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Number of dwelling units approved, June 1992
The tolal number of dwelling units approved (seasonally 
adjusted) rose by 1.9 per cent in June 1992 to 13.565. following
a 4.5 per cent fall in May 1992. Private sector house approvals 
rose by a significant 6.9 per cent in June 1992 to 9,670, 
offsetting Iwo small falls in April (-0,69o) and May (-1.9%). The 
June 1992 estimate for private house approvals was the highest
since May 1989.
The trend estimates (which largely remove the month-to-month 
volatility in the seasonally adjusted scries) for toul dwelling unit 
approvals continue to grow to June 1992. There would need to 
be a fall in the order of 6 per cent in seasonally adjusted tolal 
dwelling unit approvals in July for the trend to level out. The 
trend scries for private sector house approvals also displayed 
growth to June 1992. There would need to be a fall of the order 
of 9 per cent in seasonally adjusted private house approvals 
(more than twice the average mondily movement for this series), 
for this trend to flatten out.

DWELLING UNITS APPROVED, .lUNE 1992 

Percentage change

From

Total dwelling unit approvals (seasonally adjusted) rose in all 
■States between May and June 1992, and in all the respective 
States were between 20 and 40 per cent greater than in June 
1991.
In original terms, the 14,679 dwelling units approved in June 
1992 was the highest since June 1989. The total number of 
public sector dwelling units approved in June 1992 (1,795) rose 
by 53.4 per cent over May 1992, and was the highest monthly 
figure recorded since Afiril 1983.
Number of dwcllInE units approved, 1991-92
In original terms, the tolal number of dwelling units approved 
increased by 19.2 per cent between 1990-91 and 1991-92 to 
150,201. Private sector and public sector dwelling unit 
approvals increased by 17.9 per cent and 36.2 per cent 
respectively. Tolal house approvals rose by 17.9 per cent and 
tolal other residential (townhouses, flats, apartments, etc.) rose 
by 23.0 per cent. The increased contribution of the public sector 
and other residential dwelling components is noticeable.
On a Slate by Stale basis, percentage movements between 
1990-91 and 1991-92 in the number of dwelling units approved 
were:______________________________ ______________________

Number

From
previous corresponding month 

-- - of previous yearmonth
Total Dwellings

NSW Vic. Qld SA H'A Tas. NT ACT Ausi.
14.4 11.9 28.8 -1.3 28.6 12.1 57.4 76.0 19.2

Private sector houses—
Original
Seasonally adjusted 

1 vtal dwelling units—
Original
Seasonally adjusted

10,106
9.670

14.679
13,565

INQUIRIES

5.3
6.9

5.7
1.9

33.7
23.9

42.4
32.9

Only South Australia failed to record a substantial increase in
dwelling unit approvals during 1991-92. However, dwelling 

in South Australia have been relatively stable overunit approvals in South Australia have been relatively stable over 
the last four years and did not experience the same decline as in 
most other Slates during 1989 and 1990.

• for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics coniaci Paul Seville on Canberra (06) 252 6067 or any ABS office.

• for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services 
on Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State office.______________
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Value of building approved, June 1992
In seasonally adjusted terms, the value of Mal building ap­
proved in June 1992 was $1,698.9m, a 0.2 per cent decrease 
from May 1992. The trend estimates for ihc value of Mal 
building approved to June 1992 arc falling. Il will require an 
increase of around 6 per cent in die sca.sonally adjusted estimate 
in July 1992 for die trend to flatten out. The component trend 
scries continue to show patterns consistent widi those of recent 
monlhs: the trend for new residenlial building is rising gradually 
and the trend for nrin-residenlial building continues to decline.

Value of building approved, 1991-92
In original Icmis, the value of tolal building approval in 1991-92 
(521.018.5m) decreased by 0.4 per cent from 1990 91. In-
creases of 17.1 ¡>er cent in new residential building ajiproved and 
4.2 tier cent in approved alterations and addiliorus to residential 
building were offset by a 21.4 (kt cent decrease in non residen­
tial building approved.
On a Slate by Slate basis, percentage movements between 1990- 
91 and 1991-92 fw the value of building approved were;

The value of residenlial building approved increased subslanlial 
ly in all Slates and Territories except South Australia, in
1991-92. However, the value of non-residential building ap­
proved decreased in all Slates and Territories except Queensland 
(-e4.0%) and South Australia (-.6.1%).

Tlie fall in die value of non residential building anvoved be 
tween 1990 91 and 1991-92 of 21.4 jair cent, came on Uip of a 
fall of 32.1 per cent between 1989-90 and 1990-91 (where all 
Slates except Tasmania recorded substantial declines).

Tlic decline in nnn-rcsidenlial building approvals in 1991-92 was 
most nniiccabic in ihc mainly ■commcrtiar categories of Hotels 
(•22.K%). Shops (-29.5%). Factories (-36.6%), Offices (-26.7%) 
and Other business premises (-26.5%). Only the Feiucational 
(■rO.2%) and Religion (-t-4.3%) categories recorded any growth in 
building ap|<r<>VBl.s during die year. Since 1989-90, the value of 
Office approvals has fallen by nearly 50 per cent while the 
declines in the Hotels (-56%), Shops (-54%) and Factories (- 
52%) categories have also been substantial.

