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MQRNING PAPERS .. TilURSDAY 15TH OCTOBER, 
- ----- .. THURSDAY 15TH OCTOBER. 1936.EVENING PAPERS

EMPLOYMBJff AND UNEMPLOYMENT,

indi e at ion of the
The latest available statistics, from various source’s, which offer some 

movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have 
i Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) on the basis of in-been iseuod by the —

formation supplied by the State Statisticians«

ANNUAL INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT.

Base Year 19 28-29 ■ 100.

New South 
Wales

Victoria
Queens­

land

South 
Aus- 

tralia

West era 
Aus­

tralia

Tas­
mania

TOTAL

lumbar of
Employees in 

1928-29

1925- 26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36

180,806

94
99
99

100
90
71
70
77
85
97

106(a)

156,568

95 
101 
100 
100

96
80
82
92

100 
108 
115(a)

45,031

106
98
99

100
95
84
80
83
89
96 
98(a)

36,807

106
112
106
100
87
65
65
72
80
91

102(a)

20,804

99
93
98

100
94
70
64
71
78
85
91(a )

10,466

97 
101 
106 
100 
103

84
86
88
93 

101 
114(a)

450,482

97 
100 
100 
100

93
75
75
82
90 

100 
108(a)

(a) Preliminary - Baaed on returns from aample factories.

Taking the year 1928-29 as the base year (’100) the indexes shown in the 
above tabla indicate the course of factory employment during the past eleven years, ai.d 

-.-J- --------------, poj. Aus-
eind

the progress through the depression years and subsequent periods of recovery.
tralia as a whole employment in factories ia now about 8^ greater than in the immediate 

In Victoria and Tasmania employment has increased more rapidlypre-depreasion years.
than for Australia as a whole. New South Wales and South Australia have passed the 

within 2yi and Western Australia within 9% ofpre-depression level> while Queensland is ----------
■ It must be remembered, however, that male population of working age hasthat leTOl,

increased by 3% sold female population of wo:irking age by 9^ between 1928-29 and 1935-36.

At 30th June, 1936 It is estimated that wage-earners employed in factories 
' ‘ ■ on employment in the Commonwealth. Thsrepresented about 22^ of all persons dependant

relative proportions and the rates of increase in relation to total employment vary
The

between States.
The following tabla shows the masculinity of parsons employed in factories 

in the several Statee during the years 1925—26 to 1935-36.
Males mnloved in factories os percentage of all persons employed In

TEAR

1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36

7a!

New South! 
Wales 
76.0 
75.5 
75.5 
75.1 
74.9 
73.6 
71.8 
72.0 
72.5 
72.6

N.A.

Victoria

68.3 
67.4
67.4
66.8
66.3
65.8
63.6
63.6 
64.6 
65.4 
66.3(a)

Queens- ! South 
land I Australia

85.1
84.1
83.6
82.4
82.4
82.2
81.4
80.5
80.5
80.4
79.6(a)

82.7
83.0
82.5
82.6
82.3
80.9
79.4
79.3
80.5
81.4
82.1(a)

Western 
Australia

84.2
82.2
81.8
81.7
81.4
80.2
78.7
79.3
80.0
80.2
80.4(a)

Tasmania AUSTRALIA

.) Preliminary - Based on sample returns.

81.1
81.1
78.6
78.0
79.0
78.4
77.8
77.4
78.9
78.8
79.9(a)

75.4 
74.6
74.5 
74.0 
73.5
72.6 
70.7 
70.5 
71.3
71.7 
N.A.
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For Australia as a
male employmont from 1925-26 to 1932-33.
versed for all States

Month

1934-July

August

Septombor

89

91

92

93

95

98

103

107

106

107

110

108

106

108

108

109

112

116

re-

—0-- IC
Tasmania

93

95

97

100

101

100

97

100

102

103

103

103

103

103

105

107

108

109

106

109

whole, female employment was increasing relatively to
After tho latter year this tendency v/as re-

axoopt Queonsland, while in Tasmania the position is doubtful.

MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY gMPLOYMENT - 1934-a$=2&i.

(Basel Average for Year 1928-29

How South 
Wales

Victoria Quaons- 
land

South
I Australia

October ..

Hovemberi

December..

1935-January . •

Fobruary..

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October ..

November..

December..

1936-January ..

Febiuiary..

March.

April

May

June

July

Number of 
Factories 
in Sangp^es 

Percentage Wor­
kers in Semple 

in 1934-35

90

92

93

96

98

98

95

98

100

101

101

101

101

0 103

0 105

0 106

0 108

110

105

0 105

0 107

0 108

'll 109

0 109

fi 110

1,901

102

104

105

109

110

109

105

109

111

111

1x0

109

0 109

0 110

0 111

0 114

0 114

115

R.fi 115

R.0 121 i

R.0 124

fi ill

117

fi 115

0 115

100

Z11>

■ 100).

Westernnr
Australia

91

95

96

99

97

92

87

89

92

94

96

97

84

86

87

89

89

91

89

90

94

96

99

98

13

80

82

85

86

87

87

88

87

88

88

88

0

0
0

99

99

99

0 102

0 102

0

0

91

89

94

96

95

fi 100

102

150

Vf!.

97

0 96

0 98

0 100

0 98

fi 101

fi 101

0 105

0 108

0 108

0 106

0 102

114

84

0 84

0 89

0 91

0 91

0 93

0 92

0 93

0 95

0 94

0 95

0 93

0 93

92

365i

119

124

120

116

116

112

50

78%

112

110

110

109

2,407

52%

0 Preliminary - Based on sample factories. 
. _____ _______ 4 T .aKIxa.

Subject to revision when complete

R. Revised
returns are available.
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• I MONTH

1933- July 
August ., 
September 
Oct ober., 
November. 
December,

1934- January.. 
February, 
March .. 
April ,. 
Ifey ■. 
June .. 
July .. 
August .. 
September 
October., 
November. 
December,

1935- January.. 
February. 
March ., 
April .. 
May ., 
June ,, 
July ,. 
August ,. 
Sept ember 
October.. 
November. 
December

1936- January.. 
February. 
March . ■ 
April ..

June
July

MONTHLY INDEX OF EMTLOYUEOT IN RCTAIL STORES.

New South 
Wales

100
97
99
99

102
113

102 
104
104 
103
105 
105
108 
105 
107
108 
110
123

109 
112 
109
111 
112
112 
116
113 
113
115 
119 
133

116 
119
117
118 
119
120
122

(Bl Ju: LO(

Victoria Queens­
land

South 
Australia

Western 
Australia

Tasmania SIX 
STATES

100
99

101 
103 
111 
121

109
108
109
108 
108
109 
109 
109
110 
115
122
131

117 
117
118 
117
121 
123
120 
120 
123 
128 
131
145

132 
133
132 
129 
132 
132
130

100
99
97
97

100
110

100
99

100
100
102
103
104
103
103
104
105
116

106 
106
105 
105
106 
105
107 
108
104 
107
106 
106

109
107
109
108
110
110

100
102
102

99
100
108

103 
102
102
103
105
104
106
102
103
108 
107
118

108
107
107
108
109
111
107
109
113
112
115
128

116
114
113
114
114
113

100
93
93
93
96

106

108
99
98

100
101
100
104
102
100
104
104
119

109
103
105
103
106
107
111
105
106
106
109
123

114
110
110
109
111
109

100
101

98 
109 
108 
115

109 
105 
107
105 
105 
105
107 
105 
106
104 
107 
119

110
108
107
107
107 
106
109
108
107
107
110
120

115
111
111
113
112
113

100
98
99 

100 
104 
114

105 
104
104
104
105
106
107
105 
107
109 
112 
124

111 
112
111
111
113
114
115 
113
114
117
120
132

120
120
119
119
121
121

The number of establishments in respect of which returns are obtained are- 
New South Wales, 599; Victoria, 102; Queensland, 120; South Australia, 35; Western 

■ No adjustment has been made in the indexes on accountAustralia, 69; Tasmania, 14. 
of increased population.

