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26/04/2013 SAM A2527 basket basket A Alligator River 425 x 100 String Closed weave and ochre, rigid. Human figure design 4802
26/04/2013 SAM A2566 basket basket C Alligator river 400 x 150 dia rooik Cane and reed Splayed opening. Open weave, some 

faint paint remnants.
4803

01/05/2013 SAM A45764 basket biting bag F Arnhem Land 110 x 145 x 90 string, beads, fibre large filled bag with coloured 
patterning.

4842

01/05/2013 SAM A45766 basket biting bag F Arnhem Land 80 x 75 x 65 string, fibre. 4843
26/04/2013 SAM A58154 basket basket B Bulman waterhole A. 

L. 
230 x 160 dia String Closed weave and ochre 4801

29/04/2013 SAM A3361 basket dilly bag L Katherine River 130 x 90 x 35 string square shaped open top. 4833
01/05/2013 SAM A71176 basket biting bag F N. T. Alligator River 60 x 45 x 35 R. T. Maurice string, bark? 4835
01/05/2013 SAM A70518 basket biting bag F N. T. Alligator River 120(60) x 93 x 60 Maurice 1902 string, vegetable 

fibre
oval shaped. top tied with string. 4838

01/05/2013 SAM A3358 basket biting bag F N. T. Alligator River 65 x 40 x 40 string, pipe clay small bag with no opening 4834
01/05/2013 SAM A3362 basket dilly bag L Newcastle Waters 130 x 90 x 35 Ravenscroft 1892 string, pipe clay square shaped open top 4833
26/04/2013 SAM A2586 basket basket A Port Essington 300 x 95 dia String Closed weave and ochre 4799
26/04/2013 SAM A2532 basket basket A Port Essington 350 x 130 String Closed weave and ochre 4800
26/04/2013 SAM A2567 basket basket B Port Essington 500 x 300dia Cane and reed Open weave with ochre paint design 4798
10/04/2013 NMA - acton 1985.0061.0003 basket basket C 430 x 180 dia J. W. Lindo rush and string A narrow vertical basket woven with 

rush. It is reinforced at the top (of the 
basket) with fibre string, has a string 
handle, and is decorated with red 
pigment. open weave.

4733

10/04/2013 NMA - Mitchell 1985.0067.0238 basket basket O 310 x 125 x 245 AASE palm leaf Basket made from a folded cabbage 
tree palm leaf joined with knotted 
fibre string. The handle is made of 
split cane and is secured with split 
cane.

4749

01/05/2013 SAM A3557 basket biting bag F 65 x 45 x 45 string, pipe clay 4836
01/05/2013 SAM A51015 basket biting bag F 70 x 55 x 35 string rectangular shape filled with cloth 4839
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X40634 fibre necklet F Arnhem Land 170 dia. 5mm beads Webb fish/shark vertebrae, 

human hair
vertebrae threaded onto human hair 
or string.

The curator Lindy 
Allen thinks these are 
mainly from east 
Arnhem Land - from 
milingimbi to Mud 
island on the east 
coast..

0461-0462

26/04/2013 SAM A33072 fibre arm ring B E. Alligator River 120 x 30 String Donut shaped ring, Light colour 
string.

4804

26/04/2013 SAM A3155 fibre arm ring B E. Alligator River 120 x 33 String Donut shaped ring, Dark colour string. 4804
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28676 fibre hair belt girdle O East Alligator River 250 x 180 x 70 Mela Cahill human hair tied at the top in a bundle.. 0449-453
10/04/2013 NMA - Mitchell 1985.0206.0001 fibre headdress A 105 x 285 x 260 church missionary bark Bark wound in circle and wound to 

form deep brim, centre filled with 
loose bark. Oenpelli.

4742

10/04/2013 NMA - Mitchell 1985.83.18 fibre fibre O 690 x 50 x 85 R. Berndt fibre, paint, wood. Bird shape culpture of bark bound 
with 2 ply fibre string, legs and beak 
wood, surface pigmented with 
alternating bands of colour.

