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4 . 4 . 4 . 0 .  I N T RO D U CT I O N  

Although i t  has been known for many years that there are a number o f  
Aus t rone s i an l anguages spoken in the Morob e Province o f  Papua New Guinea , 
it is only recent ly that attempts have been made to c l as si fy thes e into 
smaller groups . Salzner ' s  S p4aeh enatla4 , pub l i s hed in 196 0 ,  gives a 
clas s ificat i on o f  Morob e Province l anguages which roughly p aral lels 
that presented in Hooley and McElhanon 19 7 0 ,  but his  c l as s ificat ion 
appears to be geographi cally rather t han linguistically b as ed , and there 
are a number of dis c repancies ( McElhanon 1970 : 1190 ) .  

Earlier attempts to c l as s i fy the l anguages were sket chy and o f  l imited 
extent , and will not be discussed here . Cape l l , approaching the p rob lem 
from a typologi c al viewpoint , s eparated the Aust ronesian languages o f  
the whole area into two main groups . S ince h e  has out lined this hypo­
thesis extens ively in his pub lished works , it will be dis cuss ed in s ome 
det ai l .  

4 . 4 . 4 . 1 .  CAPE L L ' S  C L ASS I F I CAT I O N  

Capel l ' s  attempt to clas s ify the Austronesian languages of the Papua 
New Guinea region into two maj or groups ANl and AN2 has been des crib ed 
in A SU4vey 0 6  N ew Guinea Language4 ( Capell 1969 ) and in ' The Austro­
nes i an Languages of Australian New Guinea '  ( Cape l l  1971 ) . 1 

The following discussion will b e  concerned with his  the ory mainly as 
it applies within the Morobe Province . I t s  b as i c  feature i s  s ummari sed 
in the following quotation ( Cape l l  1 9 71 : 2 41 ) : 

The Aus t ron e s i an l anguages o f  New Guinea  also  fall into  
two s ub groups , . • .  Th i s  s ub divi s i on is  b as e d  on a typological 
feat ure mani fested  i n  two c ont rast i n g  typ e s  o f  syntax . 
Aus trone s i an l anguag e s  i n  general , apart from New Guinea , 
have the  order 
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Sub j e ct  + Verb + Obj e ct  

i n  the  s impl e  declaratory s enten c e . In  p art o f  t he New Gui n e a  
Aus tron e s i an fi e l d  t hi s order h o l d s  good , b ut in p art t h e  order 
i s  

Sub j e ct + Ob j e ct + Verb 

i . e .  SOV against the more normal SVO . Th i s  typolo gi c al f eature 
pe rmi t s  a fi rst  d i c hot omy o f  the language s  i nt o  tho s e  wh i ch 
pla c e  the verb b e fore the obj e ct , and those  wh i c h  plac e t h e  
ob j e ct  b e fore the  verb . 

Capell calls the first group ANl and the s econd AN2 . 
Other features which he lists as typi cally AN2 inc lude : 
The occurrence of t he demonstrative after the noun in noun phras e s , 

in c ontrast t o  ANl languages where the demonstrative is said t o  oc cur 
b efore the noun . 

The fact that dual and trial pronouns do not occur ,  or i f  they do 
occur that they are s econdary format ions . 

C ape l l  only applies this system t o  the Aus trones ian languages in the 
Morobe Province t o  a limited degree . He lists the languages of the 
s o uth c oas t of the Huon Peninsula from Lae to Fins chhafen (Bukaua , Yab�m , 
Tami ) as being AN2 .  He lists Sio among the ANl languages ,  and s ay s  
regarding the other languages o n  t he islands between the Huon Peninsula 
and New Britain that , becaus e of lack of dat a ,  it  is  impos s ib l e  t o  t e l l  
whether they are ANl o r  AN 2 .  He includes Adzera2 among t h e  AN2 l an­
guage s , saying ( Cape l l  1971 : 2 89 ) : " I t  is true that it does not have a 
S + V + 0 syntactical patt ern , b ut in every othe r regard i t  i s  nearer 
the AN2 group and has b een inc luded here with them. " 

Cape ll ' s  failure to ment ion the Buang languages at all i s  inexplic­
ab le , s ince he already had wordlists from the Mumeng area in 1960  or 
e arlier , and it  was point ed o ut in print in 196 4 ( Hooley 1 9 6 4 : 24 7 , foot­
not e 2 4 ) that he had incorrectly c lass i fied the Mumeng languages as non­
Austrone sian in his survey ( Capell 1962 ) . 

