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CONSUMER CREDIT, QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 1990

MAIN FEATURES

• In the last 12 months, 41.2 per cent of people in 
Queensland aged 15 or more used at least 1 credit 
card.

• Almost 11 per cent of people who used credit cards 
were not the principal cardholder for their main 
credit card account.

• Of persons who used a credit card in the past 12 
moi.ths, 51.3 per cent used a single bank credit card 
only.

• Nearly two-thirds (65 per cent) of people who were 
the principal cardholder for their main credit card 
had a credit limit of more than $1,000 on their main 
credit card account.

• More than $1,000 was owing on the main credit card 
account of 18.8 per cent of persons who were the 
principal cardholder for their main credit card.

NOTES

The data in this publication are compiled from a survey on consumer credit that was conducted throughout Queensland in 
October 1990 as a supplement in the national monthly population survey. Half of the sample of private dwellings in 
Queensland that were included in the monthly population survey were in scope. (See Explanatory Notes.)

Explanatory Notes and Technical Noles are located at the hack of this publication.

313 Adelaide Street 
BRISBANE Q 4000
9 October 1991

J. K. Cornish 
DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN

INQUIRIES • for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished 
statistics, contact Tania Ponniah on Brisbane (C ’) 222 6305 or any ABS State office.

•for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on Brisbane 
(07) 222 6351 or any ABS State office.
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TABLE 1 - PERSONS: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY NUMBER OF CREDIT CARDS USED, 
QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 1990

(’000)

Selected 
characteratics Ont Two

Three 
or nwe Total

Sex 
Male 
Female s

D
660.9
605.0

264.7
296.0

101.7
126.4 60.2

1,066.0
1,087.6

Age group 
15-24 
25-44 
45-64 
65 years and over

374.7
400.0
276.8
214.4

67.3
296,3
150.6
46.4

17.4
125.9
65.1
19.7

•3.0
50.1
35.1
10.0

462.4
873.0
527.7
290.4

Marital status 
Married 
De facto 
Scpa rated 
Divorced 
Widowed 
Never married

^3.1 
^■4 
30.2 
50.4 
90.8

426.0

400.3
22.7
11.4
17.9
15.4
92.9

170.0
7.0 

*5.7
11.3
8.1

26.1

73.8 
*2.6 
• 1.9 
•4.9 
•2.6
13.0

1,257.2
87.8
49.3
84.4

116.9
557.9

Country of birth 
Australia 
New Zealand 
Other Oceania 
UK and Ireland 
Southern Europe 
Other Europe and USSR 
Asia
USA and Canada 
Other America 
Africa

1,020.7
33.4

7.0
88.1
33.9
30.8
38.0
• 4.3

•• 1.5
8.1

449.6
21.8 
*2.7
47.7
6.5

11.9
10.8 

•4.9
•• 1.1
•3.6

181.8
9.6

•• 0.9
18.8

•2.6
•5.6
•5.3
*2.2

••0.0

76.9 
*4.0 

•*0.8
8.3

•* 1,4 
•2.7 
•2.6

•*1.5
••0.4
••0.3

1,729.1
68.9
11.4

162.9
44.3
50.9
56.7
12.9

•3.1
13.5

Region

Brisbane Statistical Division (BSD) 
Brisbane City
BSD Balance

537 6
324.3
207.3

272./
158.8
113.2

126J
80.5
45.8

63 2
44.4
18.8

993J

385.1
Mortion Siaiislical Divuion 

South and East Moreton 
North and West Moreton

220.^
124.2
106.2

103.6
58.0
45.7

45.8
26.8
18.9

75.7 
n.i

*3.0

J95 5
221.6
173.9

^a/oActf of Queensland
Wide Bay - Bumetl
Darling Downs aid South-West
Mackay, Fitzroy and Central-West 
Northern and Nc^rth-West
Far North

503.9
104.3
96.7

129.7
104,7
68.5

185j0
32.3
36.4
51.1
37.7
27.5

56.1
8.2

12.0
20.1
10.3

•5.5

20.0 
•*1.5 
*5.1

5.9 
*5.2 
*12

764.9
146.3
150.3
206.7
157.9
103.7

Employment status 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Not in lalxHir force

658.8
85.3

521.8

394.2
14.5

151.9

166.7 
•4.3 
57.1

120
•* 1.5

25.4

1,291.7
105.7
756.2

p-
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TABLE 1 - PERSONS: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY NUMBER OF CREDIT CARDS USED, 
QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 1990 - contuiugd 