Victoria, 102;

INDFres OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
QUEENSLAND;

Workini; from the basis of the results of the Cansus of 30th June, 1933,WOrK.XlAK XI um biio * - ------------- — ---------- J J.
, and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax, Md return 

L collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of Naw South Wales has 
prepared an index of employment and une-iTloynani covering aU persons dependent on em-

w* « A-P RtirAAn ftf InduR'fcpv of QU0©llBl&ndThe Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queenslandplovment in New South Wales. ---- - ---------  -- -
- ■ index of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary earners.

derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurancepublishes an
The data for this index are
Contributions and other sources. The results are given below -

/teVJ SOUTH WALES,
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jjjgv SOUTH WALES,

w-'invmAnt and Unemnlo'vment - All available wage-earpp£.s_x 
‘yi.. the full-time equivalent of men engaged

Including and (b) excluding the  --------j—
partstime on relief works.

Peroantage" of all who are dependent on and

MOUTH

Census of 30th 
June, 1933 ..

1934- June ..

1935- June 
July .. 
August .. 
September 
October.. 
November. 
December.

1936- January.. 
February. 
March .. 
April .. 
May .. 
June .. 
July 
August ..

(a) Including full time equiva- 
leilt of part-time relief 

workers

available fop employment
(b) Excluding full time equiva- 

lent of part-time relief
workers

Employed

74.4

81.1

86.6
87.2
88.0
89.2
39.6
90.3
92.2

88.1
88.6
89.8
90.1
90.8
90.4
90.9
90.8

Unemployed

25.6

18.9

. 13.4 
12.8 • 
12.0 
10.8 
10.4
9.7 
7.8

11.9
11.4
10.2
9.9
9.2
9.6
9.1
9.2

Employed

7 3.5
78.0

83.7
84.3
85.1
86.5
87.0
87.8
89.7

85.9
86.4
87.6.
87.9
88.6
88.2
88.7
88.8

have been adjusted to allow for anThe indexes nuvw uoou aujwuw- -- -------- —
in the number of persons dependent on employment.per cent, per annum -......... - ----- -

of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on

Uneaployad

26,5

22.0

16.3
15.7
14.9
13.5
13.0
12.2
10.3

14.1 
13.6
12.4 
12.1 
11.4
11.8 
11.3 
11.2

estimated increase of 1.2
At the Census

unem-employment returned themselves as 
... This number, represent-of 30th June, iydo, = «voluntarily". This number, represei

ployed by reason of illness, accident, e . is excluded from the above

“’eiCoOO in to.; 1.36, „6 618,000 in

■ earners employed and unemployed.

August, 1936. QUEENSLAND.
irs. (In terms of

■QI it and ui lovment )xcludii

PERIOD

Average 1929
« 1930
" 1931
" 1932
" 1933
" 1934

3 months endei
July,

1935 , .f
1936 (to July)

I ended -

Employed 
89.9 
86.4 
77.2 
77.8 
79.8 
84.9 
89.0 
91.5

Percentage
Unemployed

10.1
13.6
22.8
22.2
20.2
15.1
11.0
8.5

1935

Approximate Number

I

August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 
January, 1936 
February, " 
March, "
April, "
May, 
June,

89.1
88.8
89.0
90.1
90.6
91.3
91.5
90.9
91.0
91.3
91.7
91.8

0 92.6

10.9 
11.2
11.0
9.9
9.4
8.7
8.5
9.1 
9,0 
8.7 
8.3 
8.2
7.4

Employed
148,340
144,630
131,270
134,130
139,720
150,870
160,510
167,070

160,750
160,490
161,060
163,140
164,310
165,840
166,390
165,490
165,890
166,570
167,560
167,900
169,670

Unemployed
16,660
22,850
38,730
38,320
35,310
26,800
19,820
15,400

19,680
20,170
19,820
17,970
17,020
15,720
15,400
16,520
16,350
15,890
15,130
15,010
13,470

<k Relief Work: The full-time equivalent was approxiMtely 
Without this work the percentage unemployed would have been 12.9.

