
2.
WHOLESALE PRICE (B^.SIC MATERIALS ANO FCOOSTUFFS) INOEZ NUIBSRS 

(Base of each index ; Average of 5 yearn ended Juno 1959 = 100)

Basic materials
Bann

Period

-.936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 
1963-64 
1964-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70

1968-69 - December 
January 
February 
March
April 
May 
J une

1969-70 - July
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1970-71 - July 
August

(a) The special purpose

Metals and 
coal 

_____LiJ_____

96
101
105
599
592 
588 
585
591
390 
596 
597
407
459

402 
408
411
411
416
420
425

429 
429 
451
452
454
457 
447 
446
445
447
447 

r448

r448 
p446

B'uilding 
materials

____
99

104
97 

459 
459 
439 
473 
503 
507 
511 
514 
537 
551

533 
534 
541 
543 
550 
550 
553

555 
555 
557
555 
555 
555 
548 
547 
547 
549 
544 
544

544 
544

To tai
(c)

99 
102
99 

546 
540 
556 
559 
545 
555 
562 
561 
570 
580

567 
569 
572
575 
577
578 
579

581 
579 
579 
579 
579
580 
581 
580
580 
581 
580

r579

rp380 , 
p579

index number for the "Metals
briquettes for August 1970 is 546.
(b) See page 1, Special Note, ai.J para, 2.

Foodstuffs 
and 

tobacco

materiali 
foods-’j

■ s and 
ufl^s
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Simrsm 1970

93
102
101
372
332
342
352
364
385
401
411
405 

r405

396
397
399
406
409
408
405

406
405
406
401
399
399
403
402 

r407 
r411 
r4l2
414

r410 
p403

Total all 
groups 
____ L£2____

99 
101 
100 
360 
336 
340 
346
355 
371
383 
388
389 
<94

J83 
384 
387 
391 
394 
394 
393

395 
393
394 
391
390 
390 
393
392 
395 

r397 
r397
398

p396 
p395

and coal" group excluding coal and

Note also that this index is subject
particularly to movements in the prices of imported softwood timber, a major component
of the group,
(c) In addition to the groups shown, includes Oils, fats and waxes;
and Rubber and hides.
P - preliminary, subject to revision. r - revised.
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MOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 9111 extension 2053 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census ■ .d Statistics,

‘1 wliolesale prloe index relating to materials uiitoin. / 
fn«, ’’“■a. 2 below) was issued on 27 November 1970.
foreshadowed in earlier issues of this statistical Rtnlemont *4
of index numbers for the wiAi» Publicationof index numbers for the Building Materials 
(Basic Materials and Foodstuffs) ffTOup of the Wholesale Priceiaat f Poodstuffs) Index will therefore be discontinued Th,

This bulletin contains particulars 
Groups" of the Wholesale Price (Basic Materials , 
indicated in paragraph 2, the index is outmoded, 
months in the form shown in this bulletin 
the needs of those who,
Included.

The

of selected groups and "All 
and Foodstuffs) Index. As

It is published for nuTrent
. , ,--------- “ interim service mainly to meet

hkiip ; Lrequire the particular 
Publication of these index numbersr “ “ b* dieoontined, with

advance notice, aa now measures now in course of preparation are oublisl

2. The weighting system used in this
the awerage annual
1928-29 to 1934-35.

series

preparation are published.

index is based on estimates of
coMmption of included oommoditioe in Australia from

Materials used in Building other than the Wholesale Price Index of
‘ fr®“ Buxlding other than House Building (Reference No 0 filPrice Index of Materials used in foLe LLdV/fR

No, 9.9) have now been issued, 
1970. Work continues

House Building (Reference 
tne iatter first appearing on 27 November 

on the preparation of further
together with the two already issued, will to
tute a currently representative 
Materials and Foodstuffs) Index,

measures which, taken
a considerable extent, oonsiti- 

replaoement for the Wholesale Price (Has-ir

ZC 1 commodities and other
Wholesale Price (Basic Materials 
Report No. 53, 1957.

------ - information concerning the 
and Foodstuffs) Index is set out in Labour

inr* b Commodities in the index are priced in their 
forr wherever possible and -- -- '

i

. — -------  primary or basic
aa nearly as may be at the point where they first 

Ifi AllR-CrDl-i am „ X___ j____  *_
I---r as may oe at the po;^^rted^id **“ Australian price structure.

imported goods, for instance,

3* The prices used have,
manufacturers and merchants, 
Melbourne sources.

The prices of 
are on an ex-bond or into factoiy basis.

in the main, been obtained directly from 
With a few important exceptions, they are from

6.
formula.

The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed weights

Reference Ko. 9.4



2.

