































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The General Superintendent Mr, T, Crace, Avon Downs,
l SEASON.  A.%W,BLOCMER., Contractor BRENHAN

i BOCKKEEFER, CATTILE TURN~OXF,

¢ Ao |

6theFebruary,1962,

Dear Sir,

I acknowledge receipt of your letters of the 10th, and
18ths Janusry, also your numerous telegrams reporting rain.

It is pleasing to learn that the season is shaping so
: well and 4t would be unusual if the next two months did not
bring further rains,

I note all you write about your late mechanic, A. ¥ |
Bldomer, anc approve the ection you have taken in an endeavour
to recover the Station property. It will be in order to
| reiwburse lr, Richardson for his out-of-pocket expenses on the

trip to Darwin on this business, 1

¥ith reference to Contractor Brennan, it would be in
order to complete the work after the 30th., June that this man
was promised, In the meantine if Brennan is requiring work I
suggest he contact Rocky where there is & farl amount of
fencing %o be done,

I note that Mr. Eichardson has fresigned. ¥e have |
secured another bookkeeper for Rocky who will also do the Avon
work. Jhay say that Richardson's work has not been all that
Head Office desired.

Now that the season seems assured this year's turn-off
(‘ of stock could be somewhat similar to last year; that 1s one
mob of Avon stores for South Galway, the Auvergnes same
gutm::zlon and as many fat cows and steers &s 1t 1s possible
o mus Ts

While it 1z not intended to start any cattle for a few
months the stores were a bit late on the road last year and if
there 15 no further rain on the stock routes they should leave
in Hey. If however further rains are rocelved June delivery
would be all right,

In any case it wovld be as well to engege drovers before
they are¢ all bocked up elsewhere,
gont.




INTER OFFICE MEMO

FROH. AVON DOWNS STATION mo THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.
. SUBJEGT.S. ..... BQQKKEEEB.M..  RAINFALL. © . . b o J.&m.Jamarry., ................. 1962.....
Dear Sir,
’ * I wish to confirm receipt of your . telegram of the

12th.inst. requesting the Bookkeeper to visit Rocky,and also.

your inguiry regarding rain.

Your teleﬂram was received at @out the same time -
as a request by letter from Newcastle that lMir. Richardson
should proceed to Rocky. :

Mr. Richardson when approached regarding details
of his Rocky visit declined and tendered his resignation
with one month's noticej;the reason of lir.Richardson's
refusal to visit Rocky. and submit his resignation was hisg
being unable to compile "Returns™ from the existing records
at Rockhampton Downs and also the lack of hospltallty that
is extended to him while staying there.

Durlng our discussion on the mat ter and. elso
included in his letter of resignation Mr. Richardson
stated that he was very contented at Avon.

I confirm my telegrams of the 12th.,15th.,19th.,
and 20the inst. advising of receiving a total of 315 Points
of rain. 1

: Storms commenced on the run on the 1lthe. inst..
and continued each day until the 20th. inste

The run is too wet to inspect by vehicle. The
Padddcks and the run as far North as Nos © Bore and South
to the Fairview Ridges were seen by employees and reported .
to be.very wet. , ;

The Jumes River,Six Mile Creek and Shakespear Creek

are all running over the Barkly Highways

Bull Creek has not run down yet but is runnlng at

- Waterloo Corner.

From this information and by the response of feed
on country surrounding the Homestead, bordering the Barkly
hlghway it is safe to estimate the season as being assured

for some months.
Yours fdlthfu;é%?é;ééz:2454P

i

e s TS - e it

et i i e

e’



&

COPY TO

SUBJECT

GENERAL SUPERINTENDANT

INTER OFFICE MEMO

w,G, Reid T0 Manager, "Avon Downs™

Theft of station property. DATE 26th January, 1962,
Dear 8ir,

Thanks for your letter of 16th January, with copy of wemo
addressed to the General Superintendant under the same date
attached, dealing with exmechanic A,W, Dlooumer and Court proceedings
at Tennant Creek.

No doubt the General Superintendant will reply direct to you,
however, I would like to compliment you on your outline of the
case and procecdings, and only hope that justice will be served
fairly and correctly.

Yours faififully,




INTER__OFFICE MEMO

FROM__AVON DOWNS STATION. .. . 70 THE GENSRAL SUPERINTENDENT.

SUBJECT TEEFT OF STATION PROPERTY DATE 16the. January,1962.

Dear Bir,

On the 11lth. December last I dismissed the Station
mechanic AJW.Bloomer for drunkenness on the Station and
encouraging other employees to drink with him.

This men was employed by the @ompany at Avon Downs
for a period of 20 months.

Durlnﬁ 17 months of this period he was found to be
a very ef§KC1ent man at his work,and although he was on several
0

oceassiongrepremanded for drinking on the Station he behaved
well and confined his habits mainly 1o town,and appeared to have

the Station?s,interest at heart.

During the month of October 1961 Bloomer received a
setback in his private life and thlo appeared to change his whole
attitude towards his work. Drinking bouts became ver; frequent
and very liitle work was being achiieved.

: I exercised considerable patience hoping that Bloomer
would adjust himselfybut as time progressed his interest in
work decreased and the consumption of alcbhol increased.

From the 11th. of December the Station has not had
2. mechanic and much of my time since has been spent in the
workshop.

As tlme progressed % dlscovered an amount- of tools
and equlpment were missing.

On the 28th. December 1261 a Telegram was sent to
Constable Wilson at Rankine River Police Station requesting
him to call al Avon at his convenience.

“When Constable dllson arrived on the morning of the

3lst.December I was absent from the Station.

