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Quarterly Construction Activity — Seasonally 
adjusted, at average 1989-90 prices
Total ctMistruction activity rose by 1.3 per cent in the June 
quarter 1993, following rises of 2.3 per cent in the March 
quarter 1993 and 4.5 per cent in the December quarter 
1992. Most of the growth in the June quarter 1993, was 
attributable to public sector construction activity, which 
rose by 3.5 per cent. Private sector construction activity 
rose slightly by 0.2 per cent.

INQUIRIES

Residential building activity grew slightly by 0.6 per cent 
in the June quarter 1993. With the exception of the 
March quarter 1993, where there was no change, this 
series has now shown growth in every quarter sitKe the 
September quarter 1991. Current levels of residential 
building activity now are only 5.6 per cent below the 
highest level ever recorded which was in the June quarter 
1989.

Non-resideniial building activity recorded a 10.0 per cent 
decrease during the June quarter 1993, following growth 
in both the March quarter 1993 and December quarter 
1992 of 3.3 per cent and 3.8 per cent respectively. 
Non-residential building activity in the June quarter 1993 
was 45.4 per cent below the peak of activity recorded in 
the September quarter 1989.

Engineering construction activity rose by 12.8 per cent in 
the June quarter 1993 (the third consecutive quarterly 
increase) and was 15.6 per cent above the level of activity 
recorded twelve montKs ago. Engineering construction 
activity has now reached its highest point since the 
inception of the Engineering Construction Survey in 
September 1986.

• for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Paul Seville mi Canberra (06) 252 6067 or any ABS Stale Office 

•for tnfomaiion about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 
publication.___________________________________
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Private sector activity
In seasonally adjusted te.ms, at average 1989-90 prices, 
private sector construction activity increased sbghtly by 
0.2 per cent in the June quarter 1993. A 7.5 per cent rise 
in engineering construction activity was offset by a 2.3 per 
cent fall in non-residential building activity. Private 
sector residential building activity has remained relatively 
flat over the last three quarters. Total private sector 
construction activity in the June quarter 1993 was 3.1 per 
cent above the level of activity recorded twelve months 
ago.

Public sector activity
in seasonally adjusted terms, at average 1989-90 prices, 
public sector construction activity rose by 3.5 per cent in 
the June quarter 1993. Engineering construction activity, 
which generally accounts for about two thirds of all total 
public sector construction activity, rose by 14.6 per cent 
during the June quarter 1993. Non-residential building 
activity fell by 23.1 per cent (from a high base in the 
March quarter 1993), while residential building activity 
(by far the smallest component) rose by 22.3 per cent

Total public sector construction activity in the June 
quarter 1993 was 13.0 per cent above the June quarter 
1992 estimate, and at its highest level since the June 
quarter 1991.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES 
(Seasonally adjusted)
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Construction Activity in 1992-93 — Original, at 
average 1989-90 prices

Total construction activity for 1992-93 (S35,004m) was 
4.1 per cent above the level recorded in 1991-92 but was 
6.8 per cent below the level of 1990-91 and 15.2 per cent 
below the peak level in 1989-90. During 1992-93, 
residential building activity and engineering construction 
activity rose by 17.2 per cent and 2.7 per cent 
respectively. Non-residential building activity fell by 10.8 
per cent during 1992-93, following falls of 23.6 per cent 
in 1991-92 and 12.6 per cent in 199^-91.

Private sector activity
Private sector construction activity for 1992-93 
($23,175m) was 4.9 per cent above the level recorded in 
1991-92. Private sector residential building activity rose 
by 17.1 per cent during 1992-93, whereas non-residential 
building activity and engineering construction activity fell 
by 11.8 per cent and 6.0 per cent respectively.

Public sector activity
Public sector construction activity for 1992-93 ($11,829m) 
increased by 2,5 per cent over 1991-92. Public sector 
residential construction activity rose by 18.9 per cent. 
Engineering construction activity rose by 6.2 per cent. 
Non-residential building activity fell by 8.7 per cent when 
compared with 1991-92.

