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1 .  I NTRODUCT ION 1  

The Trukic (TK) l anguages are spoken by approximate ly 4 5 , 000 people who 
make up the populations of the large majori ty o f  the inhabited high i s l ands and 
ato l l s  in the Caroline I s lands o f  Mi cronesia , 2 and by the 4 , 000 des cendants o f  
recent migrants from the central Carolines who now reside o n  the i sland o f  
Saipan i n  the Northern Mariana I s l ands . 3 Excluding Saipan , the area covered by 
i s l ands where TK languages are spoken indigenously extends almost 1 , 500 mi l es 
from 1 3 2

0 
- 154

0 
E .  longitude , and from 3

0 
- 10

0 
N .  l atitude . Quackenbush 

( 196 8 : 2 )  has estimated that the number of i s lands where the TK l anguages are 
spoken is at l east sixty-six . The number of dis tinct and separate ' languages ' 
has been estimated at as few as three ( Bender 19 7 1 )  to as many as thirteen 
( Quackenbush 196 8) . For the purposes of this paper , we shall assume at l east 
seven distinct l anguages , whi ch are l i s ted h ere together with the sources from 
which data have been obtaine d . 4 
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Although two separate and distinct languages may prove to be subsumed here under 
the label MRT ,  and the language o f  Tobi (TBI ) may also prove to be distinct from 
PUA, all evidence indicates that the above seven languages are representative 
of TK, and that accurate reconstructions may be made from their testimony . 

It i s  clear phonologi cally , morphosyntactically , and lexically that the TK 
languages form a distinct subgroup of Oceanic .  The languages with which they 
are mo st closely related are almost certainly Kiribati (Gi lbertese) (KIR) , 
Ponapeic  (PP) , Marshal lese ( MRS ) , and probably Kosraean (Kusaiean) (KSR) , although 
the status o f  that language is somewhat problematical . S These languages , 
together with TK , are referred to as nuclear Micronesian (MC) (Bender 19 7 1 ) . 

It  is not at all clear , however,  which languages or language groups outside 
of Micronesia are must close ly related to TK . Pawley ( 19 7 7 )  has tentatively 
assigned MC (and, thus , TK) to Remote Oceanic , almost solely on the bas i s  of 
somewhat ambiguous data from KIR. Other evidence , however ,  suggests other 
groupings . ( See Jackson , in preparation , for discussion . )  

In the following section of this paper I briefly present the phonological 
system reconstructed for Proto-Trukic (PTK) ; in the next section this system is 
related to Proto-Oceanic (POC) , with a discuss ion o f  problematic reflexes . The 
final section offers some tentative conclusions . 

2 .  PROTO-TRUK I C  P HONOLOGY 

Table I presents the consonant corres.pondences. among eight TK languages . 
Phonemes are represented using the orthography of the standard reference works 
for each language , with phonetic transcriptions added as necessary in square 
brackets . 

As the table demonstrates , most of the TK reconstructions are quite straight­
forward, the only problematic cases being those symboli sed as *k , * c ,  and 
particularly *t  and *9 . PTK *k ( rather than , e . g . , *x) is reconstructed because 
all those languages whi ch show single [ x ]  also show geminate [ kk ] ,  and because 
all MC cognates also show [ k ] . A post-alveolar stop *c is reconstructed because 
all reflexes except PUA 5 are either retroflex or palatal , and because those 
languages whi ch do not exhibit a stop in nongeminate reflexes do so when the 
reflex is geminate , as with *k . 

The phoneme *t  is reconstructed largely on the basis o f  external evidence 
( as will be seen , PTK * t  regularly reflects POC *t ) , but also in view of the t 
reflex before a in WOL , ULI , and PUA. PTK *t having been reconstructed for this 
set of correspondences , a di fferent reconstruction must be made for the set ULI 
d [ 9 ]3 PUA-TRK-MRT-PUL-STW-CRL-WOL t which reflects POC *5 , *n 5 . Marck (n . d . ) 
has suggested the reconstruction of a palatal *t Y for what I have written *t , 
and a plain * t  for what I have represented as *9 . Although Marck ' s  analysis 
i s  partly supported by the fact that t is also the reflex of POC *5 in all other 
MC languages except KIR (where it is r) ,  and although it is probably true that 
PTK *t « POC * t )  was in fact palatalised , 6 Marck ' s  suggestion does not provide 
an explanation of ULI d[ 9 ] , the development of which would in his analys.is require 
a spirant ( POC *5 , *n 5 ) to become a stop in PTK and then again a spirant in ULI . 

Sohn et al . ( 19 7 7 )  have suggested that ULI developed d from a PTK *5 
under the influence of neighbouring Yapese (YAP) , which frequently reflects POC 
*n5 and *5 as [ 9 ] (e . g .  ULI duud , YAP t h uuth  < POC * (n ) 5 u ( n ) 5 u  breast) . I f  this 



Tabl e 1 :  T K  consonant correspondences 

PTK *p *pw * f  * t  *c *e *k 

TRK p pw f 0 , 2 S ch [ d J  t k , 0 , 6 S 7 

ULI P b[ �w J f s , 2 t c[ d J  d [  e J g[ x J9 

PUA P pw[ �w J l f d e e  J ,  2 t S t k [ x J9 

MRT P pw f 0 , 2 S s h [ .r J 5 t k , � , 6 S 7 
. 

PUL P pw f 0 , 2h , s S 4  r[ J J5 t k , 0 6 

STW P pw f 0 , 2 S rh [ J J5 t k , 0 6 

CRL p bw f 0 , 2 S SCh[ J J5 t gh [ x J , 0 6 , 9 

WOL p b[ �w J 1 f 0 , 3s , 1 3 t  S h [ J J5 t g [ x J , 0 8 , 9 

l voiceless stop [ pwpw J when geminate 

2 usually before non-low vowe ls 
3 irregularly before non-low vowels 

4 h + s / when geminate 

5voiceless stop [ t It I J  when geminate 

6 *k > 0 / before low vowels and sporadi cally before mid vowels 

7 *k > s / i sporadi cally ( less frequent in MRT) 

8 *k > 0 sporadi cal ly before low vowels 

9 voi celess stop [ kk J when geminate 

1 0 *1) > n / __ i in most cases 

l l the di stinction between * 1  and *n is apparently collapsing in 

1 2 both *n and * 1  
1 3 before non-low 

are [ 1  J singly , [ nn J  when geminate in WOL 

vowels and irregularly before a 

*m *mw 

m mw 

m mw 

m mw 

m mw 

m mw 
m mw 

m mw 
m mw 

STW 

*n *1) * 1 * r  *w 

n ng , n 1 O n r w � 
t>:I 

ng  r w '"'l t-t t>:I 
n ng n w � 

tI) 
n ng  r w a 

, '"'l 
n ng r w ;g 
n ,  I I I  ng 1 , n 1 1  r w a � a 

ng r w I a 
1 1 2  n g  1 1 2  r w � :c: I-i (") 

� 
� 
� 
� I-i 
(") 

� 
c;) § 
g) tI) 
a '"'l 
� 
Q 
!iE ttl tI) � 

IV 
0'1 
f-' 



262 FREDERICK H.  JACKSON 

is  true , however ,  the influence must have been something other than a straight­
forward instance of borrowing.  ULI includes many lexical i tems containing d ,  
possible sources for which are not found in Yapese , and vice vers a .  Moreover,  
ULI always re flects POC *s , *ns as [ 9 J , while YAP does not : e . g . ULI t ae d ,  YAP 
daay sea water « POC *tans i ( k » ; ULI f i d i g ,  YAP qu- f i -n meat� j1esh « poe 

*p i n s i ko ) . Finally , ULI forms containing d are otherwise normal developments 
of PTK, showing no influence from YAP . 

