
2.

TABLE 2. - WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each index i Average of 3 years ended June 1939 - 100)
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WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDEX, DECEMBER 1967

I This bulletin contains particulars of the Wholesale Price (Basic Materials
I and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present time.

2. A list of the commodities and other information concerning the index is
set out in Lab'^ur Report No. 51« 1964.

3. Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or basic form where-
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ever possible and as nearly as may be at the point where they first make effective
impact on the Australian prioe structure, 
are on an ex-bond or into factory basis.

The pricea of imported goods, for instance,

4-
and merchants.

5-

The prices used hove, in the main, been obtained directly from manufacturers
With a few important exceptions, they are from Melbourne sources.

The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed weights formula. The
weights are based on estimates of the average annual consumption of the oommodities in
Australia during the period 1928-29 to 1934-35. The validity of the weighting and the
representativeness of the index have become increasingly affected by changes in usage 
and in industrial structure*

6. Work is proceeding on the preparation of new series of wholesale price
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index numbers relating to materials used and articles produced by sectors of industry. 
The aim is for the first of these new series to be published In 1968 and to relate to
niaterlals used in the building industry and in manufacturing industry. To a oonsider-
able extent, these first series will constitute a currently representative replacement
for the present Basic Materials and Foodstuffs Wholesale Prioe Index. In the interim.
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the existing index will continue to be compiled and published mainly to meet the needs
of those who require it for speoial purposes. It should be noted that the groups of
the existing index relate primarily to a commodity type classification and have never 
purported to represent the materials used or articles produced by defined sectors of 

■ industry.

7. Table 1 below shows for each index the percentage change of the index
number for the month of December 1967, from the preceding month (November 196?) and

) from the corresponding month of the previous year (December 1966).
381 I , ,
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(b) Represents only suoh imported commodities iggybriquettes for November 196? is 492 . (—r------------ —
are included in the Wholesale Price Index and does not measure changes in prices ot ailincluded in the ’rfholesalr
imports. p - preliminary, subject to revision.

This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth 
Statistician pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act 1905-1966.
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To be treated as etriotly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast or cabled 
before SOON on TUESDAY 12 MARCH 1968 -----

WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDEX, JANUARY 196B

This bulletin contains particulars of the Wholesale Price (Basic Materials 
and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present time,

2. A list of the commodities and other information concerning the index is
set out in Labour Report No, 51, 1964,

3" Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or basic form where-
ever possible and as nearly aa may be at the point where they first make effective 
impact on the Australian price structure.
are on an ex-bond or into factory basis.

The prices of imported goods, for instance,

4.
and merchants.

The prices used have, in the main, been obtained directly from manufacturers 
tc. With a few Important exceptions, they are from Melbourne sources.

5. The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed weights formula. The
weights are based on estimates of the average annual consumption of the commodities in 
Australia during the period 1928-29 to 1934-35. The validity of the weighting and the 
representativeness oi the index have become increasingly affected by changes in usage 
and in industrial structure.
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Work is proceeding on the preparation of new aeries of wholesale price 
index numbers relating to materials used and articles produced by sectors of industry. 
The aim is for the first of these new series to be published in I968 and to relate to 
materials used in the building industry and In manufacturing industry. To „ ¿¿..¿idox- 
able extent, these first series will constitute a currently representative replacement 
for the present Basic Materials and Foodstuffs Wholesale Price Index. In the Interim, 
the existing index will continue to be compiled and published mainly to meet the needs 
of those who require it for special purposes. It should be noted that the groups of 
the existing index relate primarily to a commodity type classification and have

To a consider-

purposes.
never

purported to represent the materials used or articles produced by defined sectors of 
industry.

! 7. Table 1 below shows for each index the percentage change of the index
number for the month of January I968, from the preceding month (December 196?) and 
from the corresponding month of the previous year (January I967).

TABLE 1, - WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDEX NUMBERS 
JANUARY 1966

Percentage change from previous periods

Basic materials

(a) The special purpoae index number for the "Metals and coal" group excluding coal and

Percentage 
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briquettes for December 1967 is 501. (b) Represents only such imported oommodities as
are included in the Wholesale Price Index and does not measure changes in prices of all
imports. p - preliminary, subject to revision.

This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistioian and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth 
Statistioian pursuant to the Census and Statistics Aot 1905-1966.
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-0.5

Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 9111 Extension 2053 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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(a) Represents only such imported commodities as are included in the Wholesale Price
Index and does not measure changes in prices of all imports.
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