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MAIN FEATURES

Change between --

brick, brick veneer, limber or asbestos cement sheeting
as the principal material for the outer walls.

All groups index

Sydney 
Mel bourne 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart
Wcjglited average of 
six State capital cities

Oct. 78

Nov. 78

Nov. 77

Nov. 78

Items and weights
3. The index is rixeci weights index. The items
and weights were derived frtmi reported values of each

+0.2 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.7

+0.4

+6.4 
+4.3
+5.6 
+5,1

+5,0

The All groups index for the weighted average of the 
six Stale capital cities rose by 0.4% between October 
1978 and November 1978 mainly due to increased 
prices for clay bricks, cement products, ready-mixed 
concrete, paint and hardwood.

The All groups index for (he weighted avcr,ige of the 
State capital cities rose by S.3% betweensix I

material used III selected representative houses
constructed in or about 1968.69 in each State capital 
city. Facii Slate capital city has ........................., an individual weighting 
paltern which rellects ihe difference in the estimated
relative importance ol given items as between cities. In 
all cases the selection of materials was based on local
usage. The weigfiting pattern for each capital city is
applied to local price measures in calculating indexes for 
that city. The weights for groups of items are shown in
Table 2. Further details concerning the weighting 
paltern are contained in Labour Report No. 58, 1973

Further details

(Rei. No, 6,7J. The reference base of (he index
year 1966-67 = 100.0.

is the

November 1977 and November 1978 compared with a 
rise of 9.1% between November 1976 and November 
1977 and a rise of 11.9% between November 1975 
and November 1976.

explanatory notes
Introduction

This bulletin contains index numbers of the
Price Index of Materials Used in House Buildinji A
tIoi-.il«, 1 .-r .L- 1 - .1 • . . . ? 'detailed description of the index is contained in Labour
Report No, 58, 1973 (pp, 57 69), A Price Index of
Materials Used in Building Other than House BuildiiivLiieiiais oseu in Hutiaing uther than House Building is 
published in a separate bulletin (6407.0). Index numbers 
/dr the current month and the previous month are 
preliminary and sub/ect Io revision.

Scope and composition
2. The index measures changes in prices of selected
malerials used in the construction of houses. Its
composition is in accordance with the usage of materials 
in actual houses which were selected as representative 
for the purpose. The index docs not purport to represent
buildings of any kind other than houses. The hilouse
building construction types included are those which use

Prices
4. Price seiies used relate to specified standards of 
each coinniodily wilh the aim of incorporating in Ihe
index price changes for representative materials of
constant quality.

tn general the point of pricing is dclinml on
i/7c. but in some cases it has been necessary to use the 
nearest realistic price available, e.g. that for siippIM anil 
Jcxcil. The price series are obtained in all .Stale capital
cilies from representative suppliers of materials used in 
house building. In the main they are collecled as al Ihe
niid-poini of Ihe inoiilh Io which the index refers, or as 
near thereto as practicable.

As far a.s possible, actual transaction prices arc
used in the index as distinct from list prices. TIiu.s
me.isures of special or oilier discounts are sought where 
these are believed to be signlltcaiil. To Ihe cxtenl Ihal 
they can be determined, signillcanl changes in special 
discounts are incorpoialed in Ihe Index hut this may 
sometimes be on a partly csliinalcd b"sis. and may

are incorporated in the index but this

sometimes necessitate revisions.

index numbers
7. The index has been compiled for each nionlli 
Ironi July 1966, and for the linancial years fioin 
1966.67. Index numbers foi the linancial years a 
simple averages ol Iheiclcvaui monthly index mimbei•IS.
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index numbers for each State capital city and for the 
weighted average of the six capitals are given for all 

® . . ..-»•« i_ 1 __ I r„_ fiC itomtgroups combined in Table 1 and for each group of items
in Table 2. The separate city indexes measure price 
movements within each capital city individually. They
enable comparisons to be drawn between capitals as to
differences in degree of price movement from period to 
period, but not as to differences in price level.

Percentage changes
8. Tables I and 3 show price movements expressed

of percentage changes. The following examplein terms of percentage changes. Ihe tollowing exampie 
illustrates the method of calculating percentage changes,
with reference to Table 1.