Also described as a 
headdress

4739

08/10/2015 SAM A22881 other boomerang D Arnhem Land 821 x 68 J. Watson 1937 Hardwood fluted on one side even 9654
08/10/2015 SAM A5460 other boomerang D Borroloola 720 x 183 Hardwood decorated all over hooked type 9647-8
08/10/2015 SAM A31969 other boomerang D Borroloola 735 x 200 Hardwood decorated hook hooked type 9649-50
08/10/2015 SAM A31968

other
boomerang D Borroloola 723 x 190 Hardwood decorated hook - could be pair of 

previous
hooked type

08/10/2015 SAM A5453 other boomerang D Borroloola 860 x 230 Hardwood fluted on one side hooked type 9651-53
08/10/2015 SAM A5399 other boomerang D Borroloola 920 x 61 Hardwood fluted both sides even 9655
08/10/2015 SAM A31971 other boomerang D Borroloola 735 x 205 Hardwood fluted on 1 3/4 sides. ochred hooked type 9658-9
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08/10/2015 SAM A34582
other

boomerang D Borroloola 745 x 60 Hardwood fluted on one side. ochred and 
painted on end

even
9660

08/10/2015 SAM A77669 other boomerang D Central Aust 747 x 290 Hardwood fine flutin on one side, ochred hooked type 9675
08/10/2015 SAM A50682 other boomerang D Central Aust 725 x 285 Hardwood fluted on one side hooked type 9676
08/10/2015 SAM A21123 other club L Coorong 720 x 240 Tindale Hardwood round handle hooked type 9679-80
08/10/2015 SAM A5529 other boomerang D Daly River 810 x 76 softwood round hook. white and incised design hooked - swan head? 9656-7
08/10/2015 SAM A43495 other boomerang D Darwin 765 x 135 Hardwood white painted ends hooked type 9661
08/10/2015 SAM A43497

other
boomerang D Darwin 908 x 60 Hardwood incised design one side. scored other 

side
even

9662-4
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28462 other club B East Alligator River 1600 x 53 dia at big end x 

40 dia at small end
Murkin Cahill 1922 wood painf hardwood club very heavy implement 0445-0447

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28472 other club C East Alligator River 1386 x 120 x 21. wood, resin, string, 
paint

resin and string on the handle. paint 
design on tip.

0492-0495

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28486 other club L East Alligator River 1530 x 440 x 60 wood, paint hook end painted with pipe clay. 0480-0482
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28474 other club C east Arnhem land 1280 x 110 x 30. wood, paint shaped handle 0486-0489
08/10/2015 SAM A5465 other boomerang D Gulf of Carpentaria 847 x 252 Hardwood fluted both sides hooked type 9676
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X18741 other pregnancy stick O Kakadu 612 x 80 x 18 spencer wood, human hair, 

paint/pipe clay, 
string

hair tassel held on with string and 
pipe clay.

0454-0456

08/10/2015 SAM A5454 other boomerang D Katherine river 890 x 235 Hardwood fluted on one side, white hook end hooked type 9665
08/10/2015 SAM A51120

other
boomerang D Katherine River 

district
645 x 54 Hardwood

fluted 1 3/4 sides
hooked type

9666
08/10/2015 SAM A51131

other
boomerang D Katherine River 

district
710 x 235 Hardwood

fluted on one side, partial on other
hooked type

9667
08/10/2015 SAM A51121

other
boomerang D Katherine River 

district
638 x 52 Hardwood

fluted on one side
even

9668
01/05/2013 SAM A2203 other axe F Liverpool river 320 x 75 x 40 wood, string, stone, 

gum.
4840

08/10/2015 SAM A31980 other boomerang D McArthur River 843 x 218 Hardwood fluted both sides, string bind on hook hooked type 9669
08/10/2015 SAM A32076

other
boomerang D McArthur to Daly 

river
770 x 55 Hardwood

fluted on one side, Yellow ochre end
even

9670
31/07/2014 Australian museum E35400 other club C Milingimbi 1205 x 84 O. Lambert hardwood 

(ironwood) paint
P7317925

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X37530 other boomerang D Milingimbi 660 x 57 x 13 Webb wood paint hardwood boomerang with fluted 
decoration and painted ends.

span 110mm

no boomerangs listed 
under west Arnhem 
Land in the database 
but these are similar 
to some stencils in 
Kakadu. 

0458-0459

26/04/2013 SAM A41988 other club C N.W. Arnhem Land 1485 x 105 x 20 Meyarrol Misses Hardy Hardwood, string, 
paint

Painted design on proximal. Fish tail 
distal.

Broken tip 6mm 4781-82

26/04/2013 SAM A67482 other club C N.W. Arnhem Land 1330 x 68 x 24 Meyarrol Hardwood No paint Not well shaped 4781-82
26/04/2013 SAM A67483 other club C N.W. Arnhem Land 1355 x 68 x 21 Meyarrol RAH 1981 Hardwood, paint Remnant of paint design. Sword club 4781-82
26/04/2013 SAM A15276 other Digging stick E N.W. Arnhem Land 520 x 38 x 26 Wood Bent hardwood stick with incised 

marks at each end.
4791
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collection
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01/05/2013 SAM SC40 other ceremony O no data 1060 x 85 x 17 Muraian sacred stickscotch college wood, paint 2 pronged implement with paint 
design and 2 holes

holes suggest it was 
hung in some way. 
rarrk work looks 
recent.

