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INTRODUCTION
The policies of Emperor Huan

nasty 4, ,V
.. D. and died in 'll

came to the 
167 at the age of

Emperor Huan of the Han dynasty y 
throne as a child in l46 A, 
thirty-five. For the first part of his reign the government 
was entirely controlled by his relatives by marriage, notably 
the General-in-Chief Liang Chi , but in 159 Emperor
Huan staged a successful coicp d'etat and took power into 
his own hands. For the rest of his reign he exercised 
personal authority over the empire.

In his victory over the Liang family, the emperor 
had received essential support from the leading eunuchs 
of his harem and comparatively little assistance from the 
officials and gentry of the court and the provinces. As a 
result, he tended to favour the eunuchs and their families 
and dependants, while the policies of his government caused 
unrest throughout the empire. Officials, gentry and 
scholars, always claiming the best principles of Confucian 
morality, presented a constant stream of protests and 
memorials of complaint against the pretensions and powers 
of the eunuchs and their relatives. By the end of the 
reign of Emperor Huan, the leaders of this opposition 
included some of the highest officials in the administration 
and they had the vociferous support of students at the 
Imperial University and junior officials in local government. 
In the Faction Incident of 167 numbers of these men were 
arrested and imprisoned, and although they were released 
later in the year the conflict continued and intensified in



the reign of Huan’s successor, Emperor Ling'd^ .
In l66 the scholar Hsiang K'ai^. jf)̂  presented two 

memorials of criticism to the throne. Though he held no 
official position, Hsiang K ’ai was sympathetic to the cause 
of the opponents to the eunuchs, and in a series of 
arguments relying heavily upon astrology and other signs 
of warning he urged the emperor to change his policies and 
reform his government.

In two articles elsewhere I have discussed the 
politics of the court of Emperor Huan and the Great 
Proscription of scholars and officials, the tang-ku%which was a major factor in the disintegration of the 
government of Later Han.'*' The present work offers, as 
illustration of the theories and political use of omens 
and portents at this time, a translation of the biography 
of Hsiang K ’ai from Hou Han shu. In order to appreciate 
the significance of Hsiang K ’ai’s writings, however, it 
is necessary to add some preliminary notes on the political 
circumstances and on the philosophical background of his 
arguments.

The politics of 166 A.D.

Hsiang K ’ai was a man from P'ing-yüan ^  commandery, 
in the southeast of the Yellow Plain, tne region of 
present-day Shantung province. Though he has been 
regarded by historians as a spokesman for the opposition 
party of officials, gentry and scholars, he never held 
political office, and he took no active part in anti­
eunuch activities in his native territory. His 
journey to Lo-yang^^-^^ln 166 was one of the few occasions
2



t h a t  he v i s i t e d  th e  c a p i t a l :  th e r e  i s  no re c o rd  o f  h is  

a t te n d in g  th e  Im p e r ia l  U n iv e r s i ty ,  and he e s ta b l i s h e d  h i s  

r e p u ta t io n  e n t i r e l y  as a p r iv a t e  s c h o la r .

In  th e  summer o f  166 , how ever, when H siang Kfa i  

p re s e n te d  h is  m em o ria ls , th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een th e  eunuchs 

and t h e i r  opponents was coming to  a h ead . The im m ediate 

c r i s i s  concerned  th e  f a te  o f  s e v e ra l  s e n io r  o f f i c i a l s  o f  

th e  governm ent in  th e  p ro v in c e s ,  n o ta b ly  Ch’eng C h in ^ ^ V j^ ^  , 

th e  Grand A d m in is tra to r  o f  Nan-yang>̂ ^ / ^ ^  commandery, ana 

L iu  C h ih ^ jV " ^  (o r  1 ^ )  » th e  Grand A d m in is tra to r  o f  T ’a i -  

y ü a n > b o th  o f  whom had been condemned to  d ea th  fo r  

a t ta c k in g  eunuchs and t h e i r  c l i e n t s .

In  N an-yang, a m erchan t named Chang Fan 

who s u p p lie d  e a r r in g s  and o th e r  t r i n k e t s  fo r  th e  p a la c e  

t r a d e  and was a p ro te g e  o f  th e  eu nuchs, was l i v i n g  in
yy

th e  c i t y  o f  Wan , th e  c a p i t a l  o f  th e  commandery (now 

Nanyang in  Honan). He was a r ro g a n t and he o p p ressed  th e  

common p e o p le . On th e  u rg in g s  o f  two su b o rd in a te  o f f i c i a l s ,  

T s ’en Chih ) J ^ a n d  Chang Mu Chfeng Chin

a r r e s t e d  Chang Fan. By th e  te rm s o f  an im p e r ia l  am nesty , 

i t  was o rd e re d  t h a t  Chang Fan sh o u ld  be r e le a s e d ,  b u t C h 'eng  

Chin had him e x e c u te d ; he a ls o  k i l l e d  more th a n  two hundred  

o f  Chang F an ’s clansm en and r e t a i n e r s .  In  T 'a i -y ü a n ,  a 

eunuch o f  th e  im p e r ia l  h o u se h o ld , Chao Chin-jj'H , was

accused  o f  m aking t r o u b le  and ca u s in g  d is o rd e r  i n l h i s  n a t iv e  

p r e f e c tu r e  o f  C h in - y a n g ^ ^  (a l so th e  c a p i t a l  o f  th e

commandery, now T aiyuan in  S h e n s i) .  L iu  Chih s e n t a ju n io r  

o f f i c i a l  named Wang Yun ^  ^ to  a r r e s t  h im , and though

a n o th e r  am nesty was is s u e d  to  pardon Chao Chin he to o  was

3



p u t to  d e a th .

These in c id e n ts  p ro v id e  ev id en ce  o f  th e  te n s io n  and 

grow ing v io le n c e  in  th e  em pire a t  t h i s  t im e , and th e y  were 

n o t u n iq u e . W hile C h 'eng Chin and L iu  Chih were under

se n te n c e  o f  d e a th , two o th e r  o f f i c i a l s ,  Chai Ch'ao
Ith e  Grand A d m in is tra to r  o f  Shan-yang ran  » 811(1 Huang Fu

in d e r

5 ^ * ’ th e  C h a n c e llo r  o f  T ung-hai ^  '/.*&  4 were a ls o  
d ism isse d  and im p riso n ed . Chai Ch’ao had  p e rm itte d  one o f  

h is  ju n io r  o f f i c e r s ,  Chang C h ien > ^k £ ^ j^  , to  d e s tro y  th e  

b u i ld in g s  and p a rk la n d s  t h a t  th e  eunuch Hou L

d e s tro y

had

e x p ro p r ia te d  from th e  l o c a l  p e o p le . Huang Fu had a r r e s t e d ,

t o r t u r e d  and e x e c u te d  th e  P r e f e c t  o f  H s ia -p ’i-"'|C/̂ v# » Hsü

Hsüan ^  , who was a nephew o f  th e  eunuch Hsd Huang

• ^ 7  , b u t who had  governed  h is  t e r r i t o r y  w ith  th e  u tm ost

f e r o c i ty  and i n j u s t i c e .  The two g rand  a d m in is tr a to r s  s e n t

r e p o r ts  to  e x p la in  t h e i r  a c t io n s ,  b u t  th e  eunuchs p re s e n te d

t h e i r  own v e rs io n  o f  e v e n ts ,  and Chai Ch’ao and Huang Fu
3were se n te n c e d  to  c o n v ic t s e r v ic e .

I t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  th e  em peror and h i s  a d v is e r s  

re g a rd e d  th e  crim es o f  Ch’eng Chin and L iu  Chih as th e  

m ost s e r io u s ,  fo r  b o th  o f f i c i a l s  had  c a r r i e d  ou t e x e c u tio n s  

in  d e f ia n c e  o f  an im p e r ia l  am nesty , b u t a l l  th o se  in v o lv e d  

in  th e s e  a t ta c k s  on eunuchs and t h e i r  p ro te g e s  were adm ired  

as h e ro e s  by th e  lo c a l  g e n try . Though th e  ju n io r  o f f i c i a l s  

escap ed  s e r io u s  p u n ishm en t, th e y  w ere c e le b ra te d  th ro u g h o u t 

th e  e m p ire , and Chang Chien l a t e r  became a le a d e r  o f  th e  

o p p o s itio n  movement among th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  Im p e r ia l  

U n iv e r s i ty .  In  th e  m eantim e, le a d in g  o f f i c i a l s  p re s e n te d  

a s e r i e s  o f  m em orials a sk in g  fo r  pardon  fo r  th e  im p riso n ed

h



a d m in is t r a to r s :  th e y  were n o t s u c c e s s f u l ,  and a t  th e  end o f  

l6 6  b o th  C h 'eng Chin and L iu  Chih were e x ec u ted .

In  th e  summer o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  how ever, w h ile  th e  cases  

were s t i l l  s u b je c t  to  c o n s id e ra b le  d eb a te  and p r o t e s t ,  i t  

seemed p o s s ib le  t h a t  Emperor Huan m igh t have second  th o u g h ts  

about h is  p o l i c i e s .  The argum ents t h a t  H siang K 'a i  p re s e n te d  

w ere d es ig n ed  to  ap p ea l b o th  to  h is  sen se  o f  j u s t i c e  and to  

h is  r e s p e c t  fo r  th e  s u p e r n a tu r a l .  C e r ta in ly ,  though th e  

em peror d id  n o t a c c e p t h i s  s t r i c t u r e s ,  H siang K 'a i  f a re d  

b e t t e r  th a n  some o th e r  c r i t i c s  o f  th e  tim e . S e v e ra l o f  th e  

p o in ts  t h a t  he r a i s e d ,  such as th e  number o f  women in  th e  

im p e r ia l  harem and th e  e m p e ro r 's  f a i l u r e  to  produce an h e i r  

to  th e  th r o n e ,  were b lu n t  and d is c o u r te o u s ,  and th e  o f f i c i a l s  

who in v e s t ig a te d  h i s  case  u rg ed  t h a t  he sh o u ld  be e x e c u te d . 

Emperor Huan, how ever, im p ressed  by h i s  use o f  omens and 

s ig n s ,  red u ced  h i s  se n te n c e  to  a s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  c o n v ic t 

la b o u r .  In  due c o u rs e , H siang K 'a i  r e tu rn e d  home. He was 

r e s p e c te d  fo r  h is  l e a r n in g  in  many re g io n s  o f  th e  em p ire , 

and he was i n v i t e d  to  c o u r t  d u rin g  th e  r e ig n  o f  Emperor 

L in g , b u t he p la y e d  no f u r th e r  p a r t  in  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  

h is  day.

The teachings of Hsiang K'ai

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  re c o g n ise  a lo o se  th r e a d  o f  d is c u s s io n  

l in k in g  th e  p o in ts  o f  H siang  K 'a i 's  two m em oria ls; t h i s  i s  

h is  c o n s ta n t  concern  to  overawe th e  em peror w ith  w arn ings 

o f  m is fo r tu n e  and d i s a s t e r  b ro u g h t on by bad governm ent, 

and to  encourage him to  re fo rm  h is  p e rs o n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

co n d u c t. The to p ic s  t h a t  he r a i s e s  may b e s t  be s e t  o u t in

5



tabular form:
Memorial No. I

(i) introduction on the significance of heavenly portents, 
and ominous signs in the stars;

(ii) omens of extreme cold in the last winter, of strange 
lights in the night sky which frightened people, and 
of excessive frosts, hail and rain;

(iii) the significance of these omens as signs of cruel 
punishments and warnings to the ruler that he may 
have no descendants; the specific case of Liu Chih 
and Ch'eng Chin, references to other political 
executions earlier in the reign, and a general 
accusation that the whole imperial government is 
callous and careless in the administration of the 
death penalty;

(iv) criticism of the size of the imperial harem; the 
failure of Emperor Huan to produce an heir as 
further proof of his weakness in virtue;

(v) warnings to the emperor based upon the appearance 
of a dead dragon and the fall of meteorites;

(vi) the exceptional phenomenon of the Yellow River
running clear: in times of bad government such as 
this, the omen serves only to intensify the other 
warnings;

(vii) the collapse of the gates of the Imperial University, 
a sign that good teaching and the influences of 
civilisation are in serious decline;

(viii) encouragement to the emperor that he should study 
and follow the teachings of the T'ai-p'ing ohing

6



from th e  sc h o o l o f  th e  m a ste r  Kan Chi o f  Lang-yeh. 

Memorial No. 2
( ix )  th e  wayward p a th  o f  Venus and th e  f a i l u r e  o f  Mars

to  ap p ea r on t im e , a w arn ing  to  th e  em peror t h a t  he 

sh o u ld  f re e  L iu  Chih and Ch’eng Chin and make 

recom pense to  o th e r  s c h o la r s  who opposed th e  eunuchs;

(x) e c l ip s e s  and o th e r  s ig n s :  th e  m is fo r tu n e  t h a t  comes 

from f a i l u r e  to  p r o f i t  by th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  

T 'a i-p  'in g  ohing;
( x i )  th e  e v i l  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  eu n u ch s, who sh o u ld  n o t

h o ld  h ig h  rank  in  th e  governm ent; th e  f a c t  o f  t h e i r  

em a sc u la tio n  may p re v e n t th e  em peror from s i r i n g  so n s;

( x i i )  th e  em p ero r’s s a c r i f i c e s  to  Huang-Lao and th e  Buddha; 

what i s  th e  p o in t  o f  w o rsh ip p in g  th e se  d e i t i e s  i f  he 

canno t fo llo w  t h e i r  te a c h in g s  o f  a sc e tic ism ?

I t  i s  very  p o s s i b le ,  o f  c o u rse , t h a t  th e  Hou Han shu  o f  

Fan Yeh has a b r id g e d  H siang  K’a i ’s m em orials to  some sm all 

degree ( s e e ,  fo r  exam ple, th e  commentary o f  L iu  Chao t o  HHS 
103 (ahih  1 3 ) , 1 2 a , co n ce rn in g  h i s  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  c o lla p s e  

o f  th e  main g a te  o f  th e  Im p e r ia l U n iv e r s i t y ) , b u t th e re  i s  no 

q u e s tio n  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t e x t  p r e s e n ts  a f a i r  p ic tu r e  o f  h is  

p h ilo s o p h ic  i n t e r e s t s .  Like o th e r  c r i t i c s  o f  th e  c o u r t ,  he 

r e l i e d  c h ie f ly  on th e  d o c tr in e s  and t e x t s  o f  C onfucian ism , 

b u t he was a ls o  s tro n g ly  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  e c le c t ic i s m  o f  h is  

day. The r e fe re n c e  t o  Buddhism in  s e c t io n  ( x i i )  has been 

n o te d  by P. P e l l i o t  and E. Z ürcher as ev id en ce  fo r  th e  e a r ly  

h i s to r y  o f  th a t  r e l i g io n  in  C hina,^  and H siang K 'a i  was a ls o  

an e n e r g e t ic  advoca te  o f  th e  n e o -T a o is t  s c h o la r  Kan Chi from 

th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  commandery o f  Lang-yeh. The T ' a i-p  'in g  ohing

7



had been r e j e c t e d  by o rthodox  s c h o la r s  as a  h e r e t i c a l  w ork, 

b u t th e  l i n e  o f  d em arca tion  betw een approved  and u n acc ep tab le  

th e o r ie s  o f  th e  s u p e rn a tu r a l  was n o t alw ays easy  to  draw.

The D isc u ss io n s  o f  th e  W hite T ig e r  H a ll in  th e  f i r s t  c e n tu ry

A . D. show th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  co sm o lo g ica l and s u p e rn a tu ra l

s p e c u la t io n  in  th e  New T ext S chool o f  L a te r  Han C onfucian ism ,

and th e  r e c e n t  work o f  Jack  D u ll has d em o n stra ted  th e  i n t e r e s t

th a t  s c h o la r s  o f  th e  Old T ext S chool w ere d ev e lo p in g  in  th e
7

te a c h in g s  o f  Taoism . D uring Former Han, i t  was re g a rd e d  as 

a x io m a tic  by p o l i t i c a l  p h ilo so p h e rs  t h a t  th e  s ig n s  o f  

a s tro lo g y  cou ld  a c t as w arn ings and g u id es  to  th e  government 

o f  th e  e m p ire , w h ile  o th e r  phenom ena, f lo o d s ,  d ro u g h ts , and 

d ir e  and u n u su a l happen ings had com parable s ig n i f i c a n c e .  By 

th e  tim e o f  Emperor Huan, th ro u g h  th e  re s e a rc h e s  o f  such 

s c h o la r s  as Keng S hou-ch f ang ^  o f  f i r s t  c e n tu ry

B . C ., and Fu , Li F a n > j^ - ^ j^  811(1 Heng

o f  th e  f i r s t  and second  c e n tu r ie s  A . D . , Chinese s c h o la r s

had g a in e d  an e f f e c t iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  such q u e s tio n s  as

th e  cau ses  o f  e c l ip s e s  and a c c u ra te  c a lc u la t io n s  o f  th e0
p a th s  o f  th e  v i s i b l e  p la n e t s .  At th e  same tim e , how ever,

a lm ost r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e s e  s c i e n t i f i c  developm en ts, th e

e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l i e f  in  s u p e rn a tu r a l  w arn ings c o n tin u e d , and

even th e  r a t i o n a l i s t  p h ilo so p h e r  Wang Ch’ung v was
Q

n o t immune from such in f lu e n c e .  R e g a rd le ss  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  

in  th e  h e te ro d o x  work o f  th e  T 'a i-p  'in g  ahing  and th e  a l ie n  

te a c h in g s  o f  th e  B u d d h is ts , H siang K’a i  was u s in g  omens and 

p o r te n t s  in  a fa sh io n  w e ll  a c c e p te d  by th e  main s tream  o f  

C onfucian p h ilo so p h y  o f  h i s  tim e .

8



The significance of portents in the reign of Emperor Huan

In their two important articles, ’An Interpretation of the 
Portents in the Ts’ien-Han-shu’ and ’The Political Function 
of Astronomy and Astronomers in Han China’, Hans Bielenstein 
and Wolfram Eberhard have demonstrated how memorialising of 
portents to the throne was an important means of indirect 
criticism against imperial policy.10 The phenomena that 
could "be taken as ominous ranged from the occurrence of 
eclipses and the movements of planets to the appearance of 
excessive or unseasonal weather, plagues among men or 
diseases among crops, and such various unlikely events as 
the appearance of a dragon or a change in colour of the 
Yellow River. In some cases, one may suspect that the 
hand of man rather than that of nature has been involved.
On other occasions, even the memorialist is uncertain 
whether the incident has actually occurred. Whatever the 
truth, false belief and unexplained panic among the people 
can yet be grist to a diviner’s mill. The two essential 
requirements were first that some disturbance of nature 
should appear to have taken place, and second that this 
event should be reported in suitable terms to the emperor.

There are three sections in Hou Han shu that contain 
information on the portents memorialised to the throne 
during the reign of Emperor Huan: the Treatise of Astronomy 
{t Hen-wen-chih ^ t h e ^ T r e a t i s e  of the Five
Elements (wu-hsing chih ^  and the Imperial
Annals (ti-chi £  £3).11 The treatises were formerly 
part of the Hsü Han shu of Ssu-ma Piao of the third century 
A.D. and they were incorporated into the standard history

9



during T ’ang and Sung times, "but though the annals were 
compiled from court diaries, and the treatises from other 
archives, the annals mention all but a very few of the 
incidents reported in the Treatise of the Five Elements.
The annals do not normally refer to the movement of planets, 
which is the major concern of the Treatise of Astronomy, 
but they do chronicle such heavenly signs as comets and 
eclipses, and for those topics they have in common they are 
consistent with the treatises. The one remarkable difference 
is that, while all the portents recorded in the treatises 
are interpreted as inauspicious signs of warning or 
disaster, there are a number of references in the annals to 
omens of good fortune.

Clearly, the favourable signs were reported by those 
who approved of the government of the day, and they do not 
represent the same body of opinion as those who memorialised 
on the warnings of heaven and nature. Compared with the 
portents in the treatises, the favourable signs in the 
annals are few and far between, but there were, for example, 
reports of yellow dragons in 1̂ +7> 152, 165 and 167, and 
there was a white deer in 153 and a white bird in 155.
During the time that Emperor Huan was in power, after his 
destruction of Liang Chi in 159> he could claim that favour 
had been shown not only by the appearance of the yellow 
dragons, but also by a fall of sweet dew (or manna) in l60 
(presumably to honour his accession of power); in 167 the 
annals recorded sweet dew, a yellow dragon and a white 
pheasant. Considering the number of unfavourable portents 
that had been memorialised against it at that time, and the

10



political crisis of the Faction Incident in 167, one can
imagine that the government felt the need for some signs

13of heavenly favour.
Indeed, we may take it as axiomatic that the portents

recorded in the histories do not reflect the disorders of
nature so well as they do the discontents and politicallUdisagreements of man. In a sense, the numbers of portents 
memorialised each year provide a graph of the popularity of 
the imperial government among the officials and scholars who 
controlled the responsible bureaus, and who generally 
reflected the political opinions and prejudices of their 
colleagues. For this reason, in Figure 1 at the end of this 
Introduction, I present a graph to compare the numbers of 
portents recorded in each year of the reign of Emperor Huan. 
The graph distinguishes between favourable and unfavourable 
portents, and within the unfavourable portents there is 
indication of whether the omens took the form of eclipses 
of the sun, general astronomical phenomena as recorded in 
the Treatise of Astronomy, general natural and supernatural 
phenomena as recorded in the Treatise of the Five Elements, 
or the special category of fires in the imperial palace and 
among the tombs of the imperial ancestors.

I have distinguished eclipses from the other phenomena 
on the grounds that of all the portents recorded they are the 
major ones that are susceptible of specific checking.1  ̂
Although it is possible to trace the movements of the planets, 
and to check whether Chinese records of their observation 
agree with modern calculations, it must be borne in mind 
that all the five observable planets were visible to early

11



Chinese astronomers for the most part of every year, and it 
was therefore possible for any memorialist to choose which 
movements and positions would be reported as portents to the 
throne. In much the same fashion, there is no good way to 
determine the frequency of occurrence of such portentous 
events as earthquakes, floods and plague, and we must accept 
that the records of the Chinese officials in this field 
cannot be checked by any means now available. The 
memorialising and recording of general astronomical and 
natural or supernatural phenomena were governed primarily 
by the decisions of the officials concerned, subject only 
to the considerable penalties for forgery and fraud.

At the same time, within the graph, there is some 
reason to note the occurrence of reports of fires in 
imperial buildings. Often enough, these must have been 
accidental, but when great numbers are reported in a 
comparatively short space of time one may suspect that some 
were set deliberately in order to provide a portent; a fire 
that attacked the imperial palace or the tombs of the 
imperial ancestors would naturally appear as a sign of 
considerable importance to the dynasty.

The two most interesting observations that can be made 
on Figure 1 are first the general acceptance and approval 
of the Liang family during the later years of its period 
of dominance up to 159» and second the remarkable 
unpopularity of Emperor Huanfs government from l6l onwards. 
In the early years of the reign, there was a comparatively 
large number of portents, generally associated in some way 
with the usurpation of power by Liang Chi, his suspected

12



murder of the hoy Emperor ChihI* Huan's predecessor
and his execution of two leading officials who opposed his

„___, w __ ___ „____ ___ r acceptability,
and at the beginning of the Yen-hsi period, on the eve of
Liang Chi's overthrow, the omens provide small signs of16discontent or danger.

By definition, of course, the prognostication of an
omen that appears in the histories is composed with the
advantage of hindsight, and it is not always possible to tell
what significance was given to the portent at the time it
was first announced to the court. HHS 3̂  (lieh-ohuan 2U),
15b, the biography of Liang Chi, records that the Prefect
Grand Clerk Ch'en Shou^jP^ig* , encouraged by the eunuch
Hsü Huang, sent in a memorial to the court advising that the
eclipse of 13 July 158 should be regarded as a warning to
the General-in-Chief Liang Chi, not to the emperor. Liang
Chi, furious, had Ch'en Shou sent to prison and killed; a
move that would certainly serve to discourage any direct
criticism, whether associated with portents or not.
Naturally enough, however, in the present text of the
Treatise of the Five Elements, the eclipses of 157 and 158
are both related to the coup in the capital and the fall of 

17the Liang family. It is clear that the interpretation of 
any portent could vary from one authority to another, 
depending on the political situation of the time, the real 
events that had taken place and could be attributed to the 
portent in question, and the personal opinion of the

•j ^

prognosticator himself. Though the interpretations

Within a few
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recorded by the histories may be interesting and valuable in 
themselves, it is the numbers of portents in any one period 
that provide the most effective basis for comparison.

In this way, the first year or so after Emperor Huan's
seizure of power appears to have been a 'honeymoon1 period,
and it seems that at this stage the emperor's favouritism of
his eunuch attendants had not reached a point where it caused
major discontent at court or disturbance in the provinces.
In l6l, however, there is a remarkable increase, and no
other year of the reign had such a number of omens of
disaster. Many of the signs were interpreted as criticism
of the Empress nee Teng^f^ , who was generally regarded as

19 [a woman of poor family, but others were related specifically 
to the growing influence and power of the eunuchs and their 
dependants. In this and the following years, moreover, a 
number of the portents took the form of fires in the imperial 
palace or in the tomb buildings of the former emperors: as 
we have noted already, though some such outbreaks may have 
been accidental, it is possible to suspect that others 
could be set deliberately to provide a portent.