Weigjited average of six Slate capital cities 
Index number as at July 1978 259.0 
Index number as al June 1978 258.5
Percentage change - 259.0

258.5
258.5 100 = +0.2%

Related publications
10. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
price index publications which are available on request:
10.

11.

Interpretation
9. In the index,interpreting movements in 

month to month, it should beparticularly those from
noted that changes frequently occur in an uneven 
fashion both over time and also, between separate 
capital cities, at the same points of time. Changes in
index numbers for individual months should not be
interpreted in isolation and without reference to changes
over longer periods.

Price index of Materials Used in Building Other 
than House Building (6407.0)
Price Index of Materials Used in Manufacturing
Industry' (6411.0)
Price Indexes of Artsde$ Produced by 
Manufacturing Industry (6412.0)
Price Index of Electrical Installation Materials 
(6409.0)
Price Indexes of Metallic Materials (6410.0)

Other ABS publications which may be of
interest include ;

Wage Rates Indexes. Preliminary (6311.0)

. Wage Rates (6312.0)
Average Weekly Earnings (6302.0)

12. All publications produced by the ABS 
listed in Catalogue of Publications (1101.0) which is
12. are

available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages
figures subject to revision.p preliminary

r figures revised since previous issue.
nil or less than half the final digit shown.

P, N. ATCHERLEY
Acting Australian Statistician

n



3

TABLE 1. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN HOUSE BUILDING ALL GROUPS

Sydney Melbourne Brisbane A delaide Penh Hoban

Weighted 
average of 
six Stale 

capital cities

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each Index : Year 1966-67 = 100.Oj

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

211.1
234.5
254.0

200.1
223.6
238.6

218.5
243.5
265.1

222.5
250.7
270.7

201.9
229.8
253.4

209.2
235.1
256.7

208.1
232.9
252.0

1977-78 
October 
November 
December

January 
i'ebruary 
March 
April 
May

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October p
November p

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1977-78 
October 
November 
December

January 
Eebruary 
March

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October p
November p

1977-78
October 
Novenrber
December

January 
lebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

251.2
251.3
252.7

253.8
255.7
256.6
259.8
260.9
261.9

263.0
264.5
265.4
266.7
267.3

+ 11.5

+ 8..3

+ 10.1
+ 9.2
+ 9.0

+ 7.5
+ 6.5
+ 6.0

+ 8.2
+ 7.2

+ 6.4
+ 6.8
+ 6.3
+ 6.2
+ 6.4

+ 0.6

+ 0.6

+ 0.4
+ 0.7
+ 0.4

+ 0.4
+ 0.4

+ 0.4
+ 0.6
+ 0.3
+ 0.5
+ 0.2

235.7
236.8
237.8

238.6
240.4
241.6
242.6
243.1
243.7

243.3
244.4
244.9
246.1
247.0

%

+ 12.2
+ 1 1.7
+ 6.7

+ 7.7
+ 7.9
+ 7.3

+ 6.2 
+ 5.« 
+ 5.8 
+ 5.2 
+ 5.4 
+ 5.1

+ 4
+ 4 
+ 4

2

+ 4.4
+ 4

+ 0.3
+ 0.5
+ 0.4

+ 0.3
+ 0.8
+ 0.5
+ 0.4
+ 0.2
+ 0.2

0.2
+ 0.5
+ 0.2
+ 0.5
+ 0.4

261.5
262.0
263.5

265.0
268.6
269.1
270.3
271.3
272.0

273.7
274.6
275.1
275.2
276.6

268.3
268.5
269.8

251.4
252.4
252.9

254.4
255.3
256.1

249.2
249.8
251.0

270.9
272.0
273.3
274.3
276.9
278.1

280.3
279.7
279.7
280.6
282.1

PERCENTAGE C HANGES

% %

Chanfic from previous year

+ 16.8
+ l 1.4
+ 8.9

+ 13.9

+ 8.0

253.6
254.5
257.2
257.5
257.9
259.0

258.6
260.0
261.8
262.9
264.7

7<.