This is a Muraian 
sacred object from 
the Kakadu tribe. 
Similar items were 
collected by Spencer 
who saw them being 
used during the 
increase ceremony. 
Each stick represents 
a individual totem; 
crocodile, fish, bird 
etc.

4853

08/10/2015 SAM A46233 other boomerang D Nth Central Aust 760 x 260 Hardwood fluted on one side hooked type 9677
08/10/2015 SAM A46230 other boomerang D Nth Central Aust 745 x 235 Hardwood fluted on one side hooked type 9678
26/04/2013 SAM A47834 other Fan J Oenpelli 390 x 200 x ? Goose wing, string, 

resin
Two pieces of wing bound together 
with string and resin.

4787-4789

08/10/2015 SAM A5457

other

boomerang D Pine Creek 748 x 175 Mrs T Evans Hardwood
fluted on one side, white hook end, 
charred handle

hooked type. 
described by P. Jones 
(2004:57) 9671

08/10/2015 SAM A32067
other

boomerang D Pine Creek or 
Katherine

760 x 195 Hardwood
fluted on 1 1/2 sides.

hooked type
9672

08/10/2015 SAM A35208 other boomerang D Roper River 650 x 58 Hardwood fluted on one side even 9673
31/07/2014 Australian Museum E80920 other fan J Tjimunda 420 x 220 Meehan exp 1986 goose wing no image
10/04/2013 NMA - acton 1985.0061.0022 other didgeridoo G 1270 x 50 dia mole J. W. Lindo wood, paint. A hollow, cylindrical bamboo 

dronepipe, incised with zig-zag lines 
and pigmented with bands and dots.

4735, 4737

10/04/2013 NMA - acton 1985.61.9 other ornament O 10 x 90 x 65 J. W. Lindo kangaroo teeth, 
beeswax, fibre 
string.

head ornament 4731

10/04/2013 NMA - Mitchell 1985.0153.0060 other sculpture O 1085 x 100 x 125 Dr. Helen Wurm wood, paint. Wood sculpture, simplified human 
form, truncated head, exaggerated 
chest and hips, pigmented black and 
white dots on red background.

4746 - 4747

10/04/2013 NMA - Mitchell 1985.0067.0212 other smoking pipe O 40 x 540 x 50 AASE wood, metal Hollow square wooden smoking pipe, 
with a blocked distal end,

and a metal bowl inserted in a hole 
near that end. The pipe is of

a Malayan type, with incised cross-
hatching.

4740

08/10/2015 SAM A41387

other

boomerang D 848 x 285 Dr J Harris Browne 2nd stuart 
expedition 
1859

Hardwood

fluted both sides

hooked type

9674
08/10/2015 SAM A77762 other boomerang D 780 x 390 Hardwood fluted on one side hooked type 9681
19/09/2013 Museum Victoria X018263 spear spear - stone 

tipped
I Alligator River 2560 x 15 x 120 Cahill wood, stone, resin, 

string, ochre, clay, 
feather.

solid wood body. handle/ proximal 
end coloured with white pipe clay. 
stone tip hafted with resin, string and 
coloured with white pipe clay. 
remnants of feathers on the hafting.

6830-6831

12/03/2014 SAM A4586 spear goose 
spearthrower

A Alligator River 1190 x 12.5 Maurice, R. T. bamboo/reed, resin top 7174-76

12/03/2014 SAM A30709 spear goose 
spearthrower

A Alligator River 1005 x 11 R. T. Maurice 1929 3rd down 7174-76

20/04/2015 SAM A44507 spear spear - uni-serial A Alligator River 3150
20/04/2015 SAM A44505 spear spear - uni-serial A Alligator River 2700

museum/
collection
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20/04/2015 SAM A44506 spear spear - uni-serial A Alligator River 3170
20/04/2015 SAM A44509 spear spear - uni-serial A Alligator River 3180
12/03/2014 SAM A50969 spear spear B Alligator River 2885 x 630 kumorna Mrs L. G. Rogers 14.3.1958 wood, bamboo 7 square barbed + tip 3 broken barbs 7151
20/04/2015 SAM A44582 spear spear - fish spear H alligator river 2575
12/03/2014 SAM A44513 spear slate tip pear I Alligator River 2860 x 140 Mrs C. E. C. Wilson slate, bamboo, etc bi-facially chipped 

slate tip
7163

12/03/2014 SAM A44575 spear slate tip spear I Alligator River 2393 x 155 W. P. Roy slate, (mud stone) 
bamboo, etc