With a slight easing off in 163, the remaining years of 
Emperor Huan's reign continued to provide a high number of 
omens and warnings, so that when Hsiang K'ai presented his 
memorials in 166 he had a considerable number of officially 
recognised portents to use in support of his arguments. In 
many cases, Hsiang K'ai does agree with the observations and 
records of the treatises, and his interpretations are often 
used in the explanations the treatises provide. On occasion, 
however, he varies his approach: he does not, for example,

Ik



comment on the fires in the imperial palace, hut he does
make a special point of the retrograde motion of the planet
Jupiter, which is actually an annual event and should not

20he a source of surprise to any trained astronomer. The 
memorials, after all, were not designed primarily to instruct 
the emperor either in the natural sciences or in the art of 
fortune telling: they are essentially political polemics, 
intended to persuade him to a change in his policies of 
government, and Hsiang K ’ai used every line of attack that 
he could find to appeal to his audience.

There is, of course, a major contradiction in this 
situation. In order to judge what is abnormal, it is first 
necessary to define the normal; and so we find astronomers 
predicting with remarkable accuracy the timing of the 
planets and the details of a sophisticated calendar, then 
using their knowledge to devise omens that indicated the 
wrath of heaven. And at the same time, it is hard to tell 
who believed in these omens: we know that Emperor Huan was 
interested in the metaphysical teachings of his day; he 
patronised the worship of the mystical deity Huang-Lao 

yjp ̂  and he showed admiration for the scholarship of 
Hsiang K'ai, but that is no reason to suppose he was 
completely credulous. Very possibly, many of the portents 
of warning and the occasional omens of good fortune were 
used by both the emperor and his officials as a means of 
conducting debate at one remove and also of generating 
propaganda for their respective positions among a wider 
public opinion.

In the end, however, regardless of the science and
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cosmology lying behind them all, the purpose and function 
of omens and portents in Han China was political. The real 
danger to Emperor Huan came not from the portents themselves, 
hut from the number of them that were memorialised. The 
portents were an important sign that the officials of the 
empire were out of sympathy with the government, and the 
general good will of the officials, scholars and gentry was 
essential to the survival of the traditional Chinese state. 
Despite occasional edicts of self-searching and reform, the 
emperor made no real change in his policies, and he made no 
effort to re-establish contact with the men of position and 
good family. By rejecting the opinion of his officials and 
by ignoring their criticisms, Emperor Huan confirmed their 
lack of sympathy for his rule, and by this he brought his 
dynasty another stage closer to its final disaster.
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Chien-ho 1 (147)

2 (148)

3 (149)

Ho-p'ing 1 (150)
Yüan-chia 1 (151)
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3 (160)

4 (161)
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Yung-k'ang 1 (167)

GENERAL PORTENTS FROM 
THE TREATISE OF THE FIVE 
ELEMENTS

ASTRONOMICAL
PHENOMENA

FAVOURABLE OMENS 
(ON THE RIGHT HAND SIDE)

FIGURE 1: Portents recorded 147-167 A.D



Figure 1 presents a histogram to show the number of portents 
recorded for each year of the reign of Emperor Huan. The bars 
on the left indicate unfavourable portents recorded in the 
Treatise of Astronomy and the Treatise of the Five Elements; 
the bars on the right indicate favourable portents recorded 
in the imperial annals.

Some portents recorded in the history have not been 
included in the graph. These are items which cannot be 
precisely dated, as for example popular songs, which were 
recorded as ominous both at the beginning and the end of the 
reign of Emperor Huan (HHS 103 (ohih 13), lla-13a), fashions 
in clothing (HHS 103 {ohih 13), Vb-5a), and a reference to 
the arrogance of the Liang family in their riding through 
the capital (HHS 103 {ohih 13), 3a). Besides this, there 
are a few items in the annals which might be regarded as 
unfavourable portents (e.g. an avalanche in 155 {HHS 7, 7a)), 
bur which do not appear in the appropriate list in the 
treatises and are therefore not included; there are a 
negligible number of these. None of the omissions would 
appear to have significant effect on the pattern of the 
graph.

The Treatise of the Five Elements in HHS 108 {ohih 18), 
10b, refers also to two lunar eclipses in 157 and l65, which 
are said to have taken place at the wrong time (see also note 
15). It seems more appropriate that these items should be 
charted in the astronomy section of the graph, however, 
rather than in the general portents section.

For the thirteen years from Chien-ho 1 to Yen-hsi 2 there 
are fifty-seven unfavourable portents recorded, an average of
18



few er th a n  4 .5  p e r  y e a r .  For th e  e ig h t  y e a rs  from Y en-hsi 

2 to  Y ung-k 'ang  1 ,  th e  p e r io d  d u rin g  w hich Emperor Huan was 

e x e r c i s in g  p e rs o n a l governm ent, th e r e  a re  s ix ty  u n fav o u rab le  

p o r te n t s  re c o rd e d , an av erag e  o f  p e r  y e a r .  T h is may be 

com pared w ith  th e  c a lc u la t io n s  and c h a r ts  o f  B ie le n s te in ,  

'The P o r te n ts  o f  th e  T s 'ie n - H a n - s h u ', p . 133, and E b e rh a rd , 

'The P o l i t i c a l  F u n c tio n  o f  Astronomy and A stronom ers in  

Han C h in a ',  pp . 4 2 -3 ,  where i t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  th e  av erag e  

number o f  p o r te n ts  p e r  y e a r  in  Former Han was ap p ro x im ate ly  

tw o. See a ls o  B ie le n s te in ,  'The R e s to ra t io n  o f  th e  Han 

D y n a s ty ',  I I ,  pp . 157-62 , w here i t  may be o b serv ed  t h a t  

i n d i r e c t  c r i t i c i s m  by means o f  p o r te n t s  (o th e r  th a n  

e c l ip s e s )  reac h ed  a h ig h  o f  3 .1  p e r  y e a r  d u rin g  th e  r e ig n  

o f  th e  incom peten t and hom osexual Emperor A i, and t h a t  th e  

g r e a t e s t  number o f  p o r te n t s  m e m o ria lised  a g a in s t  th e  

u s u rp e r  Wang Mang in  any one y e a r  o f  h i s  r u le  was s ix .

From a g e n e ra l su rvey  o f  th e  t r e a t i s e s  o f  Hou Han shu, 
how ever, i t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  u n fav o u rab le  p o r te n t s  were 

r e p o r te d  v ery  much more f r e q u e n t ly  in  L a te r  Han th a n  in  

Former Han. O v e ra l l ,  by th e  m easurem ent o f  p o r t e n t s ,  

Emperor Huan was n o t  th e  m ost u n p o p u la r r u l e r  o f  L a te r  

Han: in  th e  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  r e ig n  o f  Emperor ksxjQ- , from 

107 to  125 , more th a n  130 omens a re  re c o rd e d , b e in g  an 

average  o f  more th a n  seven p e r  y e a r .  Many o f  th e s e  can 

be co n n ec ted  to  th e  d e v a s ta t in g  r e b e l l io n  o f  th e  C h 'ian g  

^ in  th e  n o rth w es t o f  C hina , w hich l a s t e d  from 107 to  

118, b u t two n o ta b le  p e a k s , in  116-17 and 12 4 -5 ,  were 

a s c r ib e d  to  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  r e g e n t  Empress-Dowager nee 

T eng/^“ftand  l a t e r  t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  am b itio n s  o f  th e

19



unpopular relatives of Emperor An's own Empress nee Yen
The reign of Emperor Shun v■/I-who succeeded An on the
throne, was marked by significantly fewer portents, save 
only for the year 138, when a large number of astronomical 
observations, many involving the planet Venus, were 
interpreted primarily as a sign of a eunuch's plot against 
the power of the Liang family (HES 101 (chih 11), lib).
For the most part, under the administration of Liang Chi, 
the earlier part of the reign of Emperor Huan followed the 
same pattern. It was only in the time of the emperor's 
personal government, with the alliance of his eunuchs, 
that the level of indirect criticism by portent rose to 
the peak of unpopularity.
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THE BIOGRAPHY OF HSIANG K'AI

HHS 30B (lieh-ohuan 20B), 15b-22a

Hsiang K*ai had the style Kung-chü. He was a man from
21T fo-yin in P'ing-yuan. He was a keen scholar, widely

read in the affairs of the past, and he was expert in the
crafts of astrology and of divination by Yin-yang.

In the time of Emperor Huan, the eunuchs dominated
the government of the court and punishments were harsh and
cruel. Moreover, the emperorfs sons had died one after 

22another, and there were great numbers of disasters and
portents. In the ninth year of Yen-hsi Cl66 A.D.i Hsiang
K'ai came as a private person to the palace and sent in a 

23memorial:
Your subject has heard that august heaven does not

speak, but rather uses signs and portents as the means of

instruction. Though Yao and Shun were sages, they still

ensured that there were calculations and delineations of

the sun, the moon, the stars, and the positions of the 
2h

zodiac, and they made careful note of the movements of the

five planets. It was for this reason that they were able

to maintain long life for a hundred years and set a model

for all future generations.

My humble observations have noted that in the fifth

month of last year Mars entered the T'ai-wei enclosure,
invading the imperial seat. It went out by the Main Gate,26
not following its proper path. In the intercalary 
Lseventhl month, on the day keng-ch’en., Venus entered the 
House constellation, invaded a small star of the Heart
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constellation, and shook the central major star.
This central star represents the king o f heaven, and

the small stars at the side are the sons o f the king o f
heaven. Again, the T fa i-w ei is  the heavenly court, the
seat o f the five emperors. According to divination, since
the 'punishing' stars o f Metal LVenusl and Fire CMarsl
both spread their light amongst them, th is indicates

28misfortune for the Son o f Heaven. When LVenusl also
entered the House and the Heart, this was a sign that there
w ill be no descendants and successors.

This year, Jupiter remained a long time in the T 'a i -w e i .

I t  actually travelled west to the LRightl Lateral Gate and
29then went back to cut between the Law Keeper stars.

Jupiter represents the essence o f Wood, which loves life
and hates death. So when i t  delays and does not leave,
this indicates that the virtue o f humanity is  not cultivated,
and that the executions and punishments are too severe.

In the twelfth month of the year before last LYen-hsi 71,
Mars and Jupiter both entered the Chariot constellation, and
they retrograded for more than forty days. I t  was under
these circumstances that the Empress nee Teng was executed.

During that winter i t  was extremely cold, k illin g  birds
and beasts, harming fish  and torto ises. On some o f the
bamboo and cypress trees by the city walls the leaves were
withered and dry. On this point, I  have heard from my
teachers that 'When the cypress is  withered and the bamboo
is  dry, then in less than three years the Son o f Heaven w ill

31suffer the same fa te '.
Recently in the city  o f Lo-yang there have been people

27
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calling out at night3 without any reason, but claiming 
that there is the light from a fire. In divination, 
clamour among the people comes in the same category as32
the dry bamboo and cypress.

Since spring and summer, there have been repeated

frosts and hail, and also heavy rains and thunderstorms.

This is caused by subjects who flaunt their personal

power and prosperity, and by punishments that are
33excessively cruel.

Liu Chih, Grand Administrator of T'ai-yüan, and

Ch'eng Chin, Grand Administrator of Nan-yang, are men

with ambitions to eliminate evil and wickedness. The

executions they carried out fulfilled the hopes of the

people. Yet your majesty has given ear to slanders

from your castrate minions, and in this way, without

paying close attention to the matter, you have ordered

that they should be interrogated and put in prison. ̂

The three ducal ministers have sent in letters begging

that you show pity on Liu Chih and his fellows, but no

further investigation has been made and the dukes
35themselves have been severely reprimanded. So ministers 

concerned for their country will now be reluctant to open 
their mouths.

I have heard it said that if innocent people are killed 
and worthy men are punished, misfortune will extend to three 
generations Cof those who are responsible for such injusticeH. 
Since the beginning of your majesty 's reign, there have been 
continual executions. The Liang, K'ou, Sun and Teng 
families have all been destroyed, while great numbers of
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their associates, far too many o f them, shared in their 
fa ll . Li Yun sent in a memorial o f the type no wise 
ruler can ignore; Tu Chung asked for death with a sincerity  
that should have affected a ll your court. Yet for neither 
was there pardon or compassion, and both o f them were 
slain. Every man in the empire recognised the in justice. 
Since the time that Han arose there has never been a period 
like the present for rejecting good advice, executing 
worthy men, and using the law with such excessive severity!

According to the old statutes o f the Yung-p'ing period, 
anyone liable to a heavy sentence should be kept in ja i l  
until the winter, and prior consent must be obtained before 
the punishment is  carried out. This showed that men 's lives 
were regarded as important. For the la st th irty years and 
more, however, the o ffic ia ls  o f provinces and commanderies 
have become lax. They regard this custom as something 
unimportant. They try not to bother themselves with 
appeals on doubtful points Cto the Commandant o f Justice 
at the capital1. They even claim that they are unwell, and 
cannot take the trip . As a result, great numbers o f people 
die in prison. When local o ffic ia ls  decide on their own 
in itia tive  whether a man shall be executed, many o f the 
people who die are innocent. ^  Their ghosts and sp ir its  
gather with a sense o f in justice, but they have nowhere else 
to vent their grievances and so the bitterness o f their wrongs 
brings sickness and pestilence Lto the whole country'].

In former times, King Wen had only one wife, but she 
bore him ten sons. Your palace women are numbered in the 
thousands, but I  have not yet heard that any o f them are
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pregnant. You should c u ltiva te  v ir tue  and reduce
punishments, and then you may obtain the f u l l  b lessings o f  

Ulthe Chung-ssu Ode.
Again, on the th ir teen th  day o f  the s ix th  month o f  the

seventh year Zof Yen-hsil there was a dragon several hundred
42f e e t  long lying dead on Yeh-wang Mountain in Ho-nei.

F alling stars and stones came down in  ZYu-1 fu -feng , with a
43sound tha t could be heard in  three commanderies. Now in  

form and appearance, dragons are not always the same. Some 
are large and some are small. The Book o f  Changes o f  the 
Chou compared them to the Son o f  Heaven, and emperors and

44kings have taken the dragon as th e ir  auspices and insignia . 
Some people heard the reports o f  the dead dragon in Ho-nei, 
but out o f  respect fo r  the supernatural being they preferred  
to describe the creature as a snake. Yet a dragon can change 
i t s  form, and even a snake has sp ir itu a l q u a litie s . Neither 
o f  them should be dead. In former tim es, when the empire o f  
Ch'in was approaching i t s  end, the S p ir i t  o f  Hua Mountain held  
a cade p i ring and gave i t  to Cheng K 'e, informing him that 
1In th is  year the ancestral dragon w ill  d ie 1. The F irs t

45Emperor f le d  from th is  warning, but he died a t Sha-ch’iu .
In the time o f  Wang Mang, in  the second year o f  T 'ien -feng , 
there was a fa lse  rumour about the miraculous appearance o f  
a dead dragon in the Huang-shan Falace. Later the Han 
destroyed Wang Mang, and Emperor Kuang-wu restored the 
dynasty: so even a fa lse  rumour had e f f e c t .  How much more 
wi l l  th is  apply i f  the report Zof the dead dragon a t Yeh-wangl 
is  true

Now the stars and conste lla tions are the adornments o f
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heaven3 in the same way that the myriad kingdoms are in

attendance on the true king. When those in lower

positions are planning to rebel against the authority

above them3 it is then that the stars turn against

heaven Land fall awayl. Stones are things that should

remain at rest; when they fall it is a sign of loss.

In the time of the Ch’un-ch'iUj five stones fell upon
w

Sung 3 and later Duke Hsiang was captured by Ch’u.

At the time of the destruction of Ch'in3 a stone fell

in Tung commandery. And now there have been things

falling on Fu-feng, very close to the tomb parks of the 
1+9

former emperors. Either the emperor will die3 or there

will surely be a rebellion.

How it is my observation that3 since the time of

the Ch'un-ch*iu, and in all the reigns of emperors and
kings in the past3 there has been no occasion that the

Yellow River has run clear3 nor have the gates of the

university ever collapsed of their own accord. In my

opinion3 the Yellow River holds the position of the

feudal lords. Clearness is an attribute of yang and
muddiness is an attribute of yin. When the river that

should be muddy has instead turned clear3 that is a sign

that the yin wishes to become yang and that the feudal
50lords wish to become emperor.

The university is the palace of teaching and of 
civilising influence for the Son of Heaven. When its gates 
collapse of their own accord and without any reason3 this 
is a sign that the forces of civilisation are nearing 
disaster3 while teaching and influence are being destroyed.



The Yi-chuan o f Ching Fang says: 'When the Yellow River
52runs c lear, the empire w il l  have peace'. But now heaven 

i s  displaying strange porten ts, earth sp its  forth  uncanny 
creations, and men have pestilen ce  and disease. With these 
three situ a tion s a l l  together, even i f  we s t i l l  have the 
Yellow River running clear, i t  i s  like the time that a 
unicorn appeared in the C h'un-ch'iu period when i t  should 
not have done so and Confucius recorded i t  as something 
extraordinary. ^

Some time ago, I  presented the throne with the sacred
w ritings o f Kan Chi, which had been passed on to me by Kung
Ch'ung o f  Lang-yeh, but they did not accord with the emperor's 

55opinions. I  have heard that i t  i s  the duty o f the cuckoo to 
cry in the f i r s t  month o f summer, and the crickets must sound a t 
the beginning o f autumn. ^  Just as small things like these 
can maintain th e ir  du ties, so even the humblest o f  men may 
o ffer  words o f loya lty . Though I  m yself am the lea s t o f  
your subjects, y e t I  do wish that you may grant me some o f  
your leisure time in order that I  may explain my arguments to 
you in fu lle r  d e ta il.

The document was sent in ,  but nothing was done about i t .
Some ten days la t e r ,  he sen t in  another memorial:

I t  i s  my humble observation that Venus has been moving
northwards for several days, and has now reappeared to the 

57east. This i s  a sign that there w ill  be heavy figh ting, 
that China is  weak and the barbarians are strong. I  have 
also calculated that Mars should now be making i t s  appearance,

t -o
but i s  instead remaining hidden. There must be some secret 
p lo t. And a l l  th is i s  because there i s  so much in ju stice  in
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the a d m in is tra t io n  o f  the law and lo y a l m in is te rs  have been 

k i l l e d  and d isg ra ced . I t  i s  f o r  th is  same reason th a t  the  

V irtuous  S ta r  I J u p i t e r l  remained so long near the Law 

Keeper s ta rs .  Your m ajesty shou ld  recogn ise  the advice  o f  

heaven and shou ld  make p ro p e r exam ina tion  o f  those who are 

w ro n g fu lly  im prisoned . You shou ld  abrogate the punishments 

o f  L iu  Chih and Ch'eng Chin, and you shou ld  g ive  s p e c ia l 

appoin tm ent to  the sons and descendants o f  L i Ym and Tu
6oChung in  posthumous re c o g n it io n  l o f  t h e i r  r e a l lo y a l t y l .

Now i f  the Son o f  Heaven t re a ts  heaven w ith o u t f i l i a l  

re s p e c t, then the sun w i l l  be e c lip s e d  and the s ta rs  w i l l  

be in  c o n f l i c t .  One ye a r a f t e r  ano the r, the sun has been 

e c lip s e d  on the f i r s t  day o f  the f i r s t  month, the sun, moon 

and s ta rs  have lo s t  t h e i r  b r ig h tn e s s , and the f iv e  p la n e ts  

have s tra y e d  from  t h e i r  p ro p e r pa ths . That sacred book 

which was p resen ted  by Rung Ch'ung bases i t s  teach ing  on 

re sp e c t f o r  heaven and e a r th  and on obedience to  the f iv e  

elem ents, and i t  a ls o  dea ls w ith  the techniques re q u ire d  

f o r  b r in g in g  the s ta te  to  f lo u r is h  and f o r  h e lp in g  m a in ta in  

a p l e n t i f u l  success ion . The w r i t in g  is  easy to  understand, 

and i t  f u l l y  accords w ith  the c la s s ic s .  Yet Emperor Shun 

d id  n o t p u t th is  in to  p ra c t ic e ,  so h is  successors d id  n o t  

f lo u r is h :  Hsiao-chung and H s ia o -c h ih , one a f te r  the o th e r ,

had t h e i r  tim e o f  p ro s p e r ity  c u t s h o rt.

And I  have made ano the r o b s e rv a tio n : i f  the people  o r  

the th in g s  th a t  a r u le r  loves do n o t accord w ith  the tru e  Way, 

then the s p i r i t s  w i l l  b r in g  t ro u b le .  In  th is  way, when the  

Chou dynasty was in  d e c lin e , and the fe u d a l lo rd s  used 

t h e i r  s tre n g th  a g a in s t each o th e r , th a t  was the tim e when
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men such as Hsia Yü3 Shen Hsiu3 INan-kungl Wan o f  Sung3
O

P'eng Sheng and Jen Pi were a live . When King Chou o f  the
Yin dynasty was fond o f  women3 tha t was the time Ta-chi 

6happeared. When the Duke o f  She loved dragons3 a real
65dragon came to his court. The o f f ic ia ls  o f  the Yellow

Gates and the Regular Attendants are creatures who have
66been punished by heaven3 but your majesty loves them and

accepts them3 and you constantly pour favours upon them.
I f  you have s t i l l  fa ile d  to obtain an h e ir3 are you sure
th is  has nothing to do with i t

In the o f f ic ia l  system o f  heaven3 the eunuch sta rs are
found not in  the Purple Palace but in  the Heavenly Market:
i t  i s  clear that th e ir  duties should be concerned with

68markets and s tr e e ts . But now instead they occupy the
69p o sitio n  o f  a c h ie f  m in ister3 quite contrary to the

advice o f  heaven.
Again3 I  have heard that sa c r ific e s  have been

TOin s t i tu te d  in  the palace to Huang-Lao and to the Buddha. 
Their teachings are those o f  pu rity  and emptiness3 with 
p a rticu la r  emphasis on wu-wei non-action. They love l i f e  
and hate k i l l in g 3 they elim inate desires and they re je c t  
osten ta tion . Your majesty has not re jec ted  lu s t  and desire3 
and you apply the punishment o f  death fa r  more than there 
is  need. I f  you disobey th e ir  doctrines in  such a fashion3 
how do you expect to gain b lessings from them?

There are some who say tha t Lao-tzu went among the 
barbarians and became the Buddha. The Buddha did not 
sleep three n igh ts under the Zsamel mulberry tree3 fo r  he 
did not want to remain too long in one place le s t  he develop
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fee lin gs o f  affection : th is i s  the perfection o f pu rity  and
separation from worldly a ffa irs . When a heavenly s p i r i t
presented him with beautifu l g ir ls ,  the Buddha said: ’These
are nothing more than bags o f skin, f i l l e d  with blood’, and

72he never looked a t them again. With such a degree o f  mental
concentration, one may then achieve the true Way. Your
majesty has licen tious g ir ls  and seductive women, the most
beautifu l in the empire. You deligh t in fine food and
splendid wine, and you demand every delicacy. How can you
expect to equal Huang-Lao?

When t h i s  l e t t e r  was s e n t i n ,  CHsiang K*ai w asi

im m ed ia te ly  summoned to  th e  im p e r ia l  s e c r e t a r i a t  to  e x p la in

h im s e lf  f u r th e r .  H siang Kfa i  s a id :  *1 have h e a rd  t h a t  in

form er tim es  th e re  w ere o r i g i n a l l y  no eunuch o f f i c i a l s .  I t

was o n ly  a t  th e  end o f  th e  r e ig n  o f  Emperor Wu, when he was

an o ld  man and o f te n  w ent to  th e  harem , t h a t  th ey  w ere f i r s t
73e s ta b l i s h e d .  L a te r ,  t h e i r  d u t ie s  became g ra d u a l ly  more 

im p o r ta n t , and by th e  tim e o f  Emperor Shun th e y  w ere ex tre m e ly  

num erous. And now h is  m a je s ty  has g ra n te d  them honours te n
74

tim es  t h a t  o f  th e  p a s t ,  and i f  he has no sons to  su cceed  

h im , i s  i t  p e rh ap s  j u s t  h i s  l i k i n g  fo r  them th a t  cau ses  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n ? 1^

The im p e r ia l  s e c r e t a r i a t  r e p o r te d  on t h i s  r e p ly ,  and an 

e d i c t  was is s u e d  th a t  th e  s e n io r  o f f i c i a l s  sh o u ld  d ec id e  on 

h is  c a s e . The im p e r ia l  s e c r e t a r i a t  knew what was e x p e c te d  

o f  them Cby th e  eu n u ch si and a d v ise d  t h a t :  fThe o f f i c e  o f  

eunuchs i s  n o t som eth ing  t h a t  has been  e s ta b l i s h e d  o n ly  in  

r e c e n t  g e n e ra t io n s .  At th e  b e g in n in g  o f  Han, Chang Tse 

became Grand In te rn u n c io  and a s s i s t e d  CChou Poll th e  M arquis
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T6
of Chiang to destroy the Lii family. Emperor Hsiao-wen
allowed Chao T !an to share his imperial carriage, but his

77sons and grandsons were numerous and flourishing. Hsiang 
K?ai has not put forward a proper discussion. He is dealing 
with matters of major importance, but his arguments are based 
on trivial detail, they are not correctly presented, and they 
harm good order. He disregards the models of the classics, 
he misrepresents the signs of the stars and constellations, 
and he makes false claim to spiritual authority. He juggles 
all these points to agree with his private and personal ideas, 
distorting the facts to make wrongful accusations against his 
superiors. We ask that the question be handed down for the 
Director of Retainers to assess K*ai*s crime according to
lav-78

Hsiang K*ai was arrested and sent to the Lo-yang Prison.
The emperor, however, considered that although Hsiang K*ai*s
words had been far too outspoken he had nevertheless relied
in every case on signs from heaven and other portents. For
this reason he was not executed, but he was sent to serve

79sentence as robberguard.
Before this, in the time of Emperor Shun, Kung Ch*ung 

of Lang-yeh had come to the palace and had presented a sacred 
book in a hundred and seventy chapters, which his master, Kan 
Chi, had obtained by the waters of the Ch*u-yang Spring. It 
was all [written onU pale green silk, with vermilion borders, 
dark green headings and vermilion titles. It was called *Thego
Book of Great Peace and Pure Guidance*. The text dealt 
mainly with the Yin-yccng and Five Elements School, and it had 
a number of sayings from witches and shamans. The officials
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reported that the work Kung Ch’ung had presented was 
unorthodox and false, outside the canon of the classics; 
nevertheless it was received and retained [in the imperial 
library!]. Later, Chang Chüeh had some of [the text of3 its 
teachings.^

When Emperor Ling came to the throne [in 1683, he
believed that the things Hsiang K fai had written in his
letters had been correct, and the Grand Tutor Ch'en Fan
recommended him as Sincere and Upright. He did not

82accept office. In his own district he received honour, 
and every Grand Administrator who came to take up 
appointment there would always visit him with ceremony.
In the Chung-p’ing period [184-1893 he and Hsün Shuang and 
Cheng Hsüan were all invited to the court as Erudites,

8o 0]j
but Hsiang K ’ai did not go. He died in his own home. 