+ 17,1 
+13.8 
+ 10.3

Chanye from corresponding tnonih of previous year

+ 10.0
+ 9.0
+ 9.3

+ 9.5 
+ 8.1 
+ 7.8 
+ 7.6 
+ 8.0

+ 6.2

+ 5.6
+ 5.2
+ 5.6

+ 9.4
+ 9.0
+ 8.9

+ 8.3
+ 6.9
+ 6.7

+ 6.5
+ 6.8

+ 6.7 
+ 5.0 
+ 4.8 
+ 4.6
+ 5.1

+ 10.7
+ 10.2
+ 8.4
+ 8.3
+ 8.1

+ 5.4 
+ 4.4 
+ 4.9 
+ 4.6 
+ 4.9

Change from previous month

+ 0.4
+ 0.2
+ 0.6

+ 0.6
+ 1.4
+ 0.2
+ 0.4
+ 0.4
+ 0.3

+ 0.6
+ 0.3
+ 0.2

+ 0.5

+ 0.5
+ 0.1
+ 0.5

+ 08
+ 0.4
+ 0.2

+ 0.4
+ 0.4
+ 0.5
+ 0.4
+ 0.9
+ 0.4

+ 0.8
-• 0.2

+ 0.3
+ Û.5

+ 0.3
+ 0.4

+ 0.1
+ 0.2
+ 0.4

0.2
+ 0.5
+ 0.7
+ 0.4
+ 0.7

256.7
258.0
260.9
261.3
262.2
263.2

251.9
253.7
255.1
256.7
257.6
258.5

264.0
265.4
265.5
266.1
268.0

259.0
260.2
260.9
262.0
263.0

7c 7c

+ 16.8
+ 12.4
+ 9.2

+ 10.2
+ 10.2
+ 9.4

+ 9.0

+ 8.8
+ 8.5
+ 8.7
+ 7.8

+ 6.3

+ 5.1
+ 4.6
+ 5.0

+ 0.7
+ 0.4
+ 0.3

+ 0.2 
+ 05 
+ l.l 
+ 0..’ 
+ 0.3 
+ 0.4

+ 0.3
+ 0.5

+ 0.2
+ 0.7

+ 13.5

+ 8.2

+ 9.5
+ 9.1
+ 8.9

+ 7.9
+ 7.1
+ 6.6
+ 6.7
+ 7.2
+ 6.6

+ 5

+ 0.5
+ 0.2
+ 0.5

+ 0.4
+ 0.7
+ 0.6
+ 0.6
+ 0.4
+ 0.3

+ 0.2
+ 0.5
+ 0.3
+ 0.4
+ 0.4



TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MAI r.KlALS USED IN HOUSE BUILDINC, - (iROUP INDEX NUMBERS
(Base of each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

Concrete mix, 
cement and Cement 

products
Clay bricks, 

tiles, etc-
Timber, board 

and ioiiiery
Steel 

products
Other luetal 

proiJui ts

Plumbing 
fi.x tu res, 

etc

¡•Electrical 
installation 
materials

In.stalled 
appliancc.s

Plaster 
and plaster .Miscellaneous
producís materials All groups

SYDNI-'Y

Value weight /a) 5.247c 7. 097, 14.34‘H 38.23’". 4.897c 7. 25^^' 1.537 4.437 5.577 7.487 100 00%

