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Foreword

While working in the Cook Islands, Ron Crocombe met and marricd Rarotongan Marjorie
Tuainekore Hosking, beginning a life-long partnership thar established, developed, and
fostered an ‘extended’ family throughout Oceania, on the Pacific Rim, and around the world.
Their networks linked scholars, indigenous experts, officials, artists, bureaucrars, business
people, and many others, creating synergies that fostered and produced more and more
studies about the Pacific. Through the years, the Crocombes’ pace of research, writing, and
publishing did not slacken, setting an example for others to follow, particularly in fostering
collaborarive research between scholars and ‘non-scholars.” They encouraged study about
anything and everything Pacific.

This book is divided into broad caregories of land, politics, history, and culture, showing
the wide-ranging interests of the Crocombes and the writers they inspired and encouraged.
As 1o be expected, many chapters discuss the Cook Islands, where the Crocombes returned
year after year and based themselves in ‘rerirement” Other chapters analyse and discuss the
historical, culeural, linguistic, political, and other kinds of links radiating throughour our
region. The chaprers range from discussions of particular topics to discussing Ron himself,

This very Pacific book is an example of the cross-cultural, interdisciplinary, all-encom-
passing way in which Ron and Marjorie worked. Whether you read the book as 2 whole or
according to your individual interests, you will gain insigh into how Ron and Marjorie have
helped the development of Pacific peoples and nations. And their deep love of those.

It is a splendid and marvelous tribute to Ron and Marjorie, showing the respect and
aroha/alofa the authors have for them.

Emeritus Professor Albert Wendt ONZ CNZM
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manager, Jim Toner.! Toner retains fond memories of Ron Crocombe. “Hehad no time for
the diversions and irrelevant activities favoured by other academics,” Toner recalls, “and once
wrote, “The worl of this Unitis to do research and publish the results,” an injunction which
Toner affixed in large letters on the inner door of his office.

The 1960s were exciting times in what was then the Tersitory of Papua and New
Gunea. Although the Australian government at that time was slow to accept the Territory’s
imminent progress to independence, some people saw the inevirable change coming and
sought to facilirare it. Following the report of a United Narions Visiting Mission ed by
Sir Hugh Foot in 1962, which criticized Australia for its lack of clear planning, the pace 0'{
change quickened. The Legislative Council was replaced by a part-appointed, parc-clected
House of Assembly and Papua New Guinea’s first national general clecrion was held in
1964. The public service cxpandcd and localized, efforts tried to increase the outpur of cash
crops — particularly smallholder coffee —- and various initatives identified and supported
local entreprencurs. The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD}
was invited to carry out an economic survey of the Territory, and its report (commonly
referred 1o as the “World Bank report”’) was published in 1965. The journal New' Guined
and Australia, the Pacific and Spsuth-East Asia {often shortened to New Guinea) was launched
in the same year under the editosship of Peter Hastings and actively sought contributions
from Papua New Guinea’s emerging nationalist clite. A Papua and New Guinea Society
was also formed at this time and generated further discussion of constitutional and other -
issucs. Dr H.C. Coombs, governor of the Reserve Bank of Australia, sec up a Papua New
Guinea Department in the Banl’s head office in Sydney and a branch in Post Moresby and
began sponsoring a number of Papua New Guineans through universities in Austratia and

subsequencly UPNG, which ook in its first students in 1966. NGRU was energized by,

and contributed to, this growing momentim.

The unit's carly research focus was on Jand use and productivity, and internal mig
tion and urbanization (subjeces that remained central to the units work throughout i
existence), and emphasis was placed on “the interdisciplinary and apptied character of th
Univs work.” Contributors to this rescarch included, as well as Oram and Crocomb
Dawn Ryan, Nancy Bowers, L.L. Langness, Diana Howlett, Anton Ploeg, and Sachi
Hacanaka; they worked with local informants. Ilinome Tarua conducted rese
supported by NGRU at Crocombe’s initiative, well before Papua New Guineans
formally appointed to NGRU staff. A grant from the Rural Credits Developnent 3
of the Reserve Bank of Australia boosted research on subsistence agriculeure an
cropping, wich early studies by Peter Krinks, lan Fairbairn, Bob Kenr Wilson, Be
Ruth Finney, and Eric Waddell. ;

Following the World Bank report of 1965, and the subsequent appoinment
cconomic adviser (Bill McCasker) to the Australian administration, WO major
produced in Port Moresby (TPNG 1967, 1968), broadly endorsed the [BRD' recomi
tions (which in fact embodied lietle change of direction from existing policy) and s

) . S aceded
set the course for future econornic policy. Many saw these as favouring exparriate :

[ —
1 Toner later became the first Aeld manager of ANU'’s North Australia Research U
was largely modetled on NGRU

nix in Dt
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. “He had no time

opment over indigenous participation in the cash economy,
@€
‘oner recalls, “and:

and there followed 2 fively debate
‘about economic develo pment strategies,

in which Crocombe and others from ANU and the
eserve Bank of Australia took 2 prominent part. Crocombe argued for greater emphasis

n Papua New Guinean Pparticiparion in the cconomy, and was supporred in this by Reserve
ank economist Pike Curtin, by John Kaputin, and by others. (See Fairbairn, this volume.)