Discussion^

The men of ancient times have said: ’Those who are expert in
explaining [the will of3 heaven can surely give Judgement in

86the affairs of men’. And Chang Heng has remarked that ’the
signs of heaven and the calculations of the calendar, the
divination by the yin and yang, these are the urgent questions

, 8Tof the present day, which deserve our most urgent attention .
88Lang Yi and Hsiang K ’ai could look up with respect Cat 

the heavens3 and look down with care [upon the earth3, and they 
made use of their observations to report upon the affairs of 
men. Their readings of omens for both good and ill fortune 
were in each case borne out by events, and the doctrines that 
they derived from these various situations were always clear.
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S u re ly  t h i s  i s  th e  r e a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  th a t  s c h o la rs  o f  such 

a r t s  can make to  th e  p eo p le  o f  t h e i r  t im e ,  and th o se  who 

come a f t e r  them may ta k e  t h e i r  te a c h in g s  as an example fo r  

t h e i r  own conduct.

Yet i t  i s  th e  w eakness o f  such men th a t  th e y  lo v e  to
89d e a l in  w i tc h c r a f t ,  and fo r  t h i s  re a so n  th e  t r u e  gentlem an 

w i l l  n o t pay g re a t  a t t e n t i o n  to  such m a t te r s .

Eulogy90

Chung-huan was a man o f  deep a r t ,  th e  c a r r ia g e s  w ith  ru s h -
91bound w heels a r r iv e d  in  a c o n s ta n t s tre a m ; Su C hing, w ith

92a f ly in g  b ru s h ,  p u r i f i e d  our a n c ie n t  c i t y  o f  Y in; th e  

w arn ings o f  m is fo r tu n e  from H siang and Lang were b ro u g h t to  

r e a l i t y  by th e  s in s  o f  th e  im peria l, governm ent.
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COMMON A B B R E V I A T I O N S  AND R E F E R E N C E S

HHS Fan Yeh (398-1+1+6), Hou Hem shu
an n a ls  and b io g ra p h ie s  w ith  commentary by Li H sien

f  f irom  m e(651 -̂ 681+) and o th e r s ;  t r e a t i s e s  frorn^the 

Hsu 'item shu ^su-m a P iao  ^

(d . 305) w ith  commentary by L iu  Chao^pj (6th

c e n tu ry ) ;  in  Hou Han shu ch i-c fiieh  e d i t io n

o f  Wang H s ie n -c h ’ie n^  (c^ ih a > 
Pan Ku ) $ | (32 -92) and o th e r s ,  Hem shu
w ith  commentary by Yen Shih  

P o-na ^ 7  e d i t i o n .

Ssu-ma Ch’ie n

-kuJ | it (581-61*5);

(11+5-86 B. C. ? ) ,  Shih chi
w ith  com m entaries; ch i-ch ieh  by P 'e i

by Ssu-m a( 5t h  c e n tu ry ) ;  s o -y in f^
( 8t h  c e n tu r y ) ;  cheng^yi ^  by

Chang § h o u -ch ie h  sffy ( 8t h  c e n tu r y ) ,  Po-na

SKC
e d i t i o n .

Ch’en S h o u W < l ?  (2 3 3 -2 9 7 ), Sem-kuo chih ?  )\ 
w ith  commentary com piled  by P ’e i  S u n g - c h ih ^

(372-1+51); P o-na e d i t io n .

TCTC Ssu-m a Kuang ^  y (1 0 1 9 -1 0 8 6 ), Tzu-chih t'u n g-ch ien
^  w i t h  r, 7 ^ - ^  fäySZ-* w ith  commentary by Hu S an -h s in g

(1 2 3 0 -1 3 0 2 ), and Ssu-ma Kuang, k 'a o -y i
COTnmentary o f  c r i t i c a l  exam ination on various p o in ts  o f  

c o n f l i c t  in  the o r ig in a l sources (P ek ing, 1956).

Shih ching  ,  s l̂u ching*^jj j Ch'un-ch'iu

j ^ / a n d  Tso c h u a n a re  P1*001 th e  t e x t  and
t r a n s l a t i o n  in  James Legge, The Chinese C la ss ic s3 5 v o ls .
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(Hong Kong, i 960 ) .  U nless o th e rw ise  in d i c a te d ,  o th e r  

' ’ 1 ’ " Dm th e  e d i t io n  o f  th e  Ssu-pu

O f f i c i a l  t i t l e s  g e n e ra l ly  fo llo w  th e  system  o f  H.H. Dubs as 

g iven  in  Rafe de C resp ig n y , O ff ic ia l  T i t l e s  o f  the Former Han 

Dynasty (C an b erra , 1967 ) .  A g lo s s a ry  o f  t i t l e s  fo r  L a te r  

Han may a lso  be found in  Rafe de C resp ig n y , The L ast o f  the 

Han (C an b e rra , 1969 ) ,  pp . 519-31.

W estern e q u iv a le n ts  o f  C hinese d a te s  have been  c a lc u la te d  

ac c o rd in g  to  th e  J u l ia n  c a le n d a r ,  u s in g  th e  t a b l e  in  Hsüeh 

Chung-san and Ou-yang I ,  A Sino-W estem  Calendar fo r  Two 

Thousand Tears 1-2000 A.D. (Hong Kong, 1961 ) .

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  C hinese w ith  W estern a s tro n o m ic a l 

c o n s te l l a t io n s  a re  b ased  on G ustave S c h le g e l ,  Uranographie 

ch in o ise  (The Hague and L e id en , 1875), and Ho Peng Yoke,

The A stronom ical Chapters o f  the Chin Shu (P a r is  and The 

Hague, 1966). These a re  r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  n o te s  s im p ly  as 

S c h le g e l and Ho.
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NOTES

Introduction

1. Rafe de C resp ig n y , ’P o l i t i c a l  P r o te s t  in  Im p e r ia l  China: 

th e  G rea t P r o s c r ip t io n  o f  L a te r  Han I 6T -I8U’ , Papers on 
Far Eastern H istory  11 (C an b e rra , March 1 9 7 5 ), 1 -3 6 ; 

and ’The Harem o f  Emperor Huan: a S tudy o f  Court 

P o l i t i c s  in  L a te r  H a n ', Papers on Far Eastern H istory 
12 (C an b erra , Septem ber 1 9 7 5 ), 1-1+2. A t h i r d  a r t i c l e ,  

’The Second Y ear o f  Y en -h s i: N otes to  th e  Han C hron ic le  

o f  159 A . D. ' ,  Journal o f  the O rien tal S ociety o f  
A u stra lia  10 (Sydney, June 1 9 7 5 ), 7 -2 5 , a ls o  d is c u s s e s  

e v e n ts  a t  th e  tim e  o f  Emperor Huan’s coup d 'e ta t  a g a in s t  

th e  L iang fa m ily .

2. These two in c id e n ts  a re  d e s c r ib e d  in  s e v e ra l  p la c e s  in

Hou Han shu as w e ll  as in  th e  m em orial o f  H siang K’a i

t r a n s l a t e d  below . The t e x t s ,  how ever, va ry  in  t h e i r

e s t im a te  o f  th e  im portance  o f  th e  g rand  a d m in is tr a to r s

and th e  ju n io r  o f f i c i a l s  in  d e c id in g  on th e  e x e c u tio n s .

The b io g ra p h ie s  o f  T s ’en Chih in  HHS 67 ( lieh-chuan 57 ) ,

1 2 a -b , and o f  Wang Yün in  HHS 66 ( lieh-chuan  56) ,  10 a ,

n a t u r a l l y  p la c e  c h ie f  em phasis on th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f

th e s e  ju n io r  o f f i c i a l s  ( th e  more so s in c e  T s ’en Chih

was a lre a d y  p o p u la r  among th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  Im p e r ia l

U n iv e r s i ty  and Wang Yün, as c h ie f  m in is te r  a t  c o u rt

d u r in g  th e  r e ig n  o f  Emperor H sien aJ ' in  192 , became
w j \ .c e le b r a te d  fo r  h i s  lo y a l  o p p o sitio n ^  to ^ th e  m i l i t a r y  

b r u t a l i t y  o f  th e  w a r lo rd  Tung Cho-w  and h is

l i e u t e n a n t s ;  on th e  l a t e r  c a re e r  o f  Wang Yün, s e e ,  fo r
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exam ple, th e  c h ro n ic le  o f  th e  y e a r  192 , in  TCTC 6o, 

1933 -38 , t r a n s l a t e d  by de C resp ig n y , The L a s t o f  the Han, 

pp . 8 9 -9 7 ). On th e  o th e r  hand , th e  an n a ls  o f  Emperor

c o n ta in s  a m em orial o f  p r o t e s t  -w ritten  by C h'en Fan in  

su p p o rt o f  C h 'eng  Chin and L iu  C hih , r e f e r  p r im a r i ly  to  

th e  g rand  a d m in is t r a to r s .  See a ls o  de C resp ig n y , 

P o l i t i c a l  P r o te s t  in  Im p e r ia l C h in a ’ , pp . 9 , 2 0 , and 

n o te  22.

3. HHS 78 ( lieh -ohu an  6 8 ) ,  1 0 b - l l a  and 12a; HRS 67 ( l i e h -  

chuan 57 ) ,  l8 b ;  de C resp ig n y , ’P o l i t i c a l  P r o te s t  in  

Im p e r ia l C h ina’ , pp . 8 -9 .

As an exam ple o f  th e  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  t h i s  t im e , we 

may c i t e  th e  re c o rd  o f  Hsü H süan, P r e f e c t  o f  H s ia -p ’ i .  

I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  he asked  to  m arry a d au g h te r  o f  th e  

l o c a l  m agnate Li Hao -Jpt , who had  fo rm erly  h e ld  

p o s i t io n  as Grand A d m in is tra to r  o f  Ju -n an  

commandery, b u t he was r e fu s e d . So he le d  th e  guards 

o f  th e  p r e f e c t u r a l  o f f ic e  to  Li Hao's  h o u se , b ro u g h t 

th e  g i r l  back  to  th e  yamen, and amused h im s e lf  th e re  

by sh o o tin g  arrow s a t  h e r  u n t i l  she was dead . When 

th e  C h an ce llo r o f  T u n g -h a i, Huang Fu, h e a rd  about th e s e  

deeds o f  h is  s u b o rd in a te ,  he a r r e s t e d  Hsü Hsüan and 

h i s  f o l lo w e rs ,  p u t them to  t o r t u r e ,  and th e n  se n t 

Hsü Hsüan to  p u b lic  e x e c u tio n .

k . The b io g rap h y  o f  Chang Chien i s  in  HHS 6 j  ( lieh -ohuan  

5 7 ) ,  l8 b -1 9 b . See a ls o  de C resp ig n y , ’P o l i t i c a l  

P r o te s t  in  Im p e r ia l  C h ina’ , pp . 9 , 28 , 35 , and
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5 .

n o te  2 9 .

P. P e l l i o t ,  Review o f  Ed. C havannes, ’Les pays 

d ’O cciden t d 'a p r e s  l e  Wei L io f (T'oung Pao 2 (6 )

(decembre 1 9 0 5 ), pp . 5 1 9 -T l) ,  in  B u lle tin  de VEcole 
frangaise d'Extreme-Orient 6 (H ano i, 1 9 0 6 ), pp .

361-U0 0 , see pp . 385 f f . ; E. Z ü rc h e r , The Buddhist 
Conquest o f  China: the Spread and Adaptation o f  
Buddhism in Early Medieval China3 2 v o ls .  (L e id en , 

1 9 5 9 ), I ,  PP- 36-8 .
6 . T jan  Tjoe Som, Po hu t'ung: the Comprehensive 

Discussions in the White T iger Hall3 2 v o ls .  (L e id en , 

191+9 - 52 ) ,  I ,  pp . 120-4 and lU l f f . ;  I I ,  pp . 489-92 .

7 . Jack  L. D u ll, 'The C onfucian O rig in s  o f  N eo-Taoism 1, 

p ap e r c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  Second I n t e r n a t io n a l  

C onference o f  T a o is t  S tu d ie s ,  H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty ,  

Septem ber 1972 (m im eograph).

8. On Chinese knowledge o f  astronom y in  th e  second  

ce n tu ry  A . D . , s e e ,  fo r  exam ple, Jo sep h  Needham,

Science and C iv ilisa tio n  in China,  Volume III :  
Mathematics and the sciences o f  the heavens and the 
earth  (C am bridge, 1 9 5 9 ), p a r t i c u l a r l y  T ab le 33 on 

p . 401, pp . 359-62 and 398-400. In  th e  f i r s t  

c e n tu ry  A . D . , th e  c a l e n d a r i s t  Li Fan had c a lc u la te d  th e  

s id e r e a l  and sy n o d ic  p e r io d  o f  J u p i t e r  to  a h ig h  l e v e l  

o f  a c c u ra c y , and in  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  th e  second 

c e n tu ry  th e  m a th em a tic ian  Chang Heng had  c o n s tru c te d

an a r m i l la r y  sp h ere  d r iv e n  by w a te r  pow er, w hich 

t r a c e d  th e  p a th s  o f  th e  f iv e  v i s i b l e  p la n e ts  among 

th e  f ix e d  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s .
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9. S ee , fo r  exam ple, A lf r e d  F o rk e , Lun Heng3 P art I 3
P h ilo soph ica l Essays o f  Wang Ch'ung (L e ip z ig , London 

and S h an g h a i, 1 9 0 7 ), p p . 1 0 9 -2 9 , 173 and 372-3.

10 . Hans B ie le n s te in  'An I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  P o r te n ts

in  th e  T s fie n -H a n -sh u f , B u lle tin  o f  the Museum o f  Far 
Eastern A n tiq u itie s  (BMFEA) 22 (S tockholm , 1 9 5 0 ),

127-1+3; Wolfram E b e rh a rd , 'The P o l i t i c a l  F u n c tio n  o f  

Astronomy and A stronom ers in  Han C h ina1, in  John K. 

F a irb an k  ( e d . ) ,  Chinese Thought and I n s t i tu t io n s 3 
(C hicago , 1 9 5 7 ), pp . 33-70 .

For th e  f u r th e r  developm ent o f  B ie l e n s t e i n 's  view s 

on th e  r o le  o f  p o r te n ts  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  Han 

C hina, see  h i s  'The R e s to ra t io n  o f  th e  Han D ynasty: w ith  

Prolegom ena on th e  H is to r io g ra p h y  o f  th e  Hou Han s h u f , 

BMFEA 26 (1 9 5 4 ), 156 - 6 1 , and TThe R e s to ra t io n  o f  th e  

Han D ynasty , Volume I I :  The C iv i l  War1, BMFEA 31 

(1 9 5 9 ), 232-48 .
Among E berh a rd * s o th e r  w orks in  t h i s  f i e l d ,  th e  

fo llo w in g  d ese rv e  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n :  B eiträge zur  

kosmologischen Spekulation  der Chinesen der Han-Zeit 
( B e r l in ,  1 9 3 3 ); 'B e i t r ä g e  zu r A stronom ie d e r H a n -Z e it,

I .  I n h a l t  des K a p ite ls  ü b e r Z e i te n e in te i lu n g  d e r Han- 

A nnalen ' (w ith  R. H e n se lin g ) and 'B e it r ä g e  zu r 

A stronom ie d e r H a n -Z e it, I I '  (w ith  R. M ü lle r and 

R. H e n s e lin g ) ,  in  S itzu n g b erich te  der Preussischen  
Akademie der W issenschaften3 p h i l . - h i s t .  K l. 23 ( B e r l in ,  

1 9 3 3 ); 'C o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  Astronomy o f  th e  Han 

P e r io d  I I I :  th e  Astronomy o f  th e  L a te r  Han ' ,  Harvard 

Journal o f  A s ia t ic  S tu d ies  (HJAS) I  (C am bridge, M ass.

bo



1936), pp. 19U-2U1.
11. The Annals occupy the first nine ohüan of HHS, the 

Treatise of Astronomy is in HHS 100-2 (ohih 10-12) 
and the Treatise of the Five Elements is in HHS 103-8 
(ohih 13-18).

12. On the text history of Hou Hem shuj see Bielenstein, 
!The Restoration of the Han Dynasty1, I, 9-20. Two 
major historians of the Later Han period are known to 
have been involved in the compilation of the treatises 
of astronomy and the five elements. Tsfai Yung
(133-92), who was a contemporary of Emperor Huan, was 
one of the editors appointed for the continuation of 
the official history of the dynasty in 172, the work

. Ts'ai Yung*s w  ̂ v .
50B), lUa, remarks that he was particularly concerned 
with the Treatise of Astronomy and the Treatise of the 
Five Elements. As the T*ang commentary of Li Hsien 
remarks, these treatises of Tung-kuan Han-ohi have 
not survived; but it is likely that the records in 
the imperial archives incorporated some of Ts'ai 
Yungfs work, and it is known that the treatises of the 
Hsü Han shu were composed from the records of the 
imperial archives. The second historian is Ying Shao 
yjfjp (ft'* 190), who is mentioned at the beginning
of the Treatise of the Five Elements as one of the 
chief compilers of that text as it now stands {HHS 103 
(ohih 13), la), and who is recognised as one of the
leading historians of the last generation of Han. His

hi

which is now known



13.
biography is in HHS U8 {lieh-chuan 38).
On at least one occasion, however, the attempt to use 
a favourable portent as a means of showing approval for 
the dynasty may be seen to have backfired. The report 
of the yellow dragon which is recorded in the annals 
of 167 (HHS 7} 15a) is mentioned in the Treatise of the 
Five Elements as a fake:

commandery (in the region of present-day Szechwan) 
reported that a vellow dragon had appeared. When

the commandery office was proposing to send such 
a report to the capital, he went in and explained 
that it was nothing but a joke, and urged that no 
report should be sent. The grand administrator 
paid no attention to his protests.

Later, Fu Chien explained Cto officials at 
the capital^ that some people had gone to a lake 
to bathe because it was a hot day. They saw 
that the water was muddy, and so they joked 
amongst themselves, saying: 'There must be a 
yellow dragon in there'. Then the rumour spread 
among the people, and the commandery office 
thought they would make something good out of it, 
and that is why they reported it.

The historians of that time recorded this

In the eighth month

heard that

b2

report in the imperial annals. During the reign 
of Emperor Huan, the government was in decline and 
corrupt, and there were many reports of omens and



Ik.

15.

signs, all in this category. Moreover, the 
scholars of the past have told how when omens 
arise at the wrong time they are really 
calamitous. When false stories among the people 
cause rumours about dragons, these are dragon 
disasters. (HHS 107, (ohih 17), 2b-3a)

For Hsiang K'ai's remarks about favourable omens 
appearing at the wrong time, see his comments to the 
reports of the Yellow River running clear, e.g. note 
50 below. One may observe also that the report in the 
annals of a yellow dragon appearing in 165 {HHS 7, 12b) 
was not mentioned by Hsiang K fai, though he gave 
considerable discussion to the dead dragon observed on 
Yeh-wang Mountain in the previous year (e.g. note k2 
below).
For a clear discussion of this point, see Bielenstein, 
'Portents in the Ts'ien-Han-shu', p. 132.
Eclipses of the sun are described bv Hou Han shu with 
the phrase jih yu shih ohih $ 7 I &  'the sun
had (something which) ate it', and also by the special 
term shihffyfyy • The eclipses memorialised to the throne 
are recorded by the annals and also by HHS 108 {ohih l8), 
la-9a, which is the last chapter of the Treatise of 
the Five Elements and which is devoted to phenomena 
related to the sun and moon. On the calculations of 
solar eclipses for the Han period, see H.H. Dubs, The 
History of the Former Han Dynasty by Pan Ku, 3 vols. 
(Baltimore, 1938-55), I, l6l-6, and Dub's comments on 
the eclipses of each reign of Former Han at the end of

3̂



the chapters of his translations. See also Bielenstein, 
’Portents in the Ts’ien-Han-shu’, p. lU2 and graph.

On the Han Chinese ability to predict eclipses, see 
Needham, Science and Civilisation in China, III, 1+20 ff. 
Among the portents recorded in the reign of Emperor 
Huan there are two occasions, in 157 and 165, on which 
the full moon was eclipsed by the shadow of the earth 
’in the wrong month’ {fei ch'i y'ueh ^ : HHS
108 (chih l8), 10b). However, though Hsiang K ’ai 
referred in his second memorial to solar eclipses in 
165 and l66, he did not mention the lunar eclipse of
165.

Solar eclipses that were recorded during the reign 
of Emperor Huan are listed below, together with their 
number according to the catalogue of Th. von Oppolzer, 
Canon der Finsternisse (Vienna, 1887), pp. 130-3. They 
are listed in order in HHS 108 (chih 18), 7a-8a;
references to HHS annals are given after each entry:
18.II.1U7 HHS 7, 2a Oppolzer 32U9
23.VI.1U9 HHS 7, Ua Oppolzer 3256
19.VIII.152 HHS 7, 6a see below
25.IX.15U HHS 7, 7a Oppolzer 3267
2U.VII.157 HHS 7, 8a Oppolzer 327U
13.vii.158 HHS 7, 8a Oppolzer 3276
28.II.l65 HHS 7, 12a Oppolzer 3291
i7.II.l66 HHS 7, lUa Oppolzer 329U
U.vii.167 HHS 7, 15a Oppolzer 3298
All of these listed by Oppolzer, with the exception of 
no. 3291+, were umbral eclipses (i.e. they were visible



on some p a r t  o f  th e  e a r t h 's  su r fa c e  a s  t o t a l ) .  D uring 

t h i s  p e r io d  o f  tw en ty  y e a rs  th e re  were some e c l ip s e s  

m entioned  in  O ppolzer*s c a ta lo g u e  w hich may have been 

d is c e r n ib le  from C hina, b u t none w ould ap p ea r to  have 

had  more th a n  s l i g h t  e f f e c t  on th e  su n , and none i s  

re c o rd e d .

On th e  o th e r  hand , th e  C hinese re c o rd  o f  an e c l ip s e  

on 19 J u ly  152 canno t be j u s t i f i e d  by O p p o lze r*s 

c a lc u la t io n s .  O ppolzer m entions two e c l ip s e s  in  152: 

no . 3262 on 22 A p r il  and no. 3263 on 15 O ctober.

N e ith e r  w ould have been v i s i b l e  in  China: no . 3262 

a f f e c t e d  th e  A rc t ic  C irc le  n o r th  o f  Canada, and no.

3263 would have been e f f e c t iv e  in  China o n ly  d u rin g  

th e  n ig h t ,  re a c h in g  i t s  a p p a re n t e c l i p t i c  c o n ju n c tio n  

a t  about 1845 G .M .T ., o r  2 .0 0  a.m . in  C hina. HHS 108 

( ohih l 8 ) ,  7 a , n o te s  t h a t  th e  e c l ip s e  re c o rd e d  fo r  

19 J u ly  was n o t o b serv ed  by th e  a s tro n o m ic a l 

th e  c a p i t a l ,  b u t  was r e p o r te d  from K uang-lin  

commandery, n o r th  o f  th e  Y angtse e s tu a r y .  T 

an unusual p ro c e d u re : th e  genuine e c l ip s e s  o f  147, 157 

and l6 6 ,  fo r  exam ple, w ere a l s o  r e p o r te d  from th e  

p ro v in c e s ;  b u t i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  in  152 th e  r e p o r t  was 

f a l s e .

The p ro g n o s t ic a t io n  fo r  th e  e c l ip s e  o f  152 c la im s 

th a t  i t  was cau sed  by th e  young e m p e ro r 's  e x c e ss iv e  

fondness fo r  m u s ic , b u t i t  i s  p o s s ib le ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  t h a t  

i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  s e n t in  as a c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  L iang  

fam ily  u s u rp a tio n  o f  pow er, and t h a t  dangerous 

a t t r i b u t i o n  was l a t e r  removed. As Dubs rem ark s, in

b u re a u  a t

k  t̂L
.is  was n o t
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16.

