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Southern New Hebr i d e s :  The l a nguag e s  o f  Eromang a ,  Tanna , and 
A n e i t yum d i v e r g e  mo s t  o f  all from t he r e s t of t h e  New H eb r i d e s ,  
wh i l e  n o t  agr e e i ng amo ng thems elve s .  ( Cape l l  1 9 6 2 : 3 8 3 ) 

O .  I NT R O D U C T I O N  

The po s ition o f  the language s o f  the Southern New Hebride s ( SNH ) 
within the Austrone s ian ( AN )  family ha s never been c lear . The compara­
t ive linguist ' s  j ob has been made di fficult by a complex series o f  
sound change s ,  and b y  t h e  frequent non-retention o f  common Pro t o ­
Austrone s ian ( PA N )  and Proto-Oceanic ( POC ) reconstructed l e x i c a l  items . 
The difficul t ie s have been exacerbated , unt i l  re cent ly , by the unavail ­
ability o f  useful data . This paper i s  an attempt to rec t ify thi s situ­
ation . I will endeavour to pre sent here the internal and e xternal 
relationships of the SNH language s as comple tely as can be done us ing 
the data avai lable . l 

The area under d i s c u s s ion i s  coterminous with the southern admini s ­
trative district o f  the New Hebride s Condominium , with t he e xcept ion 
that the Polyne sian -speaking i slands of Futuna and Aniwa are out s ide the 
scope of this s tudy . I will thus be  dealing here with the language s 
and dial e c t s  spoken on the i sl and s o f  Eromanga , Tanna , and Ane i tyum 
( see Map ) .  

Sec tion 1 o f  this paper pre sent s the data on which t he conclusions 
are based : background informat ion on the language s concerned , and 
reflexes of POC recon struc ted et yma . Section 2 di scus ses  in detail the 
development o f  the POC proto-phoneme s in SNH . In sec tion 3 I discuss 
the evidence which sugge s t s  that all  the languages under di scus sion 
belong to a single , probably clo s ed , subgroup of Oceanic and t hus derive 
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from a s ingle common anc e stor , Proto-South Hebridean ( PSH ) . Finally , 
in sec tion 4 ,  certain imp l icat ions for the phonology , morphology , and 

lexicon o f  POC are discus sed . 

1 .  T H E  DATA 

1 . 1 .  THE LANGUAGES 

Eromanga ( al so Erromanga , Erromango ) is  the large st and mo st northerly 
of the three i slands under discus sion , although i t s  populat ion is only 
about 6 0 0 . Only two languages remain on Eromanga ( al though Capell n . d .  
sugge s t s  that in earlier t ime s  more t han two language s were spoken ) :  

Ura ( URA ) ,  spoken now by only half -a-do zen elderly people , and Sie or 
Eromangan ( ERO ) ,  spoken by the rest of the populat ion . 2 

Tanna ( al so Tana ) l i e s  to the south of Eromanga . It i s  the mo st 
populous o f  the southern i sland s , with a population approaching 1 5 , 0 0 0  
( o f  whom perhap s 1 , 0 00  or more are from Futuna , Aniwa , o r  other i sland s 
o f  the New Hebride s ) .  The lingui stic s ituat ion i s  quite comple x ,  and 
t he number of distinc t  language s is difficult to det ermine . The Tannese 
themselves rec ogni se e i ght maj o r  speec h-traditions : North Tanna , Lenake l ,  
White sand s , N�vhaal , South-we st Tanna , Ne lpwaai , Kwamera , and Port 
Re solut ion ; of the se , Lenakel ,  Whit e sands , and Kwamera are the mo st 
prest igiou s ,  s ince scriptural material has been pub l i shed in only the se 
three . Tryon ( 1 9 7 6 , e sp . p . 88 )  recogni ses  five language s :  North Tanna , 
Lenakel ,  Whit e sand s ,  South-we st Tanna , and Kwamera , all  with relatively 
complex dialect s ituat ions . My own feeling i s  t hat there are basically 
three di scre t e  dial e c t -c hains : ( 1 )  a northern chai n ,  compri sing Lenakel 
( LEN ) , North Tanna ( NTN ) , and White sand s ( WSN ) ;  ( 2 )  a central chain , 
comprising N�vhaal ( NVH ) ,  South-we st Tanna or N�vai ( SWT ) , and a dialec t  
spoken by t he Ne lpwaai people ; and ( 3 )  a southern chain , compris ing 
Kwamera ( KWM) and the Port Re solut ion dialec t .  I have a reasonab le 
amount o f  dat a on LEN , NTN , WSN , NVH , SWT , and KWM ; data from Nelpwaai 

( Tryon ' s  Imreang ) and Port Re solut ion are available in Tryon 1 9 7 6 . 
The se three different views o f  the clas s i fication o f  the Tanna language s 
are shown on the map; in this paper , I will be concentrat ing on the six 
for which I have adequate data , and wil l  i gnore the language/diale c t  
dist inc t ion a s  far a s  t he di scussion i n  sec tion 2 i s  concerned . 3 

Aneityum i s  the southernmo st , smallest , and least populous o f  the 
three i s land s  under d i s c u s s ion . Only about 3 0 0  people now speak the 
language which was ,  in earlier time s , one o f  the best -known AN language s 
of Melane s ia ( Gabe l ent z 1 8 6 1 -7 3 ,  Ingli s  1 8 8 2 , Codrington 1 8 8 5 , Kern 
1 9 0 6 , and Ray 1 9 2 6 ) .  There are reports of an earl ier differentiation 
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into northern and southern d iale c t s  ( e . g .  Tryon 1 9 7 6 : 88 ) , but depopu­

lat ion , movement of mo st of the remainder of the populat ion to the 
southern part of the island , and con s iderable settlement by Futune se have 
all  contributed to the leve l l ing o f  dialect dist inc tion s . 4 

Lexicostat istical data for all the language s surveyed are given 
below ; ( note ANT = Aneityume se ) . The first table are my own fi gure s ,  

and repre sent mid-point s o f  a minimax range . The second table are 
Tryon ' s  ( 19 7 6 ) figure s ,  and represent average s ( t o  the neare st whole 

numb e r )  o f  the figure s obtained for each of the subdialec t s  repre s enting 
the one speech-tradit ion . 5 

ERO 
URA 4 4  URA 
NTN 3 0  2 3  NTN ( Lynch ) 
WSN 29  22  83  WSN 
LEN 3 3  24  76 78  LEN 
NVH 3 0  2 4  6 4  6 7  7 3  NVH 
SWT 34 24  60  6 1  6 8  82  SWT 
KWM 31 24  57 6 0  6 3 6 7  6 8  KWM 
ANT 2 3  20  26 2 6  2 8  27  27 28 ANT 

ERO 
URA 5 9  URA 
NTN 2 6  26 NTN ( Tryon ) 
WSN 2 7  28 7 3  WSN 
LEN 28  28 74 6 9  LEN 
NVH 28 28  54  5 8  61  NVH 
SWT 2 9  28  48  53  5 5  78  SWT 
KWM 27  26 4 7  51 5 0  6 2  6 5  KWM 
ANT 27  27 28  27 29  31  32 29 ANT 

1 .  2 .  PHONO L OG I ES 

Eromanga . ERO has the fol lowing phoneme s :  

pw p t k u 
d e 0 

mw m n I) a 
f 5 h 
v x 

r 
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The symbol I t  I repre s ents a voicele s s  dental stop , while Idl i s  a 

prenasalised voiced alveolar stop ; Ixl i s  a voiced velar fricat ive . 
There i s  con siderable free variat ion between l s i  and Ih/ , such that the 

d i s t inc tion between them may no longer be signi ficant . The vowe l s  I i i  
and lui are reali sed as glides adj acent to vowe l s . 

No phonological analysis  has a s  ye t been done for URA , due to t he 

small amount o f  information so far collec ted . My impre s sions are that 
URA l s  phonological system is e s s entially the same as that of ERO , 
although it appears to have three voiced prenasalised stops I b  d g / . 
I have writ t en y and w di s tinc t  from i and u in URA , although they may 
ult imately prove to be allophone s of the vowe l s , as in ERO . 

Tanna . LEN has the following phoneme s ( Lynch 1 9 7 5a ) : 

pw p t u 
mw m n e o 

f 5 a 

r 
w v h 

The phoneme lvi , probably at one stage a b ilabial fricat ive , i s  now a 
voi c e d  central glide ( [ i ] ) ;  Ihl adj acent to a sonorant consonant devo i c e s  
that sonorant ; 1+1 i s  a central vowe l with high and mid allophone s ;  and 
I i i  and lui be come glides when adj acent to other vowe l s , with the [ w ]  
allophone o f  lui being phonet ically ident ical wit h ,  but phonologically 
di st inc t from , the phoneme Iw/ . 

The phonology o f  WSN i s  s imilar to t hat o f  LEN except that ( a )  the 
phoneme Iwl has not been e s t abli shed , and ( b )  there may be a phoneme 
If wi as di s tinc t from I f  I .  NTN also lacks t he Iw/ , but in other way s  
it is  similar t o  LEN except that , alone o f  t he Tanna language s ,  NTN has 
an incomplete serie s of prenasali sed stops Impw mp n t/ .  

The language s o f  the c entral chain show two significant departure s 
from LEN : ( a )  the replac ement o f  Iwl by a labialised velar stop I kw/ ; 
and ( b )  only one liquid - I I I  i n  NVH and Irl in SWT . The phonology o f  
KWM i s  almost ident ical to that of SWT : i . e .  no 1 1 1  and Ikwl in place 
o f  LEN Iw/ . 

Aneityum. 

b P 
ffi m 

f 
v 

w 

Like WSN , 

ANT has 

t 
n 

a 

KWM may also have a phoneme I f  wi . 

the following phoneme s ( Hewitt 1 9 6 6 , Lynch 1 9 7 6 b ) :  

j k u 

n Q e 0 

5 h a 

x 
r 

y 
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The symbol Ibl repre sent s a velarised b ilabial stop , Iffil a ve lari sed 
bilabial nasal , and Ixl a voiced velar fricat ive . ( In the traditional 

orthography , 1 9/ ,  lxi , and I �I are written d ,  c ,  and 9 respect ive ly . )  

1 . 3 .  R E F LEXES O F  POC ETYMA 

Below i s  given a l i st o f  poe reconstruc ted forms with reflexes 
o c c urring in at least one SNH language . Thi s l i st will  form the bas is  
o f  the discussion o f  the development o f  the poe proto -phoneme s in the 
SNH language s .  The fol lowing convent ions will be u sed : 

( 1 )  Each corre spondenc e i s  numbere d .  In the discussion in succeeding 
sec tion s ,  individual forms will normally be referred to by their number . 

( 2 )  poe forms are written as in Grace 1 96 9 ,  or sub sequent publ ications , 
with t he following exceptions : ( a )  I follow the now generally accept ed 
view that there was no distinc t ion between poe *d and poe * r ,  writ ing 
both as * d ; ( b )  I accept Blust ' s  (in press ) hypothe s i s  that poe retained 
the palatal nasal * n ;  ( c ) I have written final consonant s without par­
enthe s e s , and have added in final consonants in a few other forms , for 
reasons which wil l  be d i scussed in section 4 ;  ( d )  I have generally 
omitted one of two proto-phonemes reconstruc ted within parenthe s e s  i f  
it i s  obvious that the SNH language ( s )  concerned reflect one o f  t he 
pair and fairly c learly do not reflect the other . 6 poe forms have been 
alphabetised a s  fol lows : a d n d  e 

m p  � p  q R 5 n 5  t n t  u w y .  
k � k  m �m n iI � 0 p 

( 3 )  Hyphens indicate synchronic morpheme-boundari es . A hyphen following 
a noun repre s enting a body-part or kinship term indicat e s  that that 
noun is obligatorily followed by a p o s s essor . Hyphens following other 
forms indicate that the y  occur a s  the first member of a compound ; a 
hyphen prec eding a form indicat e s  that it occurs as the second member 
of a c ompound . 

( 4 )  Pluse s  indicate presumed historical morpheme-boundarie s .  In thi s 
conne c t ion , it should be noted that verb s have often accreted an ini tial 
vowel and often also occur with a fused transitive suffix ( u sually + i ) ;  
many nouns show a fused article in pre fixed positio n ,  usually o f  the 
form n+ or n V+ ,  although ANT also has i n + ,  and other forms also o c c ur ; 
and numeral s also show a fused pre fix ( ERO d ( V ) + ,  URA g ( V ) + ,  the Tanna 
language s k ( V ) + ,  and ANT e + ) . 

( 5 )  The glo s s  given i s  t hat glo ss  o f  the poe form which mo st nearly 
corre sponds to the meaning of the refle x ( e s ) .  Where the meaning of the 
reflex ( e s )  differ s sufficiently from the meanings of t he poe form , the 
poe meaning has been p laced in parenthe ses . 7 
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( 6 )  To fac ilitate c onsultation of t he l i st s , note s  o n  any part icular 
item in a li st are given at the bottom of t he page on which that item 
o c c ur s , and do not appear at the end o f  this paper l ike other footnote s .  



POC ERJ ORA Nl'N WSN LEN NVH EM' I<WM ANI' Gloss 

l .  *a (�)me (a )  nel u+am- na l u+am- n+am- n+am- n+am- ne l +am- ner+am- ner+am- n+ama- 'tongue ' 

2 .  *ansawa a sau- -sua+ru 'spouse ' 

3 .  *au i +au y+au i i +o  i +ou i +o i +ou i i +ou i +ou ' I '  
4 .  *awa � oa � oua � owa � okwa � okwa � okwa� 'be open ' 

5 .  *-da -d - 1 - - 1 - -n i - l - - 1  i - - r i - - n - r - - ra 'their ' 

6 .  *dadas i ana+l e+i 'scratch ' 

7 .  *dan ( i ) dan n+ian n+ i a n  n+i a n  i e- I a n  
1 

i e-ran i e-ran 'day ' 

S .  *dano na+ren-wa i ' lake ' 

9.  *daqan i n+ran-xa i 'branch ' 

10. *daRaq de n+ta - ni-+ra- n++taa- n++tau- n++ta u - n++te- i n+  j a  'bZood ' 

11. *do� o+r�+i e+ l �+i ';'+1 ';'� a+r';'� re�+i i l') i + i , 2 
'hear ' 

a taha+j e �  

12.  *dua du+ru ge+l u k++ i u  k';'+ i u  k+i u  k';'+la+l  u
3 k+ra+ru 3 k';'+ru e+rou ' tw:J '  

13.  *dua� n i +jou 'hole ' 

1 4 .  *ndapu pen+top n tm+tap ntm+taau n tm+raau ntm+l akw n t m+rakw n +m+rakw 'ashes ' 

15 . *ndaun na+l a u  'hair, feather; 
( leaf) , 

16 . * i da i ro+r le+i  1 i I - i 1 - i I - i I i  - i r i - i r - a+a r- ' they ' 

17. * i d i R  k-e l e l  k-e i l e i  1 k- i I i  1 k - i  1 i 1 k-e i re i r k - i r i r  'a fan ' 

IS. * i ku nov l a i +mp+xo- n t+mp+i k- nHp+ i k - n Hp+i k - n t+p+ i  kou- n t+p+i k- n Hp+i k- n+i xe- 'taU ' 

19. * i num a+nrm a+m+ntm a+m+nuunw n ;'m a+nfm a+nnw+i a+m+ii i + i 'drink ' 
20. * i su� -na+h�- -na+h�- -n+ha�- -n+h i � - -n+he�- n t+p+t se�- 'nose ' 

2l . *kada no+xor i - n ;'+ka l - n Hka l - n ;'+ka re- 'side, edge; 
(point, shazp 
edge) , 

22 . *ka i n+e i n+i i n H� n ;'+� i n Hk n+a i n+a i n+e i i n+xa i ' tree ' 

23- *ka l i o+x l + i  o+xo 1 + i  i l  e l  i l  H I  H r  er+i a+xj +i  'dig ' 

l .  ' Day time ' only . 2 .  'Listen ' . 3 .  Partial reduplication; cf. also 19S . * to l u  'three ' . 
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24 . *ka l 0  ma t i +ko l 0  nwa t i +ka 1.0 rrrwat i +ka 1 0  

25. *kam i kam g i m  kam-

26 . *kam i u k i m i  g im i  kam i  -

27 .  *kananse 

28. *ka n i  en+i ken+i 
4 4 k tn 

4 
un on 

29. *kapak 0+xep
5 nH�tv+�tv- nt+kav+kav -

3 0 .  *kap i ka n Hk tvtk 

31 . *kap i t  avs+i evtr avtr avH 

32.  *kapudu n tm+ou 1 u+l ntm+ou l u+l n tm+oul u+l 

33 · *kampu 

34 . *kansupe u l a+k i s  l a+k i h  kahap kahau kahau 

35. *ka t i us us k ts 

36 .  *kato kat t+m ka tt+m kart+m 

37 . *kawi 1 d i v+kau 

38 . * k i a n to nt+k i a tu n++f) i a t u  n Hk i atu 

39 . * [k i ]k i t  aa+k a+k i a +k i  

4 0 .  * k i  l a l a  no+xor+i 

41 . *k i ta o+xh+i o+xos+i 

4 2 .  * k  i n ta koh g i s  k i t- k i t- ka t-

43 . *ko (e) k i +k ga i +k i i +k i i +k 

4 4 .  *koko Hktku a+kaku 

4 5 .  *kona 

46 . *kosop 

-----
4 .  Transitive form only; cf.  107.  *pa�a for intransitive . 5 . 'To fly ' .  

NVH S;� KWM 

mwa t i +ka 1 0  rrrwa t i +karo 

ktm- i +kam- ktm-

k hn i  - i +kami - k tm i  -

4 4 en+i
4 

a+an a n  

n t+kav+kav- t Hkav-

tvt+e t e l a +ktn avtt  

n tm+okwl u+l n tm+okwru+r n tm+okwru+r 

n+apw n+ap n+ap 

i +ahukw i +ahakw i +esuk 

a s  a s  ah+i 

n Hk i a t u  nHk i a tu n+ea tu 

a+k i a+ki  t+k i  

k H - i +ka t - k H -

i i +k i i +k 

ANI' 

a+jam-

ne+xna 
. _4 x l n  

i n+xab 

i n+xeeo 

a+xes 

i n+xa t 

i n+xowoj 

na+k i a to 

e+xexe+i 

e+xet ,  e+xta+i 

a+kaj -

aa+k 

a+xen 

a+xse+i 

Gloss 

'worm ' 
'we (excl . ) '  

'you (pl . ) , 

'muLLet ' 

'eat ' 

'wing ' 

'Malay apple ' 

'squeeze ' 

'dust ' 

'fire; (burn) , 

'rat ' 

'bite ' 

'basket '  

'hook ' 

'outrigger 
boom ' 

'scratch ' 

' knm/ '  
'8ee ' 
'we (inc!. ) , 

'you ( sg . )  , 

'narrow ' 

'SOUl', bitter; 
(drunk, 
poison) , 

'cut ' 
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47 . *ko t i  a +xas+v i i 'cut off ta:t'o 

top; (cut) , 
4 8 .  *kumi nou+n t+km- na+knw- n t +knw- n t+ktm- 'chin ' 
49.  *kupel)a na+upwan na+kapun na+kapun no+ubon 'ne t '  
50 . *kuR i ta wi s 'octopus ' 
5l . *kutu no+xut wi  t kt+l) t t  k Hl) t t  k u r  k e l  k u r  u ;'r ne+xet ' louse ' 
52 . *-I)ku - I) - k  -k -k -k -k -k - k  'my ' 
53.  * l a t)O  u+l a l) u+l el) k+i a l) k+i a l)  k+i a l)  e+l a l)  i e+ral) e+ral) i n+l a l)  ' a  fly '  
54 . * I ase i n+ l a s  'coral ' 
55 . * I awa i a t r i +l ua n i +l va 'spidel' ' 
56 . * 1  i ma  ne+l ma+n6 

ne+1 i ma+n6 
ne+ l m- neh+ l m- ne+l m- kwa+lm- n i +j ma - 'hand ' 

suk+r i m suo+rem ka r i +1 tm ka r i +l tm ka t i +1  um k i- r i +ri-m 'five ' 
57 . * 1  i t)a l el)e+n 'lJ'ing; (hand) , 
58 . * 1  i pon ne+l va - ne+ l u - ne+l u- kwHI u- kwa+ru- kwa+rev- n i +j ho- 'tooth ' 
59 . * I oa n  l a u  ' long (of 

time) , 
60.  * I uaq e+l ua a+lua eoa eua eua I ua rua a+lou 'vomit ' 
6l. * I umut I tmts I tmus I tmus i amh+a 'seaweed ' 
62. *ma m m3 

m3 
m3 

m3 m3 m3 m3 'and ' 
63.  *makumpu moxop- owi pw- nw i pw- mukupu- owi pw- mabo- , grandchi ld ' 
64 . *ma l aso t+mtah a+mra t+m l a  t+mera 'coLd ' 
65. *ma I i no a+ma r i  nu t+mel i nu t+mel i nu a+me l i nu a+mel i nu i-+ma r i  nu  a+mer i n u  'caZm,peace-

ful '  
66 . *ma l on n+ma r n;'+me n ;'+me i nt+m n t+mel n t+ma r ne+mi-r i n+ma 'breadfruit ' 
67 . *ma l u  ne+me l u+x+l ux me t+me t i +1) mi-t+mHi +1) mtru+k+mt ru+k ma l a+ma l a  mar+ma r u  mi-r+mi-ru 'soft ' 
68.  *mama a+ma+i a+ma+i 'cheUJ ' 
69. *ma-masa n+mah a s  a+mas mha mas mas a+maha i n+mas , mese+i

8 ' low tide; 
(dry) , 

h . 'Outrigger ' .  7 .  Verbal prefix , indicating same subject .  8 .  'Dry ' .  
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70 . *-mami -mam -m- -m- , -ma - -m- , -mu- -m -m 'your(pl . ) , 
7 l .  *manuk menux menuk+u men i �  ment� menuk mana m i a n  mfnu i n+man 'bird ' 

72 .  *manawa pa t+monu 'heart ' 

o+manu+i nam a+mi � 'breathe ' 

