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analysed, while again the presence of strong relationships between these two 
realms was argued. 

The last chapter of this section was dedicated to issues central of this work, 
establishing a clear link of mutual dependence between human beings, earth and 
plants, as all partake in a common reproductive cycle. First, traditional myths 
concerning the growth of trees and cultigens were examined, as these join human 
death and floral fertility in a causal relation. As the dead are still buried in the 
gardens, in Nusa Penida burial and exhumation practices were found to emphasise 
this causal relation. Then, ideas about plant and human fertility and their 
reproduction were analysed. In this context it was argued that in Nusa Penida the 
reproduction of life jointly encompasses and unites human beings, their ancestors, 
the earth and plants. According to traditional ideas, ancestors have a central role in 
it since, once buried, the flesh of their bodies is believed to feed lbu Pretiwi and 
contribute to the growth of plants and cultigens. This process is understood as a 
cycle of reciprocity between lbu Pretiwi and the human beings. The reciprocity is 
constantly renewed on the occasion of burial, when the corpse is given to lbu 
Pretiwi, and at harvest time when lbu Pretiwi returns its favours to human beings. 
In an analogous way, a bond of reciprocity - again mediated by the ancestors - is 
maintained between trees and human beings. This link is constantly reiterated on 
the occasion of Tumpek Pangatag, when productive trees, dressed as ancestors, 
are themselves fed. 

Throughout this analysis, the analogy between human and plant fertility has 
been maintained. Additionally, in the analysis of the expression of sexuality and 
fertility in three of the central goddesses of the Balinese pantheon, I have argued 
for the crucial role of lbu Pretiwi, who encompasses both the positive features 
attributed to Dewi Sri and the negative ones of Rangda. In the model of the 
divinities associated with plants, land and fertility the combined opposites of Dewi 
Sri and Rangda are transcended by lbu Pretiwi who, as mother earth, bestows 
plant and produce on the living. Finally, on the basis of this evidence, I have 
postulated the presence of a double relationship underlying material and social life 
in Nusa Penida which directly relates to burial practices. On the one hand, the flesh 
of the ancestors is transformed into plants and cultigens, and provides the means 
of material reproduction, while, on the other, their bones are made into purified 
god-like ancestors, who come to express the principle of identity and the origins of 
the community, and, as such, are regularly worshipped in the shrines of each 
compound and village temples. 

In the third part of the thesis, from chapters IX to XIII, my aim has been to 
investigate in more detail practical and symbolic issues concerning the relationship 
between plants and human beings through the examination of a number of 
important plants which are either cultivated or grow wild in Nusa Penida. 
Throughout this section I have maintained that plant knowledge, as expressed in 
banjar Sakti, is simultaneously shaped and generated by botanical characteristics, 
agricultural practices, and ordinary habits, as well as ritual use, and all these 
elements contribute to creating the cultural significance of certain botanical 
species. 

In the opening chapter of this section I outlined the meaning given to some of 
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the key concepts used in the analysis of the relationship humans have with plants. 
The semiotic concepts of icon, index and symbol, as well as the presence of 
polysemic terms in the definition of plants and their characteristics, were examined. 
Additionally, the wide use of metaphors referring to plants in Southeast Asia was 
also considered, as this distinctive feature has been understood to express a 
particular type of relationship between human beings, plants and their universe. 
Last but not least, I have discussed the limitations of focusing only on linguistic 
relations, and the additional need to examine agricultural practices associated with 
the growth of plants and cultigens, as these are similarly fundamental in shaping 
ideas and perceptions related to the world of flora. 

As a first example, the coconut plant, its distribution in Nusa Penida and the 
significance of its ownership, in the background of the jero - jaba relationship, was 
analysed. The ethnobotany of the plant, the nut, and the respective stages of 
growth were examined, and the importance of the ritual for the planting of the nut 
investigated. This ceremony is central to the relationship the people of Nusa 
Penida have with this plant, as the ritual is a metaphorical statement about their 
aspiration to have a fertile productive tree. This was followed by an examination of 
metaphors that associate the plant or the nut and the human body. In this context, 
correspondences between terms used to describe the plant and the human body 
were considered, and the ritual significance of the coconut in the milieu of Balinese 
rites of passage dealt with. 

Because coconuts are used extensively in Balinese rituals as vessels for parts 
of the human body, I have argued for the presence of a further crucial analogy 
between coconuts and human beings for, just as a coconut tree is brought to life by 
the nut that is its seed, so the life of a human being is related to and depends on 
the nut that contains his/her afterbirth, which as a 'seed' (wadah ari-an) is buried 
inside the compound, and for which offerings must be constantly provided. 

The banana plant and its fruit was the second example. The general 
ethnobotany of the plant, its varieties and produce was examined. Again, the 
significance of the ritual associated with the planting came to the fore, together 
with the crucial role attributed to the farmer in this process. The importance of 
harvesting the fruit and the significance of the plant was discussed, as in various 
circumstances it is considered to be a substitute for the human being. In this light, 
attention was paid to the use of a banana stem in the wayang kulit, as well as to 
ideas of equivalence between a cut banana stem and a corpse. Finally, the 
composition of a complex Balinese icon (pisang jat1) and the ritual use of the plant, 
of its flower and leaves was examined. 

The third example grouped together a number of trees that have a general 
importance in Bali, such as bamboo, sugarcane, dapdap, the betel and the areca 
palm. First of all, the ethnobotany and iconic significance of the bamboo and 
sugarcane were examined; in this context, the category of buku and its significance 
was analysed. The concept of buku stands out as a general category in Balinese 
culture, for in it ideas coalesce about the way plants, such as bamboo or 
sugarcane, and human beings resemble each other structurally, as both of them 
are thought to be composed of parts articulated and connected together by joints. 
Then, I considered the role of dapdap, and argued that its metaphorical 
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significance is largely determined by the position this plant has in ordinary farming 
as the practical use of the plant has become indexical of its ritual use. Further, 
betel leaves and the areca nut have been carefully explored and the symbolic 
importance of offering this pair was discussed in various contexts. Although these 
plants are associated with the chewing of the betel quid, I presented instances of 
the use of the areca nuts detached from that context, and described the use of the 
plant as a metaphor for fertility. Finally, the ceremonial use of the red saliva and 
the ritualised beginning of betel chewing was discussed. 

The final example was entirely dedicated to the analysis of maize, as the 
cultivation of this cereal in Nusa Penida has taken the place of rice. The 
ethnobotany of the plant, its growth and the development of the ear were 
considered. Then, the whole maize ritual cycle and agricultural activities preceding 
and following the harvest were examined. Here, I argued that the maize agricultural 
cycle is a total social fact, as it brings together issues related to the cultivation of 
the plant and the rituals associated with it in the context of the seasonal agricultural 
practices and the social organisation of banjar Sakti. The analysis of the maize 
cycle of growth and the ceremonies related to it, reiterates the dependence of this 
society on land, agriculture, and reciprocity, as this latter issue is the bond that 
links together ideas related to cultivation of cereals, ancestors beliefs and 
convictions about the environment and the universe. These themes, common 
throughout the Indonesian archipelago, associate Nusa Penida with the wider 
expanse of Indonesian cultures, rather than narrowly identifying its peculiarities 
with Bali. 

