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THE "C" SERIES RETAIL PRICE IHDEX 

MARCH quarter, I960

iF

r 1. Partioulara concerning variations in retail prices as measured by the ■
"C" Serios Ketail Price Index for thirty principal oities and towns of Australia and 
three "special" towns are given herein. ' 
of six oapital cities in 1923-27 ■ 1,000.

The base of the index is 1 Weighted average

2. Compared with the previous quarter, the Index for March Quarter, i960
increased by 0.99^ for tho weighted average of the six capital oities and by O.89C in 

i «
the thirty towns combined. Changes in individual oities were:- Sydney +0.93^,
Melbourne +O.63C, Brisbane *O.69(, Adelaide +1.83^, Perth +1.63(, Hobart +0.73^.

The weighted average index of the five towns for eaoh State, for March 
Quarter, compared with the previous quarter, showed the following changes i- 
New South Wales +0.93^, Victoria +0.696, Queensland +0.6%, South Australia +1.836, 
Western Australia +1.536, Tasmania +O.536.

ä

3. The « movements in average q.uart.er.ly prices affecting the ”C’* Series

■
ti

retail price index numbers for the capital oities from December Quarter, 1959 to 
j| Mcroh Quarter, i960 wore 1-

■

1
I
I

In tho food and grooeries group, prices of meat rose in four 
In two of these the inoreases were substantial.capital oitiese

Eggs increased in price in all capitals, and broad increased in 
five. The food and groceries group of tho index (average of six 

an overall qia-rterly Inorease of 1.6%,oapital oities) showed - -------- „ -
including potatoee and onions, and of. 1.9^ excluding potatoes and

oni one.

Tho index of prices of tho olothlng group for tho six oapital 
oities Was practically luiohanged, tho quarterly inorease being 

0.296.

The index of prices 
increase of 0.2^.

for the mieoellaneous group also showed an

eaoh of tho capitalHents in the index showed increases in 
oities. The weighted average Increase in the rent group fo 
the six capital cities was 1.1^.

The weighted average

of potatoes and onions natorially 
An All Groups Index which4. Seasonal fluctuations in prices

affect tho movement of the Aggregate All Groups Index. -
excludes tho effects of price changes of potatoes and
and 4 hereof in comparison with the Aggregate 
customary manner.

920
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2.

5. A comparative ar.alyale of the
Index is provided hereunder

moTeirentB of the "C" Series Retail Prl oe

,4 Jar ter

Exclud­
ing 

Potatoes 
and 

Onions 
(a)

.‘4
1956-March 

June 
Sept. 
Dec.

1957-March 
June 
Sept. 
Dec.

1958-Maioh 
Juns 
Sept. 
Dec.

1559-March 
June 
Sept. 
Dec.

1960.-March

2,461
2,501
2,559
2,578
2,602
2,611
2,628
2,630
2,677
2
2.671
2,682
2,682
2,696
2,719
2,754
2,779

Í

1956-March 
June 
Sept. 
Dec.

195'-March 
June 
Sept, 
Dec.

1958-March 
June 
Sept. 
Deo.

■ '■39-March 
June 
Sept. 
Deo.

1960-Mareh

2,369
2,413
2,426
2.424
2,434
2,466
2,492
2,473
2,472
2,537
2,577
2,593
2,605
2,632
2,672
2,689
2,749

Cumulative 
Movement 

due to 
Potatoes 

and 
Onions 
_____ ia)  
SrPHEY 

♦ 29 
+ 55 
+ 106 
+ 46 

+_2
* 7 
- 6
- 'll 
- 12 
- 15 
- 17 
- 9

1 
- 6
- 8 
- 10 
- 11

ADELAIDE 
+ 19 
+ 39 
+ 100 
+ 73 

2 
♦ 4
- 7
- 8
- 6
- 15 
- 14 

2 
♦ 4

- 1 
1

- 10___

"C" Series Index Points
T

Aggre­
gate 
All

Groiips

2,490 
2,556 
2,665 
2,624 
2,604
2,618 I 

2,622 
2,613 
2,665 
2,661 
2,654 
2,673 
2,681 
2,690 
2,711 
2,744 
2,768 !