KesidentisKa) 
Non-resident tai 
Total Building

NSW Vtc Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Aiítí

11.2 10.5 24 9 06 15.6 8.1 55.0 57.1 15 1
33.8 12.2 4.0 6.1-43.5 22.0-38.7-22.5-214
-9.7 13 17 6 2 8 -101 -1.9 -2 5 14 6 -04

(a) New dwellings plui ahenuona and addiUon* u> reaideniial dwellings
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TABLE I. NUMBER OE UWEI.LING UNITS APPROVED IN NEW RKSIUENTIAL BUILDINGS, AUSTRALIA

Housts Olhtr ruuiential buildings Total

Pri vale 
sector

96,637
90,973

107.171

7,438 
9,138
7.560
9.519
9,113
8,763 
9,892
8.791
7.463

7,215
8,223
9,607
8,882
9,597

10.106

Public

4.146
3.082
3.693

377 
246
278 
181 
251
328 
449
366 
336

266 
192
227 
477
267
353

Total
Private 
sector

Public
Total

Private 
sector

Public
Total

100,783
94,055

110,864

32,412
26,267
31,038

6,821
5,724
8,299

39.233
31,991
39,337

129,049
117,240
138,209

10,967
8.806

11,992

140,016
126,046
150101

7.815 
9,384
7,838
9.700 
9,364
9,091

10,341
9,157 
7,799

7,481 
8,415
9,834
9,359 
9,864

10,459

1,926 
2,721 
2.0(X) 
2,550 
2.529 
2.56i> 
2.409 
2.449 
2,254

1441
1465
1818
2.669
3.116
1778

463 
472
490 
394
485 
482
355 
663

683
573
757

903
1,442

2,230 
3,184 
2,472 
3,040 
2,923
3,045 
2891
2.804 
2,917

3.124 
3,038
3.575 
3.741
4.019 
4,220

9.364 
11.859
9,560 

12,069 
11.642 
11,323 
12.301 
11140
9.T\T

9.656 
10,688 
12.425 
11151 
12,713 
12.884

681 
709
750 
671
645 
813
931 
721
999

949
765
984

1.549
1,170
1,795

10,045 
12,568
10,310 
12.740 
12187
11136 
13132 
11.961 
10,716

10,605
11.453
13,409
13,100
13,883
14.679

NCZrE^ The n-mber of idf-c«»nuined dwdlin| uniU «pproved « part of ihe conwnjcUcn of nrrn íaidenüil butldmg and alieriuons and adiiUor.i lo ex Jling bui.duigs
(including conveniinnt to dwelling units) are excluded from this table There were 94 such dwel ng unit* approved in June 19^2

T.VBI.E 2. VALVE OE Bl II.DING AIT'KOVEI). AVSTR.ILI.X 
($ million)

Vrw ra.n Itnttal building

Private 
sector

Houtts

Puh/ic
Total

Olbt<' residtntiol buildings

/’«¿iic 
sector Total

private 
sector

Total

Public
Total

A/i/raiir”Uf

addi lie ns

residential 
buildings

.\onresidenltal 
building Total building

Private
Total

Pnvate 
stctor Total

1989-90
1990-91
1991-92

8,163.9
7.792.2
9.113.0

272.0
206.6
275 6

8.435 9 2.327 7
7.9‘i8.8 1,895.1
9.388 5 2.(t6<»3

395.2 2,7229
35 9 4 2,254.5
557 1 2,617.4

10,491.5
9,687.3

11,173.3

667.2
5660
832.7

11.158.7
10.253.3
12.005.9

1.901.8 
1,894 9
1,973.9

9,926.0
6132.3
4.745.4

13.199.7
8.9574
7.038.7

22.289.3 26J6O3
21.1056

17.8735 21.0185

1991 - 
Apnl 
May

July 
Augu.« 
.September 
(October 
November 
December

631.9 
776 6
641.9 
810 8
770.7
754.6
848.0 
753-4
636.6

15.7 
18.3
13.5
18.3 
227
31.4 
25.0

657.0 
7913 
660 2 
824.3
789.0 
777.3 
879.4 
778.4
660.9

126.3 
rij
170.0
178.5 
164.5 
154.7 
165 0
153.4
157.7

15.6
27.3
26.9
33,0
21.3
26.7
29.5
26.8
53.4

141.9
219.7
196.8
211.6
185.8
181.4
194.5
180.1
211.1

758.2
969.0
811.9
989.3
935.2
909.3

1,013.0
906 8
794.3

40.7
43.0
45.1
46.5
39.6
49.4
60.9
51.7
77.7

798.9
1,0110

857.0
1,035.8

974.8
958.7

1,073.9
958.5
871.9

152.7
186.9
1468
170.6
156.7
179.9
193.1
171.0
145.8

438.4
567.0
420.8
501.5
411.2
383.0
596.2
349.8
377.8

564.5
891.7
671.0
700.5
657.6
578.1
788.1
493.5
532.5

1.348 4 
1,720.6
1,379.1
1.657 7 
1,502 6
1,470.6 
1.800 7
1.426 9 
1,316 3

1.5161 
2.090.6 
1.674 8
1.907.0 
1.789 1
1,716.6
2,055.2 
1.623 1
1150.3

1992 - 
Jiniiary 
I-cbruary 
March

May

616.4
690.3
814.6
746.3 
810.8
860.5

23.5
14.7
17.4
41.0
20.3
23.7

639.9
705.0
832.0
787.2
831.1
884.2

163.0 
170.4
193.2
171.1 
2111
176.7

46.6
42.4
51.2
73.1
62.0
91.1

209.5 
2117
244.4 
244.3
274.2 
267.8

779.3
860.6

1,007.8
917.4

1,022.9
1,037.2

70.0
57.0
68.6

114.1
82.3

114.8

849.4
917.7

1,076.4
1,031.5
1.105.2
1,1510

I4I.6 
147.7 
170.9 
169.9 
161.5 
165.2

397.2
322.1
378.4
316.1
396.7
315.5

587.3
490.0
548.7
476.0 
6658
520.6

1,316.8
1,329.2 
1,.556.3
1,398.7
1,580.5
1,517.1

1,555.4
1.795.9
1,677.4
1,9315
1,837.8
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TAI1I.E 3. NUMBER AND VALUE OE BUILDING APPROVED, AU.Sl HAI.IA 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SKRIPJi

Number of titvtlling uniti Valut($fn)

Total

Total
New 

residential 
building

Alttraliont and 
addiuoni to 
rtiidtnitaJ 

buildings
loial 

building (a)