(’000)

Seltcttd 
chansetgristics Nant Ont Two

Thrtt 
or norg Toiai

Mam source of income
Wages or salary
Government pension or cash benefit
Own busirwss or share in partnerehip

<L* SuperannuMicxi
Invesimeni/intcrest

® Other

499.2
430.9
137.8

10.1
52.1

145.8

320.7
108.4
64.1 
*4.4
28.2
34.9

1382
32.9
25.6
•4.9
14.0
12.7

61.6
10.4
9.6

• 1.8
110

•3.5

1,009.6 
5816 
237.0

21.2 
106.2 
196.8

Perxmal annual income 
Nil 
$1 - $5,000 
$5,001 - $8,000 
$8,001 • $12,000
$12,001 
$16,001 
$20,001
$25,001 
$30,001 
$35,001

$16,000
$20,000
$25,000
$30,000
$35,000
$40,000

$40,001 and over 
Not reponed/don't know

131.0
164.5
267.4
160.4
109.2
114.6
106.3
65.5
50.4
23.3
42.5
30.7

28.9 
53.5 
63.0
51.0 
517 
66.1
74.4
631
36.6
23.7
42.4 
•5.1

10.0
14.4
14,9
21.1
22.4
23.7
32.1
28.0
19.0
14.1
27.1

••1.5

•2.0
9.2

•5.0
8.4
9.1
7.5
9.6
9.1

10.3
7.6

19.6 
• 1.6

171.9 
241.6 
3505
240.8 
193.4
211.9 
222.4
165.8 
1165
68.6 

131.7
38.9

Total U65.9 560.6 228.2 98.9 2,153^

TABLE 2 - PERSONS WITH CREDTf CARDS: TYPE OF CREDIT CA?D USED BY NUMBER OF CREDIT CARDS USED, 
QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 1990 

cooo)

Ong Two Thrgg or morg TotalTy/* ofcords ustd

Total

Cards from banks only
Cards from other financial institulioDS only
Cards from retail oui^s only
Cards from both banks and retail outlets
Other combinations of cards (including unspecified)

455.8
35.0
66.6

•3.1

560.6

85.2 
•2.3
12.8 
77.4 
505

22SJ

•5.6
*•0.0
•12
48.6
42.5

546.6
37,3
81.6

126.0
96.2

98.9 887.7
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TABLE 3 - PERSONS WITH CREDIT CARDS: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY AMOUNT OWING ON g 
MAIN CREDIT CARD ACCOUNT, QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 1990 I

COOO) "

Seleeud 
charactgristics ?Vt/

J/. 
1500

$sor 
SJjOOO

SJfiOJ- 
$2^00

$2,501 
ando^r

Not 
kwwn

N<m priftcyxtl 
cardkoider Total

Sex 
Mate 
Female

24.8
23.5

194.3
229.4

77.8
73.9

76.5
46.2

17.0
9.4

8.1
9.9

6.5
90.3

405.1
48X6

Age gnx^ 
15-24 
25-44 
45-64 
65 years uid over

6.2
17.5
16.0
8.7

44.2
206.7
124.2
48.6

21.1
85.2
37.6
7.9

7.4
77.0
33.2
•5.0

•*0.8
16.9
8.4

••0.4

10.3
5.8

••0.8

7.0 
59.5 
25.6 
•4.7

87.8
473.0
250.8

761

■ Marital status 
Married 
De facto 
Separated 
Divorced 
Widowed 
Never married

295 
•25 

••0.4
•2.7

9.4

123.3 94.8 15.5

Total

12.

•• 1.2
••0.8

36.3
•3.9

7.4

294.9
8.3

120.5

••0.7
•• 1.1
•• U
•• 0.7

300.8
22.2
966

Empic^ment sia&is 
Employed 
Uneniploy«l 
Not in labour force

632.9
20.3

234.4

98.8
•3.9
20.0

119.5 
•4.5
27.8

23.0
••04
•2.9

30.8
*•0.4

17.2

19.7
•• 1.4
•2.2

9X1
6,0

14.9
5.9

•2.3

887.7

1X2
X2
66

Coumry of binh 
Australia 
New Zealand 
UK arid Ireland 
Europe md US^ 
Asia 
Other