' In 1964 NGRU coordinated a major study of the elections for the first House of

oaccept the Tcx:rl ssembly. This was the first of an unbroken series of studies of Papua New Guinea’s national
tions, in which NGRU and subsequently the Instivute for Applied Social and Economic
earch (IASER) and the National Research Institute (N RI), along with ANU and other

tnational scholars, have been continuously involved.

dissemination of research by unit staff and others was seen as an impor-
nt tunction of NGRU, and in 1963 the firgt ;

ssue of a long series of New Guineg Research
tentificd and su ¢tins was published, on Tpe Erap Mechanical Farming Project, by Crocombe and G.R,

, the unjt had produced 32 New Guinea Research Bulletins, with

™an injuncxion W
3

appointed, par

tom the stare,

journal New
Ihe 1" e es of selected monographs,
e Guinea) was

975 adiscussion paper series,

to hold the seminar in the staff
b in Dor 2¢ opposite NGRU, bur that “members were wary of an intellecrual invasion until
inch In ;

ointed out che benefits to their lunchime bar trade” A selection of papers from
Aigani Seminar, which was on New Guinea in Transition: indigenous partici-
business, indusey, politics and society, was published as New Guines Research

0.20. The Waigani Seminars came to provide an annual focus for debace abouta

n the lead-up to independence in the Melanesian states.?

Crocombe’s deparrure for the new]

.the NGRU directorship was taken o

rivity, and E
tnit’s work: thr

y established University of the South
ver by New Zealand geographer Marion

_ report (IBRD 1965) was reviewed by Curtin 1965, Coombs 1965, Schaffer 1965,
sapua Ney subsequent debare on the economic adviser’s reports included Wilson 1968; Cur-

“ 1968/1969; Kaputin 1969; Arndt 1969; Shand 1969; Figk 1969; Crocombe 1969
69.

pani Seminar,

n New

in 1968, was on the history of Melanesia;

the third, from which three
Guinea Research Bullerin No.35, was on the

indigenous role in business
change and development in ry-
development (1972), taw in Melanesia (1973), edncacion
iculrure in the wopics {1976), and all

paper). Thereafter, the seminas
ant publications resulted from them, In the 19905 the
08, Crocombe returned as a keynote speaker and helped
ving History and Lvolving Democracy in Papua New Guinea 1964-2008. A list
i ai.com/600technology/ information/waigani/Wai-

v.pngbu
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Ward, and in 1972 by Ron May: who was cecruited from the Reserve Bank of Australia to
become the Bnics fourth, and last, feld director- By then, the NGRU establishment had
pcaked at eight research fellows, one rescarch officer, and three research assistants. In 1974,
the unit appointed its first Papua New Guinean academic, Boio Bess Daro, who produced a
discussion paper o1 Josephine Abaijah and the Papud Besena movement.

Tn the 1970s, and particulaﬂy after the clection of Gough Whitlam as prime ministes
of Australia, the povement rowards independence in Papua New Guinea acccler-
ated. Following the 1972 election, Michael Somare became chief minister of the first
Fully clected govemmem: of Papua New Guinea. Self-government followed in 1973 and
independence in 1975. The new government Jacked experience but had enthusiasm and-
vision. In seeking 10 drafc and carry out an ambitious agenda of reform and Jdemocratic
consolidation, the Sosmare government sought expert advice from a variety of soures,
including NGRU rescarchers: Dayid Stone became 2 permanent consultant to the pr
independence Constitutional Planning Commission (CPC); Ross Garnaut was
of the Bougairwiﬂc chegotiation Team and the Tariff Advisory Committee before beis
seconded to the Department of Finance in 1975; (now Dame) Marilyn Serathern assist
in the prepasation of village courts legislation 20 s of law reform: D
Conyers was acrached to the Central Planning Office to help organize district plann
in Morobe and subsequently helped establish the i nrment in Bougaind!
and the Village Development Task ; £ the Bank of P4
New Guine and ptovidcd some assistance 1o CPC;and the unit was part of a governm
led Joint Programme of Studies in the Transport Process, which Marion Ward had he
initiate. NGRU also collaboraced with UPNG in 2 majot nationwide seudy of 18

migration and urbanization, which had significant policy implications.