Growing Population! The total of the last two columns increases with the net

men«

growth in
littbXUIl« iiiw —- - - nJ.
the number of mon dependent on employment.
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building permits.
relative activity in industry ia furnished byA further index of the relative activity in industry w lurnieneu 

Building Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed buildings

and repairs.
The following tables give details of the value of Building Permits issued 

in the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of ths Commonwealth for thejeriods shown.

YEAR

19 28-29 (a) 
1929-30 (a) 
1930-31(a) 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
Quarter ended -

March, 
June, 
September, 
December 
March, 
June,

1935
II
II
II

1936

Buildings 
for

Habitation
£.

17,455,449
11,057,069
1,989,167
1,533,325
3,185,679
6,105,369
9,606,533

12,342,910

li

2,436,466
2,936,510
3,428,704
2,779,521
2,946,420
3,188,265

I

■ Buildings 
for Other 
Purposes 

£.
4,902,928 
3,098,700 
1,547,005 
1,848,257 
1,503,877 
2,194,162 
3,829,676 
5,144,668

942,604 
1,271,694 
1,275,712

941,246 
1,378,537 

i 1,549,173

(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney:

PERIOD

1928- 29
1929-30
1930-31 »»
1931-32
1932- 33 ..
1933-34 ..
1934- 35
1935-36
1935 -
March Quarter
June
September "
December tt

1936 -
March Quarter
June tt

Alterations 
and 

Additions 
£.

(b)l,932,887 
(b)l,741,291 
(b) 799,245 

1,225,680 
2,161,846 
2,885,378 
4,173,041 
4,484,819

Total Value 
All Building 
Operatians 

£.
24,291,264 
15,897,060
4,335,417 
4,607,262 
6,851,402 

11,184,909 
17,610,590 
21,972,397

1,110,558 
1,180,786 
1,088,729 
1,159,741
1,009,013 
1,227,336

4,489,628
5,388,990
5,793,145
4,880,508
5,333,970
5,964,774

(b) Exclusive of Sydney and Suburbs.

BUILDING PERMITS IN CAPITAL CITIES AND SUBURBS 
OF EACH STATE?

Sydney 
and

Suburbs 
£' 000 

(a)9,715 
(a)5,810 
(a) 1,005 

995
2,257 
4,142 
7,632 
9,385

Melbourne 
and

Suburbs 
£'000 
7,661 
5,576 
1,434 
1,861 
2,568 
4,218 
5,604 
7,162

Brisbane 
and

Suburbs 
£'000 
2,440 
1,414 
1,098 

876 
793

1,051 
1,654 
2,237

Adelaide 
and

Suburbs 
£' 000 
1,807 
1,158 

314 
217 
400 
617

1,164 
1,239

Perth 
and

Suburbs 
£'000 
2,518 
1,833 

393 
596 
732 
988

1,354 
1,621

Hobart 
and

Suburbs 
£'000

150
106

91
62

101
169
203
328

TOTAL

£'000 
24,291 
15,897
4,335 
4,607
6,851 

11,185 
17 ,611
21,972

2,071
2,338
2,528
1,964

2,456
2,437

1,361
1,766
1,788
1,646 !

1,784
1,944 I

335
521
574
533

411
719

333
306
304
359

252
324 I

346
337
505
335

378
403

(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney and value of alterations

43
71
94
43

53
138 i

and additions in

Sydney and Suburbs.
UNEMPLOYMENT, QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER. 1936.ÌLl

The figures relating to unemployment among 
similar to those published quarterly '" »nd aiin the past, and are

by Trade Unions.

4,489 
5,^89 
5,793 
4,880

5,334
5,965

members of Trade Unions are
derived from returns furnished

from which the 
Generally, it 

1 about rural era-

The number of trade unionists represented in the returns, 
followxnR figures have bean derived, is normally about hay the totaU 
may ba slid that the returns of unemployment include little information 

that the percentage results given herein do not vary grertly 
“ .... , ______________ 4« .hi. /.rinnfin+.-I nn. The tO

season,
industries have soma effect in this connaction. 

good deal by the crop£1hS “untry? however, may be affected a good deal by the crop seasons.