The Constable was informed by iir.Richardson,the
Bookkeeper,the reason of my request for -him to -call. The
Constable then decided to act promptly,not waiting for my
return in the early evening,proccéeded to deadlugly Station
with a Cadet Constable,to interview Bloomer who was known to
be resifiing there.. Tne Constable also took one of the Station
Blacks to 1den01f; the Avon propertiye.

Conte



The General Superintendent. 16/1/62
aDa

The party returned to Avon Downs on iste insts bringing
with them A.W.Bloomer and two of Bloomer's tool boxes and
two items of Awon equipment. These two items were reported
a8 having been given to the Manager of Headingly Station
by Bloomer to be returned to Avon.

Bloomer's tool boxes were opened and searched on arrival at
Avon in Bloomer's presence,and eleven items of Avon Downs
Station equipment were found in his possession. P.C. Wilson
then charged Bloomer with larceny and placed him under
arrest taking him to Tennant Creek Police Station. Before
departing P.C.Wilson took a Statement from me and instructed
me to attend Tennant Creek Police Court at 10.00AM on
Wednesday,3rd. inst.:

I was unable to contact you before the 3rd. so telephoned
to lir« Reid of Longreach feor advice.

Mr. Reid suggested that we obtain a Solicitor to hold =a
watching brief on behalf of the Company. Efforts were made
to obtain the services of z solicitor in the short time
available,and the Police Prosecutor did not appreciate the
suggestion that a solicitor should appear on behalf of the
Company.

I proceeded to Tennant Creek with the Bookkeeper,ilr.Richardson,
and was amazed that when the Court Proceedings commenced that
Bloomer was only charged with four of the eleven articles
found in hes possession. The prosecution offered very little
evidence and did not press the chargej;in fact the prosecution
was very lax and to me the case wgs presented to appear as
though I was trying to get an innocent man convicted. The

case was dismissed. An orxber was made direeting that the
equipment produced in Court and submitted as evidence should
be returned to Avon Downs.

I.did not feel thot the Company had becn treated justly and
considered the matter required further investigation.

The Station bOOAPeeper,“r Richardson,who is a Justice of the
Peace in The Northern Territory,has had extensive experience
in *the Courts of cases of this nature and wasg of the same
opinion as myselfs Our minds were turned to the future,should
a' case of this nature occur again,and also the faet that only
a very small portion of the missing propeety was recovered.

I therefore instructed lir. Richardson to proceed to Darwin
to place the whole matter in the hands of lir.John W.Lyons,
Barrister & Solieitor,to find out as to dhj the prosecution
was &0 lax and why no further action wase taken to recover
the remainder of thc missing property.

(Cont)




The General Superintendent. 16/1/62
i

Prior to lir. Richardson leaving for Darwin,Mr.Reid
of Longreach was again advised by telephone of my intentions
and brought up to-date with the develonnento.

Mr. Richardson travelled by air from Mt.isa to Darwin
on the 8th. for consultation with Mr. Lyons and presented
to him the full feacts and every facet of the Prosecution's
attitude and conduct was discussed.

lir. Lyons has sent to the Crown Law for the Depositions
and will advise as to what action should be taken.

Please advise whether the Company is prepared to refund
to Mr. Richardson the expenses he incurred,Air Fares and
Hotel Bills,on this trip to Darwin.

I did not request your advice upon this matter before
taking action as with the arrest and Court Hearing being
rushed through in three days there was absolutely no time
in which to contact you.

Mr. Richardson's trip to Darwin I am prepared to
finance myself if the Company does not wish to do so.

As I have previously stated the case was presented

by the FProsecution in such a manner as to make it appear
that I was trying to incriminate an innocent man.

f Yours Ldlthfﬂlly,

l.?.Gr I.R.Grace.
l‘/’ANA(JER .




7 INTER __OFFICE _MEMO.
»f
EEQE. AVON DOWNS STATION I0. THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT .
I‘f.
“SUBJECT. RELIEF FRON.RECENT STORMS. . . DATE. . 2nd. January,1962.

1

Dear 32ir,

Receipt is acknowledged of your Telegram of 30the.
December, 1961 requesting by Telegram information of benefit
received from recent storms.

I replied to-day as follows:=
" RETEL 30TH. SEASON ASSURED GRASS AND WATER PADDOCKS
AND SOUTH END FOR TWO MONTHS. STOP. THREE WEEKS SURFACE
WATER FOR ALL STOCK HORTH EIND. GRACE. "

Storm rains of the past two wecsks have caused
Avon Creek to run into the Jamegs River and the Yames River
to run from Sugar Bay Water Hole to Mc Cullocks Camp Viater
Hole. liost of the South End has received varied amounts of
storm rain and a green shoot is noticsable on all "ridgey"
country;the best growth being on country of the Avon Creek
area. :

Cattle o the South End are very scattered:s The
Bullock Paddock has received zood storm rain and a green
shoot is growing over most of this area.

Shakespeare Creek ran from the Jones Hole to the
Austral boundry and water holes on the creek North from
Jone's hole have some weeks water. Good storm rain was received
on country surrounding the Shakegpcare Creek on the North End
and filling this water course on the North side of the Barclay
Highway.

There is a very large consentration of cattle in
this area and should no further rain fall in the next three
weeks numbers in this area will have to be moved: Country
surrounding Ligunem Hole and No.26 Bore has received useful
storm rain bringing a useful growth of grass and filling
gilgies in this area that are expected to last for two weeks.

There is also a very large consentration of cattile
in this area.

(Cont)
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