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EXPLANATORY NOTES

introdnetion
The Family Law Act 1975 came into operation 

throughout Australia on 5 January 1976, repealing the 
Matrimonial Causes legislation which had been operative 
since 1961, Under Family Law legislation the irretrievable 
breakdo wn of the marriage is the only ground on which a 
dissolution of marriage is granted. This ground is 
established by the husband and wife having lived apart 
for 12 months or more and there being no reasonable 
likelihood of reconciliation. Applications for nullity of 
marriage under Family Law legislation must be on the 
ground that the marriage is void because of failure to 
meet a legal requirement such as that neither party he 
already lawfully married to another person. There is no 
provision for judicial separation under Family Law 
legislation.

DeflnJtloits
7. Divorces. The term divorce, as used in this publi­
cation, refers to decrees of dissolution of marriage. Prior 
to 1980 the term was used to include nullities of marriage 
and, where application was made before 5 January 1976, 
judicial separations granted. Details of nullities of 
marriage are no longer collected from 1980 onwards. 
Figures in tables I and 2 of this publication have been 
revised to exclude nullities and judicial separations prior 
to 1980. The total number of nullities of marriage in 1981, 
as advised by the Family Court, was 17.

8. Divorce rates. In this publication several types of 
rates arc shown. In all cases the rates are expressed per 
1,000 of the appropriate population.

2. Successful applicants for a decree of dissolution of
marriage under Family Law legislation are initially 
granted a decree nisi. This becomes absolute after one 
month unless it is rescinded, appealed against, or the 
Court has not declared its satisfaction as to proper 
arrangements having been made for the welfare of 
children involved.

3. At the time of the introduction of the Family Law 
Act there were applications pending for dissolution or 
nullity of marriage which had been previously filed under 
the Matrimonial Causes legislation. Family Law 
legislation provided that these cases could be continued

The crude divorce rate is the number of divorces per 
1,000 of the mean population. (In the interpretation 
of this rate it must be kept in mind that a large 
varying proportion of the population used in the 
denominator is unmarried or below the minimum 
age of marriage.)

The age-specific dissolution rate (per 1,000 popu­
lation) relates the number of dissolutions by age at 
decree made absolute to the population in specific 
age groups. Males under 18 and females under 16 
are excluded from the population.

under the superseded legislation or transferred and heard 
under Family Law legislation. The publication Divorces 
1976 (3307.0) differentiated between those cases in which 
a dissolution of marriage was granted under Matrimonial 
Causes legislation and those cases in which a dissolution 
of marriage was granted under Family Law legislation. 
Such differentiation is not made for subsequent years

Statistics
The statistics shown in this publication relate to 

calendar years and are compiled by the ABS from a 
Statistical Report made out in respect of each application 
which resulted in a decree absolute being granted. Such 
reports are forwarded to the ABS on finalisation of

4.

reports are forwarded to the ABS
proceedings. A reproduction of the Statistical Report 
appears in Appendix A.

5. In the interpretation of data it is important to bear 
in mind that the availability of judges and the complexity 
of the cases brought before them can affect the number of

Note: Divorce rates shown in this publication are 
calculated using estimates of resident population 
introduced after the 1981 Census. Revised rates 
have been shown from 1971 (for crude rates) and 
from 1976 (forage-specific rates). A description 
of the conceptual basis of these population 
estimates is contained in Population Estimates: 
An outline of the new conceptual basis of A. B. S. 
population estimates, (3216.0), published in 
March 1982. Revised population estimates are 
shown in the latest issue of Australian Demo­
graphic Statistics Quarterly (3101.0).

9. Children ate children of the marriage under 18 years 
at time of application as defined by the Family Law Act 
1975. These include adopted and ex-nuptial children and 
children from any former marriage. Children over 18 
years of age at the time of application for dissolution or 
who are married, are not subject to custody and guard­
ianship orders and are excluded from the statistics.

decrees made absolute or granted in any one year. A rise 
in numbers in one year may be due wholly or in part to the 
clearing of a backlog of cases from an earlier period. In 
addition, of course, legislative changes and the
expectation of new legislation, rules and practices, may 
affect the numbers of applications.

State where application heard
6. The State breakup shown in certain tables in this
publication is based on the location of the Family Courts 
determining the cases. The rates for some States or 
Territories are affected by persons from State 
boundary areas applying to the nearest Family Court 
rather than the court in their State of residence.

10. Duration of marriage is the interval between the 
date of marriage and the date the decree was made 
absolute. In Tables 10 and 11, duration of cohabitation 
has been used, i.e. the interval between the date of 
marriage and the date of final separation. Date of final 
separation is the date given on the application for divorce 
as the date on which the couple separated and from which 
time onwards the husband and wife are taken to have 
lived apart for at least 12 months. In determining the date 
of final separation, a single period of resumed cohabitation 
of less than 3 months may be ignored. (In such circum­
stances, the two separate periods of living apart must in 
aggregate be 12 months or more, and there be no 
reasonable likelihood of reconcilation, to establish 
grounds for divorce).



