house. He adoledi ng t o t |
nomadic instincts of these peoplegithresidence in any location cannot be relied upon. It is

not advisable therefore to erect one of your usual buildings, but one on a cheagét Shale

building of the school house was approved a month later, but no record can be found regarding
when exactly it was built. It can be assumed this occurred sometime in 1909, because on 4
January 1910Mr Caldwell applied for the position of teaclserd egan work at th€oraki

Aborigines School after 4 Februat91Q°%°

In the years leading up to 1909, the APB was alarmed at the high number of children it
descri bedasatse 86 h abl uft their demand f dNFfSWasre p
Childben 6s Rel i ef Department, and as illustrated
APB could only take control of children if the courts judged them negléétadcording to

Anna Haebicht he APB compl ained that it had diffict

appeared in court OdedeomntkleyP’ mlfaceradnd apparen

Some children at Coraki, possibly because they were too youirglnture, were able to live

on the mission and attend school there if it was open. The next record of the Coraki Aborigines
School surfaces in 1915, when Mr Dowall, Inspector of the Casino District, wrote a report to
the DPI about the reestablishmentfahe Aborigines school at Coraki apevisionalschool.

According to the NSW Governmdnt Gléssaryo f S ¢ h o ptle diffeyepce befween a

®Mc Guigan, O6Occasio#&&@l Paper Number ( No.
94NSW Gowernment 6Letter from Inspector Henderson to Chief
School Files 18889391 t em Number 5/ 15528. 16 (Sydney, NS W: St at
% NSW Govenment o6 Dept. of P. 1. | ns p eAborigimals ScRoelg-ite 18369394 J an. 1
I'tem Number 5/15528.16 (Sydney, NSW: State Records
96 Goodall,Invasion to Embassy 20.
97 Anna HaebichBroken Circles: Fragmenting Indigenous Families 18000 (North FreemantleWA:
Freemantle Arts Centraéss, 2000), 183. See also thigorigines Protection Act 1908 NSW
Government , 6Aborigines Protection Acts in New Sout
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collectiemsline/digitisedcollections/removand protect/newsouth
wales

e
5
S
d
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subsidised school and a provisional one was size. Subsidised schools were ones where
minimum numbers of studéncould not be obtained, therefptke DPIpai d a o&ésubsi d
each studentbut it was up to parents to build the school and theyteacheds salary A

provisional schoolas a school witla minimum of 15 studentbut less thathe 25 required

for a public school. Parents provided the building and furniture, whilBfiesupplied books

and equipment anghidtheteached s s% | ar vy

In 1913 it was proposed that the settlement be moved to Dunoon, budithabteventuate

and the school was reopened as a subsidised school, only to closebecmilse of the
resignation of the teacher. Miss Annie Green had been appointed as the subsidised teacher in
November 1914 with an enrolmentbf studentsbutit was notuntil May the following year

that Coraki AoriginesSchoolbecame a provisional school for Aborigines &md s s Gr e e n 0 s

salary increased to £132 per anniim.

At Coraki, the members of the Local Committee were William Nolan, Herbert Hunt, J.T. Olive
and A. Stanley Homersham, who seemed to be eyes and ears of the APB on the ground.
Although theAPB decided to disbanidocal Committeegn 1915, it was with the undgtanding

thatthis wouldbe undertakerover a period of time. A. Stanley Homersham was the Reverend

of St Mary Magdalene Church Coraknd the Local Committee continued to inform AfeB

even after they employed two new ftilhe inspectorsMr H.L. Swindlehurst and Mr R.T.

Donaldsont®®Thei n s p erolé was t6 supervise all the various reserves and staffons.