I
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TABLE 1. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES 
AUSTRALIA r

. »9

Period
Residential 

building
Non-residentiai 

building
Total 

building
Engineering 
consiruction

Non '•esideniiai 
construciion

Total 
construction

QUARTERLY ESTLMATES ($m)

1991 Sept qir 
Dec qtr

2.976
3,226

2.843
2,530

5.836
5.738

2.554
2,629

5,397
5,159

8,372
8.385

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

3,269
3,453
3.667
3,815

2,558
2,445
2,277
2,362

5,804
5,915
5.967
6,155

2,545
2,590
2,392
2,535

5.102
5,035 
4,668
4,897

8,371
8,488
8,335
8,712

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

3.815
3.839

2,439
2,197

6,240
6,044

2,655 
2.994

5,094
5,190

8.910
9.029

1991 Sept, qir 
Dec. qir

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1991 Sept. qtr 
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER
-3.4

8.4

1.3
5.6
6.2
4.0

0.0
0.6

-II.O

-6.9
3.8

3.3 
-10.0

-5-9
-1.7

-8 4
2.9

-8.9 -7.1
0.2

1.2
1.9
0.9
3.2

-3-1

-3.2
1.8

-7.7
6.0

-1.1
-1.3
-7.3

4.9

-0.2
1.4

-1.8
4.5

4.7
12.8

4.0
1.9

2.3
1.3

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QL’ARIER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

-9.7
-1.2

2.6
12.0
23.2
18.2

16.7
11.2

-21.0
-28.8

-21.7
-22.1
-19.9

-4.6
-10.2

-15.6
-15.6

-lO.I 
-5.5

-16.2
-18.6

-14.0
-12.7

-10.2
-4.6

2.2
7.3

-7.1

-3.6

-14.9
-15.0
-13.5

-5.1

-8.8
-5.8
-0.4

3.9

7.5
2.2

4.3
15.6 3.1

6.4
6.4

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES 
(Sea.<ionally adjusted)
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TABLE 2 SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRI CTION ACTIVrrY 
' at average 1989-90 PRICES

AUSTRALIA r

Residtftiiat 
bwiding

Non-rtsultniii^ 
building

Total 
btuiding

Enguiftring 
cofulruclujn

Nonrtsidfnttal 
cofutruetion

Total 
construcnon

QVARTERLY ESTIMATES <$m)

Sept, qtr 
Dee. qtr

2,853 
3.036

1.870
1.683

4.737 
4,710

752
732

2,622
2.414

5.475
5.450

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qlr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

3,061 
3,276 
3397
3.546

1,714 
1,671 
1.536 
1.626

4,786 
4.929 
4.948 
5,262

721
717
645
669

2.435 
2,388 
2.18!
2.295

5.496
5.664
5.578
5.941

1993

1991

Mir qtr 
June qtr

Sept, qtr 
Dec. qlr

1992 Mar. qlr 
June qlr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qlr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1991 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

3.637
3.634

1.494
1.459

5.147
5.071

693
745

2,187
2,2M

5,824
5.838

'^<.3’5

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER 01
-1.4

6.4

0.9
1.0
3.1
1.3

-12.8
-10.0

-5.1 -2.4
-2.8

-10.1
-7.9

-5.7
-0.5

1.9
-2.5

5.8

1.6
3.0
0.4
6.3

-1.4
-0.6

-10.0
3.7

0.9 
-1.9 
-8.7

5.2

0.9
3.1

-1.5
6..5

B i
-8.1
-2.3

-2.2
-1.5

3.6
7.5

-4.7
0.8

-2.0 
0.2

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

s

-8.3
-0.6

1.3
13.3
19.1
20.1

18.8
10.9

-30.0
-34.3

-24.7 
-22,1
-17.8 
-3.4

-12.8
-12.7

-18.3
-16.0

-9.8
-1.9

4.5
11.7

7.5
2.9

-0.5 
0.5

-1.4
-7.0

-14.2
-8.5

-3.9
3.9

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES 
PRIVATE SECTOR 
(Seasonally adjusted)

NoQ-residential construclkHt

Residential building

Dec 
1986

Dec 
1987

Dec 
1988

“n— 
Dec 
1989

Dec 
1990

Dec 
1991

Dec 
1992

-23.5
-26.6

-19.0
-18.1
-168

-4-9

-10.2
-7.7

Smillicxi
p 4,000

- 3.000

- 2.000

- 1,000

I- 0

-16.3
-14.1

-8.8
-2.5

1.9
9.0

6.0
3.1

Dec 
1993



5

TABLE 3. SF:ASONALLY ADJUSTED PUBLIC SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTTIVITY 
AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES

