
2 . 14 . 2 .  I N LAND GULF, ELEMA " PHYLA" 

K ar l  J .  Frank l i n  

Mos t o f  the informat i on from t h i s  s e ct ion i s  from recent mat eria l s  
dealing w i t h  the G u l f  District ( Franklin , ed . 1 9 73 ) . Howeve r ,  w e  sugge s t  
here �ert ain modi fi c ations for t h e  more recent b road c las s i fi c at ions . 

Wurm ( 19 7 2 ) out lines a general c las s i fi c at ion for t he area ( th e  Gulf 
D i s t ric t and adj acent portions o f  the We stern , Southern High l ands , Chimb u ,  
Eastern High lands , Morob e , and Central District s )  about which w e  are 
concerned : 

1 .  The Trans-New Guinea Phylum ( McE lhanon and Voorhoeve 1 9 70 ) ,  
including : 
a .  Central and S outh New Guinea Stock ( Voorhoeve 196 8 ) ; 
b .  Gogodala-Suki Sto ck ; 
c .  Trans-Fly S t o ck ; 
d .  Turama-Kikorian Stock ; 
e .  Kut ubuan Stock ; 
f .  East New Guinea Highlands S t o c k ;  
g .  Teberan sto ck- level Family ; 
h .  P awaian stock-leve l Family ; 
1 .  Angan St ock ; 

2 .  Minor Unrelated Phylic Groups 
j .  Inlan d  Gulf phylum-l�vel Stock ; 
k .  Eleman phy lum-leve l Fami ly . 

The above c l as s i fication now needs reconsiderat i on in s everal respect s .  
First o f  al l ,  i f  t he re lat ionships o f  the language s o f  ( a ) ab ove are 
vali d , we should al s o  regard as re latively c los ely relat ed to them those 
languages which are memb ers o f  ( d )  Turama-Kikorian St ock ; ( e )  Kutubuan 
Stock ; ( f ) East New Guinea High l ands St ock ; and ( j ) Inland Gulf Stock . 
However , one memb e r  of the Kutub uan S t o ck ( Fo e )  has s ome affinity eastward 
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t o  ( g ) Teberan s t o ck-leve l  Family and ( h )  P awaian s t o ck- leve l Family , 
b ut another memb er o f  Kut ubuan Stock ( Fa s u )  has affinit ies we s tward t o  
( a )  Central and S outh New Guinea Stock , as w e l l  a s  northward t o  ( f )  East 
New Guine a High l ands St ock . As we have shown elsewhere ( Frank l in and 
Voorhoeve 1 9 7 3 )  the position of the Kut ub uan Stock is crucial to the whole 
c las sificat ion . l I would propose now a s eparate s tock c al led Trans­
Murray ( after the mount ain and range in t he are a ) , cons i s t ing of the : 

( 1 )  East Kutub uan Fami ly , 
( 2 )  Teberan Family , and the 
( 3 )  P awaian Family . 
The b as i s  for s ugge s t ing that the East Kutubuan Family belongs to 

this group , rather than to s ome other individual stock as out lined ab ove 
i s  along several lines : ( a ) cultural factors ( s ee Wil liams 19 4 0 - 4 1  on 
the Fo e of East Kutub uan Fami ly' w ith comparative comments by Wagner 1 9 7 0  
o n  D a r ib i ,  o f  the Tebe ran Family ) ;  ( b ) lexi c os t at i s t i c al figures ( e s t ab ­
l ished i n  part icular b etween these three areas by MacDonald 19 7 3 ) ; and 
( c )  the posit ion of F a s u  within the Central and South New Guinea Stock , 
whi c h  despite i t s  obvious proximity and re lat ionship with F o e  ( Franklin 
and Voorhoeve 1 9 7 3 ) has c loser rel ationships e ls ewhere . Indeed in the 
l i ght of these fact ors the position o f  F o e  and Fasu within t he s ame s tock 
( as out l ined in Franklin and Voorhoeve 19 7 3 )  s hows c learly that present 
lingui s t ic c las si.fi cat ions of P apuan languages inc ludes a whole range of 
relationships . 