In hispreviousrolecDonal dson 61l ed a deputation to the (
he pleaded that Aboriginal parenting and communityliés so corrupting that the only hope
for children was to be taken away regardl ess
this meetinggover nment officials were persuaded by
APB an undertakingoy which all the powers it wanted would be granted. Although the

legislationwas notactually passed until 1915, t#d°B began to remove as many children as

%8 NSW Gowernment 6 Education, Hi story of New South Wales Gov
Sc h ool hfipyg:/pedusalion.nsw.gov.au/abaig/ourpeopleandstructure/historof-government
schools/media/documents/glossary AA.pdf

9NSW Gowrnment 6Letter from Undersecretary to Mi-ss Green,
1939 Item Number 5/155288(Sydney, NSW: State Records NSW, 1916).

10ONSW Gowernment 6 Extract of Report by I nspectldyrl9l®onal dson,
Coraki School Files 1876934 Iltem Number5/15528.5(Sydney, NSW: State Records NSW, 1916).

101 NSW Government Abdrigines (Reportof the Boardfor the Protectionof, for Year1 91 5) 6, Legislati:
Assembly (Sydney, NSW: APB, 1916).
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it could from 1912. According to Goodalll, |
and he was one tfie most hated and feared men among Aboriginal people in thé®%tEités
was a man that my ancestors and other Aborigines strelyuawoided, so here is another

influence on the movements of Aboriginal people.

Reverend Homersham sent the Secretary of the APB a letteminfy him of the names of the
children to be enrolled at the proposed Coraki Aborigines S¢fbdhe list compried 17
children with ages ranging frofive to 13 years old. At five years qlthy grandfather Henry
Anderson was one of the youngest on the list. The oldest child on the list was Jessie
Breckenridgemy f at h eaund'¥| wgsrsaddedetb see what Homsham had written

about Aunty Jessi@.he letter extract read

Jesse Breckenridge. The PresidénAld (Alderman) Nolan undertook to make
enquiries as to finding a suitable situation for Jesse Breckenridge and to report at the
next meeting (Nov'®) theresult of the enquiries will be communicated to the Board.

Homersham added

Most likely the committee will send in a report on the evils on the Reserve. The
committee realises that the Boé&dpolicy in the removal of likely girls to the
Cootamundra Home ight be very beneficial in some instanc¥surs Sincerely, A.
Stanley Homershan®

|l do not know what t he i mpAuntydedsiedvaswonlyil33is wer e
old.

Two days laterReverend Homershamquested forms be sent to the committee setting out the
conditions of apprenticeship be forwarded to them from the office oABR'°®| could not

locate any records thegveal whether Aunty Jessie went to Cootamundra Girls Home or was
apprenticed out as a domestic. There is a palpable inevitability in the tone of Reverend

Homer shamés | etter t hat ofcchurséegd inte mderdure amthec er t a

102 Goodall,Invasion to EmbassyL22 23.
103NSW Government OLetter from Mr Homer sham to A.P.B Secret a

File 18861 9 3 9 , Iltem Number 5/155286 (Sydney, NSW: St ate
jJjessie was known aast hoeAru nanyd Jheisss iseidb Ibiyn gy, fand al t hou
brot herés wife, the huge age difference bet ween the

like an Aunt than a Grardunt to my father and his siblings.
105NSW Government  detMrHamersham to A.P.B Secretary, 9 Oct. 1916, Coraki Aboriginal School File

18861 9 3 9, I'tem Number 5/155286 (Sydméy, NSW: State Re
106 | pid.

110



servant tass for noAndigenous rural families. School prepared them for that inevitability. At

Box Ridge sewing lessons for the girls were taught by Mrs Hunt, a local lady who was paid

by theDPIto conduct two hoursf lesson peweek®’ Mat-making was also taught to the girls,

and the boys at the school were given a set of tools and instruction on how to use them. A
quarteracre plot was fenced in for gardening purpd$&$he APB supplied the mission with

rations. Almost all theBDMs | have collected over the years hawey f emal e ances
occupations recordedn their BDM certificatesas 0 d o meamn d c dny mal e ance
occupations recorded asl a b oThesewei@ the optisravailable for Aboriginal people at

that time in historyl do know that Aunty Jessie marriety greatgr andf at her 6 s br o
Cowan at Box Ridggsee Figure 40and lived on the mission until her death in 1969.