WHOLESAIE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOOD'^IWS) ItmEX NUMBERS 

(Base of each index : Average of 3 years ended June 1939 r 100)

Basic materials

Period

1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 
1963-64 
1964-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70

1968-69 - January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1969-70 - July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1970-71 - July 
August
September

Metals and 
coal 

____

96
101
103
399
392
388
383
391
390
396
397
407
439

408
411
411
416
420
423

429
429
431
432
434
437
447
446
445
447
447
448

448
r444

Bui I di a " 
materials 

_____Lbj_____

99 
104
97 

439 
439
439 
473 
503
507
511 
514 
537
551

534 
541 
543
550 
550 
553

555 
555 
557
555
555
555 
548 
547
547
549
544 
544

544 
544

C-s

II

CamOMIiaALIH BOSEAU of CEMSUS ASD SlItTISTICS

Total 
(o)

99
102
99

346
340
336
339
345
355
362
361
370
360

369
372
373
377
378
379

381
379
379
379
379
380
381
360
380
381
380
379

380 
r378
362

Foodstuffs 
and 

tobacco

Basic 
materials and 

foodstuffs 
Total all
groupsPOUPi

|/>
qAMBBHHA, AUSIHAUA

«S0IJÍ8AI.B PaiCE (BASIC MATEiOAX^ AKD FOODS TOFFS) IMBBI

OCTQBKA 1970

98
102
101
372
332
342
352
364
385
401
411
405
405

397
399
406
409
406
405

406
405
406
401
399
399
403
402
407
411
412
414

410 
p408
.£408

99 
101 
100 
360 
336 
340 
346 
355 
371 
383 
388 
389 
394

384 
387 
391 
394 
394 
393

395 
393
394 
391
390 
390 
393
392 
395 
397 
397 
398

r394

I

Thia bulletin contains particulars of selected groups and "All 
Groups" of the Wholesale Price (Basic Materials and Foodstuffs) Index, 
indicated in paragraph 2, the index is outmoded. It is published for current 
months in the form shown in this bulletin aa an interim service mainly to meet 
the needs of those who, for special purposes, require the particular series 
included. Publication of these index numbers will be discontinued, with 
advance notice, as new measures now in course of preparation are publishod.
included.

Aa

The weighting system used in this index is based on estimates of 
the average annual consunption of included canmodities in Australia from 
1928-29 to 1934-35. .......................The validity of the weighting and the representativenej 
of the index have bee one increasingly affected by changes in usage and in 
industrial structure, Nev series of wholesale price index numbers relating 
xo materials used and articles produced by defined areas of the eoonony are 
lieing developed. The first of these indexes, the Wholesale Price Index of 
Materials used in Building other than House Building (Reference No, 9,6), 
and the Wholesale Price Index of Materials used in House Building (ieference 
No, 9.9) have now been issued, the latter first appearing on 27 Novembar 
1970. Work continues on the preparation of further measures which, taken 
together with the two already issued, will,to a considerable extent, constitute 
a currently representative replacement for the Wholesale Price (Basic Materials 
and Foodstuffs) Index.

iirently renreaentative replacement for the Wholesale Price (Baait 
Foodatuffa) Index.

138

4 list of Ilie commodities and other information concerning the 
Wholesale Price (Basic Materials and Foodstuffs) Index is set out in Labour 
Report Ho. 53, 1967.

4« Ccxnmodities in the index are priced in their prima ry or basic
form wherever possible and as nearly as may bo at the point where they first 
make effective impact on the Australian price structure. The prices of 
imported goods, for instance, are on an ex-bond or into factory basis.

The prices of

■J—------------ - irrti ______ JOC, P4UO_____ l____£2i2_______
(a) The special purpose index number for tto "Metaia and coal" group excluding coal and
briquettes for September 1970 ia 542.
(b) See page 1, Special Mote, and para. 2.- _ . Note also that this index is subject
particularly to movements in the prices of imported softwood timber, a major component 
of the group.
(c) In addition to the goups shown, includes Oils, fata and waxes; 
and Rubber and hides.

The prices used have, in the main, been obtained dixrectly from 
manufaoturora and merchants. With a few important exceptions, they are from 
Melbourne aourcea.

p - preliminary, subject to revir.ion. revised.

coHnom.'EAua bobead or cemsus AMD sTATrarics

CANBERRA A.C.T, 2600. 4 DECEMBER 1970
NOTE.

Textile:} Chemicals;

J.P. O'NEILL
ACTINS COMWHWEALTH STATISTICIAN

Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 911 1 extension 2053 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics.

6.
fomula.

The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed weights

Reference No. 9.4