2

Additional itathtlci available
II. In some cases, the ABS can also make available 
information which is not published. This information 
may be made available in one or more of the following 
forms: microfiche, photocopy, data tape, computer 
printout, clerically-extracted tabulation. Generally, a 
charge is made for providing unpublished information. A 
list of tables produced annually is attached in Appendix

State itatiatlM
12. In this publication detailed statistics arc provided 
for Australia but summary figures are given for Stales. 
More deuiled Slate statistics are available in publications 
issued by the ABS State offices.

Related publkationi
13. 
are:

Other ABS publications which may be of interest

Marriages, Australia, 1981 (3306.0)

Australian Demographic Slalisllcs Quarterly (3101.0) 

14. Current publications produced by the ABS are

a
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, A ustralia( 1101.0). 
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, _ 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other uaa|cs 
n.a. not available

— nil or rounded to zero
----- break in continuity of series (where drawn across 

a column between consecutive figu.es)

15. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and
totals.

figu.es
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

In 1981,41,412 divorces were granted, 5.5 per cent more than in 1980 and 9.4 per cent more than in 1979. The crude 
divorce rate (divorces per 1,000 mean population) increased from 2.7 in 1980 to 2.8 in 1981. These rises came after a 
penod of declining divorce rates during 1977-79 following a peak of 4.5 in 1976 (the year the Family Law Act was 
introduced); and appears to be a return to gradual increases in the divorce rate apparent in the period to 1975.

GRAPH I. CRUDE DIVORCE RATES, 1971 TO 1911
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As in previous years, the 1981 divorce rates among females were highest at ages 25-29 (16.6 per 1,000) and among 
males stages 30-34(15.0 per 1,000), Generally, the age specific divorce rates have risen slightly in 1980 a nd 1981 following 
declines since the peak in 1976. Two major exceptions are the divorce rates for males and females aged under 25 years at 
the time of divorce, which continue to decline, but this is partly the result of a trend towards deferral of marriage by this 
youngerage group (See Marriages, Australia, 1981), (3306.0).

GRAPH 2. AGE SPECIFIC DIVORCE RATES, 1981
Rate per 1,000 population

Under 25 (a) 25-29

(a) The population denominatori exclude males under 18 and females under 16.
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Age at divorce and duration of marriage
In 1981, divorcing husbands were on average aged 23.5 years at marriage and 35.5 years on divorce, whereas 

divorcing wives were aged 20.9 years at marriage and 32.8 years at divorce.

Median age al marriage Median age at divorce

Husbands Wives Husbands Wives

1971
1973
1975
1977
1979
1980
1981

23.7
23.4
23.3
23.3
23.4
23.4
23.5

21.0
20.9
20.8
20.7
20.8
20.9
20.9

37.9
36.8
36.2
36.1
35.6
35.3
35.5

34.4
33.6
33.1
33.0
32.8
32.7
32.8

The average duration (between date of marriagcand date decree became absolute) of marriages ending in divorce in 
1981 was 10.2 years, with 20.8 per cent of divorce.s having a duration of marriage of less than 5 years. The average 
duration of marriage at divorce and the percentage distribution of divorces by duration of marriage remain similar to the 
1980 levels. However, information on date of final separation, collected under the Family Law Act, shows that the 
median duration of marriage to final separation has remained reasonably stable (around 7.5 years). The shortening of 
duration of marriage to divorce in the post-1976 period (from 11.0 years in 1976 to 10.2 years in 1980 and 1981) is more 
related to the reduced duration between separation and divorce decree made absolute

GRAPH 3. DIVORCES ACCORDING TO DURATION OF MARRIAGES 
TO DATE DECREE BECOMES ABSOLUTE. 1971 TO 1911

Duraiion oi m«rria|ePer cent of lolal divorce»
34 -------------------------

15 to 19 yean

2

under IS year*

10 ifl 14 yean

■ 25 to 2« ytir- 
' 30 or more ye

** 201«. 24 year»

0 j-“ 
1971 1972 1973 1974 I97J 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981
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Marital atalus at mirria|e
The number of remarried people in the population is increasing, and this has led to an increase in the proportion of 

second or further divorces, which in 1981 represented 9.4 percent of male and 9.3 percent of female divorces, up from 8.5 
and 8.4 per cent respectively in 1980.

Children of the marriafc
There were 49,616 dependant children {i.e. under 18 years of age) involved in divorces in 1981, which is 1.2 children 

per divorce or 2.0 children per divorce of couples with dependant children. These averages have changed little in recent 
years.
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TABLE I. PIVORCES(bK STATES AND TERRITORIES, IWl TO 1981

Vic. Qld S.A. Tas.

DIVORCES(a)
A.C.T.(b) Australia

Annual averages— 
I95l-55r 
l956-60r 
!961-65r 
1966-70r 
197l-75r 
l976^0r

3.211
3,185
3,205
4.936
7.548

15.556

1.720 
1,491
1.740 
2,299 
4,028

11.395

12% 
716
928 

1.197 
1,869 
7.008

613
538
781
963 

1,491 
4.473

562
549
549
787

1,546
3.730

218
197
260
324
488

1.295

14
15
34
39
76

324
Annual totals— 
1976-
Matrimonial Causes r 
Family taw r 
Total r

\911t
I978r
I979r 
1980 
1981

25

10
136
302

1.440

7.091 
6,720 
7,568

10.681 
17,348 
45.220

5,142 
17.005 
22,147 
15.781 
13.797 
12,606 
13.449 
14.512

3.706 
12,919 
16,625 
10.851 
10.821
9.471 
9.207 
9.769

2.957 
6.654 
9,611 
7.293 
6.106 
5,811 
6.219 
6.470

1,402 
4.740 
6,142 
4.419 
3.805 
3.794 
4.203 
4.132

1.774 
3.044 
4,818 
3,915 
3.387 
3.397 
3.073
3.481

(a) Figures for 1979 and earlier years have been revised to show dissolutions only. See paragraph 7 of Fxnlsnatorv 
involve applicants normally resident in areas around the A.C.T. See footnote (b) of Tabk 2 r.xpmnatory