Several other OC languages reflect *s or *ns  as a dental fri cative in 
addition to ULI and YAP , including Fijian ( FIJ) and languages of the South-East 
Solomons .  Levy ( 19 80 )  has in fact reconstructed *0 as the Proto-Eastern Oceanic 
(PEa) reflex of POC *ns . In these circumstancces , and because TK merges POC *s  
and *ns  ( see Section 3 below) , it i s  not implausible that PTK and YAP should 
separately reflect these consonants as *9 . 

All TK languages now have at least seven phonemic vowels (most have nine) ; 
vowel length is  also distinctive . It  i s  not yet clear whether all seven of the 
vowels need to be reconstructed for PTK , but i t  is certain that at least six do 
(both long and short) : 

* i  
*e 

*a 

*u  
*0 

The high central un rounded vowel *� was in pre-TRK an allophonic variant 
of * u  in the environment of a nonround vowel , and of * i  before *u . Marek ( 19 7 7 )  
has also suggested that there was an allophonic rule in PMC and PTK by which *u 
became *�  after what he terms " front consonants" , specifically *p , *t , *m, *n , 
and * 1 . However , it i s  clear that *�  had become distinctive in PTK in , e . g .  
*n �u coconut « poe *n i u (R» , and *9u� bathe « pac * (n ) s u ( � ) k i ) . 

Other assimilatory vowel al lophony mus t have been present in PTK as well , 
especially affecting the low vowel *a , which apparently fronted to a [ ffi ]  before 

(C) { i } ,  raised to e [ a J  before (C) u ,  and backed to 6 [ � ] before ( C) o .  e 
Al l TK languages also show evidence of a rule of phrase-final vowel devoicing 

and of the rule that Dyen ( 1949 ) has called "compensatory lengthening" , by which 
the first vowel in an unaffixed bimoric noun is lengthened . These rules , too , 
must be reconstructed for PTK. (See Jackson , 19 78 , and Rehg,  th is volume , 
respectively , for discussion of the two rules . )  

3 .  PROTO-TRUKI C REFLEXES OF PROTO-OCEAN I C  

The pac reconstructions that are compared in thi s section to PTK have been 
taken from many sources ,  including Grace ( 1969 ) , Blust ( 19 7 2 ) , Blust ( 19 7 8 ) , 
Pawley ( 19 79 ,  n . d . ) , Lincoln (ms) , and Ross ( 1 9 7 7 ) . A few new reconstructions 
are also proposed and supported . In addition ,  PEa reconstructions from Biggs 
( 1965 ) , Pawley ( 197 2 ) , and Geraghty ( 19 79 )  have also been examined . Al l PTK 
reconstructions are reflected in at least three TK languages ,  and most are 
reflected in six or more . 

The regular PTK re flexes of pac are shown in Table 2 .  Detai ls of this 
pattern , and exceptions to it are di scussed below . While all witnes ses of such 
relatively rare pac reconstructions as *�p , *�k , *n d ,  *y , etc .  are presented ,  
only representative samples o f  the more frequently witnes sed reconstructions 
are shown . All known exceptions , however , are presented . 
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Tab l e 2 :  PTK refl exes of POC phonemes 

poc : 

PTK : 

poc : 

PTK : 

poc : 

*p. 
S!l/ "* f 

*mp *I)P 1 \  / 
*p *pw 

*nV: :�,
*

1) *n  - ;ii I) 

*t '�n t  '�nd  

*w 
*w 

," d 

*k 
*k. 

*y 
(3 

* R  
PTK : *t V ,·,Vb 
poc : *a "ke 1:0 
PTK : *a *e *0 

3 . 1 .  The l abi al seri es o f  consonants 

*I)k *?  

S!l S!l 

*s�j 
*6 

* 1  
* 1  

* i  * u  
* j1u�� 

*m * I)m 
*�Iw 

( *nj ) 
(3 

poc *p is normally lost before round vowels in PTK and reflected as *f  
elsewhere . 

poc *p > PTK S!l 
*pupu  fish-trap 
* ( n ) topu sugarcane 
*pua frui t� spherical object 
*- l)a p u 1  u ten 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

* t a p u (,n ) i afterbirth 
*put i ( k )  pull, extract 
*punt i banana 
* t a p ud , R i conch 
*nopu  reef fish with poison 
* ( n ) s i po do�nwards� east 
*mapo heal 
*yapo fish- line 
*napo wave 
*n , nopo stay� dWell� sit 
*ponu turt le 
*po t u  outside� outwardS 

> 
spines > 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

*uu  
*tou 
*- ua general counting classifier 
*-l)a u 1 u 
* t a uu 
*ut u 
*ucG 
* t aw i  i 
*neu stonefish 
*6 i wo 7 
*mao 
*ao 
*nao 
*noo stay� dWel l  
* (w) on u 
* o t u  

poc * p  > PTK *f  
* fa R i - reciprocal prefix 
* pa 1 e  house 
* panua land� earth� vi l lage 
*pap i ne woman 
*pal)o snort, b low nose 
* I)apa fathom 
*pa 1 i s  i grass 
*pa 1 us a  paddle 
*pa t u  rock� stone 
*panda ( n )  pandanus 
*?a paRa shoulder 
*pi ( n )  sa how much 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

* fa-
* fa 1 e  
* fa n ua island� 
* fa i f i ne 9  
* fol)o 
* I)a fa 
* fa6 i 1 i 1 0 

* fa6 u 1 a 
* f a t u  
* faca 
*a fa ra 
* f i 6a-

land 
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*ap i  fire 
*p i l i  ( ? )  se lect, choose 
*p i ns i ko meat, flesh 
* p i t u? u  star 

> 
> 
> 
> 

*a f i  
* f i  1 i 
* f i S Gko 
* fut uu  

Although there are few clear examples , poe *mp is  apparently reflected as PTK *p 
before non-round vowel s ,  and merges with poe *�p as the labiovelar *pw before 
round vowels . 

*mpaya bai t 
* tamp i ( d ) a bowl 
*mpampa board, p lank 
*?e , ampa mat 
* l a ( m) pas big, great 
*mpa ( �) k i wak shark 

POC *mp > PTK *p  

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

*paa 
*tap i a  
*papa 
*e , a pa baby ' s  mat or c loth 
* l a pa 
*pakewa 

poe *mp/ * �p > PTK *pw 
*mpua bete l nut > *pwua 
* ( m) ponot shut, stop up > *pwono 
*mpo sme l l  > *pwoe 
*t ampu ban, taboo > *tapwu 
* ( m) p u l i cowry > *pw i  1 i 
* ( m) pu l u resin, sap > *pw u J  i 
* ( m) pono truth, correctness > *pwono agree to 
* (m) p u to nave l > *pwut u 1 1 
*1)pO� i night > * pwo l) i  

There are several exceptions to the above generali sations , however,  where PTK 
appears to reflect nasal grade *mp where only oral grade *p has been reconstructed 
for poe : 

POC *pupu l eak, drip, spi l l  out > PTK * pwuu  flow of liquid1 2 
*pupu  kind of fish > *pwupw u  triggerfish 
*puku knot, lwrrp, swe l ling > *pwukua knee ( ? )  / 