7.586 
7,979 
7,683 
9.014 
8.937 
8.748 
8.923 
8,526 
8238

7,847
8,208
7,876
9,099
9,152
9,062
9,448 
8,971
8.511

9.436 
10.574
9.725 

11.407 
11.465 
11.241 
11.109 
11,000 
10,872

10.261
11234
10209
12.024
11.883
12,198
12.002
11.367
12,177

803.7 
8700
850.7 
975 8
9630 
977.2 
981.7 
929 2
974.9

157.4 
166 3
154.5
161.5 
1443
182.0 
163 5 
161 0
171.0

1,516 6 
1.702 6
1.7W6 
1,988 9
1,700.0 
1,708 4
1,882.1 
1,571.0 
1,685 2

8,379 
8,772 
92H 
9^24 
9.048 
9,670

8.764 
9.031
9.575 
9,619 
9,354 
9.821

11.528
11.193
11.530 
12.041 
12,126 
12,326

12.833
11.88?
12.707
13.934
13.307
13.565

1,035.2
957.1

1.015.1
1,079 0 
1.0179
1.067.1

164 8
157 7
1699
180.7
150.1
1660

1.765.9
1.750.9 
1.722-2 
1391.A 
1,702-3 
1,698 9

(a) Include* the value of non-reaidcnual building approved which u not leparately available in tcatonaJy adjusted lams.

TABI E 4 NT MBER AM) VAl.UK OK BUILDING APPROVKI). AUSTRALIA 
TREND ESTTNlATl-.S(a)

Sumbtr of ebvtlling umti ValM{$m)

Total

Ptriod
Pnvait

Total Total

New 
residential 

building

A.'feranonr and 
additions lo 

residential 
buildings

residential 
buiLiing

Total 
building

¡99!—

July
August 
Seplonbcr
October
November
December r

7.636 
7.896
8.221
8,523 
8,729
8,779 
8.708
8,608
8,550

1.92A 
8,126 
8.418 
8,727
8,982 
9.094
9.072 
8,993 
8,931

9.794
10.115
10.509
10,856
11.102 
11,207 
11,196
11.145
11,134

10,514
10,782
11,125 
11.447
11.723
11.900
11,970 
12,008
12,095

851.6
867.6 
804 3
923.4
949.8
9663
972.6
974.4
978.6

156 0 
156.5
157.9
159.8
161.8
163.6
164.7
165.8
166.4

704.1
688.6 
677 0 
666.3
657.4 
640.3
6’1.3
591.0 
5822

1,717.3 
1,723 0
1.739.6
1,758.0
1,7724
1,768.1
1,740.0
1.716.5
1.711.2

¡992— 
Jtnaary r 
February r 
March r

Mayr

8.599
8.759
8.960
9,159
9.337
9.491

8,956 
9.089
9.270 
9,452 
9,612
9.750

11.217
11.412
11.641
11,867
12,077
12257

12280
12.575
12.894
13,188
13.445
13.611

988.3
1,003.5
1,019.5
1.034.1
1.047.3
1,055.4

166.3
166.1
166.1
165.8
165.1
163.9

579.6
573.2
558.1

1,720-5
1.732-6
1,738-8
1,739.8
1,738.0
1,723.7

Explanatory Noica far a more deuiled explanaiion. NOTE: Because of 
it is nol possible lo discern with reasonable confidence the current direction of the trend at the end

(a) Se*«on«'ly adjusted series smoothed by application of a 1 S-icrrn Henderson moving average - see 
the hiidily erratic nature of the Non-rciidential Building Approvals senea It IS not possible lodiscc....... , • ,v
of the^a. Therefore ihe ABS doe. not provide Ihe 1«! ihre« ireod eiunule. of ihe value of Noo-residenn.1 Building Approval, ui ihe above uble.

VAl.UK
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TABLE 5. TOTAL NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS APPROVED, S'rATPkS(a) 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIKS

Ptriod NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas.

¡99!—

May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

2,985 
3,215
3,020 
3,938
3.546 
3,799
3.439 
3,169
3.701

1,798 
1,873 
1,744 
2,216 
1.992 
2,131 
2,261
2,080 
1,887

2,913 
3,009
3,026 
3,050
3,156 
3,199
3,471 
3,341
3,384

927 
1,011

811
954 

1,027
852 
928
858
839

1,219 
1213 
1,262 
1,396 
1,510 
1,536 
1.401 
1,302 
1,405

301 
312
261 
273 
389 
329 
319
276 
335

¡992 — 
January 
Pebruary 
March 
M^

3,338 
3,310
3,573 
4,151
3,534 
3,816

2,070
2,163
2.476
2,419
2,076
2,123

3,176 
3,677 
3247 
3.826
4,127 
4,156

1.206 
781 
896 
999
895 

1,062

1,596
1,325
1,771
1,780
1.705
1.788

386 
319 
34/)
334
260 
364

(1) Seasonally adjuxied data arc no. ■’viilablc for Northern Temtory or Ausinban Capital Temlory.

TABLE 6. VALUE OF BUILDING APPROVED A'P AVERAGE 1984-85 PRICKS (a), AUSTRALM 
OKKHNAL AND.SEA.SON ALLY AD.II STEI) SERIES

($ tnillion)

Housts

Period

restdenliai building

Total

Olher 
residential 

buildings Total

AlteraiiLins

additions

residential 
buildings

Non resid^nttal building

Pnvaie
Total

Total butldtng

Private 
sector Total

ORIGINAL

1988'89
1989-90
1990-91

7,031.1
5,148.3
4,789.8

5.323.6
4.917.0

2,115.5
1,816.6
1.497 0

9.349.8
7,140 2
6.414.0

1259.9
1,183.4
1.145 3

7.745.5
6.760.3
4,308.5

9.696.4
9.004.3
6,192.7

17,871.9
14,687.6
11,571.0

20,306.1
17.327.9
13.752.0

¡990—
1,211.3 1.234 4 366.9 1,601.3 2926 970.7 1^94.7 2,781.4 3.488.6

1991— 
Mar. qtr. 
June qtr. 
Sqx. qtr. 
Dec. qtr.