37.2 
••1.5
•X6
•25
• 1.9 
•2.7

Personal annual income 
Nil
$1 - $5,000 
$5,001 -$8,000 
$8,001 -$12,000 
$12,001 -$16,000 
$16,001 -$20,000 
$20,001 - $25,000 
$25,001 - $30,000 
S30.00I - $35,000 
$35,001 - $40,000 
$40,001 and over 
Not reported/den't know

* 1.9
*3.0

6.8
6.8

•5.5
6.9

•3.6
• 4.8 
•2.3 
*25
•4.3

••0.4

Type ctf main card 
Banks
Other ftnandal institutions
Retail outlets
Unspecified

299.4
14.3
8.9

18.7
15.4
67.1

348.6
15.4
30.6 
1X2
8.0
9.0

17.0 
3X2 
42.0 
38.2 
465 
465 
58.6 
50.1 
31.6 
20.0 

_ 35.9
O *5.1

105.1 
*5.4 
•4,3 
*4,4 
• X6 
30.0

120.4
6.8

14.8 
•3.9 
•2-6 
•3.2

6.7
8.9

11.4
10.4
12.4
19.7
235
21.4
10.7
8.1

18.2
•*0.8

865
8.4 

*3.6 
•5.3 
•2.7
16.1

•4.2 
6.4 
7.6
9.8 

10.7 
12.3
15.8 
1X7 
12.9
9.4

20.0
•• 0.8

19.4
I.l 

•* 0.9
• 1.8

••0.8
•X3

•• 0.4 
•♦0.8
• 1.8 
•1.8 
•2.3 
•25 
*5.0 
*2.7 
*2.3 
*5.6 

••0.0

14.9
•*0.0
••0.4
••0.8

•X9
*•0.8

89.2 
••0.9 
•• OJ 
•• 0.3 
••0.0

644.1
323 
19.1
34.0
261

132.0

708.3
35.4
74.8
30.5
18.7
19.8

40.9 
77.1
82.9 
80.4 
84X
97.3 

1161 
100.3

658.2
70.6

149.0
9.8
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O
TABLE 4 * PERSONS WITH CREDIT CARDS: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS BY CREDIT LIMIT OF^ 

MAIN CREDIT CARD ACCOUNT, QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 1990
COOO) “

characteristics
5/.

5500
150/ - 
$l.0OQ

$lj001-
$2J00

52,50/' 
and over

B” No 
limii

Not Not prineipai 
cardholder

Sex 
Male 
Female

273 & 
58.1

71.0
92.9

155.1
145.4

120.3
68.2

13.3
11.8

n.5
15.9

6^
90.3

405.1
482.6

Age grot^ 
15-24 
25-44 
45-64 
65 years and over

21.1
39.0
17.4
7.9

31.7
82.4
36.8
13.1

21.4
168.8
84.2
26.1

o 
•43
97.4
70,7 
15.9

*• l.O 
14.5
6.4

•3.2

•• 1.1
11.4
9.6

•53

7.Q 
59.5 
256 
*4.7

87.8
473.0
250.8

76.1

Mahul sutus 
Married 
De facto 
Separated 
Divctfced 
Widowed 
Never married

45.0 
•4.3 
•23 
•4.9 
•3.9 
24.8

99.6
8.6

• 4.4
8.2

*4.6
38.7

B 213.3
13.8
6.8

10.6
11.2
44.8

156.3 
•4.9 
•2.7

68
•43
133

18.9
*• 0.0
•* 1.1
•22

•*0.0
•29

21.8 
•*ao 
•*0.8 
•* 1.1

* 1.9
* 1.8

S9.2 
•• 0.9 
••0.7 
*•0.3 
••0.0 
•5.7

644.1
32.3
19.1
34.0
26.1

132.0

Country of birth 
Auitralia 
New Zealand 
VK and Ireland
Burope and USSR 
Asia
Other

72.4 
••1.5

8.1 
•*0.4 
•• 1.1
• 1.9

131.4
8.7

13.2 
•5.6
*3.0
•20

241.8
10.3
26.0 
103
•4.8

7.2

143.8
8.4

167
9.3 

*5,7 
•4.6

19.5
•2.9

••a?
••0.0
••0.8

23.0 
•* 0.0 
*• 13 
•• l.l 
••0.4 
•• 13

764 
*3-6

8.6 
*3.9 
•29

•* 1.4

708.3
35.4
74.8
30.6
18.7
19.8

Employment status 
r Employed

Unemployed 
Not in labour force

56.4 
* 1.8 
27J

118.3
6i2

39.5

225.7 
6J

68.5

144.4
•28
413

20.3 
••0.3
•43

15.7
•• 0.4

11.3

52.1 
•X6
412

S32.9
20.3

234.4

Personal annual income
Nd
$1 -$5,000
$5,001 - $8,000
$8,001 -$12,000
$12,001 $16,000
$16,001 - $20,000
$20,001 - $25,000
$25,001 - $30,000
$30,001 - $35,000
$35,001 - $40,000
$40,001 and over
Not reported/don ’l know