_______ table 2 RUDE DIVORCE RATES(a) PER 1,O<W POPULATION. STATES AND

329 
1.429 
1,758 
1.134 
1.131 
1.167 
1.285 
1.139

N.S. Vic. Qld W.A.
Average annual rates— 

1951-55 
1956-60
1961-65 
1966-70 
1971-75 r
1976-80 r

1.0
0.9
0.8

1,6
3.1

0.7 
0.6 
0.6 
0.7
1.1
3.0

0.6 
0.5 
0.6 
0.7
1.0
3.2

0.8 
0.6
0.8 
0.9 
1.2
3.4

0.9
0.8
0.7 
0.9

Annual rates— 
I976r 
I977r 
I978r 
1979r 
l980r 
1981

4.5
3.2
2.7
2.5
2.6
2.8

4.4
2.8
2.8
2.4
2.4
2.5

4.6
3.4
2.8
2.6
2.7
2.8

4.8
3.4
2.9
2.9
3.2
3.1

4.1
3.3
2.6
2.7
2.4
2.7

35 
388 
423 
345 
291 
262 
298 
393

375 
1,331 
/,7Q6 
1,352 
1.270 
1.346 
1.524 
1.516

15.720 
47,510 
63,230 
45,150 
40,608 
37.854 
39,258 
41,412

(b) Many divorces registered in the A.C.T.

TERRITORIES. 19S1 TO 1981

Tas.

0.7 
0.6 
0.7 
0.9
1.2
3.1

4.3
2.7
2.7
2.8
3.0
2.7

N.T.

0.9 
0.7
0.8 
0.6
0.8
3.1

4.3

2.7
2.4
2.6
3.2

A.C.T.(b) Australia

0.9 
0.7
1.0 
1.2
1.7
6.7

0.8 
0.7
0.7 
0.9 
1.3
3.2

8.2
6.4
5.9
6.2
6.9
6.7

4.5 
3.2
2.8 
2.6 
2.7

■rea.surrounding Ihe A.C.T. Siale of usuai re.ideiii/nol labul.led’from 1980 onward,^ hoi!«^r hTlìl'l.nk'Ìi ’ul'; ÌÌu,'''fìV'T'Ì'''™™«lly resideni In 
normally „„den, In ihe A.C.T. The A.C.T. ™,e Hiekiorc “"u”Ve liOeX loapplleanls

TABLE 3. AGE-SPECIFIC DIVOHCE RATES(«) PER 1,0«« POPULATION. I»7« TO IMI

group (years/b)
Under
25(c) 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64

65 and
Total

HUSBAND
I976r 
1977r 
I978r 
1979r 
1980r 
1981

4.2
3.2
3.0
2.5
2.5
2.2

22.6
15.8
14.2
13.0
13.5
13.8

24.1
16.5
14.6
13.9
14.5
15.0

20.8 
15.0
13.3 
12.4 
12.6
13.6

18.5
13.1
11.8
10.9 
il.O
11.6

16.0
11.3
9.9
8.9
8.9
9.3

12.9
9.0
7.6
6.8
6.7
7.0

9.5
6.4
5.1
4.7
4.5

6.3
4.1
3.4

3^0
2.9

2.5 
1.8
1.5 
1.3
1.3 
I..3

9.0
6.4
5.7
5.2
5.4
5.6

WIFE
-4

1976r 
1977r 
I978r 
I979r 
1980r 
1981

8.2
6.1
6.1
4.9
5.0
4.8

26.3 
17.9
16.1 
15.0
15.4 
16.6

23.9
16.6
14.4
13.3
13.8
14.3

19.8
14.0
12.6
11.5
11.9
12.7

17.1
12.3
10.3
9.8

10.0
10.2

13.9
9.8

1.6
1.5
1.6

10.4 
6.9
5.9 
5.2 
4.7
5.1

6.7
4.4
3.7
3.3
3.2
3.1

3.7 
2.6
2.1

L8 
1.7

1.0 
0.7 
0.6 
0.5 
0.5 
0.5

9.0
6.4
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.5

1®) have been revised using estimates of the resident nonulation introduced tosi c*«na.,A...L.o rvr t . r '
p.r,K....imcordi.o„c. (=) For .he p„rp„„ of c.,cui.,e.f.,,hi.



