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ABSTRACT

This monograph is a study of signals intelligence (SIGINT)

activities in South Asia. it describes the history of these activities from
the early stations set up in India by the British, through intelligence
operations during the Second World War and during the three India-
Pakistan wars, to Sri lanka's operations against Tamil militants. It also
describes the higher command and managernent structures and the
intelligence establishments in India, Pakistan and Sri l^anka; the
organisational aspects of the numerous agencies involved in SIGINT
activities, and their facilities and capabilities; and it discusses the
efficienry of the SIGINT organisations in the three countries, as well as

their operational effectiveness.
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INTRODUCTION

Signals intelligence (SIGIND activities in South Asia date back
to the very beginning of the SIGINT age. Before the First World War,
Britain had established SIGINT stations at Simla in India and
Abbottabad in the North-West Frontier (and now in Pakistan) to
intercept communications from as far afield as Persia (Iran), Russia,
Azerbaiian, China, Burma and Southeast Asia. During the Second
World War, SIGINT activities in India and Ceylon were extremely
important in the British operations against Japanese forces on the
western side of Southeast Asia. British SIGINT activities were
maintained in South Asia after the war, but were discontinued when
India and Pakistan gaincd their independence in 1947 and Ceylon (Sri
Lanka) in 1948.

India and Pakistan, however, moved fairly quickly after they
achieved independence to establish indigenous SIGINT capabilities
and operations. During the first India-Pakistan war (October 1947-
December 1948), both the Indian and Pakistani armies utilised SIGINT
in important tactical operations. In the second and third India-
Pakistan wars (August-September 1955 and December 7977), SIGINT
provided both India and Pakistan with extensive and often extremely
important intelligence at the strategic, operational and tactical levels.

The Pakistani SIGINT establishment is probably the most cost-
effective in the region. In comparison, for example, India's SIGINT
establishment is several times larger in terms of personnel and
resources, but the performance of the Pakistani SIGINT establishment
is probably iust as good. The Indian SIGINT effort lacks coordination
and has become too politicised, and needs to be profoundly
reconstituted if it is to become more effective.

Sri Lanka's SIGINT capabilities are quite rudimentary but
they have been critical in the government's successes against the Tamil
militants in northeast Sri Lanka, who have been fighting for an
independent Tamil homeland since the early 1980s, but who have used
unsophisticated radio communication systems and poor
communications security (COMSEC). The second half of chapter 3
provides an interesting study of the role of SIGINT in counter-
insurgency warfare.