7 3 ·  *mapo a+mtv a+mtv a+m;'v a+m;'v mah 'heal ' 

74 .  *maqud i p a+murep o+morop a+mru u+mu 'alive ' 

75 . *masak i t  m i sa �  a+mha a+mha t+mha a+mha ti1ni sa e+mea9 'sick ' 

76 . *mata ni +mt- n i h i +mt- nt �t+mt- n t+mt- n t+mr- nt+ml - n t+rnt r - nen i +me- nes�a+ne+mta- 'eye ' 

77- *ma takut e+metet e+metet e+mtax 'fear ' 

78 . *mataq ma t  'nelJ,raw ' 
ami +mta ame+mta ami +rnra ami i-+ml a tmre+mra amr;'+mera eme l +ma t  'green ' 

79. *ma- taqu nwan ttp maru nwa tuw matukw ma tukw nwa tuk i n+ma ta - 'right (hand) , 
80 . *mate mah i n+mi 5 mt s mts mts mha m i ah e+mha ma s  'die ' 

8l . *ma tuqa mfra- m t l a - mtre+n- rna ta- , 10 
'mother 's 

i n+me tou brother ' 

82 . *mauR i  mo r  mo r  maul moul mu l ma u l  mau r  mo u r  i n+mawu- ' left (hand) , 
83 . *mi m i R  ov l a+m i  a+m a+m i , a +m i , aa+m a+m a+mi a+mi 'urinate ' 

ami a+mi I + i am i a+mi l 

84 . *mol i -n+mtl t+h n t+mt I +h kwa+n+mt I +h kwa+n+mtr+h i 'citrus ' 

85 . *motu t tn+muta+h t tn+muta+h t tn +mur+h tana+mre t f n ;'+nJnIer;'+s 'is land ' 

86 . *-mu -m -m -m -m -m -m -m -m 'your( sg. ) , 

87 . * � I o  i n+moj e 'reef ' 

88 . *�mane na t+man i ete+maan i er+nwaan i era+nwaan i e l +maan i er+man i er+fl'waan na ta-+iiiaii 'male ' 

man- nwa n - ni+nwan- na+nwan - lTWan- mNan - pt+nwan- 'woman 's 
brother ' 

89. *�mata ma t i +ko l o  nwa t i +ka l o  nwa t i +ka 1 0  nwa t i +ka l o  nwa t i +karo 'worm ' 

90 .  *napo napo+peau 'wve (n. ) '  

9 . 'Be in pain ' ;  i mehe 'sick ' probably a loan. 1 0 .  'Older brother ' .  
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9l . *na tu n i t - net - n i- t - ner - na l - na r- n t r - 'ohiLd ' 

92. *n i pon n i van ' tooth ' 

93.  *nuns ( i o )  i i +ah i +ah i +h i  i +h i  i +h i i +s n i 9  'ootopus ' 

94 .  * -iia -n -n -n -n -n -n - n ,  - n i  -n , -n i -n 'his ' 

95 . *iiamuk u+i omux yomox kt-+ma Q k t+nwa Q mUffiluk muffiluk muffiluk "", i  i n+yam 'mosquito ' 

96 .  *iiamuR n i ffia+ii 'dew ' 
97 . *iiatu net- 'offpsring; 

(egg) , 

9B . *Qa i nsa n i +QO i  na+Qha+n na+Qht+n n+aha+n na+Qht+n na+Qaha+n n+e s Hn 'when? ' 

99. *l)ase a+Quth+l a U+Qth+l i a+hi QHl er+Qha+ra 'old ' 

100 . *pada no+var naffilpi-t na+pwi-t  na+pwtr na+pw t l  na+pwtr na+pw t r  ta+para 'fence, waU; 
(mat, pandanua)' 

10l . *pa k i wak neffilpou u+beu ne+pxev 'shark ' 

102. *panaq ne+va n i  n HfaQa n HfaQa n t +vha l)a n t+vhaQa n t+vha l)a n HfaQa ne+fana 'bow; (shoot) , 

103 . *panas a+uan 'hot ' 

104 . *pa n i  nt+p i en 'bait ' 

105 . *pano a+van i +va vin v +n v tn v;'n t+vtn e+vtn a+pan 
11 'go ' 

106 . *panua l ah+uanu na+uanu l u+kwanu ru+kwanu 'village ' 

107 . *paQa ne+veQ 
12 

a+l)u;'+n a+uQt+n a+uQt+n HVQt+n o+uQt+n a+veQt+n ha Q 'eat( intr . ) , 

loB . *pa p i ne13 vevn- 'nrm 's sister ' 

109. *paqa nompu+n+va- n+ua- n;'+va - n i-+va- -n ;'+va - n+va- n+ua - i n+ha- ' thigh ' 

110 . *paqoRu i t+vau 'new ' 

11l . *pa R i  u+var vi  l a+u vi-raa+u v t l aa+kw vtra+kw v +raa+kw i n+ha r 'stingray ' 

112. *paRu i n+ba l 'hibisous ' 

113 . *pas i I i  "",a+n+vthl n t"",a+n+veh l i n+vhaa 1 "",a+n+vh i l t+k "",a+n+vhert+k n+u h r i  'grass ' 

114 . *pa t
14 

d+vat ku+vH ku+vtt ku+vtr 'four ' 

11 . cf.  also aha 'esoape ' . 1 2 .  'Food ' .  1 3 .  cf.  also 120.  * p i ne and IB6 . * tap i ne .  1 4 .  c f .  also 117 . *pa t i . 
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li5 . *pataQ nHmpwi-t- n;'+pwa t - n;'+p l aa - n Hpra- n ;'+pra- 'body; (tree-
trunk) , 

li6 . *pa taQ n ;"nwa+t i +fa ta t i +vha ta t i +vha ta n ;'"",a+t i +fa ta ne+fata15 'she lf ' 

li7 . *pat i k+uas k+uas ke+fa 'foUl' ' 

118 . *patu n i +va t i n+hat 'stone ' 

119 · *penako ;'+vnak 'steal ' 

120 . * p i ne yar+v i n  pera+v;'n p i l a+v;'n pi a+v;'n 'wonr:rn ' 
vtn- n;'+vn- na+u i n- na+u i n - p i n - p i n - 'man ' 8 sister ' 

12l . * p i nsa de+ve k+uah ku+vah k+uhu k+uhu k+uhu+n ke+va e+he9 'how much? ' 

122. *pi ns i ko no+ho9xe- 'flesh,meat ' 

123 . *p i nta a+hta+kwa i 'split ' 

124 . *poiiu na+vu ya+vu i o+u i o+u l a+u i a +kw i a +kw i a +kw na+hou 'turtle ' 

125 . *ponse n ;'+vea n ;'+vea n ;'+vea n ;'+vea n;'+vea n ;'+vea 'a paddle ' 

126 . *puaq no+vu n i +va+n no+a- no+ua- no+ua- nu+kwa - kwa+n+kwa- nu+kwa- no+hwa - 'fruit '  

127 . *pul i q  vol 'turn ' 
128 . *pu l u  no+vl + i  ra- no+v l + i  ran 'body hail' ' 

no+v l +ompu- no+v l + i nompun 'head hail' ' 

129. *punuq nar+vu ho+a +pwn+ i n hu+o+pn+i i ous i +a+pne 'kill ' 

130 . *puQa ne+vQu+n na+Qu- nO+UI)- nO+UI)- 'flower ' 

13l . *puti  no+voh nu+kwus no+hos 'banana ' 
132 . *mpaka pa Q n Hp;'k n ;'+p;'k n Hp;'+n ne+p;'k i n+pak 'banyan ' 
133 . *mpa l)a nHpwal)- nHpwol)- n Hpwal)- n Hpwa Q- 'opening ' 

t Hpwal)e- t Hpal)e- t Hpa l)e- t Hpwa l)e- 'crotch ' 
134 . *mpeempee po+k+pau+k papau+I) pwapwau+k pwopwau+k pwapwau+k pwapwau+k 'butterfly ' 

135 . *mpo[ ] a+mpu n i +b i +n ;'+mp i e+n Hp i e+n a+pi e+n a+pi e+n a+p ie+n a+pee+n i +p+ii i 'smell, stink ' 

15.  'Copm bed ' .  
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136 . *mpo l a  ta+v l +o�i 

137 . *mponot 

138 . *mponu 

139 . *mpua na+pwo+k 

140 .  *mputo i o+mput yo+but n ;'+mput- n t+pi-t-

14l .  *I)pol)i l -a+mp;'n l -a+ptn 

a+mptn a+ptn 

142 . *qa l awa n+a I au y+a l u  

143. *qanus i a l)ah al)ah 

144 . *q (ae ) mpa 

145 .  *qas (ou) n+aha - n+ah-

146 . *qansan n+erl)- n+erl)-

147 .  *qau n+au n+au n+ao n+au 

148. *qu I ul)a k-o+u l ol)o 

149. *quma a s +um a s +um 

150 . *qumu -n+unwa+n -n+unwa+n 

15l .  *qupi n+up n+up n+up n+u 

152 . *qunsan n+uhutn n+uhuan 

153 . *qutok no+uta- no+uhta-

154 . *Ra p i  pwa+rap 

155 . *Ropo 

156 . *Ruap 

157 . *Rul)maq n+i mo n + i mwa n+imwa 

158 .  *Ruqa -no+ua- n+a-+n n+ua -

lEN 

a r t+p ia+i  

na+pwo+k 

n t+pr t+�-

I -a+ptn 

a+ptn 

a l)h 

n+ha-

n+etl)-

n+au 

k-a+ l u l)a 

a s+ulTrW 

-n+umwa+n 

n+uw 

n+i h i n  

neno+urtk 

n + i mwa 

n+ua-

NW swr 

a l t+p l aa+i a rt+pra+i 

na+pwo+k 

nt+pl t+�- n t+pr ;'+�-

i e-n+ptl) i e-n+ptn 

a+ptl) a+ptn 

n+he- n+he-

n+ha l)- n+al)-

n+au n+au 

a s + i m  es+urTW 

-n+emwa+n -n+unwa-+n 

n+ekw n+ukw 

n+ehen n+uahan 

-kul a  -kura 

n+i mwa n + i mwa 

n+ua - -n+ua -

KWM ANI' Gloss 

'split ' 

a ta+pnes 'shut ' 

a t+pu 'hidden ' 

na+pwo+k 'beteL nut ' 

nu+pwa re+l)- 'nave L '  

i e-nt+ptn ne+pen 'night ' 

a +p i n  'dark, bLack ' 

i n+ha l av 'chUd; (man 's 
sister 's 
chUd) , 

al)ee+i 'spi t ' 

n+ap 'mat ' 

n+tse- , sroke ' 

n+ahl)- n+i ea- 'name ' 

n+au n+awu+n+au 'bamboo ' 

n+i I an 'piUow ' 

oh+mu ' to garden ' 

-n+enwa+n 'earth oven ' 

n+uk n+u 'yam ' 

n+estn 'rain ' 

i n+hutu+ma 'brain ' 

'evening ' 

a+e ' to  fly ' 

na+jab+a+jab 'tidaL wve ' 

n+i  rrwa n + i om 'house ' 

n +awa -+n +Wa- 'neck ' 
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159. *sa sa+i sa+yan 'one ' 

160 . *s (ae ) d u  s u i  s u i  s u i  s u i r+ i  'to comb ' 

16I. *saet e+s e i  'stab ' 

162. *sa l a to� a+s l a  a+s l a  a+s l a  e+s l a  a+sf ra 'sharp ' 

163 .  *saq l t  a+ge+ 1 'tie; (bind) , 

164 . *sasa e+8ua 'hunt ' 

165 . *sauq I +su+t i +sou i +sou i +sou I +sokw 'fa:t" 
166 . *5 I �aR na �+SI)a 'sun; (shine) , 

167 . *s l us 5 io+s io  s i o+s io 5 i o+si 0 s i o+s i o  '",hirlpool '  

168 . *sol op a+suo l +se 'go doz.m '  
169. *sudup a+u l u  a+u l u  a+u l u a+ul u  a+uru a+uru 'enter ' 

170 .  *suRI  ne+8uo- 'bone ' 

171. *sunsu na+ha- na+ha- na+ha- na+h l - na+h 1 - na+s na+8e-
e+8e811i 

'breast '  

172 . *nsa i se+ma (",hat) ne+ta (",hat ) 5 1  (",ho ) 81  (",ho ) 'who?� ",hat? ' 

173 - *nsake sax hak+ta ak+ta 'go up ' 

174 . *nsaman rtmtn tern1-n tern;'n ' outrigger ' 

175 . *nsaqa t arw+at a+raat t+ra taa t a+ha a+h era+ha 'bad ' 

176 . *ns I po a +8e 'go down ' 
177 . *ns l u l  a+h l +apu hal  hel  her+apu 'blow ' 

178 . *taa ta+1 'hi t ' 

179 . * taka I e+tk+1 'tie ' 

180 .  *taku taku+taa- I n+tax 'back, behind ' 

18I . * t a l  I �a tel urju- del  rje+n - te l rj- -tel  rj- - te I rj- - te I �- - te r � - i n+t l j l)a - 'ear ' 

182 . *tama e+tm- t tm- ti-m- rtm- I tm- r tm- rem- e+tma- 'father ' 

183 . *tanaq dena n tp+ttn nafu+ti-n I ttn  n i-mop+tana mop+tana n i-kwa +tana 1 7 
nopoh+tan ' land ' 

16 . 'Suck ' .  17.  ' Valley ' .  
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184 .  *tanum tenm+i ' 18 
ttm ttntm renfm num n tm nurnw+i a+tenom 'bury ' 

e+tenom 

185 . * taQ i s  a+deQ tan 'cry ' 

186 . *tap i ne na+h i ven na+tahen 'woman ' 

187 .  *tapuR tovu tou+i i n+tohou 'conch ' 

188 . *taqe s i - n;'+s , n i-+s i ,  n;'+s i i - n i-+s , n ;'+5 , n i +h i , , excremen t ' 
n;'+s i - n i-+s i - n i-+s i - n i-+5 i - n i +h i -

189 . *taRam a+ram 'answer ' 

190 . *tans i taha - noua+taha- no+rh- nou+l ah i - p �+raha- p t+ds- ' younger sib-
ling of same 
sex ' 

19l . *tans i k  tox de n+teh i n t +teh i tehe tahi  k tahak t r s i 'sea ' 

192 . *t i na d i n+m- e+h i ne+n i +t - i +t - j n - n ;'+5;'n- n ;'+5 ;'n- r i +hn - r i +s i - 'mother ' 

193 . * t i naqe nouse+n+s i - nouse+n+s i +n n t+sQa- n i-+s tl')aa- n t +s Qaa- n t+s i nau- n ;'+s i na u - nen i +hnee- 'intestines ' 

194 . *toka e+te a+t �Q a+ttQ a+dk a+l t a+ra a+ra e+tex 'sit, stay; 
(arrive, 

settZe down, 
e tc . ) , 

195 . * toka l au toko l a u  toko l a u  tokorau 'prevailing 
wind ' 

196. *toko t tk t �k t t k  'hiccough ' 

197 . *tokon k-a+sktn k-a+s k tn k-a+skin k-a+sktn k-a+s k tn k-a+s k tn n i +sex 'crutch; (s taff, 
poZe) , 

198 . *to l u  de+he l ge+hl i kHs t l  kf+s t l  kHsi  I kHs i +s e l  k+s i +ser ka+ha r e+sej ' three ' 

199. *tonol e+toQO I + i  HkQe a+rQa+i t t Qa+i t tQa+i a+tQa+i t tQa+i a+t l e l)  'swallow ' 

200. *topu nf+t tp nHtu n;'+ruw n Htukw n t+tukw n i-+ruk ne+to ' sugarcane ' 

20l . *toqa i n+jaa 'fowZ ' 

202 . * tudu nompu+ne+t ru- nohumu+ne+t re- nu+u l - noua+no+u 1 - no+u l - nu+kwu l u- n u+kwur- n u+kuru- n i +j i - 'knee ' 

203 ·  *tuk i a+tk+i 'to pound ' 

18 . 'Dive ' .  
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204 . * tunu o+tn+i a+tn+amo9 'cook, burn ' 

205. *tumpu t t pw- r tp - 1 tpu- r �pw- e+tpo- , grandparent ' 

206. *tuqa ta- da+n n trrwa+n+taa - n trrwa+n+taa- n tnwa+taa - n trrwe i +taa- n trrwe i +taa- taku+taa - 'back ' 

207 . * tuqa nompu+rne+tuo 0+a+5 o+ua+s o+wa+s a+kwa+s o+kwa+h o+kwa+s i mt i +twu 'o ld ' 

208. * tuqa e+tua- , sib Zing same 
sex; (older 
sib. same se:xj' 

209 . * tuqud e+tur a+de a+t u l  e+tuur a+i  1 a+l e l  a+rur a+rer a+j i 'stand ' 

210 .  *tuRi  e+tr+i ti 1 a+t i r  t i  r+i e+tje+i ' sew, thread ' 

21l . *-nta -nt - t- - t - - t - - t - - t - - t - 'our(incl. ) , 

212 . *nta los tal  d a l  n+te n i-+re i n t+te n Hte 1 n;+t;'r  i n+ta l ' taro ' 

213 .  *ntonu a+to 'straight '  

214 . IuRa na+uu l ,  
19 

n+ul na+ur ' sinew, rope, 
noua+no+u 1 vein ' 

215 . *ut i n  n+u s - n+us i - kwa+n+i  h i - 'penis ' 

216 . *wa i R n+u n+u n+u n+u n+u i i n+wa i 'water ' 

217. *waka no+ua+tn i - n+ok- n+ua- n+uk- n+ua- n+ua - n+ua- ne+xva- 'roo t '  

218. *wa�ka� n+el)O n+i ko 'canoe ' 

219. *waRo no+we i n+wou 'rope ' 

220 .  *yal)O a rme l +ya� ya� 'yellow ' 

19 . Nauu l � 'rope ', nouanou l = 'vein, sinew ' .  
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2 .  H I S TO R I C A L  P HO N O L O G Y  O F  T H E  S N H  L A N G UA G E S  

Con s iderations o f  space , t ime , and the number o f  languages involved 
have prevented me from discussing the full sequence of sound change s 
which have oc curred in the SNH languages in t he same detail a s  Blust 
( see pp .181-234 in this volume ) has done for Buli and Numfor . Ideally , 
a complete de scription of the hi storical phonology of a language or a 
group of language s should inc lude the pre sentation of such a series of  
ordered rule s .  In  thi s section of the paper , howeve r ,  I will  restrict 
myself to the more important aspe c t s  of  rule ordering in the development 
of the phonologies of  the SNH language s .  

I t  wi ll  have been observed from the wordli st s  that c ertain vowe l s  in 
certain pos i t ions are usually lost in the languages I am considering . 

It will thus be conveni ent to divide the discus sion of the hi storical 
phonology i nto three basic group s of  rule s :  

( a )  rule s which operated before the various vowel delet ion rul e s  came 
into force . There are a number of cruc ial rul e s  in this category , and 

I will be at pains to out line both the nature of the rule s and the 
various ordering relations which obtain among them . 

( b )  the vowe l l o s s  rule s themselve s . 

( c ) rule s which began to operate after the vowel l o s s  rul e s  had ceased 

to apply . The se are more numerous and intrins ically l e s s  interest ing 
than the rul e s  ment ioned under ( a )  and ( b ) , and will be dealt with more 
c ursori l y . 

In pre senting these rule s , the abbreviations E ,  T ,  and A after the 
rule indicate that the rule applies  to the Eromangan , Tanna , and Ane ityum 
language s .  Should a rule be more re s tricted in i t s  appl icat ion , t hen 
t he abbreviations for the part icular language or language s will be  used . 
Fol lowing the rule , the numbers refer to the example s in the wordl i st 
which s how the rule ' s  applicat ion . 

2 . 1 . PR E - VOWE L  L OSS R U L ES 

( 1 )  METATHESIS ( E )  
* k i C a > ka C i  : 4 0 ,  4 1 , 4 2 . 

Notes : Thi s rule appears to have applied in NTN and WSN in 4 2 ,  though 
at some later stage ( and certainly after rule ( 4 ) ) .  It has also applied 
in ANT in 4 2 ,  though not in 4 1 . 

( 2 )  * n -VELARISATION ( NTN WSN LEN ) 
* n  > 0 / * q V  ___ , *Vq : 1 0 2 ,  1 4 3 ,  1 9 3 . 

Exceptions :  1 8 3 ;  also 1 2 9  in LEN . 
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Notes :  Appears t o  have app l i ed i n  1 0 2  i n  NVH SWT KWM , and i n  143  i n  ANT . 

May also have applied in Tanna in 146  ( t hough c f .  152  where it has not 
applied ) . 

( 3 )  MEDIAL * V q  LOSS (E T )  
* C 1 V 1 q V 2 > C 1 V 2 : 74 , 7 9 ,  81 , 1 0 9 ,  1l0 ,  158 , 175 , 188 , 1 9 3 , 206 , 

209 . 
Exceptions :  207 ; 158  in ERO and a l l  Tanna ; 175 i n  NTN and LEN ; 2 0 9  in 
WSN . 

Notes : ( 1 )  Also occurs in 142 , 14 3 ,  145 , 146 , 14 7 ,  1 48 , 14 9 ,  1 5 0 ,  151 , 
152 , and 153  i n  c a s e s  where * q -initial words are preceded by a fused 
syllable ( article or verb -ini tiator ) .  

( 2 )  A more general rule delet ing * q  oc curs in ANT . 

( 4 )  * t -SPIRANTISATION ( E  T A )  
* t > s /  __ * i ; *e : 35 , 4 1 ,  4 7 , 8 0 ,  117 , 131 , 188 , 192 , 193 , -

215 . 
Exceptions :  192  i n  ERO , NTN , WSN , LEN . 
Notes : ( 1 )  * t  > KWM h in thi s environment . There are also some cases  
of  ERO and URA h in the data , but recall that in the modern language s 
s and h are now in free variat ion . 