7NSW Government 6Letter from Mr Caldwell to Lessgsector of
Approved 20 Feb. 1911, Coraki Aboriginal School Files 18883 9, |t em Number 5/ 15528.
NSW: State Records NSW, 1911).

108 NSW Gowernment Abdrigines (Reportof the Boardfor the Protectionof, for Year1913 6 ( Sydney, NSW
APB, 1914).
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Figure 40: Aunty Jessieand Uncle Roy Cowanon their wedding day,Box Ridge
Mission, circa 1923%°

The Coraki Aborigines School remained a provisional school with Miss Annie Green as the
teacher up to 1920, when she requested and was allowed to attend further professional training
onhowtoteacmt O6a school Yhid eot knawn why MissaGeebnedid diat

return to her role as teachatr Coraki Aborigines Schoglfter the course, but her writings on

what she learned during this training provide us with incredible insight into what was being

taught in schools at ¢ntime!!!

109 My Family Collection

HONSW Gowernment 6 Dept. of Education For
Number 5/15528.1, Coraki Aboriginal School Files 18368 396 ( Sy

111 Word limits constrain me fronelaboraing here

m from Miss Green
dney, NSW:. State
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On Box Ridge Mission, the teachers and the missionaries (usually women) worked side by
side. A Scottish woman named Mrs Helen Mitchell was hired as a temporary teacher to replace

Miss Green, but remained on at the school until her departure (468 Figure 41).

Figure 41: Mrs Mitchell with Aboriginal women at Box Ridge Mission!2

Note:Mrs Mi t chell was identified by Mrs Al ma Smithos

My grandmother is not in the photograph ahdvet | recognise Hannah Breckenridge and
some of my grandmotherds friends. I also fo

group of childrer(see Figure 42)

12A1l ma Smith and Alva Atkins, O6Al ma Smith and Alva At
Missionary Work (U.A.M) in N.S.W and W.A, 19622006. M.L.M.S.S. 8315/Boxes8, Folder 6.X, &
P. X. A 1303/ Bo x e sNSW:,Mitchell Ribra8yd19q23006J n e vy ,
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Figure 42: Mrs Mitchell with children at Box Ridge Mission'*?

After Mrs Mitchell, a woman called Mrs Irene English was employed as the rriatmoher

and stayed at the mission from 193236. Shevas weltliked by the Aboriginal people at Box

Ridge MissionA newspaper article glowiinhgilmyes@poot s
long and faithful service. It records that the people at Box RMigsion threw her a gala

farewell party and presented her with gifts when she left to begin a new joldiasict
inspectorwith the AWB.!* From thistime on, up to 1944 when my grandfather Henry
Anderson removed my mother and her sisters from Box Ruigeion the matronat the

mission was Mrs Ella Hiscocks. In Chap&rthe early married life of my grandparents is
explored and we will see the rdlérs Hiscocks played in the surveillance that my grandfather
Henry Anderson suffered at the hands of the
treatment of my grandmother Evelpmdersonis illuminated.

2.7.2The missionaries

The UAM was a nordenominational Christian organisation that started in NSW and drew its
members from a range of naonformist denominations. The mission saw the Aboriginal

population of Australia as an enormous challenge and they were determined to ensure that

113 | pid.
14 FarewellPartyat Coraki- Grati t ud e o f , Richnoond Rivér Hexasd@nd Northern Districts
Advertiser(NSW: 1886 1942) 25 August 193nttp://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle126094853.
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Aborigines were exposed to al |fhephetegtashsof 6bc
in this chaptepf the Box Ridge Mission and the missionaries come from the private collection

of the personal items belonging to the UAM missionaries Mrs Alma Smith and her daughter

Mrs Alva Atkins. Their family ontributed their belongings to the Mitchell Library, but under

strict conditions. | was the first person to have access to this collection and haddoogsis
permission from the family first. This archive was well worth the effort because it provides

information and insight into the thoughts, teachings and actions of the missidtfaries.