7164

12/03/2014 SAM A5241 (463) spear lanceolate metal 
spear

K/Q Alligator River 2875 x 260 murrnginj Maurice, R. T. metal, bamboo, etc nicely shaped metal 
tip - lanceolate shape

7165

20/04/2015 SAM A44512 spear spear Q Alligator River 2840 bamboo/reed, slate
31/07/2104 Australian Museum E30311 spear spear I Arnhem land 2525 x 120 N.G. Lindsay quartzite, reed, 

string, clay
no image

20/04/2015 SAM A50873 spear spear - uni-serial A Arnhem Land 2740 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

20/04/2015 SAM A42686 spear spear - uni-serial A Arnhem Land 2675 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

20/04/2015 SAM A44274 spear spear - uni-serial A Arnhem Land 2910 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

20/04/2015 SAM A34850 spear spear - uni-serial A Arnhem Land 2730 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

20/04/2015 SAM A61518 spear spear - square 
barbed

B Arnhem Land 2940 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

12/03/2014 SAM A52984 spear lanceolate spear Q Arnhem Land 2290 x 350 P. K. Evans 1960 hardwood, bamboo, 
paint.

hardwood lanceolate tip painted design on 
wooden tip

7158-9

01/05/2013 SAM A57181 spear spear tip U Arnhem Land (prob) 630 x 45 x 10 wood, paint. multi notched tip with painted design 4851
12/03/2014 SAM A61521 spear 3 pronged spear H Arnhem Land, 

Wyndham
2750 x 370 C. P. Mountford 1920 wood, bamboo, 

string, resin, ochre.
7162

12/03/2014 SAM A61520 spear 3 pronged spear H Arnhem Land, 
Wyndham

2783 x 390 C. P Mountford 1920 wood, bamboo, 
resin, paint

7160

12/03/2014 SAM A4630 spear bi serial spear D Barraloola. Billy 
Hughes, Spotted 
Tiger and Oolgana  
mines

2970 x 585 Stott, Mounted Constable Robert hardwood, bamboo, 
etc

5 pairs of barbs + tip 2 broken barbs 7168

20/04/2015 SAM A31840 spear spear Q Borroloola 3170 wood, metal
31/07/2014 Australian Museum E12235 spear spear I Borroloola - 

McArthur river
2690 x 165 A. Kilgour quartzite, reed, 

string gum.
no image

12/03/2014 SAM A4663 spear spear B Daly River 3263 x 710 A. M. Christie wood, bamboo, red 
ochre, white clay, 
resin

9 barbs + tip, slightly rounded. Long 
spear

2 broken barbs, 1 half 
broken

7153

20/04/2015 SAM A4662 spear spear - square 
barbed

B
Daly River

2950 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

20/04/2015 SAM A4658 spear spear - square 
barbed

B
Daly River

2640 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

20/04/2015 SAM A4668 spear spear - square 
barbed

B
Daly River

3050 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

12/03/2014 SAM A4660 spear bi-directional 
spear

C Daly River 3005 x 525 madjubali A. M. Christie wood, bamboo, red 
ochre, white clay, 
resin

bi- directional spear with 7 barbs + tip 7154

12/03/2014 SAM A31633 spear 3 pronged spear H Daly River 2720 x 420 Christie, A. M. none
01/05/2013 SAM A31632 spear spear O Daly River 2850 x 200 x 28 wood, string #4 2 pronged, coarse external barbs. 4846
12/03/2014 SAM A30701 spear goose 

spearthrower
A Daly Waters 1020 x 12 government house fete bamboo/reed. resin 4th down


broken tip

7174-76

20/04/2015 SAM A56470 spear spear - fish spear G Darwin 2650
20/04/2015 SAM A4829 spear spear - fish spear G Darwin 3190
20/04/2015 SAM A30457 spear spear - fish spear H Darwin 2595
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collection

accession # category type type 
code

language/region dimensions name collector accession 
date

material description comments photo #date
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20/04/2015 SAM A4924 spear spear Q Darwin 3080 bamboo/reed, slate
31/07/2014 Australian Museum E42791-4 spear spear I East Alligator River 2805 x 150 x 22/18 T.G.Crooks quartzite, wood, 

string, gum
solid timber shaft has a bark sheath and 

a gum prox
P7317920

31/07/2014 Australian Museum E42797-2 spear spear I East Alligator River 2375 x 165 x 18/12 T.G.Crooks quartzite, wood, 
string, gum

solid wood shaft P7317921

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28427. &. X28428spear spear tips O East Alligator River 410 x 27 x 26.    470 x 27 
x 21

Cahill wood, string, resin. two pronged barbed spear heads. 
9&8 barbs.