( 2 )  * t  > S in 31 ( ERO ) , 61  ( WSN LEN NVH KWM) , 137  ( ANT ) : i n  each 
case a suffix - i  may be po stulated . 

( 3 )  * t  > h in 186  (ERO) , sugge sting that the poe form was inheri ted 
as * * t e p i n e .  

( 4 )  Note * n t  > s ( o r  h )  in this environment i n  ERO URA in 4 2 ,  and 
* n t  > j in ANT in same item . 

( 5  ) PALATALISATION RULES ( A  T )  
( 5a )  * n > ii I * . 

__ I ,  * e  : ANT 19? , 28 , 8 8 ,  186 . 
( 5 b )  * 1) > ii I * 1  : ANT 141 , 148? , 185 . 
( 5 c ) * 1 > j I * i ; * i # -- : ANT 2 3 ,  37 , 56 , 5 8 , 181 , 193?  

( 5d )  * 1  > 1 I V NTN WSN LEN 2 3 , 56 , 58 , 61 , --[ + h i J ; [ +� i J _ : 84 , 113 , 14 8 ,  177 , 181 , 198 . 
* 1  > i e l sewhere : 5 3 ,  66 , 136 , 199 , 212 . 

Exceptions to ( 5d ) : 24 , 6 0 ,  64 , 6 7 , 1 6 2 ,  1 95 . 

( 6 )  * R-RETENTION ( E  T )  

* R  > { r
1 } / __ * i  : { ERO URA SWT .KWM 8 2 ,  I l l ,  210  

NTN WSN LEN NVH 82 ,  I l l , 210  
Exception : l o st i n  5 0  i n  URA . 
Notes : * R  > 1 in WSN in 8 3 ,  due probably to suffix i .  

65 , 
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( 7 )  * u -FRONTING ( A  NVH )  
( 7a )  * u  > i / * C  C u  : ANT 5 1 ,  14 8 ,  1 7 1 , 2 0 2 ,  2 0 9 .  

Notes : In 51 and 171  the i later become s e b y  regular rule . 
( 7b )  * u  > e / * C  C U i  * q u C  NVH 5 1 , 61 , 1 5 0 ,  151 , 1 5 2 , 205 , 

2 0 9 . 

Exceptions : 6 3 ,  1 4 9  ( * u  > i ) ; 1 6 9 ,  2 0 2  ( * u  > u ) .  

( 8 )  * t -S P IRANTISATION II  ( A )  

* t ,  * n t  > j / * i 4 2 ,  2 0 2 ,  2 0 9 . 

( 9 )  * a -FRONTING ( A )  

* a  > i / C [ +p a I J 28 , 181 . 

Exception : 1 8 5 . 

( 1 0 )  * i w -VOCALISATION ( E )  

* i w > u : 1 0 1 . 

( 1 1 ) *a -RAISING 

( lla ) *a  > e 

Exceptions : 34 , 

( l lb ) * a  > 0 

( E  KWM ) 

/ * [ C 
J -- +co r 

91 ( * a  > i ) ; 

/ __ * C c
C
o r J 

u : E 6 7 ,  

118  ( * a  > 

u : E 1 4 , 

( l l c ) *a > e / * Ca : KWM 1 0 ,  6 4 , 
1 8 2 . 

71 , 7 7 ,  97 , 

a )  . 

6 3 ,  95 , 101 , 

7 6 ,  78 , 98 , 

1 8 4 . 

1 8 7 . 

1 0 5 ,  1 0 7 ,  1 3 2 ,  1 7 4 , 

Exceptions :  2 9 ,  8 9 ,  1 0 2 ,  1 1 6  ( * a  > a in what are probably Polyne s ian 
loans ) ;  21 , 1 3 3  ( * a  > e / * a C ) ; 6 9 ,  7 5 ,  81 . 

( 1 2 )  * p-SHIFT ( T )  

( 12 a )  * p  > k w  / * u : 1 4 , 3 2 ,  1 2 6 , 1 3 0 ,  1 31 ,  1 8 7 , 2 0 0 . 
Exception : 1 2 9 .  

( 1 2b )  * p  > kw / * u  __ : 34 , 1 5 1 . 
Exceptions : 4 9 ,  1 6 9 . 

( 1 2c ) * p  > kw / __ * V C u  : 1 0 6 , 1 2 4 . 
Note : kw i s  subsequently variously re interpreted as u ,  w ,  and k in NTN , 

WSN ,  LEN ,  and KWM ; see section 2 . 3 .  below . 

( 1 3 ) * n -DELETION ( E  T A )  

* n  > '" / *0  u : 1 24 , 1 3 8 . 

( 14 ) FINAL CONSONANT DELETION ( A )  

* C  > '" / # : 1 0 ,  1 3 ,  1 5 , 1 9 ,  3 9 ,  4 6 ,  5 8 ,  5 9 ,  6 0 ,  6 6 ,  7 1 , 7 4 , 75 , 
7 7 ,  7 8 ,  83 , 95 , 96 , 1 0 1 ,  1 0 2 , 1 1 6 , 1 2 6 , 1 4 6 , 1 5 3 ,  
1 5 7 , 16 3 ,  1 6 6 , 1 6 8 , 1 8 3 , 1 8 5 ,  1 8 7 , 1 9 7 ,  2 0 9 ,  2 1 2 , 
2 1 6 . 
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Exceptions : 8 ,  3 7 ,  1 37 , 1 5 6 , 1 8 4 , 1 9 9 . 
Notes : Other SNH languages show sporadic los s  o f  final consonant s ,  as 

follows : 
ERO : 2 9 ,  3 7 , 6 6 ,  1 0 1 , 1 0 3 ,  1 2 7 , 212 , 2 1 6 . 

URA : 101 , 12 9 ,  1 8 5 , 2 1 2 . 

NTN : 3 9 ,  5 8 ? , 6 6 ,  75 , 115 , 1 6 2 ,  2 1 2 , 2 1 5 .  

WSN : 2 9 ,  3 9 , 5 8 , 6 6 , 75 , 115 , 1 6 2 ,  212 . 

LEN : 2 9 ,  3 9 ,  5 8 ,  6 6 ,  7 5 ,  12 9 ,  1 6 2 ,  2 1 2 , 2 1 6 . 

NVH :  2 9 ,  39 , 5 8 ,  6 6 , 75 , 1 2 9 ,  1 6 2 ,  1 7 5 , 212 , 2 1 6 . 

SWT : 3 9 , 5 8 , 6 6 , 7 5 ,  1 6 2 , 1 7 5 , 212 , 216 . 

KWM : 2 9 ,  3 9 ,  58 , 6 6 , 74 , 7 5 ,  1 7 5 , 21 2 .  

Apart from these case s ,  final consonant s are normally retained in all  
SNH language s except ANT . 

( 15 ) * q -DELETION ( A ) 
* q  > e : 9 ,  7 4 , 7 9 ,  8 1 , 1 0 9 , 1 4 3 ,  1 4 4 , 14 6 ,  1 4 7 , 1 4 8 ,  1 5 1 ,  158 , 16 3 ,  

2 0 1 , 2 0 7 , 2 08 ,  2 0 9 . 

Exceptions : 1 4 2 ,  1 5 3  ( * q  > h ) .  

Notes : Final occurrence s  o f  * q  are deleted by rule ( 14 ) .  

( 1 6 ) SPLIT OF * 5  AND * n 5  ( NTN WSN LEN ) 

( 1 6a ) * 5  > 5 / * # a ;  * a  a :  6 9 ,  7 5 ,  1 6 0 ,  1 6 2 ,  1 6 5 . 
Exceptions : 6 9  ( LEN ) , 75 ( WSN LEN ) ( * 5  > h )  

( 16 b ) * n 5  > NTN WSN r ,  LEN t / * # a ;  *a  a :  14 6 ,  1 7 2 , 1 7 4 , 
1 7 5 . 

( 16 c ) * 5 , * n s  > h e l sewhere : 2 0 ,  34 , 6 4 , 9 3 ,  98 , 9 9 ,  1 1 3 , 121 , 14 3 ,  
1 4 5 ,  1 5 2 , 1 7 1 , 1 7 7 , 1 9 0 ,  1 9 1 . 

Exceptions : * 5  > 5 in 1 6 7  ( WSN LEN ) ; * 5  > e in 6 4  ( LEN ) , 1 2 5  and 1 6 9 . 

( 1 7 )  * t -S PLIT ( LEN NVH SWT KWM ) 

( 1 7a )  * t  > t / # :  3 1 ,  1 7 5 . 
Exceptions : lo st in 7 5 ,  also in 1 7 5  ( except LEN ) ; > r in 1 1 4  in LEN . 

( 1 7b ) * t  > LEN SWT KWM r ,  NVH 1 / * #  in kinship terms , when 
morpheme -init ial in the daughter-language : 1 8 2 , 1 9 0 , 2 0 5 . 

( 1 7 c ) * t  > t if morpheme-ini t ial in t he daughter-language : 1 8 1 , 1 8 3 , 
1 8 7 , 191 , 1 9 5 , 1 9 6 ,  1 9 9 , 2 0 6 , 21 0 .  

Exception : * t  > r in 1 8 4  in LEN . 
( 1 7d )  * t  > LEN SWT KWM r ,  NVL 1 ,  e l sewhere : 3 6 , 5 1 , 7 6 , 7 8 ,  8 1 , 85 , 

9 1 , 115 , 1 4 0 ,  15 3 ,  1 8 9 ,  1 9 4 , 2 0 0 , 2 0 9 .  
Exceptions : * t  > t i n  7 9 ,  8 9 ,  1 1 6 , 1 9 9  ( SWT ) ,  2 0 0  ( NVH SWT ) , and 2 1 0  
( SWT ) ; 

* t > 5 in 1 9 7 , 1 9 8 ;  
* t > e i n  1 6 2 , 2 0 9  ( LEN ) ; 
* t > LEN e ,  NVH SWT KWM kw in 202 , 207 . 
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Each of these rule s must precede the rules o f  Vowel Lo s s ,  and , in 
part icular , rule ( 1 9 ) , which del e t e s  final vowe l s . The list  which 
follows shows this by predicting non-atte sted output s of t he reverse 

ordering relat ion . Thus the first line i s  to be read as follows : "Rule 

( 1 )  precedes the Vowel Lo s s  Rule , sinc e 4 2 .  * k i n ta yiel d s  ERO koh and 
not the predic t ed but non-attested form * * k i n t " .  

( 1 )  4 2  * k i n t a  > ERO koh ; if not , > * * k i n t .  

( 3 )  1 8 8  * t a q e  > ERO s i - ; if not , > * * ta - .  

( 4 ) 8 0  * ma t e  > ERO ma h ;  if not , > **ma t . 

( S a )  2 8  * ka n i  > ANT x i n ;  i f  not , > * * xa n . 

( S b )  1 4 1  * � po � i  > ANT n e +p e n ; if not , > * * n e +p e � .  

( Sc ) 2 3  * k a l i > ANT a +x j + i ; i f  not , > * * a +x l + i . 

( Sd )  2 3  * ka l  i > WSN e l ; i f  not , > ** e l . 

( 6 )  8 2  *ma u R i  > ERO mo r ;  if not , > * * mo . 

( 7a )  2 0 2  * t u d u  > ANT n i +j l - ;  if not , > * * n V + t u - .  
( 7b )  S l  * k u t u  > NVH k e l ; if not , > * * ku l . 

( 8 )  4 2  * k a n t i  « * k i n t a  by Rule ( 1 ) )  > ANT a +ka j - ;  if not , > * * a + k a t - .  

( 9 )  28  * ka n i  > ANT x i n ;  if not , > * * xa ii .  

( lla ) 9 7  * n a t u  > ERO n e t - ; i f  not , > * * n a t - . 

( ll b ) 14 * nd a p u  > ERO p e n + t o p ; i f  not , > * * pe n + ta p . 

( l lc ) 1 8 2  * t a ma > KWM re m - ;  if not , > * * r a m - (or * * r �m - ) .  

( 1 2a ) 14 * n d a p u  > NVH n � m+l a kw ;  if not , > * * n �m+ l a v . 

( 12b ) l S l  *q u p i  > NVH n + e k w ;  i f  not , > * * n +e v . 

( 1 2c ) 1 2 4  * p o n u  > NVH i a +kw ; if not , > * * i a +v .  

( 1 3 )  1 24 * p o n u  > ANT n a +h o u ; i f  not , > * * n a +ho . 

( 1 4 ) 7 1  *ma n u k  > ANT i n +ma n ;  i f  not , > * * i n +ma n u . 

( lS )  7 9  *ma - ta q u  > ANT i n +ma t a - ;  if not , > * * i n +ma t o u - . 

( 16 a )  6 9  *ma -ma s a  > WSN a +ma s ;  i f  not , > * * a +ma h .  

( 1 7 d )  S l  * k u t u  > LEN k u r ;  if not , > * * k u t . 

The following cruc ial int ernal ordering requirements are al so 
apparent . ( Statement s like the first line are to be read as follows : 
" Rule ( 1 )  precedes rule ( 4 ) s ince 4 2 .  *k i n t a yields ERO ko h ;  i f  rule 
( 4 )  pre ceded rule ( 1 ) ,  the predic ted out come would be the non-at tested 
form * * ka n t " . ) 

1 , 4 : 
2 , 3 :  
3 , 4 :  
4 , 7 & 8 : 
4 , 1 7 : 

S ,  9 :  
7 , 8 :  

4 2  * k i n t a > ERO koh ; if 4 , 1 ,  then * * k a n t . 

1 9 3  * t i n a q e  > LEN n f +s �a a - ;  if 3 , 2 ,  then * * n � +s na a - .  

1 8 8  * ta q e  > ERO s i - ; if 4 , 3 ,  then * * t i - . 

2 0 2  * t u d u  > ANT n i +j i - ; if 7 &8 , 4 ,  then * * n i +s i - . 

3S * ka t i > LEN k � s ; i f  1 7 , 4 ,  then * * k t r . 

28 * k a n i  > ANT x i n ;  if 9 , S ,  then * * xa ii . 

2 0 2  * t u d u  > ANT n i +j i - ; i f  8 , 7 ,  then * * n i + t i - .  
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7 , 15 :  209  * t u q u d  > ANT a +j i ;  if 15 , 7 ,  then * * a + t u . 

1 0 , 11b : 101 * pa k i wa k  > ERO n e +m pou ; if llb , l O ,  then * * n e +m p a u .  

2 . 2 .  VOW EL LOSS RU LES 

There are three maj or rul e s  by which vowe l s  ( or ,  occasionally , 
syl lable s )  are lost in the SNH languag e s . 

( 1 8 ) PRETONIC VOWEL LOSS ( E  T A )  

7 3 9  

All antepenult imate vowe l s  are lo st  i n  words o f  four o r  more syl­
lable s ,  providing the antepenultimate vowel is not a member o f  a 

vowe l c luster . That i s ,  
. • .  ( e )  v e v e  V ( e )  v ( e )  # 

+ 
o 

( 1 9 ) F INAL VOWEL LOSS ( E T A )  
The final vowel o f  a root is  lost i f  it i s  in morpheme -final p o s ition , 
and i f  it i s  preceded by a consonant or by any vowe l e xcept *a . 

That i s ,  
v *,V > 0 I e _ [ - s eg J ;  L 1 0 J _ [ - s e g J .  

Note : In ANT the vowe l i s  not lost if  a suffix fol lows : i . e .  vowe l s  are 
only lost in absolute final posit ion . 

There are numerou s  examp l e s  of both o f .  the se rule s in the l i st s ,  and 
only a few e xcept ions , many o f  which c an be explained a s  being loan­
words and not as inherited etyma . An example or two o f  the operation 
o f  the se two rule s  i s  given below : 

2 3  * V+ k a l i + i  

V +k  1 i + i  

V +k l + i 

ERO o+x l + i  

RULE ( 18 )  
RULE ( 19 )  

OTHER CHANGES 

56 * n a + l i m a + ii a  

n a + l m a + ii a  

n a + l m+" 

LEN n e + l m - n 

There i s  al so a cons iderable number o f  c a s e s  where t he final vowe l i s  
retained , but with a supporting con sonant . The se inc lude : 2 ,  16 , 32 , 
3 6 ,  5 6 , 5 7 ,  6 7 , 7 9 ,  81 , 84 , 8 9 ,  9 0 ,  9 8 ,  9 9 ,  107 , 111 , 11 3 ,  1 3 0 ,  134 , 
135 , 139 , 14 0 ,  150 , 159 , 180 , 181 , 192 , 2 07 . In certain c a se s ,  t he 
final consonant i s  an obvious suffix o f  some kind ; in other case s , it 
i s  a retention of a PAN final consonant ; in yet other s , I am unable to 
explain the pre sence o f  the consonant . 

( 2 0 )  REDUPLICATION S IMPLIFICATION ( E  T )  
C i V j C i Vj e x # > C , Vj # : 39 , 68 , 83 . 

Exception : 4 4  ( p o s sibly a loan ) . 
Note : This rule may be ordered b e fore ( 1 9 )  in NTN , s ince NTN los e s  t he 

final vowel as well . 
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2 . 3 .  POST - VOWEL  LOSS R U L ES 

I have not attempted to order the rul e s  which applied after the 
rul e s  o f  vowel lo s s .  In many cases , suc h ordering is not apparent from 
the data available , and mo st of the se rules  concern the interpretation 

of single poe segment s with little or no regard to their phonological 
environment . Accordingly , I will take a more tradit ional approach here , 
and look at the deve lopment o f  part icular poe proto-phonemes in the SNH 

language s .  

PROTO-OCEANIC * p , * m p , AND * Q P  
Exc luding cases  o f  poe * p  handled by the * p -SHIFT and FINAL CONSONANT 

DELETION rule s ,  the following rule seems fairly general : 

* p  > ERO , URA v - , - v - ,  - p  
> All Tanna v - , -v - ,  - v  
> ANT h - ,  - h - ,  - f1! 

Examples : 1 4 , 2 9 ,  3 0 ,  31 , 34 , 58 , 7 3 , 74 , 92 , 1 0 2 ,  1 0 5 , 1 0 7 , 1 0 9 ,  1 1 0 , 
111 , 1 1 3 ,  114 , 118 , 1 1 9 , 1 2 0 ,  121 , 1 2 2 , 1 2 3 , 1 2 4 , 1 2 5 , 1 2 6 , 1 2 7 , 1 2 8 , 
1 3 0 , 1 3 1 , 15 1 ,  1 5 4 , 1 5 5 , 1 7 6 , 18 6 ,  1 8 7 , 2 0 0 . 

In addition , case s o f  kw which derive from * p -SHIFT develop as 
follows : 
kw > NTN - f1! - near a ,  - u - e l sewhere , - p  

> WSN - U - ,  - u  
> LEN - U - ,  - u  o r  -w 
> KWM -k  after u ,  otherwi se kw 

Example s : 1 4 , 32 , 34 , 1 0 6 , 1 2 4 , 1 2 6 , 1 3 0 , 151 , 1 8 7 , 2 0 0 . 
There are certain exceptions to these rule s .  Some c learly show that 

what is reconstruc ted as *p is behaving as if  it were *mp , and will be 
l e ft unt il later . Other exceptions : 
* p  > u : 58 ( WSN LEN NVH SWT ) , 1 0 3  ( ERO ) ,  1 0 7  (NTN WSN LEN SWT ) , 1 0 9  

( NTN KWM ) , 1 1 3  ( KWM ) , 1 1 7  ( NVH SWT ) , 1 2 0  (,LEN NVH ) ,  1 2 1  ( NTN 
LEN NVH SWT ) . 

* p > f ( or v h ) : 117 ( KWM ) , 1 0 2  and 1 1 6  in Tanna and ANT . 
* p > P : 9 0  ( LEN ) , 1 05 ( ANT ) , 1 2 0  ( SWT KWM ) . 
* p > - h  : 7 3  ( ANT ) . 
* p > f1! : 3 3  ( ERO URA ) , 74 ( KWM ) , 1 6 9  Tanna . 

poe * Q P  > NTN mp , WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT p in the one word in whi c h  
it o c c ur s  ( 14 1 ) ;  there are n o  ERO or URA reflexe s . 

poe * m p  oc curs in the following e t yma : 3 3 ,  6 3 ,  1 3 2 , 1 3 3 ,  1 34 , 1 35 , 
1 3 6 ,  1 3 7 , 1 3 8 , 1 3 9 ,  1 4 0 ,  1 4 4 , 205 . In addition , poe * p  behaves l ike 
*mp in 4 9 ,  101 , 1 04 , 1 1 2 ,  115 , 1 5 6 , and also in 1 0 0  and 1 2 9  in all  
e xc ept ERO and URA , where * p  > v .  ( Note also * m p  > ERO v in 1 36 . ) 
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Apart from URA , each language has a t  least two reflexes o f  POC *mp : 
ERO mp , pw , and p ;  NTN m p , mpw , pw , and p ;  the other Tanna language s 

pw and p ;  and ANT b and p .  URA shows only b ,  but this corre sponds in 
each case to ERO mp . There i s  a sugges t ion that some o c c urrenc e s  of 
the velari sed stop ( variously written a s  pw , m pw , and b )  developed 
adj acent to POC * u ,  but there is no firm evidence for this . 

PROTO-OCEANIC * t  AND * n t  

All c a s e s  o f  poe * t  occurring in mo st o f  the Tanna language s are 
handled by the rul e s  of * t -SPIRANTISATION and * t -SPLIT . 

In ERO , URA , NTN , WSN ,  and ANT , certain cases  o f  POC * t  are handled 
by the rul e s  o f  * t -SPIRANTISATION , * t -SPIRANTISATION I I ,  and F INAL 
CONSONANT DELETION . For the other case s , the fo llowing general rule 
applie s :  
* t - > URA d 
* - t - , * - t  > URA t 
* t  > ERO NTN WSN ANT t 

Examples : 36 , 4 1 ,  5 1 ,  76 , 77 , 7 8 ,  7 9 ,  81 , 85 , 9 8 ,  91 , 9 7 ,  114 , 115 , 
116 , 118 , 1 4 0 ,  15 3 ,  175 , 178 , 179 , 180 , 181 , 182 , 183 , 184 , 185 , 186 , 
1 8 7 ,  1 9 0 ,  1 91 ,  194 , 199 , 200 , 2 0 2 ,  203 , 204 , 205 , 206 , 207 , 208 , 2 0 9 ,  
210 . 