Quarter

1955 - September 
December

1956 - Maroh 
June 
September 
December

'957 - Maroh 
June 
September 
December

1958 - March 
J uno 
September 
December

'959 - March 
June 
September
Hecemher

Exclud- 
ir« 

Potatoes 
and

Onions

2,447
2,497
2,506
2,519
2,536
2,558
2,567
2,559
2,566
2,581
2,597
2,634
2,648
2,678
2,700
2,729
2,752 I

Cumulative 
Movement 

due to 
Potatoes 

and 
Onions

MELBOURNE 
* 34 
+ 58 
+ 122 
+ 84 
+ 10 
+ 15 
+ 1
+ 1
- 2
~ 7
- 9

1 
+ 14 
+ 6 
4. 6

Aggre­
gate 
All

Groiq»

2,481 
2,555 
2,628
2,603 
2,546
2,573 
2,568 
2,560 
2,564 
2,574 
2,588 
2,635
2,662 
2,684 
2,706

Exclud­
ing 

Potaxoes 
and

Onions 
(a)

Cumulative 
Movement 

due to 
Potatoes 

and 
Onions iaL,J

Aggre­
gate 
All

Groups

2,388 
2,452
2,526
2,497 
2,432 
2,470
2,485 
2.465
2,466
2,522 
2,563
2,591 
2,609
2,625
2,665 
2,690 
2,739

2,612 [ 
2,646
2,671 I
2,681 I 
2,'08 i

PERTH

9 I 2,738
3 J 2>755 '

2,234 
2,263
2,287 
2,305 
2,330 
2,349 
2,362 
2,402 
2,432 
2,492 
2,508 
2,547 
2,562 
2,575 
2,613 
2,644
2,657

2î6Ô5T 2,569

2,746
2,741
2,706
2,718
2,753
2,764
2,758
2,771
2,801
2,821
2,821
2,869

9 
9
6
4 
5
1
6 
6
6 
3
1
2
9 
3

2,646 |i 2,616 
2,680 Ii 2,645 
2,690 i 2,659 
2.7 la 2.6812,714
2,750
2,746

2,685
2,704
2,699

BBISBAHE 
+ 26 
* 36
* 83
+ 30 
- 9
- 12 
- 19
- 31 
- 21
- 30 
- 24
- 22 
- 12 
- 23 
- 18 
- 29
- 27 

HOBAHT
+ 29 
+ 23 
♦ 58 
♦ 53
+ 3

2,260 
2,299
2,370 
2,335 
2,321 
2,337
2,343 
2,371
2,411 
2,462 
2,484 
2,525
2,550 
2,552 
2,595 
2,615
2,630

2,707 2,707
2,712 
2,747
2,758 
2,755
2,770 
2,803 
2,630 
2,824 
2,86 9

WEIGHTED AVERAGE Of SIX CAPITAL CITIES
I

2,716 
2,735
2,755 
2,786
2,793 
2,797 
2,825
2,851 
2,869

18
23

9
23
26
21

2
10
6
5
4

I 2,598
I 2,639

2,703
2,712
2,688
2,707
2,681
2,684
2,707
2,712
2,727
2,767
2,795
2,787
2,819
2,846
2,865

Excluding Potatoes 
and Onions (a)

2,394 
2,4'3 
2,437 
2,480 
2,5"
2,526 
2,547 
2,565 
2,578 
2,576
2,601 
2,620 
2,630 
2,652 
2,660
2,681 
2,707 
2,735

Cumulative Movement 
dije to Potatoes 

____ and Onions (a) 

+ 17 
+ 22 
+ 28 
♦ 48 
+ 101 
♦ 57

3 
7
4 

11
9

13 
14
6
3
4
3
3

Uggregate 
Ail Groups

2,411 
2,435
2,465 
2,528
2,612 
2,583
2,550 
2,572 
2,574 
2,565 
2,592 
2,607 
2,616
2,646 
2,663
2,677 
2,704

from ('and InrfS Sept. Qtr., 1955^ T^j'^enotee in'cTease, (¿i
2,732
2,756_________
(-) decrease



6,
are shown hereunder t-

3.

Comparative average retail prioee of potatoes for the
Bii capital cities

ATERAGE retail PRICES OP POTATOES 

Pence per 7 lbs.