0464-0465

19/09/2013 Museum Victoria X19370 spear spear - uni-serial A Gagadju 2845 x 16 x 523 bokko Spencer bamboo, wood, 
resin, clay, string, 
charcoal, yellow 
ochre.

11 barbs + tip. white coloured joints 
and proximal. yellow ochre and 
charcoal design applied to binding.

19/09/2013 Museum Victoria X19393 spear spear - square 
barbed

B Gagadju 2533 x 16 x 485 marrgidjba Spencer bamboo, wood, 
resin, clay, string, 
charcoal.

2 barbs broken. distal repair with 
binding. clay on bamboo joints. 
proximal tip also bound with resin. 
charcoal applied at beginning of tip.

6832-6833

31/07/2014 Australian Museum E11323 spear spear I janula-McCarthur 
river, gulf carpenteria

2375 x 125 x 19/14 S. Gillen quartzite, wood, 
string, white clay.

solid wooden shaft P7317924

20/04/2015 SAM A66875 spear spear Q Milingimbi 2205 wood, metal
20/04/2015 SAM A4667 spear spear - square 

barbed
B

N. T.
2600 bamboo, hardwood 

tip
20/04/2015 SAM A46127 spear spear - square 

barbed
B

N. T.
2830 Bamboo, hardwood 

tip
20/04/2015 SAM A35012 spear spear - square 

barbed
B

N. T.
2580 Bamboo, hardwood 

tip
20/04/2015 SAM A15425 spear spear - square 

barbed
B

N. T.
2570 Bamboo, hardwood 

tip
20/04/2015 SAM A31491 spear spear - square 

barbed
B

N. T.
2930

lund
bamboo, hardwood 
tip

01/05/2013 SAM A64529 spear spear O N. T. 2560 x 360 x 40 wood, black resin, 
string

#5 2 pronged internal fine barbs. 4846

01/05/2013 SAM A53643 spear spear Q N. T. 2825 x 200 bamboo, metal, red 
ochre

#3 ochred bamboo body. wide metal 
spear tip.

4846

20/04/2015 SAM A65460 spear spear Q N. T. 2310 wood, metal
20/04/2015 SAM A64373 spear spear Q N. T. 2140 wood, metal
01/05/2013 SAM A50972 spear spear H N. T. Alligator River 2940 x 530 x 40 bamboo, hardwood, 

string, resin, white 
pipe clay

#7 3 pronged (fish spear) external 
barbs

4846

12/03/2014 SAM A4588 spear goose 
spearthrower

A N. T. Eastern Chief 
Mine

1105 x 14 Marval, A. E. 1906 bamboo/reed, resin 7169-71

12/03/2014 SAM A45892 spear spear I N. T. Eastern chief 
mine

2553 x 130 yorndidj Flehr, Mrs L. G. quartzite, bamboo, 
etc

7166

12/03/2014 SAM A53642 spear metal tipped 
spear

K/Q N. T. Eastern chief 
mine

2920 x 230 Turner, J. T. 1961 steel, bamboo, etc red ochre on bamboo 
segment joins

7167

12/03/2014 SAM A13425 spear squared barbed 
spear

B N.T. Eastern chief 
mine

2565 x 495 marrigidba Murphy wood, bamboo, red 
ochre, white clay.

7 barbs + tip 1 broken tip 7157

26/04/2013 SAM A15307 spear spear A N.W. Arnhem Land 2727 x 470 x 25 Bokko Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#4 Hardwood uniserial barbed tip red 
ochred. Gum and string hafting. 
Remnants of white decoration. 9 
barbs

Fragile break on one 
tip.

4777

26/04/2013 SAM A15306 spear spear A N.W. Arnhem Land 2780 x 500 x 30 Bokko Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#9 - 15 barbs 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A15309 spear spear A N.W. Arnhem Land 2760 x 540 x 25 Bokko Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#7 - 10 barbs 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A15219 spear spear A N.W. Arnhem Land 2780 x 510 x 25 Bokko Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#10 - 9 barbs 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A54524 spear spear A N.W. Arnhem Land 3020 x 590 x 25 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#7 - Uniserial barbed 10 barbs 1 
broken

4777
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26/04/2013 SAM A15308 spear spear C N.W. Arnhem Land 2800 x 480 x 42 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#6. Double direction barbs 6 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A15290 spear spear C N.W. Arnhem Land 2665 x 420 x 30 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#5. Double direction barbs 8 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A54521 spear spear E N.W. Arnhem Land 1545 x 415 x 8 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#1-3. Goose spear Very light 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A54522 spear spear E N.W. Arnhem Land 1610 x 470 x 8 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#1-3. Goose spear 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A54520 spear spear E N.W. Arnhem Land 1620 x 480 x 10 Bamboo, hardwood 
tip

#1,2,3. Goose spear 4777

26/04/2013 SAM A15984 spear spear F N.W. Arnhem Land 2480 x 130 x 40 dalhgurr Bamboo, wooden 
point

Hardwood point is shaped like a 
stone point and covered in white 
ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15988 spear spear F N.W. Arnhem Land 2670 x 125 x 38 Bamboo, wooden 
point

Hardwood point is shaped like a 
stone point and covered in white 
ochre.