There are a few e xc ept ions to these rule s ,  a s  follows : 
* t  > 5 ( or h )  : 50  ( URA ) , 61 ( NTN WSN ) ,  137  ( ANT ) , 186 ( ERO ) , 197 (N'IN WSN 

ANT ) , 198 ( ERO URA NTN WSN ANT ) 
* t  > j : 2 01 ( ANT ) . 
* t - > t : 202  ( URA ) . 
* t  > NTN WSN 0 : 75 , 2 0 2 ,  207 . 
* t  > r : 31 ( NTN WSN ) ,  79  ( WSN ) ,  199  ( WSN ) . 
* t  > k : 1 99  ( NTN ) . 

Case s o f  POC * n t  not ac counted for by * t -SPIRANTISATION I I  develop 
according to t he fo llowing general rule : 
* n t  > t in all language s .  
Examples : 38 , 4 2 ,  123 , 211 , 212 , 213 . 
The following are exceptional : 
* n t  > ERO - n t  : 211 . 
* n t  > URA d - : 212 . 
* n t  > ERO , URA 5 ( or h )  : 4 2 . ( Thi s .  occur s  before * i , and i s  s imi lar 

to the * t -SPIRANTISATION II  rule in ANT ) . 

PROTO-OCEANIC *d  AND * n d  
Exc ept for cases  t o  which FINAL CONSONANT DELETION applie s ,  poe * d  

behave s a s  follows : 
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* d - > NTN WSN LEN i 

* - d - ,  * -d > NTN WSN LEN 
* d > ERO d - , - r - ,  - r 

> URA NVH 
> SWT KWM ANT r 

Examples :  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  11 , 1 2 ,  1 3 ,  16 , 1 7 , 21 , 3 2 ,  74 , 1 0 0 , 1 6 0 , 
1 6 9 , 2 0 2 , 2 0 9 . 

The following cases  are except ional : 

* d  > ERO - d  : 5 .  

*d > r : 74  ( URA ) , 2 0 9  ( WSN ) . 

* d  > ANT 0 : 74 , 2 0 2 . 
* d > NTN WSN t , LEN r : 1 0 0 . 
* d  > NTN LEN NVH SWT KWM t ,  WSN r : 1 0 . 
* d  > ANT j : 1 O ,  1 1 ,  1 3 .  

There are only two cases  o f  poe * n d  i n  the s e  data . In 1 4 , * n d  > 

ERO NTN WSN t ,  NVH I ,  LEN SWT KWM r ;  in 15 , * n d  > ANT 1 .  

PROTO-OCEANIC * k  AND * Qk 
poe * k  i s  lost in all languages in 2 9  ( final * - k  only ) ,  31 , and 3 2 .  

Excluding cases  o f  * k  in ANT l o st by FINAL CONSONANT DELETION , the 
following general statement s can be made : 

1 )  LEN and ANT have a single rule : 
* k  > LEN k ,  ANT x 

Examples : 1 8 , 21 , 22 , 2 3 ,  24 , 25 , 26 , 27 , 2 8 ,  29 , 3 0 ,  3 3 ,  34 , 35 , 3 6 ,  

37 , 38 , 3 9 ,  4 1 ,  4 2 ,  4 3 ,  4 5 ,  4 6 ,  4 7 , 4 8 ,  4 9 ,  51 , 71 , 7 7 ,  95 , 1 01 ,  1 1 9 ,  

1 2 2 , 1 5 1 , 1 8 0 ,  1 9 4 , 1 9 5 , 1 9 6 , 1 9 7 , 21 7 .  
The following are exceptional : 
* k  > 0 : 2 3  ( LEN ) , 4 9  (ANT ) , 6 3  (LEN ANT ) , 7 5  ( LEN ANT ) , 1 91 ( LEN ) . 
* k  > ANT k 
* k  > ANT j 

38 (probably a PN loan ) . 
25 . 

2 )  ERO and URA show a complex s ituat ion : 
* k - > ERO k ,  URA 9 in pronouns : 2 5 ,  26 , 4 2 ,  4 3 . 
* k - > URA w before * u  : 5 0 ,  51 . 
Otherwise , each language has three reflexes for which I am as yet unab le 
to find the condit ioning : 
* k  > x 1 8 ,  21 , 2 3 ,  2 9 ,  4 0 ,  4 1 ,  5 1  ( URA w ) , 6 3 ,  71 ( URA k ) ,  95 , 1 7 3 , 

191  ( URA 0 ) . 
* k  > k 
* k  > 0 

34 , 3 7 ,  1 7 9 ,  2 0 3 . 
2 2 ,  28 ( URA k ) ,  4 9 ,  7 7 ,  101 , 1 9 4 , 217 . 

3 )  The other Tanna language s apart from LEN al so show a complex 
situation . There appear to be two basic patterns : 
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* k  > NTN WSN NVH SWT KWM k : 1 8 ,  21 , 24 , 25 , 2 6 ,  3 9 ,  4 2 ,  4 3 ,  4 8 ,  1 8 0 ,  
1 95 , 1 9 6 , 1 9 7 . 

In add i t ion,  * k  > k in NTN and WSN only in 3 6  and 4 4 ,  in NVH and SWT 
only in 1 7 3 , and in NVH only in 4 9 .  
* k  > NTN WSN � ,  NVH SWT KWM 0 : 2 2 ,  3 3 ,  71 , 7 5  (WSN 0 ) ,  1 9 4 . 

I am unable to explain the conditioning o f  thes e  s e t s  o f  reflexe s ,  
nor can I explain the fol lowing variations on the pat t erns : 
* k  > NTN WSN NVH SWT KWM 0 : 28 , 3 5 ,  1 5 3 . 
* k  > NTN WSN � ,  NVH SWT k ,  KWM 0 : 3 8  ( NTN k ) ,  51 , 95 . 
* k  > NTN WSN 0 ,  NVH SWT k ,  KWM 0 : 2 3 ,  6 3 , 1 91 .  
* k  > NTN WSN k ,  NVH SWT KWM 0 : 34 , 217  (WSN 0 ) .  
* k  > WSN � ,  NVH KWM k : 29 . 

poe * � k occur s only in 5 2 ,  in which it i s  reflected a s  ERO � and a s  
k i n  the other language s .  It i s  probable that the * k  in 1 3 2  i s  being 
treated as * � k , due to the � in the ERO reflex . 

PROTO-OCEANIC *m AND * �m 
Except where *m has been deleted in ANT by FINAL CONSONANT DELETION , 

the following general rule appli e s : 
*m > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT m 
Example s :  1 ,  1 9 ,  25 , 2 6 , 4 8 ,  5 6 , 6 1 ,  6 2 ,  6 3 ,  6 4 , 6 5 ,  6 6 ,  6 7 ,  6 8 , 6 9 ,  7 0 ,  
71 , 7 2 ,  7 3 , 74 , 75 , 7 6 ,  7 7 ,  7 8 ,  7 9 ,  8 0 ,  81 , 8 2 ,  8 3 ,  84 , 85 , 8 6 ,  95 , 1 4 9 ,  
174 , 1 8 2 ,  1 8 4 , 1 8 9 . 

There are c ertain except ional cases  where the reflex o f  *m i s  mw 
( ANT ffi ) : 1 9  ( LEN KWM ) , 48 (WSN LEN ) ,  6 3  (WSN LEN KWM ANT ) , 7 9  ( NTN LEN 
KWM ) , 85 ( KWM ) , 95 ( WSN KWM) , 9 6  (ANT ) , 1 4 9  ( LEN SWT ) , 1 5 0  ( a l l  Tanna ) ,  
1 8 4  ( KWM ) . In many o f  the se c a se s , the *m o c c ur s  adj acent to * u ;  how­
ever , there are other case s ( e . g .  6 1 , 8 6 , etc . )  where *m adj acent to * u  
become s m and not mw (or ffi ) . 

There are only four cases  o f  poe * �m in t he se data : 87 , 8 8 ,  8 9 ,  and 
1 5 7 . ERO shows only m ,  and WSN LEN and KWM show only mw as the reflex 
o f  * � m ;  NTN , NVH , and SWT show mw in some word s and m in others , while 
ANT shows m in some and ffi in others . 

PROTO-OCEANIC * n ,  * n ,  AND * �  
Various occurrence s  o f  the se pro t o -phoneme s are subj e c t  t o  the rules 

o f  * n -VELARISATION , PALATALISATION , * n -DELETION , and FINAL CONSONANT 
DELETION . Other cases  of * n  develop ac cording to the following rule : 
* n  > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT n .  
Example s :  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 9 ,  2 7 ,  28 , 4 5 ,  6 5 ,  71 , 88 , 9 0 ,  91 , 92 , 9 3 , 1 0 2 ,  1 0 3 , 
1 0 4 , 1 0 5 , 1 0 6 , 1 0 8 , 1 1 9 , 1 2 0 ,  12 9 ,  1 3 7 ,  1 5 2 , 1 7 4 , 1 8 4 , 1 8 6 , 1 9 2 , 1 9 3 ,  
1 9 7 , 2 0 4 . 
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The following are exceptional case s : 
* n  > e 93  ( Tanna ) ,  105 ( URA ) , 129  ( URA ) , 184 ( NTN ) , 192  ( NTN WSN ANT) , 

213  ( ANT ) ,  215 ( NTN SWT KWM ) . 
* n  > � : 143  ( ANT ) , 146  ( Tanna ) .  
* n  > n : 19  ( ANT ; by metathe s i s  and PALATALISATION ? ) .  

There i s  no consi s t ent reflex for POC * n . In 7 2 ,  * n  > ERO n ,  LEN � .  
� in all language s .  In 95 , * n  > i or In 94 , *ii 

y in ERO , 
( ANT ) and 

> n ,  while in 199  * n  > 
URA , and ANT , and e in 
97  ( ERO ) . 

Tanna . POC * n  also become s  n in 96 

POC *�  develop s according to the following rule : 
* �  > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT � .  
Examples : 4 ,  11 , 2 0 ,  5 3 ,  5 7 ,  98 , 9 9 ,  107 , 1 3 0 ,  133 , 1 41 ,  148 , 166 , 181 , 
185 , 220 . 
The following are exception s : 
* �  > n 4 9  ( ERO LEN NVH ANT ) , 141 ( NTN WSN LEN SWT KWM ) . 
* �  > e : 98 ( LEN KWM ) ; also in all  Tanna language s in 115 , 116 , 1 6 2 ,  

and 218  - i n  each o f  the se cases , * �  is  final i n  POC ; however , 
4 and 20  are example s o f  POC final * - �  being retained . 

PROTO-OCEANIC * 5  AND * n 5  
Cases o f  POC * 5  and * n 5  i n  NTN , WSN ,  and LEN develop according to 

t he SPLIT OF * 5  AND * n 5  rule . 
In the other Tanna language s ,  the following rule s apply : 

* 5 - > NVH SWT KWM 5 
Examples : 1 6 0 ,  1 6 2 ,  1 6 5 ,  1 6 7 ,  171 . 
* - 5 - > NVH SWT - h - , - 5  
Examples : 2 0 ,  6 9 ,  75 , 113 , 145 . 
* - 5 - > KWM 5 ( 2 0 ,  7 5 ,  145 ) ,  h ( 6 9 ,  9 9 ,  113 ) ,  e ( 64 )  - conditioning not 
apparent . 
* n 5  > NVH SWT h ,  KWM 5 

Examples : 2 ,  34 , 9 3 ,  98 , 121 , 146 , 15 2 ,  172 , 173 , 1 7 5 ,  177 , 1 9 0 ,  191 . 
The following are except ions to the se rule s : 

* 5 - > NVH SWT KWM e : 169 . 
* 5 - > NVH SWT h : 171 . 
* - 5 - > NVH SWT e : 64  ( al so lost in KWM ) . 
* n 5  > e : 121 ( KWM ) , 146  ( SWT ) , 173  ( SWT ) , and also in 125 and 171 in 

NVH SWT KWM . 
* n 5  > KWM h : 14 6 ,  175 . 
* n 5  > SWT KWM t : 174 (probably a loan ) . 

In ERO and URA the following rule s apply : 
* 5 ,  * n 5  > ERO URA e adj acent to * i  : 6 ,  98 , 121 , 19l . 
* 5 ,  * n 5  > ERO URA 5 ( or h )  e l sewhere : 2 ,  34 , 6 9 ,  159 ,  161 , 165 , 1 7 2 ,  

173 . 
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The only except ion i s  the l o s s  o f  * 5  i n  1 7 5  i n  URA . 
In AN'!' t he following rule s apply : 

* 5  > ANT 9 / ___ * a ; ___ * u ;  * u  ___ : 7 5 ,  1 4 3 ,  1 6 3 ,  164 , 1 7 0 ,  171 . 
* 5  > ANT 5 e l sewhere : 4 6 ,  54 , 1 6 6 , 168 . 

* n 5  > ANT 9 : 34 , 9 3 ,  121 , 1 2 2 , 14 6 ,  1 7 1 , 1 7 2 ,  1 7 6 . 

The only except ions are * 5  > 5 ( for expected 9 )  i n  6 9 ,  and the l o s s  of  
* n 5  in 2 7 . 

PROTO-OCEANIC * 1  AND * R  
All  case s o f  * 1  i n  NTN , WSN ,  and LEN , and some case s i n  ANT , deve l op 

according t o  the PALATALISATION RULES . Otherwi se , the fol lowing general 
rule applie s : 
* 1  > ERO URA NVH ANT 1 ,  SWT KWM r 

Examples : 24 , 5 3 , 5 4 , 5 5 ,  5 6 , 5 7 ,  5 8 ,  5 9 ,  6 0 ,  61 , 6 4 , 6 5 , 6 6 ,  6 7 , 84 , 
1 1 3 , 1 2 7 , 1 2 8 , 1 3 6 , 14 2 ,  1 4 8 , 1 6 2 , 1 6 8 , 1 7 7 , 181 , 195 , 1 9 8 , 1 9 9 , 212 . 
The following are excep t ions : 
* 1  > '" : 37 ( ERO ) , 6 6  ( ANT ) , 1 9 9  ( NVH  SWT KWM ) . 
* 1  > ERO URA r : 4 0 ,  5 6  ( in meaning ' fiv e ' only ) ,  6 5 ,  6 6 . 
* 1  > KWM i : 6 l . 
* 1  > ANT j : 87 , 1 9 8 . 

poe * R  i s  retained as r in ERO , URA , SWT, and KWM , and as 1 in NTN , 
WSN , LEN , and NVH , before * i in 8 2 ,  111 , and 2 1 0 ; see the * R-RETENTION 
rule . In other environments in the se language s ,  the following rule 
operat e s :  
* R  > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM '" 
Examples : 1 0 ,  8 3 ,  1 1 0 , 1 5 7 , 1 5 8 , 1 8 7 , 1 8 9 ,  2 1 6 , 2 1 9 . 
The following are e xc eptional in that * R  is retained a s  1 or r : 1 7  
( al l  Tanna ) ,  8 3  ( WSN LEN , one form only ) ,  1 5 4  ( ERO ) , 2 1 4  ( NTN LEN SWT ) . 

The * R -RETENTION rule doe s  not operate in ANT ; instead , t he following 
rule operat e s : 
* R  > ANT "' .  
Examples : 1 0 ,  8 2 ,  8 3 ,  96 , 1 5 5 , 1 5 7 , 1 5 7 , 1 5 8 , 1 7 0 ,  1 8 7 , 2 1 9 . 
* R  i s  irregularly retained as r in 1 1 1 , a s  1 in 112 , and as j in 1 5 6  
and 2 1 0  

PROTO-OCEANIC * q , *w , AND * y  
Mo st c a s e s  of  poe * q  are deleted by the rule s o f  MEDIAL * V q  LOSS i n  

Eromanga and Tanna , and b y  t h e  FINAL CONSONANT DELETION and * q -DELETION 
rul e s  in ANT . The se account for all c a s e s  of * q  in ANT . 

Non-medial occurrenc e s  of * q  are handled by the following rule in 
Eromanga and Tanna : 8 

* q  > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM '" 
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Examples : 1 0 ,  6 0 ,  7 8 , 1 0 2 ,  1 26 ,  1 2 7 , 1 2 9 , 1 4 2 ,  1 4 3 ,  1 4 5 , 1 4 6 ,  1 4 7 , 14 8 ,  

1 4 9 ,  1 5 0 , 1 5 1 , 1 5 2 , 1 5 3 , 1 5 7 , 1 6 5 , 1 8 3 . 
There are only a few case s o f  poe *w in my data . The following rule 

appears to be accurate : 

*w - > ANT w 

* - w - > ANT v 

*w > ERO WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM u ,  URA u or w ,  NTN 0 
Examples :  2 ,  37 , 5 5 ,  7 2 ,  14 2 ,  2 1 6 ,  2 1 7  (by  metathe s i s  in ANT ) , 2 1 9 . 
The following are except ional : 

*w > 0 : 72 ( LEN ) , 218  (WSN LEN ) . 
*w > LEN w ,  NVH SWT KWM kw : 4 .  
* -w - > ANT w : 37 . 

There i s  only one case o f  poe * y  in these data ; it i s  re fle c t e d  a s  
y in URA and ANT ( 2 20 ) .  

PROTO-OCEANIC *e  AND * 0  

There are very few cases  o f  poe * e  which are retained i n  the SNH 
languages , mo st occurrences being lo st by one of the Vowel Lo ss  rule s .  
What reflexes there are show no cons i s t ency : there i s  only one case in 
ERO , 4 9 ,  where *e  > a ;  there are only two in ANT , with * e  > a in 1 and 
*e > 0 in 4 9 .  In Tanna , * e  i s  reflected in 4 9 ,  1 2 5 , 134 , 1 8 8 , and 1 9 3 , 

and the following reflexe s are found : a ,  au , 0 ,  ee , i ,  and u .  
The situat ion wit h poe *0 i s  a lit tle c learer . In ANT , the following 

rule applie s : 
* 0  > ANT e 

Examples : 1 1 , 4 5 , 4 6 , 8 7 , 1 2 2 ,  1 3 7 , 1 4 1 , 1 5 5 , 1 9 4 , 1 9 7 , 1 9 8 , 1 9 9 . 

There are a few e xcept ional occurrence s :  i in 1 1  and 14 1 ;  0 in 3 8 ,  5 8 ,  
1 2 4 , 2 0 0 , and 2 1 3 ; a i n  4 7  and 2 01 ;  u in 1 38 , 1 5 3 , and 2 1 9 ;  and uo in 
1 6 8 . In 5 9 ,  *oa > a u .  

In ERO and URA , * 0  > u finally :  6 5 ,  124 , 1 3 5 . The medial reflexes 
are confused : e in 1 94 and 1 98 ; a in 4 5 ,  9 2 ,  and 1 1 0 ;  0 in 1 9 9 ; and i 
in 1 3 5 . 

The following rul e s  s eem t o  apply in Tanna : 
*0 > u / # ; w ,  kw , u : 3 8 ,  4 4 , 6 5 ,  2 0 0 . 
*0 > e / V : 1 2 5 . 
*0 > a b e fore a suffix : 14 5 ,  15 3 ,  1 9 9 . 
* 0  > i- / C #  : 36 , 1 4 1 , 1 94 , 1 96 , 1 9 7 , 1 9 8 , and also in 1 1  ( NVH SWT ) 

and 8 4  ( LEN NVH ) . 
*0 > i- ( KWM e )  elsewhere 4 4 , 8 5 , 1 4 0 ,  14'5 , 1 4 9 , and also in 11 ( KWM)  

and 84 (WSN ) . 
There are a few except ions to these rule s :  *0 i s  reflected a s  0 (probably 
through loaning ) in 24 , 9 0 , and 1 9 5 ; and *0 has irregular reflexes in at 
least one Tanna language in 4 4 , 84 , 8 5 , 1 3 5 , 14 5 ,  1 9 8 , and 1 9 9 . 
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PROTO-OCEANIC * i  
In Eromanga , those cases  o f  poe * i  which are re tained develop b y  the 

following rule : 
* i  > ERO e / * p  * p  : 74 , 1 2 1 , 1 8 6 . 
* i > ERO URA i e l sewhere : 1 6 ,  2 2 ,  26 , 5 6 ,  65 , 8 3 ,  92 , 9 8 , 1 2 0 ,  1 9 2 , 1 9 3 . 

There are a few e xcept ions : * i  > URA e ( 5 6 , 5 7 ) ;  * i  > ERO u ( 181 ) ;  * i  > 
URA 0 ( 74 ) ;  and * i  lost ( ERO 1 91 ) .  

In ANT , poe * i  i s  refl e c t ed a s  i before a morpheme-boundary ( but not 
if the first phoneme after the morpheme-boundary i s  i ) :  2 2 ,  8 3 ,  1 7 2 , 
1 9 2 , 2 1 6 . El s ewhere , poe * i  i s  refle c t ed as e : 3 9 ,  4 1 ,  1 0 1 , 1 2 1 , 1 4 3 ,  
1 7 6 , 1 8 6 ,  2 1 0 . There are a few exceptions t o  this latter rule : * i  > i 
in 1 8 ,  1 9 ,  and 38 ; * i  > 0 in 3 7  and 1 2 2 ;  and * i  > a in 1 6 . 

In the Tanna language s ,  * i  i s  usual ly reflected a s  T in a c losed 
unstre s sed final syllable after a consonant : 3 0 , 31 , 56 , 8 4 , 1 1 3 , 1 2 0 . 
Elsewhere , it i s  reflected a s  i :  1 6 , 1 8 ,  21 , 2 2 ,  26 , 3 8 ,  3 9 ,  4 2 ,  6 5 ,  
8 3 ,  1 1 1 , 1 1 3 ,  1 2 0 ,  1 6 7 ,  1 7 2 , 1 9 0 ,  1 91 , 1 9 2 ,  1 9 3 , 21 5 ,  216 . There are 
few e xc ept ions to these rule s , and mo st of the s e  involve the as s imila­
tion o f  * i  to the other vowel in i hV or V h i c lusters ( c f .  1 21 , 1 9 0 ,  and 
1 91 in NTN , WSN ,  LEN , SWT , and KWM ) . 