UPNG itself became & hive of naionalist theroric and activity: drawing com
scholars from avound the world, The annual Waigani Seminars in che 19705 at

prominent international speakers, emerging Melanesian pohtical Jeaders, and 1arge
of students and snrerested locals. The 1972 seminat had as keynot¢ spcnkcrs Iy
René Dumont, and Lioyd Best and included on the programme many of the €
nationalist {eaders of the region.

In 1973 then djrectot of RSPacS Anthony Low, who had come o ANU
Institute of Development Seudies at the University of Sussex, Wrote of NGRU
been o MOTE successful socio-economic research institate in a third world cov
its period of rerminal colonialism.” But with indepcndencc approaching, an
established, it was decided within RSPacS that mainfaining NGRU in Papud
was no longet appropriate, and initiatives Were taken o fand the unit oNeT,
government. The Institute of National Affairs, 2 private sector chink tank that
uted substantially To the discussion of policy issues over the years:
the seminag 100 of NGRU in 1974

TiE INSTITUTE OF ApPLIED SOCIAL AN
During 1974-1975, discussions were hheld with relevant parties it Papua *
Jegistation was drafied for a Papud New Guinea Institere of Ap
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As its first major activity, in 1976 TASER organized a seminar attended by representa-
s from government departments and agencies, colleagues from UPNG, and members
the private sector to discuss research needs and prioritics. The wide-ranging discus-
helped to define the early IASER research agenda endorsed by the IASER council in
76.This focused on (1) population, with specific reference to demography and the effec-
¢ness of family planning programmes; (2) assessment of government services, with special
ence to extension services; (3) organizational bases for local development, includin
id provincial government and development associations; and (4) rural development,
ecific reference to implementarion of land policy, constraints on economic develop-
d rural outmigration, It was also noted that although questions of macroeconomic
appeared not to have been given high priority at the seminar, a vigorous effort should
¢ 10 recruit someone with skills in this area (May 1976; IASER 198 I).
as succeeded in 1977 by UPNG economist John Conroy, who was in turn
in 1982 by UPNG geographer Richard Jackson. By 1980, research staff numbers
fo 26, with 16 exparriate staff and 10 national staff Among IASER’s early
aff were Mel Togolo, Aruru Matiabe, Kundapen Talyaga, Ila Temu, Anton Goie,
and Chris Haiveta, During the late 1970s and throughout the 19805, IASER
regularly with government and a substantial part of IASER’s funding came from
nducted on behalf of other government deparements and agencies.
, the directorship was localized with the appointment of Bougainvillean
is. Makis was tragically killed in an apparent raskol (rascal, bandir) artack
ed by historian John Waiko, Waiko resigned in 1992 and was elected to the
ment in that year. He was succeeded by Wari Iamo. Iamo resigned in 1994

tional by-election, and was replaced by lla Temu as acting director, but Iamo
for a further term after failing o gain the seat.
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move to incorporate JASER within the National Planning Office,
tbstantial for maintaining its independence — including support from

ce approac adonal Planning Bebes Korowaro — and it remained an independent
g NGRU ater, the scope of [ASER was expanded by the eransfer of the Education
, hand the ¢ UPNG, and in 1989, the National Execurive Council approved a
<ector thin ‘ational Research Institute — a title formalized by legislation four years

$0 absorbed the Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies (created in the

direction of Ulli Beier) and the National Film Unit, but the following
ere rerurned to the National Culrural Council.

d 19905, much of IASER/NRI’s research focused on the national

al development projects and community development projects;
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In 1998, NRI survived another acrempted move o rerminate the independent researeh
rution, when the economic advises to the Skate government, Pirouz Hamidian-Rad,
sed the abolition of several starutory bodies as a cost-cutting measure. This proposal
ntually resisted, and Hamidian—Rad was later arrested on charges of misappropria-
the work of NRI suffered 2 Further setback when its director, Beno
Richard Jaclson recurned brietly asacung

Bocha, was accused of financial mismanagement.
t of Dr Thomas Webster in 2004
g administrat

director before the appointmen
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Highlands Province and executive director of the UPNG Open College, quickly peinvigor-
ared NRI, securing assistance from the Australian Agency for International Development
200-+ was much 35 i

(AusAID) for 2 new building programime (the NGRU building in
had been when constructed in 1968}, several research advisers under the Advisory Support

Facility (including May, who rerurned to NRI for several months in 2005-2008), and

funding for its research prog
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‘has been since the 1960s, land reform remains a
to challenge researchers and policy makers,
Other recent research projects have included decentral
nd sub-national politics; corruption;
ational development and pianning; an

deficiency syndrosne (HIV/AIDS).5
Since the 1970s, IASER/NRI has had its ups and downs, bur it has established a solid

utacion for the independence of its research and jes capacity, within the limited resources
ilable to it, to respond to demands from government for policy-oriented research and

¢. In this, it draws on traditions established in the 1960s, of which Ron Crocombe
'ma;'or architect.
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