1,082.5
1256.1
1,431.9
1.368.1

1.120.3
1.29X5
1,464.9
1,416.0

389.7
375.3
395.4
409.8

1.510.0
1.667.8
1,860.3
1,825.8

256.3
291.9
306.7
308.1

1,069.9
1,003.4

938.9
976.2

1,464.2
1.497.1
1,400.9
1,330.2

2,773.1
2,902.0
3,039.4
3,010.4

3,230.5
3,456.8
3.567.9
3,464.1

7992— 
Mar. qtr. 1,300.8 1,335.0 474.2 1,809.2 278.6 821.5 1,199.4 2,802.6 3,287.2

SEASONALLY ADJUSTI-D

1990— 
Dec. qtr. 1.186.0 1,213.7 1,598.6 289.4 2,808.4 3,397.8

¡991- 
Mar. qtr. 
June qtr. 
Sept qtr. 
Dec. qtr.

1,172.3
1.220.1
1,400.4
1,331.6

iai6.7 
1.250.9 
1,431.6
1.381.8

1.647.2
1,578.1
1,526.9
1,814,2

279.6
287.0
295.0
299,4

3,(M0.4 
2,715.2
2,953.4 
3,050.5

3,575.3
3,220.1
3,557.8
3,404.3

¡992- 
Mar. qtr. 1,384.9 1.424.3 1,913.5 298.1 2,992.0 3,493.6

(a) See paint graph« 22-24 of the Explanatory Note*. Constant price eatimatca ate subject to revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices arul commodity 
compoeilions becomes available.
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TABLE 7. DETAILS OF BUILDING APPROVED, JUNE I»«

Total

Numbar 
ol

Valua duialUitg
(im)

Vaili»

Altaratioiu ' 
atid 

additioiu 
to 

raaidaiuial Hotala.
biaUìHg/ ate. Shopa Facioriaa Offtcaa

PRIVATE SECTOR

Afoa-r»w'rf»wrta/ biuUtng

Ottur 
baa- 

iaaaa 
pra- Fibu^- Kalifi-

Haaitk

EiUarlai-
mnartt 

a/td 
racraali- Mucal- 

laaaoia
Total 

Total biàlàat

NSW 
Vic, 
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas, 
NT 
Acr

2,499
2,124
2,686

893
1,375

243
55

231

249.7
183.3
227.6
62.2
94.7
16.1

3.7
23.1

1,066
125 
789
118
397
119

13
151

14.9
9.3

49.7
7.5

196
5.8
0.8
9.2

3565 
2249 
3,475
1,011
1.772

362 
68

382

324.7 
1926
277.3 
69.7

114.3 
220
4.5 

322

79.1
40.5
18.1
9.5
9.5
2.4
1.2
4.1

2.9
3.7
1.1
1.0
3.0
0.4

0.5

198
8.4

140
69 

14.4
0.7
0.2

16.8
9.0

13.1
1.3
2.2 
l.l
0.2

50.8 
11.9
3.2 
1.7 
35 
0.3
0.1 
0.2

19.6
7.9

13.4
5.4
3.6 
0.6
2.0
0.2

4.0
4.8
0.6
22 
0.9

1.9 
0.6 
0.6 
0.3
4.8
O.I

0.4

3.6 
0.6 
3.3 
1.6 
0.3
0.1 
0.2

64
5.3

0.1
0.4
0.2

3.3 
2.3
1.9 
04 
5.2

170.8
53.6
63.2
19.9
39.6
4.3
26

5335 
246.7 
3585

99.0 
163.3
n.l

8.3
38.8

Aujtraha /0./06 860.S 2.778 ¡76.7 ¡2884 ¡.0372 ¡643 ¡2.7 65J 43.7 7¡8 52.6 ¡73 8.6 93 20.7 ¡3.1 3J5J ¡3¡7J

PUBI JC SECTOR

NSW 
Vic. 
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas. 
NT 
ACT

91

86
55
28
10

K.2

6.8
2.5 
2.0 
09

374
35

615
108
237

286
2.6

36.4
4.2

128

Atalralia 353 23 7

10
63

06 
5.9

471 
112
701
163 
265

10 
10
63

36.8
5.9

43.2
6 8

14.7
0.9
0.6
5.9

0.1

0.7

0.2

64.5
0.6

8 2

0.1

1.442 9¡ J 1.795 ¡14 8 0.9 02 73J

TOTAL

0.2
0.8

0.2

12.6
5.6
2.3
3.1
23 
0.2 
0.1 
0.9

0.4
0.1
4.4
2.0
0.1
0.3

6.4
3.4

126
0.8

16.3
5.2
4.4
6.4

6.2
3.2

0.5

1.3
64
1.9

0.3

1.7 
3.0 
2.7 
0.2
05 
0.3

8.0 29

93.2 
23.1
24.1
14.9 
193
6.0
4.5

19.8

130.0
29.1
674
21.7
35.0
6.9
5.0

25.7

O'

27.0 73 553 ¡72 ¡2.8 92 2O3.J 320.7

NSW 
Vic. 
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas.
NT 
ACT

2596
2201
2.772

948
1,403

253
55

231

257.9 
1X6 7
234.4

967
17.0

3.7
23.1

1.4.10 
160

1,404 
226 
634
119 
23

214

103.5
119
86.1
117
324

5.8
1.4

15.1

4,036 
2,361 
4,176
1,174 
2037

372 
78

445

361 4
198 6
320 5
764

1290
228

5 1
38.1

79.1 
405 
18.1
9.5 

102
2.5 
1.2 
4.1

29 
3.7
1.3
1.0 
3.0 
04

0.5

84.3 
90

140 
15.1 
14.4
0.7 
0.2
1.2

169
9.8

13.1
1.5
2.2
1.1
0.2

63.4
17.5
5.5
4.8
5.8
0.5
0.2

19.9
8.0

17.8
7.3
5.1
0.9
2.0
0.2

11.2

17.4

18.5 
61 
4,4 
64

1.9
0.6
0.6
0.3
4.8
0.1

0.4

9.7
3.8
3.3
2.1
0.3 
0.1 
0.2
8.0

7.7
11.7
9.6
0.7
0.8
0.2

4.9 
5.3 
A.l 
O.h 
S.l 
0.3

223.0
76,7
87.3
34.8
59.1
10.3

Austnlia 10,459 8X4.2 4,220 2474 14,479 I.ISXO 1452 124 13S.9 444 984 ’••J 724 274

29 1J5 22.3

6635 
315.8 
426.0 
120.7
198.3
35.6 
134 
M.6

3X4 234 S2«.4 14374



TABLE 8.