Period Sydney Kei bourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart

March
It
I,

11

June 
September 
December 
March 
June 
September 
December 
March

Quarter,
H 

tt 
M 
M 
« 

It 
»1 
H 

M 
ft 
tt 
H

1954
1955
1956
1957
1958

1959

M 

n

I960

40 
38 
66
47
37 
35
34 
40 
46
40 
35
37 
36

31
27
59
41
33
29
28
37
47
40
35
39
36

52 
44
71
45
40
32
39
41
49
38
38
35
34

30
29 
46
30 
28
22
23
34 
38
28
24
31
27

29
28
31
44
35
35
35
38
39
41
41
40
40

35
43 
67
52 
43
32 
28
35
53
43
42 
44
47

Weighted 
Average of 

Six Capitals

37 
34 
60
43 
35 
31
31 
38 
45 
39 
35 
37 
35

n 
« 
«

I

7. 
components,

The "C" Series Retail Price Index is based on pre-war weights and 
It is compiled without significant change in the principles and procedures

followed in pre-war years, 
published by this Bureau.

These are set out in "Labour Report" Ho. 41 (1952)

8. In March, 1954, an Interim Retail Price Index (1952-53 base year « 100,0)
was instituted with poet-war weights and components. This index is described In
"Labour Report" Ho, 46 (1958), It is publlehed quarterly in a separate Bulletin,

9. Tribunals and other authorities ooncerned with wage adjustment and other
purposes decide In the light of their own requirements what price index (if any) is 
relevant to their purposes and how it shall be applied. The Statistician’s function 
Is to supply Indexes, and information thereon, as required by those authorities. 
The Statistioian expresses no view as to the merits or demerits of the use of price 
indexes in this connection.

J

10, The rental component used in these retail price indexes has been continued
on the basis described on pages 2 and 10 of "Labour Report" Ho, 41 (l952). Data of the 
Census of 1954 and subsequent surveys show that in all cities the numbers of houses 
privately rented have dlmlnlBhad substantially and that rents of the residual houses 
(alone) are no longer sufficiently representative as the housing component of the
retail price indexes. In the annual "Labour Report" the "C" Series Retail Prioe Index
Is published inclusive and exclusive of rents. It is not proposed to reconstruct the
"C" Series Retail Prioe Index, except at the instance of an industrial tribunal 
other authority concerned.

or

4
This dociusent Is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and 
contains statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated 
by the Commonwealth Statistioian pursuant to the Census and 
Statistics Act 1905-1949.

COMIOHTEALTH BÜRSAO OP CEH30S AHL STATISTICS

-CAHBERRA , A .C .T. PPHI) APRIL, i960

ILV

S,H. CARVER 
COMMOHWEALTH STATISTICIAH

9^
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"C" SERIES RETAIL PRICE INDEX FOR QUARTER ENDED MARCH, i960 

Food, Grooerlee, Rents, Clothing and Miscellaneoua Household Expenditure 

(BASE I Weighted average of six capital cities in ¡923-27 - 1,000)

1, individual TOWNS

Aggregate - All Groups illl GroiçB EXCLUDING price move-

Town
March 
Qtr,

}

SEW SOUTH WALES 
Sydney 
Newcastle 
Broken Hill 
Goulburn 
Bathurst 

five towns (a) 

VICTORIA 
telDcurne 
Ballarat 
Bendigo 
Geelong 
Warmambool 

FIVE TOWNS (a) 

Q'-'SBNSLAND 
Brisbane 
T cowoombp. 
Rockhampton 
Tcwr.swllle 
Bundaberg 

FIVE TOWIC (a) 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Adelaide 
Kadlna, etc. 
Port Pirie 
Mount Gambier 
Peterborough 

FIVE TOWNS (a) 

WESTBBii AUSTRALIA
Perth, etc. 
Kalgoorlie, etc. 
Northam 
Bunbury 
Geraldton

FIVE TOWNS (a) 

Tasmania

Hobart 
Launcest >n 
Burnie 
Devonport 
Queenstown 

FIVE TOWNS (a]
THIRTY TOWMS (a¡ 

' SIX capitals (a

June
Jàìli.

SeptoTDec.
Qir, I Qtr,

1960 
March 
-â+r.,-

meni of Pctatoee and Onions (b)

Ifarch 
Qtr.

June 
Qtr,

1959
Sept, 
JÍEa.

____7.260
Dec. March 
Qtr, Qtr,

2681 
260"
2681
2675 
2608

4_5ÍÍ5.

266 2 
2618
266 2 
26 20 
2656 
J652

2690
2621 
26 74 
2680

g684

2684 
2626 
2685 
26 35 
2666

I2711 2744
2654 I 26 86
2682
2690
2646
2706

2706
2660
2698
2640

g6a¿,^ü?2.