AUSTRALIA r

Period
Restdeniiai 

building
Non-residential 

building
Total 

building
Engineering 
construclion

Non-reJidenfial 
construction

Total 
construction

1991 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

120
180

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qlr 
Dec. qtr

210
189
266
159

1993 Mar. qtr
June qtr

181
221

■i

I
'I'*“

I

1991 Sept, qlr
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993

1991

QUARTERLY ESUMA'IES (Sm)
980
848

844
771
744
737

953
733

1,105
1,029

1,052 
954

1,020 
896

1,129
942

1,802
1,898

2,782 
2.745

2.902
2,926

Mar. qtr 
June qtr

Sept, qlr 
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qlr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qlr

1,823
1,873
1.746
1,866

1,962
2,249

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-40.5
49.9

-0.8
-13.5

-10.7
5.3

2,667
2.644
2.490
2.603

2,914 
2.981

-7.4
-1.3

2.878 
2.833 
2,756
2.762

3,095 
3.202

-9.5 
0.8

16.6 
-10.2
40.8 

-40.2

-8.6
-3.5
-1.0

2.3
-9.3

6.9 
-12,1

-3.9
2.7

6.9

-2.8
-0.9
-5.8

4.5

-1.6
-1.5
-2.7

0.2

13.5
22.3

29.3
-23.1

25.9
-165

5.1
14.6

12.0
2.3

12.1 
3.5 I

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

-32.2
-11.1

5.2 
-14.6

-1.2
-14.0

-13.6
-7.7

-7.8
-9.9

-9.2
-10.0

a
26.3

121.0
-11.8

-14.4
-22.0
-24.1
-13.1

-19.6
-7.7

-12.9

-7.1
-3.1
-1.6

-10.5
-12.0
-10.5
-5.2

-8.6
-11.7
-5.0
-5.6

-14.2
16.8

12.9 
-5.0

7.3
-1.2

7.6
20.0

9.3
12.7

7.6
13.0

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES 
PUBLIC SECTOR 

(Seasonally adjusted)

Non-resktential ccmstruction

S million 
(- 4,000

- 3.000

- 2.000

- 1.000

ResktentUl building
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TABLE 4. ORIGINAL ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACn vm’ AT AVERAGE l«i 19 FRIfES, AUSTRALIA r

RtJid^nUal 
builitttg

Nott-ruidtutial 
butldiftg coiutructufH

^OH-ruúititíiai 
ctmrtructicii

Total 
cotutructioK

y i
Í,!; ■■

ANNUAl FSnM*'>^ (1»)

1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92 
1992-93

1991 Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

13,034 
9.940

11.091 
12,568
12.449 
10,966 
12,071
15,511
14,802 
12,835
12.909 
15.131

1.494

'<«4 
9,213

11,175 
12,128 
13,906 
14,590 
15.548 
13,588 
10,386
9,263

21528 
17,158 
19,006 
21,780
23,623 
23,094 
25,977 
30.101
30.350 
26.423 
23,295 
24,393

12.680 
13,131
10.921 
10,642 
10,703

(a)l0.700 
9.883
9,798 

10,927 
11.137 
10.330 
10.610

21,174 
20,350 
18,835 
19,854 
21.878

(a)22.828 
23,788 
24,388 
26,475 
24.725 
20.715 
19,873

34,207 
30,289
29.927 
32.422 
34.327

(a)33.794 
35,859 
39.899 
41,277 
37,560 
33.624 
35,004

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

-2.7
-23.1

11.6
13.3

-11.9
10.1
28.5

-133 
0.6 

\1.2

3,066 
3.387

’ -2.0 
-15,0 

96
16.4 
21.3

8.5
14.7 
4.9 
6.6 

-12.6 
-23.6 
-10.8

2,4 
-20.3

10.8
14.6
8.5 

-2.2 
12.5 
15.9
0.8 

-12.9 
-11.8

20.1
3.6

-16.8
-2.6 
0.6 
0.0

-l.b

11.5
1.9

-7.3
2.7

10.1
-3.9
-7.4
5.4

10.2
4.3
4.2
2.5
86

-6.6
-16.2
-4.1

49 
-11.5 

-1.2
8.3
5.9

-1.6
6.1

11.3
3.5

-<».O 
-10.5

4.1

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES (Sm)

2,936
2.638

6,002
6,025

2.518
2.677

5.454
5.315

8.520
8,702

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

1991

1992

-10.61993 11.3

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

1991

1992
-7.3

3.8-3.9

1993

(a) For explanatory of tcriea break, aee paragraph 3 of the Explanatory Notes.