197S-76 
1976-77 
1977-78

216.5
239.7
261.9

226.4

272.3

200-8
224.2
241.2

228.5
255.0
276.0

225.8
258.4
285.2

1 89.2
209.6
222.9

208-8
228-5
248.1

1 85.2
204.5
220.0

177.1
195.6
2115

171.6
1 83.9
197.9

190.5
209.1
230.8

211.1
234.5
254.0

1977-78
October 
November
December

265.4
260.8
260.8

271.0
271.4
271.7

239.6
239.8
241.1

272.7
273.0
273.7

279.5
281.4
287.5

220.7
220.4
220.2

244.7
245.2
249.2

216.1
219.4
222.1

209.3
209.5
21 1.2

195.6
195-7
197.2

222.8
223.3
227.2

251.2
251.3
252.7

January 
February 
Maich 
.April

263.1
265.0
267.1
268.1
269.7
272.0

272.8
273.3
273.3
276.6
275.5
275.9

242.4
242.4
242.6
247.9
248.8
248.8

273.9
275.9
277.4
281.8
283.5
283.9

288 0
289.3
289.9
291.3
292.4
294.1

2 2 3.6
224.2 
224 4
228.7
229.5

250.2
251.4
251.8
252.4
252.4
252.4

223.6
222.8
2 21.4
222.9
226.0
229.9

211.2
214.1
214.9
214.9
217.2
217.8

199.5
199.5
201.7
201.7
201.7
203.7

228.3
238.9
239.3
240.1
240.9
243.8

253.8
255.7
256.6
259.8
260.9
261 .9

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

276.1
274.9
277.9
278.9
279.3

276.3
278.5
283.5
284.1
285.6

249.4
249.4
249.4
252.0
253.0

284.7
286.8
287.9
289.3
289.4

296.6
298.3
300.2

r30l.4
302.6

23 1.5
233.4
236.1
236.9
2 38.8

252.9
2 52.9
233.2
237.0
237.0

23Ü.0
232.4
2 3 3.6
238.1
239.0

217.8
223.4
224.0
224.0
224.0

203.7
203.7
206.3
206.3
206.3

247.3
249.7
252.0 

r253.1
253.7

263.0
264.5
265.4
266.7
267.3

Ml-.LBOURNF

Value weigh! (a) 4.637c 8.557,. IU.487c 3 7. 787 5.587 3.347c ¡.667c 6.877„ 7.197c 7.457a 100.007c

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

I 89.4

232.0

241.1
279.1
303.4

192.3
209.4
223.7

207.3
233.5
247.2

231.9
269.4
295.8

1 85.4
206.2
219.9

204-6
218.7
221.7

181.0
200.3
213.8

1 66.8
181.9
195.4

168.1
175.8
187.7

186.7
208.2
221.4

200.1
223-6
238-6

1977-78
October 
November 
December

227.5
230.3
230.6

298.1
301.1
301.1

220.7
222.5
223.0

24S.I
245.3
245.9

291.4
294.1
297.4

215.8
217.5
219.4

219.5
220.5
223.4

207.5
215.6
215.3

194.1
193.5
194.5

185.0
185.0
187.3

219.3
219.5
221.0

235.7
236.8
237.8

January 
February 
March

236.0
2 36.6
236.6
237.8 
2 3 8.2
237.8

1978-79
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

226.9
221.9
219.3
22 5.4
234.5

301.7
305.8
307.4
31 1.9 
312.3 
312.9

31 3.4 
313.8 
319.5 
321.6 
32] .9

223.1 
226-2
226.2
229.0
229.0
229.0

229.0
229.3
229.3
238.3
239.9

246.8
248.5
249.8
249.9
250.1
250.1

250.1
251.4
251.2
250.7
250.7

297.8
298.4
299.9
301.2
303.3
306.4

308.0
309.3
310 0
310.7
310.7

219.8
221.5
222.7
224.4
225.8
227.6

227.6
232.9
233.5
2 34.1
234.2

223.4
223.6
224.5
224.9 
225.1
224.9

225-4
225.4
222.9
217.4
217.4

217.7
216.6
217.9
218.2
217.5
219.8

220.9
225.4
225.6
231.1
232.2

193.8
196.3
198.2
198.0
200.1
201.8

201.9
201.0
201.3
201.5
202.9

I 88.8 
189.0 
191.6 
191.6 
191.6 
193.0

193.0
193.1
195.6
195.7
195.7

221.4
222.5
223.1
224.3
224.1
223.6

224.0
227.5
228.4
228.4
229.8

238.6
240.4
241.6
242.6
243.1
243.7

243.3
244.4
244.9 
246.1
247.0

For fuolnole see page 7.