*pwuka knot, navel ( ?) 
* ( n ) t u pa derris fish poison > *t upa 
*p i 1 i p lait, wrap around > * p i  1 i plait, brai d 
*peka faeces, defecate > *pake , a  
*pa t u  ·knot, excrescence > *pwa t u  scar ( ? )  
*paRa t a  north-west monsoon > *pa rata windstorm 
*pe l a  dirty > *pwpwe l u  ( ?? )  
*ka p u  buttocks > *kap i  1 3  

It should also be noted that Geraghty ( 1 9 79 )  has suggested an alternative analysis 
for similar aberrant reflexes of poe *p in FIJ and the South-east Solomons . He 
has proposed for PEO ( and , with qualifications , for poe) a contrast between * p  
and * v ,  where previously reconstructed PEO *p corresponds in mo st cases to his 
*v . Only three of Geraghty ' s  PED reconstructions with *p are apparently 
reflected in TK, but each form reflects a stop , as predi cted under Geraghty ' s  
hypothesis , rather than a spirant : *pa pa board, plank , *puku  knot , and *pe l a  
mud, swamp ( PTK *pwe l a ) . 

poe *m is reflected as PTK *mw before round vowels and as *m elsewhere , 
with three apparent exceptions . 



poe 
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poe *m > PTK *m 
*n , 1  i ma bai l > PTK *n uma 
*manal)  supernatural power, wind > *mana 
*mea thing > *mee ( -8aa}  what? 
* i n u (m} drink > * u n um- drink (vt) 
*ma n u ( k }  bird, animal, fish > *ma nu  creature 
*ma t a  eye > *ma t a  
*mat ak u ( t }  afraid > *ma t a k u  
*mat udu  ( R) s leep > *ma t u r u  
*mate  die > *ma te 
*mas i breadfruit > *ma i 
*nsama outrigger > *8ama 
*kami  1st pl excl foc pron > *kamami  / *kami  1 '+  
*kamuy u [ EO *kami u J  2nd pl foe pron > *kam i i 
*dama torch, light > *ma rama moon 
* I umi fo ld, crease > * I um i  
*ma Ra ashamed > *maa 
* 1  i ma five > * 1  i ma 

poe *m > PTK *mw 
*mu 2nd sg pass pron > *mwu 
*mo , ut u  cut off > *mwet u cut off, adopt 
*komu mouthful, gargle > *kUfTWU rinse mouth 
*n , namo lagoon > *n afTWO 
*muta ( ? }  vomi t > * (mw) fTWuta  
*fi'amu mosquito > *nafTWU 
*mon se  s leep > * ( fTW )  fTWee 
*mu?a front, precede > *fTWoa-
*? umu oven > * umwu 
*mu d i  behind > *fTWu r i  
* 1  i mut seaweed, moss > * 1 UfTWU 
*t a-mo 1 u man 1 5 > * t afTWoo l u chief 

The apparent exceptions are two cases where poe *m is reflected as TK *fTW 
before a non-round vowel ,  and one instance where it is deleted be fore a round 
vowel . If  in fact the TK forms are cognate , I have no explanation for them . 

*k i ma giant clam 
*ma l i ( � )  bi tter 
* ( n } amu taHte, j1avour 

> 
> 
> 

*kafTWee 1 6  ( ? )  
* ( fTW} mwa l e  sour ( ? )  
* ( n ) n a u  de licious ( ? )  

In the five instances where poe * I)m seems to be re flected in TK , i t  is realised 
as *fTW four times , and as *m once : 

* Ru�ma house > * i mwa 
* t a - �ma?ane man > *fTWaane 
*I)ma ta worm, snake > *mwa t a  earthworm 
*nda�ma forehead > *eamwa 
*�ma l a l a  c leared ground > *ma l aa l a  ( ? )  
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3 . 2 . The vel ar  seri es of consonants 

poc *k i s  consistently retained as *k in PTK , while *f)K  and *? are always 
lost.  

poe *k > PTK *k 
*kapu  buttocks 
*katae lee side 
*toka land, arrive 
*ma t aku  afraid 
*ka i naf)a clan, descent group 
*ns a ( f)) kaRu  reef 
*ns ake up, rise 
* t u k i  strike, beat 
*k i ( n ) ta  1 st pl incl pron 
*mas a k i  pain 
*-ak i n i  remote trans suffix 
*k i n i t  pinch, pluck 
*koso husk coconuts 
* ( n ) soko caught, captured 
*ko 2nd sg pron 
*komu mouthful 
*kut u louse 
*k u l i skin, bark 

*wa f)ka canoe 
*- f)ku 1st sg pass pron 
* ( n ) s u f)k i bathe 
*so ( f)) ka ( r )  cross seat in 

* ? u l  a p i  parY'Ot fish 
*pa?u  tie, bind 
*?a s u  smoke 
*t a?e not 
*?ate liver 
*da?a branch 
*mu?a front 
*t u? u stand 
*ta?u  season 
* l e?o speech 
*pa?oRu new 

poe *f)k 

canoe 

poe *? 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

> PTK 
> 
> 
> 
> 

*ka p i  
*kat ae 
*toka 
*mataku  
*ka i n af)a clan 
*Sakau reef i sland 
*Sake 
* t uk i  
*k i ca 
"'ma Sak i 
*-ak i n i  
*k i n i  
*koSo 
* ( y ) oko 
*ko 2nd sg  subj pron 
*k urrr.-Ju rinse rrouth 
*k u t u  
*k i I i  

fiJ 
*waa 
*- i 
*sM 
*toa ( 7 )  

> PTK !i1 
> *u l a f i  
> * fau ( fau)  
> *aSu 
> *tae , i 
> *a te  
> *raa 
> * rrr.-Jo a 
> *tuu  
> *tau  
> * l ewe tongue, speech 
> * fau 

(There seems to be one exception to thi s pattern , however ,  as poe *?o ( n ) t a  raw 
i s  reflected in PTK as *kocaa raw food. The rest of Me is ambivalent regarding 
the *k in this item , however ,  as *k is not reflected in KIR or KSR.  It may well 
be that the *k in TK and PP is a reflex of a fossilised causative prefix *ka- . )  1 7  

With only one apparent exception , poe *f) is re fl ected in PTK as *f) . The 
exception is the word for hennit crab , which has been reconstructed for poe by 
Lincoln (ms) as *uf)a , apparently on the basis of FIJ and PPN . The PTK form for 
hermit crab is *urrr.-Ja .  
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poe *� > PTK *� 
*a � i n wind > *a� i 
* ( n ) to�o mangrove > *to�o 
* l a �o fly > * 1  a �o 
* t a � i  ( s ) weep > *t � ? i 
*�uu  hwn, speak low > *�uu 
* t a 1 i �a ear > *t a 1  i �a 
*�apa fathom > *�a fa 
* s i � i  push, thrust > *9 i i � i  
*sa�a thigh, crotch > *9a�a insi de of upper thigh 
*de �a turmeric > * ra �a 
* t a � i R i  kind of fish > * t a � i  r i  ye llow fin tuna 

3 . 3 .  The coronal seri es of  consonants 

With only a few exceptions,  poe *t is  retained as PTK *t : 

* t a  anI!? 
* ta u  man, person 
*?atop thatch 
*ma t a  eye 
*mat e die 
*t ama father 
*t ano earth 
*toko ( n )  staff, po le 
*ata ( s )  on top 
*tas i (m) sharpen 
*tane skin disease 
* t us i , u ( k )  point 
*ma t a  raw, new 
* l oto boi l, abscess 
*p i t u seven 
*tans i k  seawater 
*t i do look at, gaze 
* Ra t u  one hundred 

poe *t > PTK *t  
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

*ta- /"' te-
* t a u- prefix to clan names 
*ato 
*ma t a  
*mate 
*t ama 
*tano 
*toko 
*ata 
*ta i m-
* t a n i 
* t i 9 i 
* ( a ) ma t a  
* l oto 
* f i  t u  
*ta9 i 
*t i ro 
* ( - �a ) r a t u  classi fier for thousands 

