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Wayf aring: Photog raphy in Taiwan, 1950s-1980s explores fo ur t rans fo rmati ve decades of 

photog raphy in Taiwan, t rac ing it s evolu ti on am id t he island's emer gence fr om Japanese 

colon ial ism and integ rati on into t he Nati onal ist regi me under mar ti al law. Throu g h a dozen 

richl y illus t rated essays and interv iews, t he book br idges t he gap between recen t vigorous 

Chinese-lan guage scholarsh ip on t he su切ect and it s l imit ed represen tati on in Eng lish. 

Tak ing it s titl e fr om t he conce pt of photography as a means of pat hfi nd ing, t he book 

explores how, in t he 1950s and 1960s, photog raphy played a pivotal role in documen ti ng 

local cul t ure and everyday l if e, in t he hands of bot h prof ess ionals and amateurs. In t he 

1970s and 1980s, photog raphy was w it ness and agent of soc ial t ransfo rmati on, engagi ng 

not only st reet protest s but also issues such as env ironmen t al protecti on, mental heal t h 

and gender pol iti cs, as well as be ing a v it al condu it fo r cross- poll inati on in contemporar y 

ar t, t heat re, c inema and perfo rmance at t he ti me. 
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