The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions for 
Australia as a whole for each quarter from the June Quarter of 193^ when unemploy- 

at its maximum, to tho Septombor Quarter of 1936,mant was
are as follows :- 

/AUSTRALIA,
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I

AUSTRALIA..

1932 - June QuartoP

19S3 •* March
June 
September 
December

1934 - March 
June 
September 
December

1935 - March 
June 
September 
December

1936 - March 
June 
September

il

30.0 par cent*

26.5
25.7
25.1
23.0

21.9
20.9
20.4
18.8

18.6
17.8
15.9
13.7

13.4
12.8
12.0

H

It
>1

II 
n
II

«
II 
tl
II

1, 
t, 
,1

It

II

II

tl
tl

correct for the third quarter ofWhile the percentages now published are correct for th, 
1936, half the reduction from the second quarter's figures (0.4%) is 
changes in the number of unions covered by the returns. C. ------
is due to the exclusion of two unions from which it ie no longer possible to secure

The remaining

due to unavoidable
Of thia O.4X reduction, 0.2%

re-
0.2% is due to the resumption of reports by unions i^ich had pre- 

Had regular reports been made this reductionports. „
viously failed to make regular returns.
of 0.2% would have been apparent at an earlier date.

In New South Wales and Victoria these factors have lowered the unemploymentXU wow UUUVJI naxoo -------------------- n j
percentage by 0.2%, have had no effect in Queensland and South Australia, have l°"®red 

nercfintaffs bv 1.6%. and the Taamanian figure by 0.87». (In thethe Western Australian
case of Western -------------
reports by one large union).

re nao no eiiecu m .uouuoianu cu.i. - ------------------------- - -
• raiian percentage by 1.6%, and the Tasmanian figure by 0.8%. 
Australia the reduction of 1.6% is mainly due to the resumption of

It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
------ - . .. Consequently, the latestand represent the conditions at the middle of that month, 

figures referred to herein relate to the middle of August, 1936.

The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak pointxno UOrUOilbag^OD — ------------------ n i Xi
(30.0%) in unemployment attained in the June Quarter of 1932, after an almost continuous 
' ' ' _____ . __________________________ A r.____ Viitno-5 Miner ■fft l rlv COns-feant fftrise since 1929, when the rate was 9.3 per cent. After remaining fairly constant at______ WIlOIl GJIO lavo wets, ./aw ^wa ww..-- - -------------- w. , T» V 

per cent, to 28.3 per cent, for three quarters - from August, 1931, to February, 
- the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion of u n emf:. cyme nt28.0 per cent.

1932
in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent, of the membership.

From the peak the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in 
X 1 uul p ____ £> r «.11^ •__ +V1O imMnrtVftTnAn+, wasuoais. Ui io pi u J. V** w* — J — - .

of 1932. and in the two following quarters the improvement was 
’__ n_____ 1_____ ____ —4.^^ ji^i* 1OQ0. omH Ifi •

the September quarter of 1932, and in the two following quarters me improvemeuv 
marked, amounting to 15 per 1,000 in the December quarter of 1932, and 16 per

* ..K««« mi__•____ _ __.>.4. 4 Mil xi/4 , t m+ 1 I 11M ATTirt xAVITIfillT 8b OOImuch more The improvement continued until unemployment stood 
------ This is the lowest percentage of1,000 in the March quarter of 1933.

at 12.0 per cent, for the September quarter 1936.
unemployment since May, 1929, when it was 10,0 per
May, 1932, the rate of unemployment has diminished by 18.0 per cent.

. it___ rt___ ____ J. 4wi Unvr 10Q2- +a 19-0 nar cent* inmembers, i.e. from 30.0 per cent. in

Since the maximum point in
, or 180 per 1,000

May, 1932, to 12.0 per cent, in August, 1936.