Clou cf buikivtg

New houMi
New other rendentiel buü<lin|t 
Total HOW widaatiai

Altenuons and addiuocu lo 
leaidenlial buildinga

Hotels, etc.
Shops 
Factories
Offices
Other business premises
Educational
Rehgiotu
Health
Entertsiranenl and recreational 
hfiscellaneous
Tolal HOH-ruuiantial bmlding

Tout

New houses
New other rcsidcnual buildingi 
Total naw widanuai bmlding

Altentions and addiuoru lo 
residential buddings

Hotels, etc.
Shops
Faetones
Offices
Other business premises
Educational
Religious 
Health 
Entertainment and recreauonal 
hCsccUaneoua
Total non-rtíúiantiai building

ToUl

New house!
New other residential buildings 
Tolal now rtJuiantial building

Altenlicnt end addiuoru to 
reaidcntitl buildinga

Hotels, etc.
Shops
Factories
Offices
Other business premises
Educational
Rcligiaus
Health
Entgrtaiament and recreatioful
Macelbnecau
Toul Hoit-rtsidgMial buiUinf

ToUl

7

VALUE OF BUILDING APPROVED, BY CLASS OF BUILDING AND OWNERSHIP 
($ mlllkui)

Í999-9ÍL t99L91.
PKIVATB SECTOR

Hvih..
¡992.
April___ Mío. ■Ziw

1.163.9
2,32/ 7

J0.49IJ

1,132.2
1395.1
9.687.3

9.113 0
2.060.3

H.173J

814.6
1932 

//)074

14h.3
171.1 
9/7.4

8108
212.1 

/X’229

860.5
176.7 

/337J

1.871.1 1,873.6 1,954 8 170 1 165 2 160.9 1643

9QQi 
1.863.7 
1,415.1 
3,398.4 
1,165 3

247.2 
727

2643 
3846 
2139

9.9260

513.0
1,204.6 

9437
1.5129 

7921
294 8 
761

215.2 
431.7
248 3

62J2.J

399 0 
7877 
651 9

1.196 0 
566 6
237 2 
794

249 4 
371 0
207 3

4.745 4

89
78 0 
85 8
692 
50 8
17.6
9.3

304
14 2 
14.2

5784

5 1
69 8 
300
997
33 4
21.6 
60
5 0

209
247

J/6 /

13 2 
85 4
46.7 
663
649 
19.2
74

461 
34 1
132 

596 7

121 
f>5 5 
43 7 
71 8
52.6 
173
8.6 
95

207 
131

5/5J

22.M9J 17,7934 173734 UM4 14M.7 1417.1

P1;BI IC SECTOR

mQ 
395 2 
6674

2066
359 4
566 0

275 6 
557 1 
«J2 7

17.4
SI 2 
656

41 0
73 1

H4 I

203
620
823

231
91 1

Íi4 8

300 21 3 19 1 07 47 06 09

28 8 
539 
608

854 8 
469 5
8228

0.9 
3429 
1608 
4785

33737

3,970.9

8,435.9 
X7229 

n.l58.7

1.901.8

9296
1,917.6
1.475.8
4,253.3
1.634.7
1.070.0

73.6
607.2
545.5
6924

¡3.199.7

263604

130 
51 6

168 0 
8704 
2622
633 3

1 3
31 h
53Q

5431
208 1
693 1

02 
23 
31

266 
47 0 
38 9

0.2 
0.5

20 1
38 9
9 6 

53 0

26
1.2

1482
209
61 8

Q2
13 3

n.Q 
73 

55 5

311 1
104 3
311 1

2.725 /

3412.4

TOTAL

7.998.8
2,2545 

/045J4

1.894 9

526.0
1.256,2

2,383.3
1,054.3

928.1
76.1

526.2
536.0
559.4

5357.4

21,105.6

2Ai 2 
135 6 
3007 

24934

3.145.1

9.388.5
2.617 4

/2XX?5.9

1.973.9

4063
885.2
704,9

1.745.7
774.7
9303
79.4

497.5
5066
508.0

21,0184

182
108
232 

/70J

239.4

832.0
244 4 

/5>7d.4

170.9

9.1
803
88.8
95.8
97.7
56.6
9.3

48.6
25.1
37.4

548.7

1,795.9

9 1
9 6

18 8 
/593

278.7

787.2
244 3

169 9

5.3
70.4
50.1

138.6
43.0 
74.6
6.0

14.1
30 5
43.5

476.0

1,677.4

96
66

18.3
2692

352.1

831.1
274.2 

/JÛ52

161.5

132 
88.1
47.9

214.6 
85 8
81.0
7.4

55.7
40.7
31.4

665.8

1,9324

179
12.8
99

205.1

320.7

8842
267 8 

/452 0

165 2

12.8
138 9

44.8
98 8
59.8
72.8

86
27.4
33.6
230

5206

13374



P^nod

1992 Apnl 
May

1992 April 
Miy

1992 April 
May

1992 Aprd 
May

1992 Apnl
May

1992 Apnl 
Mjy

1992 April 
May

1992 Apnl 
May

1992 April 
May

1992 April 
M«y

1992 April 
May
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TAULE 9. NON-RESIDKNTIAL BUILDING JOBS APPROVKD, BY CLASS OK BUILDING 
AND VALLIE SIZE GROUPS

$50,000 to Um 
than $200,000

$200,000 to Ita 
than $500,000

$500,000 to lut 
than $/n

$lm to Itit 
than $5m

$5m and
Total

No.