The missionaries lived in the town of Coraki and went out to the mission to minister to
Aboriginal people on a daily basis (setimes even doing multiple visits on any given day).
They were devoted Christians and believed that working on the reserve to convert Aborigines
to ChiistianitywasabD vi ne cal | to Godbdés service. Li ke
the missionaries &re involved in every aspect of daily life on the reserve. They organised
regular church services for the Aboriginal adulédigious instruction and Sunday schools for
Aboriginal children and conducted services for christenings, weddings and funerasd®

of religious ministering, they tried to make life happier for Aboriginal people, for example
organising clothes for children and organising-@reistmas celebrationthat they called

6 Chr i st mses Figlre €3flseée were Christmas parttbsit included festivities and
donated gifts.

1153 Jacobs, C. Laurere and F. Thomas, ©éRaainglthe Hitaryofthe CdlebroodReep: Re
Home f or Abor,indbomgmdl AuStialians dnd E€migiian Missionsds.D.B. Rose and T.
Swain (Bedford ParkSA: The Australian Association for the StudyRéligions at the Australian College of
Advanced Education, Sturt Campus, 1988),i 550

66 Al ma Smith and Alva Atkins Papers and Photographs
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Figure43: Photographs of a t BmiRdgeMissoEhr i st mas

Newspaper articles report that both my grandmothers Edith Bostock (nee Cowan) and Evelyn

Anderson (nee Soinon) had lovely weddings on the mission that would have been very hard

76 Al ma Smith and Alva Atkins PapenargnWoPkatolMiaphsl |
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to achieve without considerable help from the missionaries and others. At my grandmother

Evel ynds weddi n gthetlocal gagenrepgrteddimad e r s o n

Mrs English presented the 8a with a beautiful wedding cake. During the afternoon
the scholars of the reserve school entertained the company with yodelling solos and
duets, also numerous selections on the gum leaves. The church was tastefully
decorated by friends of the bri¢fé.

With a grin | would also like to add to this an oral history story that a very elderly Aboriginal

man, Gilbert Kingtold me in about 2011/2012 not long before he passed away. He was a
Bundjalung elder and at a meeting oé tWollumbin Consultative Group (WCGMy father

and | are members of the WCG who are the Traditional Owner Descendants of Wollumbin/Mt
Warning. The WCG meets regularly with NSW National Parks and Wildlife to discuss the
preservation of the mountain and thational parkWhen | told himthat Evelyn and Henry

were my grandparents, he excitedly told me that he was present at their wedding on Box Ridge
Mission Uncle Gilbert told me that my Aunty Ruby was a small baby then and was also present

at t he wedding. He | aug hEvdlynaaddo swo@m thedservicé Yo u r
halfway through because Ruby was screaming so loud that she had to give hettgdme ti

shut her u@lt is generallywelk nown t hat o6good Christiansd o
that one did not engage in sexual relations outside the sanctity of marriage (or have children
out of wedlock) and with tonguen cheek | silently think 6 Hmmm, I wonder why

make it into the newspaper ?0

My ot her grandmother Edith Bostockds weddi ng
and Evel yn érsadingtle newspapel articleebelow brought my attention to the

wording and tonef this piece of writing. Newspaper articles written by men at the time were

quite obviously masculine, and | seriously doubt that a male, Woiséralian newspaper

reporter would be asked to report on a blackfellas wedding at the local Aborigines réserv

details in the following narration of the wedding confirm that the author would have had to

have been present at the whole ofwealding.Newspaper articles written about social events

at Box RidgeMissionhave a decidedly feminine tonEhis artide refers to the wedding party,

the female Aboriginal organist (Aunty Jessie) and helpers, the presiding religious officiant Mr

Thompson (Methodist), the hymn sung, and Mrs Englige only women left to write the

118 gieddingon CorakiAbo ReserveAnderson’ Walkerd Richnond River Herald and Northern Districts
Advertiser(NSW: 1886 1942) 4 September 1934, http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/127178675.
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article were the missionarie¥hereforg | am certain that one of thaissionarieql suspect