I have discussed some of the logic that appears to be behind these 
issues. In this section, I have argued for the need to examine 

and associated with them, not as the expression a hidden code 
establishing one-to-one equivalences, but as signs entangled in a web of 
relationships which may be interpreted with the help of different frameworks. In this 
respect, I have indicated that the logic of the relationship between human beings 
and plants may be reduced to a set of patterns and practical operators which 
reveal crucial aspects, elements and categories central to the culture of Nusa 
Penida and Bali. These patterns are intended as general models, as they express, 
firstly, the significance of reciprocal relationships between human beings and 
plants, and the possibility of their mutual transformation; secondly, the importance 
and the values attached to domesticated vs wild categories in 
attention and determining the way offerings should be fashioned 

the role a set of basic qualities associated with 
homologies between they and human illnesses; and, the 
to 



understanding categories, metaphors and associations central to a society which is 
still dependent upon agriculture for its subsistence. In this light, this work may be 
understood as an inception, a brief prolegomena, of a much needed work still to be 
done, about the practices and ideas the people of Bali have about the whole of 
their natural world. 



A 

ab as an: 

abian: 

ad at: 

a deg: 

adegan: 

adem: 

adi: 

ajengan: 

akah: 

alas: 

ambengan: 

ambul: 

anceng [NP]: 

an get: 

anteng: 

arak: 

areng: 

ares: 

ari-ari: 

asagan: 

ati 

awig-awig: 

B 

baas: 

babad: 

baburon: 

bada: 

bagawan: 

bajang: 

bajang papah: 

bale: 

Bali Aga: 

GLOSSARY OF BALINESE TERMS 

sloping land, generally a hillside, that has been fully cleared of vegetation 
and is used for cultivation. 

cultivated area, a garden or an orchard 

traditional principles that regulate the life of a banjar or of a desa and that 
make no distinction between secular and religious domains 

the shape of a human body. 

a small piece of wood on which the image of the person to be cremated 1s 
drawn. 

the material residue which is left in the mouth after the chewing of the betel 
quid. 

classificatory term: younger sibling. 

food offering presented to the gods. 

root. 

forest area that includes all types of flora. 

grass of the botanical species IMPERATA CYLINDRICA 

to sulk. 

path descending to a spring that has either been carved into the cliffs wall or 
artificially made by thrusting wooden stakes into it. 

hot, referring to qualities attributed to plants. 

sash. 

distilled palm wine. 

charcoal made from coconut shells 

a dish made with the cooked stem of a young banana plant mixed with 
spices, coconut milk and pork, or chicken bones. 

human placenta. 

a small bamboo platform set at the foot of the penjor. 

the liver. This organ is considered by the Balinese to be the seat of emotions 

traditional desa laws. Once orally transmitted or written on lontar leaf. these 
laws define the rules and customs of the inhabitants of the desa. spell out 
their secular and religious obligations, outline a code of proper conduct and 
determine fines and sanctions for those who breach them. 

unhusked rice. 

in traditional agricultural practices it indicates the clearing of land: in literary 
tradition it refers to a genre of historical-genealogical chronicles. 

the realm of animals. 

pig enclosure. 

royal priest. 

young unmarried person. 

icon of a child made with the initial section of a coconut frond on the 
occasion of tutug kambuhan, a ritual performed 42 days after the birth of a 
child. 

open building comprising a roof structure sustained by a variable number of 
pillars. It is found in houseyards as well as in temple complexes or public 
areas. 

a term used to indicate a group of Balinese villages and their inhabitants set 
in remote Balinese regions and supposed to conserve old mores. Bali Aga 
ascribe to themselves the role of keeper of the original Balinese identity, they 
do not recognise themselves as descendants of the old Javanese who 
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ba/ian: 

bangrak [NP]: 

banjar. 

banjar adat: 

banten: 

base: 

batang: 

conquered Bali, do not acknowledge the caste order and the spiritual role of 
pedanda. In particular. to them are attributed customs different from those of 
Hindu Bali in matter of death rituals, and in the making of holy water. 
healer and pratictioner of medicine and magic. 

plough used in Nusa Penida. 

a term that may refer to a hamlet, to a group of residential units, or as 
happens in Nusa Penida, to a whole village. The term is also used to indicate 
the community of those living in that area and their institutions and it is 
generally associated with administrative (banjar dinas) and customary 
(banjar adat) functions. 

it simultaneously defines: the geographical area within which the inhabitants 
adhere to a common tradition and the institution consisting of all married 
males residing within the banjar precinct. Although more important at the 
local level, the banjar adat is hierarchically encompassed by the desa adat. 

a type of offering presented to the gods and superior beings. 

sirih [PIPER BETLE LINN.]. 

the stem of a banana plant. 

Batara Baruna: the lord of the sea. 

bataran [NP]: stone walls supporting the lower border of a terrace in Nusa Penida. 
baton: 

bayu: 

be/i: 

bendesa: 

bendesa gede: 

bet: 

biakukung: 

bija ratus: 

bingin: 

binih: 

biu: 

biuh: 

bluluk: 

an offering that joins together a sprouting coconut and a sprouting areca nut 
which, carried in procession by the relative of the groom to the house of the 
bride, is presented to the bride's relatives immediately after marriage. 

wind, air, gas or breath. Also the breath of life or the body's life energy. 

classificatory term: elder male sibling. 
leader, head, village official. The term is equivalent to that of kelihan and is 
applied to traditional institutions: e.g. Bendesa Adat, also Kelihan Desa Adat. 

former high institutional officer of Nusa Penida. A bendesa gede was at the. 
head of each of the two districts of Nusa Penida where he was responsible 
for applying and enforcing the kingdom's laws. 
the term indicates any land area that has never been cultivated: the word 
indicates a small forest, or more commonly bushland without large trees. 

a ritual in which food and drink are offered to the maize in Nusa Penida, or 
the rice in Bali. In the ritual the plant is likened to a pregnant woman and the 
feeding is done to satisfy the craving plant and promote an abundant 
harvest. 
an offering made of a small bundle containing the seeds of all significative 
plants grown in Bali. 
banyan tree [Ficus BENJAMINA LINN.]. In Nusa Penida bingin refers to those 
banyan which have been ritually cleansed. 
seed. 

banana [MUSA PARADISIACA]. 
fertile, also something in large quantities. 