-15.7 
-15.6

-14.6
-14.9
-13.9

-5.3

-9.8
-5.5

Mar. qtr 
June

-16.3 
-18.7

Mar. qtr 
June qtr

2.498
3,193

6.6
6.7

7,763 
8,639 
8.475 
9.037

8J77 
9J16

4,725 
5.419

5,779
6,023

-11 1
-2.5

3.040
3.416
3.782
4,001

-7.5
-10.1

5,375
5,892 
6,128
6,463

7J 
2,2

2.228 
2027

2,388
2.747
2.347
2.573

0.5
10.4

0.0
3.8

2.335
2.476
2.346
2.462

Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

4,723 
5,223 
4,693 
5.036

Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

-10.2
12.4
10.7
5.8

4.6
16.2

-6.2
14.7

-14.0
-12.7

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

3,551
3,796

-15.0
6.3

-7.3
2.1

-95
-5.3

2.1
7.3

-2.9
27.8

-9.5 
0.0

-10.8 
11.3 
-1.9

6.6

-3.6 
0.4

-11.2
6.9

-11.5
6.0

-5.3
5.0

-10.8
9.6
4.0
5.5

1992 Mar. qf 
June qtr 
Se(K.qtx 
Dec. qtr

-11.1
10.6

-10.1
7.3

-n.8
15.0 

-14.5
9.6
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period

1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86
1986-8^ 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93
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I

TABLE 5. OR WINAL PRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OR CONSTRUCTION ACnVTTY AT ANTRAGE I9R9.90 PRICES 
AUSTRALIA r -S

Kaidtiuiai 
btaktug

12480 
9594

10577 
11,753 
11562 
10,111
11,359 
14,865 
14,010 
12,084 
12515
14.306

P/oH-rtti/UfUial 
buid^

TolaJ 
btdUing eotuinctitm

NM-r*n4<wliai 
cntwtFMbaio.i

Tout 
co*mnriu>ii

ANNUAL ESTIMATES ($m)

6.055
4,986
5,025
6.164
7,803
8,164

10,081
11554
12000
9.689
6.945
6.122

18535 
14580 
15,302 
17.917
19,364 
18575 
21.440 
26,119
26.010 
21.773 
19,160
20.428

3,153 
3557 
2,147 
1,961
2508

(a)2,623 
2,928 
3.011 
3,107 
2,986 
2,924
2.747

9508 
8.343
7.172 
8,125

10.011 
(1)10.787

13.009 
14564 
15,107 
12.675
9.868
8 869

21,688 
17,637 
17,449 
19.878 
21573

(a)20,898 
24.368 
29,129 
29.116 
24.759 
22,083 
23,175

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93

-21
-25.5

10.6
14.4
-1.6

-125
12.3
30.9
-5.8

-13.7

17.1

3.4
-17.7

0.8 
227 
26.6
4.6

235 
11.6
6.6 

-19.3 
-28.3 
-11.8

-23.0
7.2

17.1
8.1

-5.6
17.3
21.8
-0.4

-16.3
-120

6.6

4S.4
65 

-36.0

14.7

1991 Sq»i. qtr 
Dec. qtr

2939
3,188

1992 Mar. qtr 
Juneqtf 
Stqit qtr 
Dec. qtr

2,846
3542
3502
3525

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

3.385
3594

1991 Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec.qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
Juneqtf

1991 S^qtr 
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dw.qtr

1993 Mar. qtr

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ($m)

1,942
1,752

1590
1,061
1592
1,692

1587 
1.452

26
8.4

-10.7
13.9
8.0
9.2

-115
6.2

4,881
4.940

4,437 
4,902 
5,00* 
S5i7

4.772
5,045

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-9.8

-9.2

-4.2
6.3

-18.0
4.6

-2.2
1.2

-105
10.5
3.9
8.3

-135 
5.7

12.6
18.8
11.6
2.8
3.2

-3.9
-21

771
785

683
684
661
718

656
712

4.9
1.8

-129 
0.1

-3.4 
85

85

lERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

-0.7

13J 
19.1 
20.0

18.9
10.9

-302
-34.4

-24.6
-220
-18.0
-3.4

-128
-126

(i) For explanation of wrwe break, ten paragrafi 3 the Explanatory Nou*.