7

TABLE 4. DIVORCES : ACES OF PARTIES AT MARRIAGE, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION,
1976 rO 1981

g'oup (years)

Under
20 20'24 25'29 30'54 35-39 40-44 45'49

50 and Total
over number(a)

Median 
age

HUSBAND

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

11.3
11.7
11.2
10.5
10.4
10.3

53.8
53.6
54.0
54.5
54.1
53.4

204
20.7
20.4
20.4
207
20.8

6.7
6.7
6.6
6.7
6.8
7.1

3.2
3.1
3.3
3.2

3.2

1.9
1.7
1.7
1.8
1.8
1.9

I.l 
1.0
1.1 
1.2
1.1
1.2

I 5
6
6

63.230
45.150
40.608
37.854 
39,258
41.412

23.4
23.3
23.3
23.4
23.4
23.5

WIFE

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

39.0
40.7
39.6
38.4
37.4
37.3

43.3
42.0
42.8
43.5
44.0
43.5

9.3
9.4
9.1
9.5
9.8

10.2

3.4
3.6
3.6
3.7
3.8

1.9
1.8
1.9
1.9
1.9
2.0

1.2
1.1

1.2
1.1
1.2

0.8
0.7
0.7
0.8
0.7
0.7

0.9 
0.8 
0.9 
0.9
0.9 
1.0

63.230 
45.150 
40.608
37.854 
39.258 
41.412

21.0
20.7
20.8
20.8
20.9
20.9

(■) Includes persons with age at marriage not stated.

TABLE 5. DIVORCES : AGES OF PARTIES AT MARRIAGE, 1911

Age of wife (years)

<>/■ 
Husband 
(years)

Under 
¡6 16'19 20-24 25'29 30-34 55'59 40-44 45-49 50-54 55'59

60 and Not 
staled Total

Under 20 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60 and over 
Not stated

72
82
15
7

3,409 
9,674 
1.745

291 
65

8 
2

713 
11,145 
4,621 
1,068

291 
88 
32 
19

Total 177

Under
25

2
35

2
25

59 
982

1.724 
878
343 
147
59
24

7 
3

15

7 
121 
354 
466 
313 
174
83 
35

9 
9
6

2 
35

104 
163 
200 
158
92 
36
20

6

8
35
51
80

139
108
58
16
16
2

2 
6

12
22
42
73 
60
36
16

2

4

18
33 
54
41
34

2

II 
15 
31 
32

3
5
8

15
79

13 
70
26
13 
3
7

3

4,275
22,121

8.633 
2,955 
1,329

802 
505
314
176 
207

95

1S3S3 1I,M5 4441 1377 »7 513 279 291 95 119 143 41,412

TABLE 6. DIVORCES ; ACES OF PARTIES AT DECREE MADE ABSOLUTE, 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 1976 TO 1981

group (years)

25'29 50-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55'59
60 and Total

o\er numher(a)
Median 

age

HUSBAND

1976 
1977
1978
1979 
1980
1981

5.6
6.1
6.5
5.9
5.7
4.9

21.4
20.7
20.8
20.7
21.0
20.7

19.1
19.7
20.4
21.3
22.1
22.5

14.3
14.7
14.8
15.3
15.6
16.6

II
II

3

11

.5 

.7 

.6 

.9

10.4
10.1
9.5
9.1
8.6
8.5

8.0
7.8
7.4
7.2
6.7
6.7

4.8
4.7
4.4
4.4
4.2
4.1

4.9
4.8
4.5
4.3

3.9

63,230
45,150
40,608
37.854
39.258
41.412

36.2
36.1
35.7
35.6
35.3
35.5

WIFE

\916 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981

13.8
14.8
15.4
14.8
14.4
13.3

24.3
23.0
23.2
23.4
23.6
24.3

17.8
18.7
19.2
19.7
20.5
20.8

12.8
13.0
13.3
13.5
14.1
14.9

9.8 
lO.I
9.6 

10.0 
10.0 
10.0

8.4
8.1
7.6
7.3
6.9
6.5

6.3
5.8
5.5
5.3
4.5
4.7

3.3
3.2
3.2
3.0
2.8

3.0
2.9
2.7
2.6
2.4
2.3

63.230 
45,150 
40,608 
37,854
39.258 
41.412

33.1
33.0
32.7
32.8
32.7
32.8

(a) Includes persons with age at nurriage not stated.
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TABLt 7. DIVORCES ! AGES OF PABTltS AT DtCBEE MADE ABSOLUTE, INI

of wife (yetira)

*4fe of husband 
(years)

Under 
20 20-24 2Ì-29 3(hi4 3Ì-39 40-44 43-49 50-54 SJ-59

60 and

Under 25 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39

87
26

Not 
stated Total

40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65 and

1.655 
3.051

525 
105
29 

7 
5
2

Not stated 18

258 
4.873 
4,001

688 
166
49 
15
9 
2
3

17

38
508

4.119
3,029

653
171 
57 
30

9

14

5 
64

518 
2,645 
2.139

525 
160
63 
25

8
13

I 
20 
86

311 
1,645 
1,408

463 
127
46 
17
8

5
21
49

225 
1,093

959
244
64
39

11
14
54

177 
877
551
160 
85

2 
2
9 

14 
44

171 
485 
296 
128

6

16

153 
247 
475

24
18
15
14
24

15

10

Total

2.048 
8,573 
9.306
6,872 
4.940 
3314 
2.756 
1,679

859 
770
95

121 53^ 10.N1 8^2 6.U5 4.132 2.7M 1.934 1.IS7 M3 142 4M12

TABLE 8. DIVORCES : MARITAL STATUS OF PARTIES AT MARRIAGE. 
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION. 1976 TO INI

Husband Wtfe

Never 
married Widowed Divorced

Total 
number(aj married t^'idowed

1976 
1977 
1978
1979 
1980 
1981

Divorced
Total 

numberfa)
91.9
92.1
91.4
90.5
90.2
89.4

I 
I

b

5

I
3 
2

6.4
6.4 
,'0
8.2

9.4
(a) Include« not suicd nuriul tuitu.