the fruit of thejaka tree (sugar palm) [ARENGA PINNATA]. 
boreh: a powder used as ointment or balm made with coconut, rice, kunyit 

[CuRCUMA (SPP)] and other botanical and natural components. 
brahmana: the highest of the three caste-like groups collectively called triwangsa 

(brahmana, ksatria, wesia) that characterises the Hindu-Balinese social 
system. 

buah: also jamM [A]: the nut of the areca palm (ARECA CATECHU). 

bubuh: rice flour porridge. 

bubuh sumsum: rice flour porridge given to trees on the occasion of Tumpek Pangatag. 

bu kit: hill. 
buku: 

bun: 

all types of vegetation characterised by a stem divided into joined 
sections.(e.g bamboo, maize). It also refer to human joints. 

the class of all types of creeping vegetation (vine like) with thin as well as 
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bunga: 

bu sung: 

but a: 

buta brega/a: 

buta yadnya: 

c 
caling: 

canang sari: 

cangkok: 

caru: 

cempaka: 

ceper. 

cili-cilian: 

cubang [NP]: 

D 

dadia: 

dadong.· 

dalang: 

dam: 

danda: 

dangin: 

dangin bantas: 

dapdap: 

dauh: 

dauh bantas: 

des a: 

dewa, dewi 

dewa yadnya: 

Dewi Nini: 

don: 

don tlujungan: 

dui: 

du/ang: 

du/uan: 

duma/ada: 

thick twisting stems that may or may not produce crops. 
also sekar. flower. 

a young immature leaf of a coconut. 
evil spirits, terrifying powers or demons associated with chthonic forces. 
Generally associated with kala. 

evil spirits followers of Ratu Gede Macaling in his periodical invasion of Bali. 

rituals for the appeasement of underground (chthonic) forces, spirits, and 
divinities. 

fang. 

a small offering containing flowers, a few grains of uncooked rice, and some 
rolled sirih leaves sprinkled with lime and gambier. 

also kau: the hard shell of the coconut (endocarp). 

a sacrifice presented to chthonic forces. The offerings, of various degree of 
elaboration (e.g. caru panca warna), are placed on the ground 

a tree of the Magnoliae family producing scented flowers. [MICHELIA 
CHAMPACA] 

a small square plate made with coconut leaves in which offerings are placed. 

an anthropomorphic figure made of coconut or lontar leaves; it is generally 
associated with ideas of fertility and refers to Dewi Sri. 
underground water tanks. 

origin group of variable degree of cohesion. The members of the group are 
expected to pray and support a temple (pura dadia) where common 
ancestor-gods are worshipped. 

classificatory term: grandmother. 
the wayang puppet master. He has the competence to perform exorcistic 
rituals for the preparation of particular lustral water. 

dam and open air reservoir. 

a fine. 

toward kangin, eastward, in the direction of the rising sun. 

the kangin side of Nusa Penida. 
common plant of the family of the LEGUMINOSAE with an extensive agricultural 
and ritual use. (ERYTHRINA LITHOSPERMA MIO.) 

toward kauh, westward, in the direction of the sunset. 

the kauh side of Nusa Penida. 
term that refers to a whole village as expressed by the unity of its 
communities, by its institutions and by the temples that represent them. 
class of divine beings, and contemporary a title for the members of the 
ksatria caste. 

set of rituals held for the enthronement, appeasement and commemoration 
of the gods. 
effigy of the rice goddess. 

leaf. 

a cut banana leaf deprived of its extremity. 
the thorny branch of the bekul tree [ZIZYPHUS JUJUBA LAMK] which is employed 
as protective device against molesting spirits. 
a wooden platform on which food is served to respected guests or offerings 
are presented to the gods. 

the term refers to the upward direction; it may be used to refer to the positive 
direction that points toward the summit of Gunung Agung. Precedence is 
ascribed to this direction. 

lukewarm, as referring to qualities attributed to plants. 
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E 

embok: 

em bung: 

engket: 

entik-entikan: 

G 

Ga/ungan: 

game/an: 

gedebong: 

get ah: 

getih 

gria: 

gumbleng: 

idep: 

ila: 

ingkel: 

isi: 

isin bet: 

jaba: 

jagung: 

also mbok: classificatory term: elder female sibling. 
the new tillers of the bamboo. 

the clear sap of a tree. 

general term that concerns everything within the vegetable world that grows. 
sprouts, or is visibly flourishing or developing. It refers especially to new 
sprouts and shoots. 

festival occurring every 210 day of the Balinese calendar. Galungan falls on 
the buda kliwon day of the dunggulan week. The festival celebrates the return 
of the ancestors who are supposed to visit the village and stay for ten days 
until the festival of Kuningan when they are sent away. 
percussion orchestra. 

a banana stem. 

the lymph of a tree. 

blood. 
the residence of a brahmana. 

open air reservoir. 

generally glossed as 'thought'; it is understood more broadly as a category 
indicating all the faculties of the human mind. 
leprosy. 

defines a system of six periodical divisions of Balinese time, each of them 
lasting seven consecutive days. These six periods, whose Old Javanese 
name has been fully integrated into the Balinese language, bear the name of 
six qualifiers to which ingkel are associated: wong, sato, mina, manuk, taru, 
buku - and form a cyclical system that constantly runs through the Balinese 
calendar independently of any other time classification. 

the content of something, its constituent part. 
a spirit believed to abide in the forest or depleted areas. 

'outsider'; the term identifies, by exclusion, all those who do not belong to the 
jeroan and occupy an inferior position to them. In the banjar context these 
people are generally migrants from outside. The term is also applied to a 
spatial division (e.g. to a section of a temple or a palace). 

maize [ZEA MAYS LINN.]. 
jagung gambah: also jagung gembal: sorghum [ANDROPOGON SORGHUM BRoT.] 
jagung so/asan: offering composed of eleven maize cobs presented to Dewi Sri before the 

maize harvest in a ritual called Nunas merla ring Batara Sri. 

jaitan: 

jaka: 

juuk: 

jalikan: 

janggi: 

jangolan: 

jebag 

jero 

general terms that designate any Balinese composition, icon, or decoration 
made with coconut, lontar, or banana leaves. 

sugar palm [ARENGA PINNATA]. 
citrus [CITRUS AURANTUM]. 

also irun [NP]: a fire place. 

coconut shell with a small hole on its bottom from which the water, regulated 
by a wooden needle, flows. In Nusa Penida dry areas this shell is used as a 
shower water container. 
a large boat made with a single hull and no outrigger devices. 

house threshold. 