-18.4
-16.0

-«.8
-1.8

11.7

7.6
29

-0.6 
05

-15
-6.9

-14.2

4.0

-14.0
13.3
23.2
7.8

20.6
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2.163

-5.3

-10.4
3.1

-3,9
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5.9
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1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91
1991-92 
1992-93

1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86 
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
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TABLE 6. ORIGINAL PUBLIC SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACriVITY AT AVERAGE 1989 90 PRICES 
AUSTRALIA r

1991 Sept qtr 
Dec. qu

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1991 Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1991 Septqu 
Dec. qu

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

RtMdtruial 
buildutg

Noa-ruuiaitUal 
buiUiag

Total 
btaldtHg

£ajiM«niax 
conetntiuaft

Nott-wuiinluiJ 
conrtrucluin

ANNUAL ESIIMATES (Sm)

554 
645
815 
815 
887 
856 
712
645 
793 
751
694 
825

2,439 
2X33
2.889 
3.049 
3,372 
3,963 
3,825
3,337 
3,548 
3,899 
3,441
3,140

2,993 
2,878 
3,704 
3,864
4259 
4.819 
4537 
3,982
4.341 
4,650 
4,135 
3,966

9,527 
9.774 
8,774 
8.681 
8.495

(1)8.077 
6.954 
6.788 
7.821 
8.152 
7,406 
7.864

11,966
12.007
11,663
11,730
11,867

(a)12,040
10.779
10,124
11,369
12,051
10,847
11,004

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

-14.7 
16.5
26.2 
0.0
8.9

-3.6
-16.8 
-9.4
22.8 
-5.3 
-7.6
18.9

-13.3 
-8.4 
29.4

5.5
10.6 
17.5 
-33

-12.8
6.3 
9.9 

-11.7

-13.6 
-3.8 
28.7
4.3 

10.2 
13.1
-5.8

-12.2 
9.0 
7.1

-11.1

13.6
2.6

>-10.2

2.1

6.8 
0.3

-2.9 
0.6 
1.2

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES (Sm)

127
199

194
174
280
176

167
203

-3X3
56.8

-X8 
-10.0

60.5
-37.1

-5.3 
21.7

994
886

745
816
754
770

841
775

1,121
1,085

939
990

1,034
946

1,007 
978

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-4.8
-10.9

-15.9 
9.5

-7.5 
2.1

9.1
-7.8

-9.0
-3.2

-133 
53 
4.5

6.4
-29

-13.9 
-2.4 
15.2
4.2

-10.5

6.2

12.3
6.0

-10.0

1,747
1,892

1,705 
2.062 
1,686
1.855

1,842 
2.481

-21.6
8.3

-9.9
21.0

-18.3
10.1

34.7

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

-32.5
-10.6

5.1 
-14.5

-11
-13.9

-13.3
-7,8

27.1

120.2 
-11.6

-13.9
163

2,741 
2,778

2,450
2,878
2,440
2,626

2,682
3,256

-16.2
1.3

-11.8
17.5

-15.2
7.6

21
21.4

-7.4
-10,1

-143
-21.9
-24.1
-13.1

-19.7
-7.8

-118
-3J
-1.9

-10,2
-12.0
-11.0

128 
-5.0

7.3
-1.2

8.0
20.3

95
13.1

(«) For exfdanation of «ehes break, see paragraph 3 of the Explanatory Notca.

jMiaaL-.;

2,849 
3,459

coKstruciioK

12520 
12,652 
12,477 
12545 
12,754

(a)l 2,896 
11,491 
10,770 
12,161 
12,801 
11,541 
11,829

2.868

2,643
3,052
2,720
2.802



Period

0.7

104.0 
103.5

103.1
103.0
102.5
103.2

103.2
103.4

0.0 
0.2

Residential 
building

1.2 
0.0

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sqx. qtr 
Dec. qtr

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dm. qtr

1992 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

0.0
-0.5
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TABLE 7. IMPLICIT PRICE DEFLATORS, AUSTRALIA r