PROTO-OCEANIC * u  
Recall that certain occurrenc e s  o f  poe * u  were fronted b y  the rule 

of * u -FRONTING in NVH and ANT . With a few except ions , the following 
rule s app l y  in other case s : 
* u  > ANT 0 in a morpheme-final syllable which inc lude s  a labial con son­

ant ( 34 ,  6 3 ,  1 3 1 , 1 5 7 , 1 8 4 , 20 5 ) . 
* u  > NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM T in a c losed final syl lable . 
* u  > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT u e l sewhere . 

PROTO-OCEANIC * a  
As with poe * u , there are a large number o f  oc currenc e s  o f  poe * a ,  

and I will not attempt t o  detail example s o f  each reflex . Recall also 
t hat certain occurrence s  of * a  have already been dealt with by the * a ­
FRONTING and *a -RAISING rule s ( b y  which * a  become s ANT i ,  ERO URA e and 
0 ,  and KWM e in various environment s ) ,  and al so by the Vowel Los s  rule s .  

There i s  a t endency in t he Tanna language s for * a  to reduce to T in 
a final c lo sed syllable ; similarly , there appears to be a rule in URA 
whereby *a > e adj acent to � ( 5 3 ,  57 , 1 0 7 ,  1 8 1 , 1 85 ) .  Otherwi se , the 
fol lowing rule is fairly general : 
* a  > ERO URA NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT a .  
Of the e xcept ional case s ,  many show evidence o f  rai sing b e fore a syllable 
containing * i , or rai sing or rounding before a syllable containing * u .  
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The se rule s  are reminiscent o f  the *a -RAISING rule in Eromanga , although 
it is only in ERO and URA that such rul e s  operate with any consi stency . 

2 . 4 .  SUMMAR Y  

I t  i s  difficult to summari se the various rul e s  discus sed i n  2 . 1 .  
through 2 . 3 .  into a table , due to the fac t  that many o f  them apply in 
sequent ial order . However , it will be useful for the discussion in 
t he next s e c t ion for some summary of the observat ions in t hi s  section 
to be  pre s ented in a conc i se and consultable form . 

The fol lowing table attemp t s  to do that . I have omit ted all irregu­
lar refle xe s ,  and have also left out the condit ioning fac tor s . Reflexe s 
which are the result of rul e s  operat ing be fore the Vowe l Lo s s  rul e s  are 
italic i sed ; reflexes which are the result of a limited condit ioning 
environment are underlined ; non-itali c i se d ,  non-underlined reflexes are 
the general reflex which is  the result of a rule operating after the 
Vowe l Lo s s  rule s  had ceased to apply . Que st ion marks indicate that the 
reflex ha s not been adequately e stabli shed ; blanks indicate no ( or 
insufficient ) dat a ;  0 indicat e s  lo s s . Parenthe s e s  enc lose two or more 
reflexes who se condit ioning ha s not as yet been determined . 

FIX: *v/ 
, 

*v# cv - *C# *p *mp *I)P *t *nt 

ERO 0 0 c#  v- -v- -p (mp pw p )  I; t t 
URA 0 0 c# v- -v- -p b I; d t t -
N'IN 0 0 C# -;- -u- -p v (mpw mp pw p )  mp I; t t 
WSN 0 0 C# u v ( pw p )  p I; t t 
LEN 0 0 C# u w v ( pw p )  p I; t It t 
NVH 0 0 C# kw v (pw p )  p I; t .e.  t 
S'>'lr 0 0 C#  kw v ( pw p )  p I; t It t 
KWM 0 0 c# kw fa v ( pw p )  P h t lt  t 
ANT 0 V 0 0 h- -h- -0 ( b p )  p I; j t j t 
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PC:x:: *d *nd *k  

ERO d - -r- -r  t k ( X  k 0 )  

URA I .9. (x k 0 )  
NTN 1 I t ( k  I) ) -
WSN 1 I t ( k  I)) -
IEN 1 I r k -
NVH I I ( k  0 ) 

'i:Mr r r ( k  0 )  
KWM r r ( k  0 )  

ANT r I x 

POe *ns *1 *R *q *w 

ERO ! s I II. 0 , 0 u 

URA ! s I II. 0 , 0 ( u  w)  

N'IN II. h l 1. l 0  , 0 0 -
WSN II. h l 1. l 0  , 0 u -
LEN :t h l 1. l 0  , 0 u -
NVH h I l 0  , 0 u 

'i:Mr h r II. 0 , 0 u 

KWM s r II. 0 � fl u 

ANT e i l  fl � w v -

3 .  P R O T O - S O U T H  H E B R I D EAN  

*I)k 

I) 

k 
k 
k 
k 
k 
k 

k 

*y 

y 

y 

*m *I)m *n *fi *1) 

m m n � ? I) 
m n ? I) 
m (m !TrW) fJ n  � ? I) 
m !TrW '1 n  � ? I) 
m mw '1 n  P ? I) 
m (m !TrW) n P ? I) 
m (m !TrW) n P ? I) 
m !TrW n P ? I) 
m (m iii) n n  � ? n I) 

* 1  *e *a *0 

e 1 ? e 0 a -u ? -
1 ? e 0 e a -u ? 

f I ? f a u e a i--
f 1 ? f a u e a f - -
f 1 ? f a u e a i-- -
f 1 ? f a u e a t - -
f 1 ? f a u e a t - -
+ i ? e f a � � !!.. .!:. e - -
1 e ? a e -

*s 

! s 

! s 
� h -
� h 
� h -

� -h- -s 
s - h- -s  

� ( s  h )  

e s -

*u 

u 
u 

f u 
f u -
f u -

e t u -
f u -
f u -

1. 0  u -

In hi s maj or c l a s s i fication o f  the New Hebrides languages , Tryon 
( 1 9 7 6 ) i s  ambivalent about the relationshi p s  of t he SNH language s ,  
although he favour s the int erpretation that the language s o f  each o f  
the three i s lands form a distinc t subgroup : 

The t hr e e  s o ut hern i s l a n d s  . . .  c o n s t i t u t e  high er o r d er group ­
i ng s ,  s eparate from each o t he r  and from o t h e r  New Hebr i d e s 
l anguag e s .  The phono l o g i c a l  e v i d e nc e adduc e d  suppo r t s  t h e  
s eparat ion o f  the sout h e r n  l anguag e s  from t h e  r emai nder o f  
t h e  l anguag e s  t o  t h e  nor t h .  T h e  p ho n o l o g i c al ev i d en c e , how­
ever , is  not s u f f i c i ent to allow any pos i t i v e  s t a t ement 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  homog e n e i t y  o r  othe rwi s e  o f  t h e  Southern New 
Heb r i d e s  subgroup i ng . ( Tryon 1976 : 16 8 )  

In this sec t ion I will  attempt t o  show that phonological and other 
evidence doe s  indeed show t hat the southern language s form a s ingle 
family within Oceanic , and that this family contains t hree maj or 
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subgroup s corre sponding to the t hree i slands within the region under 
study . That i s ,  I will show that the relationships between the lan­

guage s may be repre sented by the following fami ly tree ( where , in 
addition to the abbreviat ions already used , PSH = Proto-South He bridean , 
PER = Proto -Eromangan , PTN = Proto -Tannan , PND = Proto -Northern Dialec t  
Chain , and PSC = Proto-South-Central Dialect Chain ) .  

PER 

1\ 
ERO URA 

POC 
? � ? 

?
/ I .......... ? 

PSH 

� � A 
NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM ANT 

I will present evidence supporting the separate status of each of the 
three subgroups in section 3 . 1 . ,  and then give evidence for the whole 
SNH family in section 3 . 2 .  

3 . 1 .  LOWER - ORVER S UBGRO U PS 

There i s  a certain amount of lexico stat i s t ical , phonological , and 
grammat ical evidenc e support ing the e x i st ence of three subgroups o f  
SNH - Eromangan , Tannan , and Aneityume se . 9 Within the Tannan subgroup , 
there i s  also evidenc e  for a divis ion between the northern and the 
southern languages . Thi s evidence wi ll be pres ented below . 

3 . 1 . 1 . T h e  Eroma n g a n  Su b g r o u p  

The Eromangan subgroup cons i s t s  o f  ERO and URA . It i s  we ll defined 
lexicostatist ical l y : 1 0  ERO and URA share 4 4 %  cognates by my count ( 5 9 %  
on Tryon ' s  li st ) ,  with the highe st percentage shared w i t h  any other SNH 
language being 3 4 %  cognate s  shared by ERO and SWT ( Tryon has 2 9 %  for 
this c ompari son ) . 

Phonologically , ERO and URA share the following feature s exc lusive 
of other SNH language s : ll 

( 1 )  The Metathes i s  rule ( rule ( 1 )  in section 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 2 )  The rai sing of POC * a  before a syllable containing * u  ( rule ( 1 1 ) 

in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 3 )  Retention of * p  a s  a stop finally but a fricative non-finall y ;  
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( 4 )  Retent ion o f  * k  a s  a stop ini t ially ( in at least some environment s ) 
but as a fricat ive non-initially ; 

( 5 )  Merger o f  * m  and * D m ;  

( 6 ) Complete merger o f  * s  and * n s  ( this merger being only partial in 
the other language s ) . 

Little grammat ical work has been done on URA , so that not very much 
can be  said at thi s  stage regarding the grammatical feature s which show 
that the Eromangan subgroup is dist inc t from t he other s . Both ERO and 
URA have lost dual and trial pronouns ( which are pres ent in Tanna and 
ANT ) , and have also lost edible and drinkable p o s s e s sive markers . 
Perhap s the mo st significant feature o f  the Eromangan subgroup is the 
indication of the reali s/irrea l i s  d i s t inction by changing from the oral 
to the nasali sed reflex of the POC consonant invo lved : e . g .  * k i t a > 

o+x h +  i ( reali s ) ,  a + D h +  i ( irreal i s ) ,  , see ' ( c f . Lync h 1 9 7 5 b ) .  Thi s  
grammat ical feature i s  totally absent from the other SNH language s .  

3 . 1 . 2 .  T h e  Ta n n a n  S u b g r o u p  

The Tannan subgroup consi st s o f  NTN , WSN ,  LEN ,  NVH , SWT , and KWM . 
It i s  also lexicostatistically wel l -defined : the lowe st c ognate percen­
tage between any two Tannan language s i s  57% shared between NTN and KWM 
( Tryon has 4 7 % ) ,  while the highe st cognate percentage s hared between 
any Tannan language and any other SNH language is 3 4 %  shared between 
SWT and ERO ( Tvyon ' s  highe st is 3 2 %  shared between SWT and ANT ) . 

Phonologically , the Tannan subgroup i s  charac teri sed by the following 
featur e s  exclusive of other SNH language s :  

( 1 )  The * p -Shift rule ( rule ( 1 2 ) in sec tion 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 2 )  Development o f  a s i xth vowe l ,  � ,  which refl e c t s  POC * 0  in non-final 

p o s ition,  and other POC vowe l s  in unstre s sed c losed final syllable s ;  
( 3 )  Merger of medial * d , * 1  before POC high vowe l s , and * R  b e fore * i . 

Grammatical l y ,  a number o f  feature s or morphemes can be reconstruc t ed 
1 2  for PTN which do not occur i n  other SNH language s ; ,  

( 4 )  Dual , trial , and plural prefixes to verb s ;  
( 5 )  A plantable pos s e s s ive morpheme PTN * n a i ( NTN WSN n a i ,  LEN n e , NVH 

n i ) ; 
( 6 )  An int errogat ive verbal pre fix PTN * a n s u - ( NTN a r h - ,  WSN a r h u - ,  LEN 

e t u - ,  NVH ha u - ,  SWT a u - ) ;  
( 7 )  A re ciprocal/reflexive verbal suffix PTN * - a t u p  ( LEN - a t u ,  NVH 

- a t u kw ,  KWM - a t u k ) ; 1 3  

( 8 )  A bene fact ive prepos ition PTN * k a m ( i )  ( NTN WSN LEN k a m ,  NVH k �m i , 
KWM m ) ;  
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( 9 )  A dat ive prepos i t ion PTN * ( n ) t u p  ( NTN WSN 0 ,  LEN to , NVH t u k w ,  
KWM t u k )  which also functions as a future prefix to verb s ; 

( 1 0 )  Four directional suffixes to verb s :  
PTN * - m p V s i u  'nor thwards ' (WSN - p a h a u , LEN - h i u ,  NVH - p i h i u ,  KWM 

- pe s u ) ;  
PTN * - mpV l i t i  ' southwards ' ( WSN - p e s i ,  LEN - p i i s ,  NVH - p l a a h ,  KWM 

- p r e h i ) ;  
PTN * - mpa [ n s i ,  t V i ]  'eas twards ' ( NTN - p a a r ,  WSN - p a r i ,  LEN - p a a t ,  

KWM - p a r e i ) ;  and 
PTN * - (m ) p i [ ( td l ) a ] ( n ) s V 'wes twards ' ( NTN WSN - pa h , NVH - v i l a ,  

KWM - p i- r a h a ) .  

Within the Tannan subgroup , there i s  further evidenc e for a divi sion 
into a northern grouping and a south-central group ing . 

3 . 1 . 2 . 1 . The No�th�n Viaiect C hain G�o uping ( NVC I 

Thi s grouping cons i s t s  o f  NTN ,  WSN , and LEN . The grouping is not 
wel l  de fined lexicostat i s t ically : the lowe st cognate percentage within 
t he group is 7 6 %  cognat ion between NTN and LEN ,  while the highest per­
c entage shared by a member and a non-member is  73% shared by LEN and 
NVH . Since LEN and NVH border each other , however , and since LEN i s  the 
pre st ige mi ss ion language o f  that part o f  Tanna , it i s  dist inc tly 
pos sible that thi s figure has been inflated by borrowing from LEN into 
NVH . Tryon ' s  figure s provide only a slight ly sounder lexico stati st ical 
basis for the NDC : t he lowest percentage within the group i s  6 9 %  shared 
by WSN and LEN , while the highe st out side the group is 6 1 %  shared by 
LEN and NVH . 

Phonologically , however , there i s  considerable evidence supporting 
this grouping : 

( 1 )  The * n -Velarisat ion rule ( rule ( 2 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 2 )  The split o f  * s  and * n s  ( rule ( 16 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ; 
( 3 )  The split o f  *d , wit h  initial *d becoming i ( often phone t ically 

[ v ] ) and medial * d  becoming 1 . 1 4 

Grammat ically , NTN , WSN ,  and LEN share the fo llowing feature s 
exclusive o f  other SNH language s :  

( 4 ) A di scont inuous negative affix to the verb ( NTN WSN a s - . . . - i e n ,  
LEN . 5 - . . . -a a n ) ; 

( 5 )  A dist inc t neutral alienable pos s e ssive morpheme PND * n s a ( n ) s V  
( NTN WSN r a h a , LEN t a ha ) ;  

( 6 )  The phenomenon o f  valued p o s s e s sion , in which the fused art i c l e  i s  
lost : e . g .  LEN t a h a - k  n a u  'my knife ' ,  but t a h a - k  a u  'my favouri t e  
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knife ' ,  in which the fused art ic le n ( from POC * n a ) has been deleted 

from the p o s s e s sed noun n a u . 

3 . 1 . 2 . 2 .  The S o u� h - C en��at Viatec� C hain G�o uping ( SVC ) 

The members o f  the south ( KWM ) and central (NVH SWT ) dialec t  chains 
form a second grouping whi c h ,  though not lexico stat i s t ically wel l  
define d ,  due to the borrowing b y  NVH from LEN de scribed earlier , i s  
phonologically we l l  defined : 

( 1 )  The innovation of a labial i sed velar stop kw a s  a reflex o f  both 
*p in the environment o f  * u  and also o f  *w in some environment s ;  

( 2 )  e a s  a condit ioned reflex o f  * k  (although the conditioning fac tors 
have not a s  yet been pre c i sely establi shed ) ;  

( 3 )  Merger o f  * d , * n d , * 1 , medial * t ,  and * R  before * i  as NVH I ,  SWT 
KWM r .  

The maj or piece o f  grammat ical evidence supporting t he SDC grouping 
i s  the existence of a negat ive verb PSC * a m pa . Compare NVH I -a k n - o l  
' I  did i t ' with i - a k n - a pwa n -o l - i en ' I  didn ' t  do it ' ,  where the verb 
a pwa is the negat ive , while 0 1  'do ' is nominali sed by the discontinuous 
affix n - . . .  - i en . 15 

3 . 1 . 3 .  The A n e i t y um e s e  S u bg r o u p  

The Ane ityume se subgroup , cons i s t ing o f  only one member ( ANT ) , i s  
lexic o s t a t i s t ically we ll defined as a n  i solat e : on m y  l i st , i t s  closest  
relat ive s within SNH are LEN and KWM , wit h  which it  share s  only 28%  
cognat e s ; on Tryon ' s  li st , it s c lo s e st relat ive i s  SWT , with which it  
shares 3 2 %  cognate s .  

Phonological l y , ANT i s  characterised by the fol lowing features ex­
c lusive of other SNH language s :  

( 1 )  Palatali sation o f  both * n  and * �  before POC front vowe l s  ( rule s 
( 5a )  and ( 5 b )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  

( 2 )  A stop reflex j for * 1  b e fore * 1  ( rule ( 5c ) in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 3 )  i a s  a condit ioned reflex o f  * u  ( rule ( 7 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 4 )  The * t -Spirant i sation I I  rule ( rule ( 8 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 5 )  The *a -Front ing rule ( rule ( 9 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 6 )  Almo st complete l o s s  o f  POC final consonant s ( rule ( 1 4 ) in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 7 )  Lo s s  o f  * p  final ly , and retention non-finally as h ;  

( 8 )  Fricat ive reflex v for medial *w ; 
( 9 )  e as the regular reflex for both * i  and *0 . 

Grammat ically , ANT i s  charac teri sed by the followi ng feature s exclu­
sive o f  the other SNH language s :  
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( 1 0 )  A serie s of plural prefixe s to nouns , inc luding at least i l p u ­
( human ) ,  n u p u - (other animate ) ,  and n i j i - ( inanimate ) ;  

( 11 )  Subj e c t  prefix e s  varying for ten se/asp ec t ; 1 6  

( 1 2 )  VOS a s  preferred sentence order ( other SNH language s having SVO ) . 

3 . 2 .  PRO TO-SO UTH H EBRIV EA N  

I n  this s e c t ion I will sugge st that a l l  the SNH language s form a 
single subgroup of Oceanic , deriving from a single anc e s tor , Proto -South 
Hebridean ( PSH ) . The evidence on which this view i s  based , i s  largely 
phonological , although a certain amount of lexical and grammatical evi­
dence will a l so be  used . 

3 . 2 . 1 . Q u a n t i ta t i v e  L ex i c a l  E v i de n c e  

The lexic o stat i st ical evidence for the subgrouping i s  not strong . 
The lowe st cognate percentage shared by two SNH language s on my l i st is  
the 2 0 %  shared by URA and ANT ; if URA i s  discounted because of  it s sub­
adequate l i st , the lowe st is  23% shared by ERO and ANT . A number of 
cognate percentage s greater t han thi s shared b y  one SNH and one non-SNH 
language can be found in Tryon 1 9 7 6 . Neverthele s s ,  Tryon ( thi s volume ) 
has more recent ly sugge sted that an examination of cognate densities  
higher than 2 5 %  support s ,  albeit weakly , the existence of  a SNH sub­
group . 

3 . 2 . 2 .  P ho n o l o g i c a l  E v i d e n c e  

Two kinds o f  phonological evidence wi ll b e  examined i n  thi s section : 
regular phonological development - i . e .  the common regular development 
of poe proto -phonemes in the SNH language s ;  and shared phonological 
irregularities - i . e .  the common irregular development of particular 
poe proto -phoneme s in part icular lexical items in t he SNH language s .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 1 .  Regula� Phonolo gical V e v el o pm ent 

The fol lowing apparent phonological innovations are found in all 
subgroup s - though not neces sarily in all language s of all subgroups -
of the putat ive SNH grouping : 

( 1 )  Unc ondit ioned l o s s  of poe * q ; 
( 2 )  The * t -Spirant isation rule ( rule ( 4 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 3 )  Lo s s  of  poe final vowe l s  ( rule ( 1 9 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 4 ) A probable merger of the t -like reflex of poe * t  wit h  poe * n t  

( Eromangan evidence not conc lusive ) ;  
( 5 )  Merger of poe * 5  and * n 5  in at least some environment s .  
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( 6 )  Lo s s  of pre tonic POC vowe l s  ( rule ( 1 8 in 2 . 1 . ) ;  
( 7 )  Sp lit in the reflexes of POC * 5 , though the condit ioning fac tors 

vary ; 
( 8 )  Retent ion of POC * 0  a s  a non-back , no n-round vowel in non-final 

environment s ;  
( 9 ) Los s  o f  POC * R  except in one envi ronment , which may be roughly 

charac teri sed as ' near a POC high vowe l ' ( ANT evidence not con­
c l usive ) ;  

( 1 0 ) Lo s s  of  POC * n  between *0 and * u  ( rule ( 1 3 )  in 2 . 1 . ) ,  and a number 
of unpredictable reflexes of *n in other environment s .  

Of these ten feature s ,  the first five are not part ic ularly surpri s ing , 
as they are found in other Oceanic groups ( see , e . g . , Pawley 1 97 2 ,  1 9 7 5 ; 
Ro s s  1 9 77 ; Tryon 1 9 7 6 ) .  The other feat ure s ,  however , are l e s s  common . 
Feature ( 8 ) ,  for e xample , i s  rare in Oceanic , although some language s 
of the Loyal tie s/New Caledonia region , and a few language s of other 
part s of t he New Hebride s show e a s  a condit ioned ( or ,  rarel y ,  uncon­
dit ioned ) reflex of *0 . In t he SNH language s ,  *0 is almo st never 
re fle c t ed as 0 in inherited word s , although 0 < *0 doe s o c c ur in words 
whic h  are probably Po lyne s ian loan s . 