'insider', member of the jeroan. To this group is ascribed higher status within 
the banjar and desa . Outsiders are supposed to address the members of 
this group with the honorific term of jero that precedes the proper Balinese 
name. (e.g. Jere Wayan, Jere Made etc.). The term is also applied to spatial 
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division (e.g. to a section of a temple or a palace). 

jero dukuh sakti: a priest and exorcist in charge of rituals concerned with the clearing of 
forests, and the opening of the land. 

jeroan: 

jukung: 

K 

kacang ijo 

kacang sutra: 

kahyangan tiga 

kaja: 

kaki: 

kala: 

kelod: 

kangin. 

kauh 

kajeng kliwon: 

ka/pataru 

defines a 'house' claiming higher status within the ban1ar or desa. By 
extension it indicates the residential unit of its members the jero. 

a Balinese outrigger canoe. 

mung bean or green gram [PHASEOLUS (spp)) 

long bean [VIGNA SINENSIS ENDL.]. 

the classic configuration of three founding temples (pura bale agung, pura 
puseh, pura dalem) of the Balinese desa. In Nusa Penida this configuration 
does not occur in every desa. 

one axis of the traditional orientation system in Bali. Kaja is set with 
reference to the most conspicuous landmarks of the island, such as the 
volcano Gunung Agung, the Gunung Batur and other salient mountains, 
which, in opposition to the sea surrounding the island, define the most 
relevant auspicious I inauspicious direction (kaja - kelod) of the system. The 
mountains are considered the abode of the gods and deified ancestors and 
to kaja are ascribed positive values. While from southern Bali and from Nusa 
Penida the main landmark determining the kaja axis is the volcano Gunung 
Agung, from other areas of Bali, and notably from Northern Bali and the 
Batur area other mountains can serve as main referent in the definition of the 
kaja - kelod axis. 

classificatory term grandfather. 

evil spirits, terrifying powers or demons associated with chthonic forces. 
Generally associated with buta. 

the seaward direction of the Balinese compass, opposite of kaja. The sea 1s 
considered to be the abode of ambiguous spirits and ke/od 1s associated with 
both polluting and cleansing values. 

the direction of the Balinese compass that points to the rising sun, eastward 

the direction of the Balinese compass that points to the setting sun, 
westward. 

the coincidence of the kajeng day of the three days week (triwara) with the 
kliwon day of the five days week (pancawara). Kajeng kliwon is endowed with 
intrinsic religious and magical meaning. On this day offerings to the gods, 
ancestors, buta and ka/a are regularly presented in temples and compounds 

a mythical tree of the Hindu Indian tradition dispensing at any time and in an 
unlimited fashion all the produce of the land and the products made by 
human beings. 

kama bang the red female semen. 

kama petak: the white male semen 

kamben: a piece of fabric which, when wrapped around the waist of a man or a 
woman, covers the lower part of their body from the waist to the ankles. It 1s 
the Balinese equivalent of the Javanese sarong. 

kamben adegan: a wooden pillar wrapped with the bast fibre, a fabric-like tissue (called tapis) 
that connects the leaf stalk of a coconut to its stem. Wrapped around the 
central section of the post, the tapis is kept in by a woven frame 
made of bamboo and is said to be like a human kamben. 

kanda pat: the term refers to four elder siblings escorting the new born the 
delivery. They are amniotic fluid (yeh nyom), blood (getih), vemix caseosa 
(lamas) and placenta (ari-an) These elements are collectively known as 
kanda and are supposed to accompany and sustain the child 
his I her life. Beside their physical manifestation the kanda are conceived 
also as spiritual powers and on context are associated with a 

of and divinities. 



kapuk 

kawitan: 

kayonan: 

kayu: 

kelihan: 

kemulan: 

kepah: 

kesela sawi: 

ketan: 

komak: 

kris: 

kroya. 

ksatria: 

kuangen: 

kubu: 

Kuningan: 

L 

lamak: 

lamas: 

leak: 

/is: 

Ion tar: 

M 

kapok tree, [CEIBA PENTANDRA]. 

from wit, the term indicates the point of origin of a descent group. 

the kayonan or gunungan is a figure of the Balinese and Javanese shadow 
theatre. Kayonan refers to a tree (kayon) while gunungan refers to a 
mountain (gunung). Both images are contained in the shape of the kayonan 
which represent a large tree, flanked by animals and populated by birds, on 
the top of a mountain. 
a tree classifier. 

head of any institutional group. 

also kamulan: a shrine set inside the compound and dedicated to the 
ancestors. 

kepah and kepuh are trees found in graveyards and in temples dedicated to 
the dead. There is some confusion about the botanical correspondences of 
kepah and kepuh. People from Nusa Penida hold that the trees are different, 
and while the kepah produces fruit that may be used for medicinal remedies 
the kepuh is not known for any use. This is also expressed in the Taru 
Pramana and by Weck (1938:261) who in the pharmaceutical section of his 
summary suggests the following botanical correspondences: kepah: 
STERCULIA FOETIDA LINN.' and kepuh GOSSAMPINUS HEPTAPHYLLA BAKH. 

cassava [MANIHOT UTILISSIMA). 
glutinous rice. 

hyacinth bean [DOLICHOS LABLAB). 

a short ceremonial dagger with a sinuous blade. 
a banyan tree. In Nusa Penida kroya refers to those banyan which have not 
undergone any purificatory ritual. 

the second of the three caste-like groups collectively called triwangsa 
(brahmana, ksatria, wesia) that characterises the Hindu-Balinese social 
system. 

an offering made up of an open cone of banana leaf, containing a flower, 
sirih and lime, and old Chinese coins. 
a garden shelter. 

festival occurring every 21 O days of the Balinese calendar. Kuningan falls 10 
days after Ga/ungan on the saniscara kliwon day of the Kuningan week. The 
festival corresponds to the last day of the ancestors festival that begins at 
Sugi Manik, and runs through Ga/ungan. On the day of Kuningan the 
ancestors are sent back to their abode. 

decoration made with plaited young palm leaves representing human figures 
or abstract patterns hung in temples, shrines, house walls, or on trees during 
particular rituals. Lamak may also be made with old Chinese coins. 

vernix caseosa. See kanda pat. 

witch, sorcerers, followers of Rangda, they are credited with being able to 
transform their body in various shapes . 
holy water sprinkler made up with plaited coconut or /ontar leaves. The /is 
contains a representation of the vital organs of a human being as well as of 
important Balinese trees and plants. 
palm leaf manuscripts from the ta/ palm [BoRAssus FLABELLIFER). 

mabakti: to pray. 

mabia ka/a: purificatory ritual. 
magambahan: unkempt female hair. 
makiis: desa I banjar purificatory ritual in which the desa I banjar divinities are taken 

to the sea for a cleansing bath. Also known as melasti. 

makingsan sawa burial ritual. Literally 'to entrust with a corpse'. With this action the corpse is 
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malingeb: 

malumah: 

mamula: 

man ca: 

manusa.· 

temporarily handed over to lbu Pretiwi, who from then on is considered to be 
responsible for its fate until exhumation. 