The exceptions are of several types : ( 1 )  poe *wa t u  thither, toward addressee 
and *na t u  offspring , in both of which the *t is lost in all TK languages . 1 8  

( 2 )  The *t in poe *pa t i four i s  lo st in TK and , in fact , in al l Me languages . 
( 3 )  poe *t is  apparently reflected as PTK *8 in *kato basket > * ka90 basket, 
*ta 1 e  return, circwnscribe > *9a 1 e  walk around in circles, wander, and , perhaps , 
*k i t a see > *ku9 9a find, look for. These may be borrowings , but i f  so the 
sources are not known . ( 4 )  The TK forms for urine appear to reflect poe *t i d , R i 
spurt, urine , but the reconstruction is  problematical . Adding to the problem 
is the fact that PTK reflects poe *s i d i ( t )  semen, masturbation as * t i r i 
masturbate. (The expected reflex of *s i d i ( t )  is *9 i r i . )  The TK data-sets for 
the two poe forms are as follows : 
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POC * t  i d ,  R i  SpUr-t, 
PTK * t i r i ( ? )  UY'ine 
TRK 5 i i r 
ULI (not attested) 
PUA (not attested) 
MRT 5 i i r 
PUL h i  i r 
STW 5 i i r 
CRL 5 i i r 
OOL (not attested) 

JACKSON 

UY'ine *5 i d i ( t )  semen, mastur-bation 
*t i r i mastur-bate 

i r 
5 i r 

(not attested) 
i r 
i r 
i r 
i r 
5 i r i  

The TK forms reflecting POC *5 i d i  ( t )  correspond exactly , but unexpectedly , with 
a PTK *t i r i ,  while those  that appear to be cognate with POC *t i d , R i are 
aberrant in that the languages attesting the form fail to lose * t  before the 
high vowel . The ULI and WOL forms for urine , where we might on the evidence 
expect a word homophonous with that for mastur-bate , is the euphemism kka J eo J eo ,  
l iterally to make puddles . One possible explanation of the aberrant refl exes 
for uY'ine in the other languages i s  that the loss of *t would have l ed to 
homophony with the terms for mastUY'bate , but this ' explanation ' requires us in 
turn to postulate that the two forms were homophones in PTK . Presumably , the 
solution lies elsewhere . 1 9 

POC *n t merges with POC *nd  as PTK *c , with no apparent exceptions : 

POC *punt i banana > PTK *Iko 
*k i (n)  ta 1st pl inc pron > *k i ca 
*- ( n } t a  1 st p l  incl poss pron > *- ca 
*?o ( n ) t a  r-aw > *kocaa 
*panda ( n )  pandanus > *fa ca 
*ndaf)ma for-ehead > *camwa 
* ( n ) danum water- > *can u 
* ( n ) dau  leaf > *ca u 
*nduR i  bone 0 > *cUQ 
* ( n )  t a u  per-son ( ? )  2 1 > *-cao  anim num cls 

Thi s merger also occurs in the other MC languages , in one language of the 
Admiralti es , and in many OC languages of the New Guinea North Coast ( Ross 19 7 7 )  
but not, to my knowledge , elsewhere i n  OC . 

wi th some exceptions (see below) POC *5 , *n 5 and *j merge as PTK *9 : 
POC *5 > PTK *9 

*ma5a k i  pain > *ma9ak i i l l  
*ka50 r-after- > *ka90 
*k050 husk coconuts > *ko90 
*ma5awa open sea > *ma9awa 
*?a 5 U  smoke > *a 9 u  
*s a u (? )  ou·tside, far- off > *9aa u 2 2  
*?a RU5a cur-r-ent > *au9a 
*5aRe tear- > *9a a r i ( f)- ) 2 3 
* i  5 U  nose > * ( pwa ) u9 u  
*5 i f) i  push, thrust > *9 i i f) i 2 '+  
*5edu  hiccough > * ( ma ) 9a ru 
*?a5 u gall bladder- > *a9 i 
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POC *n s > PTK *6 
*anunsa  sma II  is land > *an u6a 
*nsama outrigger > *6ama 
* ( n ) s a  one > * ( t e- ) 6a 
*mans u ( r , R) ful l, abundant > *ma6u  
*n uns i , 0  squid > *f)u6 i /1' f) i 602 5 
*7unsa ( n )  rain > *u6a 
* t a ns i ( k )  sea water > * t a 6 i  
*wa ( n ) se count > *wa6e 
* ( n ) s i wa n-z..ne > *6 i wa 
* ( n ) s u ( n ) s u  breast > *8u6u2 6  
* ( n )  s a f)a thigh, crotch > *6af)a inside of upper thighs 
* ( n ) soko arrive ,  come > *60ko 

POC *j > PTK *6 
*aj a ( n )  name > * i 6a2 7 
*maj a dry, low tide > * ( m) ma6a 
* p i  j a  how much, how many > * f i 6a 
*Ruj a ( n )  load, cargo > *u6a 
* ( f) ) i j a  when? > * ( i - ) n , f)a i 6a2 8 

The exceptions are of two types :  ( 1 )  unexpected loss of *s/*ns  in : *mas i 
breadfruit > *ma i , 2 9  * ( n ) soko caugh t, captured > * ( y) oko , and *mo n s e  s leep > 
* (mw ) mwee ; and ( 2 )  *s/*ns  reflected as PTK *t in : *so ( f) ) ka ( r ) cross-seat in a 
canoe > *toa , * s u l i shoot, sucker > * t i l i ,  *s i d i  ( t )  semen, mas turbation > *t i r i 
masturbate, *ns i f) i fart > * t i f) i  , 3 D  and * ( n ) s a i  who ? > ( i - ) t e , a u . 3 1  So far , 
these exceptions defy explanation . 

Very unexpectedly ,  TK provides external evidence for the segment *nj , which 
has been reconstructed for several Siassi (SIA) subgroups in northern New Guinea 
( Ross 1977 ) . Although only four o f  the forms reconstructed with *nj by Ross 
are reflected in PTK , in each instance the segment corresponding to the *nj is  
lost :  *nj a l an path, road > PTK *a l a ; *k i an j o  outrigger boom > k i ao ;  *tanj i m  
sharpen > * t a i m- ;  and *panj i 3 2  arm, wing > *pau . 3 3 Ross writes that the SIA 
distinction between *ns and *nj " i s  a feature found nowhere else in Oceania" 
(p . 54 ) , and proposes that the distinction resulted from a split of POC *ns in 
several SIA groups (p . 60 ) . While these TK (and other MC 3 4 ) forms may be only 
coincidental aberrant reflexes of *ns , it appears more likely that they are 
systemati c .  