I .ABLE 2. PRICE-. I.SbcX OF M.ATI KlAE-S USED IN IIOUSI BUil.DING - C.ROUI’ INDl-X Nl’MHERS - continued
(Ba,scofeaeh index : Year 1966-67= 100.0)

► altie v.vighi ¡a

1975-76
1976-77
1977-7K

1977-78
October 
Ncivemher 
r^ecem ber

January 
1- ebruars
M a rc h

May

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

Inaine wi'ight (a)

1975-76 
1976-77 
1977-7 8

1977-78
October 
Novem her 
December

J.muary
I- ebruary 
March

1978-79 
July- 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

Concrete nti.\. 
I cmeniand

5 114':

195.6
2 ! 2.8

226.6
227.8

229 1
232.7
232.7
232.9
235.9
236.0

236.9
239,6
239.6
239.8
240.6

/i. 15%

193.2
218.3
245.5

241.8
24 3.2
243.9

244.6
252.6
255.7
255.7
253.2
150.8

242.0
236.7
227.8
224.3
226.5

pradtters

!l) 44

2 09 3
237.9
260.3

2h0.9
262-2
262.4

265.4
266.5
268.5
276.3 
iiy.b
280.3

279.5
279.6
279.6
279.6
284.0

6.98%

237.4
272.9
303.0

300.8
301.3
301.3

301 .9 
305.4
310 9 
3 11.3 
310.4 
3 10.6

310.9 
3 I 0.9 
310.9 
31 1.8
322.6

Clay hneki. 
nie a. eti

■I

206.1
230.9
244.1

242.0
242.0
242.(1

244 7
246.1
246.4
246.4
247.5
247.5

248.9
251.7
251.9
255.5
259.4

I4.fi5‘l

209.1
229.3
251.0

246.6
246.6
246.6

253.8
254.2
255.4
2 56.6
258.7
259.4

270.7
270.7
270.8
270.8
270.8

Tindier, bnard 
and p'inery

J5 jy

2t,4 t

325.5

319.8
320.0
32 2 I

323 4
332.1
332.5
33 3.2
333.5

335.5

335 4
335.5
335.6

255.9
292 I
314.2

312.5
312.3
3 14 2

3 1 ^9
314.8

322.1
323.4

325.1
324.7 
325.1
328.4
3 2 9.3

Steel 
proilin ts

’ >lher metal 
fi-udncti

8 (i.v:

226.1
260.6
282.4

279.9
282.7
284 6

284 7
284.6
284.0
2 85.0
286.4
289-6

290.«

292.8
293.2
293.4

S. I 7' .

194.3
2 4
236.8

237.0
237.8
237.4

238.6
239.5
239.4
240.0
2 40.0
240.2

24 1.0
241.8
244.3
245.0
245.6

ADl-.LAiDt

6.6 7^, 7. 24",

/'hint hint!

.< 50%

202 .o
223.4
234.2

231.2
235.5

235.5
237.1
237.1
237.,3
236.0
236.0

2.>6.U
236.4
236.4
221.3
221 .3

.1. 42%

232.5
264.1
2 84 2

279.2
283.4
286.8

287.0
287.3
287.5
287.9
288.3
29 1.9

292.9
293-4
293.4
295.2
295-6

1 88.2
210.5
212.0

213-9
208.8
209..3

208.7
209.1
208.9
209.9
213.5
2 18.6

2 18.1
218.3
218.9
220.0
220.9

I-(if foolnute see page 7.

207. 1
225.-3
237.3

2 34,9
235.7
239.7

239.7
239.7
239.7
239.7 
240. 1
240.1

240-1
237.4
238.3
229.6
229.8

l-'ieetrieal 
in.'irallatioii 
materials

1.81'::

187.0
204.7
219.2

216.2
218.6
221.0

22 1.7
221.6
220.1
222.3
230,1
231,9

232.6
233.5
235.3
239.0
2.38.8

174.6
186.6
203.7

200.1
203.4
204.9

205-9
205.3
205.7
207.4
21 1.2
213 3

216.0 
r2l7.l 
r220.7
220.6

Inatailed 
apphancea

4.2ö".