18
24
31

142
128
163

77
84
81

134
126
144

89
108
116

25
45
51

16
IS
10

13
30
23

35
46
53

40
62
53

589
668
725

Valut
($m)

20
14
3.5

12.9
12.3
15.1

7.4
89
8.7

14.C 
IZO 
14 3

96
104
109

14

5.1

1 6 
ZO 
13

1.5 
Z8 
Z3

3.4
4.5
4.9

4,0
6.0

58.9
65.7
70.8

No.

9

43
41
62

33
27
44

51
50
47

32
39
30

16
16
40

4
9

12
12
10

Valué
(i>n) No.

Valiw 
($m) No.

Valiu 
($m) No.

Va/u<
I'JmJ No.

Vaiuf
{$mi

HOTIiU. liTC.

2.2
2.5
24

0.6
0.6
2.4

4 7.7
46

27
38
46

5 3
132
128

SHOPS

13.1
12.2
19.2

99
80 

12-4

14 3
15.3
14.3

8
17
16

4 8
11.0
102

8
13
9

22.1
24 6
138

4
4

17.5
280 
807

2iï2
203
254

70 4
88 I

138 9

I-ACrORIES

12
15

2.7
7.5

107

3

4

36
15 6

5.3

2 265
80
78

119
131
145

SO 1 
47 9 
44 8

OFIICES

19
20
20

122
149

13
18

23 0
20.8
287

6
3
2

75 8
1543
267

221
212
231

138 6
214 6
98 8

OTHER blslst:ss i»Ri:\«si;s

93
11.8
83

52
5.4

11.7

17
12
25

3.7
2.8

9
19
25

64
124
162

9
14
6

n.i 
250 
174

263
7.0

139
184
178

430
85 8
59 8

EDUCAnONAl.

15
14

60
102
99

16
15
15

35 2
290
27.9

4

3

258
31 8
182

70
95

123

74.6
81 0
728

REIJGIOLS
1 
5 32

2

IS 
1 0 
48

24
25
21

60

8 6

HEALTH

2

4
48
3.1

3
8

78
153
11.2

3 29.2 
80

30
60
45

Ï4 1 
55.7 
27.4

rSTERTAlNMENT AND RECREATIONAL

16
18
24

16
17

232
233
292

4.4
5.6
7.7

3
6
8

40
5.3

5
8
8

8.1
14.2
156

2
2

13.1 
124

61
80
93

30.5
40 7
33.6

MISCELLA.NKOVS

5.0
5.9
5.7

2
2
6

15 5 
9

129
18.0
8.0

3 20.1 66
90
81

43.5
31 4
23.0

TOTAL NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

69.0
71.5
86.9

59
104
112

37.4
67.5
77.2

61
92
76

131.9
171.2
137.4

18
21
12

178.8
290.0
148.3

959
1.118
1217

476.0
665.8
520.6



Ptriod NSW

1991-92 43,336

9

TABLE 10. SUMMARY OK BUILDING APPKOVKI)

Vic. Qld SA WA

NUMJH-R OH DWEIJJNO IWIS

T(u. Nrr ACT Auilraha

26.013 41.871 11.258 18J77 3,903 1.459 3,784 150001

¡991 —
2,999 1.749 2.772 867 1.344 251 82 246 10,310

1992-^ 
March 

M^y
3,911
3,749
3,864
4,036

2.405
2,345
2,291
2.361

3,540
3.393
4,168
4,176

1,004
958
889

1,174

1,734
1,666
1,977
2.037

355
320
319
372

53 
218

83 
78

407
451
292
445

13.4W 
13,100
13,883
14.679

1991-92 3.890 2 2.170 9

VALUE OH NhW RI-SIDEVnAL BUIIJilNG ($m)

3.245.7 755 6 1,217 9 260.3 130.2 335.1 12,005 9

¡991—
295.8 147.1 216 1 58 3 94 8 175 21 7 857.0

¡992- 
March

May

363 3 
3245 
355.7
361.4

194.5
194 2
188 2
198 6

272.8
257 3
3170
320 5

666
64 6
59 4
76 4

116 0
107 3
1299
1290

22 4 
21.1
21 1
228

40 
233
79 
5.1

368
391
260
381

1.076 4
1,031.5
1,1052
1,1520

1991-92

/W/

/992—
March

May

1991-92

1991 —

1992 
March

May

1991-92

/W—

¡992— 
March

May

VAI.LT OF ALn;RAno.\S AND ADDmONS TO RFSlDFN’nAL BUHDlNtlS t$m)

902 2 514 I 205 8 123 8 32 6 178 53.3 1.973 9

69.5

76.4 
77.1
72.4
79 I

2,483.7

341.5

1801
205.0
310.1
223.0

7275.8

706.8

619.8
606.3
738.2
663.5

39 3

47 3
41 1
44 3
405

1,473 7

76 8

113.7
90 1
94 5
767

4.158.8

263.2

355.5
325.4
327.0
315.8

IS 1

165 
179
163 
18 1

9 3 17 1.2 146.8

10.1 
110 
10 I
95

9 1
10 6
102

2.5
27

2.5
18
1.2

5.2
9.7
3.8
4,1

170.9
1699
161.5
1652

VALUE OF NON RESIDENTIAL BLTIBING ($m)

1.530 7 626 6 5<M 9 105.9 93.2 220.2 7.038.7

1696

75.0
59.5

116.8
87.3

25.3 28 5 7 8 24 19.1 671.0

1149
28.2
68.2
34.8

365
41 4
54 8
59 1

14.4
3.1
6.9

10.3

25
11.2
9.6
7.1

11.4
37.9
49

22.3

548.7
476.0
665.8
5206

VALLI- OF TOTAL BUILDING (Sm)

4.982.1 1.506.0 1.847.0 398.9 241.3 608.6 21.018.5

400.8

364.2
334.6
450.1
426.0

929 131 4 27.1 9.3 43.3 1,674.8

191.6
103.8
137.7
120.7

164.3
157.8
195.3
198.3

39.3
26.8
30.1
35.6

35.8
19.2
13.4

53.5
86.7
34.8
64.6

1,795.9
1,677.4
1,9325
1.837.8
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Scope and coverage
explanatory NOTUS