IT.

18.
19.

20.

discussing a similar false report of an eclipse in 
l8U B.C., the reporting of such a false portent, should 
it be discovered, would almost certainly be punished by 
death (History of the Former Hem Dynasty, I, 211-13).
It was most unusual for a false eclipse to be reported, 
and even in the second part of the reign of Emperor 
Huan, when criticism by portent was at its height, the 
critics contented themselves with the eclipses that 
actually took place. The false report of 152 is a 
remarkable exception to the general reliability of 
Chinese observations.
The only portent recorded for the year 159 took the 
form of heavy summer rain at the imperial capital, 
lasting more than fifty days (HHS 7, 8b; HHS 103 (ohih 
13), ^a).
HHS 108 (ohih 18), 7b. The commentary of Liu Chao quotes 
another version of the story, of Ch'en Shou (personal

chuan^p ij Additional Biography of Liang Chi1.
See, for example, note b6 below.
HHS 10^ {ohih lb), 3b; HHS 105 (ohih 15), 5b; HHS 106 
{ohih l6), 1+a. See also de Crespigny, *The Harem of 
Emperor Huan’, pp. 12 and 20 and note 15.
See note 30 below. It should be noted, of course, that 
Hsiang K fai was a private scholar, known primarily for 
his skills in divination. Though he was widely 
respected as an astrologer, his scientific knowledge 
was clearly not comparable to that of the scholars at 
the imperial bureau of astronomy. Cf. note 8 above.

name here written as Yüan^T^ ) from the Liang Chi gieh-

bG



The B iography

21. The c h a ra c te r s  o f  H siang K’a i ’s s ty l e  a r e .

2 2 .

The t e x t  h e re  g iv e s  h is  p la c e  o f  o r ig in  as 

H s i-y in , b u t th e  commentary o f  th e  C h 'in g  s c h o la r  

Ch’ie n  T a-h sin y ^ fc- ^  tj/jf p o in ts  ou t t h a t  t h i s  sh o u ld  

be w r i t t e n  'ft?  811 sounded T ’o -y in .  HHS 112 

{ohih  2 2 ) ,  4a ,  l i s t s  T ’o -y in  p r e f e c tu r e  in  P ’ing -y iian  

commandery. HS 28A, 27b , g iv es  th e  name o f  

t h i s  p r e f e c tu r e  as T ’o - y in ,  and Zjfy\ i s  an

a l t e r n a t i v e  form o f  . The form er c i t y  la y  w est

o f  p re s e n t-d a y  L in y i S han tung .

The im p lic a tio n  o f  th e  p h ra se  ^  ^  i s

t h a t  im p e r ia l  c h i ld r e n  had  m is c a r r ie d  o r  w ere s t i l l ­

born  o r d ie d  in  in fa n c y . A ccord ing  to  th e  a n n a ls ,  

th e  l a t e  Empress nee L iang had  been je a lo u s  o f  th e  

em pero r’ s f a v o u r i te s  among th e  p a la c e  women, and had  

a rran g ed  t h a t  none o f  th e  concub ines who became 

p re g n a n t sh o u ld  come to  f u l l  te rm  (HHS 10B, 6a :

The EmPress  n le
L ian g , how ever, d ie d  in  159» and HHS 10B, 1 7 a , l i s t s  

th r e e  d au g h te rs  o f  Emperor Huan, p e r s o n a l  names Hua-:̂  

Chien and H siu  > "who were e n fe o f fe d  as princqlss(

(kung-ohu  ) ir f^ l5 8 , l6 4  and 166 r e s p e c t iv e ly .

These were e v id e n t ly  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  co n cu b in es . 

Emperor Huan was th u s  n o t i n f e r t i l e  , b u t he had  no son 

to  succeed  him.

23 . From i n t e r n a l  d a t in g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  a s tro n o m ic a l 

o b se rv a tio n s  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  second m em orial 

(see  n o te  5 8 ) ,  i t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  H siang K’a i  came to



2h.

25.

26.

the capital and presented his memorials in mid-summer 
of Yen-hsi_^jf 9, June 165.
See Shu ching3 the Canon of Yao > in ^SSe»
The Chinese Classics, III, 18.
The five planets are here described by the phrase 
wu wei ’the five that cross the sky1. In
traditional Chinese astronomy their names are Ch’en- 
hsingjtsy^ ’Hour Star’ (Mercury); T'ai-po 
’Great White’ (Venus); Ying-huojtt? %  ’Fitful 
Glitterer’ (Mars); Sui-hsingJ^vL ’Year Star* 
(Jupiter) and T ' ien-hsing ’Aged Star* or
Chen-hsingffij^ ’Exorcist* (Saturn). See Schlegel,
pp. 613 ff. , and Needham, Science and Civilisation in 
China3 III, pp. 398 ff. The outer planets of the 
solar system, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, were not; 
visible to the ancient Chinese astronomers.

Ho, pp. 122 ff., translates the descriptions and 
prognostications of the planets from the Astronomical 
Treatise of Chin shu3 and on pp. 3I+-I+I he explains a 
number of technical terms that may be used to describe 
their movements. They include the characters fan 
’to transgress’ or ’to invade’; ju ’to enter* and

N  ^

shou ’to guard’ or ’to remain in’ (a particular 
constellation). ^
The T ’ai-wei Enclosure (T'ai-wei yuan )

is described by Schlegel, pp. 53*+ ff., and Ho, pp. 76-8, 
as ten stars in the Western constellations of Virgo and 
Leo which have the appearance of a circle. Tuan men

’The Main Gate’ is the space between two of

1+8



27.

the stars of this circle, 3 and n Virginis. Within 
the enclosure, the Western star 3 Leonis and four 
smaller stars nearly are known to the Chinese as the 
’Five Emperors’ (\hx-ti : Ho, pp. 77 note h and
78 note a). See Figure 5• ' In the light of the 
reference to ’the seat of the five emperors’ "below, it 
seems likely that Hsiang K ’ai’s phrase ’the imperial 
seat’ (ti-tso/fy ^  ) here refers also to this group.

According fto the Treatise of Astronomy, HHS 102 
(ahih 12), 2a, on Yen-hsi 8:5: jen-wu (li1.VI.l65) Mars 
was in the close neighbourhood of Yu ahih-fa jfjl

"The Keeper of the Law on the Right’. This star is 
identified with 3 Virginis, one of the two stars 
which flank the Tuan men (Schlegel, p. U72; Ho, p. 76). 
These observations are in essential accord with present 
calculations of the relative positions of Earth and 
Mars (See Figure 2).
The Fang ’House’ and Hs in /\^ ’Heart ’ constellations, 
classified by Chinese astronomy among the twenty-eight 
hsiu ’lunar mansions’, both contain stars of 
Western Scorpio. Fang is 3, <5, i t, and p Scorpii,
Hsin is a, a and x Scorpii (Schlegel, pp. 113 and 
138; Ho, pp. 96 and 97). The phrase ohung-yao 
’the central major star’ in this context must ret 
Antares, a Scorpii, which is the middle of the three 
stars of the Hsin group, and far the brightest.

HHS 102 (ahih 12), 2b, records that on Yen-hsi 8 :
int.7: ahi-wei (i9.IX.l65) Venus invaded the ’front star’ 

v L'
(ah rien-hsin"if\i ) of Hsin. ’Front star’ must refer

9̂



h e re  to  a S c o r p i i ,  w hich l i e s  c lo s e s t  to  th e  Fang 
c o n s te l l a t io n .

The in t e r c a l a r y  se v e n th  month o f  t h i s  y e a r  began 

on th e  day chia-wu3 t h i r t y - f i r s t  o f  th e  sexagenary  c y c le ,  

and d id  n o t th e r e f o r e  c o n ta in  a day keng-ch1en 

( c y c l i c a l  no . IT ) .  H siang  K 'a i 's  r e fe re n c e  t o  keng-oh'en3 
how ever, co u ld  he a m is tak e  fo r  ken g-tzu  ( c y c l ic a l  

no . 3 7 ) , keng-uu \$T (47) o r  keng-shen  (5 7 ) . Yen- 

h s i  8: i n t . 7 :  keng-ahen was 2 0 .IX .l6 5 .

I f  we a llo w  f o r  th e  amendment o f  th e  d a te  from 

keng-oh1 en to  keng-shen3 th e  C hinese re c o rd s  in d ic a te  

t h a t  th e  p la n e t  Venus had ap p ea red  in  th e  r e g io n  o f  ß 

and 6 S c o rp i i  e a r ly  in  S ep tem ber, th e n  moved f u r th e r  

e a s t  c lo se  t o  a S c o rp i i  on 19 S ep tem ber, and appeared  

th e  fo llo w in g  n ig h t  In  th e  n e a r  neighbourhood  o f  a 
S c o rp i i .  These o b s e rv a tio n s  acc o rd  g e n e ra l ly  w ith  

p r e s e n t  c a lc u la t io n s  (see  F ig u re  3 ) .

In  C hinese a s t r o lo g y  th e  p la n e ts  Venus and Mars were 

i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  e lem en ts  (hsing  b e t t e r

u n d e rs to o d  as ' f o r c e s ’ ) o f  M etal and F ire  and th u s  

w ith  weapons and w a rfa re  (S c h le g e l ,  pp . 636 and 626-7 ;

Ho, p . 122 n o te  b ) .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Mars was a s s o c ia te d  

w ith  th e  h e a t o f  summer, w ith  f i e r c e  f ig h t in g  and w ith  

o f f i c i a l  j u s t i c e ;  V enus, b e ly in g  i t s  u su a l concerns 

in  th e  W est, was a s s o c ia te d  w ith  autumn and hence w ith  

e x e c u tio n s  as w e ll  as w ith  sh a rp  w eapons.

Not s u r p r i s in g ly ,  C hinese a s t r o lo g y  re c o g n ise d  

s e v e ra l  d i f f e r e n t  s t a r s  and c o n s te l l a t io n s  as hav ing  

c o n n ec tio n  w ith  one o r  o th e r  a s p e c t o f  th e  em p ero r’s



power and position, and Hsiang K ’ai here is using two 
observations of planetary movement, in different parts 
of the sky, as argument for his warning to Emperor 
Huan. First, he points to the appearance of Mars 
within the T'ai-wei enclosure, and in particular to 
the planet's approach to the 'Five Emperors' group, 
about 3 Leonis (see note 26). Second, he remarks 
on the near conjunction of Venus with the star 
Antares, and its close neighbours in the constellation 
Scorpio, which he associates with the king of heaven 
and his sons. (The Astronomical Treatise of Chin shu, 
translated by Ho, p. 97, identifies Antares with the 
throne of the Son of Heaven.) Both these events, 
according to Hsiang K'ai's interpretation, indicate 
danger and loss to the emperor.

It may be noticed, however, in some contrast to 
Hsiang K'ai's argument, the Astronomical Treatise of
Chin shu (translated by Ho, p. 77) remarks that '....
the path of the moon or one of the Five Planets entering 
the T'ai-wei (Enclosure) can be regarded as a good omen. 
When (the moon or one of the Five Planets) trespasses 
upon the central thrones it tells that all the 
punishments are completed'.

29. HHS 102 (chih 12), 3a, records that on Yen-hsi 9:1: 
jen-oh* en (l9.II.l66) Jupiter entered the T'ai-wei 
and after fifty-eight days (i.e. on l8.IV.l66) it came 
out by the Tuan men. As we have observed in note 26, 
the Tuan men3 or 'Main Gate', is the space between the 
two stars 3 and n Virginis, which are known as Yu
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and Tso ehih-faJ^^j\^^The Keepers of the Lav on 
the Right and on the Left'.

The traditional architecture of China regularly 
provided for a main gate to have two lesser portals, 
one on each side, and Chinese astronomers recognised 
the same pattern in the stars. Thus the T'ai-wei has 
two li men4M 'Lateral Gates': the 'Left Lateral 
Gate' is the space between 3 and y Virginis, being to 
the east of the Main Gate; the 'Right Lateral Gate' 
is the space between n Virginis and o Leonis, to the 
west of the Main Gate (Ho, p. j6; on this point Schlegel, 
p. U75, is mistaken). From the context, it appears that 
Jupiter was observed to retrograde in the area of 
Western Virgo, reaching its westernmost point at the 
edge of the constellation Leo. See Figure 5 .
The name of the Hsien-yüan constellation is
rendered as Char 'Chariot' by Schlegel, p. ĥ 2. However, 
as one may observe from the description of the 
individual stars in Schlegel and in Ho, p. 93 (where the 
name of the constellation is not translated), almost all 
of the seventeen stars of the group are associated with 
the empress, the empress-dowager, imperial concubines 
and various imperial relatives by marriage. Hsien-yüan 
is equivalent to a, y, e and other stars of Western 
Leo, and the brightest star is a Leonis, Regulus, which 
is equated with the 'Female Ruler' [nü-ohvL^^ i.e.
the empress).

According to present calculations, the planet 
Jupiter did appear in the vicinity of Western Leo



(C hinese Hsien-yüan) in  Septem ber l6 4 ,  and i t  was ag a in  

in  Hsien-yüan fo u r  months l a t e r ,  in  th e  tw e l f th  month 

o f  th e  C hinese y e a r  ( e .g .  23 Jan u ary  1 6 5 , see  F ig u re  k ) . 
Both H siang K*ai and th e  T r e a t i s e  o f  Astronomy are  

th e r e f o r e  c o r r e c t ,  and th e  p la n e t  was r e t ro g ra d in g  

fo r  s e v e ra l  months d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d .

However, i t  i s  c u r io u s  t h a t  H siang K*ai sh o u ld  

have rem arked on th e  r e tro g ra d e  m otion o f  J u p i t e r .  

C a lc u la te d  in  d eg rees  o f  o r b i t  around  th e  su n , J u p i t e r  

moves very  much more s lo w ly  th a n  E a rth  and ev ery  y e a r ,  

as E a rth  comes to  th e  same s id e  o f  th e  sun as J u p i t e r  

and »overtakes*  t h a t  p la n e t ,  J u p i t e r  f i r s t  appea rs  

s ta t io n a r y  and th e n  moves w estw ards among th e  c o n s te l ­

l a t i o n s .  F ig u re  4 shows th e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t io n s  o f  

E a rth  and J u p i t e r  in  th e  p e r io d  1 6 4 -5 , and i t  may be 

a p p re c ia te d  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  o f  c o n ju n c tio n  and 

th e  co nsequen t r e t r o g r e s s io n  w i l l  o ccu r ev e ry  y e a r  

and w i l l  l a s t  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  same t im e . In  th e se  

c i rc u m s ta n c e s , i t  i s  h a rd  to  see  t h a t  a  C hinese 

as tro n o m er was j u s t i f i e d  in  r e g a rd in g  i t  as a s p e c ia l  

p o r te n t .
The s i t u a t i o n  i s  somewhat s im i la r  w ith  r e g a rd  to  

M ars, w hich has a sy n o d ic  p e r io d  o f  TÖO d ay s , and i s  

th e r e f o r e  o v e rta k e n  and  p a s se d  by E a r th  a t  ap p ro x im a te ly  

tw o -y ea r i n t e r v a l s .  On each  o c c a s io n  t h a t  t h i s  h ap p en s, 

th e  p la n e t  w i l l  r e t ro g ra d e  fo r  some s ix  weeks o r more.

In  165 t h i s  phenomenon co u ld  be o b se rv ed  from l a t e  

Jan u ary  u n t i l  May: d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  Mars would have 

appea red  e i t h e r  s t a t io n a r y  o r  moving w estw ards n ig h t
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after night (see Figure 2).
However, since the official astronomers of the 

Han dynasty had achieved very close estimates for the 
synodic period not only for Jupiter but also for Mars 
(Eberhard, Contributions to the Astronomy of the Han 
Period IIIf, pp. 208-9, and Needham, Science and 
Civilisation in China3 III, Uoi), and since a forty-day 
retrogression could be regarded as normal for the planet 
Mars, it is again surprising that Hsiang K'ai remarked 
upon it.

The Treatise of Astronomy, in fact, does not 
mention the retrograde motion of either Jupiter or Mars 
at this time. HHS 102 (chih 12), 2a, does record, 
however, that on Yen-hsi 7:12: yi-ch'ou (28.1.165) Mars 
encroached upon the second star of the Hsien-yüan 
constellation, presumably y Leonis. This agrees with 
the statement of Hsiang K'ai and also with modern 
calculations. The official prognostication for this 
and some other observations during the year was linked 
with the fall of the Empress nee Teng and her relatives 
at the beginning of 165.
HHS 7, l^b, records that in Yen-hsi 9:12 the bamboos and 
cypresses that grew in the city of Lo-yang suffered some 
injury to their leaves. Since Hsiang K'ai was writing 
his memorial in the middle of Yen-hsi 9, however, there 
must be some error either in the present text of the 
memorial or in the date of the portent.

In his k'ao-yi commentary to TCTC 55, 1791, Ssu-ma 
Kuang observes that the date in HHS 7 is mistaken, but



32 o

th a t the T rea tise  o f  th e  Five E lem ents, in  HHS lOU 

( ch ih  lU ) ,  5b , has the year as Y en-hsi 7 S jwd t h is  i s  

c o r r e c t . The C h'ing sch o la r  Hui Tung jjgL , in  h is

Hou Han shu pu-chu^jj^  3 quoted in  th e c h i-c h ie h  

commentary to  HHS 7 and to  the memorial o f  Hsiang K!a i ,  

fo llo w s  Ssu-ma Kuang's amendment.

The p resen t t e x t  o f  HHS lOU, however, both in  the  

c h i-c h ie h  e d it io n  o f  Wang H sie n -c h 'ien  and in  the Po-na  

e d it io n  (p. 9a) which i s  based on Sung b lo c k p r in ts , 

g iv e s  the date o f  the p orten t as Y en-hsi 9» and i t  

p ro g n o stic a te s  the death o f  the emperor in  the fo llo w in g  

year . N eith er Hui Tung nor any o th er sch o la r  has 

commented on th e  t e x t  o f  HHS 10^ a t th is  p o in t.

The b e s t  s o lu t io n  to  the q u estion  appears to  be 

th a t  one should  accept Hsiang K ra i’s d atin g  o f  the severe  
w in ter  a t th e  end o f  Y en-hsi 7* assume th a t Ssu-ma 

Kuang had a ccess  to  a t e x t  o f  the t r e a t i s e  which 

a ls o  gave th a t  d a te , and regard th e p resen t-d ay  

e d it io n s  and HHS annals as m istaken.

HHS lOU (ch ih  lU ) ,  l*a, records th a t on Y en-hsi 9 :3 :  

k u e i-s s u  (2 1 .IV .l6 6 )  th ere was the l i g h t  o f  a f ir e  

moving about th e c a p ita l  a t n ig h t ,  and th e  people in  

the c i t y  were fr ig h ten ed  and c a l le d  out to  one another  

in  alarm. The main t e x t  o f  the t r e a t i s e  does not 

in d ic a te  any p r o g n o stica tio n  fo r  t h is  e v e n t , but th e  

commentary quotes the Hou Han shu  Yuan

Shan-sung \y> ôur^  century which lin k s
the p o rten t in  general terms to  the p r o sc r ip tio n  

c r i s i s , th e  hegemony o f  the eunuchs, and th e  fa ilu r e
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of the emperor to father a successor.
The annals of the reign of Emperor Huan, however, 

in HHS 7, l^a, also mention this phenomenon, and since

divination related the panic in Lo-yang to this natural 
disaster.

This light of a fire was possibly a manifestation 
of the Aurora Borealis (see Needham, Science and 
Civilisation in China, III, pp. U82-3). It may be 
observed that both HUS lOU and the annals in HHS 7 
contain references to a number of fires in the palace 
and the imperial tomb buildings in the years 165 and 
l66, but Hsiang K'ai makes no mention of them in his 
memorial.
HHS annals 7, lUa, records an edict of Yen-hsi 9:1:chi- 
yu (8.III.l66) which refers to a poor harvest and 
offers tax relief to affected districts, but the 
annals make no particular mention of frosts, rain or 
thunderstorms in this period.

In China, most rain falls during the summer months. 
According to HHS 103 {chih 13), Ua, there had been 
continual rain for more than fifty days in the summer 
of 159, just before the overthrow of Liang Chi. 
According to HHS 105 (chih 15), 5b, there had been 
remarkable hailstorms in l6l and 16U, both of which 
were connected by prognostication with the career of 
the Empress nee Teng and also with the executions

&



carried out by Emperor Huan. There had not been any 
noteworthy thunderstorms since 1U9 (HHS 105 (ohih 15)» 
7a). On the possibility of an increasingly cold cycle 
of climate developing in China at this time, see, for 
example, Chu K 'o-chen Chung-kuo ohin wu-oh’ien

nien lai oh'i-hou pien-oh'ien ti ohfu-pu yen-ohiu

H i ß - Kao-ku hsueh-pao 

37 (PekinS’ 197^ >  15_38- 
ckih and Ch'eng Chin see pp. 3-5 ab<

A N  )
above.

The three dukes (san-kung ^  y ^ V  ), highest-ranking
officials in the bureaucracy,, were at this time the
Grand Commandant Ch’en Fan^jyjat-. , the Minister over
the Masses Hu Kuang and the Minister of Works

M  , J; rV * >Liu Mou i • According to the biography of
Ch fen Fan in IMS 66 (lieh-ohuan 5b), 4b f., Emperor 
Huan was extremely annoyed by the protest. Two of the 
three dukes were intimidated, and said nothing more on 
the matter, but Ch’en Fan sent in another memorial in 
his own name. The text of the joint memorial is not 
preserved in the main text of Hou Han shuy but the 
text of Ch’en Fan’s individual one appears in his 
biography.

The short biography of Liu Mou in HHS 39 (lieh- 
ohuan 29), 12a, also mentions the joint memorial and 
its unfavourable reception, but both HHS 39 and HHS 66 
say that the Minister over the Masses who took part

not Hu Kuang. As•I & *in the protest was Liu Chü 
the Ch’ing dynasty commentato^ Ch’ien Ta-hsin points 
out, however, Hu Kuang had been Minister over the



Masses since the fifth month of Yen-hsi 9» and his 
immediate predecessor, Hsü Hsü^Jp^J?! , had been in 
that post since Yen-hsi 6 (HHS 7,' llb-i4b). Hu Kuang 
remained Minister over the Masses until after the death 
of Emperor Huan. Liu Chü was Grand Commandant during 
the period l6l-2 (HHS 7» 10b and lib), but he did not 
hold ducal rank again until the reign of Emperor Ling. 
His biography in HHS j6 (lieh-ohuan 66), 12b-13b, makes 
no mention of any memorial in favour of Ch'eng Chin and 
Liu Chih.

HHS 7 records that Ch'en Fan was dismissed from his 
post in the seventh month of Yen-hsi 9 and Liu Mou in 
the eleventh month. The biographies of both men, in HHS 
66 and HHS 39» mention these dismissals as a consequence 
of their protest. Since Hu Kuang's biography in HHS 
(lieh-chuan 3*0» does not refer to the incident, it is 
possible that he did not take part in the joint protest 
(see TCTC 55» 19Ö9 and k'ao-yi commentary). It is also 
possible that the memorial was sent in earlier in the 
year and that Hsü Hsü was one of the signatories.

The whole affair was quite long drawn out: both the 
joint memorial and Ch'en Fan's individual one were sent 
in during the summer of l66, but the case of Ch'eng Chin 
and Liu Chih was not finally decided until their 
execution at the end of that year. HHS 7» 1^+b, says 
that they were executed in the ninth month, but HHS 102 
(ohih 12), 3a, says that they died in the eleventh 
month. Two other officials, the Chancellor of Tung-hai 
^  7̂ %^ Huang Fu^N^ yJL Grand Administrator



o f  Shan-yang ^  Chai Ch’ao

accused  o f  anti-eunuch  a c t i v i t i e i .  They were not 

ex ecu ted , hut they  were sen ten ced  to  co n v ic t s e r v ic e .  

(See the In tr o d u ctio n , p . 1+ and note 3 . )

There i s  a curious a d d it io n a l re feren ce  to  the  

memorials o f  Ch'en Fan and h is  co llea g u es  in  HHS lOU 

( dhih  l M ,  ^a. The T r e a tise  o f  the Five Elements a t  

th a t  p o in t r e fe r s  to  a s e r ie s  o f  f i r e s  in  th e c a p ita l  

at the end o f  16 5 , and th e  commentary o f  Liu Chao to  

t h is  passage, quotes from the Hou Han shu  o f  Yuan Shan-

36.

f t * . had a lso  been

sung

passage quc

o f  th e fourth  cen tu ry , which preserved  

an account o f  th e  memorial o f  remonstrance sen t in  as 

a response to  th es^  phenomena by Chfen Fan and ’Liu 

C hih-m ou'l^, v ĵ . The commentator Hui Tung

remarks th a t ’Liu Chlh-mou* must be an e r r o r , and he 
su g g ests  th a t the phrase r e fe r s  to  the two o f f i c i a l s ,

Liu Chü and Liu Mou. In th e  l i g h t  o f  the arguments 

above, however, i t  seems more reasonable to  regard the  

ch aracter Chih as an error o f  a d d it io n , and to  accept 

the memorial as one w r itte n  j o in t ly  by Ch’en Fan and 

Liu Mou. The t e x t  as i t  i s  quoted con ta in s no s p e c i f i c  

re feren ce  to  Liu Chih and Ch’eng Chin: i t  may be an 

e x tr a c t  from the memorial in  t h e ir  favou r, or i t  may 

be a more gen era l rem onstrance; but i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  

to  observe th a t the argument r e l i e s  h e a v ily  upon 

warnings from omens and p o r te n ts . ^

The G en era l-in -C h ief Liang Chi "Ty X# , brother o f  the  

Empress nee Liang o f  Emperor Shun mid o f  the Empress nee 

Liang o f  Emperor Huan, had been the e f f e c t iv e  r u le r  o f
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th e  em pire u n t i l  h is  o verth row  by a coup d 'e t a t  o f  

Emperor Huan in  159* L iang  Chi com m itted s u i c i d e ,  many 

o f  h is  fam ily  and c l i e n t s  w ere k i l l e d ,  and o th e rs  were 

s e n t  to  c o n v ic t s e rv ic e  o r  e x i le d .
j.