This in^jravement since May, . 
the following order (per IjOOO members) 

_ ........ • » w»»_x_ J_ lift. Tl«.New South Wales, 182; Victoria, 160;

1932 has been experienced in all the States in 
South Australia, 252; Western Australia, 229;

Tasmania, 134; Queensland, 127.

The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended.
- Number and Membership of Trade Unions reporting, and. Number and.Per.-- 

«r HuarnnifivaH ~ Unrcb Quarter a 1929 to September Quarter,,. 193p*
AUSTRALIA - ... .........................—------ - . ------- —- ----- -------y------

T^ge of Unemployed - March Quarter. 1929 to September Quarter^.

i AUSTRALIA
j~Number of Unions 

I Membership .. 
j Unemployed -

Number . ■
Percentage ..

March 
Quarter 

1929
375 

420,756

39,159 
9.3

—;------- !—;-------- rJune June
Quarter Quarter

1932
396

1933
394

413,742 415,559

June 
Quarter 

193;
394 

422,113

September 
Quarter 

1935
395

438,216 ‘

March 
Quarter 

1936
394 

445,294 <

June
■j Quarter 

1936
394

446,564

September 
Quarter 

1936
390

436,139

124,068 
30.0

106,652
25.7

88,413 
20.9

69,575 
15.9

59,621 
13.4

57,001 
12.8

52,482 
12.0

/STATES -

6 -



STATES
- Percentage of Members of Reporting Trade UntQflg rgtwrPPl M 

Unemployed in each State - March Quarter* X989 iS.
September Quarter. 1936.

state

New South Wales..
Victoria i. 
Queensland •• 
South Australia*. 
Tisstern Australia 
Tasmania ..

March 
Quarter 

1929 T-
9.7
8.6
7.1 

13.2
8.5 
8.7

■ June 
Quarter 

1932 
”

33.2 
27.7 
19.9 
35.2
30.3 
27.4

June 
Quarter 

1933

29.6 
23.0
15.6
3d.O 
26.0 
19.0

Juns 
Quarter 

1934

25.0 
18.0
12.7 
2514
18.3 
11.?

ISept ember 
Quarter

1935 
....

19.1
14.8
8.5

16.3
12.5
16i7

March 
Quarter 

1936
—jT-

17.2
10.8
8.5'

12.2 
1013
11.1

June 
Quarter

X936r
16.2 
10.6

B.5 
lliO
9i2 

IS.7

TOTALI 9.3 30.0 25.7 20.9 15.9 13.^ 12.8

September 
Quarter

14.8
11.7
1.2

10.0
7.4

14.0

12.0

The above returns are compiled and published subst^tially on the b- sis 
that has been adopted in regard to Trade Union returns since 1911. K is to notIt is to be noted,

of trade unions embracing only about 20 per 
, u.ates these constitute a more representative 
The percentages include persons unemployed from 

result of industrial disputes.

however, that the returns relate to members 
cent, of wage-earners, and that for some States 
sample of employment than for others. T-- 
all causes, other than those unemployed directly 
They may be interpreted as relating to the members union
according to the records or knowledge of the union secretary, employed within union 

callings.

as a
of unions making returns who are not,

exactly represent the proportion of total unemploy-
■' . ‘7 . .. . _______J_ +1^0+ +.V1OVThe percentages do not exacuij, .— r--.----- +v-,,• ’ though Census data and other records indicate that they

. - . M >* ______ •» ..——...J. a 4*1 fiit a+. l*il I 1 ft I
give a
the recovery therefrom.

In vievz of the very definite nature of the information on which are basedIn vievz 01 xne very iwiuun, ------------------ +„
the indexes of_ employment and unemploy^nl. for New South Wales,

men for Queensland, these indexes should be the most accurate record available of unem-

ployment in those States«

This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and.0 -------------- I
abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by thecontains statistics or auDi..<iv.M ------ 1-+

Statistician pursuant to the Census and Statistics ot,Conmonv/ealth 
1905-1930. ROLAND WILSON.

Commonwealth Statistician 
15th October,1936.
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