This publication conlains monthly details of building work 
annrovpft Cttitlcilpo _____  ■ ®

Residential buildings can be either houses

approved. Statistics of building work approved 
piled from: arc com-

residential huildinns as follows:
or other

(a) A house is defined

(a) Permits issued by local government authorities in
as a detached building

areas subjeci lo building control by those 
authorities; and

predominantly u.sctl for long term residential pur" 
iwscs and consisting of only one dwelling unit. 
Thus, detached ‘granny flats’ and detached dwell.

pur-

'granny flats’ and detached dwcll-

(b) Contracts let or day labour work authorised by 
Commonweallh, State, scmi-govcmmcni and local

o--------1 uvujciieu uwell­
ing units (such as caretakers’ residences) asstK'iatcd 
with non-residential buildings arc defined as 
houses for the purpose of these statistics.

government authorities. (b) An other residential building is defined as a build­

Major building acuvity which take.s place in areas not 
subject to the normal administrative approval proccs.scs 
(e.g. building.s on remote mine sites) i.s also included.

processes

2.-. The statistics relate to building activity which in­
cludes construction of new buildings and alterations and 
additions to existing buildings. Construction activity not 
defined as building (e.g. construction of roads bridges 
railways, earthworks, etc.) i.s excluded from this publica­
tion, but can be found •“ '■ -

8.

Activity. Australia (8762.0).
in Engineering Construction

3. In relalion to work carried
the statistics include details of

out on existing buildings.
non-siructural renovation____ , e . . , ............. .............. iuuviuiia iviiuvauon 

work and the installation of integral 
buildinCf firhirnc u.......................................... . °.building fixtures, for which building 
laincd.

approval wa.s ob-

4. From July 1990. the stalisucs cover;

ç'i'ri’rjïÎ’'’“’ fwirfc’lial building jobs valued al
SIO.CXTO or more.

(^) approved alteration.s and addition.s 
buildings valued at SIO.OOO or more.

to residential

(c) all approved non-rc.sideniial building jobs valued 
fyv\ ___ ______ ’ *aiucuS50,0()0 or more.

ai

Definitions
5. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent 

ilirp LL'hirh h'lo '1 . ..it .structure which ha.s a roof. Iks intended purpose is primari-, . , ~ •••‘'-'«'j'-u pui|>ose IS priman-y to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or
An mlofTv'il Cnr,,.__  _ 1 -t .. . . .livestock. An integral feature of a building’s design, to. r • • . ° --- “ uuliuHiK uesisatisfy Its intended use, is the provision for regular 

nv ne.rcnncby persons. access

6. a self-contained .suiter . .............. CL, c O..ll-LUIILaint
01 rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities
tended for long term residential and in­

use. Units (whetherscif-conlaincd or not) within buildings offering institution­
al care, such a.s hospitals, or temporary accommodation 
such as motels, hostels and holiday ap 
defined as dwelling units. The value ofapartments, are not
• ■ ... . “ ................ units of this type
is included in the appropriate category of non-rcsidcnlial
building approved.

7. A residential building is defined 
prcdominandy consisting of one or more dwelling units“as a building

ing which is predominantly used for long 
rpvi/tnnf i'll ___________ I . i_ • I .°

WHICH IS prcoominantly used for long term 
residential purposes and which conlains (or has at-
tached to it) more than one dwelling unit (e.g.- ----- ----------- —UnrVHHIg uilll je.g.
includes townhouses, duplexes, apartment buildings 
etc.). “

, The number of dwelling units created by alleralions 
and additions lo existing buildings, and through the con­
struction of new non-residential buildings, is not included 
tn the tables but is shown as a ftxnnolc to Table I.

9. Values data arc derived by aggregation of the cs-
limatcd value (when completed) of building worx 
(excluding s-aliic of land and landscaping but including 
sue preparation) as reported on approval documents For 
hmiezve’ ikzvz.z. ..... .  . _ .. ....'hou.scs', these cstiniales

work

arc usually a reliable indicator of--------- ------- w .vaw.xj O IVHUl'IU IHUItaiOr Ol 
the completed value of the building. However, for ‘other 
residential buildings’ and ‘non-residential buildings’ these 
estimates can differ significantly from the completed 
VnlllP (yf f hi"* hllililtnnvalue of the building.

Building classification
10. fJHzicr.c/iip. The owi. nership of a building is classified 
as cither public sector or private sector according to the 
.qf'rinr nf Ihn inf.vnzLvzi ..... ..r .r . _ ...sector of the intended ow ner of the completed building as. , ....... .............. '-A/ntjtn.lVLl I __
evident at the time of approval. Residential buiidin 
being consiructed by private sector builders under govern­
ment hou.smg audiority schemes whereby the authority ha.s 
contrncteii nr intpurK- to _ I . y .contraeteti, or intends to

buildings

contract, to purchase the build-V»./ j’UlVIldAC 
mgs on or before completion, arc classified
sector. as public

cltissification of buildings. A building is 
cla.ssified according to its intended major function. .A 
building which is ancillary to other buildings or fonn.s a 
part of a group of related building.s is classified lo the 
function of the building and not to the function of the 
group as a whole. An example of this can be .seen in the 
treatment of building work approved for a factory com­
plex In this case a detached administration building 
would be classilied to Offices, a detached cafeteria build 
mg to Shops, while faclory buildings would lie classified 
to Factories. An exception to this rule is the treatment of 
group accommodation buildings where, for example a 
student accommodation building on a university camnus 
would be rlnccifieH rd.___i *would be cla.ssificd lo Educational.

or forms a

General
12 For puiposcs of comparison, it should be noted that 
statistics of budding approvals are affected from month to



Il

month by large projects (such as blocks of flats and multi 
storey office buildings) approved in particular months and 
also by Ihc adminisirulivc arrangements of government 
authorities.

Seasunal adjustment
13. Seasonally adjusted building sUlislics arc shown in 
Tables 3 and .5. In these scries, account ha.s been taken of 
normal seasonal factors and ‘trading day’ effects (arising 
from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays. Tues­
days etc. in the month) and the effect of movement in the 
dale of Easter which may, in successive years, affect 
figures for different months. UcLiils of the mclhtxls used 
in seasonally adjusting the series are available on request.