The PTK reflexes o f  * n  and * n  are only problematical in a few forms before 
high vowels , where they appear as * f) ( see below) . Otherwi se,  *n and *n merge 
as PTK *n : 

POC *n  > PTK *n  
*n i uR coconut > *nuu  
*n i genitive marker > *n i 
*onom six > "ono 
* i  n u (m) drink > *unum-
*nana ( 7 )  pus > *nana 
*ena away from speaker > * ( ke ) e na 3 5  
*napo wave > *nao 
*na t u  offspring > *na�  
*7una  fish-scale, feather > *�na 
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* ( n )  dan i ( ? )  day 
*t i na mother 
*manal) supernatural power 
*eno lie down 

*namu ( k )  mosquito 
*na  3rd sg  pass pron 
*i1amu taste� flavour 
*ma?anu  float 
*i1oRa yesterday 
*manawa breathe� be Uy 
* k i i1 i t  pinch� pluck 
*n , nopo stay� cMe U� sit 
*?an , i1 i t u  ghost� spirit 
*n , i1arno lagoon 

> *raan i 3 6 
> *t i na 
> *mana 
> * (w) ono 

poc *i1 > PTK *n 

> *nalTWu 
> *-na 
> * ( n ) na�  
> *maan�  
> * ( na ) newa 3 7  
> *manawa life� existence 
> *k i n i  
> *noo 
> *an�t  G 
> *nalTWo 

In the environment /a i ,  however ,  OC *n usually becomes the velar nasal * 1)  
in PTK : 3 8  -

pac * ( n ) t a n i source > PTK * t a l) i  
*kan i eat > *ka l) i  
*ma n i  remerriber > *ma l) i  think� remerriber> 
*kan i sharp 3 9  > * (k ) ka l) i  

PTK * 1)  may also reflect POC * n  in *n i pon tooth > * I) i i and * n a u  1st s g  pron > 
*I)a l) � .  ( In this example , it is the initial velar nasal that shows an aberrant 
TK reflex of pac *n (also found in other MC languages and in Rotuman) . The 
appearance of the second velar nasal is problematic .  4 0 )  pac *i1 also is 
reflected as velar *1) in PTK *1)�9 i /*l) i 90 squid < pac *n , i1 uns i , 0  and *I)e n �  
shadow� ghost < pac *n , i1 un , i1 u  shadow� and in TRK , PUL , STW, CRL , WOL wool) ( i )  
turtle < Poe *pon u . 4 1  

3 . 4 .  The l i q ui ds 

While  the TK reflexes o f  pac * 1  are straighforward, those for * r  and,  to 
even greater extent , those for * 1  are not . 

With only two exceptions , pac * 1  is reflected as PTK * 1 : 
pac * to l u three > PTK *te l u  

* 1  i ma five > * 1  i ma 
* l a ( m) pa ( s )  big > * l apa 
* l awa stuck in throat > * l awa 
* l um i fold, crease > * l �mi 
*ma l u  calm, quiet > *ma l ua calm� of the sea 
*ka 1 i dig > *ke l i 
*k i 1 a know > * ku l a  know, see 
* 1 a 1)0 canoe rol ler > * 1 a 1)0 
*wa l u eight > *wa l u 
* l umpa ho le4 2  > * 1  i pwa 
* d , l a l o  inside, deep > * l a l o- inside 
*s , j  0 1 a mix > *90 1 a  
* l ako go > * l ako dir suff : away, go 

PAN *?a l ej aw day 4 3 > *a l o  sun4 " 
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In the two exceptional cases , POC * 1 i s  replaced by PTK *r :  
*k u l a oi�oumoise 
*sak u l aya swo�d-fish 

> 
> 

*k ura  
*9ak u l  • raa ra4 5 

poe *d i s  normally reflected as PTK * r ,  but there are four in stances where 
the nasal grade *nd i s  reflected in stead ( as PTK *c) . 

*I)odo sno�e 
* i da 3rd pI foe pron 
*dua two 
*daLi hunifx>ed 
*dama light� shine 
* ( n) dol)o hea� 
*mud i behind 
*daku so�atoh, so�ape 
*k , ta - dawa b lue/g�een 
*?uda ( l) )  lobste�� sh�mp 
*data  level� smooth 
*do ( n ) do . da�k 
*e ra existentia l  verb4 6  

*dede t�emble with fea� 

* d , l i k i  small, li ttle 
*ma da fe�ented� soft, �pe 
*daRa b lood 
*dede t�emb le wi th fea� 

poe *d > PTK * r  
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 

*I)o ro 
* i  ra 
* rua 
* ( -l)a- ) raQ high numbe� 
* ( ma - ) rama moon 
* rol)o 
*mwu r i  -
* raku 
*ka rawa 
* Q ra 
* rata  
* roco 
*o ra 
* re re 

poe *d > PTK *c 
> 
> 
> 
> 

*c i k i  
*maca 4 7 
* ( c) caa 
*cece4 8 

TK (and Me) re flexes of * R  are extremely problemati cal . In the s li ght 
majority of cases , *R is los t ,  while in all but one of the oth er cases , it 
merges with *d as PTK * r .  The one instance where i t  seemingly fai l s  to fol low 
either of these patterns i s  th e reflex for poe *ta rae adze, which i s  PTK * ta l ee ,  
perhaps indicating a loan . All TK refl exes o f  *R are presented h ere : 

*maRa ashamed 
*daR 3 b lood 
*pa?oRu new 
*Ru?a neok 
*s uR i  bone 
*uRa sinew, vein 
*Ru j a  load� oa�go 
*nsakaRu �eef 
*kuR i t a  ootopus 
*noRa yeste�day 
* tapud , R i conch 
*?aRusa cu��ent 
*pa R i  �y-fish, skate 
*Ra p i  evening 
*paRu hibisous 
*Rul)ma house 

poe *R > PTK *0 
> *maa 
> * ( c) caa 
> *fau 
> *ua 
> *cGQ 
> *wa (ka )  ( ? )  4 9  
> *u9a 
> *9aka u 
> *kQQta 
> * ( na ) newa 
> * taw i  i 
> *a u9a 
> *fa i i 5 0 

> *faka- a f i  evening, evening meal 
> *fau 
> * i rrwa 
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*Ra t u  hundred 
*sa Re tear 
*puR i  wash 
*?apaRa shoulder 
*ma Ra light in weight 
*wakaRa root 
*paRata  north-west monsoon 
*takuRu back 
* ( n ) t al) i R i  kind o f  fish 

poe *R > PTK * r  
> * ( - r)a - )  ra t u  thousand 
> *9a a r i  ( 1)- )  
> *uro wash (face) ( ? )  
> *a fa ra 
> *ma ra fast (e . g. of canoes) 
> *waka ra 
> *pa rata windstorm 
> *takuru 
> *ta l) i  R i  ye Uow fin tuna 

George Grace (p . c . )  has suggested that *R  may tend to be retained in Me between 
identical vowels , and lost between unlike vowels .  Although this suggestion 
seems generally valid,  the first two forms in the above l ist indicating loss 
of *R ,  and the first three forms in the list indicating its retention are 
counter-examples . 