Sun Shou , th e  w ife  o f  L iang  C h i, com m itted

s u ic id e  w ith  h e r  husband  in  159. Her r e l a t i v e s  had

sh a re d  in  th e  fo rm er p r o s p e r i ty  o f  th e  L iang fam ily  

and had been n o to r io u s  f o r  t h e i r  ex tra v ag an ce  and 

c r u e l ty .  See HHS 3^ ( lieh-ohuan  2U ), l i b  f f . ,  t r a n s l a t e d  

by T fu n g - ts u  C h 'u , Han S o c ia l S tr u c tu re ,  e d i te d  by Jack  

L. D u ll ( S e a t t l e ,  1 9 7 2 ), p . 1+72.

K 'ou J u n g w a s  a man^of fam ily  from th e  

n o r th e rn  commandery Shang-ku , who had  made

enem ies among th e  eunuchs o f  th e  p a la c e  b ecau se  o f  h is  

snobbery . Some tim e in  th e  e a r ly  l 6 0 s , he was s la n d e re d  
by th e  eunuchs and f l e d  i n to  e x i l e .  A f te r  s e v e ra l  

y e a rs  he r e tu r n e d  and s e n t  in  a p e t i t i o n  fo r  m ercy, 

b u t he was a r r e s t e d  and e x e c u te d  and h is  fam ily  was 

reduced  to  p o v e rty  and r u in  (HHS 16 ( lieh-chuan  6 ) ,
22a f f . ).

The r e l a t i v e s  o f  th e  Empress nee Teng o f  Emperor 

Huan had r i s e n  to  p r o s p e r i ty  in  th e  p e r io d  a f t e r  h e r  

en thronem ent in  159 , b u t when she was d ism issed  in  165 

h e r  co u sin s  Teng W a n -s h ih ^ f t  'tiL t and Teng Hui

were e x e c u te d  and o th e r  members o f  th e  fam ily  w ere ^ 

im p riso n ed  and d ism isse d  (HHS 10B, 7 a ) . On L iang 

C h i, Sun Shou and th e  Teng fa m ily , see  a ls o  de C resp ig n y , 

'The Harem o f  Emperor H uanT, p p .1 7 -1 8 , 19 and 2 k .

In  159 , a f t e r  th e  ov erth ro w  o f  L iang  C h i, th e  eunuchs who



38. Yung-p’in g x ,^ .^

4 h

had a s s i s t e d  th e  em peror in  h i s  coup were a l l  igw arded  

w ith  m arquis a te  s . The ju n io r  o f f i c i a l  Li Yün 

s e n t  in  a m em orial p r o te s t in g  a g a in s t  t h i s  p o l ic y .  The 

em peror was fu r io u s  a t  "both th e  c r i t i c i s m  and th e  te rm s 

in  w hich i t  was e x p re s s e d , and L i Yün was a r r e s t e d  and 

s e n t  to  p r is o n .  Many o f f i c i a l s  in te r c e d e d  fo r  h im , and 

one man, Tu C h u n g * asked  t h a t  he sh o u ld  sh a re  Li 

Yün’s pun ishm en t. D esp ite  a l l  p r o t e s t s ,  th e  em peror 

rem ained  adam an t, and b o th  Li Yün and Tu Chung were 

e x e c u te d . See HHS 57 ( lieh-chuan  U7) ,  1 0 b - l l a ,  de 

C resp ig n y , » P o l i t i c a l  P r o te s t  in  Im p e r ia l  C h in a ’ , p . 10 

and n o te  11 , and ’The Second Y ear o f  Y e n - h s i ',  pp . 1 6 -7 .
^  was th e  r e ig n  p e r io d  o f  Emperor Ming 

o f  L a te r  H!an, 58-75 A.D.
On th e  m ora l and l e g a l  o b l ig a t io n s  f o r  e x e c u tio n s  

a t  a p p ro p r ia te  seaso n s under th e  Han d y n a s ty , see 

A .F .P . H ulsew e, Remnants o f  Han Laws In trodu ctory  S tu d ies  

and an Annotated T ran sla tion  o f  Chapters 22 and 23 o f  

the H istory o f  the Former Han Dynasty (L e id e n , 1955)» 

pp . 103-9 . I t  seems very  l i k e l y  t h a t  H siang  K’a i ’s 

c i t a t i o n  o f  th e  Y ung-p’in g  p e r io d  r e f e r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

to  H ulsew e’s item  8 on ja. 105: in  Y u n g -p 'in g  1 th e  

m in is te r  Fan Shu and o th e rs  recommended t h a t

’punishm ent sh o u ld  w a it  u n t i l  th e  months o f  atuum n, in  

o rd e r  to  co n firm  to  th e  em anation  o f  th e  s e a s o n s ’ , and 

t h i s  recom m endation was approved  by Emperor Ming, 

p resum ably  in  th e  form o f  an e d i c t  (HHS 32 ( tieh-chuan  

2 2 ) ,  3b-U a).
The e s s e n t i a l  p o in t  o f  th e  system  was th a t

6 l



c r im in a l ca se s  in v o lv in g  c a p i t a l  punishm ent were 

supposed  to  he c le a r e d  up by th e  end o f  v i n t e r  and 

b e fo re  th e  l i f e - g i v i n g  months o f  s p r in g .  H siang K’a i ,  

how ever, i s  a l s o  r a i s i n g  a n o th e r  im p o rta n t p o in t :  t h a t  

where any case  in v o lv in g  a  c a p i t a l  crim e p re s e n ts  room 

fo r  d o u b t, th e re  sh o u ld  be a s p e c ia l  rev iew  b e fo re  f i n a l  

punishm ent i s  a p p l ie d .

A ccord ing  to  H siang  Kfa i fs co n tem porary , th e

b ^  rj\  '

were supposed  to  send  t h e i r  c h ie f  p ro s e c u to r s  to  th e  

c a p i t a l  to  c o n s u l t  w ith  e x p e r ts  in  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  

Commandant o f  J u s t i c e  ( th e  m in is te r  re p o n s ib le  fo r  

l e g a l  a d m in is tr a t io n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n )  on any d o u b tfu l 

p o in ts  c o n ce rn in g  s e r io u s  c a se s  (see  Cheng Hsiian’s

th e  p ro v in c  i s , th e r e  was p ro v is io n  fo r

t r a v e l l i n g  in v e s t ig a t o r s  s e n t  o u t by v a r io u s  s e n io r  

o f f ic e r s  in  lo c a l  governm ent to  check on th e  j u d i c i a l  

p ro cee d in g s  o f  low er c o u r ts  (H ulsew e, Remnants o f  Han 

LaWj pp. 81-3  and 86) .  S en tence m igh t be p a sse d  a t  any 

tim e o f  th e  y e a r ,  b u t punishm ent was d e lay ed  u n t i l  t h i s  

f u r th e r  check had been  made.

H siang Kfa i ,  how ever, c la im s t h a t  th e  system  o f  

rev iew  was th e n  m a in ta in e d  on ly  in  th e  m ost c u rso ry  

fa sh io n  and t h a t  th e  r e g u la t io n s  were f r e q u e n t ly  

ig n o re d  fo r  q u i te  t r i v i a l  r e a s o n s . As a r e s u l t ,  some 

p r is o n e r s  were l e f t  in  j a i l  w ith o u t b e in g  e i t h e r  

p u n ish ed  o r r e le a s e d ,  w h ile  on o th e r  o c c a s io n s  lo c a l

commentary 9 , 22a ) .  M oreover, w ith in



39 .

k o .

Ul.

o f f i c i a l s  took  th e  law  in to  t h e i r  own hands and k i l l e d  

t h e i r  s u sp e c ts  w ith o u t p ro p e r  t r i a l  o r any r e fe re n c e  

to  h ig h e r  a u th o r i ty .

A ccord ing  to  Chinese t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  founder o f  th e  

Chou d y n a s ty , known by h is  posthumous t i t l e  King Wen

^  , had  one c h ie f  w ife  c a l le d  T 'a i - s s u j ^ ^ l ; , ^  •

She bo re  him te n  s o n s , o f  whom th e  second  became th e  

co n q u erin g  King Wu and th e  fo u r th  was th e  sage 

re g e n t Duke o f  Chou (SC 35, l a - b ,  t r a n s l a t e d

by E. C havannes, Les memoires h is to r iq u e s  de Se-ma 

T s'ierij 5 v o ls .  ( P a r i s ,  189 5 -1 9 0 5 ), IV , pp . 152 -3 .

In  f a c t ,  as we have o b se rv ed  in  n o te  22 above , t h i s  

comment i s  n o t  q u i te  f a i r :  Emperor Huan had th r e e  

d a u g h te rs . H siang KTa i !s p o in t ,  how ever, was t h a t  a 

son was n e c e s sa ry  fo r  th e  s u c c e s s io n ,  and fo r  t h i s  
pu rpose  d au g h te rs  m igh t as w e ll  n o t e x i s t .  Compare 

th e  second  o f  H siang K1a i 1s m em o ria ls , a t  n o te  6 7 , 

w here he e x p re s se s  h im s e lf  s t i l l  more f o r c e f u l ly .

The C h w g -s s u ^ ^ J j^ > l o c u s t 1 Ode, No. 5 o f  th e  Odes 

o f  Chou and th e  South 5 ^uo f en9 ) ^ j
s e c t io n  o f  Shih ohing, i s  t r a n s l a t e d  by L egge, The 
Chinese C la ss ic s , IV , pp . 1 1 -12 . Like o th e r  poems in  

t h i s  group o f  o d e s , i t  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  by com m entators 

as p r a i s e  fo r  th e  v i r t u e s  and f e r t i l i t y  o f  T ’a i - s s u ,  

th e  w ife  o f  King Wen (see  n o te  3 9 ) , and th e  f i r s t  v e rse  

ru n s :  Ye l o c u s t s ,  w inged t r i b e s ,

How harm oniously  you c o l l e c t  to g e th e r !

R ig h t i t  i s  t h a t  y o u r d e scen d an ts  

Should  be m u lt i tu d in o u s !
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42. HHS 107 (chih 17)» 21, and HHS 7, 12a, both record the
appearance of a dead dragon on Yeh-wang Mountain
in Ho-nei -ypj commandery: MS' 107 gives the date
as Yen-hsi T:6:jen-tzuy which was the thirteenth day
of the month, equivalent to 19.VII.l64; HHS 7 says 
that it appeared in the seventh month. Yeh-wang 
Mountain is a ridge of the Taihang Shan near the site 
of the Han prefecture of that name, now Qinyang 
in Honan.

43. HHS 7» 12a, records that on Yen-hsi 7:3:kuei-hai a
meteorite (yün-shiĥ jĵ  %  ) fell at H u ^ p .  . HHS 102
(chih 12), 6b, says that one meteorite fell at Yu-fu-feng 

811 ̂ two ^u* All made a sound like
t him der.

In fact, there was no kuei-hai day in the third 
month of Yen-hsi 7» and it seems most likely that the 
date in both citations should be Yen-hsi 7 :2:kuei-hai, 
which is equivalent to 1.IV.164.

Hu was a prefecture in Yu-fu-feng commandery (HHS 
109 (chih 19), 26b), now Hu county in Shensi. Since 
HHS 102 distinguishes between the meteorite that fell 
at Yu-fu-feng and the two that fell at Hu, it is 
possible that the reference to Yu-fu-feng indicates 
the capital city of that commandery, situated in Huai- 

prefecture, now southeast of Xingping^^xp 
in Shensi. N

44. The commentary of Li Hsien to this passage quotes
from the Yi ohing > hexagram Ch’ien
commentary to ’Nine in the fifth place’, which is
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translated by Richard Wilhelm, The I Ching or Book 
of Changes, rendered into English by Cary F. Baynes,
2 vols. (London, 1951), I, p. 8, as 'Flying dragon in 
the heavens. It furthers one to see the great man.'
Li Hsien explains the phrase 'great man' as 'Son of 
Heaven'.

45. The Chi-ku-ko edition, followed by HHS ohi-ohieh,
refers here to Shih-wanĝ Ĵ ^ ^ , but the Po-na and 
Palace editions read Shih-huanĝ l'̂ f'̂  ̂ . The First 
Emperor of the Ch'in dynasty died at Sha-ch'iu 
in 210 B.C. The site of Sha-ch'iu is now northeast 
of Pingxiang $ fytb in Hopeh.

According to'Shih ohi 6, 27a-b, translated by 
Chavannes, Memoires historiques, II, pp. 183-4, in the 
year 211 an envoy of the emperor was entering the passes 
on his way to the capital, Hsien-yang (now
north of Xian^7j^- in Shensi). When he came to the 
territory of P'ing-shu in Hua-yin
prefecture (now Huayin in Sriensi), he met 
asked him to take a jade ring to the Lord of
Hao-ch'ih ^  , and told him also: 'This year,
the ancestral dragon (t s u - l u n g ^ ) will die'.
When the envoy attempted to question him further, the 
man disappeared, leaving behind only the jade ring.
When the envoy came to the capital and told his story 
to the court, it was found that the jade ring was the 
same one that the First Emperor had thrown into the 
Yangtse six years before. In the following year the 
First Emperor went on another tour of the eastern part
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o f  th e  em p ire , and he d ie d  on h is  way back to  th e  

c a p i t a l .

A n o th er, e v id e n t ly  l a t e r ,  v e rs io n  o f  t h i s  s to r y ,  

in  ES 2TB1, 33a-33b , g iv e s  th e  name o f  th e  envoy as 

Chang K’e jJ fs  811(1 say s  th a t  he met th e  Lord o f

Hua M ountain^|Rr r id in g  in  a p la in  c a r t  drawn

by a w h ite  ho rlse , t h a t  he was asked  to  ta k e  a l e t t e r  

to  th e  Lord o f  H a o -c h 'ih ,  and was given  th e  ja d e  r in g  

w ith  th e  same in fo rm a tio n  about th e  d ea th  o f  th e  

d ragon. The commentary o f  Li H sien to  t h i s  passag e  o f  

EES quo tes an ex ten d ed  v e rs io n  from th e  C h 'u n -c h 1iu  hou-

’L a te r  C hro n ic le  o f  S p rin g  and 

Autumn’ by Yüeh T z u “̂ ^  o f  th e  Chin d y n a s ty , a work 

t h a t  s u rv iv e s  now o n ly  in v frag m en ts . In  t h i s  a c c o u n t, 

i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  Chang K 'e went to  H a o -c h 'ih  and knocked 
w ith  an in s c r ib e d  s to n e  on a g re a t c a ta lp a  t r e e ,  

whereupon a m ag ica l p a la c e  ap p ea red . He d e l iv e r e d  

th e  l e t t e r  t o  th e  c u s to d ia n  o f  th e  g a te ,  and i t  

was th e n  t h a t  he was t o l d ,  'T h is  y e a r ,  th e  a n c e s t r a l  

dragon w i l l  d i e ’ .

H a o -c h 'ih ,  a ls o  w r i t t e n  ^  V ,  was e v id e n t ly  

a la k e  c lo se  to  H ao-ching  

c a p i t a l  o f  King Wu o f  Chou, ; 

as a p la c e  so u th w est o f  Xian in  S h e n s i. The 

com m entator Chang Y e n ^ ^ ^ ^ -  su g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  Lord 

o f  H a o -c h 'ih  was th e  s p i r i t  o f  King Wu, b u t Yen S h ih - 

ku d is c o u n ts  th e  su g g e s tio n  {ES 27B1, 33b).

For a v a r ia n t  v e rs io n  and a d is c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  

le g en d  by th e  s c h o la r  Wang Ch'ung o f  th e  f i r s t  c e n tu ry

, th e  le g e n d a ry  

^h i s  now i d e n t i f i e d
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A .D ., see  h is  Lun heng 2 2 , 8 a -9 b , t r a n s l a t e d  by F o rk e , 

pp. 2 3 0 -3 .

46. The second y e a r  o f  th e  T ’ie n -  p e r io d  o f

Wang Mang was e q u iv a le n t  to  15 A.D. The

f a l s e  s to r y  abdut a (y e llo w ) th e

sky and d ie d  in  th e  Huang-sh

to  15 A.D. The

m entioned  in  HS 99B, 30b, t r a n s l a t e d  by Dubs, H isto ry  

o f  the Former Han D ynasty3 I I I ,  pp . 351-2. S ince th e  

c o lo u r t h a t  Wang Mang had chosen f o r  h i s  r e ig n  was 

y e llo w , t h i s  p o r te n t  app ea red  e x tre m e ly  u n fa v o u ra b le , 

and Wang Mang made c o n s id e ra b le  e f f o r t s  to  f in d  ou t 

who had  s t a r t e d  i t .  In  t h i s ,  he was u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  

b u t i t  was p resum ably  th e  work o f  opponents w ith in  

th e  p a la c e  and th e  c a p i t a l ,  and i t  c e r t a in l y  

a t t r a c t e d  w id esp read  i n t e r e s t  among th e  p e o p le .
HHS 107 ( ohih  1 7 ) ,  2 b , quo tes H siang K’a i ’s comments 

on th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een dragons and em p ero rs , and 

a ls o  t h i s  in c id e n t  o f  th e  rumour in  th e  tim e o f  Wang 

Mang. However, where H siang K 'a i  in  l6 6  to o k  th e  r e p o r t  

o f  th e  dead dragon as a s ig n  o f  coming m isfo r tu n e  fo r  

th e  in d iv id u a l  Emperor Huan, th e  com p ile r o f  th e  

t r e a t i s e ,  Ssu-ma P ia o ,  w ith  th e  advan tage o f  h in d s ig h t  

i d e n t i f i e s  th e  p o r te n t  w ith  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  dynasty  

f i f t y  y e a rs  l a t e r .  Compare, on th e  o th e r  han d , th e  

commentary o f  L iu  Chao, who o b je c ts  t h a t  f i f t y  y e a rs  

i s  to o  lo n g  an i n t e r v a l  betw een th e  p o r te n t  and th e  

e v e n t .

47. The C h 'un-oh 'iu  c h ro n ic le  fo r  th e  s ix te e n th  y e a r  o f  Duke

(643 B . C . ) ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by Legge, The Chinese
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Classics3 V, pp. 170-1, refers to stones falling upon the 
state of Sung Jjr̂  and to six fish-hawks flying backwards 
past the capital. The Tso chuan text that accompanies 
this entry explains that the falling stones were 
actually stars [Insing ) and that the birds were 
being driven back by an exceptionally strong wind. Duke
Ilsiang

<L
of Sung, encouraged by a particular interpret­

ation of these portents, embarked on a series of 
diplomatic and military campaigns intended to gain him 
hegemony among all the rival states. In Hsi 21 (638 B.C.), 
however, he was taken prisoner, probably at the 
instigation of the ruler of Ch’u, during a conference 
of feudal lords, and although he was soon released his 
army was heavily defeated by the forces of Ch’u ^ e ^ i n  
the following year. He died in Hsi 23 (636 B.C.) (Legge, 
The Chinese Classics3 V, pp. 182-6).
The text here says that the meteorite fell in ’the 
eastern part’ [tung-pu 3 i.e. of the empire),
but SC 6, 26b-27a, translated by Chavannes, Memoires 
historiques, II, pp. 182-3, says that in 211 B.C. a 
falling star landed in Tung commandery ^ y  (the
region of western Shantung, near the Yellow River). It 
is said that some of the commoners carved an 
inscription on it: ’When the First Emperor dies, the 
empire will be divided'. The emperor had many people 
arrested and killed, and the stone was destroyed by 
fire, but it was recognised as an unfavourable omen, 
and was followed shortly by the incident of the Lord 
of Hua Mountain (see note 1+5). This meteorite in



Tung commandery i s  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  to  in  HS 27A1, 33b.

49. The tombs o f  th e  em perors o f  th e  Former Han d y n a s ty  

■were in  th e  o ld  c a p i t a l  d i s t r i c t  about C h 'ang-an

, in  Y u -fu -fe n g , T s o - p U n g - y i ^ ^ j ^ ^ M a n d  

C h ing -chao -y in  com m anderies. *

50. HHS 7 , 12b, says th a t  in  Y en-hsi 8 :4  (A pril-M ay 165)

th e  Yellow R iv e r ran  c lea j; in  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  
S>. ^ k  'w .

Chi-

i Yellow R iver  ran  cleaj; in  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  01 

. - y i n C h i - p e i ^ y ^ a n d  Tung com manderies. 

th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  abqut th e  same t im e , th e  

phenomenon was re p o r te d  from th e  same th r e e  commanderies 

and a ls o  from H siang K’a i ' s  n a t iv e  commandery o f  P ’in g -  

yüan. HHS 105 (ahih 1 5 ) ,  4 a , a ls o  re c o rd s  t h i s  p o r t e n t ,  

b u t m entions o n ly  C h i-p e i in  Y en-hsi 8 . (HHS 105 and

HHS 8 , 3b, a l s o  c la im  th a t  th e  Yellow R iv e r ran  c le a r  

in  th e  tim e o f  Emperor Ling a few y e a rs  l a t e r ,  in  th e  

s p r in g  o f  171 . )

The co u rse  o f  th e  Yellow R iv e r in  th e  second ce n tu ry  

A.D. was ap p ro x im ate ly  th e  same as i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  and 

th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  C h i-y in , Tung commandery, C h i-p e i 

and P 'in g -y u a n  la y  in  a rough l i n e  n o r th e a s t  a lo n g  th e  

r i v e r  in  th e  e a s te rn  p a r t  o f  p re s e n t-d a y  Shantung 

p ro v in c e .

One m ust sym path ise  w ith  H siang K’a i  in  h is  

s u r p r is e  a t  th e  r e p o r t s ;  i t  i s  h a rd  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  

th e y  were a c c u ra te .  The T r e a t i s e  o f  th e  F ive E lem ents 

in  HHS 105 fo llo w s  H siang K’a i ’s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  th a t  

fe u d a l lo rd s  may seek to  become em peror, b u t th en  

i n t e r p r e t s  i t  by re fe re n c e  to  th e  a c c e s s io n  o f^p n p e ro r 

L ing , form er M arquis o f  C h ie h -tu  V illa g e  ,



in the following year after the death of Emperor Huan. 
This seems, in fact, a milder explanation of the 
portent than Hsiang K ’ai might have proposed: his 
references to the feudal lords could be understood 
as a prophecy that the Han dynasty would be divided 
among the competing warlords, as in the reign of 
Emperor Hsien a generation later, and it is a little 
surprising that the treatise did not make more of 
this. Compare note b6.

51. According to HHS 7» 11a, on Yen-hsi 5:k:ohi-ssu the 
West Gate of the Imperial University (t'ai-hsüeh 

collapsed of its own accord. There was no 
ohi-ssu day in the fourth month of Yen-hsi 5» but 
Yen-hsi 5:5:chi-ssu was 17.VI.l62. HHS 103 (chih 13),
12a, mentions this accident, and quotes Hsiang K ’ai’s 
comments, then relates the portent to the general
downfall of the Han empire.

as a scholar of the Yi ching, and he is referred to as 
one of the masters of the Book of Changes in HS 88, 9b- 
10a (see also Tjan Tjoe Som, Po hu t'ung, I, p. 85 and 
Table I). His biography is in HS 75, 6a-llb. (This 
Ching Fang of the middle first century B.C. should be 
distinguished from another scholar of the same name, 
also a master of the Yi ching school, who lived in the 
time of Emperor Wu. See the commentary of Yen Shih-ku 
to HS 88, 8b.)
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As an e x p e r t  in  p o r te n ts  and d iv i n a t i o n , Ching Fang 

was in v o lv ed  in  p o l i t i c a l  moves and p r o t e s t s  a g a in s t  th e

who dom inated th epow erfu l eunuch Shih  Hsien*

c o u r t o f  Emperor Yuan. Ching Fang was removed to  an 

appoin tm ent in  th e  p ro v in c e s  and was l a t e r  e x ec u ted . 

See Dubs, The H istory  o f  the Former Han Dynasty 3 I I ,  

pp. 297 and 330-1.

Ching Fang was th e  a u th o r  o f  s e v e ra l  works l i s t e d  

in  th e  T r e a t is e  o f  B ib lio g ra p h y  o f  Han shu^ in c lu d in g  a 

commentary to  th e  Book o f  Changes in  11 p ’ie n  (HS 30, 

2 a ) .  However, t h i s  Yi-ohuan /ffl Kw  does n o t appear 

in  th e  b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  t r e a t i s e s  o f  th e  Su i shu  o r  th e  

two T ’ang h i s t o r i e s .  The p re s e n t-d a y  e d i t io n  o f  th e  

Yi-chuan  ( a ls o  known as Ching Fang Yi-chuan  o r  Ching- 
sh ih  ^s^Y i-o h u a n )  t r a c e s  i t s  t e x t  h i s to r y  on ly  to  th e  
b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  t r e a t i s e  o f  th e  Sung sh ih  (206 , 2 7 a ). 