Inland 4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15271 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2570 x 125 x 35 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4777

26/04/2013 SAM A15986 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2740 x 100 x 35 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15987 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2595 x 120 x 50 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

Inland 4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15983 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2360 x 115 x 30 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15982 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2440 x 100 x 35 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

Inland 4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15270 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 1930 x 140 x 35 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15275 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2920 x 100 x 40 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15272 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2530 x 110 x 38 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15273 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2450 x 135 x 40 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15274 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 3065 x 110 x 36 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

26/04/2013 SAM A15985 spear spear I N.W. Arnhem Land 2515 x 140 x 40 Bamboo, quartzite 
point

Stone tipped spear. String and resin 
hafting covered in white ochre.

4770

01/05/2013 SAM A68776 spear spear tip D no data 680 x 50 x 10 Namarngorl gunbarrebarnmo wood square barbed bi-serial tip 4851
12/03/2014 SAM A30710 spear cylindrical 

spearthrower
G no data 900 x 22 hardwood, resin bottom spearthrower 7172

12/03/2014 SAM A31449 spear spear B Northern Territory. 
Eastern chief mine

2722 x 680 Lund wood, bamboo, 
resin, white clay, red 
ochre.

3 broken barbs 6 square barbs 7152

31/07/2014 Australian Museum E68528 spear spear O NT 2869 x 465 unknown hardwood, reed, 11/10 barbs no image
01/05/2013 SAM A51900 spear spear G Nth Australian type 3020 x 440 x 30 bamboo, hardwood, 

string, resin, white 
pipe clay

#6 3 pronged internal barbs 4846
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18/09/2013 Museum Victoria x72460 spear spear E Oenpelli 1236 x 14. 390 tip. Madjawarr Mrs G. Thorne 1998 bamboo, hardwood, 
string, resin, pipe 
clay.

goose spear Five spears registered 
with one registration 
number (X72460). 
One spear retains this 
original registration 
number.

New registration 
numbers were 
assigned to the 
remaining 4 spears: 
X100025 - X100028. 
All spears accounted.

(Accelerated 
Collection 
Preparation, 1998).

Curatorial Anomaly

473

10/04/2013 NMA - Mitchell 1985.0067.0251 spear spear I Oenpelli 30 x 2336 x 50 yorndidj AASE wood, stone, gum, 
fibre

Pigmented cylindrical wooden shaft 
with a stone blade hafted with fibre 
string and adhesive. The blade is a 
triangular shape and ends in a 
crooked point. The fibre string has 
been pigmented with red-brown then 
decorated with rows of white dots 
and two vertical yellow lines. There 
are other light coloured pigment 
markings on the shaft of the spear 
towards the rounded end which is 
hollowed out. Handwritten text in 
white ink on the shaft reads "A-WS 
598" and in black ink "OENPELLI".

4743

12/03/2014 SAM A5240 (462) spear lanceolate spear Q Port Essington 2960 x 320 Stirling, Dr E. C. hardwood, bamboo, 
string, ochre, resin, 
white clay, red 

well shaped lanceolate tip one side of tip shaped 
with a high central 
ridge

7155-6

12/03/2014 SAM A5238 spear lanceolate spear Q Port essington 2975 x 320 Stirling, Dr E. C. hardwood, bamboo, 
string, ochre, resin, 
white clay, red 

broken tip wrapped in 
cardboard.

no photo

31/07/2014 Australian museum E82652 spear spear Q Port Essington 2750 x 195 x 20/10 unreg slate, reed/bamboo, 
string, white clay

chipped slate (or at least black) stone 
tip.

shaft is rudded P7317923

20/04/2015 SAM A4830 spear spear - fish spear G Port Essington 2840
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28423 spear spear - bi-serial D 2590 x 19. 595 x 45(tip) wood, resin, paint. five sets of symmetrical barbs on both 

side. some are broken.
0474-0479

19/09/2013 Museum Victoria X72462 spear spear - bi- serial D 2640 x 17 x 460 bamboo, wood, 
resin, string, pipe 
clay

2 rows of barbs. remnants of white 
clay on the bamboo joints.