3 . 5 .  The g 1 ; des 

poe *w is regularly retained in PTK , while *y seems to be lo st , with two 
exceptions . 

poe *w > PTK *w 
*wa t u  thither > *wau 
*wa l u  eight > *wa l u 
*awar) mouth > *awa 
*mawap yawn > *mawoS 1 
*pa ( r)) k i wak shark > *pakewa 
*s awar) channel > *9awa 
*wa ( n ) se  COunt3 divide > *wage 
*kawakawa kind of fish > *kawakawa kind of reef fish 
*war)ka canoe > *waa 
* ( n ) s i wa nine > *9 i wa 
*manawa bellY3 existenae > *manawa 

poe *y > PTK *� 
*mu ( y u) 2nd pl poss pron > *m i  i 
*ya l)o ye llow3 ginger > *a 0 
*yapo fish- line > *ao 
*mpaya bait > *paa 

The apparent exceptional reflexes of *y are poe *yadu  mother of pearl > * t a ru ( ? ) , 
and *sak u l aya swordfish > *9aku l , raara . The second example seems to be either 
a case of copying of the preceeding consonant or , perhaps , the accretion of an 
unknown morpheme *- ra onto a cognate stern ( i . e .  poe *saku l aya > * 9ak u l aa- ra , 
where the *y i s  lost between the two final vowels ) . The first example is 
inexplicable if indeed i t  is cognate . 
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3 . 6 . T h e  vowel s 

As the above cognate lists indicate , PTK reflexes o f  POC vowe ls are gener­
ally identical except for the allophony among the high vowels ( dis cussed briefly 
in Section 2 ) . As most unusual reflexes in the consonant lists have been treated 
in notes , no further dis cussion will be provided here . 

4 .  CONCLUS I ONS 

The patterns of  regular PTK reflexes ,of POC presented in Section 3 provide 
strong evidence for the integrity o f  the TK subgroup . To my knowledge , there 
is no other language or language group that combines all of the following 
phonological innovations ( see Jackson , in preparation , for lexical and grammatical 
innovations of TK) : 

( 1) Loss of  POC *p before round vowels ; 
( 2 )  Loss of POC *�k in all environments ; 
( 3) Loss of  POC *7 in all environments ; 
( 4 )  Merger of  POC *n with *8  in the environment /a_i ; 
( 5 )  Merger of  POC * n  and *n elsewhere ; 
( 6 )  Merger of  POC *s , *ns , and *j ; 
( 7) Separate reflex o f  POC? *nj ; 
( 8) Merger of  POC *n t and *nd ;  
(9 )  The patte rn o f  loss of *R and i ts merger with *r  descr ibed in Section 

3 . 5  above ; 
( 10) Loss of POC *y . 
Innovations ( 1) , ( 3 ) , ( 8) , and ( 9 )  are also attested in oth er MC languages , 

and (6 )  is  attested in all MC except KSR (where POC *ns is apparently lost) . 
This fact , in turn , provides some evidence for the integrity o f  that group . 
Additional evidence for MC i s  provided by the sharing o f  the rule by which POC 
*mp and *m are merged with * 8P and *8m before round vowels , and by a general 
MC consistency in re flecting nasal and oral grade segments . ( For example , for 
POC *daRa b lood� *d i k i  small� *mada ripe� * ( n ) dau  leaf� * ( n ) dan um water� *peka 
faeces� * ( n ) t upa derris fish poison� and many others , all MC-reflexes of  tne 
underlined segments are of nasal grade consonants . )  It is beyond the s cope of  
this paper to provide further evidence for a Me grouping ( further evidence will 
be found in Harrison and Jackson , in preparation) ,  but the above observations 
are suggestive . 

Another task that is beyond this paper ' s  s cope is to attempt to determine 
the closest relatives of TK outside MC . However,  it is perhaps appropri ate at 
this time to mention that the distinct TK reflexes of *nj  dis cussed in Section 
3 . 3 are not the only characteristics that appear to link TK with languages of  
the New Guinea north coast .  Jackson ( in preparation) provides a list of such 
similarities . 
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NOTES 

1. I am indebted to a great many people for comments , suggestions , and obser­
vations at di fferent times in the development of this pape r .  Foremost among 
them are Paul Geraghty , Shelly Harrison , Jeff Marek , Ken Rehg ,  Ho-min Sohn , 
Hiroshi Sugita , Jude Wang , and the following Micronesians , who were always 
willing to answer still more questions about their languages : Marciana Akasy , 
Jesus E lameto , Rioichy Johnny , Tony Kaipat , Rosario Ngirbabul , Mike Olap ,  Frank 
Olopai , Tony Otto , Ancheres Rechim, Tony Taweri lmang,  and Joe Tiucheimal . 
Naturally , however,  any errors of  reporting or interpretation are my own .  

2 .  Non-Trukic languages are spoken on ten islands i n  the Carolines : Ponape , 
Ngatik , Pingelap ,  Mokil , Kosrae , Nukuoru, and Kapingamarangi in the east , and 
Yap ,  Babelthuap and Peleliu in the west . The high is lands of Yap and Babelthuap , 
however ,  do have populations of  Trukic immigrants from neighbouring atolls , and 
large numbers of Truki c speakers have resettled on Ponape in this century . 

3 .  Goodenough and Sugita (1980)  have also identi fied as Trukic the language 
spoken by earlier inhabitants of the island of Mapia , approximately 100 miles 
north of West Irian . They include no supporting evidence , however,  and the 
small amount of data avai lable to me are not conclusive , although Old Mapian 
does appear ' Mi cronesian ' .  ( See also Bender 1975 . )  

4 .  In addition,  I have also referred to my own notes on Saipan Carolinian (CRL) , 
which is very closely related to STW . 

5 .  Nauruan may also be a member of  MC; i t  is di fficult to know from the 
available data. Problems regarding the status of KSR are due in large part to 
its inconsistent reflexes of pac , probably suggestive of  several layers o f  
borrowing.  ( See Lee and Wang, this volume , and Harrison and Jackson , in 
preparation . )  

6 .  In fact , pre-MC * t  (> PTK * t )  was probably palatalised as well ,  and there 
is evidence in MC to suggest that it had already developed a sibilant allophone , 
at least before * i . (See Harrison and Jackson , in preparation . )  

7 .  The glide i n  this PTK form i s  expecte d .  The most probable histori cal stages 
in pre-TK were : pac * ( n ) s i po > *9 i o , > PTK *9 i wo .  

8 .  This form i s  tentatively reconstructed on the basis of  Lakalai (LAK) pot u  
outside , o t u  to go out , Ponapean (PNP) i e i  out , and the TK forms . 

9 .  The unexpected extra vowel in PTK *fa i f i ne mus t be reconstructed to account 
for ,  e . g . TRK feef i n  and WOL fa i f i l �  woman. Goodenough (p . c . )  has suggested 
that the initial element of the form may be related to PAN *bah i female� woman. 

10 . The consonant metathesis that occurred in pre-TK to POC *pa l i s i  grass and 
*pa J us a  paddle is  also witnessed in PP , and the metathesised form for ' paddle ' 
is  witnessed in KIR, as well , implying that this  change may have occurred in 
pre-MC . (No other MC language attests the forms at all . )  

1 1 .  The final vowel i s  unexplained . 
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12 . PTK *pwuu suggests a pre-TK *mpupu .  

1 3 .  The change from final * u  to * i  in this form mus t presumab ly have antedated 
the rule velarising *mp before a back round vowel . Otherwi se, the PTK form 
should be *ka pw u .  

14 . TRK reflects only *kami , whi le the other TK languages reflect *kamam i . ULI 
reflects both forms , although the reflex o f  *kamami is apparently more frequent .  

15 . This form i s  tentatively reconstructed on the basis of the TK forms and 
Gedaged tamo l man� ma le person� Nguna and Sesaki ( n a ) tamwo l i human being� and 
perhaps Rotuman famor i human being� the last three of which Pawley ( 1979a) 
assigns to a POC * ta-maqu i d i p  living man. PTK * tamwoo l u ,  however , does not 
reflect Pawley ' s  reconstruction . 

16 . TRK also has a form 5 i i m medium sized t:t'1:dachna� which i s  a more l ikely 
reflex of pac *k i ma .  However , no comparable  form appears in other TK languages . 