man's prone position during intercourse and burial. It stands in opposition to 
malumah. 

woman's supine posture during intercourse and burial. The term comes from 
lumah: fragile, weak and stands in opposition to ma/ingeb. 

to plant the class of seeds, bulb, tubers, cuttings, or rhizomes that show 
prominent signs of roots or sprouting when planted. The verb is formed on 
the name pula. 

officer belonging to the Klungkung higher castes' estates (brahmana, ksatria, 
wesia) who during the royal period were appointed to rule over Nusa Penida. 

human beings. 

manusa yadnya: life-cycle rites marking the most significant moment of the life of a human 
being. 

manyonyo: 

maobor-obor: 

mapegat: 

maprani: 

mapuun: 

masakapan: 

masan panes: 

masan ujan: 

masangi: 

masmain: 

mat ah 

matajuk: 

matatah: 

maturan: 

maturan mi/eh: 

mayah utang: 

me/: 

meme: 

meme bajang.· 

memedi: 

mendak merta: 

menek baton: 

to nurse a child, also to have breasts (said of an adolescent woman). 

to burn, to incinerate. 

to break a tie. It is also a ritualised event in which the crossing and breaking 
of a barrier underlies an irreversible change of the human condition. 

a thanksgiving ritual held after the maize harvest in Nusa Penida. 

the ritual for the clearing of a piece of forest. 

marriage; also used to indicate a number of ritual events all related to the 
establishment of human fertility and to the acknowledgment of new offspring 
as proper descendants (e.g. masakapan be/ing). 

the hot I dry season. 
the wet season. 

masesangi: to make a vow to the god. 

to anoint with something. 

raw. 

to plant the class of all naked (unhusked) seeds which, when sown, do not 
present any sign of sprouting and are directly planted in earth without any 
prior treatment. From the root tajuk: to plant. 
also mapandes: tooth filing ceremony , part of the manusa yadnya ritual 
cycle. 

the action of presenting an offering to the gods. 

ceremony of the maize ritual cycle in which offerings are presented 
(maturan) to all village temples 'walking from one place to the next' (mi/eh). 
The ritual is performed on the fourth kajeng kliwon day after the planting of 
maize. 

to pay a debt (utang). 

indicates all types of dry cultivated land, gardens or orchards. This is the 
term commonly used in everyday speech in Sakti and elsewhere in Nusa 
Penida. 

mother. 

the icon of the mother of the newly born child, made with the upper section 
of a coconut frond used in a ritual called tutug kambuhan, performed 42 days 
after the birth of a child. 
ambivalent warden spirit inhabiting the gardens. 

ceremony of the maize ritual cycle. The purpose of mendak merta is to ask 
the sea to return the principle of life to the earth. Mendak (from pendak) is 'to 
greet' someone or something, while merta (or mreta) is a term that refers to 
the essence that brings life to everything. 

the ceremonial delivery of an icon made with a sprouting areca nut, coupled 
with a sprouting coconut (the baton ) to the bride's family at the end of the 
marriage ritual. The sprouting nuts - as indexical of the plants' fertility and 
productivity - are here exchanged for the woman's fertility and also represent 
the married couple in their respective roles. 
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meras bingin: 

merta: 

meru.· 

met en. 

mindon: 

misan: 

misan sudet: 

mralina: 

mu bud: 

mungkahin: 

N 

nandu: 

nanem ari-ari: 

nangka 

nang/uk mrana 

naur sangi: 

neduh: 

nedunang: 

ngaben: 

ngad.· 

ngambu/' 

ngangget: 

nganten: 

ngebet 

ngempon 

ngempugin: 

ngerupuk: 

ngidam: 

ngrorasin: 

ngu/apin 

ritual for the cleansing and endorsement of a banyan as the tree that 
represents the banjar (or desa) collectivity. 

the essence that brings life to everything. 
multi-roofed temple structure. 

the sleeping quarters of a Balinese compound. 
classificatory term, second cousin. 

classificatory term, first cousin. 

classificatory term, patri-parallel first cousin (FBD, FBS). 

from lina: to die; the term refers to the ritual depriving of life which is enacted 
in some specific ceremonial circumstances. 

the term comes from bubud to fill in. Mubud refers to the sowing as it is done 
by a woman who places seeds (binih) in holes made in the furrows, and then 
uses her feet to cover the hole with earth. 

from bungka: 'to open'; the first opening of a newly created patch of land with 
a plough. 

also nyakap tanah: the working of land by sharecropping. 

the burial of the afterbirth in a coconut. 

jackfruit [ARTOCARPUS INTEGRA MERR.]. 
while mrana refers to pests, nangluk mrana indicates a ritual held on the 
eastern coast of Bali to fend off pests and plagues coming from Nusa 
Penida. An analogous ritual called neduh is held on Nusa Penida at the 
beginning of the maize season. 

to extinguish a vow. 

a ritual held for the safeguarding of the new plants of maize in Nusa Penida 
The ceremony seeks to cool and protect the new plants of maize against the 
danger of insects and plagues. 

also nurunang: ritually to invoke the spirits. 

the cremation phase of the Balinese death rituals. 

a sharp bamboo knife. 
a sulking behaviour. In a botanical context it refers to the unwillingness of the 
plant to satisfy its owners and produce a plentiful harvest. 
ritual for the collection of the leaves of the communal banyan tree for the 
making of the sekah held on the occasion of death rituals. 

to be married. 

the exhumation of a corpse, a ritual held before its cremation. 
from empon: to complete a task or a job. In the religious context it refers to 
the action of supporting and participating in the management of an institution 
such as a temple. 
ceremony for the cutting of the first teeth: The appearance of the first teeth is 
commemorated by the planting of a coconut. 

a ritual held one day before Nyepi when the banjar population runs 
throughout the banjar waving torches and making loud noises in order to 
scare away buta and ka/a. 

to crave during pregnancy. 
a ritual for the purification and dispatch on the sea of an ancestral soul held 
12 days after the cremation of the ancestor. 
the ceremonial calling by a ritual specialist (ba/ian sonteng) of the soul of an 
ancestor. 

ngulihang baas: literally: 'to return the rice'. In Sakti (Nusa Penida) it concerns the return 
of a bride from the former wife-takers to their respective wife-givers. The 
exchange is called ngulihang baas and is subject to restrictions, as there are 
a number of dangers involved in it. 

ngulihang tampak. marriage concluded between a bride and any of her matri-parallel misan. 
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The event is called ngu/ihang tampak· 'to walk over the same footstep'. 
Should this happen, it is said that either the bride or her mother would die as 
the marriage is seen to enforce a symmetrical reciprocity between wife­
givers and wife-takers. 

nguripang the ritual endowing of life (urip). 

ngusaba. large temple festival which in Nusa Penida has as its central theme the 
purification of the whole island and the propitiation of fertility for the new 
aghcultural season. 

nguyeg tulang: the crushing of the bones after cremation. 
nuakjn: 

nuntun: 

nyama. 

nyambutin. 

nyeburin. 