6828-6829

19/09/2013 Museum Victoria X19354 spear spear - bone 
point

O 2336 x 16 x 20 wood, bone, resin, 
bamboo, fibre.

fine bone tip hafted with resin. 
proximal end sheathed with bamboo 
and fibre.

6837-6842

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X19386 spear spear U 2620 x 14. 550 x 30 x 
15(tip)

wood, string, resin, 
paint.

closed barbs. paint design on tip. 0466-0467

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X19358 spear spear - fish spear U 1380 x 90. 1220 (prongs) 
x 12 (dia of prongs)

wood,string,resin,bo
ne.

shortened spear, maybe cut, with four 
plain prongs with bone tips adhered 
with resin. 

prongs are quite long. 0468-0471

20/04/2015 SAM A30709 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A Alligator River 1000 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A4586 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A Alligator River 1195 reed, resin

26/04/2013 SAM A4109 spearthrower spearthrower B Alligator River 660 x 34 x 5 Chinainggo Wood, resin, paint Standard shape, painted design at 
both ends.

4795-96

26/04/2013 SAM A4115 spearthrower spearthrower B Alligator River 610 x 30 x 6 Chinainggo Wood, resin, paint Standard shape, painted design at 
both ends.

4795-96

museum/
collection

accession # category type type 
code

language/region dimensions name collector accession 
date
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31/07/2014 Australian Museum E30321 spearthrower spearthrower G Arnhem Land 810 x 20 N.G. Lindsay wood, gum, string P7317927
18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X40660 spearthrower spearthrower  H Arnhem land - 

Milingimbi
940 x 20 x 170 hair olambo rev T. T. Webb 1932 wood, human hair, 

resin, pipe clay, 
charcoal, string

spearthrower made with human hair 
tassel..

cannon photos 
0441-44

incised markings on 
body stained with 
pipe clay and 
charcoal.

probably from east 
Arnhem Land. 

0042-0043

20/04/2015 SAM A30300 spearthrower spearthrower G Aust 715 wood gum string
31/07/2014 Australian Museum E12245 spearthrower spearthrower H Borroloola 880 x 20 Arthur Kilgour human hair, wood, 

gum
tasselled 
spearthrower.

No image

20/04/2015 SAM A30693 spearthrower tasseled H Borroloola 830 Wood, resin, hair, 
string

20/04/2015 SAM A61652 spearthrower spearthrower G coastal NT 760 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A61651 spearthrower spearthrower G coastal NT 760 wood gum string
26/04/2013 SAM A61649 spearthrower spearthrower H Coastal NT 870 x 16 dia Wood, resin, hair, 

string
Round dowel shape with wood tip 
and hair tassel on handle end.

4797

20/04/2015 SAM A4590 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A
Daly River

1100 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A4587 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A
Daly River

1070 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A4592 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A
Daly River

1020 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A41826 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A
Daly River

1135 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A4598 spearthrower spearthrower G Daly River 775 wood gum string painted design
20/04/2015 SAM A4591 spearthrower goose 

spearthrower
A Daly waters 1070 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A30701 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A Daly waters 1030 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A31161 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A Katherine river 1020 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A4594 spearthrower spearthrower G Katherine river 880 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A22123 spearthrower tasseled H mainland - elcho 840 Wood, resin, hair, 

string
20/04/2015 SAM A30700 spearthrower spearthrower G McArthur River 800 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A31160 spearthrower spearthrower G McArthur River 820 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A30702 spearthrower spearthrower G McArthur River 820 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A30691 spearthrower tasseled H McArthur River 890 Wood, resin, hair, 

string
12/03/2014 SAM A427 spearthrower goose 

spearthrower
A Melville Island 1002 x 13 Sayers, D. M. bamboo/reed, resin bottom


broken tip

7174-76

20/04/2015 SAM A68082 spearthrower tasseled H Melville Island 865 Wood, resin, hair, 
string

31/07/2014 Australian Museum E52841 spearthrower spearthrower B Milingimbi 777 x 50 AL expedition hardwood, paint, 
resin

flaired handle paint design on 
handle and distal end. 
Variation on the 
standard shape.

