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weeks investigations have been made about a product 
known as "no-fines" or "cellular" concrete blocks, 
which are new to Australia, and there is a good prospect 
that they will provide the means by which the building 
programme can be accelerated. Even though, in the 
early stages at least, the blocks will have to be trans­
ported from Port Kembla, they compare favourably in 
cost with normal brickwork, and the great advantage 
is that supplies are fairly plentiful. 
University House. 

· At the present time a considerable portion of the 
North Wing is ready for roofing, and work is proceed­
ing on the remainder of the building. The University 
Architect (Professor Lewis) reports that the work is 
of a high standard. 
Buildings for Research School of Physical Sciences. 

The excavation work for these buildings was very 
considerable and took longer than had been expected. 
However, that part of the project is nearing completion, 
and the pouring of concrete for the building itself has 
begun. 
Physical Sciences Laboratory Stall. 

'l'he members of the Laboratory staff of the Re­
search School of Physical Sciences who are already in 
Canberra moved late in April into part of the "Old 
Hospital'' buildings, on the University site ; they have 
hitherto shared the quarters of the central administra­
tion. Their new premises will be the headquarters of 
the School, pending the availability _Qf space in its per­
manent. building. In addition to office space for research 
and technical officers, it is proposed to instal in the tem­
porary building a small workshop and an electronics 
shop. 
Buildings for the John Curtin School of Medical Research. 

The plans have reached a stage where no further 
development is likely until Sir Howard Florey arrives 
in Australia in July of this year, when it is hoped to 
finalise them. A great deal of thought has gone into 
these plans, and the result is expected to be a building 
which will compare favourably with that of any similar 
institution in the world. 
Housing. 

Since the necessary funds were made available the 
plans for providing housing have made substantial pro­
gress and in the next issue of "News" it is hoped to 
give a detailed report about the University's over-all 
housing plans. The aim of the Interim Council is to have 
over one hundred units either built or well 1advanced in 
construction by the middle of 1951. 

GENERAL DEVELOPMENTS 
Scholarships. 

The Council has considered the grounds on which 
it will extend a scholar's tenure beyond the normal 
period of . two years, and the procedure to be. followed 
in the handling of applications for extens10n. Its 
views on these matters are now before the Academic 
Advisory Committee. 
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In the meantime, the tenure of the following 
scholars has been extended :-

Dr. C. C. J. Cuivenor. 
Mr. C. P. Haddon-Cave. 
Mr. R. M. Hartwell. 
Dr. G. B. Mackaness. 
Dr. R. V. Sellwood. 

The award of travelling research scholarships by 
the University was begun in 1948 as a means of giving 
first-rate Australian graduates increased opportunities 
of study abroad, pending the establishment of the Uni­
versity's Research Schools themselves. The cost of the 
scholarship scheme (now about £35,00Cl per annum) has 
been borne by general University funds, and not appor­
tioned between the budgets of the individual Schools. 
A number of University Departments are now, however, 
in effective operation, and the Council is giving thought 
to the future of the scheme. Its present view is that 
when scholarships are next awarded they should be of 
two classes:-

(a) those relevant to particular Schools, to a 
number to be decided in each case after advice 
from the Director or Adviser of the School; 
and 

(b) some five or six awards, not directly related to 
any School, and available t o Australian gradu­
ates generally for research abroad. 

Scholarships in the former class will be a charge on 
the budget of the School concerned. 

After a review of comparable English and Aus­
tralian awards, it has been decided not to make any 
general alteration in the value of scholarships. They 
now carry emoulments of £450 per annum for single and 
£600 for married scholars, plus fees and a return fares 
allowance of £150. Payments are made in sterling if 
the scholar is working in . the United Kingdom. The 
Council has raised from £50 to £100 per annum the 
maximum extra !!rant which the Vice- Chancellor may 
make in cases of need. 
Visiting Scholars. 

Sir lvor and Lady Jennings will leave Fremantle for 
Colombo in the '' Strathaird'' on 22nd May after their 
tour of Australian Universities. They were in Canberra 
from 9th - 13th May. While in Canberra Sir Ivor met 
members of the Council, conducted a seminar with 
senior members of the Public Service and others, and 
addressed a public meeting convened jointly by the. local 
branches of the Economic Society of Australia and the 
Australian Institute of International Affairs. Reports 
from the Universities indicate that Sir Ivor's visit has 
been of the very greatest interest and benefit to the 
scholars he has met. Miss Shirley Jennings, who ac­
companied her parents on their tour, will remain in 
Australia to undertake University training. 

Arrangements have been made for Professor A. R .. 
Todd, who holds the Chair of Organic Chemistry in the· 
University of Cambridge, to visit Canberra at the Uni­
versity's invitation on 17th and 18th October. Pro­
fessor Todd will be in Australia at that t ime under· 
the auspices of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute. 
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Fulbright Travel Grants. 
. Scholars. of the University who are to take up 

their aw~rds m the United States are being advised to 
apply, with ~he University's support, for travel grants 
from the Umted States Educational Foundation in Aus­
tralia, to cover their fares to and from America. 