63,230 
45,150
40,608 
37,854 
39,258
41,412

91.2
91.3
90.7
90.1
89.9
89.1

2.0
1.9
1.9 
2.0
1.7
1.6

6.8
6.8

7.9
8.4
9.3

63.230 
45.150 
40,608 
37.854
39.258 
41.412

TABLE 9. DIVORCES ; MARITAL STATUS OF FABTIES AT MABBIACE AND DURATI»^N OF MARRIAGE. INI

Duration 
^f marriage 
(years)

Husbcmd Wtfe

Under S
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30 and over
Not stated

Total

Median duration

married

6.711 
10.501
7.546 
4.657 
3.388 
2.210
2,006

37319

10.7

14'idotved Divorced
Total 

number
Never 

married i^'idowed Divorced
Total 

number
211 
123
90 
40
12
10
10

4N

6.2

1,684 
1.176

482 
244
150 
92
69

5.7

8,606 
11.800
8.118 
4,941
3,550 
2312
2,085

6.752 
10,518
7.462 
4.641
3357 
2,189 
1.991

222 
186 
Ito
53 
41
30 
24

1,632 
1.096

546
247
152 
93
70

8,606 
11.800
8.118 
4.941
3.550
2,312
2.085

4M12 34,919 944 3334 41,412

10.2 10.7 7.6 5.9 10.2
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TABLE It. DIVORCBS t DURATION OF MABWIAGE. PERCENTAGE niSTRIBUTTON, I»?* TO IMI

DuraiioH of nuvria^t (ytcrt)

Under
5‘9 ¡O-N /S-/9 20-24 2Ì-29

30 and Total 
I iwnber(a)

Median 
duration 

(years)

ACCORDING TO INTERVAL BETWEEN DATE OF MARRIAGE AND DATE DECREE MADE ABSOLUTE

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

15.5
17.3
19.3
20.1
20.7
20.8

30.2
28.7
28.6
28.4
28.4
28.5

18.1
18.6
18.5
18.3
19.3
19.6

12.5
12.5
12.2
12.3

9.7
9.2

7.5

8.9
8.6

6.4 
5 8 
5.6 
5.6

6.2
5.8

5.0

63230 
45,150 
40,608 
37,854 
39258 
41,412

11.0
10.9
10.5
10.3
10.2
10.2

ACCORDING TO INTERVAL BETWEEN DATE OF MARRIAGE AND DATE OF FINAL SEPARATION

1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

36.9
36.4
36.2
36.4
36.4

U.1 
246 
24.5 
24.9 
24.9

14.9
15.1
15.0
15.4
15.9

10.7 
10.6 
11.0
10.5 
10.2

7.2
7.2
7.0
7.0

3.9
4.0
3.9
3.6
3.5

(a) Include* not Hated duration of marrutfe.

2.1
2.1
2.2
2.2
2.1

45,150 
40,608 
37,854 
39258
41,412

7.4
7.5

7.5

Interval 
(years)

Under I

2 
3

5
6

8
9

10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30 and over
Not stated

Total

Under 1

2 
3

5
6
7 
8
9

10-14 
15-19
20-24 
25-29
30 and over 
Not stated

Total

TABLE 11. DIVORCES : AGES OF PARTIES AT SEPARATION AND INTERVAL BETWEEN 
PATE OF MARRIAGE AND DATE OF SEPARATION, 1981

Age group (years)

Under
20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-59 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59

60 and 
over

Not 
slated

HUSBAND

107
66

7

I

181

512
467
215

71

I

1371

1.001
1,425
1.295

889
451
206

68 
6

5341

1.018 
1.690 
1,936
1.683 
1371

80S 
433 
189

2

9,068

650 
921

1.154
1,254 
1.363
1.363
1,167

931 
562
298 
181

324
384
433
432
469
531
632
713
903
942

2.726
106

171 
182 
170
208 
152 
167
180
184
225
286 

2.462 
1,610

54

141
106
117
91
65
68
63
73
84

103
680

1.690
1,009

25

93
66
76
70
47
44
59
50
40
37

255
532

1,225
531

16

bfs 
62 
55 
49 
31
20 
30
31
26 
31

123 
166 
429 
637 
230

55 
36
17
27 
20
23 
11
17
13
16
77 
65

119 
186 
347

74 
45 
43
27 
19
20 
22 
23
18
10 
66 
46
52
82 

287

;9
14
9

6
5
2

2
2 
8

5

2.71! 
3,307 
3.376 
3,054 
2.624 
2,447 
2.234 
2.029 
1.873 
1.725 
6.578 
4.220 
2.893 
1.461