145.4
159.6
1 58.3

1 57 4
1 57.3
1 57.0

1 58.2
I 59.9
1 59.9
1 58.7
1 59.0
1 58.4

1615 
I 61 .8 
1 62.6 
1 62.6
1 63.3

4. 20%

1 69.2
I 90.6
204.4

201.5
202.5
204 3

204.3
206.3 
206 3
207.4 
208 5
209.9

Plaaier
and plaster .Uisct'llanef/u.a
proiiucts materials .1II firmips

5.IIV ¡00oor

166.8
174.4
185.5

182.1
Ì82.I
188.4

188.4
188.5
187.5
187.5
188.9
190.6

191.4 
195.5 
196.9 
197 1 
202 9

4.1Q’!',

178.4
188.S
201.7

198.7
198.7
200.7

202.6
202.6
206.0
206.0
206.0
209.3

209.3
209..3
214.0
214.0
214.0

166.1
1 78.9
1 96.2

193.9 
194.2
195. I

197.0
197.2
198.9
199.5
199.7
200.4

208-4
208.8
210.6
210.7
212.3

7.42%

203.0
229.5
248.4

246.6
246.9
248.0

248.9
249.6
248.5
250.4
250.4
251.1

257.2
257.3
259.9
259.9
261.4

218.5
243 5
265 1

261 5
262.0
263.5

265-0 
268-6
269.1 
270.3
271.3 
272.0

273.7
274.6
275.1
275.2
276.6

¡00.00'^,

222.5
250.7
270.7

268. .3
268.5
269.8

270.9
272.0
273.3
274 3
276.9
278.1

2&Q.3
27^.7
27’i.7
280.6
282.1



TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN HOUSE BUILLING - GROUP INDEX NUMBERS - mniinued
______ ____________ (Base of each index : Year 1966-6’= 100.0)

Value weight (a)

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1977-78 
October 
November 
December

January
February 
March

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

Fo/ue weight (aj

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1977-78 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

1978-79
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

Concrete mi.t. 
cement and

7.94%

174.8
197.6
219.8

218.2
221.2
221.3

221.3
221.3
221.3
222.4
224.8
226.2

226.2
224.9
225.1
224.9
228.1

7.257r

184.9
205.0
219.5

215.6
2 15.6
219.6

219.6
221.8
221.6
222.8
227.4
227.5

229.0
229.4
229.5
229.5
229.5

Cement 
products

S. 14%

214.6
248.3
280.8

277.7
278.0
278.7

280.6
280.8
286.0
286.1
286.1
286.9

286.9 
286.9
287.5 
287.S 
294.8

7.017c

205.9
231.6
253.0

253.7
254.3
2 54.6

254.8
2 54.8 
254.8 
254.8 
256.2 
256.5

256.8
275.0
275.0
275.0
275.7

Clay bricks, 
riles, etc.

/6.44%

223.4
251.8
274.9

273.8
274.7
274.7

275.4 
275.9
279.2 
2 80.1
280.1
281.8

281.8
281.8
281.8
286.7
287.1

to. 147c

244.0
272.1
306.4

304.^
30 7.t
307.4

309..3
309.3

313.4
31 3.4
318 7

31 8.7 
318.7
3 I 8.7 
319.3 
327.9

Timber, board 
and ioinery

29.60%

212.9
240.9
269.0

266.7
267.9
268.1

268.1
269.2
273.6
273.7
273.7
273.7

272.2
275.8
280.1
280.1
281.4

38.157c

226.6
257.1

2 80.0
280.1
280.2

2rf0.4
282.2
287.7
287.8
287.9
287.9

288.0
287.9
287.9
288.9
290.7

Steel 
products

6. (? 7%.

232.6
263.1
286.1

285.3
285.1
286.6

287.9
288.4
288.4
288.4
288.4
29 1 .2

292.0
296..3
295.2
296.0
296.4

7.497e

254.7
279.2

275.4
28 I .0
281.8

282.5
283.4
284.2
283.4
283.7
285.3

287.9 
289.5
289 5
292.1
2 9 2.3

Ofht'r metal 
products

PLKTH

I 79.9 
197.5 
205.4

204.7
205.2
205.4

205.8
205.8
206.6
208.1
208 1
210.9

209.5
2 I 1.2 
212.1 
212.7
2 13..3

HObART

/. 937c

I 81.8 
201.4 
2 18.4

216.8
216.8
219.5

220.0
220.4
220.9
22 1.5
222.9
222.7

223.5
223.9
224.4
224.4
225.2

hor foninole .see page 7.