The Adzera and Buang Families do in fact demonst rate clearly the 
weaknes s of C apel l ' s dichotomy . H is principal crit erion for s ett ing up 
the AN2 group is the SOY word order in claus e s , yet these two large 
families quit e  definit ely have the SVO order .  

Capell s ay s  that i n  every other regard the Adzera l anguage s are AN2 .  
The Buang languages also show other features whi ch would link them with 
his  AN2 group : the demonstrat i ve occurs following the noun and marks 
the c l osure of the noun phrase , and the dual and trial pronouns are 
c le ar ly s econdary format ions b ased on the numb ers two and three ( Hooley 
1 9 7 0 : 1 8 6  and 1 4 4 ) . 

The Yabem language , which he even more definitely identi fies as AN2 ,  
also contradic t s  his crit erion , s ince it t oo has the SVO order which 
should put it among the ANl languages . 
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Since these discrepancies do relat e  t o  his principal ident i fy ing 

criterion , his whole theory is called into s erious que s t io n .  At leas t  
for the Morob e Province the c lass i ficat ion o f  the Aust rones ian languages 
into ANI and AN2 groups is incons i s t ent , and not p art icularly helpful . 
At the present stage o f  our knowledge therefore , a c las s i fi c ation based 
on lexicostat i s t ical s t udies would seem to be more enlightening . 

Using that method , the writer has grouped the languages into families 
of re lated languages the compos it ion o f  whi ch will b e  discuss ed more 

fully b elow . Before proceeding , however ,  it is necess ary t o  digres s  
brie fly and t ake up another prob lem . 

4 . 4 . 4 . 2 .  C R I T E R I A  F O R  D I S T I N GU I S H I N G  L AN G U A G E S  A N D  D I AL E CT S  

It is  obvious t o  anyone with even a superfic ial knowledge of the 
languages of Papua New Guinea , that neat c ategoris ation of linguis t i c  
groups into dialect and language i s  impossib le . Differences b etween 
adj acent villages range all the way from zero to c omplete unintelligi­

b i lity . I t  i s  therefore difficult t o  find s ome consi s t ent , e as i ly 
applied , formal criterion for distinguishing separate languages from 

mere dial e ct s . 
Our intuit ive gues s  might be t o  s ay t hat dialects are mutually in­

telligib l e , whereas s eparate languages are not . Thi s  does not really 
help b ecaus e it gives us no formal test which can be cons ist ently 
applied . Social factors of various kinds and the degree of contact 
found b etween different groups great ly influenc e so-called mutual i n­
telligib ility.  

So far , to my knowledge , no  simp le ident ificat ion test has  b een 
devised , and I do not ant i c ipate that it will b e . ' Res earchers are 
usually compe lled to use s ome criterion arbit rari ly chos en to meet their 
own particular needs . In t he following des cription of t he fami lies o f  
Aus trones ian languages i n  the Morob e  Province , the crit e rion for iden­
t i fy ing a linguis t i c  group as a language rather than a dialect has been 
a s hared cognat e percentage of 77% or lowe r .  Ob vious ly this decision 
is arbi trary , and open to certain dangers . It depends , for example , 
on the s i ze and ac curacy, of the wordlists availab le ,  and on the criteria 
used for identi fying cognates ,  which in turn depend s omewhat on the 
individual invest igator . Neverthele s s  this approach has proved helpful 
and no apology i s  made for it  here . 