2550 I 25 5 2
2497 i 2494
2558 I 2561
2700 i 26 95

25 95
25 37■
2606

2722 
2741 
J621

2768
2712

268î 2696 2719 2754
2616 26^ I 26 68 ' 2702 

2V4¿i 2680
2750 26(6
2701 2619 
iL6XÍu^

2686 I 26 94 ! 2726
2695 I 2705 i 21A9
2646 ; ¿664 2708

2714 I 2749

2779 
2736 
2762 
2760
2716 
2775

2738 2755 1 2648 ' 26'8 i 2700

26 92 
2734 
2662

26 92 
2744
26 74
2'

26'4 I 2636 2666 
2656 2691 I 2705 
2618 ! 2648 2653

1 ii 26' [6
2734 i 2750 Ij 2646 j 2676

2615 i 26 3 0 25'.'2 ' 25'75
2555
26 23

"-571 25'-h

270i

2729
2691
2736
2665

2737 2781
_853g i-aiLWIi-U

I 855.8.

2609 i 26 25
2416 2431
2509 2510
2501 2507
2499 i 2493.
2596 j 26

2110
2619
2711
2805

SJèl.

2795
2698
2664
2698

2665 i 2690
246 1 i ¿482

■g687..i.2í¿á.

2752 
2701 
2755 
2684
2751 

.2146

26 13
2513 i 255 3

2640 is 2564 ¿81 ! 26 29 
2805 !| 2714 2718 i 2758 

-3602 t I 2557,

2644
2581
2651
2811

"ggaepasel^gp g61¿4-^ 

C.39Í 2605 I 26 3 2 26 7 2 j 2689 
-IMA h Oa'Ü I SAIS i 2d66 I 2480

2657
2594 
2662
2833 
J6¿2L 
2665

2749
2516 ' 2413 I 2435 Î 2466 1 2480 I ¿^21 

2¿O i ¿585 2603 I 2503 ' 2512 ! 255_1 i 257'6 , 
25 5 3 i 2560 ! 2602' 2491 • 2510 ¡ 2555 I 2556 i 2602 

^92 ' 2495 I 2531 i 2559 1 26031

¿èli

2803
2696
2728
2825
3051
2800

2830
2734

2824
2 1-36

ii !
2621 286 9?869 ¿nt • 280 : i 2821 

2750 II 2676 I 2701 | 2724 
2761 6 2711 ' 2129 I 271-1276 7 ! ¿754 CF'W'ht.l ' i“"'

2850 2870 2805 I 28 23 2841
311 ? I 3125

2852
3100

2728 
2752
28 44 
3106

21A1 
216 i 
2669 
3126

I28¿8 i6.

2767 
2709 
266 6
26 96 
2641

'2671

28-9 
2725 
2700 
2702 
J6¿8.

2846
2750
2709

2665 2793 2797 I 2825 
2754 2692 ' 2708 2720
2754 2653 I 2659 I 26 94 
0701 ! 5601 I 2696 i

2851
2746
2707

286 9
2753
2751

26'
¿¿àJjèÏWIO'

27 1 2 2 72 1 2691 26 96 ¡ 2608 2707 2724

Î 5ft* VÌI 4 146 ; 2j54 21. J j ciziC ,sS.U 
'7655 I 26 76 i 2702 1^30 I 2757

2'
2' ii i6o ! >681 ■¿io: [6,

SPECIAL TOWMS (KOT INCLUDED IN,

{ Whyalla (South Australia) 

■ Canbe rra (A .C .T. ) _______
S' (a) Weighted Average.

25^ ■ 2602 2641 ! 26II i
2120 i 2763 2773_j 2814 1

(•hi CumuiitiVe from

WEIGHTED AVERAGES ABOVE) _______
~25O6 I 25 23 i 2553T^6 9 26 14 

' c6O2 2645 2672 2716Sîi ! 2590

2625 277 3 I 2783 2812 2831
'*» t *• ‘ \ ance’apd’incindlr.j’') Septemter Quarter, 1955.

r AmBiOi-waalth Sta titi< contains
This doiume c 18 publleaea cy the Cemmonweaitt Statistician

abstracts thereof
dojume c 1b publieheà oy tbe

statistics or-------------
the Census and Statisticspursuant to

Act 1905-1949

— •TTSTT''’'’
S R, CARVER

cfWA wT<3n>TrT &w

-JBEShA A .C .t.
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