I t  now c o n ta in s  th r e e  chüan and has a commentary

a s c r ib e d  to  Lu Chi o f  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry  s t a t e------------------------------- ----------------------- . .
o f  Wu. (See a ls o  Wejß-hsien t 'u n g -k 'a o
by Ma T u a n - lin  o f  th e  Yuan d y n a s ty , 175 ,

pp . 1513-1^ in  th e  S h ih - t 'v n g  ^  ijjrj e d i t io n  o f  th e  

Commercial P r e s s ,  d^936~ and jS su zk 'tic h 'ü a n -sh u  tsung-mu

. = .  P P ' P 2 K -3 ,
Commercial P r e s s ,  1933 .)

However, in  h is  a r t i c l e  C hing-shih  Yi-ohuan oheng- 
y /v f 3 p u b lish e d  in  Chvng-kuo yü-wen-hsüehwei

y e n -c h iu j  Chung-hua shu -chü  K7f i l l (S h an g h a i,

1 9 3 5 ), PP* 7 -1 8 , Shen Yen-kuo j ^ j  a rgues t h a t

th e  p r e s e n t  t e x t  i s  a fo rg e ry  o f  th e  Susg p e r io d ,  and
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53.

5h.

that it bears small relationship to the original 
teachings of Ching Fang. As he points out, besides 
the biography and scholarly discussion of Ching Fang 
in Han shu, there are several quotations from the Yi- 
chuan scattered through Hou Han shu and other 
contemporary texts, and few of them bear close 
relationship to the present text.

The Shui-ching chu of Li Tao-yüan
^   ̂of the sixth century (5, 12a-b) has a 

slightly different version of this passage from Hsiaig 
K'ai*s memorial, though the quotation from the Yi-chian 
r e a d s ^  in 'tex'ts* These
characters, however, do not appear in the present te:t 
of Yi-chuan.
HHS 107 (chih 17)» 6b, and HHS 4, 10a, 6b, mention a 
plague in the spring of Yen-hsi 4 (l6l). The commentary 
of Liu Chao to HHS 107 quotes from the T'ai-kung liu-t'ao 

> a vork ascribed to Lü Wang >
legendary-minister of the early Chou dynasty, which 
suggests that one cause of plague among the people i> 
the love of their ruler for expensive palaces paid f)r 
by heavy taxation (of. Liu-t'ao 3, 15a-l6a).
Legge, The Chinese Classics, V, pp. 833-5, gives the 
text and translation of the Ch'un-ch'iu chronicle for 
the fourteenth year of Duke Ai (1+80 B.C.), whici
records how in the spring of that year, some hunters in 
the west of Lu^captured a • According to tie
Kung-yang i  commentary and the K'ung-tzu chia-jü 

^  1 ^ » l6b-17a, the latter of which is
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55.

56.

57.

t r a n s l a t e d  "by Legge, th e  an im al was b ro u g h t to  

C o n fu c iu s , who s a id :  ' I t  i s  a l in .  Why has i t  come?

Why has i t  come? Then he w e p t, and e x p la in e d . ’The l in  
comes ConlyH when th e re  i s  an i n t e l l i g e n t  k in g . Now 

i t  h as  ap p ea red  when i t  i s  n o t th e  tim e fo r  i t  to  do s o ,  

and i t  has been in ju r e d .  T his i s  why I  was so much 

a f f e c t e d . ’

The c a p tu re  o f  th e  l in  i s  th e  l a s t  e v e n t re c o rd e d  

in  th e  C h'iw -ch’iu ,  and t r a d i t i o n  c la im s th a t  i t  was 

th e  appearance o f  t h i s  s a c re d  b e a s t  w hich in s p i r e d  

C onfucius to  compose th e  c h ro n ic le .

On th e  sc h o o l o f  th e  T a o is t  m a ste rs  Kan Chi ,

whose surname a ls o  ap p ea rs  as Yü ^  , and Kling Ch’ung

^  > and th e  T 'a i-p 'in g  ah’in g - lin g  'J[\
’The Book o f  G reat Peace and Pure G u i'dance ',

see below  and n o te s  80 and 8 l .

P u - k u ^ b / ^ ^  r e f e r s  to  th e  C hinese cuckoo {shih-^  
chiu r t^  ) ,  auenlus oanoris. H s i - h s ir f ^
i s  a g e n e ra l name fo r  th e  c r i c k e t .

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a p p re c ia te  what H siang Kfa i  was 

d e s c r ib in g  h e r e ,  o r  w hether i t  b e a rs  any r e l a t i o n  to  

a s tro n o m ic a l r e a l i t y .  HHS 102 (ahih 1 2 ) ,  3 a , n o te s  

t h a t  in  Y en-hsi 9 :6 :jen -hsu  ( l9 .V I I . l6 6 )  Venus 

t r a v e l l e d  in to  th e  lu n a r  m ansion Y ü -k u e i^ ^ '^ jj^  ’The 

C h a rio t o f  th e  S p i r i t s ’ , w hich i s  th e  W estern Y> <5, 

n and 0 C a n c r ii  (S c h le g e l ,  p . ^35; Ho, p . 103).

T his o b se rv a tio n  acco rds w ith  modern c a lc u la t io n s  (see  

F ig u re  3 ) ,  b u t th e re  i s  no m ention in  th e  t r e a t i s e  o f  any 
a p p a re n t n o rth w ard  movement, n o r o f  Venus d is a p p e a r in g
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and then reappearing.
There are two possible astronomical explanations 

of Hsiang K faifs statement about the northward movement 
of Venus, though neither is really satisfactory. First, 
as Hsiang K ’ai was evidently presenting his memorial 
in late June or early July (see note 58), Venus (and 
the sun) would have shown a northward movement on the 
horizon until the summer solstice on 21 June, although 
this was extremely slight and probably undetectable.

Second, it may be that Hsiang K'ai was observing 
the movement in declination of the planet relative to 
the sun due to the inclination of Venus*s orbit in 
relation to the ecliptic plane (a maximum of 3.39° north 
or south of the sun). Since Venus completes an orbit 
in eight months, during any four months of continual 
observations the planet could appear to move some 
six or seven degrees between extreme south and north.
This is a very gradual change, and it is, of course, a 
regular phenomenon.

Modern calculations of Venusfs orbit, which can 
only be regarded as approximate, suggest that at the 
beginning of June 166 Venus was some ^5° back from 
the ascending node (the point at which the orbit of 
Venus crosses the ecliptic). At that time, therefore, 
Venus would have been moving north along the eastern 
horizon morning after morning, and this process continued 
during June. By the end of June or the beginning of 
July, Venus had continued this northward movement for 
two months, and it is possible that this effect of



o r b i t a l  in c l i n a t io n  may have combined w ith  th e  p e r io d  

o f  th e  s o l s t i c e  to  e x a g g e ra te  th e  appearance o f  

n o rth w ard  movement a t  t h i s  tim e .

W ith re g a rd  to  th e  ’r e a p p e a ra n c e ',  th e  p o s i t io n  i s  

e q u a l ly  u n c e r ta in .  Venus a t  t h i s  tim e was a m orning 

s t a r  on th e  e a s te r n  h o r iz o n  in  c lo se  p ro x im ity  to  th e  

su n , b u t was moving lo w er each  day as i t  came c lo s e r  

to  a p o s i t io n  o f  s u p e r io r  c o n ju n c tio n  (on th e  o p p o s ite  

s id e  o f  th e  sun to  E a r th )  and th u s  to  a p e r io d  o f  

i n v i s i b i l i t y  ( a f t e r  w hich i t  w ould re a p p e a r  as an 

even ing  s t a r ) .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  on some m orn ings, 

when o b s e rv a tio n s  were im peded by d u s t haze o r  o th e r  

a tm o sp h eric  c o n d i t io n s ,  Venus may have been  re n d e re d  

i n v i s i b l e  by th e  g la re  o f  th e  su n , and when c o n d itio n s  

im proved th e  p la n e t  th e n  re a p p e a re d , s t i l l  as a m orning 
s t a r  in  th e  e a s t ,  a few days l a t e r .  S ince th e  T re a t is e  

o f  A stronom y, as c i t e d  above, r e f e r s  to  o b s e rv a tio n  o f  

Venus on 19 J u ly ,  i t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  th e  p la n e t  d id  n o t 

f u l l y  d isa p p e a r  from th e  m orning sky u n t i l  l a t e r  in  

t h a t  month.
58. By th e  tim e o f  th e  L a te r  Han d y n a s ty , C hinese astronom ers 

had  o b ta in e d  e s t im a te s  fo r  th e  synod ic  p e r io d  o f  th e  

v i s i b l e  p la n e ts  which were v e ry  c lo se  to  th e  t r u e  v a lu e s  

(se e  Needham, Science and C iv ilisa tio n  in  China, I I I ,  

p . 1+01 and n o te  30) and i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  H siang 

K 'a i  was a b le  to  judge a c c u ra te ly  when th e  p la n e t  was 

due to  ap p ea r. At th e  end o f  June and e a r ly  J u ly  o f  

l6 6  Mars was j u s t  becom ing v i s i b l e  in  th e  e a r ly  m orning 

c lo se  to  th e  h o r iz o n ,  h av in g  been o b scu red  by th e  sun
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in daylight during previous months (see Figure 2).
The planet, however, would have appeared extremely 

faint, since it was on the far side of the sun, almost 
at maximum distance from Earth. Since this was the 
time of the summer solstice, it is very possible that 
Mars was too faint to be observed with the naked eye 
against the morning light, and Hsiang K'ai had some 
justification for his remarks.

HHS 102 {ohih 12), 3a, notes that on Yen-hsi 9:7: 
yi-wei (21.VIII.l66) Mars travelled into Yü-kuei (in 
Western Cancer) and then into Chih-hsing ^  'The 
Essence', which is the Nebula of Cancer (Schlegel, pp. 
437-8). The prognostication for this portent was 
linked with the appearance of Venus in Yü-kuei one
month earlier (note 57), and was explained as a sign 
of mourning and the killing of ministers. In fulfilment
of the portent, the treatise refers to the cases of Liu 
Chih and Ch'eng Chin (see the Introduction, pp. 3-5 and 
note 3l+) and also to the faction incident, the seizure 
of power by the eunuchs and the proscription of Emperor 
Ling. (The Astronomical. Treatise of Chin shu 11, 15b, 
translated by Ho, p. 103, describes the Nebula of Cancer 
by the name Chi-shih^^  ̂  'Accumulated Corpses' or 
Fu-ehih *^xe Execution', and notes that it
governs death, mburning, sacrifices to the dead and 
state executions; this agrees with the interpretation 
of the Treatise of Astronomy in Hou Han shu.)

The fact that Hsiang K'ai referred to Mars not 
appearing at the proper time indicates that this



memorial was submitted no earlier than late June or 
early July of 166, while his failure to cite the 
portent of the two planets invading the Yu-kuei 
constellation seems to provide a terminus post quern 
for his observations. On this basis, it is most 
likely that his two memorials were presented to the 
throne in mid-summer, the fifth Chinese month of 
Yen-hsi 9.

59- The commentary of Li Hsien identifies the 1Virtuous Star*

sentence thus appears as another reference to the 
movements of Jupiter in the T rai-wei enclosure earlier 
in the year (see 29).

Needham, Science and Civilisation in Chinas III, 
pp. 1+22-3, gives examples of the use of the term te-hsing 
as a reference to the phenomena of ’earth-shine’, when 
the sunlit earth illumines by reflection the unlighted 
part of the moon. It does not seem possible that the 
term should have this significance here.

60. On the execution of Li Yün and Tu Chung in 159, see note 
37.

61. HHS 7, 12a, and HRS 108 {chih l8), 7b, refer to an 
eclipse of the sun on Yen-hsi Q:l:ping-shen (28.II.l65). 
This observation is confirmed by Oppolzer, being 
eclipse no. 3291, which was visible in Lo-yang in the 
mid-afternoon of that day. The ping-shen day, however, 
was the last day of the month, not the first.

HHS 108 (chih l8), 7b, also refers to an eclipse 
of the sun on Yen-hsi 9:1\hsin-mao (l8.II.l66); the

) as the Year Star (Jupiter). This

77



62.

hsin-m ao  day was th e  f i r s t  day o f  th e  month. HHS 7 , 

l 4 a ,  has th e  d a te  as Y en-hsi 9 : l : h s in - h a i^  b u t h s in -h a i  

If, i s  e v id e n t ly  an e r r o r  fo r  hsin-m ao  

HlfS '108 o b se rv es  t h a t  t h i s  e c l ip s e  was n o t v i s ib l e  in  

Lo-yang, b u t i t  was r e p o r te d  from th e  p ro v in c e s ,  a 

s ta te m e n t w hich f i t s  w e ll  w ith  O p p o lz e r 's c a lc u la t io n  

(no. 329*0 t h a t  t h i s  was a  p a r t i a l  e c l i p s e ,  v i s i b l e  in  

China on ly  in  th e  e a r ly  m orning.

L iu  P ing  , son o f  Emperor S h u n , came to

th e  th ro n e  on th e  d ea th  o f  h i s  f a th e r  in  l4 4 . He was 

th e n  aged tw o , b u t he d ie d  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  

fo llo w in g  y e a r .  His posthum ous t i t l e  was Chung ,

w ith  th e  p r e f ix  H siao ' F i l i a l '  which was common 

to  a l l  b u t th e  found ing  em perors o f  Han (HHS 6 , l4 b -  

1 5 a ).
L iu  T s u a n | |  I , a d escen d an t o f  Emperor Chang

o f  L a te r  Han J  was C h o s e n  fo r  th e  su c c e ss io n  by th e  

G e n e ra l- in -C h ie f  L iang Chi and h i s  s i s t e r  th e  Em press- 

Dowager nee L iang . He was e ig h t  y e a rs  o ld  when he came 

to  th e  th ro n e  and he d ie d  in  th e  m iddle o f  th e  fo llo w in g  

y e a r .  I t  was b e l ie v e d  by many t h a t  he was p o iso n ed  by 

L iang Chi (HHS 6 , l 8 a ,  and HHS 34 ( lie h -c h u a n  2 4 ) ,  10b). 

His posthumous t i t l e  was H s ia o -c h ih  . He was 

succeeded  by th e  c h i ld  Emperor Huan.

63 . H sia  Yü was a c e le b r a te d  h e ro  and s tro n g  man 

o f  th e  s t a t e  "of W ey^j?^ in  th e  C h 'u n -c h 'iu  p e r io d  

(SC 79 , 6a and 2 1 a ).

As th e  commentary o f  Li H sien to  t h i s  p assag e  in  

HHS rem ark s, th e re  i s  no c l e a r  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  c a re e r
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o f  Shen H siu  • The C h 'in g  s c h o la r  Hui Tung,

how ever, draws a t t e n t io n  to  th e  commentary o f  Li Shan 

jfas' o f  T fang to  th e  Tung-hsiao  | ****
by Wang Pao o f  ^he c e n tu ry

hsüan IT , 20b-21a (SPTK e d i t io n  o f  L iu -ch 'e n  chu Wen-hsuan 

^CjL% )• Wang Pao m entions th e  names Yü

$ $  and Po Shan e x p la in s  Yü as an a n c ie n t

v a r ia n t  form o f  Yü , th e  p e rs o n a l  name o f  .Hsia, Yü;Va r ia n t  iu n ri u i  i u  ^  ,  -----  --------------- --------------- .

and he th e n  q u o te s  from th e  Hsia-Po tsan  J|] 

o f  Lu Chi o f  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry  A .D ., whicl

r e f e r s  to  Shen Po

s t r e n g th  and courage .

as a r i v a l  o f  H sia  Yü in

,The Hsia-Po tsan  i s  no lo n g e r  

p re s e rv e d  among th e  c o l le c te d  works o f  Lu C hi, e .g .

SPTK e d i t i o n . )  From t h i s ,  Hui Tung su g g e s ts  t h a t  Shen 

H siu  may be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  le g e n d a ry  Shen Po.

Nan-kung Wan^r^ , a h ig h  o f f i c e r  o f

th e  s t a t e  o f  Sung , was in s u l t e d  by Duke Min 

o f  Sung and th e r e f o r e  k i l l e d  him. The a s s a s s in a t io n  

i s  d a te d  682 o r^ 6 8 l B .C ., and i s  d e sc r ib e d  in  Ch'un- 

o h 'iu  (Chuang^J-^ 1 2 ) ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by Legge, The Chinese 
C la ss ic s3 V, p . 89 , and in  SC 38 , 11a and 1+2, 6 a , 

t r a n s l a t e d  by C havannes, Memoires h is to r iq u e s , IV , pp. 

233 and l+6l.

P /en g  Sheng

f-, , a nobleman o f  th e  s t a t e  o f

C h ' i ^ r ^  » k i l l e d  Duke Huan o f  Lu ^  c ru sk in g

him i n j h i s  arm s. The a s s a s s in a t io n  was o rd e re d  by Duke 

H siang ^ ^ o f  C h 'i ,  who had e s ta b l i s h e d  in c e s tu o u s  

r e l a t i o n s  w ith  h is  younger s i s t e r  who was th e  w ife  o f  

Duke Huan o f  Lu, and th e  ev en t i s  d a te d  6 9 b o r  693 B.C.
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64.

I t  i s  d e s c r ib e d  in  C h 'im -ch ’iu  (Huan 1 8 ) , t r a n s l a t e d  by 

Legge, The Chinese C la ss ic s> V, pp. 7 0 -1 , and in  SC l 4 , 

23b; 32, 5b; 33 , 11a; 4 2 , 6a ; th e  l a s t  th r e e  c i t a t i o n s  

a re  t r a n s l a t e d  by C havannes, Memoires h is to r iq u e s 3 IV, 

p p . 43 , 109 and 460.

was one o f  th e  g r e a t  w a r r io r s  in

<n c /  -I—  —

a t  th e  end

Jen  P i ^
/y  I

th e  s e rv ic e  o f  King Wu o f  Ch’

o f  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry  B.C. (SC 5^ 2 8 a ," t r a n s la t e d  by 

C havannes, Memoires h is to r iq u e s , I I ,  p . 7 6 , and SC 71 , 

3 b .)

T a - c h i w a s  th e  w ife  o f  th e  le g e n d a ry  King^Chou 

» l a s t  r u l e r  o f  th e  Yin (fo rm e rly  Shang f&J ) 

d y n as ty . Her lo v e  o f  lu x u ry  and h e r  p r id e  encouraged  

Chou in  h i s  m is ru le  o f  th e  em p ire , and when th e  Yin

65.

dynasty  was overthrow n by King Wu o f  Chou )\
T a-ch i was p u t to  d ea th  {SC 3 , 10b and 13a, t r a n s l a t e d  

by Chavannes, Memoires h is to r iq u e s , I ,  pp . 199 and 207 , 

and SC 49 , l a ) .

The commentary o f  Li H sien q u o te s  from th e  E sin  hsü
& o f  L iu  H siang 

p h ilo so p h e r  Tzu-chang

V ^

% W )
nB

o f  Former Han: th e  

& went to  v i s i t  Duke Ai o f

b u t was re c e iv e d  w ith o u t p ro p e r  c o u rte sy .

He s a id  to  th e  duke, ’You l i k e  s c h o la rs  and gentlem en 

in  th e  same way th a t  th e  Duke o f  S h e -^ "  l ik e d  d ra g o n s ’ . 

He th e n  to l d  th e  s to r y  o f  how th e  Duke o f  She was 

ex trem ely  fond o f  dragon f ig u re s  fo r  d e c o ra tio n  in  h is  

p a la c e ,  b u t when a r e a l  dragon o f  th e  sky h e a rd  about 

t h i s  and came to  v i s i t  She th e  duke was co m p le te ly  

t e r r i f i e d  (Esin  hsü 5» l4 a - b ) .
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66. The phrase t’ien-hsing ’punishment of heaven'

6 7.

68.

is a reference to castration.
At this point, Hsiang K ’ai is raising the possibility 
of sympathetic magic: just as the rulers' love for war 
brought out fighting men in the time of the Chou 
dynasty, and the imitation dragons of She caused a 
real dragon to come down, so it may be that the favours 
which Emperor Huan shows to the emasculated servants 
of his harem are causing the male yang force in the 
palace to decline and discourage the production of male 
children.
Tzu-kung ^  'The Purple Palace' is a reference to
the enclosure Tzu-wei yuan £ If , a ring of
stars in the northern part of the sky extending through 
the Western constellations Draco, Ursa Major, Cepheus 
and Cameleopardis (Schlegel, pp. 508 ff. and Ho, p. 71)•
The enclosure surrounds the North Celestial Pole, and 
Chinese astrology identified it with the emperor's dwelling 
place and the imperial, throne. As Hsiang K'ai remarks, 
however, no stars in this constellation are identified 
with eunuch officials. %

In Chinese astronomy, the H u a n - o h e ^ ^ y ^ ‘ 'Eunuch' 
stars are the four small stars known in the West as 32, 

and 37 Ophiuci and 60 Herculis (Ho, p. 85; of.
Schlegel, p. 519). In Han times, these stars were 
regarded as part of the 'Enclosure of the Celestial 
Market' (T'ien-shih yuan -jZ pb or Shih-yüan),
which included stars from the'Western constellations of 
Corona Borealis, Serpens, Ophiucus, Aquila and Herculis,
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a l l  a rra n g e d  about th e  s t a r  a H e rc u l i s ,  w hich i s  
i d e n t i f i e d  as T i - t s o j / J *  '!

(Ho, pp . Qh-5). ' T  / *

fThe Im p e r ia l Throne*

The commentary o f  Li H sien q u o tes  from th e  Shan- 
yang kung t s a i - c h i  ^ 'fyfo ) ] \ IpL ’The P a r a l l e l

Annals o f  th e  Duke o f  Shan-yang* ( i . e .  o f  Emperor H sien 

o f  L a te r  Han a f t e r  h is  d e p o s it io n  by T s 'a o  P ' i  ,

f i r s t  em peror o f  Wei, in  220) by Yüeh Tzu^jj!^7J |  o f  

th e  Chin d y n as ty . T h is t e x t  makes th e  same comment on 

th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  eunuch s t a r s  in  th e  h e a v e n s , and 

draws th e  same m oral as does H siang K’a i .

69. On th e  t i t l e  Ch’ang-po/'^C’ as c h ie f  m in is te r  in  

th e  government o f  th e  cdou d y n a s ty , see th e  L i cheng 

1 £ £ >  c h a p te r  o f  Shu ching3 t r a n s l a t e d  in  Legge,

The Chinese C la ss ic s , I I I ,  p . 508 (where th e  t i t l e  
i s  re n d e re d  ’p r e s id e n t* ) .

TO. On th e  s a c r i f i c e s  made by Emperor Huan to  th e  sage 

L ao -tzu  a t  H u ^ ^  p r e f e c tu r e  in  165 and 166 ,

and th e  s p e c ia l  ceremony in  h is  p a la c e  a t  Lo-yang to

th e  com bination  d e i ty  Huang-Lao c h ü n ^ p  (Huang-

t i ^ ^ 7 } &  ( th e  Yellow Emperor) p lu s  L a o - tz u ) ,  see

de Crespligny, ’The Harem o f  Emperor H u an ', pp . 3I+-I+2 , 

and Anna K. S e id e l ,  La d iv in is a t io n  de Lao Tseu dans le  
Taoisme des Han (P u b lic a t io n s  de l 'E c o le  F ra n g a ise  

d 'E x tre m e-O rien t LXXI, P a r i s ,  1 9 6 9 ), pp . 36-1+3.

The an n a ls  o f  Emperor Huan and th e  T r e a t i s e  o f  

S a c r i f i c e s ,  HHS 7> ll+b, and HHS 98 ( ch ih  8 ) ,  8b , 

d e sc r ib e  th e  ceremony on ly  as a  s a c r i f i c e  to  Huang- 

Lao o r L a o -tz u . In  th e  D iscu ssio n  o f  HHS 7 , 15b ,
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71.

however, i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  th e  Buddha was a l s o  w orsh ipped . 

HHS 7 g ives  th e  c h a r a c te r s  fo r  th e  Buddha a s ; 

t h i s  memorial o f  H siang K’ a i  h a s ^ p ^ ^ ’ : B e rn h a rd ' 

K a r lg re n ,  Grammata Sevioa Reoensa (S tockholm, 1957) ,  

g ives  th e  sounds o f  th e  c h a r a c te r s  as b ' fo g /b  'ig.u/fou; 

d ’o / d ’u o / t ’u and d 'o /d 'u o / t 'u  (n o s .  1233b ,  64a and

451).
For o th e r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  and d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  

p a rag raph  and th e  t e x t ,  see  P e l l i o t  in  BEFEO 6 , pp. 