The te chniques used in the s tudy have been dis cussed more fully 
els ewhere ( Hooley 19 70 ; 197 1 ) , b ut briefly , the final c las si fication 
was b as ed on a comparison o f  100 words c ollected from the principal 
Austrone s i an l anguage s and dialects of the Province . The results clearly 
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d ivided the l anguages int o s everal different groups . Whi le further 
informat ion may tend to raise s ome o f  the cognate percentage s , it is  
unlikely t o  change the groupings significantly . These groups have b een 
des ignated families and sub- fami l ies as follows . 

4 . 4 . 4 . 3 . T H E  A DZ E RA FAM I L Y 

The Adzera Family comprises 13 languages . 3 It covers the whole o f  
the Markham Valley from near the mouth up to the headwaters o f  the Ramu j 
and in fact the Mari language i s  whol ly in the Madang Province . It also 
includes the lower reaches of most of the Markham t ribut aries . These 
language s are : 

Ad zera In the Markham Valley proper 

Dangal In the Lower Watut Val ley 

Guwot In the Busu Valley 

Mari In the Ramu headwat ers and actually in the Madang Province 

Maralango In the Lower Watut 
Musom In the Busu Valley 

Onank In the Waffa Valley 

S 1 1is 1 1i In the Lower Watut Valley 

S irak In the Busu Valley 

Siras ira In the Leron Valley 

Sukurum In the Leron Valley 

Wampar In the Lower Markham Valley 

Wampur In the Wanton Valley 

Of these languages Adzera itself is by far the larges t  w ith more t han 
1 4 , 00 0  s peakers . Wampar and 8 i 11 s i l i  are t he next b iggest groups , w ith 
2-3 , 0 00 speakers e ach , while the others are quite small , b eing spoken 
by only a handful of vi l lages or less . The total number o f  s p eakers 
for l anguages of the Adzera Family is approximately 2 2 , 0 00 . 

Three s ub - families may be recognised within the Adzera Family . These 

are : 
The Lower Watut Sub-Family compris ing Dan gal , Maralango , and S ilis i l i . 

The Markham Sub-Fami ly comprising Onank , Mari , Wampur , Adzera and 

S iras ira . 
The Musom Sub-Family compris ing Musom and Sirak .  

Languages o f  each o f  these groups are c le arly more clos ely related 
t o  each other than t hey are to other members of the family . 

Another interest ing feature of the Adzera Fami ly language s i s  that 
Mar i , Wampur , S iras ira , and Onank are more closely related to each other 
than they are t o  Adzera i t s elf , although they are each contiguous to 
Adzera while being widely separated from each other . 
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It would s eem that these four groups are remnants of some kind . 
Pos s ib ly they represent an earlier group whi ch occupied mo st of the valley 
and which has been s plit up and forced back into the valleys of the 
t ributaries by the rap idly growing and expanding Adzeras ; or they may 
repres ent an older and more conservat i ve form of the language whi ch has 
not changed in the s ame way as the powerful group in the main fert ile 
valley , whi ch has much b etter intercommunication with sub s equent fas ter 
( and more far-reaching ) changes . 

4 . 4 . 4 . 4 . T H E  B U A N G  FAM I L Y 

There are five languages in the Buang Family with a total o f  approx­
imate ly 1 8 , 0 0 0  s peakers . Although not much smal ler than the Ad zera 
Fami ly it i s  more clos ely knit , and with much less spre ad o f  cognat e  
percentages . It also covers a much smaller t otal area than that t aken 
up by the Adzera Fami ly . With the except ion of four or five villages , 
the whole Buang Fami ly is found within the confines of the Mumeng 
District . The languages are : 

Central Buang 
Manga Buang 
Mumeng 

Piu 
Vehes 

In the middle and upper reaches of the Snake Valley 
In the lower reaches of the Snake Valley 
Virtually the whole of the res t of Mumeng District 

plus three or four villages in the Wau District 
A s ingle village in the Middle Watut Valley 
A s ingle vil lage near the mouth of the Buang Ri ve r 

The Central Buang language cons ists  o f  two main dialects : what has 
been referred to as Mapos Buang (Hooley 197 0 ) , and the headwater dialec t . 
The Mumeng language is really a dialect chain with six main dialects . 