Non-residantial 
budding

Total 
budding

(1989-90 equals 100.0)
97.8
96.0

94.5
93.4
94.4
94.1

93.6
93.0

ip:.i
100.4

99.6
99.2
99.7
99.9

99.7
99.8

1993 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

Enguteering 
construction

106.8
107.4

107.6
107.7
107.8
108.0

108.2
108.8

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QVARTER
-1.6
-1.8

-1.6
-1.2

1.1
-0.3

-0.6

-0.7
-0.7

-0.8
-0.4
0.5
0.2

-0.2
0.1

1.0
0.6

0.1
0.1
0.2

0.2
0.6

Non-resideniial 
consiructian

104.3
104.1

104.4
102.2
103.4
104.2

101.2
100.9

0.0

0.3 
-2.1

1.2 
0.8

-2.9
-0.3

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PRE VIOL’S YEAR
-3.7
-5.7

-l.l 
-2.2

3.4
2.4

-1.4
-1.1

Total 
construction

104.3
104.0

104.0
102.7
103.2
103.9

102.2
102.1

0.0
-0.3

0.0
-1.3

0.5
0.7

-1.6

-0.5
-0.7

-0.6
-1.0
-1.4

-^.0
-33
-2.0

-2.8
-16
-1.4
-0.5

2.2 
1.9
0.9
0.6

-2.0
-0.9 
0.1

-0.7
-1.5

0.1
0.4

-1.0 C.l 
0.6

0.6
1.0

-3.1
-1.3

-1.7
-0.6

^3
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains constant price estimates of 

the level of construction activity in Australia. It also con­
tains implicit price deflators derived from these estimates. 
The estimates provide a measure (in ‘real’ terms) of resi-

8. The cost of land is excluded. Repair and maintc-
nance activity is excluded.

Definitions

dential buildi non-residential building, total building.
9. A fiuileiing is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent

engineering construction, non-residcntial construction and 
total construction activity for the private and public sec­
tors.

structure which has a rtxif. Ils intended purpose is primar­
ily to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, gixxls or 
livestock, with provision for regular access by persons.

2. The estimates are compiled from results of the ABS
surveys of Building Activity (BAGS), Construction Other 
than Building (COTB), Engineering Construction (EC’S) 
and from government finance data.

3. The engineering construction estimates for quarters
back to and including September 1986 were compiled 
from the ECS which covers both the private and public 
sectors. For earlier quarters, activity for the private sector 
has been extrapolated backwariLs using the results from 
the COTB which was limited to jobs valued at $100,000 
or more undertaken by private contract s. However, no 
equivalent extrapolation could be dtine -or work under­
taken by the public sector, and it was necessary to use 
government finance data. Hence there is a break in the 
continuity of the series.

10. Residcniiai building is defined as building predomi­
nantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. A 
dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite of nxjms. 
including cooking and bathing facilities, intended for long 
term residential use. Units (whether self-contained or not) 
within buildings offering institutional care, such as hospi­
tals, or temporary accommtxlation such as motels, hostels 
and holiday apanments. are not defined as dwelling units, 
but are included in non-residential building.

11. Non-residenlial building is defined as building other 
than residential building and includes hotels, shops, facto­
ries, offices etc.

Scope and coverage

12. Engineering construction is defined as construction 
other than building and includes roads, bridges, railways, 
harbours, water storage and supply, sewerage and drain­
age, electricity generation, pipelines, telecommunicali(»i.s 
etc.

4. The estimates relate to construction activity which
includes construction of new buildings, alterations and ad­
ditions to existing buildings and engineering construction 
activity (roads, bridges, railways, earthworks, etc). The es­
timates measure total activity on construction rather than 
the output of the Construction industry (i.e. the value of 
ccnstniction activity undertaken by businesses classified 
to industries other than Construction is included and non­
construction activity of businesses in the Construction 
industry is excluded).

13. Non-residenlial construction is the sum of non-resi­
dential building and engineering construction.

Valuation of jobs
14. Value of work done during the period represents the 
estimated value of building or engineering construction 
work actually carried out during the quarter on jobs which 
have commenced.

5. The building estimates relate to:

(a) construction of new residential buildings and all 
alterations and additions to residential buildings 
with an apfxoval value of $10,000 or more; and

(b) all non-residential building jobs with an approval 
value of $50,(XX) or more.