The se cond s tock that I would que s t ion t o  some extent as having a 
legitimate posit ion wi thin the Trans-New Guinea Phylum i s  t hat of ( i ) , 
the Angan Stock . Evidence by Lloyd ( 19 7 3 ) s ugge s t s  clearly t hat the 
Angan Stock is not c los e ly rel ated to any o f  the language groups s ur­
rounding it . On lexic o s t at i s t i cal grounds involving the s e  languages , 
the Angan St ock might not s afely t e  considered a memb er of the Trans-New 
Guinea Phylum .  However , Wurm ( p ersonal communicat ion and 2 . 4 . 1 . 5 . 5 . 3 . 
in thi s volume ) draws attention to the fact that a s i zab le number o f  
Angan lexical i tems t i e  i n  well w i t h  Trans-New Guinea Phylum cognat e 
c hains s uch as those e s t ab li shed by McElhanon and Voorhoeve ( 1 9 70 ) , and 
points out that Angan pronouns , and s ome Angan s t ructural feature s , are 
of a type wide spread in Trans-New Guinea Phylum l anguage s ( see 2 . 7 . 4 . 1 .  
and 2 . 5 . 3 . 3 . 1 . ) .  At the s ame t ime , Greenberg ( 19 7 1 )  s ugge s t s  that the 
Angan Stock may be remot e ly rel ated to certain l anguages in Irian J ay a .  
This pos s ib ility i s  explored i n  Franklin ( 19 7 3 ) ,  but the evidence i s  
very s light . I f  t he relationship is  valid , then t h e  Angan Stock must 
represent a very o ld remnant of another widely s c attered phylic group . 

L-_________________________________________________________________________________ _____ --
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The further modifi c at ions in Wurm ' s  ( 19 7 2 )  classifi c at ion can now be 
suggested : ( 1 )  the inc lus ion o f  ( j )  Inland Gul f Stock as a ( sub-phylum­
leve l ) stock within the Trans-New Guinea Phylum , showing in p art i c ul ar 
a relat ionship with the Turama-Kikorian ( sub-phylum- leve l )  S t ock , as we l l  
as the Central and South New Guinea Stoc k ;  ( 2 )  b roadening the E leman 
Fami ly to inc l ude the Purari language and Tate , b oth formerly considered 
as i s o l at e s  within the Gul f  District ( Brown 19 7 3 ) .  Thi s  can now be called 
the E leman-Purarian Stock . Added t o  this is  t he strong p o s s ib i l ity t hat 
Eleman , i . e .  the Eleman-Purarian Stock , may have a phylum- leve l relat ion­
ship with the East New Guinea Highlands Stock and could be inc luded in 
the Trans -New Guinea Phylum as a s ub -phy lic member ( see 2 . 7 . 8 . 1 .  in thi s 
volume) .  The lexical evidence i s  s li ght , b ut oral tradit ion ( as reported 
in Brown 19 7 3 )  sugge s t s  that the E leman people , or at least s ome groups 
o f  them, have migrate d  from the interio r .  The l anguage which display s  t he 
closest s e t  o f  pronouns wi th the Eleman-Purarian Stock i s  T a t e  ( see t he 
s e c t ion on i s o l ates ) howeve r ,  not P u r a r i  ( or Koriki as it i s  also known ) .  
But the pronominal evidence i s  quite confl i c t ing , in that , from pronominal 
evidence, E leman also displ ays s ome relat ions hips with t he Turama-Kikorian 
Stock . 2 

Perh aps the answer mus t  now await detai led comparat ive work . There 
are , of course , other kinds of comparisons and s t udies which can be app lied 
to these areas , s uch as that o f  Dut t on ( 19 73 ) . But Dutt on ' s  s t udy o f  
s e le c t  vocab u l ary i tems shows in particular t h e  difficulty in a s s e s s ing 
the spread of cult ural factors as depicted by the lexicon of any given 
are a .  