1 7 .  This analysis is weakened by the fact that the vowel after the *k is short . 
I f  the form in fact were derived from a hypothetical *ka-oca-a , then two moras 
would be expected in the first syllable . However ,  note that the final syllable 
in PTK *kocaa ( cf .  CRL osch aa l his raw food) is long, whi ch would be  expected 
i f  the form were a fossilised causative . 

18 . The * t is reflected in the cognate forms in MRS and KIR,  which means that 
i t  was certainly present in PMC . The loss of * t  before non-low vowels has been 
spreading at di ffering rates through the lexi cons of all TK languages ( see 
Jackson , in preparation) ,  so it is pOssible either that the loss in these forms 
h ad already occurred by the PTK stage , or that the *t  was present in PTK but 
has s ince been lost in al l TK languages . 

19 . Dyen ( 1949 ) has pointed out that TRK s i i r  is a reflex of  PAN *c i r i t spray 
out� urine . I f  PAN *c could be shown to be reflected distinctively in other 
forms in TK , then the mystery of this form' s development would be solved, and 
another segment would be reconstructed for PTK ( and paC) . However ,  there is  no 
corroborating evidence , and, as Blust ( 1978)  points out , it is  inappropriate to 
reconstruct a distinction in pac on the basis of one form in one group of  
languages . 

20 . pac *nduR i  bone i s  also re flected in the Admi ralties ( Blus t 19 78) and in 
Proto-Sepik-Madang of  the New Guinea north coast ( Ross 19 7 7 ) . 

2 1 .  Although PTK reflects POC * tau  person as *tau- prefix to c lan names� there 
is also found in MRT , PUL , STW , and CRL the animate number classi fier *-ca l� .  
Although the latter form may be an innovation , I have tentatively concluded that 
it derives from a nasal grade alternant of the pac form . Other evidence exi sts 
in TK for such alternants (e . g . PTK * f i c i  to shoot a weapon� such as a s lingshot 
or bow� to spear; *p i c i  to snap� spring ( c f .  FIJ v i d i  to snap) ) .  

2 2 .  The long vowel in PTK *Saau is unexplained.  

2 3 .  The long vowel is unexplained . 

24 . The long vowel is unexplained.  

25 . There is  no obvious explanation for the two forms for squid in TK . PTK 
* � i So is reflected in TRK, PUL , WOL, ULI , and PUA ; apparent *�uS i is reflected in 
MRT , STW, and CRL.  

2 6 . An alternate form * tuSu  breas t must be  reconstructed for several TK languages .  
Interestingly , Ross ( 19 77 )  has reconstructed the same form for his Proto-North 
Coast in New Guinea . 
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2 7 .  The high front vowel found in PTK * i 9a name i s  unique in MC , but i t  is  
witnessed in  LAK i sa ( Chowning 19 73 ) . 

28 . I t  is  possible that the alternate forms for when? in TK may re flect a 
distinction similar to that found in LAK a l a i sa when? (past) , ga i sa when? ( future ) . 
It i s  di fficult to te ll , however ,  as no singl e TK language reflects both forms 
for when. 

29 . Cf . PPN *me i b readfruit .  

30 . TK forms for fart are problematical in the same way as those for urine 
discussed above : they reflect failure to lose the *t in TRK , PUL ,  MRT ,  STW , and 
CRL , where such loss is expected. 

31.  Cf .  Gedaged i t a i  who ? (maZe) . 

32 . Ross recons tructs thi s form only for Proto-Manarn . 

3 3 .  The form *pau arm3 wing is  also witnessed i n  the Admiralties , where there 
is no other evidence for a distinct *nj . The PTK form, thus , may not in this 
case reflect loss of that segment.  The other three forms remain of interest , 
however . 

34 . In addition to TK , MRS and PP reflect PMC *a l a  road and *k i ao outrigger 
boom (KIR and KSR reflect an apparent PMC *k i aso for the latter form) ; all MC 
languages reflect PMC *pa u arm3 wing and *t a i m- sharpen. 

3 5 .  This  form i s  probably derived from *ko ' 2nd sg pron ' and *ena away from the 
speaker. I t  is  attested throughout TK , but apparently in no other languages . 

36 . Vowel length is unexplained . 

3 7 .  Loss of rounding from a vowel following insertion of  a rounded glide is 
frequent in TK . 

38 . The TK forms *ka � i  eat and * ( k) ka � i  sharp are also attested e lsewhere in MC . 

39 . This  form is tentatively reconstructed on the basis o f  MC and several 
languages in the New Hebrides ( Tryon 19 76 ) • 

40 . As Harrison (p . c . )  has pointed out ,  the initial * �  in PTK *�a�� ' 1st sg 
foc pron ' may well not re flect pac *n at all , but �ay instead reflect a pre fixal 
e lement *�- . Evidence for thi s  is provided by the fact that all KIR focus 
pronouns re flect such a pre fix.  

41 . MRT ,  ULI and PUA reflect the expected alveolar nasal . 

42 . This form is  tentatively reconstructed on the basis of  TK and PAN * I uba� 
hoZe. 

4 3 .  Thi s  PAN reconstruction i s  from Blust n . d . 

44 . Tryon ( 19 76 )  reports many instances of a l o  sun in the New Hebrides , and 
Blust ( 19 78) has also reported it for the Admiralty Islands . Presumably ,  there­
fore , *?a l 0  sun mus t be reconstructed for pac in competition with already recon­
structed pac *?anso sun. PUL , STW , and CRL a l et sun may reflect the *j of PAN 
*?a l ej aw ,  through a hypotheti cal PTK *a l e9 i . So far as I know , however ,  this 
consonant is not reflected elsewhere in MC . 

4 5 .  I n  th is form, the expected * 1  i s  reflected i n  all languages except TRK and 
WOL , and TRK has a doublet with the expected reflex . 

46 . This form is  reconstructed on the basis of PTK *o ra , MRS or , and PAN *e ra 
' existential verb ' . 
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4 7 .  Reflexes o f  the nasal grade variants of  POC *mada ripe� fermented� e tc .  and 
*daRa b lood are attested in the Admiralties (Blust 1978) , the North Coast of 
New Guinea ( Ross 1977) , and throughout MC . 

48 .  There i s  apparently no distinction in meaning between PTK * re re and *cece 
shake� tremble.  

49 . Although a pre-TK *ua could reasonably evolve into PTK *wa ( c f .  the fact 
that many CRL speakers say wa and wwa for frui t « PTK *uwa» , I am unable to 
identi fy the final *ka in *waka sinew� vein. 

50 . Final vowel length is unexplained.  

51 .  The final vowel in PTK *mawo yawn is presumably the result of  progressive 
assimilation from the preceding glide . Tnis  is unusual ,  however .  

B IBL IOGRAPHY 

BENDER,  Byron W. 

19 71 

1975 

Micronesian languages . In Thomas A .  Sebeok , ed.  Cu rrent t rends in 
l inguistics ,  vol .  8 :  Lingui stics in Oceani a ,  426-465 . The Hag'le : 
Mouton . 

Mapian : an extinct Mi cronesian language? Paper presented at the 
Second Annual Oceanic Linguisti cs Festival , Lingui sti c Society of  
Hawaii ,  Honolulu . 

BENDER, Byron W . , et al . 

19 82 

BIGGS , Bruce 

1965 

Proto-Mi cronesian word-list . Computer printout . Department of  
Linguisti cs , Universi ty of  Hawaii .  

