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7* 7?he summary overleaf contains particulars of the Wholesale Prli
(Casio Materials and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present tisa.
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2. A list of the oommodities and other information concerning tne 
(Bee also paragraph 6index is set out in Labour Report Ho, 47, 1959. 

below}

3' Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or baslo
form wherever possible and as nearly as may be at the point whore they 
first make effective Impact on the Australian price structure.
of laported goods, for instance,

The prices
are on an •x-hond or into factory baei«^.
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oonaumption of the oommoditiee in Australia during the period 1928-29 to
1934-35. T— —-----------------—. .. ......................The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed weights formula.

6. During 1956, supplies and prices of potatoes and onioxu,
fluctuated violently upwards and downwards between abnormally wide llmito. 
These fluctuations were so great aa to dominate the movement of the seo-

(a) Special purpose index for the "Metals and Coal 
for February, 1962, was 433.

group excluding Coal and Briquettes

(b) Exoluding potatoes s 
potatoes and onions

and onions (see paragraph 6 overleaf). 
) for February, 1962, werei- 

Poodstuffs and Tobacco, p329.
Goode Principally Home Produced, p362.
Total All Groups, p334.

Index numbers includiti

tlons of the index in which these items were included, namely, "Foodstuffs 
and Tobacco", "Goods Principally Hone Produced" and "Total All Groups". 
In the circumstances of the case, neither seasonal adjustment nor conver­
sion of the index to a "ohsuiging weights" formula could be applied to 
eliminate these transient fluctuations. Accordingly, in order to provide 
a representative measure of general trend in wholesale prices, the index 
was reconstructed as from the baas period by omitting potatoes and onions.

the index

7• Consideration is being given to the enlargement of the index
to cover additional groups and to revision of the weighting pattern of
the index.

(0) Represents only such imported oommodities 
Index and does not measure changes in pni

as are
changes in prices of all imports.

included in the Wholesale Price

P - preliminary, subject to revision.
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1" Ths summary overleaf oontaine particulars of the Wholesale Price
(Basio Materials and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present time.

2. A list of the oommodities and other Information concerning the
index is set out in Labour Report Mo. 47, 1959. (See also paragraph 6 below)
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(a) Special purpose index for the "Metals and Coal" group excluding Coal and Briduettee

for March, 1962» waa 433,ror Baron, ,
(b) Excluding potatoaa and oniooa (ae« paragraph 6 orariaar;«» 
' a _ . .1__  __ 4 QÀO

Irulax niaibers incliiding
potatoti and onions for March, 1962, eere«-

Foodstuffs and Tobaooo, p326.
Goods Principally Home Produced, p359* 
Total All Groups, p332.

(0) Represents only such Imported commodities as
Index and does not moasura changes in prioeo of all imports

are included in the Wholesale Price

P - preliminaiy, subject to revision.

This dooument is published by the Comnonwealth Statistioian, and oontaine 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Cosmonwealth 

to the Census and Statistias Act 1905—'1949-Statistician pursuant

J.P. O'HBLL
ACTIMG COMMOMWSALTH STATISTICIAN

CQMMOMWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AHD STATISTICS
CAIRglltA. A.C.T. 10TH MAY, 1962.

MOTBi Inouiries oonosrning these atatistlos can be made in Canberra by telephoning 
UO413 Extension 455 or, in State Capitals, by telephoning the offices of the
InQUiries

Deputy Commonwealth Statisticians

Tbe prices used have, in the main, been obtained directly from 
manufacturers and merchants. With a few important exceptions, they are 
from Melbourne sources.

With a fee important azoeptiona, they

5- Tbe weighta are baaed on estimates of the average annual oon-
sumptlon of the oommoditiea in Australia during the period 1928-29 to 1934-3?. 
The index is oonstruoted on the aggregative fixed weights formula.

The eelghta are baaed

During 1956, suppllee and prioee of potatoes and onions fluotuatsd 
violently upwards and downwards bstwaen abnormally wide nwi t«------------------- -------------------- - These fluctua­
tions were so great as to dominate the movement of the sections of the index 
in which these itsms were included, namely, "Foodstuffs and Tobaooo", "Goods 
Principally Home Produced" and "Total All Groupe". In the oiroumstanoes of 
the oass, neither seasonal adjustment nor conversion of the index to a "changing 
weights" formula could be applied to eliminate theee transient fluctuations. 
Accordingly, in order to provide a representative measure of general trend in 
wholesale prioes, the index was reconstructed as from ths base period by 
omitting potatoee and onions.

7- Consideration io being given to the enlargement of the index to
cover additional groups and to revision of the weighting pattern of the index.
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