What i s  now needed is  that Dutton ' s  work b e  corre lated with Wurm ' s  
p lot ting of spacial pronouns ( see 2 . 3 . 3 .  in this volume ) . I f  both o f  
these factors repres ent the mi grat ion o f  people , as t he authors s eem t o  
s ugge s t , 3 there s hould b e  s ome corre l at ion i n  the l ingui stic  groupings 
also s ugges ted b y  the authors . 

Some lingui s t s  h ave e l iminate d  homophonous doub le t s  or triplets  from 
their lexical evidence . Far more revealing would be some illdi cat ion o f  
the geographical cum l inguis t ic grouping of s uch forms . This is  yet to 
be done on any wide or systemat�c basis . 

For the t ime b e ing then we must b e  cont ent with allowing the d i s t inc­
t ion of t he E leman-Purari S t o ck , the Trans-Murray Stock , the Angan St o ck , 
the Inland Gulf Stoc k ,  and the Turama-Kikorian Stock , all  within ( wholly 
or part i a l ly ) t he Gul f  Distri c t .  Whether a l l  o f  the s e  ( excep t p erhaps 
E leman-Purari ) be long t o  the Trans-New Guinea Phylum ( as Wurm 1 9 7 2  main­
t ains for the language s of the s e c ond , third and fifth of t he s e  groups ,  
and the author now sugge s t s  for the fourth and perhaps for the first ( s ee 
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ab ove ) )  can , in the author ' s  opinion , perh aps not be quite pos i t ively 
conc luded on a s t ructural b as i s  at this t ime . 

S ome note s  on the Inland Gul f ,  and the E leman-Purari ( sub-phylum­
leve l ) Stocks have been given in 2 . 7 . 7 . and 2 . 7 . 8 .  in this volume . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  Notice , for example that Voorhoeve ( 19 6 8 ) included F a s u  in h i s  Central 
and South New Guinea Phyl um ,  b ut that Wurm ( 19 7 1 )  inc luded Foe in an 
East New Guinea High l ands Phylum . Thi s s uggested two t hings : ( 1 )  the 
re lationship o f  F o e  and Fasu were inter-phy lic and thus so remote to be 
o f  no concern , or ( 2 )  the two phyla were more closely rel ated t han t he 
t axonomi c lab e l s  s ugge s t . The l at t e r  seems more likely now that Wurm 
has both the East New Guinea and Central South New Guinea groups as s t ocks 
within the new Trans-New Guinea Phylum ( see 1 . 3 . 4 . , 2 . 7 . 2 . 1 . and 
2 . 5 . 3 . 3 . 2 .  in this volume ) . 

2 .  Wurm ( 19 7 2 ) in examining the perRonal pronouns in 4 5 0  P apuan l angu,age s  
found that there were b as i cally three set s ,  two sub set s , and one l imited 
set . Howeve r ,  he points out that there i s  no obvious one-to-one corre s­
pondence be tween such pronominal s et s  and the e s t ab li shed groupings of 
interre lated l anguage s ( see al s o  2 . 3 . 3 . in this volume ) . 

3 .  I t  i s  true , o f  course , that idea s , o r  even lexicon , can spread in 
cert ain dire ctions wi thout p eople moving uniquely in the s ame dire c t i on . 
A p lott ing of other re lated features s uch a s  kinship t e rms , homophonous 
forms such as tree and fir e  or gra s s  and fe a t h e r  ( see McElhanon 1 9 7 1  and 
Laycock 1 9 7 0  for othe r  terms ) ,  temporal notions like tom�rrow and y es ter­

day , b as i c  colours ( Berlin and Kay 1 9 6 9 ) ,  count ing systems , and other 
semantic domains w i l l  s how us if t he re is  any distinct ly P apuan " world­
view" . 
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