Feature ( 9 ) - spe c i fically the retent ion of POC * R  before * i  - i s  
also fai r l y  rare . Tryon ( 1 9 7 6 : 2 7 )  note s  that * R  i s  retained in some 
c a s e s  in a number of language s of the Banks ,  Maewo , and Aoba , and 
although 

no c 0 nd i t io n i ng f a c t o r  ha s so far b e e n  found [ f o r  t h e  l o s s  
o r  r e t e n t i o n  o f  * R ]  . . .  * R  app e a r s  t o  b e  mor e s t ab l e  n e ar 
h i g h  vow e l s  t ha n  n o n -h i g h  vowe l s , t hough not alway s , a s  t h e  
wo r d l i s t s  s how . 

Feat ure ( 1 0 ) , the los s of * n  between *0 and * u ,  also s eems to be 
quite rare . I am unab le to e xplain at thi s stage the varying reflexes 
for * n .  I t  doe s appear that , at the time PSH broke up , * n  may s t i l l  
have been di s t inc t  from t h e  other nasal s ,  though obviou sly it was 
becoming qui t e  unstable in PSH , as can be seen from the fac t t hat , 
a l t hough * n  has different reflexes in di fferent word s , it ha s s imilar 
re flexes  acro s s  all languages in the same word . 

Feat ures ( 6 )  and ( 7 )  are probably also quit e rare in Oceanic . The 
pre s ence of the five uncommon featur e s  ( 6 ) - ( 1 0 ) ,  plus the unique com­
bi nat ion of the ten feature s ,  is probably sufficient grounds to j ust ify 
the exi stence of  the SNH grouping . 

There are c ertain phonological featur e s  which are shared by two of 

t he subgroup s but are not found in t he third . None of the se featur e s  
are strong enough , e i t her singly o r  collect ivel y ,  to allow two of the 
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subgroups to be a s s i gned to a higher-order grouping exclusive o f  the 
third . Colle c t ively , however , they add a little more wei ght to the 
phonological evidence support ing the existence of the SNH subgroup . 

The Eromangan and Tannan group s share t he following phonological 
development : 

( 1 1 )  POC *0 i s  reflected in final position as u .  

The Eromangan and Aneityume se group s share the following phonological 

development s :  

( 1 2 )  Split of POC * p  into a final and a non-final refle x ;  
( 1 3 )  Fricat ive reflex x for POC * k  i n  most po sitions . 

The Tannan and Ane ityume se groups share the following phonological 
development : 

( 14 ) Spl i t  o f  POC * 1 , with POC * i  being the condi t ioning fac tor . ( This 
split occurs only in t he NDC subgroup o f  Tannan . )  Intere s t ingl y ,  
while both subgroup s show 1 a s  one reflex and a palatal as the 
other , they do not show t he same reflex in the same environment : 

* 1  before * i  * 1  elsewhere 
Tanna-NDC : 
Aneit yume se : j 

The regular phono logical evidenc e ,  the n ,  support s fairly strongly 
t he exi stence of a SNH family . 

3 . 2 . 2 . 2 .  S ha�ed Phonological r ��eg ula�itie4 

In this section I will be pre senting cases  where the e xpected 
development o f  a particular POC sound has not taken place in a part icular 
SNH morpheme , but where the SNH language s agree in t he irregularity o f  
the deve lopment of the POC proto -phoneme concerned . The more signif i ­
cant c a s e s  w i l l  be presented first . Since it has been pointed out above 
that there is no compe lling evidenc e to allocate two of the subgroup s 
to a single higher -order grouping a s  against the third , cases  where an 
innovation i s  found in any two subgroup s will be inc luded here . 

( 1 )  POC * t  > 5 or h ( for expec t ed t ,  I ,  or r )  before *0 in j ust two 
items : 1 9 7  * to k o n  ' crutch, s taff, p a Z e ' ,  and 1 9 8  * to l u  ' thre e ' .  
What ever the e xplanation for this irre gular development ( and I will 
attempt to propose one in section 4 . )  the fac t remains that the 
irregularity is shared by all SNH language s and is thus strong 
evidence for subgrouping . 

( 2 )  The metat he s i s  rule ( rule ( 1 )  in 2 . 1 . )  i s  found as a general rule 
only in the Eromangan subgroup . However , metathe s i s  of the vowe l s  
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in a word of the form * k l C a doe s oc cur in one item in all subgroup s :  
4 2  * k l n ta > PSH * k a n t l . The evidence here is  of two kind s .  First , 
some language s show a reflex for * n t  which is ident ical or similar 
to the re flex of * t  before front vowe l s : ERO koh , URA g i s ,  ANT 
a +k a j - .  Second , although URA , NTN and WSN show I in t he first 
syllable , ERO koh , LEN ka t - ,  SWT I +k a t - ,  and ANT a + ka j - sugge st 
that t he vowe l in the first syllable was * a . 1 7  

( 3 )  A large number of verb s i n  a l l  SNH language s show accretion of an 
init ial vowel onto a consonant -init ial stem .  Thi s init ial vowel 
was probably * a , although it has sub sequent ly undergone t he various 
condit ioned and uncondit ioned c hange s to which * a  is subj ect . 

( 4 )  Similarl y ,  a large number of nouns show accret ion of init ial n 
onto poe vowel-initial stems , and nV onto consonant -ini t ial stems . 1 8  

This appears to invo lve fusion with t h e  root o f  the poe reconstruc ­
t ed art ic le * n a . 

( 5 )  De spite t he regular retention of final consonant s in at least the 
Eromangan and Tannan subgroups , four poe forms ( 29 * k a pa k ,  66  
*ma l o n ,  75  * ma s a k i t ,  and 2 1 2  * n t a l o s ) show unexplained l o s s  of  the 
final consonant ( and thus regular l o s s  of what came to be a final 
vowe l ) in all SNH language s .  

( 6 )  Eromangan and Tannan show accret ion of * m p  onto 1 8  * i ku ' tai L ' ,  
suggest ing PSH * mp i k u .  

( 7 )  Irregular development of at least * � ,  and probably al so * p ,  in 4 9  
* k u pe �a ' fi8 hing ne t '  ( sugge st ing PSH * k u ( m ) pen a ? ) .  

( 8 )  Irregular devel opment of poe * q  in 15 3 * q u to k  'brain ' ,  sugges t ing 
PSH * p u to k . 

( 9 )  Irregular development of poe * d  in 1 0  * d a Ra q  'b Lood ' ( in Tannan 
and Aneityume s e  only ) .  

Other irregular development s oc cur , but they are more sporadically 
distribut ed . 

3 . 2 . 3 .  G r a mma t i c a l  E v i d e n c e  

There i s  not a great deal o f  grammatical evidence which support s t he 
putat ive grouping of the SNH language s .  ANT , for example , shows both 
VOS word order and subj e c t -prefixes which vary for tense/aspe c t ; ne i ther 
of the se features oc cur in the other SNH language s .  The Eromangan and 
Tannan language s show a complex system of verbal affixe s . However , 

many of these affixes are not comparable ; and t ho se t hat are comparable 
derive from already reconstructed poe forms . Similarly , whi l e  the 
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Tannan and Aneityume se language s show both a dual and trial number in 

t he pronouns , and a neutral/edible/drinkable distinction in alienable 
po s se s s ion , these feature s are probably not innovations , but retent ions 

from POC o 
A few feature s o f  grammar , however , seem to be innovations in the 

SNH group : 

( 1 )  A func t ional innovation in the POC conj unc tion *ma ' and ' ,  whi c h  in 
all the SNH language s ha s become a verbal prefix indicating that 
the subj e c t  of the verb so marked is e ither identical to the subj e c t  
o f  the previous verb o r  i s  otherwise an identifiable N P  which has 
already been mentioned : e . g .  LEN S i a k r - a m - k f �  m - a m - a m n u umw ' Siak 
is eating and drinking ' .  

( 2 )  A continuative pre fix to verb s ,  PSH * a m - , can b e  reconstruc ted from 
ERO LEN NVH KWM a m - . 

( 3 )  A future verbal prefix , PSH * V mp [ ] ,  can be reconstruc ted on t he 
basis o f  NTN e m pa n - ,  WSN e pwa n - ,  LEN e p - , NVH ep i - ,  and KWM e p k - ,  
all o f  whi c h  indicate that the act ion follows after the previous 
action ( though not neces sarily in the future ) ,  and ANT bu 'fu ture ' .  

3 . 2 . 4 .  Q u a l i ta t i v e  L ex i c a l  E v i d e n c e  

Thi s i s  the least reliable area o f  subgroup ing , since i t  i s  always 
po s s ible t hat an item thought to be an innovat ion in a part ic ular sub­
group will have a cognate located by a future researcher in some other 
subgroup . Neverthe l e s s ,  I pre sent here a number o f  lexical items which 
appear at this stage to be innovat ions within the SNH family . Recon­
struc ted forms are given in probable POC shape to allow for easy loca­
tion of re futatory evidence in other subgroups o f  Oceanic . Glo s s e s  are 
approximate :  detai l s  on individual glo s ses , and pos sible external cog­
nates , will be given in footnot e s .  All data in footnote s from other 
New Hebride s language s are taken from Tryon 1 976 . 

'ABOVE, UP ' 'ANT , 1 9  ' B ECHE- DE-MER , 2 0  ' BETEL NUT ' 
PSH * i l i [ n i ] t ( i e ) * ( I) ) mV ( d l ) a * t { i e ) ( l) ) k a p u  * pa l i 
ERO 
URA 
NTN 
WSN 
LEN 
NVH 
SWT 
KWM 
ANT 

i I i  s 
i I i  s 
i I i  s 

i r i n ha 
i j i ii  i s  

u+mo l e  

mwa l a mwa l a  
mwa l a mwa l a  
mwe a mwea 
mwa l a mwa l a  
mwa r amwa r a  
mwa r a mwa ra  
mo r a mo r a  

s f k o u  

s f k o u  
s f k a v h  

n i + s y a hou 

n i +v a l 

n a +h o j  



PSH 

ERO 
URA 
NTN 
WSN 

LEN 
NVH 

SWT 

KWM 

ANT 

PSH 

ERO 
URA 
NTN 
WSN 

LEN 
NVH 

SWT 

KWM 

ANT 

PSH 

ERO 
URA 
NTN 
WSN 
LEN 
NVH 

SWT 
KWM 

ANT 
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' BURN ' 'CHEEK ' 

*wa p u  * k a mpa 
a +u 

a +u o p  
u o u  n f +ka p -

a +uou  n f +ka p -
uokw n f + ka p -

u o k  n f +ka p -

a +u o k  n ;' +ka p -

n +a b a  

, FINGER, TOE ' 

* po t ( l e ) 

p ;' s + l u u I 2 2  

. . 1 2 2  p t- S + I U U  
p i- s p + s _ 2 3  

n f +p f s - 24  

k . . 2 3  wa n + p t- s p t- s  
n u +p s -

' FL YING FOX , 27 

* ( I) ) k l d a l  
n a + l)k r a l 

k f l  
k e l  
k i- I  
k I I  +a v ;' n  
k l r +a v + n  
k I r I 
n e +k r a l 

' CLUB ' 
* I umpa  

k - a + 1  pa 

k - a + r pa 

n e + l o p  

' FISH , 25  

* ( a ) m ( o u ) [  
n +omu 
umomu 
n +o m  
n +a m u  
n + a m  
k a m + a a m  
k a m+am 
n +a m u  
n +omu 

' FOG ' 
* ( I) ) ma s a p u  

mo u a p  

a +mhokw 28 

f +ma h a kw 2 8  

a +mha k u  28 

I n +ffio s o  

] 

'COCONUT ' 

* ( I) ) k l a n ( l e ) 
no+ k l 

n + l en 
n + 1  en 
n + 1  en 
n f + k l e n 
n ;' +k l en 

n +e a ii  

'FLOWER , 26 

* t a s l [  ] 
t a s  I s I 

t I h i  -
t I h I -
t I h 1 -
I n + t e s ya -

' FULL ' 
* p u a  ( R I  , d [ 

o+v u a r  

u+kw u a r 
u +kwa 

] ) 

' CO UNT , 21 

7 5 9  

' EEL ' 

* s a p [  ] * p l n [  ] 
e+ha p + 1 n e +v e n  

a + f + l n 
a + f + l n 
a +v h + l n v l n  
a +v h e+k f n  v l n  

;' + v h e+k ;' n  

a +v s ;'+n l 
I + s v + 1  

' FLYING FISH ' 

* s a p l [ ] 
s a v e  

s a v e  

' GROUND , 2 9  

*ma m p [  ] 
n +ma p 

n ++ p + t i- n  
n a + f u +t ;'n l 
n f+mo p+ t f n 
n ;' +mo p + t a n a  
mo p + t a n a  
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' HAIR ' 
PSH * ( I) mVd i 
ERO 

URA 

NTN 

WSN 

LEN 

NVH 

SWT 

KWM 

ANT 

PSH 

ERO 

URA 

n i- mwa +mwe i ­

n i-mwo +mwe i ­
n i-mo +mw i -
n u +m l ­
n i- +m r ­
n i-+mwh e r ­
n o+mr i -

' MOON ' 
*ma ( p ) u k a  

NTN mo u l)  
WSN 

LEN 

NVH 

SWT 

KWM 

ANT 

mo u l)  
mo u k  
m a k u a  
m a k u a  
m o k u a  
i n +mohox 

' SHED SKIN ' 
PSH * [  ] i l [  ] 
ERO a + i  1 
URA 

NTN 

WSN 

LEN 

NVH 

SWT 

KWM 

ANT y i 1 

JOHN LYNCH 

' HEA VY '  
*mpV k a m [  ] 

o+mpx+u n t +om 

a +m p i- I)a m  
a +f i- I)om 
pkom  
pwa m 
pwa m  
i- + pwam  
o+box 

' NEAR ' 

I m p u t e  ] 
p o t +xon 

o h +bo t +bo t e t  

, SHUT ( adj ) '  
* [ p V ] s u m [  ] 

som+p a t  

f u m  
f u m  
u h u m 
u h um 
u h um 
u i s i- m 

'HUNGRy , 3 0  

* t u ma s a  
tema h 

no+umwu s 

no+umw u s  
n u + k u m u s  
n u +kwuma h 
n u +k u mwha 

, KIDNEY , 31 

* ( n ) s i m p [  ] 

n e + s i p  

k a + h i p  

' NECK (NAPE) , 32 ' PUT DOWN ' 

* pa d a  * t V ( s t )  ( o i ) p  

n a +v r a - noua - o + t i h e p  

n a +ve l ­
n " +ve l ­
n i- +v e l -

n i- +ve r -

' TASTE ' 
* t V l)a p  

a + t l)a p  

a + t l)e 

a + t i s e 

' TESTICLES ' 

* i a t u  
nov s e - n + i e t u -

o u + i e r + i- n 3 3  

kwa - n +e r -
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' TIE , 34 ' VOICE ' ' WEAVE ' 

PSH * I V k i t { i e ) * p i a [  ] * p u s [  ] 
ERO e + l  k + i  n a +v i a -
URA 
NTN ;' + 1  i i s  no+u i a - o+u h 
WSN no+u i a - o+u h 
LEN ;' + 1  i i s  no+u i a a - o + u h  
NVH ;' + l k i s  kwu h  
SWT kwu h 
KWM a + r i h + i  k u s + i  
ANT a +h o 9  

3 . 3 .  S UMMAR Y 

It has been sugge sted in this section that t he language s o f  t he SNH 
form a single family within Austrone sian . The support ing evidence con­
s i st s  largely o f  a number o f  shared regular and irregular phonological 
development s ,  a small number o f  neverthele s s  significant grammat ical 
innovations , and - least conclusive - a number o f  shared lexical inno­
vations . Whi le lexicostat i s t ical evidence in no way strongly support s 
t he existence of this family , I feel that the qualitat ive evidence i s  
strong enough t o  override the somewhat negative quant itative evidenc e . 
Lexical diversity within the SNH region may be explained other than by 
sugge sting that the language s are not closely related : hamle t  rather 
t han vil lage organi satio n ,  the existence of very small soc ial groups 
with little real contact unt il recent l y , and other similar social fac tors 
may all  have contributed to rapid lexical change after the initial 
break-up o f  t he family . 

Within t he fami l y ,  three first -order subgroups were ident i fied : the 
Eromangan , Tannan , and Aneityume s e  subgroups . The se are wel l  defined 
phonologically , grammatically , le xically , and lexico stat ist ically , 
although for reasons o f  space t he qualitat ive lexical evidence was not 
given here . Similar evidenc e was used to show that t he Tannan subgroup 
cons i s t s  of two first -order groupings , the Northern and South-Central 
Dialect Chain Groupings . 
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4 .  I M PL I CA T I O N S  F O R  PROTO - O C E A N I C  

Although the existence o f  the SNH family was c learly e stablished in 
the previous section , I am not as yet in a position to state how the 
family subgroup s within Oceanic . The Southern Melane s ia area , compri sing 
the New Hebride s ,  the Loyaltie s/New Caledonia region,  and pos sibly Santa 
Cru z ,  i s  recogni sed a s  one o f  the more diverse regions within Oceanic 
( e . g .  Pawley 1 9 7 5 : 90ff ) ;  however , no sy stemat ic inve st igation o f  t he 
relationships of al l the language s of this area ha s been carried out . 
Tryon ' s  ( 1 976 ) survey , while showing quite c l early the int erre lat ion­
ship s of the language s o f  the New Hebride s ,  doe s not concern i t s elf 
with wider groupings ( al though it i s  implicit from his data and con­
clusions t hat the SNH language s are not particularly c lo sely related 
to their northern ne ighbours ) .  Hi s more recent work ( this volume ) 
t entatively sugge s t s  that the SNH language s form a c lo sed subgroup , but 
does not pos it any wider subgrouping picture within Oceanic . I have 
not as yet been able to systemat ically study the relat ionships between 
the SNH language s and their mo st likely closest  relatives - the New 
Caledonian and Loyalty I s land language s to the we st , the language s of 
Santo and Malekula to the nort h ,  or the Santa Cruz language s to the far 
north . Preliminary inspe ction yields nothing of signi ficance regarding 
their unity as a subgroup of Oceanic , but the amount of research done 
so far is insuffic ient to allow me to state categori cally that the SNH 
language s belong to a dist inc t  group exclusive of any or all of the se 
other language s .  

Neverthele s s ,  I am operating under the a s sumption that the SNH lan­
guage s form a c lo sed subgroup of Oc eani c , and that they may very wel l  
prove t o  be  a firs t -order subgroup o f  Oceani c . What ever their genetic 
positio n ,  their nat ure sugg e s t s  that some of our earlier ideas on the 
nature of POC - part icularly concerning the POC vowel system and the 
canonical form of POC words - may have to be changed . In thi s  sec tion 
I will concentrate on c ertain implications of a phonological , grammatical, 
and lexical nature which the e stabli shment o f  the SNH family has for 
POC o 

4 . 1 . PH ONO LOGICAL  I MPLI CATIONS 

Three a spec t s  of POC phonology require some discussion a s  a re sult 
o f  the fac t s  out lined in earlier sections o f  this paper : t he nature of 
POC canonical forms ; the nature o f  the POC vowel system; and the nature 

of certain POC consonant s ,  particularly *n and *q . 



PROTO-SOUTH HEBRIDEAN AND PROTO-OCEANIC 7 63 

4 . 1 . 1 . C a no n i c a l  F o r m s  

Lingui s t s  who have worked mainly with language s o f  the Eastern 
Oceanic ( EO )  subgroup - the ' e xemplary ' or ' well -behaved ' Oceanic 
language s - have been curiously he sitant in reconstruct ing POC forms 
with final consonant s .  Grace ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  for example , reconstructed 700  
POC et yma , but o f  the se only 5 3  were reconstruc ted with a final con­

sonant ( although another 121 forms are reconstruc ted with a final con­
sonant in parenthes e s, which indicat e s  "that that phoneme may or may not 
have been part of the form" ( Grace 1 9 6 9 : 4 4 ;  emphas i s  mine ) ) .  Pawley i s  

rather more explicit regarding the POC final consonant s :  

A s  a g eneral rule . . . •  PAN final consonants disappear in 
POC o Ther e are two s o r t s  of exc ept ion s . One c at e gory c o n ­
s i s t s  o f  c er t a i n  tran s it i v e  v erb s in whi c h  t h e  final c o n ­
s o nant i s  r e t a i n e d  b e fo r e  a tran s i t ive suff i x .  a n d  i n  fac t 
c an b e  c o n s i de r e d  part of t h e  s u f f ix . . . •  but i s  lost  i n  
all other c o ntext s . T h e  other c at egory c o n s i s t s  o f  noun and 
intran s it iv e  v erb b a s e s  i n  which the PAN final c o n so nant i s  
supported  b y  a following vowe l whi c h  u s ually harmoni z e s  with 
that pr e c e d in g  the  c o n s onant . ( Pawley 1 9 7 2 : 7 ; emphasi s mine ) 

Pawley ,  in fac t ,  reconstruc t s  for POC such forms a s  * i ka n ( a )  'fi s h ' ,  

*onom ( o )  ' six ' ,  e t c . on the bas i s  of the echo-vowe l "in some language s " ,  
thus a s s i gning to POC a segment not pre sent in PAN , pre sent in only a 
few regions o f  Oceanic , and almost always predic table by phonological 
rul e s  in those regions in which it doe s  oc cur . 

Regarding the retention of final consonant s in nouns and intran sit ive 
verbs , Pawley finds that "no explanation has been found for the preser­
vation of PAN final consonants in bases of the second category , or for 
their subs equent l o s s  ( in mo st c a se s ) in EO" . ( Pawley 1 9 7 2 : 7 ;  emphas i  s 
mine ) . The ' explanation ' that c ertain final consonant s are pre served 
because they were directly inherited from PAN , although they were some ­
what unstable in POC and/or in a number o f  it s daught er -language s ,  i s  
apparent ly re j ected . 