Nye pi. 

nyerod. 

nyimpen: 

nyonyo: 

nyuh: 

0 

oda/an. 

oncer: 

p 

pabresihan.· 

the term refers to the action of collecting the sap from the young 
inflorescence of a coconut, as well as, to breast-feeding a new born. 

the ritual escort of a god or a deified ancestor. 

sibling. 

a rite of passage performed three months after the birth of the baby. In this 
ceremony the baby is formally cleaned of the pollution derived from birth and 
for the first time he is made to touch the earth The infant is considered to 
have passed the most hazardous period after birth and is allowed to Join the 
human community. 

from cebur: to JUmp in', 'to fall in'. Nyeburin refers to a marriage in which the 
groom relinquishes all his ties with his origin group. In this marriage the legal 
heir to all effect is the woman who in this process is given a male status. 
Should the couple divorce, the man will receive nothing of his wife's 
inheritance. 

from sepi: 'quiet, still'. Nyepi marks the beginning of the Balinese year and 
falls regularly on the first day after the new moon of the ninth Balinese lunar 
month, which is to say at the end of sasih kesanga and the beginning of 
sasih kedasa. The day is characterised by the suspension of all secular and 
religious activities 

marriage between a man belonging to an inferior group with a woman 
belonging to a superior group. Such a union is forbidden and 1s considered a 
violation of group solidarity because it is interpreted as a lowering of the 
group's status. The woman is seen to renounce her title and prerogatives. 
since she leaves a superior house to enter an inferior one In this case the 
woman is called nyerod from serod.· 'to fall', 'to slip down'. 

from simpen.· to store, to lay away. 

female breast. 

coconut [Cocos NUCIFERA]. 

also pioda/, wali periodic temple ceremony lasting between one to three 
days. Each temple has its odalan which falls once every Balinese year (210 
days). During the oda/an the temple's divinities are supposed to visit the 
sacred precinct of the pura for the whole period of the festival. On such 
occasions the gods' icons are cleansed, honoured and offerings are 
presented to them by all those worshipping in the temple. 

decorations made of coconut leaves, said to be similar to those worn by 
Balinese dancers, hung on coconut tree on the occasion of 
Pangatag. 

the container of the betel quid. 

offering. The term refers to a tray containing a full set of minute tools used 
for the toilet of whoever is the subject of the ritual. 

generic term that defines the class of all types of grass or shrubs 1n 
wild as well as inhabited areas 

dense, condensed. 



padi: 

padi gaga: 

padmasana: 

pagehan: 

paibon. 

pakuluh: 

the rice plant [ORVZA SATIVA LINN]. 

dry land rice. 

the seat of the gods, usually placed at the kaja-kangin corner of a temple or 
a compound. 

a type of rough fence used in the garden. 
a shrine dedicated the ancestors. The term comes from ibu. 

the term indicates the holy water that is taken from one pura to another one. 
This holy waters is supposed to represent a visiting god from a distant pura 
and embody its strength. 

palinggih: altar, the seat of a deity in the temple area. 

palinggih kawitan: the altar where are kept the chronicles of an origin group (dadia). 

pamangku: temple priest. 

pamangku banjar: the temple priest in charge of performing the rituals on behalf of a whole 
ban jar. 

pamangku desa: the temple priest in charge of performing the rituals on behalf of a whole 
des a. 

pamor.· lime. 

pancawara.· the five day week of the Balinese calendar. 

Pande. an origin group widespread throughout Bali whose members separate 
themselves from the Hindu Balinese caste system and avoid the services of 
Brahmana priests. Pande are traditionally associated with the activities of 
blacksmiths and metal workers. 

paneteg merta: a ceremony held after the maize harvest to ensure that the essence of the 
maize, its merta, is firmly bound to the grains. The ceremony is called 
Paneteg Merta: to bind firmly the merta to the maize. In this short rite, the 
maize in storage is presented with a few offerings by the wife of the land 
owner. 

panyengker: the compound's fences. 

panyimpenan: repository for sacred objects. 

paon: the kitchen of a Balinese compound. 
pasimpangan: subsidiaries of a hierarchically superior shrine, or temple, that acts as their 

referent. Offerings presented in sacred spaces qualified as pasimpangan are 
supposed to be directed to the superior referent shrine, or temple. 

pasupati: in a ritual context it refers to a ceremony in which an object is endowed with 
strength and power (e.g. a Sarong mask). Pasupati is also an epithet of Siwa 
and the name given to the ford of all animals (from the Sanskrit term pasus: 
animal). 

pedanda.· a Brahmana priest. 

pees gedubang: the red saliva produced by the chewing of the betel quid. 

pejati: 

pekarangan: 

penataran: 

penjor 

pepusuhan: 

also pajati from jati as 'true', 'genuine'. It is one of the commonest offerings 
found in any Balinese ritual and is understood to be an offering confirming 
that the intentions of those sponsoring the ritual are sincere. The offering is 
composed of a cylindrical container made of coconut leaves. In it some raw 
rice is placed, along with some Chinese coins (pipis bolong), a piece of white 
cotton thread, a coconut cleaned of its husk (nyuh gunduf), an egg and the 
seeds of the cereals, legumes and vegetables grown by local farmers. In 
addition, corn and sorghum seeds, red beans, long beans, soya beans, as 
well as a small onion and a small red chilli, are found in it. 

a compound; everything contained within a panyengker. 

regional or provincial temples funded by royal families for the veneration of 
their ancestors. 
an icon made with a bamboo pole adorned with offerings. A penjor is 
generally placed outside temples and houses every time there is an 
important festival (e.g. Galungan or Kuningan). 

human hearth. 
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perepatan· 

petal a: 

pijer 

pipis bolong: 

pisang.· 

pisang jati 

pitra. 

pitra yadnya 

poh. 

porosan: 

prabafi.· 

prabekel 

pramana· 

prasasti 

pratima 

pujer 

pula 

punggawa.· 

pungsed 

pungsed biu 

punjung.· 

punyan· 

pura. 

crossroad. 

in Sakti the term indicates the souls of the uncremated dead. 

sprouting coconut 

old Chinese coins with a whole in the middle. 

banana [MUSA PARADISIACA). 

icon of the deceased used during death rituals. 

in Sakti the term refers to the purified soul of a cremated ancestor 

funerary rituals; rituals performed after the death of a human being and that 
through subsequent purifications aspire to achieve a god-like status for the 
deceased ancestor. 

mango [MANGIFERA INDICA LINN.]. 