14. Each of the component scries shown ha.s been 
seasontiily adjusted intlcpcndcntly. As a consequence, 
while Ilie unadjusted components in the original seric.s 
shown add to the tolals, the adjusted components may not 
aild to the adjusted totals. Further, the difference between 
intlcpcndcntly sca.sonally adjusted scries docs not neces­
sarily prtxlucc scries which are optimal or even adequate 
adjustments of the similarly derived original scries. Thus 
Ihc figure.s which can be derived by subtracting seasonally 
adjusted private sector dwelling units from the seasonally 
adjusted total should not be used to rcprc.scnt .seasonally 
adjusted public sector dwelling units.

15. Seasonal adjustment may be carried out by variou.s 
methods and the results may vary slightly according ki the 
procedure adopted. Accordingly, seasonally adjusted 
statistics should not be regarded as in any way definitive. 
In intcqireting particular sca.sonally adjusted statistics it Is 
important to bear in mind the methods by which they have 
been derived and the limitations to which the mcthtxl.s 
used arc subject.

16. Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the es­
timated effects of normal seasonal variation from the 
series so that the effects of other influencc.s on the seric.s 
may be more clearly recognised. Sca.sonal adjustment pro­
cedures do not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-seasonal influences which may be present in any par­
ticular month, such as the effect of the approval of large 
projects or as a consequence of the adminisuative arran­
gements of approving authorities. Irregular influences that 
are highly volatile can make it difficult to interpret the 
movement of the scries even after adjustment for seasonal 
variation.

17. The seasonally adjusted seric.s can, however, be 
smoothed to reduce the impact of the irregular component 
in the adjusted scries. This smoothed seasonally adjusted 
series is called a trend estimate. There arc a number of 
ways of accomplishing this, depending on Ihe intended 
uses of the trend estimate. If importance is attached to 
measuring the underlying change in the most recent 
periods, moving averages employing appropriate weight­
ing patterns should be adopted: the choice of averaging 
technique will dciermine in part the degree of smoothness 
of the derived scries. For example, a 23-tcrm moving 
average will generally even out more of the short term 
fluctuation in a series (and therefore appear ‘smoother’) 

than will a 13-term moving average. However, the longer 
Ihe term of the moving average the longer the lime scries 
affected by rcvision.s resulting from more recent data. In 
order to ensure that the underlying trend-cycle of a .scries 
is reflected in Ihc trend estimate, the degree of smoothness 
alone cannot always be used as the sole criterion in deter­
mining which moving average is appropriate.

18. Trend estimates of building statistics arc shown in 
Table 4. Each of the component trend scries shown has 
been derived independently. A.s with the .seasonally ad­
justed scries, the component trend scries should not be 
subtracted from Ihc total to derive unpublished com- 
poncnts. The trend estimates (often referred to as

atrend-cycle estimates) have been derived by applying a 
13-lcrm tlcnderson-weighlcd moving average to the 
series.

19. While Ihi.s technique enables trend estimates for the 
latest pcritxl to he produced, it doe.s result in revisions to 
the Irend estimates for the most recent months as addition­
al observations become available. Tliere may also be 
revisions a.s a result of changes in the original data, and 
as a result of the re-csiimaiion of the .seasonal factors.

20. Users should note that the last Ihree observations of 
the non-rcsidcntial building trend scries are not published 
because they arc subject to very large revisions. This oc­

thecurs because the irregular component in the 
non-rcsidcntial seric.s generally contributes considerably 
more to the monthly variations in the scries than the mend 
component.

21. Details of other trend-cycle weighting patterns can 
be found in A Guide to Smoothing Time Series — Es- 
tinuttes of "Trend" (1316.0).

Estimates al constant prices
22. Estimates of the quarterly value of building ap­
provals al average 1984-85 price.s arc presented in original 
and seasonally adjusted terms for Australia in Table 6. 
(Note : monthly value data at constant prices are not 
available).

23. Constant price esUmates measure changes in value 
after the direct effects of price changes have been 
eliminated. The deflators used to revalue the current price 
estimates in this publication arc derived from the .same 
price data underlying the deflators compiled for the dwell­
ings and non-dwelling construction components of the 
national accounts aggregate ‘Gross fixed capital 
expenditure’.

24. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number 
of approximations and assumptions. Further information 
on the nature and concepts of constant price estimates us 
contained in Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts 
Concepts, Sources and Methods (5216.0).

Unpublished data and related publications
25. The ABS can also make available certain building 
approvals data which arc not published. Where it is not 
practicable to provide the required information by 
telephone, data can be provided in the following forms:



12

microfiche, pholCKopy, computer printout, floppy disk and 
clerically extracted tabulation. A charge may be made for 
providing unpublished information in these forms.

26. Users may al.so wish to refer to the following build­
ing and construction publications which are available on 
request:

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence- 
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — issued quarterly

Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) — issued quarterly

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) — 
issued quarterly

Construction Activity at Consiant Prices, Australia 
(8782.0) — issued quarterly

27. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Pulilications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS al.so issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice arc available from any ABS Office.

Electronic services
DlSCOVIiRY. Key *656t( for selected current economic, 

social and demographic statistics.

PC-Ausstats. Thousands of up-to-date lime scries are 
available on this ABS on-line service. For
furlhcr informalion
PC-Ausstats 1 
(06) 252 6017.

TiilJiSTATS. Thi.s service provides:

Help
phone the
Desk on

• foreign trade statistics tailored lo users' 
requirements. Further information is 
available on (06) 252 5404.

• text and tables for selected Main 
Economic Indicator publications. 
Further information is available on 
(06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available on 
floppy disk. Further information is
available on (06) 252 6684.

Symbol.s and other usages
— nil or rounded to zero.

r figure or scries revised since previous issue.
n.a. not available

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

28. Where figures have been rounded, di.strepantics may 
occur bciwccn sums of ihc component items and totals.
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