It i s ,  of course , reasonable to state that , at some stage in the 
deve lopment of Oceanic language s ( or o f  c ertain subgroup s o f  Oc eanic ) ,  
final consonant s in absolute final po sition began to be lost . Thi s 
pro c e s s  can be seen in the SNH family : the Eromangan language s retain 
mo st POC final consonant s ;  the Tannan language s  retain about hal f ,  and 
lose  the other half ;  while Aneityume s e  shows l o s s  of almo st all POC 

final consonant s .  A gradual south-north drift could we ll be po stulated , 
with the southern languages - ANT and the South-Central Dialect Chain 
Grouping o f  Tannan - showing considerably more frequent l o s s  of final 
consonant s than the apparently more conservat ive northern language s .  
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There is  a s igni ficant difference ,  however , between stating that 
final consonants were unstable in POC or the Oceanic family , and holding 
the view that final consonant s were , a s  a general rule , lost in POC o 
Given that a part icular PAN form had a final consonant , and that that 
final consonant is retained in one or more Oceanic language s ;  and given 
that there is little likelihood that that form wa s borrowed by tho se 
Oceanic language s from a we stern AN language ; then it is difficult in the 
e xtreme to propo se that POC may not have re flected that consonant ( c f .  
Grace ' s  view above ) ,  or that this form i s  an unexplained exception t o  
an otherwi se general rule o f  final consonant delet ion ( c f .  Pawley ' s  view 
above ) .  De sp ite the fac t that PAN final consonants may have come to be 
unstable in POC , there seems overwhelming evidence to support the view 
that they were neverthe l e s s  retained in POC o The evidence is not as 
yet suffi c ient , however , to show whether final consonant s were re tained 
in all forms i nherited from PAN , or whether this instability date s  back 
to a pre -POC stage of development . 

The SNH languages provide a number of int eresting types of examp l e s  
support ing t h e  view that PAN final consonant s were retained in POC o 
The first group to be di scussed below are cases  in which Grace ( 1 96 9 )  
reconstruc ted final-consonants -in-parenthe se s ,  and where this consonant 
i s  reflected in at least one SNH language .  In the se cases , I sugge st 
that the parenthe se s be removed from the reconstructed final consonant . 
The revi sed POC form appears in the first column in the examp l e s  below , 
with an approximate glo s s  and the SNH evidenc e following . 

( 1 )  * i n um 'drin k ' NTN SWT a +n t-m ,  WSN a m+n t-m , LEN am+n u u mw , 
NVH n t- m ,  KWM a +n mw + i  • 

( 2  ) * ma n u k  ' bird ' ERO me n u x ,  URA me n u k + u , NTN men i l) , WSN 
men t- I) , LEN men u k .  

( 3 )  * ma q u d i p  'a 1.ive ' ERO a+mu r e p ,  URA o +mo ro p . 

( 4  ) *ma t a k u t  ' fear ' ERO URA e +me te t . 

( 5 )  * m i m i R  'urina te ' WSN a m i  a +m i  I + i  , LEN a m i  a +m i I . 

( 6  ) * ii a m u k  'mo 8qui to ' ERO u+ i om u x ,  URA yomo x ,  NTN k t +ma I) , 
WSN k t +mwa l) ,  LEN NVH SWT m u +m u k .  

( 7 )  * q a n s a n  ' name ' NTN WSN n +e r l) - ,  LEN n +e t l) - , NVH n +h a l) - ,  
SWT n +a 1) - , KWM n +a h l) - .  35 

( 8  ) * q u n s a n  'ra i n ' NTN n +u h u t n , WSN n + u h u a n ,  LEN n + l h i n ,  
NVH n +e h e n , SWT n +u a h a n , KWM n + e s t n . 

( 9  ) * q u t o k  ' brain ' LEN n e n o +u r t k .  



( 1 0 )  * t a n s i k 

( ll )  * to k o n  

PROTO-SOUTH HEBRIDEAN AND PROTO-OCEANIC 

' s ea ' 

' s taff, po l.e ' 

ERO t o x , NVH ta h i k ,  SWT t a ha k .  

NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM k - a +s k t n  
'crutch, wa l. k i ng - s t ick ' 
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Two other s imilar forms should also probably have the parenthe s e s  
removed from the final consonant : 

( 1 2 )  * s a u q  

( 1 3 ) * t u q u d  

' far ' 

' s tand ' 

NVH i +sokw . 

ERO e + t u r ,  NTN a + t u l ,  WSN e + t u u l , NVH 

a + I e I ,  SWT a + r u r ,  KWM a + r e r ,  ( LEN a + i I ? ) . 

Reconstruct ion ( 1 2 )  rel i e s  on the acceptability o f  t he change poe 
*q > NVH kw . We have already seen that *q is regularly lost in Tanna . 
However , there are a few cases  o f  *q adj acent to * u  which show s imilar 
reflexes to tho se o f  *p adj acent to * u ,  l ike NVH kw ; for example , 7 9  

* ma t a q u  > NVH ma t u kw 'right (hand) ' , 1 5 3  *q u t o k  > NVH - k u l a  ' brai n ' 
( with dis s imilation o f  kw to k be fore u ) , and po s s ibly 2 07 * t u q a  > NVH 

a +k wa +s ' o l.d ' .  
There are t wo pieces  o f  evidenc e sugge s t ing that the SNH forms in 

( 1 3 )  derive from poe * t u q u d  and not from poe * t ud e , t hus confirming the 
pre sence o f  the final consonant . One i s  the WSN form e t u u l ; long vowe l s  
occasionally re sult i n  Tannan language s  from the l o s s  o f  medial * q : e . g .  
1 75 * n s a q a t > NTN a + r a a t ,  LEN t a a t 'bad ' ;  2 0 6  * t u q a  > NTN WSN 
n t mwa - n + t a a - ,  LEN n t mwa - ta a - ,  NVH n �mwe i - ta a - ,  KWM t a k u - ta a - 'back ' ;  
and so on . More significant l y ,  the NVH form a I e l  shows e as a re flex 
o f  * u ;  but NVH e < *u o c c urs only a s  a result o f  t he * u -FRONTING rule 
( rule ( 7b )  in 2 . 1 . ) ,  where *u become s e b e fore * C u . Bot h  the s e  p i e c e s  
o f  evidence suggest that t h e  poe form from which at l e a s t  the WSN and 
NVH forms derive i s  * t u q u d  and not * t u d e . 

The second group o f  lexical items I wish to discuss  are c a s e s  where 
Grace ( 1 96 9 )  reconstructed final *q in parenthe s e s . Recall t hat final 
*q is lost , and final vowel s  are also lost , in t he SNH language s .  How­
e ver , in section 2 it was shown that final vowe l s  were lost first , and 
the rule deleting final *q applied later . Thus * V -final forms lose  the 
* V , while * V q - final forms retain the * V  and lose  the * q . Therefore , 
items which Grace reconstruc ted wit h final * V ( q )  and which show final 
*V in SNH language s confirm the pre sence of final * q . 

( 14 )  * d a Ra q  'b l.ood ' 

( 15 )  *ma t a q  ' green. raw ' 

LEN n �+ t a a - ,  NVH SWT n � + t a u - ( with un­
explained u ) . 

NTN a m l +m t a , WSN ame+m t a , LEN a m i +m r a , 
NVH a m l � +m l a ,  SWT t m r e +m r a , KWM 
a m r i-+me r a . 
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( 16 ) * p a n a q  ' s hoo t, arrow ' ERO n e +va n i  ( with unexplained i ) , NTN 
WSN KWM n r+ f a l)a , LEN NVH SWT n r +vha l)a . 

( 17 )  * p u a q  

( 1 8 )  * Ru l)maq  

( 1 9 )  * ta n a q  

'frui t ' 

' house ' 

'ground ' 

NTN no+a - ,  WSN LEN no+ua - ,  NVH KWM 

n u +kwa - ,  SWT kwa - n +kwa - .  

ERO n + i mo ,  NTN WSN LEN NVH SWT KWM 
n + i mwa . 

URA d en a , WSN n a f u + t r n i ( with une xplained 

i ) , NVH n rmo p+ t a n a , SWT mo p+ t a na . 3 6  

A t hird group to be discus sed contain e xample s of PAN final conson­
ant s being reflec t ed in SNH language s ,  although no such consonant has 
been re construc ted in the relevant poe form . In the se example s ,  I have 
added t he appropriat e consonant to the poe form . 

( 2 0 )  * ma l u k ' soft ' 

( 21 )  * mo t u s  ' i s L and, cut 
off ' 

( 2 2 ) * I) ( a ) i n sa n  'whe n ? ' 

( 2 3 ) * p a l) a n  ' ea t, food ' 

( 24 )  * p a R i q  ' s ti ngray ' 

( 2 5 ) * t u q a s  ' o L d ' 

PAN * l e m u k ; ERO n e+me l u x + l u x ,  NTN 
m e t +me t i l) , WSN m r t +m r t i l) ,  LEN 
m r r u k+m r r u k . 

PAN * m - p u t u s ;  NTN WSN t r n -m u t a h ,  LEN 
t r n -mu r h ,  KWM t r n r - mwe r r s .  

PAN * i j a ( n N ) ; NTN n a + l) h a n ,  WSN NVH 
n a + l) h r n , LEN n +a ha n , SWT n a + l) a h a n , KWM 
n +e s r n . 37 

PAN * p a l)a n ;  NTN a + l) u r n  ( with metathe si s ) ,  
WSN LEN a + u l) r n , NVH r +v l) rn , SWT o+u l) r n ,  
KWM a +v e l) r n . 

PAN * p a R i h ;  WSN v i l a u ,  LEN v r r a a u , NVH 
v r l a a k w ,  SWT v r r a kw , KWM v r r a a k w . 38 

PAN * t u q a S ;  NTN o+a s ,  WSN o+ua s ,  LEN 
o+wa s ,  NVH a+kwa s ,  SWT o +kwa h ,  KWM 
o +kwa s . 

The following case i s  l e s s  certain : 

( 26 )  * k a t o ( m l)  'baske t '  PAN * ka n Tu l) ;  NTN WSN k a t r m ,  LEN k a r rm .  

In addition , t he following should be reconstructed with final *q  or * R  
o n  the basis of  ( i )  final *q  o r  * R  in the PAN form and ( ii )  retention 
of the last vowel in SNH : 

( 2 7 ) * 1  u a q  ' vomi t ' 

( 28 )  *qa u R  'bamboo ' 

PAN * l uwa q ;  ERO e + l ua ,  URA a + l ua , NTN 
eoa , WSN LEN e u a , NVH l u a ,  SWT r u a . 

PAN * q a u ( r R ) ; ERO URA WSN LEN NVH SWT 
KWM n +a u ,  NTN n+ao . 
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( 2 9 )  * q u l u l)a q  'pi Z Zo", ' PAN * q u l u l)a q ; NTN k -o +u l o l)o ,  LEN 
k - a + 1  u l)a . 

In a few other forms , the Tannan language s  show accretion o f  a final 
consonant which is  so far untraceable , but may prove to be  of POC ori gin . 

I have wri t t en the s e  consonant s separated by a slash from the POC forms 
to which they might be added , if confirmatory evidence is forthcoming 

from other Oceanic language s :  thus *mo l l / s indicates t hat there is SNH 
evidence only t hat the POC form *mo l i may in fact have been *mo l i s .  
The s e  forms are : 

( 30 )  * ka p u d u / ( d l )  

( 31 )  *mo I 1 /  s 

( 3 2 )  * l) a s e/ ( d J )  

( 33 )  * pa s i l i / k 

( 34 )  * m p u t o / I) 

( 35 )  * q u m u / n  

4 . 1 . 2 . V o w e l  Sy s t em 

' dus t ' 

, aitrus ' 

' o Zd ' 

' grass ' 

' na ve Z ' 

' oven ' 

NTN WSN LEN n t m+o u l u l , NVH n rm+o kw l u l , 
SWT KWM n rm+okw r u r .  

WSN n o u a - n +m r l h ,  LEN n r+m t l h ,  NVH 
kwa - n +m r l h ,  KWM kwa - n +m t r h l . 

NTN a + l) u t h l ,  WSN a U + l) t h l + i , LEN a +h i l) t l ,  

KWM e r + l)ha r +a . 

NVH mwa - n +v h l l t k ,  SWT mwa - n +v h e r t k .  

LEN SWT n r +p r t l) - ,  NVH n t +p l t l) - ,  KWM 
n u+ pwa r e l) - . 

NTN noa - n +u mwa n , WSN LEN n o u a - n + u mwa n ,  
NVH kwa - n +emwa n ,  SWT n o kwa - n +umwa n , 
KWM n u kwa - n +emwa n . 3 9  

I have argued e l sewhere ( Lynch 1976a ) that there i s  considerable 
evidence support ing the view that POC had s i x , and not five , vowe l s  -
i . e .  that a vowel * &  should be added to t he five already recogni sed .  
I do not wish to repeat t he e vidence in detail here . Briefly , certain 
t yp e s  o f  e/o alternation in Fij ian provide one kind o f  support for the 
view : e . g .  Fij ian b e t a  'be  in fu Z Z  b Z oom ' and b o t a  'ripe, of fruits ' ,  
both from PAN * b e t a q . A number o f  language s also show sporadi c  0 for 
POC * e  ( or vice ver sa ) : e . g .  Kove vovo  'but terfZ y ' < * mp e e m p ee ( Ann 
Chowning , per sonal communication ) .  

The stronge st evidence support ing this view i s  the apparently un­

condit ioned split in t he reflexe s of POC * t  before *0 in the SNH lan­
guage s .  I have shown above t hat , before front vowe l s , * t  has an s -like 
refl e x ,  while b e fore *a and * u ,  * t  has a t -l ike reflex . Before *0 , 
however , some oc currenc e s  o f  * t  become s -like ( se e  innovation ( 1 )  in 
3 . 2 . 2 . 2 .  above ) ,  while others become t -like . 
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A simi lar situation exist s in certain other New Hebride s language s .  
Note the fo llowing reflexes o f  poe * to l u  ' three ' :  Lehalurup ( Banks ) has 
s l -crel ; on Ambrym , Ranon and Fonah have s u I ,  Fali c u I , Baiap and Ses ive 
5 1 : ,  and Port Vat o wa r l - s l e ; while on Epi Lamenu has s e l u .  In each case 
the 5 or c i s  the regular reflex of * t  before front ( or high front ) 
vowe l s . Tryon ( 1 97 6 : 16 )  stat e s ,  in fac t ,  that a s  wel l  a s  oc curring a s  
a re flex of  * t  before front vowe l s , the c o r  5 i n  t he se language s also 
occur " occas ionally b e fore poe 0 " . 

I suggest there fore t hat , while the PAN diphthongs * a y  and * ey merged 
a s  poe * - e , and PAN *aw became poe * - 0 ,  the PAN vowe l * e  o c c urring in 
non-final po sition remained a central vowel ( POe * a ) ,  though quite 
po s s ibly it  had front and non-front allophone s .  It wa s only some t ime 
after t he breakup o f  poe that non-final *a merged with one o f  the final 
vowe l s  *e and *0 ; in mo st c a s e s  it merged with *0 , although in some words 
(or in some daughter-dialect s )  it  merged with * e .  

The sugge sted development o f  the PAN vowel s  in Oceanic i s  diagrammed 
below : 

PAN u y  1 ave y  e aw a u i w  V // 1 I I I ,; e ,; a 0 a u 7 poe 

Post -poe 
I ,;? V 1 I ,; 
e / 0 a u 7 

4 . 1 . 3 .  C o n so n a n t s  

The SNH language s  provide few insight s into the nature o f  the poe 
consonant s .  The variable reflexes of poe *n suggest that , though d i s ­
t inct frQm other nasal s ,  it  may w e l l  have been merging w i t h  * n  a t  the 
t ime t hat t he SNH language s separated from other members of Oceanic . 
As we ll  a s  t he sporadic reflex y or I ( a s  in ERO u + i o mu x ,  URA yomox , 
ANT I n +yam  < poe * n a m u k  'mo s q u i to ' ) ,  SWT and KWM also s how - n i as a 
variant of - n  for the third person singular po s s e s s ive suffix « poe 

* _ na ) . 4 0  The se reflexes sugge st t hat *n may have been undergoing re­
interpretat ion a s  n l  or ny , and thus add some support to t he view that 
* n  was a palatal nasal . 

poe * q  i s  generally l o st . 
( 1 4 2 ,  1 5 3 , and probably 7 9 ) ,  

However , it  is  retained in a few case s 
and in each case it is re flec ted in the 

same way as is * p  : i . e .  a s  ANT h ,  and a s  kw in various Tannan language s 
( the reflex o f  * p  in t he environment o f  * u ) .  The pre sence o f  * q  also 
condit ions t he * n -Ve lari sat ion rule in some Tannan language s ,  whereby 
*n > Q .  Thi s  sugge s t s  t hat *q may we ll have been a velar or po st -velar 
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stop with labiali sed allophone s i n  certain environment s ( i . e .  i n  the 
environment of * u ) .  

4 . 2 .  GRAMMA T I C A L  I M P L I CATI O NS 

There appear s to be only one grammat ical morpheme which needs to be 

reconstructed for poe on the b a s i s  of SNH evidence : 

' marker o f  drinkable 
po s se s s ion ' 

NTN WSN LEN n � +mw - ,  KWM s e n +mw- , 

ANT l u +ma - ;  Proto-Eastern Oceanic 
*ma - . 

Up unt il now ,  the d i s t inc tion between edible and drinkable alienable 
po s se s s ion had only been reconstruc ted for EO . With t hi s SNH evidenc e , 
it appears that both the distinc t ion and the form marking drinkable 
po sse s sion can be reconstructed for poe . 

4 . 3 .  L EX I C A L  I MPL I CATI O NS 

A number o f  new or modified poe reconstructions can be made on the 
bas i s  o f  lexical items o c c urring in t he SNH language s which have c o gnat e s  
in ( genetically o r  geographically ) distant Oceanic language s ,  o r  whi c h  
appear to b e  cognate with forms reconstruc ted f o r  PAN , Proto-Eastern 
Oceanic ( PEO ) ,  Proto-Polyne sian ( P PN ) ,  or Proto-Phil ippine s ( P PH ) . 
The se forms are in addition to t he forms already ment ioned in this 
section - see ( 1 )  t hrough ( 36 )  above . I reconstruct forms with p o e  *a 
( c f .  3 . 1 . 2 .  above ) where either SNH or e xternal evidenc e i s  insuffic ient 
to decide whether *e or *0 should be  reconstructed . 

What follows i s  a li st o f  new poe reconstructions based largely on 
SNH evidenc e : 4 1  

( 3 7 )  * a p ( a a )  ( � ) 'bro ther ' :  PAN * a b ( a e ) � ;  ERO URA a v - . 

( 38 )  * d i m pa s [  ] 'axe ' :  PAN * ( r ) i mba s ;  ANT i n +p a s , NTN WSN LEN k � +paa s ,  
NVH kf+pa s ,  KWM pa h a ; Akei , Tas iriki ( Santo ) ea s u ;  Narango , 
Araki ( Santo ) r l pa ;  Tangoa r i pa ;  North Malo r i mba . 

( 3 9 )  * ( k ) a d u  ' 8wim ' :  PAN * a n ( D ) u y ;  ERO o r u +o � l ,  URA a l e ,  NVH a I , SWT 
KWM a r u ;  Mota ( Banks ) ,  Marino ( Maewo ) �a r u ;  Baetora ( Maewo ) 

4 2  �a+�a r u ;  Wai lengi ( Aoba ) ka +ka r u .  

( 4 0 )  * kawa 'rib ' :  NTN n o u �+k a u + l ,  WSN LEN n o u a - na + ka u ,  NVH KWM kwa ­
n a + ka u ,  SWT n a + ka u - pw f s ;  Wailengi , Lo lomatui ( Aoba ) ,  Raga 
� 9 a + � 9 a u ;  Tambotalo ( Santo ) k a + ka o , etc . ;  PPN * kawakawa . 

( 4 1 ) * ka R i  ( � )  'dry, 8 h a Z Zow, 8 hore ' :  PAN * k e R i � ; ERO l +k r l . 4 3  

( 4 2 )  * ko i  ' 8 harp ' :  ERO a +xo ; PPN * ko l . 
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( 4 3 )  * l u a ( Q ) m e ( a )  ' to ngue ' ( double t o f  * a ( Q ) me ( a » : ERO n e + l u a m - , URA 
n a + l u a me + n , NVH n e + l a m - ,  SWT KWM n e + r a m - ; Meri g  ( Banks ) ,  

Peterara , Navenevene , Tam , Nasawa , Narovorovo , Baetora ( Maewo ) 
l ua me - ; Merlav , Marino ( Banks ) l u eme - ; Aulua ( Malekula ) l e me - ;  
Lit zlit z ( Malekula ) n e + l u eme - ;  Me le , Fila l i me+na . 

( 4 4 ) * ma ( Q ) k u ( k )  ' cup ' :  PAN * ma Qk u k ;  ANT ma x .  

( 4 5 ) *mam i s [  ] ' swee t ' ( c f .  poe * ma m i ) :  PAN *ma m i s ;  ANT a + m 9a . 

( 4 6 )  *ma n u  ' to fZoat ' :  ANT a +ma n + a +ma n ;  PPN *ma n u . 

( 4 7 )  * ma t a Q i  'wind ' :  ERO n e +me t a Q  ' hurricane ' ;  NTN me t a Q ,  WSN KWM 
n �+m+ t a Q I , LEN NVH n + +ma t a a Q ,  SWT n � +m+ ta Q ;  PPN * ma t a Q i . 

( 4 8 )  * pa l a [ ] 'ma s t ' :  ERO n l +va l ; PPH *p a l a ( R ) i ( n Q ) . 

( 4 9 )  * pe k a s 'defeca te ' :  PAN * b eka s 'residue ' ;  ERO o+vxa h ,  NV� + + v ka a , 
SWT + +vka ; PPN * f e k a + t eka ; Fij ian v e ka - c +a ; Banoni b e g ha s +a ;  
Tolai ( Kuanua ) p e k e ; etc . 4 4  

( 5 0 ) * pe l i ( R )  'penis ' :  PAN * p e l  i R ;  ANT i n + h e l e - ;  Banoni t a +vo r e . 