Mrs Smith) would have written this article

A |l arge and interested gathering filled t
Reserve on Tuesday afternoon on the occasion of the marriage of Normastusugu
Bostock son of Mr. and Mrs. Augustus Bostock of Eungella, Tweed River, to Edith
Irene, daughter Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Cowan, of Coraki. The bride, who was given away
by her father, wore a gown of white morocain, with veil and coronet of orange
blossomsand carried a sheath of white flowe8he was attended by Miss Florrie
Kahn as bridesmaid, the latter wearing pink silk rayon, with pink hat to tone, and
carrying a bouquet of pink rosebuds, carnations and blue cornflowers, tied with blue
and pink streaers. The church was prettily decorated for the occasion, a special
feature being the floral arch and bell, the latter opening at the close of the ceremony
and showering the happy couple with rose petals. Mrs Roy Cowan, Aunt of the bride,
presided at the gan, and played a verse of the hym| People That On Earth Do
Dwell§ which the congregation sang as the bridal party entered the Church. The
Church decorations where the work of Mrs Geo. Breckenridge and Miss Hannah
Breckenridge, friends of the brid®lr L.A. Thompson (Methodist) tied the nuptial

knot, and Mr. Harold Yuke was best man. After the ceremony, the happy couple and
guests adjourned to the bridebds home wher e
prepared, and where the customary toasts wameured, speeches made, and solos
rendered by several of the natives. Matron English was responsible for most of the
arrangements, making bouquets, preparing breakfasts etc. Many cameras were in
evidence after the register had been signed, and numerqs waee taken of the

bridal party. The future home of the newlyweds will be at Eungella, Tweed River.

Why would they bother to write about Aboriginal weddings in this way? Reading between the

lines | see these newspaparticles as a kind of presentation of achievement. It is as though

the missionaries were saying, 6Look at our
achieve! See how we hawv elllicit Lovei IhterracealdSextande m! 6 |
Marriage inthe United States and Australidnn McGrath comments that Aboriginal marriage
ceremonies orchestrated by missionaries were mainly forshMe d di ngs ar e, af t
performances ser VIAmg amwHateibp lceh asgheenddsgehdasg ht o n
in her book Broken Circlesabout the fragmenting of Aboriginal families called. She states

that it was a UAM imperative that missionaries be-saffporting, and they were obliged to

use a substantial amount of their working and fnee for fundraising. Haebich added that
their tireless work, including 6dnewsl etters

conferences, lantern slide evenings, concerts, visits to congregations accompanied by their

119 ;Mboriginal Wedding- Interesting Function at CorakiBostockCowar@ Richmond River Herald and
Northern Districts AdvertisefNSW: 1886 1945) 24 November 1933, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
article127169918.

120 McGrath, lllicit Love, 144.
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young charges, and exhibitions of theiork were all opportunities to extol the fruits of their

| abour 6. Their vision was of Omatsufficiemdy pr ogr
leading to reduced financial support, an increasingly settled civilised mission population and
evidene of conversionsao. They were Oinveterate
friends and soliciting funds and support thr
and abroado.

The UAM were zealous in their work and their beliefs. I cynically see the fanatical enthusiasm

of these devout Christiansd teachings as i n
were obvious targetofr t heir redeeming wor k. The foll o\
registered newspapefustralian Aborigines Advocatén 1925 exemplifies how they saw

themselves and their ministiry relationto Aborigines on reserves:

We have to praise the dear Ldad graciously supplying our needs in many ways,
and thus enabling us to carry on His Work on the Reserve in spite of many
discouragements, looking unto Him that loved us and made us Priests, intensely we
desire the salvation of our people around®s.