*3.8
9.0

14.0
9.7

11.2 
113
9.8
9.9

•22 
•2.4

** 1.5
** 0.4

8.7 
11.8 
19.7 
123
16.1
22.8 
269
21.2 
10.5
•4.6

8.3 
•* 1.1

9.9 
21.3 
27.0 
28.5
27.2 
33.1
42.6
34.0
26.2 
166 
312 
*3.0

6.6
8.6
7.0

11.4
18.6
17.1
19.4
24.6
19.7
15.8
37.8 
• 1.8

••0.4
••0.7
•2.3
•2.2
•21
•3.0
•4,8

••0.8
• 1.9
•5.3

*•0.4

• 1.7
*• 13
•22
•4.1
*22
•23
•33
• 1.9
• 1.9
*22
*29

9.0 
24.7 
12.2 
123
66 
8.4

10.9 
•4.0 
*4.6 
* 1.8 
•2.2

•* 0.4

40.9
77.1
829
80.4
84.2
973

1161
100.3
65.9
45.4
89.2 < 

I

Type <rf main card ' * 
Bazdts
Other financial instiuitiona
Retail outleu
Unipecified

52.3
*2.3
30.7

••0.0

126.6
8,7 

26.0 
•26

231.7
17.6 
48.4
*2.7

158.0 
161 
10.7

•3.7

*2.3
17.1
5.8 

••0,0

126 
* 1.9
129 

••0.0

74.7
6.9

14.5 
••0.8

658.2
7a6

149.0
9.8

Total 85.4 164.0 900^ 188.5 25.1 27.4 96.8 887.7
??%■■■

k’



Introduction

EXPLANATORY NOTES

This survey concerning ‘Consumer Credit’ was
conducted throughout Queensland in October 1990 
supplement in the national monthly population survey.

as a

Otherwise, the main credit card is the one with the highest 
amount owing on the previous account. If two or more 
cards had the same amount owing, then the main credit card 
was randomly selected.

2. The survey seeks to:

• provide a socio-economic profile of users and non­
users of credit cards;

• identify the number and details of usage of credit 
cards from Financial Institutions and Retail outlets;

• assess the cardholders’ awareness of conditions that 
apply to the use of credit cards.

9. Principal cardholder is the person to whom the
credit card account is addressed.

10. Other financial institutions includes any financial
institution which is not a bank.

11. Unspecified cards are credit cards from a financial
institution where it is not specified whether it is a bank 
not.

or

Monthly population survey Related publications

3. For a detailed outline of the monthly population 12.

survey design, scope and coverage, readers should peruse 
any recent edition of the ABS publication TIj Labour 
Force, Australia (6203.0).

Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publication which is available through the ABS Bookshop 
in any State: Household Expenditure Survey, Australia:
Consumer Credit Expenditure (6534.0) - Irregular ($20.00).

4. The monthly population survey is made up of the 
labour force survey and, for most months of the year, a
supplementary topic.

Supplementary survey

Survey design

5. The supplementary survey was conducted using 
half of the sample of private dwellings in Queensland that
were included in the monthly population survey.
Information was collected by personal interview.

Scope 

6. For the supplementary survey, all usual residents
of private dwellings, aged 15 years and over, were in scope. 
lt.formalion was only collected from 15-17 year-olds living 
at home when permission was granted by their 
parent/guardian. Visitors were excluded. Special dwellings 
were also excluded.

Definitions

7. Credit cards used. Only credit cards used
exclusively f« private use within tne last 12 months were
counted.

8. Main credit card. If the person had only one 
credit card, then that was taken as the main credit card.

o

13. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products 
(1101,0). The ABS also issues the Publications Advice 
(1105.0) on Tuesdays and Fridays which lists publications 
to be released in the next few days. Both the Catalogue and 
the Publications Advice are available from any ABS Office.

Unpublished statistics

14. As well as the statistics included in this and related
publications, the ABS may have other relevant unpublished 
data availaole. Inquiries should be made to the contact
shown at the front of this publication.

Symbols and other usages 

Not applicable.