6. From the September quarter 1990, only non-residen-

Classification
15, Ownership. The ownership of construction weak is 
classified as either public sector or private sector accord­
ing to the sectea of the intended owner of the completed 
work as evident at the time of approval. Residential 
buildings being constructed by private sector builders un­
der government housing authority schemes whereby the 
authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to pur­
chase the buildings on or before completion, are classified 
as public sector.

tial building jobs with an approval value of $50,(X>0 
(previously S30,(XK)) or more are included. For more de­
tails on the effect of the new cut-offs on specific classes 
of non-residential building (in current price terms) please 
refer to Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) for the Sep­
tember quarter 1990.

Seasonal adjustment
16. Details of methods used in seasonally adjusting 
original series are available on request

7. The engineering construction estimates relate to en-
gineenng construction work undertaken in Australia.

17. Large fluctuations in series as a result of irregular 
influences are not removed by seasonal adjustment, and 
particular care should be taken in interpreting individual 
quarter-to-quarter movements.

1«
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Estimates at constant prices
18. Constant price estimates measure changes in value 
after the direct effects of price changes have been elimi­
nated. The deflators used to revalue the current price 
estimates in this publication are derived from the same 
price data underlying the deflators compiled for the dwell­
ings and non-dwelling construction components of the 
National Accounts aggregate ‘Private gross fixed capital 
expenditure'.

19. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number 
of approximations and assumptions. Further information 
on the nature and concepts of cortstant price estimates is 
contained in Section 4 of Australian National Accounts : 
Concepts, Sources and Methods (5216.0).

Implicit price deflators
20. Implicit price deflators provide an estimate of the 
price chiuige between the base period of the relevant con­
stant price estimate (currently 1989-90) and any other 
period, and use the quantity weights of this latter period. 
An implicit price deflator is obtaiiwd by dividing a current 
price value by its corresponding constant price value. 
Thus implicit price deflators are derived measures (hence 
the term ‘implicit’) and at the level of published aggre­
gates are not normally the direct measure of price changes 
by which components of current price estimates are con­
verted to estimates at constant prices.

Interpretation and analysis
21. Care should be exercised when interpreting quarter- 
to-quarter movements in the estimates as short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend.

22. Estimates for financial years ate simple aggregates of 
quarterly estimates. All estímales for the current quarter 
and preceding quarter are preliminary and subject to revi­
sion. However, it may be necessary from time to time to 
revise estimates for earlier periods.

Related publicatioiLs
23. Users may also wish to refer to the following publi­
cations which contain statistics relating to building and 
consiruction:

Australian National Accounts: National Income, Expendi­
ture and Product (5206.0) — Issued quarterly.

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — issued monthly.

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence­
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) — issued quarterly.

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) — 
issued quarterly.

24. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesday and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages
r figure or series revised since previous issue

not applicable
nil or rounded down to zero
not available
break in continuity of series (where drawn 
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column)

25. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's 
economic arxf social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications 
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Pnoe^cts 
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information 
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below tor 
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statisbc Line

0055 26 400
This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

IS Electronic Data Services
A wide range of ABS data are available on electronic media. Selections of most 
frequently requested statistics are available, updated daily, on Discovery 
(Key *656#) The ABS PC Telestats service delivers major economic indicator main 
features ready to download into personal computers on the day of release The 
PC Ausstats service enables on-line access to a data base of thousands of 
up-to-date time series. Selected datasets are also available on diskette or Cd-rom. 
For more details on electronic data services available, contact Information Services in 
any of the ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in all 
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides 
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on 
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll 
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Saies and Inquiries
Regional Offices

I
I

SYDNEY 
MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE 
PERTH 
ADELAIDE 
HOBART 
CANBERRA 
DARWIN

(02) 
(03)
(07) 
(09)
(08) 
(002) 
(06) 
(089)

Information Inquiries
268 4611
615 7000
222 6351
323 5140
237 7100
205 800

207 0315
432 111

Bookshop Sales
268 4620
615 7829
222 6350
323 5307
237 7582
205 800

207 0315
432 111

National Office
ACT (06) 252 6007 008 020 606

Information Services. ABS. PO Box 10. Betconnen ACT 2616
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