3Ö7-9, Z ü rch e r ,  The Buddhist Conquest o f  China3 I ,  

up. 37 -8 ,  and Lu Ssu-mien ^h’in-Han shih

__ (S hangha i,  19 4 7 ) ,  p .  828 .

On th e ^ s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  Hsiang K 'a i ' s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  

th e o ry  o f  L a o - t z u ’s co n v ers io n  o f  th e  b a r b a r i a n s  (hua-hu 

A Y  1 Pt\ )> see Z ü rch e r ,  The Buddhist Conquest o f  China> 
I ,  pp. 290 f f .  The e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  leg en d  

i s  in  th e  b io g rap h y  o f  L ao - tzu  in  SC 6l , 2 b -3 a ,  which 

t e l l s  how th e  sage l e f t  China fo r  th e  la n d s  o f  th e  

w es t .  At th e  r e q u e s t  o f  a f r o n t i e r  guard  he w rote  

down th e  e ssen ce  o f  h i s  ; te a q h in g s ,  th e  t e x t  which i s  now

b u t  ’no-one knowsknown as Tao-te ohing

where he d i e d ' .  P e l l i o t  in  BEFEO 6 ,  p .  388 n o te  1 ,  

p o in t s  ou t t h a t  t h i s  s to r y  p ro b ab ly  d a te s  from only  a 

s h o r t  time b e fo re  Ssu-ma C h ' i e n ’s co m p ila t io n  o f  Shih 
ohi i n  th e  second c e n tu ry  B.C. The book o f  Chuang tzu  

r e f e r s  to  th e  de^ th  o f  L ao - tzu  (ch . 3, p. 19 ,

in  Chuang-tzu ohi-ohiph  
H s i e n - c h ' i e n ^  ^  

ohu 19 ,  l b ,  r e f e r s  to ’

e d i t i o n  o f  Wang

, P ek in g ,  1 954 ) ,  and Shui ohing 
a tomb o f  L ao - tzu  a t  H u a i - l i
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now southeast of
w  in the Han commandery of Yu-fu-fe:

in
As Zürcher remarks, it is' clear that the story

of Lao-tzu travelling to the west was not originally 
an anti-Buddhist theory, hut developed in later times 
as one of the counter-attacks of the Taoist church 
against the Buddhists: the argument being that when 
Lao-tzu travelled to the west his teachings became the 
original form of Buddhism; thus the doctrines of 
Buddhism being brought into China were only the corrupt 
versions of true Chinese teaching. Zürcher suggests 
that the theory was developed by opponents of the 
Buddhists in the second half of the second century A.D., 
and this reference by Hsiang K ’ai is one of the early 
citations. (One may observe, however, that the 
Buddhists were able to present an alternative 
interpretation of the same legend: that Lao-tzu had 
further developed his teachings and had transmitted 
them in a more refined form, so that the creed of 
Buddhism which was coming into China was in fact a 
more perfect version of the essential Chinese 
philosophy.)
Both these anecdotes on the Buddha appear in different, 
but recognisable, forms in the Sutra in Forty-tuo Sections 
(Fu-shuo ssu-shih-erh chang ching

item 784 of the Taishd shinshü Daizdkyd ^
^ A | | r  Taishd issaikyd ^  i t  *1$ /-X, 

(Tokyo, 1924-34), ch. 17), pp. 722/2 and 723/3. Both 
anecdotes are well known in the Hindu-Buddhist tradition



of In d ia .

Z ü rch e r, The Buddhist Conquest o f  China3 I ,  p . 38 , 

d is c u s s e s  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  two c i t a t i o n s  as p ro o f  

o f  th e  e a r ly  d a te  o f  th e  s u t r a  and a ls o  as ev idence  o f  

th e  c o r ru p tio n  o f  th e  p re s e n t-d a y  t e x t .  See a ls o  v o l.

I I ,  p . 329 n o te  63 f o r  b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  r e fe re n c e s  to  

t r a n s l a t i o n s  and t e x t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  s u t r a ,  and T ’ang 

Y u n g -t’ung 'The E d itio n s  o f  th e  Ssu-
shih-erh-ehang- chvng*, in  HJAS 1 (1 9 3 6 ), pp . 147-55.

Z ürcher rem arks t h a t  th e  c i t a t i o n s  by H siang K’a i  

d em onstra te  h is  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  

work and th e r e f o r e  p ro v id e  a terminus ante quern fo r  

th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  o r ig i n a l  v e rs io n  o f  th e  t e x t ,  

b u t t h a t  th e y  a l s o  d em o n stra te  th e  c o n s id e ra b le  v a r i a t io n  

betw een th e  o r ig i n a l  t e x t  and even th e  m ost a rc h a ic  

e x ta n t  v e r s io n ,  ’p ro v id e d  t h a t  H siang K 'a i  i s  q u o tin g  

l i t e r a l l y ' .
I t  may b e ,  how ever, t h a t  t h i s  l a s t  i s  to o  la rg e  an 

assum ption . There i s  n o th in g  in  H siang K’a i ’s m em orial 

to  in d ic a te  t h a t  he i s  q u o tin g  d i r e c t l y  from any t e x t ,  

and i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  he was on ly  r e f e r r i n g  to  

s t o r i e s  t h a t  w ere common co in  in  th e  B ud d h is t 

community o f  h i s  day. The c i t a t i o n s  p ro v id e  s tro n g  

ev idence  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e  Sutra in  F orty-too  
S ection s  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  b u t th e y  do n o t g ive  us d i r e c t  

ev idence  o f  th e  t e x t  i t s e l f .

See a ls o  P e l l i o t  in  BEFEO 6 , p . 387 n o te  2 , and 

T ’ang Y u n g -t'u n g , Han Wei Liang-Chfn N an-nei-ch’ao fu -  

chiao
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73 .

74.

(P ek in g , 1 9 5 5 ), I ,  pp . 33-4 .

As th e  commentary o f  Li H sien p o in ts  o u t ,  H siang  K 'a i  

i s  h e re  fo llo w in g  th e  argum ent o f  H siao W ang-chih 

jjz'j 9 a se n i ° r  C onfucian s c h o la r  a t  th e  c o u r t o f

Emperor Yuan o f  Former Han, a g a in s t  th e  employment 

o f  eunuch Shih  H sien and o th e rs  in  th e  p e r io d

48-47 B.C. See HS 78, 1 1 a - l i b ,  and Dubs, H isto ry  o f  
the Former Han Dynasty, I I ,  pp . 294-6 and 309-10.

In  f a c t ,  o f  c o u rs e , th e r e  i s  no q u e s tio n  t h a t  

eunuchs had  lo n g  been used  in  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  fu n c tio n  

o f  guard in g  th e  harem s o f  k in g s  and noblemen in  

c e n tu r ie s  o f  C hinese h i s to r y  b e fo re  C h 'in  and Han.

Ku Y en-w u^f^I , th e  d is t in g u is h e d  s c h o la r  o f

th e  e a r l y C h ’in g  p e r io d ,  has p o in te d  ou t t h a t  th e  te rm  

h u a n -ch e^^  ^  ap p ea red  as th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a 

eunuch o f f i c i a l  on ly  d u rin g  C h 'in  and Han. B efore 
t h a t  tim e th e  common te rm  was ssu  a v a r ia n t  form 

o f  sh ih  *to s e r v e ,  w a it  upon’ ) ,  on w hich see th e  

commentary o f  Cheng Hsüan to  Chou l i  1 , 8 a , a ls o  2 ,  2 8 b ), 

and exam ples o f  i t s  use may be found in  such a n c ie n t 

t e x t s  as Shih  ching  ( e .g .  Legge, The Chinese C la ss ic s ,

IV , pp. 190 , 349 and p a r t i c u l a r l y  561, t r a n s l a t i n g  th e  

t h i r d  s ta n z a  o f  th e  Chan ang Ode from th e

Decade o f  T ’ang ) . See J ih -c llih  lu  2 8 , 11a (Ssu -

pu p e i - y a o e d i t io n  o f  J ih -c h ih  lu  c h i-  

sh ih  w ith  sub-com m entary com piled

by Huang Ju -c h  *eng ).

On th e  changing  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  eunuch o f f ic e s  a t  th e  

im p e r ia l  p a la c e ,  see HHS 78 ( lieh -chuan  6 8 ) ,  2a -2 b . As
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an example o f  th e  in c re a s e  in  numbers and a u th o r i ty  by 

th e  eu n u ch s , we may o bserve  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  P a lace  

R eg u la r A tte n d a n t. D uring Former Han, t h i s  p o s t  had  

been g ra n te d  o n ly  to  men, b u t from th e  b e g in n in g  o f  

L a te r  Han i t  became th e  h ig h e s t  p o s t  a v a i la b le  to  

eunuchs. At f i r s t ,  th e  rank  was in d ic a te d  by a 

nom inal s a la r y  o f  one th o u san d  shih  ,  b u t t h i s  was 

l a t e r  r a i s e d  to  two th o u san d  shih  e q u iv a le n t ,  a lm ost 

a s  h ig h  as th e  m ost s e n io r  m in is te r s  a t  c o u r t ,  and th e  

numbers o f  P a la c e  R egu lar A tte n d a n ts  in c re a s e d  from an 

e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  fo u r in  th e  tim e o f  Emperor Ming abou t 

60 A.D. to  te n  in  th e  tim e o f  Emperor Huan a hundred  

y e a rs  l a t e r  (se e  a ls o  HHS l l 6  ( ohih 26) ,  5 a ) .

75. T h is i s  th e  second  o cca s io n  t h a t  H siang K’a i  has 

su g g e s te d  t h a t  Emperor Huan’s la c k  o f  male h e i r s  may 

be due to  h i s  f a v o u r i t is m  o f  eunuchs (see  n o te  67).

I t  co u ld  even be t h a t  th e  p h ra se  ’l i k in g  fo r  them ’

(hao chih  ) im p lie s  a hom osexual a ttach m en t to

some c a ta m ite ,  as in  th e  case  o f  Emperor A i ^ ^ - o f  

Former Han and th e  f a v o u r i te  Tung H sien ( see

Dubs, The H istory  o f  the Former Hccn Dynasty 3 I I I ,  pp . 

8 -1 0 ) ,  b u t th e  s iz e  o f  Emperor Huan’s harem and th e  

e x is te n c e  o f  th r e e  im p e r ia l  d au g h te rs  re n d e rs  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  v ery  f a i n t .  There i s  no ev id en ce  e lsew h ere  

in  th e  h i s t o r i e s  t h a t  Emperor Huan had hom osexual o r  

b is e x u a l  te n d e n c ie s .

76. Chang Tse

as Chang Shih
VwL 'ity (a-lso w r i t t e n , and a lso  known

, Chang Ch ’ in g  o r  Chang S h ih -c h ’in g

-7^1  ̂ t ä f  )» was a eunuch in  th e  h o u seh o ld  o f  th e
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TT.

Empress nee Lü o f  Former Han. In  l8 0  B .C ., s h o r t ly  

b e fo re  th e  em p re ss ’ s d e a th , he was a p p o in te d  P a lace  

In te rn u n c io  (chung yeh-ohe  )• See ^ s )

The H isto ry  o f  the Former Hon D ynasty , I ,  200 , and o f.  
HS 35 , 2 a , where th e  t i t l e  i s  g iv e n , p ro b ab ly  

m is ta k e n ly , as Grand In te rn u n c io  ( ta  yeh-ohe
When th e  Empress d ie d ,  th e  Lü c la n  was d e s tro y e d

by th e  M arquis o f  Ch’ia n g  Chou P ’o

fa m ily , 

who

and o th e r  s e n io r  o f f i c i a l s  lc /ya l to  th e  L iu  

When i t  was c la im ed  t h a t  th e  Young Emperor 

had  been d e s ig n a te d  to  succeed  th e  Em press^nee, L ü was 

a c tu a l ly  a member o f  th e  Lü fam ily  and sh o u ld  th e r e f o r e  

be deposed , s e v e r a l  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l s  were r e lu c ta n t  to  

su p p o rt such a c t io n .  However, Chang T s e , now P re f e c t  

o f  th e  Eunuchs (huccn-ohe l in g  ^  ) ,  made th e

o f f i c i a l  p ro c la m a tio n , and th e  Young Emperor and h is  

th r e e  b ro th e r s  were a l l  e x e c u te d . L iu  Heng , King

o f  T ai and. th e  fu tu re  Emperor Wen , was

p la c e d  upon th e  th ro n e .  See HS Ho, 2U a-b, HS 35, 2a f f . ,  

and Dubs, The H is to ry  o f  the Former Han Dynasty, I ,  pp . 

209- 1 0 .
Chao T ’a n ^ p [  » a eunuch , i s  m entioned  in  th e
B io g rap h ies  o f  th e  Im perial. F a v o u r i te s ,  HS 93 , l a  and 

3a. The b io g rap h y  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l  Yuan Ang 

t e l l s  t h a t  on one o cca s io n  Emperor Wen was r id in g  in  

a c a r r ia g e  w ith  Chao T ’an when Yuan Ang came up and 

c r i t i c i s e d  him fo r  s h a r in g  p la c e  w ith  t h i s  ’m u t i la te d

rem nan t o f  a m an’ ( tao-chii y ü - je n  ^ ___ I*

Emperor Wen la u g h e d , and pushed  Chao T ’an ou t o f  th e
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carriage {HS b9, 3a).
Emperor Wen had several children, and his son 

Liu Chfi who later became Emperor Ching ,
had fourteen sons and numerous daughters, more 
children than any other ruler of Han. Hsiang K ’ai’s 
critics appear to have established their point: that 
the early emperors did have eunuch favourites and 
attendants, without necessarily causing harm to the 
succession; yet the anecdote about Yuan Ang and the 
carriage would seem to imply that the ruler should 
not be too familiar with his attendants, and some 
reproof could also be implied for Emperor Huan.

78. The Colonel Director of Retainers was the chief of 
the censorate in the territory about the capital, 
with authority to arrest and impeach both officials 
and private citizens {HHS 117 (ohih 27), 8a f.). The 
Lo-yang Prison was therefore under his jurisdiction. 
Hsiang K ’ai was held there until a final decision was 
reached about his punishment.

It appears to have been the practice at this time 
when memorials such as Hsiang K fai's were received, 
and there was suspicion of lese-majeste , discourtesy 
or some improper expression of opinion, that the first 
investigation was made by the Masters of Writing (shang- 

), the imperial secretariat. After they 
had held an oral interrogation, which might give the 
examinee an opportunity to justify himself, they 
reported their findings to the court with a recommend­
ation for the next procedure to be followed. A
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s im i la r  exam ple o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  by th e  M asters  o f  

W ritin g  may be found in  th e  case o f  th e  c e le b r a te d  

h i s to r i a n  T s 'a i  Yung in  178 A.D. d u rin g  th e  r e ig n  

o f  Emperor L ing (HHS 60B (Zieh-chuan  50B ), l6 a ) .

79. The punishm ent d e s c r ib e d  as 'ro b b e r -g u a rd ' (s s u - k ’ou
^  ) was e q u iv a le n t  to  two y e a rs  h a rd  la b o u r  as

a c o n v ic t.  H ulsew e, Remnants o f  Han Lab)3 pp. 1 3 0 -2 ,

336 and 382, d is c u s s e s  t h i s  p e n a l ty  as i t  a p p l ie d  in  

Former Han and i t s  f u r th e r  use in  L a te r  H an, rem ark ing  

t h a t  th e  nom inal d u t ie s  w hich m ight be im p lie d  by t h i s  

and s im i la r  t i t l e s  d id  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  ag ree  w ith  

r e a l i t y .  C onv ic ts  se n te n c e d  to  v a r io u s  p e r io d s  o f  

h a rd  la b o u r  co u ld  be used  on a v a r ie ty  o f  p r o j e c t s ,  

in c lu d in g  th e  m ain tenance o f  roads and th e  c o n s tru c t io n  

o f  w a te r - c o n t r o l  w orks. The tw o -y ea r p e r io d  o f  c o n v ic t 

s e rv ic e  was one o f  th e  l i g h t e s t  p e n a l t i e s  in  th e  code 

o f  Han.

80. The t e x t  h e re  g iv e s  th e  t i t l e  o f  th e  book as T 'a i -
p 'in g  o h ’in g - l in g  s/zu ^ . A nother 

r e f e r e n c e ,  how ever, in  th e  Chih o f  Yü

H s y ^ ^ j ^ '  o f  th e  Chin d y n a s ty , quo ted  in  th e  

commentary to  SKC h6 (Wu l ) ,  1 5 a , r e f e r s  to  i t  as th e  

T 'a i - p 'in g  o h 'in g - l in g  tao  ^  'The WaY o f  G reat

P e a c e , w ith  Dark Green H e a d in g s ',  w hlrh  co u ld  be a cc ep ted  

as a r e fe re n c e  to  th e * fo rm a t o f  th e  m a n u sc r ip t. See 

Fukui K ochung.^  > Dökyö no k iso  t e k i

k e n k y ü } ^ \ ß ^ (Tokyo, 1 9 5 2 ),

The commentary o f  Li H sien i d e n t i f i e s  th e  C h 'ü -
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yang Spring with a ri
prefecture of Ch!ü-yang in Hsia-p’

with a river in the Later Han
commandery

commandery, and

In his first memorial, Hsiang K fai said that he 
had presented the work of Kan Chi on behalf of Kung 
Ch’ung (see note 55) > but Fan Yeh here implies that 
Kung Ch'ung came in person to the palace to offer the 
book to Emperor Shun, presumably about iho A.D. The 
Ch'ing scholar Hui Tung, in his commentary to the text 
< " memorial, cites also the Shen-hsien

to give tne T ' ^ - p ’ing ohing an even earlier date. 
According to this story, Kan Chi and Kung Ch’ung acquired 
the sacred text in the time of Emperor Yuan of Former 
Han, about 40 B.C. It seems probable that this 
represents a later development of the tradition, 
designed to establish the antiquity of the T'ai-p'ing 
ohing among the earliest history of the school, which 
is first referred to in the imperial annals during the 
time of Emperor Ch’eng (32-7 B.C.). On this early 
history of the T ’ai-p'ing school, see Anna K. Seidel,
’The Image of the Perfect Ruler in Early Taoist 
Messianism: Lao-tzu and Li Hung’, in History of 
Religions 9, (2/3) (Nov./Feb. 1969-70), pp. 217-8.

Leaving aside this surprising reference to the

’Biographies of Immortals' by Ko Hung 
of the fourth century (ch. 10) which attempts
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re ig n  o f  Emperor Yuan, a com bination  o f  t r a d i t i o n s  

su g g es t t h a t  th e  T a o is t  m a s te r  Kan Chi l i v e d  to  a v e ry  

c o n s id e ra b le  age . P 'e i  8u n g -c h ih 's  commentary to  SKC 

h6 (Wu l ) ,  lU b - l6b ,  d e s c r ib in g  th e  d ea th  o f  th e  w a rlo rd  

Sun T s 'e j ^ ^ ^ j ^  about 200 A.D. , q u o tes  n o t on ly  from 

Chih lirij as c i t e d  above, b u t  a lso  from th e  Chiang-piaoa s  c ite d .

%L-Wohuan’y p  
Y an g tse ’ by Yü P ’u

’C h ro n ic le  o f  th e  Lands Beyond th e  

1 o f  ttie  t h i r d  c e n tu ry , and 
from th e  Sou-shen c h i  In q u iry  in to  th e

S p i r i t  W orld ' by Kan Pao ^  ^  o f  th e  Chin dyn asty . 

Both s t a t e  t h a t  Sun T s 'e  ex ec u ted  Kan C hi, and th en  

d ie d  as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  m ag ica l powers w hich Kan Chi 

had p o sse sse d : Chiccng-piao chuan says t h a t  Sun T s 'e  

was s im ply  je a lo u s  o f  Kan C h i 's  p o p u la r i ty  among h is  

fo llo w e rs ;  Sou-shen ch i a ls o  in v o lv e s  Kan C h i 's  

ra inm ak ing  pow ers. However, as Chih t in  and o th e r  

com m entaries have rem arked , s in c e  Kan Chi i s  d e sc r ib e d  

a lre a d y  as th e  m a ste r  o f  Kung Ch'ung in  th e  tim e o f  

Emperor Shun, i t  w ould appear from th e se  re c o rd s  t h a t  

he l iv e d  to  be more th a n  a hundred . There may, o f  

c o u rse , be a co n fu s io n  o f  names and i d e n t i t y  between 

two su c c e s s iv e  w andering  s c h o la r s .

The book now known as T 'a i-p  'in g  ching  i p  

'The C la s s ic  o f  G reat P e a c e ' i s  p re se rv e d  in  th e / T a o is t  

canon (T ao-tsang)  7^6-756, Yi-wen y in - s h u  kuan

1  T a ip e i ,  1 9 6 3 ), b u t th e  b e s t  

e d i t io n  now a v a i la b le  i s  th e  T 'a i-p  ’in g  ching ho-chiao  
e d i te d  by Wang Ming (P ek in g , i 960).

The o r ig i n a l  t e x t  was s a id  to  c o n ta in  170 chüan -
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sev en te en  ohüan in  each o f  te n  s e c t io n s  a rra n g e d  

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  Ten C e le s t i a l  Stems ^  -  h u t

f i f t y - o n e  o f  th e s e  ohüccn a re  now l o s t  and can he 

r e c o n s tru c te d  on ly  from frag m en ts .

In d e e d , acc o rd in g  to  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  T 'a i-p 'in g  

ohing  d is a p p e a re d  fo r  a c o n s id e ra b le  tim e d u rin g  th e  

p e r io d  o f  d iv is io n  betw een Han and T 'a n g , and th e re  

i s  some d isag reem en t how much th e  p re s e n t  t e x t  

p re s e rv e s  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  Han sch o o l o f  Taoism 

and how much i s  a fo rg e ry  o f  th e  s ix th  c e n tu ry . In  a 

p ap e r d e l iv e r e d  a t  th e  Symposium on S ta t e ,  Id eo lo g y  

and J u s t i c e  in  E a rly  Im p e r ia l China h e ld  a t  L eiden in  
Septem ber 1975, Mr B .J .  M ansvelt Beck p re s e n te d  a su rvey  

o f  th e  argum ents p u t fo rw ard  by such s c h o la r s  as Fukui 

Kochun and Ö fuchi N in ji  ( ’T a ih e ik y ö  no

r a i r e k i  n i  t s u i t e  ^  ^  £_^

in  Togo Gakuhd P- 2) .  He

concluded : ’I  th in k  we a re  on s a fe  grounds in  t r e a t i n g  

th e  TPJ as a genuine L a te r  Han t e x t ,  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  

i t s  shaky t e x t  h i s to r y  and n o tw ith s ta n d in g  a p o s s ib le  

l a t e  S ix  E y n a s tie s  rea rran g em en t o f  th e  m a t e r i a l ' .  On 

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e x t  h i s to r y  o f  th e  w ork, see  a ls o  Wen- 
hsien t'v n g -k ' ao 225, p .  1807, and Hou Han yi-wen chih

by Yao Chen- ts u n e _ 4 / l
o f  Ch’in g  in  Erh-shih-wu shih  pu-pien  ^  ^  jZh' 
(S hanghai, 1936-7) ,  I I ,  pp. 24U3-U. ^  ' f

The commentary o f  Li H sien to  t h i s  p assage  in  th e  

b iog rap h y  o f  H siang K 'a i  quo tes an e x t r a c t  from th e  

T’a i - p ’ing  ohing w hich rem arks on th e  m ag ica l s ig n if ic a n c e
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of the colours green {ch'ing ^  ) and vermilion (oh'ih 
) which were used in the format of the original 

manuscript. This passage does not occur in the tody of 
the T'ai-p'ing ahing3 tut Wang Ming uses the authority 
of Li Hsien to cite this extract on p. 6^7 of his collated 
edition, with the remark that it should appear at the 
beginning of ohüan llU or somewhere in ohüan 115 and ll6. 

8l. On the Yellow Turban {huang-chinf^P^^ ) rebellion of the
, which broke out inTaoist preacher Chang Chüeh^-

l8U A.D., see HHS 71 {lieh-ohuan' 6l), la ff., and TCTC 58,
186  ̂ ff., translated in de Crespigny, The Last of the Han3 
pp. 7 ff* The doctrine of 'Great Peace1 remained a 
slogan and symbol of religious rebellion throughout the 
history of imperial China, as for example the Taipings 
of the mid-nineteenth century.

82. Sincere and Upright (fang-oheng ^  was a formula of
recommendation for appointment to commissioned office in 
the imperial civil service of Han. See de Crespigny,
'The Recruitment System of the Imperial Bureaucracy of 
Later Han', Chung Chi Journal VI. 1 (Hong Kong, November 
1966) , p. 71.

83. The biography of the celebrated scholar Cheng Hsüan is in
HHS 35 {lieh-ohuan 25). The biography of Hsün Shuang 
member of a leading gentry clan in Ying-Ch'uan J)/j

commandery, and also well known as a scholar, is in HHS 6^
(lieh-ohuan 52). On the position of Erudites {po-shihrfM^ff), 
the professors of the Imperial University who could also take 
part as advisers in the court, see HHS 115 (ahih 25), 2a.

The Hou Han ohi of Yuan Hung {ah. 25, 7a) refers

9b



to  an i n v i t a t i o n  to  Cheng H süan, Hsün Shuang and o th e rs  

in  C h u n g -p 'in g  5 ( l8 8  A .D .). One o f  th e  s c h o la r s  

m entioned  i s  Li K' Jj^J^ , and though Yuan Hung g iv es

h is  s ty l e  as K ung-ch 'ao  and h is  p la c e  o f  o r ig in

as Ho-nan commandery, i t  seerniEf'probable t h a t  t h i s  i s  a 

r e fe re n c e  to  H siang  K’a i  (se e  a ls o  th e  ch i-o h ie h  
commentary ,̂0 the^ p r e s e n t  p assag e  q u o tin g  th e  Tu-shu 

t s 'v n g - lu  4 f  by th e  C h 'in g  s c h o la r  Hung

Yi-hsuan  , in  T s'ung -shu  c h i - c h ’eng ^  ^
^ f̂  359, p . XOUTT ß fc  *

T his recom m endation f o r  o f f i c e  was an a tte m p t on 

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  im p e r ia l  governm ent to  e s t a b l i s h  some 

r e c o n c i l i a t io n  w ith  s c h o la r s  and g e n try  a f t e r  th e  y e a rs  

o f  p r o s c r ip t io n  from 169 to  l8H (se e  de C resp ig n y , 

P o l i t i c a l  P r o te s t  in  Im p e r ia l  C h ina’ ) ,  b u t few sc h o la rs  

obeyed th e  summons, and th o se  who were o b lig e d  to  come 

to  c o u r t  showed no i n t e r e s t  in  an o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n  

( e .g .  HHS 35, ( Ueh-chuccn 2 5 ) ,  l l a - b ) .