0

• Estimate is subject to a relative standard error of 
between 25 and 50 per cent.

• • Estimate is subject to sampling variability too high 
for most practical purposes (more than 50 per 
cent). Refer to Technical Notes tor further details.

15. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies
may occur between totals and the sums of the component 
items.

S,



I? 7

TECHNICAL NOTES

Estimation proccdnrt

The population estimates for this survey were 
produced by a ratio estimation technique which ensures that 
the estimates conform to an independently estimated age 
and sex distribution of the population, rather than to the age 
and sex distribution within the sample itself.

approximate standard error of estimates falling between the 
size* of estitnaies listed in the table.

Relative standard error

6. When a standard error is expressed as a percentage
ttf the estimaie to which it refers, it is known as the relative 
standard error (RSE).

>1 
! Data quality^ 7. For example, for an estimate of 10,000 persons

with a standard error of 1,850, the relative standard error is

2. The estimates derived from any sample survey.
given by:

such as the Survey of Consumer Credit, are subject to two 
types of error

(i) Sampling errors ate any inaccuracies in the estimates 
that occur because a sample was used rather than a 
complete count of the population and

(ii) Non-sampling errors. Inaccuracies may also occur 
because of imperfectkms in reporting by respondents and 
interviewers, and ertors made in coding and processing 
data. These mistakes which can occur in Miy enumeration, 
whether it be a census ex a sample, are called non-sampling 
errors. Every effort is made to reduce the non-sampling 
error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, 
intensive training and supervision of interviewers, and 
efficient operatitig procedures.

1,850

10,000
X 100% 18.5%

8. The relative standard error is a useful measure in
that it provides an immediate indication of the percentage 
ertors likely to have occurred due to sampling. As can be 
seen in Table A, the smaller the estimate, the higher the 
relative standard error.

9. In this publication, only estimates with relative
staiulard errors of 25 per cent or less ate considered 
sufficiently reliable for most purposes. Estimates with 
relative standard errors greater than 25 per cent but less 
thsHi or equal to 50 per cent are preceded by an asterisk
{e,g. 2.500) IO indicate that they should be used with

Standard error of estimates

caution. Estimates which involve relative standard errors of 
mote than 50 per cent (1 JOO persons or less) are considered 
to be loo volatile to be of reasonable use, and their presence

3. One measure of the variability of estimate., which
is indicated by a double asterisk (e.g. 1,500).

occurs as a result of surveying only a sample of the 
population is the standard error (SE). Estimating proportions
4. There are about two chances in three (68.3 per
cent) that a sample estimaie will differ by less than one 
standard error from the figure that would have been 
obtained if all persons had been included in the survey. 
Furtiicr, there Me about 19 chances in 20 (95,4 per cent) 
that the difference will be less than two standard errors.

10. Proportions or percentages formed from the ratio
of two estimates are also subject to sampling error. The 
size of the error is dqiendent on the accuracy of both of the 
estimates.

11. The formula for the relative standard error of a

5. The standard errors for the estimates of persons proportion is given below:

contained in this publication are shown in Table A. The 
technique of linear interpolation can be used to calculate the RSE (f) = [rSEO^^
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TECHNICAL NOTES - continued

TABLE A • STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATES OF PERSONS SURVEY OF CONSUMER CREDIT, 
QUEENSLAND, OCTOBER 19<>0

Sile 
tsiimau

Standard
trror

Rtlativt 
standard 

trror

Range for 
one standard 

error

for 
two standard

errors

No. % No. No

1,550
2,000
2,500
3,000
3,500
4,000
4,500
5,000
6,000
7,000
8,000
9,000

10,000
20,000
30,000
40,000
50,000

100,000
500,000

1,000,000
2,000,000

770 
870 
970

1,050
1,150
1,200
1,300
1,350
1,450
1350
1,650
1,750
1,850
2,500 
2.950
3,350
3,700
4,850
9,000 

11,600 
14,700

49.7
43.7
38.9
35.4
32.6
30.3
28.5
26.9
24.4
22.1
20.8
19.4
18.4
12.5
9.9
8.4
7.4
4.9
1.8
1.2
0.9

780 - 2320 
1,130 - 2,870 
1,530-3,470 
1,950 - 4,050 
2,350 - 4,650 
2,800 - 5300 
3,200 - 5,800 
3,650 - 6350 
4,550 - 7,450 
5,450 - 8,550 
6,350 - 9,650 

7,250 - 10,750 
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