In most previous l i s t ings o f  l anguage s in the Morobe Province the 
languages of the Buang Fami ly ,  i f  they were ment ioned at all , were in­
c luded with the non-Austronesian group . Salzner has them correc t ly 
listed as Melanes ian in his Sp�achenatl� ( Salzner 1960 : 2 8 )  where he 
calls them the Kaidemui group . 4 Capell lis t ed them as non-Austronesian 
in his survey ( Capell 1 9 6 2 ) ,  and cons istently omits reference to them 
in subs equent publicat ions on the Austrones ian languages .  Even Wurm 
( 19 7 1 : 1 26 1 )  lists Buang as a Papuan language rather than Austrone s ian.  

4 . 4 . 4 . 5 .  THE  S I A S I  FAM I L Y  

Although the Sias i  Fami ly is  the smallest o f  the groups , compris ing 
not more than about 1 0 , 00 0  speakers on figures presently avai lab le t o  
me , i t  i s  also the mos t diverse both geographi cally and lingui st ically . 
In the list below ,  16 language s ( with Tuam-Mutu const itut ing a single 
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language ) are at trib uted to it within the Morob e Province i t s el f .  The 
family extends b eyond the b orders of t he Province , however , and is known 
t o  inc lude Gedaged , a memb e r  of Z ' graggen ' s  Belan Family ( Z ' graggen 
19 70 ) ,  Maleu from New Britain , and probab ly a number of others . 5 Some 
quest ions have b een rai sed concerning the l arge number o f  languages 
listed for the is lands and the north coas t of t he Huon Peninsula , and 
it is pos sib le that more careful c ollection and comparison of wordlists  
may lower the number s ligh t ly . However , on the pres ent figure s avail­
able t o  me the languages w ithin the Province are : 

Barim 
Bukaua 

Gitua 
Kaiwa 

Kela 

Labu 
Lukep 
Malas anga 
Mangap 
Nengaya 
Roinj i 
M o  
Sipoma 

Tuam-Mutu 

On Aronai and south-wes t ern Umb oi I sland s  
Along the s outh coast o f  t h e  Huon Peninsula and s outh a long 

the coast almos t to Salamaua 
On the north coast of the Huon Peninsula 
On the coast to the s outh of Salamaua and ext ending inland 

along the Francis co River 
From Sal amaua south along the c oast nearly to the Paiaw a  

River 
Near the mouth of the Markham on the s outh s ide 
Tolokiwa I s land and the northern tip of Umb o i  
On the north coast o f  the Huon Peninsula 
Sakar I s l and and eastern Umboi 
On the north coast of the Huon Peninsula 
On the north coast of the Huon Peninsula 
Sio Island 
On the coast s outh of the Markham , nearly down as far as 

the Paiawa River 
On the Tami I s lands , and mainland villages south of 

Finschhafen 
Mandok , Malai , and Tuam I s l ands , s outhern Umb oi , and a small 

sett lement on the north c oas t of the Huon Penins ula 
On the coast near Fins chhafen 

It is poss ib le to dis t inguish certain sub-fami lies within this l arge 
and diverse group . For example , Yab em and Bukaua form a small local 
grouping of two c los ely related language s ,  and i t  might be better to 
cons ider that they form a s ingle dialect chain rather than two di stinct 
languages . The quest ion is comp licated by the fact that t he Lut heran 
Mis s i on has used Yabem as a lingua franca throughout the area for many 
years , which tends t o  b lur the distinct ion for the s e  two closely relat ed 
languages further . 

The group o f  languages Bukau a ,  Yabem, Kela and Labu , with perhap s 
S ipoma and Kaiw a ,  form a s ub -family o f  their own called the Gulf Sub­
Family ( Hooley 1 9 71 ) . This group was originally t reated as a s eparate 
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fami ly i n  i t s  own right , b ut c loser s tudy o f  the percentages of shared 
cognates showed that they were linked to the i sland languages at the 
family level through Tuam-Mutu and Tami . Since addit ional s t udy of the 
individual languages is likely t o  raise rather than lower the percentage s 
it is b etter t o  cons ider this group as a sub-fami ly . 