an ubiquitous offering which is a small replica of the betel quid; it comprises 
a rolled betel leaf, on which a thin layer of lime is spread, and which may or 
may not contain a small piece of areca nut 

in Sakti the term refers to a group who claims to have inhabited Nusa Penida 
before its conquest by the Balinese. The members of this group separate 
themselves from the jero and jaba groups and avoid the services of 
Brahmana priests. 

former political and administrative official of the state system. A title 
analogous to the former one of bendesa. The prabeke/ was the head of a 
prabekelan, an administrative domain that included several desa, and was 
responsible for the control and mobilisation of human resources. At popular 
level the term is sometimes used as equivalent to kepala desa. Sources from 
Nusa Penida say that prabekel were also responsible for the maintenance of 
the customary (adat) laws and state that until the 1960 the prabekel were 
also pamangku, thus combining religious and secular duties. 

at one level the term has the meaning of energy, strength, life force, measure 
and calculation, while at another level it indicates the correct way to achieve 
knowledge. 

charter; in Sakti the term refers to genealogical lists reporting the ancestors 
and the living members of a dadia. These charts are kept in a shrine called 
penyimpenan kawitan inside the sanggah kemulan of each origin group 

icons and representations of the gods kept in each temple which are ritually 
cleansed and dressed on the occasion of a temple festival. 

a sprouting coconut. 

the class of seeds, bulb, tubers, cuttings, or rhizomes that show prominent 
signs of roots or sprouting when planted. A sprouting coconut, the rhizome of 
a banana and the cuttings from cassava stems belong to this category. 

former politico-administrative authority of a district. Punggawa represented 
the royal house and were chosen from among the ruling elite or the royal 
family itself. 

navel. 

the styles of swelling bananas are believed to be the 'navel' of the fruit and 
are accordingly called pungsed biu. 

general term that refers to a food offering consisting of a cone of steamed 
rice with vegetables, pork, bananas. sweets and drinks, topped with a 
canang sari. 

classifier term for tree; it refers to all woody trees 
humans. 

temple. 

Pura Bale Agung or Pura Desa. the temple expression of the village council and through it, 
the whole desa. The bale agung is a large rectangular pavilion and the 
where all village meetings (sangkepan desa) and councils are held. 

Pura Oalem. temple dedicated to the of Durga and associated with the ancestors 
not 

Pura also Pura Dadia: dedicated to the ancestors of an group 



Pura Puseh: 

Pura Segara: 

Pura Semer 

puri. 

(dadia). In this temple are kept all charts and chronicles related to the 
founding of such a origin group. 
the desa origin or navel temple, commemorates the founding ancestors of 
the village. 

temple dedicated to the lord of the sea, Batara Baruna. In Nusa Penida these 
temples are built in areas close to the sea shore but also next to wells of 
drinkable waters. Thus, such temples not only are associated with Batara 
Baruna, the lord of the sea, but also with the gods that provide the flow of 
water in the local wells. 
temple associated with water wells and with the gods that provide the flow of 
water in such wells. 

palace, royal house, compound of the ksatria estate. 
purnama: full moon. 

purusa - pradana: the male and female principles which characterise all living beings; the 
concept is taken as a model of contrasting but complementary principles. 

pusuh: the bud of a flower. 

pusuh biu: 

puyung: 

R 

the terminal bud of the inflorescence of a banana plant The name is also 
used to indicate the whole inflorescence before the opening of the bracts. 

empty. 

rai: the length of the index finger as taken from the knuckle to its tip. 

rainan: a magically powerful day (e.g. kajeng kliwon) in which offering to the gods, 
ancestors, buta and kala are regularly presented in temples and compounds. 

raksasa.· a demon. 

rambut sedana: icons of the gods, usually a male and a female couple, kept in a shrine within 
the temple precinct. 

rantasan: offering presented to the subject of the ritual consisting of a new set of 
garments piled together, which must never have been used before. These 
clothes are supposed to be worn by whoever is the subject of the ritual, after 
a ceremonial cleansing has taken place. 

ratu: honorific title attributed to lords, kings or divinities. 
resi.· ksatria high priest 
rongan [NP] a platform used as a working table during the day and as a bed at night . 

s 
sabda: speech and utterance, voice, the word of God. 
sad kahyangan: the term refers to six great Balinese temples. The list is variable in its 

inclusions. All these temples are generally dedicated to the well being of Bali 
and its inhabitants. 

saka: 

sakti: 

sambuk· 

a house pillar; the term indicates also the Balinese and Javanese solar year. 
The term comes from the Sanskrit where it means, source or origin, and it 
identifies one of the two periods of Indian history. The first saka year 
corresponds to the Gregorian year 78 or 79. 
magical power, mystic and spiritual charisma, it also refers to the female 
manifestation of any divine power (e.g. Durga conceived as the female 
manifestation of the power of Siwa). 
the fibrous husk of the coconut 

sandika/a: the sun set, according to Balinese, a particularly dangerous time of the day. 

Sang Pitra: a purified ancestor. 

sanggah: a shrine placed inside the compound. 

sanggah kemulan: a shrine specifically dedicated to the ancestors of an origin group or a 
descent group. 

sangkepan.· meeting. From it sangkepan banjar. the assembly of all eligible members of 
the banjar, sangkepan desa: the gathering of all members of the desa 
council; sangkepan pura: the meeting of the members of a temple 
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santen: 

sari: 

sasih 

sawa: 

sawah: 

sawen: 

segehan: 

seka: 

sekah: 

se/a bun: 

selepan: 

sema: 

semer: 

sen di: 

sentana: 

association. 

coconut milk. 

essence. 
a lunar month. 

a corpse. 

irrigated rice field. 

a sign of land retention, forbidden entry or ownership made with grass or 
thorny branches. 

an offering placed on the ground for chthonic forces and divinities. 

voluntary organisation that characterises all Balinese social life. (e.g. seka 
gong, seka pura, etc.). Seka groups tend to have a strong egalitarian 
tendency and work on the basis of consensus among their members rather 
than taking majority decisions. 
the icon of a cremated ancestor used during rituals that follows the 
cremation (e.g. sekah kurung, sekah tunggal). 

sweet potatoes [IPOMOEA BATATAS LINN.]. 

a green coconut frond. 
graveyard. 

water well. 

a special pedestal made of marble, coralstone or other material, in which is 
lodged the pillar of a pavilion or that of a house. The pedestal must be 
treated with respect, and cannot be damaged or given away. 

any legitimate heir irrespective of his I her gender. In this perspective the 
term sentana may also indicate: a child, a descent group or an adopted heir. 

sentana kaceburin: it refers to a bride who, while marrying, does not leave her house but is 
able instead to incorporate the groom into her origin group (dadia). The 
groom by marrying nyeburin (to jump in, to fall in), relinquishes all his ties 
with his origin group. In this marriage, the legal heir to all effect is the 
woman who in this process is given a male status. In this event the woman 
is called sentana kaceburin and she becomes the legitimate heir of her 
house. 