880

9,844

470 
577
680
745
888

1,185 
1,271
1,278
1,131

829 
932

9,987

8,595

247 
213
224 
259
234 
262
312 
358 
491
662 

3,788
610

7,661

6.051 4315 3,141 1.986 1.029 834 95 41.412

WIFE

146 
132 
122 
114
90 
98 
97

iOi 
106 
137 

1,295 
2.408

363

99
90 
76
83 
58
34
42
35
47
43

318
878

1,598
182

70
42
35
45
33
25
30
23
23
16

105
166
658 
797

73

52
38
36
23
19

22 
22
9 

18 
69
79 

172 
369 
342

29 
23
19
18
10 
II

10
8

49 
25 
23
10 
6

10
8 
9

5309 3383 2,141 1381

30
43
53
83

284

27
19
30
21

179

19
10
10
3 

II
4
9
5
8
4

14
16
19
8 
2

2.711 
3.307 
3.376 
3,054 
2.624 
2,447
2.234 
2,029 
1.873 
1,725
6.578 
4.220 
2.893 
1.461

880

631 438 142 41.412
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TABLB 11 DIV OB CES: DUBATION OF MARRIAGE AND AGES OF FARTIES AT MARRIAGE, 1M1

Duration of 
morriate 
(yeon)

Afr ()Wt)

2

6

10-14
15*19
20*24
25*29
30 and over 
Not stated

Total

2 
3

5 
6

8 
9

10*14
15-19
20-24 
25*29
30 and over 
Not stated

Total

Under
20 20-24 2S-29 30-34 Ji-39 40-44 4S-49 50-54 55-59

60 and 
over

Not 
uatfii Toto!

HUSBAND

24 
159 
208 
261 
293 
319 
298
273 
266 
956 
602
301 
145
170

4475

106 
578
848 

1,015 
1.006

999 
971 
900
890 

3.200 
2,072 
1.408

762 
675

15439

173 
939

1.290 
1.512 
1.360 
1.369 
1.312 
1.194
1.194 
4,650 
2,752 
1.958
1.291 
1.127

163 
460
586 
625
534 
438
467 
398
399 

1.528
999 
844
620 
572

80 
235 
256 
263 
199 
169 
145 
126 
107 
472 
305 
280 
175 
143

42
136

154 
95 
63 
65
63 
62

209 
139
95 
46
46

38
92
72
85
59 
SI
42
SI
35

140
74
37
16
10

24 
51
77 
63 
36 
30
23 
25 
22 
78
42 
23

18
52
46
40
32 
20
18
21
16
27

17
40
16
23

2

12
10
8
8

23

I 
2

22
53
34
26
17
10
5
9
5

24

12
10
10

10

5
12

606 
2429 
2,709 
3.062 
2437 
2.491 
2.385 
2.172 
2.115 
8,118 
4.941 
3.550 
2412 
2.085

22,121

205 
834

1.127 
1.219 
1.048
1.032

995 
891 
907

3.736 
2.212
1.615 
1.141 
1.043

19495

1433 2,955 1329

WIFE

N2 515 314 17« 297 95 41412

107 
336
342 
393 
293 
245
249 
191 
170 
683
379
311
275 
267

63 
167 
139 
172 
121
99 
84
83 
65

206 
135 
109
73 
61

32 
112
82 

119
66
36 
29
38

115 
71 
56
24 
13

30
70
61
50
44
33
14
28
25
78
39
29
10
2

IS 
46 
35 
41 
23 
14 
14 
17 
10 
32 
12

29
32
24
17

13
5

33
6

44«! 1377 927 513 271 291

6 
22 
16
9

17 
27
21 
IS

8
8
6

7
8

3 
3

8
6

2
14 9

2

I

9 
5

12 
12 
17
19 
23

606 
2.229 
2.709 
3.062 
2.637 
2.491 
2.385 
2.172 
2.115 
8.118 
4.941 
3.550 
2.312 
2.08S

♦5 119 143 41412
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TAtl IX DIVOBCM ; DURATION OF MABKIAGE AND ACES OF PARTIES AT DECREE MADE ABSOLUTE, 1M1

Duraiion of 
mornaft 
lytart)

Under
20 20-24 2^29 30-34 Ì5-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 53-59