As th e  Ch’in g  d y n asty  com m entator Ho Cho 

rem a rk s, th e r e  i s  one f u r th e r  re fe re n c e  to  H siang K’a i  

in  th e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h i s  tim e . The Chiu-ohou oh 'un-
and Autumn Annals o f

th e  Nine P ro v in c e s 1, by Ssu-ma P iao  o f  th e  t h i r d  

ce n tu ry  A .D ., say s  t h a t  about th e  y e a r  188 Ch’en Yi

S°n ° f  ^orm er m in is te r  C h'en
Fan who had been  d e s tro y e d  by  th e  eunuchs in  169, met 

w ith  H siang K 'a i  a t  th e  re s id e n c e  o f  Wang Fen ^  *

In s p e c to r  o f  Chi p ro v in c e  ( th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  o f

m  th e  h i s t o n e s  o i t h i s  tim e .

’S p rin g
4 -ViÄ AT-? V» c s D v»rrtri r-t 1  Q 011__m o  T

Chi p ro v in c e  w ere a t  K ao-yi ** in  Ch' ang-shan
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ly*  \ \ l  , now c lo se  to  Gaoyi in  Hopeh (HHS 110 ( ohih
2 0 ; ,  2 3 a -b ) . H siang  K’a i  rem arked , ’The s t a r s  a re  n o t 

fav o u rab le  to  th e  eunuchs. A ll th e  Y ellow  G ates 

o f f i c i a l s  and th e  R eg u la r A tte n d a n ts  w i l l  s u re ly  be 

d e s t r o y e d . ' Ch’en Yi was p le a s e d  and encouraged  by 

t h i s  p ro p h ecy , and he and Wang Fen and o th e rs  made a 

p la n  to  depose th e  em peror and ta k e  o v e r th e  governm ent. 

The p lo t  was d isc o v e re d  and f a i l e d ,  b u t H siang  K’a i ’s 

p r e d ic t io n  about th e  m assacre  o f  th e  eunuchs d id  come 

t r u e  a f t e r  th e  d ea th  o f  Emperor L ing in  189 .

T his p assag e  from th e  Chiu-ohou ah ’im-oh 'iu  i s  

quo ted  in  SKC 1 (Wei l ) ,  3a-b  PC, w h ile  th e  p l o t  i s  

a ls o  m entioned  in  th e  main t e x t  o f  SKC. See a ls o  

TCTC 59 , 1890, t r a n s l a t e d  by de C resp ig n y , The L a st 
o f  the Han, pp. 39-^0 . ,

85. The D iscu ssio n  and th e  Eulogy { ts a n ^ ß  )
which a re  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  end o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  o f  HHS 
r e f e r  n o t on ly  to  th e  c a re e r  o f  H siang  K’a i  b u t a l s o  

to  th e  o th e r  s c h o la r s  m entioned  in  HHS 20A and 20B.

The b io g ra p h ie s  o f  Su C h i n g ^ j ^ ^ ^  and Yang Hou

a re  in  HHS 20A, and th e  b io g rap h y  o f  Lang Yi 

o ccu p ies  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  HHS 20B.

86. The c^fementary o f  Li H sien to  t h i s  p assag e  rem arks t h a t  

th e se  words (shan yen t ’ie n  ehe, p i  yu yen yü jeriße^'Z

I ^  ^ — ) a re  ta k e n  from th e
e d ic t  o f  Emperor Wu o f  Former Han a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  

e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  th e  h s i u - t s 'a i  c a te g o ry  fo r

recom m endation to  o f f i c e .  (The h s i u - t s ’a i  recom m endation 

"  - t s ’a i  d u r in g  L a te r  Han in  o rd e rwas known as mou
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to maintain taboo on the personal name of Emperor 
Kuang-wu founder of Later Han. The character ts’ai

announced it has been recorded in HS 6, 24a-b, 
translated in Dubs, History of the Former Han Dynasty,
II, p. 97* A well known literary text, the edict is 
also preserved in Wen-hsüan 35, 25a-26a and has been 
translated, among others, by Erwin von Zach, Die 
Chinesische Anthologie> 2 vols. (Cambridge, Mass.,
1958), II, pp. 639-1+0. The sentence in question, 
however, as quoted by the Discussion of this chapter 
in HHS, does not appear in the present text of the edict.

87. The biography of Chang Heng^-J^^^ir (78-139) is in
HHS 59 (lieh-dhuan 49). One of the leading scholars of 
Later Han, a noted mathematician and astronomer (see, 
for example, Needham, Science and Civilisation in China* 
III, 110 and 216 ff.), Chang Heng was also the author 
of several fu, including the Fu on the Western and 
Eastern Capitals (Hsi-ching fu and Tung

-ching fu in Wen hsüan 2 and 3, translated by von 
Zach, Die Chinesische Anthologie, I, pp. 1-37; see also 
E.M. Hughes, Two Chinese Poets: Vignettes of Han Life 
and Thought (Princeton, i960). All extant writings of

sometimes appears in the variant form
The hsiu-ts'ai recommendation was established in 

5 (l06 B.C.), and the edict which
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88 .

Hou-Han wen ch s . 52-55)» However, th e  sen ten c e  c i te d  

h e r e ,  t 'ien -w en  l i- s h u  yin-yang ehccn-houj chin so y i
M I

does n o t app ea r anywhere in  Yen Kfo -ch iin ’ s 

c o m p ila t io n .

The b io g rap h y  o f  Chang Heng in  HHS 59 ( lieh-ehuan  
1*9), l b ,  r e f e r s  to  Chang Heng*s s tu d ie s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  

t'ien -w en  yin-yang li-su a n  , a p h ra se  v ery  c lo se  to  

th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  th e  s e n te n c e  in  t h i s  D is c u s s io n , and 

Chang Heng h im s e lf  d id  make s ta te m e n ts  on s im i la r  l i n e s  

to  t h a t  re c o rd e d  h e re .  One may o b se rv e , fo r  exam ple, 

h is  m em orial quo ted  in  HHS 59 ( lieh-ohuan  U9), 11 a , 

where he rem arks on th e  e f f ic a c y  o f  such t r a d i t i o n a l  

to o l s  o f  d iv in a t io n  as th e  c a le n d a r ,  th e  t r ig ra m s  o f  th e  

Yi ohing, astronom y and th e  sounds o f  th e  w ind; on th e  

o th e r  h and , in  t h i s  and s im i la r  p a ssag es  he c r i t i c i s e s  

e x p l i c i t l y  th e  m u lti tu d e  o f  ap o cry p h a l books t h a t  

a ttem p ted  d iv in a t io n  by in c o r r e c t  means (pu-ohan ehih

s h u r f, t ^ )•
With re g a rd  to  th e  se n te n c e  w hich i s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  

Chang Heng by t h i s  D is c u s s io n , th e r e  i s  no way to  t e l l  

w hether th e  h i s t o r i a n  was p a ra p h ra s in g  Chang Hengf s 

o p in io n , o r w h eth er he was q u o tin g  from some w r i t in g  

w hich i s  now l o s t .

The b io g rap h y  o f  Lang Yi i s  in  HHS 30B ( lieh-ehuan  20B ), 

la -1 5 b . Lang Yi was a man from P e i- h a i  , on

th e  Yellow P la in  n e a r  th e  n o r th e rn  c o a s t o f  th e  

Shantung p e n in s u la ,  and h i s  f a t h e r ,  Lang Tsung ^  , 

was known as a fo llo w e r  o f  th e  Ching Fang sch o o l o f
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89.

studies upon the Yi ohing (see note 52), with some 
reputation for his ability to foretell the future.
Lang Tsung held minor office as an imperial official 
in the provinces, but then resigned and refused further 
appointment.

Lang Yi followed in his father!s tradition of 
scholarship. He never took an official position, but 
in 133, in the reign of Emperor Shun, a series of 
portents at the capital led to the issuing of a special 
invitation that Lang Yi should comment on current events. 
In two long memorials he warned against corruption and 
cruelty in the court and government, and he praised the

and Huang Ch'iunr#-oscholar-officials Li Ku f
: both rose to the highest positions at court, 

and Li Ku was executed for his opposition to the 
tyranny of Liang Chi (de Crespigny, Political Protest 
in Imperial China1, p. 6, note 3; the biography of 
Li Ku is in HHS 63 (lieh-ohuan 53), and that of Huang 
Ch’iung is in HHS 6l (lieh-ohuan 5l)). Moreover, with 
references to the Yi ching, and with use of astrology, 
numerology and other techniques of divination, Lang Yi 
presented a series of prophecies of earthquake, drought 
and a rebellion of the Ch*iang barbarians in the
northwest, all of which took place within the year.

Lang Yi was invited to take office, but he never 
accepted. He died at the hands of a local bully who 
had sought association with him but whom he had refused. 
According to the commentary of Li Hsien, the phrase fit 
is their weakness that they love dealings with witchcraft1
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{oh'i pi hao wu  ̂ reflects the preface
of the scholar Fan Ning^/, of the fourth century
A.D. to the Ku-liang^>- commentary of Ch'un-oh'iu,
where he remarks of the Tsd ohuan that though its writing 
is very fine, fits weakness is its Cdevotion toi 
witchcraft1 (oh'i pi yeh wu )• In fact,
however, the text of Fan Ning's preface (p. 3a) now reads 
shih instead of pi, though the meaning of the two 
versions is the same.

90. The Eulogy at the end of this chapter of HHS is composed 
of six four-character verses, of which the second, 
fourth and sixth verses rhyme. The final characters 
sarej^r , and ; Bernhard Karlgren, Grammata 
Serica Reoensa3 gives the sounds as dzib m/zid m/sin, 
sün (GSR 662a), iZm/$ m/yin {GSR 651y) and dida/j$ m/yin
(GSR 657b).

I  . ^
91. Chung-huan,/^* j?, '«'as the style of Yang Hou (72-153),

whose biography is in HHS 20A, ^-6b. There is also a 
biography in Hua-yang kuo chih-3fr 10B,
2a-b, which gives Yang Houfs personal name as Hsu 7̂ , .

The phrase p ru-ch re describes a chariot^
with wheels bound in rushes {p'u). SC 6, 9b, translated 
by Chavannes, Memoires historiques , III, p. 231, refers 
to chariots with padded wheels being used in the ancientH - '  ^feng <̂ rj and shan̂ lfi sacrifices in order that they should 
not damage the rocks and plants of the sacred mountains 
(see also the So-yin commentary of Ssu-ma Chen of T ’ang 
to this passage of SC). HS 6, 2a, translated by Dubs, 
History of the Former Han Dynasty, II, 30, refers to an
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Vl 'a  co m fo rtab lea n -a h 1 e p ru - l u n _^  J ^

c a r r ia g e  w ith  w heels tw rapped in3  ru shes*  w hich was 

se n t w ith  a m essenger in  1̂ +0 B.C. to  i n v i t e  th e  s c h o la r  

Shen P *ei to  ^'£L̂ e ° ^ :̂ -ce at  th e  c o u r t  o f
Emperor Wu o f  Han.

Yang Hou, member o f  an im p o rta n t fam ily  in  Shu 

commandery, in  p re s e n t-d a y  Szechwan, w ith  a r e p u ta t io n  

fo r  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  omens and p o r t e n t s , was 

r e p e a te d ly  recommended fo r  o f f i c e .  He d id  se rv e  fo r  

some tim e  a t  c o u r t  under Emperor Shun, b u t  he th e n  

r e tu rn e d  to  p r iv a t e  s c h o la r s h ip  in  th e  d o c t r in e s  o f  

Huang-Lao (se e  n o te  TO), and he r e fu s e d  a l l  f u r th e r  

i n v i t a t i o n s .

The b io g rap h y  o f  Su Ching (UO B.C. to  30 A .D .) i s  in  

EES 20A, la -U b . In  th e  r e ig n  o f  Emperor P* ing  o f  

Former Han, abou t 5 A .D ., Su Ching became E ru d ite  

S ch o la r o f  th e  Y i ohing3 and he was re c o g n ise d  as an 

e x p e r t  in  th e  apocry p h a l t e x t s  {wei on t h a t  work

o f  d iv in a t io n .  He h e ld  o f f i c e  fo r  a tim e as Grand 

A d m in is tra to r  o f  Tai commandery on th e  n o r th e rn  

f r o n t i e r s  o f  th e  em p ire , th e n  to o k  c o u r t  o f f i c e  a t  

Lo-yang and r e t i r e d  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  h is  d e a th .

D uring th e  p e r io d  o f  c i v i l  w ar a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  

Wang Mang in  23 A.D. , th e  w a rlo rd  Yen Ts , en^^ T  

had s e n t  one o f  h i s  o f f i c e r s  , Teng Chung-k*uang

7 ^ °  occupy Y i n ^ |  p r e f e c tu r e  in  Nan-yang 

^  commandery > o w  w est o f  G u an g h u a^ ^^ _ _ \^ in  

H upeh). L iu  K u n g J ^ J J |^  , a nephew o f  th e  s c h o la r  

and a member o f  th e  im p e r ia l  c l a n ,  wasL iu  Hsin



a counsellor to Teng Chung-k'uang. Su Ching wrote a 
long letter to Liu Kung, and he persuaded Loth Liu 
Kung and Teng Chung-k'uang to change sides and join 
Emperor Kuang-wu. (On Yen Ts'en and his forces in Nan- 
yang commandery, see Bielenstein, 'The Restoration of 
the Han Dynasty*, II, e.g. pp. 26, 154-7, 229.)

The letter to Liu Kung, which was probably written 
in 29 A.D., occupies most of Su Ching*s biography in 
HHS. The commentary of Li Hsien to this Eulogy explains 
that Nan-yang was the home commandery of Emperor Kuang- 
wu, and it is for this reason that the phrase wo-dhiu 

'our old' is used.£7
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PLANETARY MOVEMENTS, 164-166
Figures 2-4 chart the positions of the planets Mars, Venus 
and Jupiter in relation to Earth and various stars and 
constellations at different dates during the years l6L-6.
Each is arranged with the sun at the centre and the First 
Point of Aries in the present epoch at 0/360°; all orbits 
are charted anti-clockwise.

The position of any planet among the constellations as 
viewed from Earth on any date may be calculated by taking 
the straight line connecting that planet with Earth and 
observing the reading of the parallel line from the Sun to 
a point on the circumference of the chart. As an example 
of this process, the parallel line indicating the direction 
of Venus as observed from Earth on 19 September 165 has been 
constructed in Figure 3, and it will be observed to cut the 
circumference of the chart very close to a Scorpii ; Scorpio 
being the constellation with that degree of ecliptic 
longitude. Similar readings may be made for all other 
positions of Earth and the planets upon these charts, though 
it must be noted that the scale of the diagrams, the 
elliptical shape of planetary orbits and the time lapse of 
some l800 years means that calculations and observations can 
only be approximate.

It is also possible to check the positions of the sun 
and the planets in the tables presented by Bryant Tuckerman, 
Planetary3 Lunar and Solar Positions A.D. 2 to A.D. 16493 
published by the American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia, 
1964). These readings, from an IBM 7090-7094 computer, 
indicate the tropic celestial latitude and longitude of the
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sun, moon and planets, as viewed from the terrestial longitude 
of Babylon (^5°E) at 7*00 p.m. local mean time. At the same 
moment in Lo-yang, the capital of Later Han, about longitude 
112° 301 E, the time was 11.30 p.m. on the same day. It 
should be observed, however, that Tuckerman^ tables are 
related to the mean equinox of date: due to the precession 
of the equinoxes, Tuckerman’s readings for the period l6^- 
166 A.D. must be increased by 2k°.5 if they are to be related 
to the longitudes of the present epoch and modern maps of the 
constellations. When this is done the readings of the tables, 
which are Earth-centred, agree with the observations indicated 
in the sun-centred diagrams presented here.

In Figure 23 the positions of Earth and Mars are calculated 
to show the apparent position of the planet on the following 
dates:

lb June 165, to illustrate note 26;
28 January and 15 May 165, to illustrate note 30 
(including the retrogression from January until May 165); 
1 June, 30 June and 21 August l66, to illustrate note 58.
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Nebula of Cancer

FIGURE 2

M a r s : m ovem ents  o .  166



In Figure 3 the positions of Earth and Venus are calculated 
to show the apparent position of the planet on the following 
dates:

19 September 165, to illustrate note 27;
19 July l66, to illustrate note 57»
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19 VII 166

D irection of Venus as 
view ed from  Earth 

19 IX .165

a  Sco

FIGURE 3

Venus : movements o.  166



In Figure 4 the positions of Earth and Jupiter are calculated 
to show the apparent position of the planet on the following 
dates:

19 February and 18 April 1665 to illustrate notes 29 
and 59;
25 September 164 and 23 January 165 (with 18 April 165 
to show the period of retrogression), to illustrate 
note 30.
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Orbit of Jupiter

a  Leo

Orbit of Earth

18 IV 166

FIGURE 4

Jup iter: movements c. 166



Figure 5̂ designed to illustrate notes 26, 28 and 29, presents 
a sketch plan of the T'ai-wei Enclosure, including the Western 
names for the stars concerned, and an indication of the 
apparent paths of Mars and Jupiter in this region of the sky 
during the period described by Hsiang K'ai. Three of the 
'gates’ recognised by Chinese astronomers and referred to 
by Hsiang K'ai are identified: the stars 3 Virginis and 
n Virginis, between the Right Lateral Gate and the Main 
Gate and between the Main Gate and the Left Lateral Gate, 
were known as the Keeper of the Law on the Right (Yu-ehih-fa) 
and the Keeper of the Law on the Left [Tso-ohih-fa). See 
note 26.
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Ho Peng Yoke

Aurora Borealis, 50
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Bielenstein, Hans, fAn 
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Volume II: The Civil War*, 
40, 102

Book of Changes, see Yi 
ahing

Buddha and Buddhism, 7, 8, 
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tion , 8l
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Chai Ch’ao, 4, 59
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Chang Chien, 4, 38
Chang Ch'ing, see Chang Tse
Chang Chüeh, 32, 94
Chang Fan, 3
Chang Heng, 8, 32, 39, 97,

98
Chang Mu, 3
Chang Shih, see Chang Tse
Chang Shih-ch'ing, see Chang 
Tse

Chang Tse, 30, 87, 88 
Chang Yen, 66 
Ch’ang K*e, 66 
Chf ang-an, 69
Ch'ang-po fchief minister’ , 

29, 82
Ch’ang-shan, 95
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Chao T ’an, 31, 88
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Chavannes, Edouard, fLes pays
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l a t i o n ,  8 l

de C respigny, Rafe (w ith  
H.H. Dubs) O ff ic ia l  T i t le s  
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Emperor An, 19 , 20
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Emperor Ching, 89

Emperor Chung, 28 , 78
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Emperor H s ien ,  37, 70 ,
82
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101

Emperor Wen, 31, 88, 89
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101
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E x e c u t io n s ,  3, 4 , 5 , 6 , 2 2 , 
23 , 24 , 2 8 , 2 9 ,  3 8 , 5 6 , 
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Fan N ing , 100 

Fan Shu, 6l

Fan Yeh, a u th o r  o f  Hou Han 
shu3 35 , 91 e t  passim

Fang (House) c o n s t e l l a t i o n
2 2 , 49

F ash ions in  C lo th in g ,  18

F avourab le  omens, 1 0 , 1 1 ,
42, F ig u re  1

F i r e s ,  11 , 12, 15 ,  23 , 56,
59, F ig u re  1

F i t f u l  G l i t t e r e r  (Ying-huo) 
see  Mars

Five Emperors c o n s t e l l a t i o n  
( W u-ti) ,  49 , 51, F ig u re  5

Forke , A l f r e d ,  Lun Heng> P art 
J ,  P h ilo so p h ica l Essays o f  
Wang Ch'ung3 40 , 67

Fu An, 8

Fu C h ien , 42

Fu-chih (Axe o f  E x e c u t io n )  , 76



Fu-feng, see Yu-fu-feng
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ching see Sutra in Forty- 
tuo Sections
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teki kenkyüj 90, 93

Great White {T'ai-po), see 
Venus
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Hao-ch'ih, Lord of, 65, 66
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Hsin

Heavenly Market Enclosure, 
see T ’ien-shih yuan
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82

HHS (Hou Han shu)3 35 et 
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Ho Cho, commentator to 
Hou Han shu3 95

Ho Peng Yoke, The Astro­
nomical Chapters of the 
Chin shUj 36, 48, 49,
50, 51, 52, 76, 81, 82
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Hsi, Duke of Lu, 67, 68 
Hsia Yü, 29, 78, 79 
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Hsiang K fai, 2 et passim 
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52, 53, 54
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22, 49
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Hsing, Duke of Ch’i, 79
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Huan, 47
Hs'u Han shu3 9, 35 , 4l; see 

also Hou Han shu treatises
Hsü Hsü, 58
Hsü Hsüan, 4, 38
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Hsün Shuang, 22, 94, 95
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64, 82
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H ua-yin  p r e f e c t u r e ,  65
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8 2 , 101

H uang-shan P a la c e  , 25 , 67
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Hui Tung, com m entator to  
HUS, 55 , 59 , 79, 91

H ulsew e, A .F .P . , Remnants 
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Im p e r ia l  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1 , 3 , 
4 , 6 , 37 , 70 , 94

Jen P i ,  29 , 80
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Liang Chi, 1 ,  1 0 , 12 , 1 3 ,
2 0 , 2 3 , 3 7 , 45 , 46 , 5 6 ,
5 9 , 6 0 , 7 8 , 99
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raireki ni tsuite', 93
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68 , 79, 80 , 8 3 , 100

Shih ching, 35, 63 , 86
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Shih chi, 35 , 100
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TCTC see Tzu-chih t  ’ung-chien
Teng, Empress nee (w ife  o f  
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Teng Hui, 60
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of the Heavenly Market), 
29, 81

Tjan Tjoe Som, Po hu t ’ung: 
the Comprehensive Discus­
sions in the White Tiger 
Hall, 39, TO
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Hsü Han shu/Hou Han shu), 
9, 10, 11, 18, 4l, 49,
53,, 54, 75, 76; see also 
Ho Peng Yoke
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Tso ehuan, 35, 68, 100
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Tung Cho, 37
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70
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Tzu-kung constellation, see 

Tzu-wei yuan

Tzu-wei yuan (Enclosure of 
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heng, 8, 66; see also 
Forke
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Wang Fen, 95
Wang Mang, 19 > 25, 67, 101
Wang Ming, T'ai-p'ing ohing 

ho-chiao3 92, 94
Wang Pao, Tung-hsiao fu9 79
Wang Yün, 3, 37
Weather, 6, 22, 23, 46, 54, 

55, 56
Wei dynasty, 82
Wen, King of Chou, 24, 63
Wen-hsien t'ung-k'ao3 71, 93
Wen-hsüan3 79, 97
Way, state, 78
White Tiger Hall, 8; see 

also Tjan Tjoe Som
Wilhelm, Richard, The I 

Ching or Book of Changes3 
65

Wu, King of Chou, 63, 66,
80

Wu, state, 71
Wu dynasty, 92
Wu-ti (Five Emperors) 

constellation, 49, 51, 
Figure 5

Yang Hou, 33, 96, 100, 101
Yao, Emperor, 21
Yao Chen-tsung, Hou Han yi- 

wen ohihj 93
Year Star {Sui-hsing)3 see 

Jupiter
Yeh-wang Mountain, 25, 43, 64

Yellow Emperor, see Huang-ti
Yellow Gates officials, 29,

95; see also Eunuchs
Yellow River, 6, 9, 26, 27, 

43, 68, 69
Yellow Turban rebellion, 94
Yen, Empress nee (wife of 

Emperor An), 20
Yen K ’o-chün, Ch'uan Shang-ku 

San-tai Ch'in Han San-kuo 
Liu-ch'ao wen3 97, 98

Yen Shih-ku, commentator to 
Han shu3 35, 66, 70

Yen Tsfen, 101, 102
Yi ohing, 25, 64, 70, 98, 99, 

101; see also Wilhelm
Yi-chuan3 see Ching Fang
Yi men (Lateral Gates), 22, 

52, 110, Figure 5
Yin prefecture, 33, 101
Ying-ch'uan commandery, 94
Ying-huo3 see Mars
Ying Shao, 4l
Yu-fu-feng commandery, 25,

26, 64, 69, 84 
YÜ province, 56 
Yu Chi, see Kan Chi 
Yu Hsi, 90 
Yii P ’u, 93
Tü-kuei (Chariot of the

Spirits) constellation, 73, 
76, 77

Yuan Ang, 88, 89

123



Yuan Hung, 94 , 95 

Yuan Shan-sung, 55, 59 
Yüeh Tzu, 66 , 82

Zach, Erwin von, Die 
Chinesische Anthologie3 
97

Zürcher, E., The Buddhist 
Conquest o f  China, 7 , 39» 
83, 84, 85
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