Direct and indirect inheritance in Rotuman . In G . B .  Milner and 
Eug�nie A .  Henderson , eds Indo-Paci fic linguistic st udi es ,  part 1 :  
Histori cal lingui stics, 383-415 . Amsterdam : North-Hol land . ( =Lingua 
:(.4 : 383-415 . ) 

BLUST , Robert A .  

19 72 

1978  

n . d .  

Proto-Oceanic addenda wi th cognates i n  non-Oceani c Austronesian 
languages : a preliminary list . Working Papers in Lingui sti cs ,  
Uni versi ty of Hawaii 4/1 : 1-4 3 .  

The Proto-Oceanic palatal s .  Memoir No . 4 3 .  We llington : The Polynesian 
Society . 

Variation in retention rate among Austronesian languages . MS . 



2 78 FREDERICK H .  JACKSON 

CAPELL , Arthur 

n . d .  
( 1951)  

Gramma r and vocabul a ry o f  t h e  l anguage o f  Sonsorol -Tobi . CIMA 
Repo rt 30 . ( Mimeo) . Washington : Pacific Science Board . ( Republished,  
1969 , as Oceania Linguistic MOnograph 12 . )  

CHOWNING, Ann 

1973 Milke ' s  ' New Guinea cluster ' :  the evidence from northwest  New 
Bri tain.  Oceanic Lingui stics 12 : 189-244 . 

DYEN , Isidore 

1949 

196 5 

On the history of  the Trukese vowels . Language 25 : 429-436 . 

A sketch of Trukese grammar. Essay 4 .  New Haven : Ameri can Oriental 
Society .  

ELBER'r , Samuel H .  

194 7 

1972 

19 74 

Ulithi-English and English-Ulithi word lis t .  Mimeo . United States 
Naval Military Government . 

Pul uwat dict ionary . Paci fi c Lingui stics , C-24 . 

Pul uwat grammar. Pacifi c Lingui stics , B-29 . 

GERAGHTY . Paul A .  

1979 Topi cs in Fi jian language hi story . Doctoral dissertation , University 
of Hawaii , Honolulu.  ( to appear in Oceani c Lingui stics Special 
Publi cations) . 

GOODENOUGH , Ward H .  and Hiroshi SUGITA 

19 80 Trukese-English dictionary . Memoir 141 of the American Philosophical 
Society . Philadelphia : Ameri can Phi losophical Society . 

GRACE , George W .  

1969 A Proto-Oceanic finderlist.  Working Papers in Lingui stics ,  Uni versi ty 
of Hawaii 1/2 : 39-84 . 

GRACE , George W ,  James A .  THARP , Peter C .  LINCOLN , and Janet BLACK 

1980 Proto-Oceanic finderlist.  Computer printout . 88pp . [An earli er 
version appeared as Grace 1969 . ] 

HARRISON , Sheldon P .  and Frederick H .  JACKSON 

in prep- The evidence for a Micronesian grouping. 
aration 

JACKSON , Frederick H .  

19 78 The synchronic status of  the historical rule o f  final vowel 
deletion .in Saipan Carolinian . Paper presented at the Historical 
Linguistics Festival of the Linguistic Society of Hawaii . Honolulu.  

in prep- Aspects of  the historical development of the Trukic languages of 
aration Micronesia .  Doctoral dissertation , University o f  Hawaii , Honolulu.  

JACKSON , Frederick H .  et al . 

forth­
coming 

Carol ini an-English di ctionary . Honolulu : Universi ty Press of  Hawaii .  



REFLEXES OF PROTO-oCEANIC IN THE TRUKIC LANGUAGES OF MICRONESIA 2 79 

LEE , Kee-dong and Judith W .  WANG 

1983 Kosraean reflexes of  Proto-Oceanic phonemes . See pp . 40 3-442  in 
this  volume . 

LEVY , Richard 

19 79 Languages of the southeast Solomon Islands and the reconstruction o f  
Proto-Eastern-Oceanic .  In Paz Buenaventura Naylor,  e d  A ustronesian 
Studi es :  papers from the Second Eastern Conference on A ustronesian 
Languages , 2 1 3-2 2 5 .  Michigan Papers on South and Southeast Asi a ,  
No . 15 . Ann Arbor : Universi ty o f  Michigan . 

MARCK , Jeffrey C .  

19 77 

n . d .  

A preliminary manual of  nuclear Mi cronesian sound correspondences . 
Paper presented to the Austronesian Symposium,  Linguistic Institute 
o f  the Lingui stic Society o f  America, University o f  Hawaii ,  Summer 
19 7 7 .  

Thoughts on Proto-Truki c .  MS .  
ODA, Sachiko 

1977 The syntax o f  Pulo Annian : a nuclear Mi cronesian language . 
Doctoral dissertation , University o f  Hawaii ,  Honolulu.  

PAWLEY , Andrew K .  

1972 

19 77 

1979a 

19 79b 

n . d .  

On the internal relationships o f  Eastern Oceanic languages . In R . C .  
Green and M .  Kelly , eds Readings i n  Oceanic cul t ure history , vol . 3 :  
1-142 . Pacific Anthropological Records 13 . Honolulu : Bernice 
Pauahi Bishop Museum. 

On redefining ' Eastern Oceanic ' .  MS .  
Proto-Oceani c  terms for peopl e :  a problem in semantic reconstruction . 
MS .  
New evi dence on the posi tion of Rot uman . Working Papers in Anthro­
pology , Archaeology , Linguistics , Maori Studies No . s6 .  Department 
of Anthropology , University of Auckland.  

A Proto-Oceanic grammar . MS .  
QUACKENBUSH , Edward M.  

196 8 From Sonsorol to Truk : a dialect chain . Doctoral dissertation , 
Universi ty of  Michigan , Ann Arbor .  { University Microfilms , 69-2 37s . }  

REHG,  Kenneth L .  

19 83 The origins of ' Compensatory lengthening ' rules in Mi cronesian 
languages . {Paper presented at the Lingui stic Soci ety o f  Hawaii 
Diachronic  Linguistics Festival , November 19 79 . }  See pp . s 3-s9 
this  volume . 

ROSS , Malcolm 

19 77 Relationships of the Austronesian languages of the Sepik and western 
Madang coast of New Guinea.  Mimeo . 



2 80 FREDERICK H .  JACKSON 

SOHN , Ho-min 

19 75 Wol eaian reference grammar .  Honolulu : Universi ty Press of Hawaii . 

SOHN , Ho-min and Byron W .  BENDER 

1973 A Ul i thian gramma r .  Paci fi c Linguisti cs ,  C- 2 7 .  

SOHN , Ho-min , and Anthony F.  TAWERILMANG 

Wol eaian-English dictionary . Honolulu:  Universi ty Press o f  Hawaii .  

SOHN , Ho-min,  Anthony TAWERILMANG, Isaac LANGAL, and Celestine YANGILMAU 

19 7 7  Consonant shifts and subgrouping i n  the Sonsorol-Ulithi-woleai chai n .  
Langua ge Sciences 44 : 19-2 4 .  

SUGITA, Hiroshi 

in prep- Trukese reference grammar.  
aration 

TRYON , Darrell T .  

1976 New Hebrides languages : an in ternal classi fi ca tion .  Paci fi c 
Lingui s tics C-50 . 

Jackson, F.H. "Reflexes of Proto-Oceanic in the Trukic languages of Micronesia". In Bender, B.W. editor, Studies in Micronesian linguistics. 
C-80:259-280. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1984.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C80.259 
©1984 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	Frederick H. JACKSON�259
	13. Reflexes of Proto-Oceanic in the Trukic languages of Micronesia.