60 and Not 
neitd Tot^

2

HUSBAND

6

8

10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30 and over
Not stated

135
635
594
418
190
60
10

174 
750

1.149 
1.455 
1.382
1.316 
1.058

675 
392
222

108 
311 
454
567 
584
670 
855
977 

1.159 
3.453

164

SO 
169 
l«7 
243 
220 
209 
235 
259 
325 

2.903 
1.989

83

37 
IIS
89

100 
89

IOS 
104
9* 

857 
1.869 
1392

41

28
67
73
84
62
53
50
59
58

289
506

1.401
759
25

21
49
69
55
34
34
33
45
34

163
211
504

1.070
434

17 
44
36 
39
35 
21
19 
20
22 

IIS
99 

159 
30* 
745

2*
75

47
25 
29
20 
28
26 

105
102 
102 
129 
869

12
10
10

10

II 
I 
9

12

606 
2J29 
2,709 
3.062 
2437 
2,491 
2J«3 
XI72 
2,115 
*,118 
4.941 
3450 
2412 
24*5

Tolti 5 lAO •»573 Mn 4,MB 3414 2,7« 1474 1A29 9S 4MI2

6

8
9

10-14 
15-19
20-24 
25-29
30 and over 
Not tilled

Total

WIFE

20 
72
27 

2

233 
1.063 
1.301 
1.233

843 
473
184 
63
6

136 
4*7
771 

1.061 
1.176 
1.425 
1331 
1.288 
1.067 
1.137

2

78 
230
274 
352
306 
334
426 
539
753 

4342
798

34 
124
113 
164
142 
124
119 
135
158 

1.692 
2.824

534

37
8*
75

116
59

55
51

379
915

1.956
303

17 
57 
49
43
49 
37

•24
30 
32

137 
201 
692

1.180 
IS*

15
37
33
42
24
16

26 
25

101 
98

221 
591 
694

9 
28 
31 
19 
18 
18 
13 
12

51
53
74

153 
667

19
35
29
25
12
14
18
IS

67
38
56
64

544

8
8

5

9

12
12
17
19
22

606 
2.229 
X7O9 
3.062 
2.637 
2,491 
23*5 
2,172 
2,115 
8.118 
4.941 
3350 
7312 
2.085

131 5399 *432 9,195 4»132 1,799 1,934 1,157 943 142 41413
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TABLE N. DIVORCES : RELATIVE BIRTHPLACES OF PARTIES, INI
NOTE. The foUowin, ubi. ..dude. 26.026 di..olu,ion. (6J p.r cm of .11 di.wlu.ion.) whcr. both hoAand .nd .if.

tnvoMng husbands bom 
overseas as shown, and—

were born in Auitratb.

involving wives born 
overseas as shown, and—

Cota try of birth
bom In H'ifr bom in

same country Australia

W/fe 
bom In 
another 

country'fa)

Total 
husbands 

bom 
overseas

Nev Zeab td

Husband 
bom in 

same country

Husband 
born in 

Australia
Ì91 303

Husband 
bom in 
another 

countryfa)

Total 

overseas
118 818 397 205 175 777

Austria 
Germany 
Greece 
Hunpry 
Italy 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Poland
U.K. and Irelaisd 
Yugoslavia 
Other Europe 
Total Europe

28 
193 
197
60 

192
61

144
83 

2.195 
291 
179

3.623

SO 
387
92 
66 

263 
103 
340

64 
2.420 

114 
247 

4.176

62 
149
SI 
61 
98 
41 

117
54 

508 
112 
204 

1.457

170 
729
340 
187 
553 
205
601
201 

5.123
517 
630

9.236

2i 
193 
197
60 

192
61

144
83 

2.195 
291 
179

3.623

24
212

15
15
70
46

161
24

1.868
27
89

2.531

45 
194
34
33
57
30
87
58

579 
48

169 
1.334

97
599
246
108
319
137
392
165

4.642
366 
437

7.308
Asia- 

China 
Cyprus 
India 
Indonesia 
Lebanon 
Malaysia 
Philippines 
Sri Lanka 
Other Asia 
Total Asia

29 
15 
45
II 
51 
18 
29 
24 

109 
33/

28 
II
70
38
25
39
13
16
99

339

30

48
17 
18
16 
5

II
88

237

87
30

163
66
94
73
47
51

296
907

29 
15
45
11
51
18
29
24

109 
33/

Africa -
Arab Republic of Egypt
South Africa
Other Africa
Total Africa

14 
8

37 
31
7 

30 
38 
10 
87

262

22
10
37
24
17
24
29
10

105
278

65
33

119
66 
75
72
96

301 
87/

49
16
41

106

53
30
46

129

42
19
34
93

Ì44
65 

121 
330

49
16

41
106

America- 
Canada 
U.S.A.
Other America 
Total America

18
43
43

/04

30
28
29
57

97
87 

113 
297

Pacifìc Islands

Not Slated

Total

7
38
95

140

37 
113

31 
/8I

20
53
31

104

64
204
157
425

7
38
95

140

39 
84
18 

///
28

38

4,663

67

65

546«

25

17

2,6S3

120

120

11,974
(a) A tabic providing rdstive birthplace of parti« bom in different counlri« ii available on rcqucsi.

28

38

1,663

71

76

3,410

27
45
39

11/

73 
167 
152 
392

40

28

2.053

139

142

10.126



13

TABLE 15. DIVORCES ; NUMBER OF CHILDREN, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, l»7* TO INI(>)

Number of children

0 I
or Total dis- 

more solutions
Total 

children

A ver age 
number of 

children 
(b)

Average 
number of 

children 
(c)

Ml

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

37.3
36.3
36.9
38.7
39.4
38.9

23.3
23.2
22.5
21.6
21.4
21.5

22.8
24.4
24.7
25.1
25.2
25.6

10.7
10.8
10.7
10.2
9.9

10.0

4.0

3.8
3.3
3.0
3.0

1.2

0.8
0.7
0.7

0.6 
0.5 
0.4 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3

63,230 
45,150 
40,608 
37,854
39,258 
41,412

73,645
57,878
31.599
46,130
46.836
49,616

1.2
1.3
1.3
1.2
1.2
1.2

1.9
2.0
2.0
2.0
2.0
2.0

(a) See Explanatory note*, paragraph 9, (b) All divorces. (c) Divorces involving one or more children.