Plionbing

4.59%

181.5
224.5
25 1.4

246.0
247.7
251.5

254.7
257.1
257.1
257.1
257.1
257.1

257.1
257.1
257.9
256.9
255.0

2. 747c

202.2
228.2
247.4

245.2
245.6
248.2

250.1
250.1
251.4
251.9
252.4
252.4

253.2
253.2 
255.1
252.6
252.6

Electrical 
installation 
materials

1. 76%

187.1
204.0
2 I 3.8

2 I 1.0
21. 5
215 5

216.9
216.9
21 5.5 
219.
222 J

223.7
225.4
230.9
231.5

l.6I7c

1 74.6
191.8
201.2

199.2
200.9
201.5

203.1
202.7
200.9
204.3
206.7
209.3

210.4
2 I
2 ! 6
2 I 3.4

6

Installed 
appliances

4.l2%f

159.5
172.4
176.7

175.3
175.7
175.6

176.5
178.6
177.9
177.6
177.4
180.5

180.5
181.0
181.0
182.7
182.9

6. 987c

136 9
148.0
154.9

152.6
152.6
153.6

154.3
155.8
156.1
156.1
159.2
159.,3

159.5
159.5
159.6
159.6
159.6

Plaster 
and plaster Miscellaneous
products materials .4II groups

4.0!%,

147.7
170.5
185.8

t84.9 
1 84.9 
I 84.9

1 84 9 
187.6 
I 88.3 
1 88.7 
i 89.0 
1 89.0

1 89.5
189.5
190.4
194.6
194.6

4. 99%

I 88.3 
202.2 
2 1 8.2

215.9
215.9
217.2

2 1 7.2
2 17.2
219.4 
223-6
223.6
22 5-0

225 0 
225.0 
227.1 
227.4 
227.4

9.647c

194.0
230.8
259.8

258.0
258.3
258.9

259.5
261.5
265.1
265.6
265.6 
2'^6.8

267.0
268.1
270.9
270.9
275.3

5. 717c

204.8
234.0
250-8

247.0
247.2
248.2

249.8
254.2
255.7
257.4
258.5
259.3

264.5
265.8
265.1
265.3
266.6

100.007c

201.9
229.8
2S3.4

251.4
252.4
252.9

253.6
254.5
257.2
257.5
257.9
259.0

258.6
260.0
261.8
262.9
264.7

¡00.00%

209.2
235.1
2 56.7

254.4
255.3
256.1

256.7
258.0
260.9
261.3
262.2
263.2

264.0
265.4
265.5
266.1
268.0



TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OE MATERIALS USED IN HOUSE BUILDING
rn r ¿ 'u--------------GROUP INDEX NUMBERS - «wwmí’í/(Base of each index : >ear 1966-67 = 100,0)

U<7/u<’ weight fa)

1975-76 
1976-77 
1977-78

1977-78
October 
November 
December
January 
February 
March

May

1978-79
July 
August 
September 
October p 
November p

i'alue weight (%) fa)

1977-78

1978-79
July
August 
September
October p 
November p

1977-78

1978-79
July
August 
September
October p 
November p

Concrete mix. 
cement and Cement

produets
Clay bricks, 

tiles, etc.
Timber, hoard 

and joinery
Steel 

products
Other metal 

products

Plumbing 
fixtures, 

etc.

Electrical 
installation 
materials

5.75%

195.1
217.8
239.0

237.7
237.9
238 3

240.5
242.5
243.5
244.4
245.7
246.3

243.9
241,7
240,9
242,3
245.7

Concrete mix, 
cement and

5.72%

+ 10.1

+4.5
+3.7

+0.2

-1.0
-0.9
-0.3 
+0.6

8J0%

227.0
258.9
284.6

281.0
282,4
282.6
283.9
285.8
287.9
291.5
291.8
292.4

292.4
293.6
296.9
297.8
300.9

12.85%
________wi IGHTliP AVF.RAGi: Ol SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