( 51 )  * p a n a ( Q ) ' thread ' :  PAN * b en a Q ;  ANT no+hon  ' s enni t thread ' .  

( 5 2 )  * p i t u t  ' narrow ' :  PAN * p i Tu t ;  LEN e +v t e t + i n ,  NVH ++v t e + l a k + n ,  SWT 
+ + v t + t+ + r a k + n , KWM + +v t e t +a r i n i . 

( 5 3 )  * ( m ) p u ( a ) k a s i 'pig ' :  ERO n o +m p xa h l ,  NTN p u k f s ,  WSN NVH SWT p u ka h , 
LEN p u ka s ,  KWM p � k + s ,  ANT p l ka 9 ;  Fij ian v u a k a ; Axamb n a +m p u a s ,  
Let emboi n + b u a s , Maxbaxo n a +m b u a s , Port Sandwich m b ua s , Malua 
Bay m b u k + s  ( and s imilarly for other Malekula language s ) ;  
Lirone s a , Faulili f u a s ,  Laul s u a s  ( Paama ) ; Vowa ( Epi ) mb u ka h ;  
Bongabonga , Tongariki , Mataso n a +mboka h ,  r-takura n a +mb u k a h  
( Shepherd s ) ;  Me le , Fila poka s i ;  Aniwa p o xa s i ,  Futuna pa k a s i ;  
PPN * p u a ka . 

( 5 4 ) * p u l a s ' turn ' :  PAN * p u l e s ;  URA o+vo h o l  ( metathe s i s ? ) ,  NTN WSN 
o +u l h + l n ,  NVH o+kw l he+k f n , SWT kw r h e +k + n . 4 5  

( 5 5 )  * p u s i 'b Zow some thing ' :  PAN * ( Q S ) e Q b u s ; ERO URA o +vo s + i ; PPN * p u s i . 

( 56 )  * p u t a  ' b Zind ' :  PAN * b u t a ; NTN WSN o+u , LEN o +w , NVH o +k w ,  ANT 
a + b a  t .  

( 5 7 )  * ( m ) p ( a a ) l a Q 'but terfZ y ' :  PAN * b ( a e ) l e ( Q ) ba Q ;  ERO n e +m p l a Q .  

( 58 )  * ( m ) pa ( l n ) u  ' some ' :  NTN n e + i n ,  WSN n + +v e i n ,  LEN n � +v i n ,  KWM 
n e+pw u n , ANT h a l ;  PEO * ( m ) pa ( l n ) u .  

( 5 9 )  *mpeempe e k [  ] 'but terfZ y ' ( c f .  * m p eempee ) :  NTN po+k+pa u k ,  WSN 
pa pa u Q ,  LEN SWT KWM pwa pwa u k ,  NVH pwo pwa u k ; Koro ( Bank s )  
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&� r +k pwo k ,  Tavio ( Ep i )  k u l +&e&o Qg o ; Molima p ep e ? wa , Dobu 
p e p e kwa ( Ann Chowning , personal communication ) .  

( 6 0 ) * m pe l a s  ' op e n ' :  ERO t a l - p e l a h ;  PPN * f e L a . 
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( 61 )  * m p u a k  ' b e t e �  nut ' ( c f .  * m p ua ) :  WSN LEN NVH KWM n a +pwo k ;  Banoni 
b u g h a v +a ( metathe s i s ) .  

( 6 2 )  * ( m ) p u ( Q ) k u ( R )  'be hind, b u t tocks ' :  PAN * p u Q k u ( r ) ; ERO n e + m p u x u . 

( 6 3 )  * ( m ) p u l a Q ( i e ) ' twis t  toge t h er ' :  PAN * b u l a Q ;  ANT a s v a + p e l a n . 

( 64 )  * ( m ) p u l a ( t )  'round ' :  PAN * b u l a t ;  ANT p u l +p u l . 

( 6 5 )  * ( m ) p u s o ( s )  ' to p ' :  PAN * pu ( n ) c ( a u ) c ;  ERO ra - mp u - ;  Fij ian v u s o  
' top o f  a mountain ' .  

( 66 ) * ( m ) p u t a ( k ) 'ba �d ' :  PAN * b u Ta k ;  ANT i n +p e t . 

( 6 7 ) * [ q a ] ( n n ) a n a p i  ' y e s t erday ' :  ERO n i n u ,  NTN n e n i a p ,  WSN n e n i �v ,  LEN 
n e n a v ,  NVH n i � v ,  SWT n a n v �v ( with intrusive medial v ) , KWM n e �v , 

4 6  ANT i +y e n e v ; PEO * q a n a n a p l . 

( 6 8 ) * q u ( n ) t u  'ra i nbow ' :  ANT i n + h u t u + r a ; PPH * - q U N tu . 4 7  

( 6 9 )  * Ru q a n  ' ne c k ' ( c f .  * Ru q a ) :  PAN * R u q a N ;  ERO t a - no + u a - ,  NTN LEN 
n + u a - ,  SWT n f pa ta k - n +ua - . 4 8  

( 7 0 )  * s a Q ( i e ) ' turn over ' :  PAN * s u Q s a Q ;  ANT a h i +9 a n . 

( 7 1 )  * s ( e a ) l a t  ' en ter, en trance ' :  ERO s e l a t ,  n O Q u n - s e l a t  'door, bay ' ;  
PPH * s e l a t  ' en t er ' .  

( 7 2 )  * s u ka ' spear ' :  NTN LEN s u k ,  SWT s u kw ( with une xp lained kw ) ;  Proto­
Malaitan * s u ' a .  

( 7 3 )  * t a l  'fight ' :  PAN * ( t ) a l ( t ) a l ; ERO t a r . 4 9  

( 7 4 ) * ta l e Q 're turn, come back ' :  NTN WSN t e l f Q ,  LEN NVH l e l f Q ( LEN 
init ial 1 unexplained ) ,  SWT KWM r e r � Q ;  PEO * t a l e .  

( 75 )  * t a Qma n e  'man,  ma � e ' ( c f .  * Qma n e ) :  ERO n a + t ma n , NTN i e+ t ema a n , 
LEN i e+ r a mwaa n , NVH i e + l ma a n ,  SWT i e + r ma n ,  KWM i e+ rmwaa n ,  ANT 
n a + t a ffia ii . 5 0  

( 76 )  * t e k e ( q )  ' sk i n ' :  NVH t � k i - ,  SWT t i k i - , KWM t e k - ;  Proto -Malaitan 
* t e ' e . 5 1  

( 7 7 )  * to l o ( n n Q )  ' swa � �ow ' ( doublet o f  * to no l ) :  PAN * t e l e n ;  ANT a + t l e Q .  

( 78 )  * t u d a  ' drag ' :  PAN * t u n ( D ) a ;  ERO t o r a + to r +o Q i . 

( 7 9 )  * t um p u  ' swe L L  up ' :  ANT a + to b ;  PEO * t um p u . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  I am grateful to Bob Blust , Ann Chowning , George Grace , Pete 
Linc o ln , Andrew Pawley , Malc o lm Ro s s ,  Darrell Tryon, and David Walsh 
for comment s on earlier draft s o f  this paper ; and to the people of  
Eromanga , Aneityum , and e spec ially Tanna for t heir a s s i stanc e over the 
year s . I re s erve all credit for errors , mi sinterpretations , and the 

more far-fetched flight s o f  fanc y . 

2 .  Data were collec ted from John Naupa , Tom Kiri , Simeon Louo ( ERO)  
and Jame s Foto ( URA ) . An ERO wordlist  was produced as part o f  Lynch 
( n . d . ) .  Dialect differentat ion within ERO appears to be only slight , 
although no full survey has been attempted . 

3 .  Data on the various speech-traditions on Tanna were collected from 
numerous peopl e , among whom I should ment ion Tom Hiua , Mi sak , Natou , 
Koukare , John Kale te , Lomhanteni , N�m�k Loun�mala , and Jimmy I auiek . 

4 .  Much o f  this information was confirmed b y  my Aneityume se informant , 
Thomas Niditauae . 

5 .  My figure s are based on a slight ly modified Swadesh 2 0 0 -word l i st ; 
the URA l i st i s  subadequate . Tryon ' s  l i st is di scussed in Tryon 1 9 76 . 

6 .  For e xample , I have writ ten * ka n s u pe and not * k (a u ) n s u p e  for 'ra t ' 

s ince the forms in the SNH languages fairly c learly reflect * ka n s u p e  
and fairly c learly d o  not reflect * k u n s u p e .  

7 .  See for example 1 5  * n d a u n  : the glo s s  o f  the ANT form i s  ' hair,  
fea ther ' ,  while the parenthe sised glo s s  ' Zeaf ' is that o f  the POC form . 

7 7 2  
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8 .  The rule delet ing *q  must o c c ur after t he rule deleting final 
vowe l s , since t he vowe l before *q  is usual l y  retaine d ,  not lost . See 
example s ( 1 4 ) through ( 1 9 ) in s e c t ion 4 . 1 . 1 .  below . 

9 .  I e xc lude qualitat ive lexical evidence from this di scu s s ion on two 
ground s : ( i )  the number o f  lexical items apparently unique to one sub­
group is quite large , although ( i i )  their actual uniquene s s  can only be 
e stabli shed by checking all other Oceanic language s ,  a task whic h  c an 
probably never be sat i s factorily completed . 

1 0 .  Lexicostat i s t ic al table s were given in 1 . 1 .  above . 

11 . Innovations ( 1 )  and ( 2 )  appear to have begun to spread southward s 
into Tanna at least . 

12 . PTN and PSH forms are reconstruc ted in an orthography ident ical to 
that o f  POC , and the forms themselves are identical with forms which 
would be  recons truc t ible for POC should external evidenc e be found . In  
PTN and PSH reconstruc ted forms , * V  and * c  stand r e spect i ve ly for a 
proto -vowel and a proto-consonant who s e  exac t quality cannot be pre c i sely 
determine d .  

1 3 . WSN - a r u  sugge s t s  that the PTN form may need t o  b e  modified .  

14 . A s imilar , t hough not identical , split of * 1  into 1 and i i s  to a 

certain e xtent paralleled by t he split o f  * 1  in ANT into 1 and j .  Thi s 
wi ll be discus sed in more detail in s e ction 3 . 2 . 2 . 1 .  below . 

15 . The form *ampa  occurs also in NTN , WSN , and LEN , a s  k +a pwa ' no ' ;  
the func tion o f  a negative verb , however , does not occur in t ho s e  lan­
guage s .  

1 6 . The se subj e c t  marker s  have undergone a great deal o f  s impli fication 
sinc e Ingl i s  described them in 1 8 8 2 .  He showed a number o f  tense s with 
di fferent markers for all persons and numbers except in t he trial , where 
only one form was found for all  person s . My observations in 1 9 7 6  ( Lync h 
1 9 7 6 b ) sugge st that , in the se subj e c t  markers , the distinc t ion between 
dual , trial , and plural has been lost , and that person d i st inc t ions in 
t he non-singular have also been almost comp letely lo st . 
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1 7 . Indeed , the I in URA , NTN , and WSN may well derive from f a , since 
there are some cases at least of  *a becoming I be fore *e l : e . g .  2 3  
* ka l l > NTN I I  'dig ' ;  25 * k a m l  > URA g l m  'we ( exc l . ) ' ; etc . 

1 8 . ANT also has I n - a s  wel l  as n - and n V - as fused noun-init ial pre­

fixe s . I do not as yet understand where each is use d .  

19 . ERO , LEN , and ANT sugge st *d , NTN and WSN sugge st * 1 . 

2 0 . c f .  Mele s uk a l . 

21 . c f .  Wusi -Valui ( Santo ) h ee l . 

2 2 .  ' Fingel'nai 1, ' • 

2 3 .  'Finger ' only . 

24 . ' Hand ' .  

25 . c f .  Bek ( Banks )  mwomwo . 

26 . Banks language s have t uwa s - , tawa s - .  

27 . Ambrym languages have Q g e r e ,  Qg e l e .  

2 8 . Verb , ' to be foggy ' .  

29 . Second e l ement from poe * t a na q . ANT has n o po h t a n  which may be 
cognat e . Tutuba ( Santo ) has ma eo . 

3 0 .  For l o s s  of * t  before poe * u ,  see also 202 and 207 in sec tion 1 . 3 .  

31 . ANT nowa n l s p e h e n  may be cognate .  

3 2 . c f .  Malua Bay ( Malekula ) m b a r a - .  

3 3 . Verb , ' to hav e  t e s t i c L e s ,  to be no t y e t  cas tra ted ' .  

34 . Banks and Mal ekula language s have I l k ,  l e k l ,  etc . 
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35 . The change * n  > Q i s  irregular . It may pos sibly be conditioned 

by t he init ial * q , though normally *n > Q only if  t he con sonant in t he 
adjacent syllable i s  *q , and then only in NTN ,  WSN and LEN . 

3 6 . c f .  al so KWM n f kwa t a n a  'va Z Z e y ' .  

37 . Une xp lained l o s s  o f  * Q  in LEN and KWM . 

38 . POC * q  reconstruc ted on the same grounds a s  for ( 1 2 ) * s a u q  above 
( q . v . ) .  The Tannan languages show metathe s i s  of the POC vowe l s .  

3 9 .  Ann Chowning ( personal communication ) informs me t hat Mo lima has 
? u mu l a  for ' e arth-oven ' ;  however , Mol irna I doe s not derive from POC * n . 

4 0 .  I have not a s  yet been able t o  determine t he condit ions under 
whi c h  -n and - n i are u sed in SWT and KWM , although it appears that - n i 
i s  used with most kinship t erms . 

4 1 . All New Hebride s data quoted here are from Tryon 1 9 7 6 . 
I have reconstruc ted a final consonant in parenthe se s ,  following 

Blust ( in pres s ) ,  to repre s ent t he POC consonant t hat we would expect 
to occur on the basis o f  t he PAN e vidence , but which has not as yet 
been ob served in any Oceanic language . 

4 2 . POC * u  < PAN * u y  is irregular . 

4 3 . A number o f  Santo language s  show ko r u ,  ' o r u ,  e tc . ,  meaning 'dry ' .  
The s e  may be c ognat e , although the final vowel i s  suspec t . 

4 4 . Une xplained lo ss  o f  * s  in NVH and SWT . 

4 5 . ERO vo l may derive from this form , or from * pu l i q  ( c f .  127  in 1 . 3 .  
above ) .  

4 6 . ANT y sugge s t s  POC * n . However , NTN , WSN ,  and NVH n i  ( and also 
KWM n e ? ) sugge s t s  the p o s s ibility o f  a reconstruct ion * [ q a ] na na p i .  

4 7 . For ANT h < POC * q , see 3 . 1 . 3 .  above . 

4 8 . I suggest that PAN * R u q a N ,  POC * R u qa n ,  was reinterpreted as * R u q a  

p l u s  third person s ingular p o s s e s sive suffix - n  in SNH . Thi s  explanation 
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al lows us to account for the retention o f  *a , which would normally be 

lost if it was morpheme-final . 

4 9 .  POC * 1  > ERO r i s  not a regular development , but doe s  occur 
sporadically . 

5 0 .  c f . such forms as n a t mwa n ,  a ta mwa n l , l a ma n ,  n o r ma n , etc . ,  in lan­
guage s of the Banks ,  Penteco st ,  Santo , Malekula , Ep i ,  and t he Shepherd s ; 
and also forms suc h as Vitu (We st New Britain ) t a mo!a n e  from the New 

Guinea area . The s e ,  plus the pair POC * p i n e ,  POC * ta p i ne 'woman ' ,  
sugge st that both * �m a n e  and * t a � ma n e  should be reconstruc ted for POC o 

5 1 . Final * ( q )  i s  reconstruc ted on the basi s of the ret ention o f  the 
second vowel in the Tannan language s .  



PROTO-SOUTH HEBRIDEAN AND PROro-OCEANIC 

B I B L I OGRA PH Y 

BIGGS , Bruce , D . S .  WALSH , and Jocelyn WAQA 
1970 ' Proto-Polyne s ian Reconstruc t ions w i t h  English to Proto­

Polyne sian Finder List ' . WPVA 

BLUST , Robert A .  
1970  ' Prot o -Austrone sian Addenda ' .  O L  9/2 : 1 0 4 - 6 2 . 

1972a 

1972b 

' Proto-Oceanic Addenda with Cognates in non-Oceanic 
Aust rone s ian Language s :  a Preliminary L i st ' . WPLUH 4/1 : 
1 -4 3 .  

' Addit ions to "Proto-Austrone sian Addenda" and " Proto­
Oceanic Addenda wit h  Cognates  in non-Oceanic Austrone sian 
Language s " ' . WPLUH 4/8 : 1 -17 . 

1973  ' Addit ions to " Proto -Austrones ian Addenda" and "Proto­
Oceanic Addenda with Cognate s  in non-Oceanic Austrone sian 
Language s "  - 2 ' .  WPLUH 5/3 : 3 3 -6 1 . 

in press The P4o�o -Oce�n�c Pal���l� . Memoir 4 3 . Auckland : The 
Polynesian Society . 

CAPELL , A .  
1962  ' Oc eanic Lingui s t i c s  Today ' .  CA n�h4 3 : 3 7 1 -4 2 8 . 

n .d .  Eromanga . MS . 

CODRINGTON , R . H .  
188 5  The M el�ne���n Lang u�g e� � Oxford : Clarendon Pre s s . 

77 1 



7 7 8  JOHN LYNCH 

GABELENTZ , H . C .  von der 
1861-73  ' Die me1ane s i schen Sprachen nach ihrem grammatischen Bau 

und ihrer Verwandtscha ft unter sich und mit den malaiisch­
polyne s i schen Sprachen ' .  A b handlung �n d eA Ko�gli�h 

Sa�h� i� �h�n G �� �ll� � ha6t d eA Wi� � �n� � ha 6t�n zu  L �ipzig , 

Philologi� �h-Hi�to�i� � h �  Kla� � �  3 : 1-26 6 ,  1 86 1 ;  und 7 : 1 - 1 8 6 , 
1 8 7 3 . 

GRACE , George W.  
1969 ' A  Proto-Oceanic Finder Li st ' .  WPLUH 1/2 : 3 9 -84 . 

1976  Review o f  R . C .  Green and M .  Kelly , eds Studi�� i n  Oc �anic 

C ultu�� Hi�to�y 3 .  JPS 85 : 1 0 3 -1 2 . 

HEWITT , He1en-Jo Jakusz 
1966  ' Aneit yum o f  the Southern New Hebrides :  Anej om 

INGLIS , J .  

Segmental Phonology and Word List - A Pre liminary Report ' .  
T� R�o 9 : 1-4 3 .  

1 8 8 2  A Victio na�y 0 6  t h �  An�ityum�� � Lang uag � .  London : 
Williams and Norgate .  

KERN, Hendrik 
1906  ' Taalvergelij kende verhandeling over het Ane i tyums c h ,  Met 

een Aanhangsel over het klankstelsel van het Eromanga ' .  
VKNA 8 : 1 -14 6 .  

LINCOLN, Peter C .  
1976  De scribing Banoni , a n  Aus trone s ian Language o f  Southwe st 

Bougainville . Ph . D .  di ssertat ion , University o f  Hawaii , 
Honolulu . 

LYNCH , John 
1973a 

1973b 

1975a 

' Verbal Aspec t s  o f  Po s s e s sion in Melanesian Language s ' . 
O L  1 2 : 6 9 -1 0 2 . 

' Po s s e s s ive Structures in Lenakel ' .  Lingui�tic 

C ommunicati o n� 1 1 : 6 5 -8 2 . 

L �nak�l Pho nolog y .  WPLUH 7/1 . 



PROTO-SOUTH HEBRIDEAN AND PROTO-QCEANIC 7 7 9  

1975b ' Oral/nasal Alternation and t h e  Reali s/irreali s Di stinction 
in Oceanic Languages ' .  OL 14/2 : 87 -9 9 . 

1976a ' A  Not e  on the Proto-Oceanic Vowel s ' .  K�vung 9/1 : 1 8 - 2 7 . 

1976b Not e s  on Aneityume se Grammar . 

1977 L enak et V�cZi o na� y .  PL , C-55 . 

1978 A G�amma� 06  L enak et .  PL , B-55 . 

Mimeo . 

n . d .  
[ 1 974 J 

Sie ( Eromangan ) Wordli st . 1 0pp . 

PAWLEY ,  Andrew 
1972  ' On t h e  Internal Relationships of  Eas tern Oceanic Language s ' .  

In : R . C .  Green and M .  Kelly , eds Stud�e� �n O c ean�c c uttu�e 

H�� to�y 3 : 1 -14 2 .  Pac ific Anthropological Record s  1 3 .  
Hono lulu : Bernice P .  Bi shop Museum . 

1975  ' The Relationships o f  the Au st rone sian Language s o f  Central 
Papua : a Preliminary Study ' .  In : T . E .  Dutton , ed . Studi eA 

� n  Lang uag e� 0 6  C ent�at and S outh- ea�t Papua . P L ,  C -2 9 :  
3-105 . 

1977  O n  Rede fining ' Eastern Oceanic ' .  Mimeo . 

RAY , S . H .  
1 9 26  A Compa�aZi v e  Study 0 6  t h e  Metane��an l � tand Languag e� . 

Cambridge University Pre s s . 

ROS S ,  Malcolm 
1977  Relationships of  the Austrone sian Languages of  the Sepik 

and We stern Madang Coast o f  New Guinea . Mimeo . 

TRYON ,  D . T .  
1976  N ew H eb�ide� L anguag e� : an I nt�nat Cta� � � 6icaZio n .  P L ,  C - 5 0 . 

WURM, S . A .  and Basil WILSON 
1975  Engti� h Find �ti� t 0 6  R econ�t�ucZion� i n  Au� t�o n e� ian 

Lang uag e� ( po � t - 8�and� t ette� ) . PL , C-3 3 .  



Lynch, J. "Proto-South Hebridean and Proto-Oceanic". In Wurm, S.A. and Carrington, L. editors, Second International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics: Proceedings. 
C-61:717-779. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1978.   DOI:10.15144/PL-C61.717 
©1978 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	John LYNCH�717
	Proto-South Hebridean and Proto-Oceanic.