TABLE It. DIVORCES ! NUMBER OF CHILDREN AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE, IMI(t)

Duration 
of marriage 
(years)

Number of children A ver age Average

2

5
6
7
8
9

10-14 
15-19
20-24 
25-29
30 and over 
Noi Slated

Total

Q ! 5
6 or Total dis- 

more solutions

------------ number of number of
Total 

children
children

(b)
children

(c)
489 

1,672 
1,800 
1.811 
1,402 
1.117

885 
710
471 

1.119
396 

1.030 
1,388 
1.837

72 
373 
655 
782 
731 
704 
648 
549 
464

1.314 
643

1.156 
632
175

2.3 
125 
180 
346 
397 
560 
675 
737
858 

3,694 
1,910

859 
198
59

16 
33
46 
80
82 
88

146 
148 
258

1,487 
1,314

359 
74
10

21 
19
27 
18
15 
24
23
52 

405 
502 
101

16

4

10 
5
6
4

I 
4 
6 
2 
I

14,127 B,SM 1M21 4,141 1431
(a) For a definition of children, sec Explanatory Notes, paragraph 9.

fl 
67 

126 
31

3

278

I 
32 
.50 
14

I

114

fb) All divorces with or without children.

606 
2,229 
2.709 
3.062 
2,637 
2.491 
2,385 
2,172 
2.115 
8.118 
4,941 
3,550 
2,312 
2.085

41,412

19! 
833

1,285 
1,913
1,880 
2.184 
2,571 
2.585 
3.223

15.322 
11.358
4.596 
1.335

340

49,414

0.3
0.4
0.5
0.6 
0.7 
0.9

1.2

1.9 
2.3

0.6 
0.2

1.6
1.5
1.4
1.5
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
2.0
2.2
2.5
1.8
1.4
1.4

2.8

(c) Divorces involving one or more children.

TABLE 17. APPLICATIONS (PETITIONS) FILED FOR DIVORCE, STATES AND TERRITORIES, 1951 TO INl(a)

Annual averages— 
1951-55 
1956-60
1961*65 
1966-70 
1971-75
1977-80(c)

Annual totals- 
1976(c) 
1977 
1978 
1979
1980
1981

N.S.W.

4.194
3,958
4.393
5.683 
9347

13.953

n.a. 
14.161 
14.343 
12,487 
14,819 
14.913

k'ic. Qld Tas. N.T. Australia

1,802 
1,706
2.318 
2,988 
5,381
9.488

(b)735 
871

¿524 
2,795 
6,288

844
786
996 

1.261 
2,005
4,086

638 
642
660
991

1.981
3,474

298 
278
306 
403 
626

Ì.I8S

25
23
49
58

126
266

36 
45

too 
181 
444

I..179

8,572
8,310
9,956

13.089
22,704 

(d>45.3l2

9,724
10,009
9,313
8,904
8,847

6.909 
6,406
5.630 
6,207
6,628

4,205 
3,932 
3,988 
4,220
4,336

3.950
3,485
3,096 
3.363
3,937

1.063
1.097
1,304
1,276
1.200

325
283
241
213
253

1,291
1.363
1.334
1,529
1.538

66.092 
41.628 
40,918
37.393 
40,531
41.652

(a) The term 'petition'was used in the old legislation, the term 'application'in the (new) Family Law Legislation 
petitions according to the Slate of lodgement cannot be made for 1976. *-------*------------ a.(d) Average for Australia includes 1976.

(b) Petitions heard. (c)A reliable distribution of



14

Inatfuctloni
1. Thia report b to be made out In

FAMILY COUBT OP AlgTKAUA - CTATISTICAL RBPOKT

ropect of ^)pltc«Uoni (be lUaolutlaa of iiMr.<.g.■ ----------ri'—"■■»«■•••■wii w luvrai^.
2. AU flelds (hould be right-jiutined with leading zaroa (e^. “4 Mudi 1908” ihow at

ihow File Identification Detaila a> a iLd)

REGISTRY ...............................
fXte bock of fiirm for Idii-Itfltrl

NMib«r □
FlUE IDENTIFICATION DETAILS

Moath

DATE AITUCATION FILED

Stx OF APTLICANT 
fUtlt I, FtmtU 2)

MiMifc
Ü
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APPENDIX B

LIST OF DIVORCE TABLES PRODUCED ANNUALLY

Table 
number Description

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
II.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16. 

»17. 
•18.

19.
20.
21.

State of Registry by sex of applicant
Month of outcome by State
Ages of husband and wife at marriage
Ages of husband and wife at date of divorce
Ages of husband and wife at final separation
Birthplace of hi sband by birthplace of wife
Marital sUtus of husband by marital status of wife (at time of marriage)
Duration of marriage by marital status of husband and wife
Age of husband at marriage by duration of marriage
Age of wife at marriage by duration of marriage
Age of husband at date of divorce by duration of marriage
Age of wife at date of divorce by duration of marriage
Duration of marriage by sex of applicant
Duration of marriage by number of children under 18
Age of youngest child by duration of marriage
Age of youngest child by number of children under 18
Age of husband at final separation by duration of cohabitation
Age of wife at final separation by duration of cohabitation
Month and year of application by month of outcome
Interval between final separation and filing of application by State
Interval between final separation and filing of application by duration of marriage

•NOTE: For (he purpose of Ihcie (abin, duration of cohabilalion it the interval between dale of marriage and dale of final separation.