In AAll One Bloo®: Race and Redemption on Maloga Mission, 18348 Claire McLisky
examines mission relations and argues that ¢
move beyond a dichotomy gbodcolonistbad colonist and see their structuraldapersonal

c o nt .¥3»Shesstudied missionaries Daniel and Janet Matthews and concluded that their
religious teachings, notions ami | WMumédn manght
underpinned by assumptions of racial hierarchy. McLisky argues that closer inspection may
reveal that <col oni al identities were oO0del i ne
racial others, reinforcing their links between Chaisity, civility and whiteness and

reaffirming their own®role in the civilising

To find out that the weddings of both sets of my grandparents were detdibeal newspaper
articles was an extraordinarily surprising discovery, but nothing prepared me for the shock of

being in the grand reading room of the Mitchell Library in Sydney and discovering that among

121 Haebich,Broken Circles 356 57. Also seeChapter 3 ofllicit Love by Ann McGrath for the significance of
weddings to the missionaries.

122 The Australian Aborigines Advocal August 1925jn 6 Al ma Smit h and Al va At kins
Phot ographs Relating to Missionary Work©o, Mitchell
2Cl aire McLisky, OAlIl One Blood?: RBh& %ia@istodcisifje de mpt i o

Whiteness: Transnational Perspectives on the Construction of Idesutty.. Boucher, J. Carey and K.
Ellinghaus (MelbourngVIC: RMIT Publishing, 207), 414.
124 bid., 405.
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the missionarigspersonal collection was a plograph of my grandmother, uncle, aunt and

father. UAM missionaryMr s Al ma Smithdéds collection cont
grandmother had sent to Mrs Smith of my father and his siblings at various times in their
childhood. It also contained an addresslthat belonged to Mrs Smith, and in its pages she

had recorded a number of addresses of my grandmother. This address book proves that she
maintained contact with my grandmother decades #ftedatterleft the mission to begin

married life.

Figure 44: The address book of UAMmissionary Mrs Alma Smith with my

grandmother Edith Bostockd s a d%r e s s

26A1l ma Smith and Alva Atkins Papers and Phatographs
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Figure 45. From left toright: My Aunty Euphemia (6Phemieb6), |

my father George Bostock?®

This tangible evidence of an obvious affection between these two very different women seemed
really sweet. Nan was friends with Mrs Smith and they continued to stay in touch, but the more
| thought about the missionaries the more unsettled | became.

On the one hand could clearly see that the UAM missionaries at Box Rislggsionworked

tirelessly for the wetbeing of my ancestors and other Aboriginal people. They provided lovely
weddings for both sets of my grandparents, they organised musical part@snfor the

people, they organised special food treats for all of the children at Christmas time and they
made sure the I|little ones received Christmas

seemed to try to make life happier for Aboriginabple on the resen’é’

Onthe other hand, I think it is important to note that the missionaries were motivated by their
steadfast belief in the dogma of their religion, and I think that a lot of what Clare Mdiasky
writtenhas a great deal of truth told.A M &edigious teachigs and actions were underpinned

by assumptions of racial hierarchijhe missionaries actually wrote that they saw themselves

as OPriestsd working for the O6salvationd6 of
my opinion, does not come fronpéace of equality.

266 A1l ma Smith and Alva Atkins Papers and Photographs
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What | found unsettling was that a religious group such as the UAM, who preached the tenets

of Christianity, found nothing wrong with being active participants in the separation of very
young Aboriginal babies and children from their s and familiesSome of the children

deemed neglected who were not old enouglmienture were taken to tiheP B ilditutions

at Cootamundra Girls Training Home, or Kinchela Boys Training Hdimthey were very

young, or babies, tise removed chilgmwer e taken to the UAMG6s C
Bomaderry. The UAM supported the activities of B by providing a home for these young
Aboriginal children(see Figure 461 woul d say that Bomaderry C
a greenhouse utptbati n6greeavd i thtreesm f or their 1inst

inevitable indenture.

Figure 46: UAM missionarieswith young (possibly removed) Aboriginal children?®

An article inU A M Gown registered newspapéexustralian Aborigines Advocatestated that

6t he Aborigines Protection Board deemed it w
in their place have sent a similar number of
60sever al boys tosrrard spfar asove kavei been abie to learn, have and are
giving satisfactioné. The author wrote that

expressed their dissatisfaction by cryptical

26 A1 ma Smith and Alva Atkins Papers and Photographs
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