STAFF MEMBERS 
New Appointments 

Mr .. L. F. Fitzhardinge has been appointed as 
Reader m the Sources of Australian History in the 
Researc~ S~hool of S~cial ~ciences. Mr. Fitzhardinge's 
reputati~n m Australian historical and literary circles 
rests mamly on the work he did as Historial Research 
Officer in charge of Australian collections at the Com­
monwealth National Library for twelve years from 1934. 
Fr~m l ~45 to 1948 he was Superintendent of the Sydney 
Umvers1ty Press, and he has, since 1945, also held the 
post of Lecturer ~n Classics i_n the University of Sydney. 
He took a B.A. m Sydney m 1930, and later a B.Litt. 
and M.A. from New College, Oxford. Mr. Fitzhardinge 
wa:i _a member of the Australian delegation to the 1938 
British Commonwealth :Relations Conference, and the 
1947 Stratford-on-Avon Conference of the Institute of 
Pa~ific Relations. He has published a number of 
articles and ~eviews on historical and literary topics, and 
was responsible for the first production, in 1936, of 
the ''Annual Catalogue of Australian Publications. '' 

. Mr. ] . . F. Morrison has been appointed Research 
Assistant m the Department of Biochemistry. Mr. 
Morrison _is a B.~c. of Sydney and an M.Sc. of Queens­
land. H1s appomtment will be of a year's duration. 

News and Movements 

The Council has conveyed its congratulations to 
Professor _F. J. Fe_nner, Professor of Microbiology, on the 
presentat10n to him at a ceremony in April of the medal 
?f the Da:vid Syme Research Prize for 1949. This prize 
is the semor endowed award for scientific research made 
by the University of Melbourne. Dr. Fenner's award 
was the result of his important original contributions 
to knowledge about the ectromelia virus which causes 
mousepox, a disease very closely akin to smallpox in 
human subjects. 

Professor Geoffrey Sawer, Professor of Law, returned 
to Melbourne on 18th April after a seven months' 
:visit to America and_ England. He spent a few days 
m Canberra at the time of the May Council meeting. 
Professor Sawer expects to transfer permanently to 
Canberra about September. 

Professor Crocker, who occupies the Chair of 
International Relations in the Research School of Pacific 
Studies, will arrive back in Australia about the end of 
May. 

The Senior Research Fellow in Demography, 
Mr. W. D. Borrie has been invited to attend a 
conference of demographers in connection with 
UNESCO 's ''Tensions'' project. The conference will be 
held in Paris from 2nd to 6th July, and Mr. Borrie ex­
pects to be away about a month. Mr. Borrie, who has 
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been working hitherto in the University of Sydney, is 
about to move his headquarters to Canberra. 

The Registrar, Mr. R. A. Hohnen, represented the 
University at the annual ceremony for the conferring of 
degrees at the New England University College, Armi­
dale, at the end of April. Mr. Hohnen was Registrar 
of the College from 1946 until his appointment to the 
staff of this University in 1948. 

Mr. K R. Long has been appointed Graduate Assist­
ant in the Registrar's Office in succession to Mr. F. G. 
Brennan, and has taken up duty. Mr. Long graduated 
Bachelor of Arts in the University of Sydney in 194!'!, 
after a course pursued at the New England University 
College, Armidale. Mr. Brennan has been appointed As­
sociate to Mr. Justice K. R. Townley, of the Supreme 
Court of Queensland, whom he will accompany to Manus 
Island in connection with the forthcoming war crime 
trials. Mr. Brennan was President of the National Union 
of Australian University Students in 1949, and Mr. Long 
held that office at the time of his appointment. 

The Australian Vice-Chancellors' Committee has 
lately appointed as its first full-time Secretf,ry, Mr. A. J. 
T. Ford. Mr. Ford is a Bachelor of Economics of Sydney, 
and is 28 years old. During the war he served in New 
Guinea and Bouganville with the Royal Australian Ar­
tillery, in which he gained a commission and was 
awarded the Military Cross. The University, by agree­
ment with the Vice-Chancellors' Committee, is providing 
office accommodation for Mr. Ford for the time being . 

Mr. J. R. Prescott, one of the University's 1948 
scholars, has received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
from the University of Melbourne. His Ph.D. work was 
done under the supervision of Associate Professor C. B. 
0. Mohr and his thesis was entitled ''Cosmic Ray Bursts 
and Showers.'' Under his scholarship, Dr. Prescott pro­
poses to conduct research at the Clarendon Laboratory 
Oxford. He is a son of Professor J. A. Prescott, Direc­
tor of the vVaite Agricultural Research Institute. 

Dr. l. R. C. Bick, one of the University's 1948 
scholars, has been offered a fellowship in the University 
of California to enable him to <.'onduct research there for 
twelve months after the end of his National University 
award. Dr. Bick has been working with Professor A. R. 
Todd, in Cambridge. 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS 
The University has heard with the deepest regret 

of the tragic death of Professor J. K. Rideout, near Hong 
Kong on 16th February, 1950. Professor Rideout was 
appointed to the Chair of Oriental Studies in the Uni­
versity of Sydney in 1948, and went to Hong Kong early 
this year to take up the Directorship of the Institute 
of Far Eastern Studies and the Chair of Chinese there. 
In 1949 he delivered the Morrison Oration in this 
University. 

The University will be represented by Mr. E. H. 
Clark, the Administrative Officer in the United Kingdom, 
at a General Conference of Universities to be held at 
Ni<.'e in December, 1950. The Conference is being ar­
ranged by the International Universities Bureau, which 
has its headquarters in Paris. 
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