P7317933

20/04/2015 SAM A35563 spearthrower spearthrower C N. Aust 1140 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A51893 spearthrower spearthrower C N. Aust 980 wood gum string
12/03/2014 SAM A33435 spearthrower goose 

spearthrower
A N. T. Eastern Chief 

Mine
1080 x 14 Sayers, D. M. 1899 1944 bamboo/reed, resin 2nd down 7169-71

12/03/2014 SAM A4595 spearthrower cylindrical 
spearthrower

G N. T. Eastern Chief 
Mine

830 x 22 Hewish, Mrs. A. hardwood, resin 3rd down 7169

museum/
collection
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code
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12/03/2014 SAM A50701 spearthrower cylindrical 
spearthrower

G N. T. Eastern Chief 
Mine

810 x 22 Nailsworth Boys Technical School. ex Sparshott collection1957 hardwood, resin, 
string.

top spearthrower 7172

26/04/2013 SAM A67485 spearthrower spearthrower B N. W. Arnhem Land 1050 x 40 x 5 Chinainggo RAH 1981 wood Standard shape. Very light soft wood, 
maybe stained.

4790

20/04/2015 SAM A50119 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A N.T. 1130 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A4688 spearthrower goose 
spearthrower

A N.T. 1100 reed, resin

01/05/2013 SAM A61859 spearthrower spearthrower B N.T. 870 x 35 x 20 Chinainggo wood, gum, string #1. lath type long spearthrower 4830 - 32
29/04/2013 SAM A47470 spearthrower spearthrower C N.T. 1000 x 50 x 8 Hodder 1932 wood, paint #2. curved very thin blade like body. 

cone shaped barb
palati style 4830 - 32

20/04/2015 SAM A47470 spearthrower spearthrower C N.T. 1000 wood gum string
29/04/2013 SAM A45696 spearthrower spearthrower G N.T. 725 x 20 dia Norman wood gum string #3. round/dowel style Goose spearthrower 4830 - 32
20/04/2015 SAM A72043 spearthrower goose 

spearthrower
A no data 1050 reed, resin

20/04/2015 SAM A31157 spearthrower spearthrower C no data 1020 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A68743 spearthrower spearthrower G no data 900 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A68742 spearthrower spearthrower G no data 880 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A30710 spearthrower spearthrower G no data 900 wood gum string
26/04/2013 SAM A67484 spearthrower spearthrower B no data 960 x 40 x 5 Chinainggo Royal Adelaide Hosp 19811981 Wood Standard shape. Timber peg set in 

resin. No decoration
4790

20/04/2015 SAM A4599 spearthrower spearthrower G Tennant creek 770 wood gum string
20/04/2015 SAM A4593 spearthrower goose 

spearthrower
A Victoria river 970 reed, resin

26/04/2013 SAM A54523 spearthrower spearthrower B W Arnhem Land 940 x 36 x 5 Chinainggo RAH 1981 wood Standard shape. Remnants of paint 
design

4790

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X28437 spearthrower spearthrower B W Arnhem Land 1003 x 43 x 11 Chinainggo Cahill wood. string. resin typical lath spearthrower. no decoration X28437_P9186813
31/07/2014 Australian Museum E4663 spearthrower spearthrower B 955 x 42 billitta New South Wales Commissioners of the Chicago Exposition 18931894 wood gum described in 

catalogue as 'spatula' 
shaped!

P7317934

10/04/2013 NMA - acton 1985.109.28 spearthrower spearthrower B 50 x 1080 x 12 chinainggo rev. Alfred John Dyer wood, gum, fibre, 
paint

Wooden spearthrower in two parts, 
the shaft tapering to the waisted, 
rounded proximal end, whilst the 
distal end has a wooden peg 
attached at an acute angle with fibre 
binding and adhesive, pigmented 
overall.

4737

10/04/2013 NMA - acton 1985.109.27 spearthrower spearthrower B 37 x 869 x 15 rev. Alfred John Dyer wood, paint. similar to #28 other than the peg is 
missing, the proximal end is broken 
and it is much shorter.

4737

19/09/2013 Museum Victoria X17180 spearthrower spearthrower - 
broad or long 
necked

D Roper River - 
eastern Arnhem 
Land 

510 x 98 x 12 Spencer 1911 wood, resin, ochre broad bodied spearthrower with the 
start of a necked hook. neck is 12 
mm wide. handle is 42 mm at 
narrowest point. timber is strong but 
light in weight and colour. has been 
covered in red ochre.

similar to stencil 
30110.

6820-6827

18/09/2013 Museum Victoria X97928 spearthrowers spearthrower - 
long or lath

B Oenpelli 855 x 48 x 13 Chinainggo The Christensen foundation wood, resin, lath spearthrower with a less defined 
shape but with a well defined hook.

big hook on end 
similar to stencil 
30110. The handle is 
not as notched as 
others.

498

12/03/2014 SAM A33437 goose 
spearthrower

A Alligator River 1120 x 13 Maurice R. T. 1902 1944 2nd down 7174-76
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