seseh: 

siap brumbun: 

the cut stem of a palm. 

a chicken whose feathers are a mixture of five colours (red, black, white and 
yellow, plus the colour resulting from their combination). 

siap panampeh: it is the black (se/em) chicken which during the exhumation ritual is 
supposed to incarnate the soul of the deceased. The chicken is freed before 
the pit is filled again to enact the liberation of the soul from the close 
embrace of the earth. 

sibak: divided into two equal parts. In Sakti it refers to a division of the whole banjar 
population into two equal sections, sibak kangin and sibak kauh, both headed 
by the kelihan banjar. These groups are functional in nature and are used 
alternately to carry out communal tasks of a varying nature. 

si/ur bangbang: the ritual exchange of a corpse with some icons which occur during 
exhumation (ngeMt). After the remains have been exhumed, in the open pit 
a sprouting coconut (pijer) is laid in the place where the corpse's head 
formerly was, a green banana sucker (panak biu) is put in the spot where the 
feet were, and a live black chick and other offerings are placed in the centre 
of the grave. 

sokasi: basket made with plaited bamboo stripes. 

sudra: general term that designates all who are outside the three Balinese estates 
(triwangsa). 

suka-duka. mandatory sharing of banjar obligations. This key principle of communal 
living establishes that all banjar members should partake of the pleasant 
aspects of banjar life (suka means pleasant, happy, delighted) as well as the 
sad ones (duka means sad, grief, sorrow). 
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T 

tabia krinyi: 

tabu: 

tampak dara: 

ta pis: 

taruna - taruni: 

tasak: 

teben 

tebu: 

tebus: 

teduh: 

tega/. 

tekor: 

tempek: 

tenges: 

ten get: 

tengga/a: 

tiang. 

tiing: 

ti/em: 

tirta: 

tis: 

tripramana: 

tn'wangsa: 

tuak.' 

tukang banten: 

red pepper [CAPSICUM FRUTESCENS LINN.]. 
pumpkin. 

a cross drawn with lime as a sign of protection. 

the fibrous bast tissue that in a coconut connects the leaf stalk to the stem. 
This closely resembles a woven fabric and was once collected to be wrapped 
on the wooden posts of the traditional Balinese house and pavilion. 

also truna - truni: the organisation of unmarried men and women active at 
banjar or desa level. 

also nasak: ripe. 

the 'downward' direction, which is generally identified as pointing to the sea. 
Teben stands in opposition to duluan and is charged with negative attributes. 
Teben also refers to the direction in which the graveyard is set in an ordinary 
Balinese village. 

sugarcane [SACCHARUM OFFICINARUM LINN.]. 

small bits of white thread placed on the head, ears and wrists, of a human 
being during life crisis rites as visible signs of a renewed state of ritual 
cleanliness. 

cool, calm. 

any area of dry land which may or may not be cultivated. 
small vessel made of coconut leaves. 

a division of the total banjar population into different groups based on their 
area of residence. 

'mucus'; the term is used to indicate human mucus. Tenges batang refers to 
the dense fluid formed by a banana plant when its stalk is cut. 

endowed with dangerous and magical powers (of a space). 
plough. 

any of the wooded pillars that support a roof of a pavilion (bale). Also the 
first personal pronoun. 
bamboo. 

new moon. 

holy water, lustral water. Tirta is believed to embody the essence of the gods 
or the ancestors, and is a prerequisite of every Balinese ritual. The holy 
water, which may be prepared by a pedanda, or a pamangku, is sprinkled, 
poured, or drunk by the participants of a Balinese ritual. 

cool, referring to qualities attributed to plants. 

the three basic qualities that distinguish all forms of life on earth: bayu, 
sabda, idep. 

the three estates that characterise the Hindu-Balinese social system: 
brahmana, ksatria, wesia. 

the fresh sap collected from the inflorescence of a coconut palm. By 
extension the term refers also to the fermented sap. 
ritual specialist expert in the preparation of offerings. Usually this role is held 
by a woman who operates in conjunction with whoever is in charge of 
performing the ritual. 

Tumpek: the coincidence of the saniscara day of the seven day week (saptawara) with 
the kfiwon day of the five day week (pancawara). The conjunction is 
considered to be particularly propitious and on this day are implemented 
significant Balinese rituals. 

Tumpek Pangatag: also Tumpek Bubuh or Tumpek Wariga: the tumpek day falling on the 
week of wan'ga. On this day productive trees are presented with offerings 
and fed with rice porridge. 

tutug kambuhan: ritual held 42 days after the birth of a child. As performed in Sakti, the 
ceremony involves the cleansing of the mother and the newborn from the 
pollution deriving from the delivery; it marks the separation of the child from 
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u 
ubag-abig: 
udeng.· 

upih: 

urip: 

utang: 

w 
wadah: 

wadah ari-ari.' 

wadah pees.· 

wantilan: 

the kanda pat, and a number of attributes associated with them, which have 
helped the growth of the child until that moment The ritual is also called 
ngeken or bu/an pitung dina (a month and seven days) with reference to the 
length of period after birth that must occur before the performance of the 
ceremony. The total period amounts to 42 days because the Balinese month 
is composed of 35 days. 

a human figure representing of the ancestors hung on the penjor. 

Balinese head cover made with a square cloth 
the white spathe of the areca palm. Because of its white, light yellow, colour 
which stands for purity the spathe is employed to fashion a human effigy 
(sekah) used in death rituals. 

life. 

a debt Not necessarily of a financial nature. 

a receptacle, a container. 
a coconut containing the afterbirth of a human beings. The coconut, because 
of its 'polluting' content, it is interred in the most defiled area of the 
compound, the kelod side. 

a coconut containing the saliva and the left overs from the tooth filing 
ceremony. It is buried within the compound at the feet of the sanggah. 

a large square pavilion in which traditional cock fighting is held. 
warong: also kubu: in Sakti it refers to a resting house situated inside a garden. 

wayang gedog: performance of the shadow puppet theatre which is staged without the 
screen. 

wayang kulit: shadow puppet theatre. 

wesia: the last of the three caste-like groups collectively called triwangsa 
(brahmana, ksatria, wesia) that characterise the Hindu-Balinese social 
system 

wong gamang: a spirit inhabiting the forests. 

wuku: also uku: the seven day week of the Balinese calendrical system A cycle of 
thirty wuku compose a full year. 

y 

yeh: 

yeh anakan: 

yeh batang: 

yeh bungkak: 

yeh nyom: 

yeh nyuh: 

also toya [A]: water. 

spring. 

the clear lymph of a banana plant 
the water of a young coconut The use of this water is compulsory for the 
making of tirta in almost all Balinese rituals. 

amniotic fluid. 

coconut water. 
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