The other main s ub-fami ly ,  and the large s t , i s  found mo s t ly on the 
islands and in a few s c at t ered sett lements along the north c oast of the 

Huon Peninsula . It is  c alled the Island Sub -Fami ly and compri s es Bari m ,  
Gitua , Lukep , Malasanga, Mangap , Nengay a ,  ROinj i ,  Sio , Tami , and Tuam­
Mutu from within the Morob e Province . As menti oned ab ove , other languages 
s uch as Gedaged , from outs ide the p rovin ce al so b elong t o  this sub­
family , and its full extent is  not yet known . 

Sipoma and Kaiw� cons titut e a prob lem at present . They form another 
�mall sub group of their own ,  being most closely relat ed to each other . 
They are approximately equally related to the Gulf Sub-Family and the 
I s land Sub-Fami ly and closer s t udy is necess ary t o  elucidat e their re­
lationships more fully . Kaiwa is especially intere st ing s inc e it  is 
the only Austrone s ian language of t he province known t o  have consonant 
clusters . 

4 . 4 . 4 . 6 .  T H E  H O T E  FAM I L Y  

This i s  a small group situated between Wau and Salamaua which is  
divided on present evidence into the two languages Yamap and Hot e .  
These two are c losely related t o  each other , but more fie ldwork needs 
t o  be done in the are a t o  clarify the relat ionships . I t  may be that 
more detai led research than has s o  far been possible will show that 
there are really more t han two language s in the gr"oup , or t hat it c om­
prises a s ingle dialect chai n .  Relationships to t h e  other fami lies also 
await further st udy , but on present indi cat ions the percent ages of 
shared cognates are low , and about equal with respect to both the Buang 
Fami ly and the Gulf Sub-Family . 

4 . 4 . 4 . 7 .  C ON C L U S I ON 

Although the overall picture o f  the Austrones i an language s in t he 
Morobe Province i s  now quite well es t ablished , there remains much fi eld­
work to be done in developing the details of the picture , espec ially i n  
carrying out in-depth s t udie s o f  the individual language s .  It i s  t o  be 
hoped that many of these w i ll be undertaken during the next few years . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  Thi s  clas s i fication i s  confused becaus e ,  b etween the 1 9 6 9  and 1 9 7 1  
pub l ic at ions , Capell has reversed the groups which h e  refers t o  by the 
terms ANl and AN 2 .  He has done thi s  without , as far as I can s e e , 
noting this fact anywhere . 

2 .  The name ' Adzera ' has been spelled in many different ways ( Az i ra ,  
Acira , Ats e ra ) .  I have pre ferred the spe lling Azera in earli er publi­
c at ions . Howeve r ,  s ince Rev . K .  Hol zknecht who has worked among the 
Adzeras for many years has indicated a preference for the spelling used 
ab ove , I have changed it ac cordingly . 

3 .  I am assured by Rev .  K .  Holzkne cht and Dr H .  Fis cher that there are 
two more groups b elonging to the Adzera Fami ly . Thes e  are the Yal u ,  a 
s mall group living about 12 mi les out o f  Lae , and the Lahe ( Lae ) people , 
o f  whom only four or five old people s t ill remain , living at Butibam 
village . This means that the total numb er of languages in the Adzera 
Fami ly should b e  increas ed to fifteen . So far it has not been p o s s ib l e  
for me t o  confirm this personally . 

4 .  Kaidemui , Gaidemoe , or Kaidemoe , is a Bukaua expres si on meaning ' the 
bush people ' ( Hooley 1970 , Preface ) .  

5 .  Chowning ( 19 7 3 )  has now examined the relat ionships between the New 
Brit ai n  Aus t ronesian languages and the Sias i  Family in more detai l . It 
appears that Maleu i s  a rather divergent member of her Bariai Fami ly . 
She s hows clearly , by comparison w ith other members o f  that fami ly ( e . g .  
Kove which she lists  as having 52-54%  shared cognates with Tuam-Mutu) , 
that the Sias i and Bariai Fami lies should now b e  uni t ed . 

3 4 4  
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