Installed 
appliances

and plaster Miscellan. ous
products materials AU groups

26.16% 5.86% 7.20% 2. 74%

205.1
227.8
245.8

243.6
244.3
244.9

246.6
247.5
248.4

251.9
252-4

253.8
254,1
254.1
258.6
259.9

1.62%

226,2
254.1
275.0

229.3
263.2
287.7

187.1
207,9 
22Ü.1

201.5
224.3
239.1

183.5
201.8
215.5

5.12% 5.64% 7.96% 100.0()%>

165.9
181.9
193.3

167.7
178.8
191.8

187.9
210.7
230.4

208.1
232.9
252.0

272,1
272,4
273,2

273.7 
276-1
277.9
279.5
280.7
281.0

281.4
283.1
283.8
284.4
284.7

283.8
286.1
289.5

290.0
290.7
291.2

293.3
296.0

297.7
299.5
300.1
300.9
301.5

218.3
218.5
218.9

220.4
221.2
221.7
223.9
224.9
226.8

226.8 
229.3
230.8 
231 6
232.5

236.0 
236.7
240 3
241..3 
242.4
242.8
243.1
243.1
24,3.0

243.4
243.2
236.2
233.4
233.2

TABLE 3. PRICE ÍNDEX Ol MATERIALS USED IN HOUSE RUII DING - PI RC 
______ WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

Cement 
products

8.10%

+8.3

+5.8 
+5.3
+6.1
+6.0
+6.6

+0.2

+0.4
+ 1.1
+0.3
+ 1.0

Clay bricks, 
tiles, etc.

Timber, hoard 
and joinery

Steel 
products

12.85% 26.16% 5.86%

+4.9

Other metal 
products

7.20%,.

+7,0 
+6.4 
+5.0 
+6.2 
+6.4

+4.3 
+4.2

+4.5 
+4.5

+0.2

+0.6
+0.1

+ 1.8
+0.5

+0.1

+0.1
+0.6
+0.2
+0.2
+0.1

21 1.0 
215.5 
217.1

219.U 
218.1 
217.9 
218.8
221.4
224.3

224.5
227.4
228.5
233.2
233.9

191.6
191,6
192,5

192.5
194.8
195.7
195.6
197.4
198.6

199.1
200.3 
200 8
201.1
201.8

- PERCENTAGE CHANGES -

Plumbing 
fixtures, 

etc.

Electrical 
installation 
materials

/nsialled 
appliances

2. 74%, 1.62% 5.12%,

Change from corresponding month of previous vear

+8.4 +6.0 +7.8 +6 9

+7.7 
+6.8
+6.2 
+6.0
+5.4

+0.9

+0.6 
+0.6 
+0.2 
+0.3
+0.2

(a) Coniposition and weighting paltern as at reference ba.se year; sec paragraph 3.

+5.0
+6.6

+4.7
+4.0
+0.7

+6.1 -I.I
+6.4 1.5

Chang'^ from previous month

+7.9
+9.6 

+ 10.5 
+ 10.5

+8.5

+5.4 
+6 I 
+5.1 
+5.0 
+5..3

+0.8

+0.7
+0.3
+0,4

+0.2
-0.1
-2.9

-0.1

+0. I

+0
1

+0.3

+0.6

+0.3 
+0.6 
+0.2 
+0.1
+0.3

189.4
189.4 
I9I.5

193.0 
193.4
195.3
195.4
195.6
197.1

197.3
197.8
200.1
200.6
201.3

Plaster 
and plaster 

products

5.64%,

->8.2

+6.1 
+6.2 
+5.8 
+5.9 
+6.3

+0.8

+0.1
+0.3

+0.2
+0.3

226.7
227.0
228.8

229.7
233.8
234.9
235.8
236.1
•»37.1

239.9 
242.0
243.9 
244 3 
24h.O

.Miscellaneous 
m, terials

7.96%,

+7.6

+7.4 
+8.1 
+7.8 
+8.4

+0.4

+0.9 
+0.8 
+0.2 
+0.7

249.2
249.8
251.0

251.9
253.7
255.1
256-7
257.6
258.5

259.0
260.2
260,9
262.0
263.0

All groups

100.00%,

+6.6

+5.6 
+5,3 
+5.2 
+5.1 
+5.3

+0.3

+0.2 
+0.5 
+0.3 
+0.4
+0.4




