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And so din a very meaningful way, Rolleston declined the
gpportunity to live the 1ife of the sguettser or of the
landed gentleman, and instead chose the town: a choice
which neverthelsss brought town and land ftoegether; scoclally
in his own right as a son of the Hoellestons of Watnall
Hall, Notts., and by marvisge as a member of the vast
Farguhar-Davidson-Macarthur-lesiie family, business and
friendship $Y$tem@} But in holding town and land together,
this absentee squatter, as he presently became, went further,
for in an hiervarchic sense bthis glittering acquisition to

%

the civil service was a part of the growing professionallsm

~

of the service. It was ftrue thai fthe riss of this meri-~
tocracy was being f'ed from below by men Llike the Halloran
brothers and Elvard brothers: but it was alsce true that men
1ike Rolleston fed the process from above, for while
Rolleston, Abram CQrpen Moriarty, and the Acting Surveyor-
General after Mitchell's retlrement, Alexander Grant Maeclean,
initially secured civil service appointment by vivtue of
who thev were, it was by wvirtue of merit that they advanced
to the top ranks of the serwvice; and in this process thedir
very persons helped attach prestige to those ranks. Somew
thing of the growing elan, efficiency and expertise of the
service can be glimpsed in the amalvtical sophistication

of Rolleston’s covering report to the 1861 Census of New
South Waless. The repori could have been writien only by a
man giving undivided attention to hisg duties, vet the
relsvance is that it was written by a man whose person
linked English, Scofftish and colonial soclety; inside
colonial societly linked the civil service to the broader
social milieu of the town, and in turn linked the ftown to
squatting., Thasé remained the corude ouitlines of a complex
social interaction which succinctly expressed dfself din
Rolleston's possession, wlih Louis Hope and Denisons?

brother, of sbout three bundred square miles of the Leichhardt,

i,&ppegdix .
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But dn the mid and late 18508, amoeng the people whose
persons and aciioens tended to reuvuniiy teown and sguatting,
the doyen was undoubtedliy William Forster, fhe man who in
1852 had turnsed his formidable dntellect to getting rid of
Frederick Walker. In Forster squatiting produced almost
certainly its first leisured gentleman in the sense that the
English traditicen comprehended the leisured gentleman -
wealthy, leisured, cultivated, educated, willing to devote
his leisure to the governance of society. Both a Forster
and a Blaxliand, both intelligent and educated, William at
21 dn 1839 was financed dintc pionsering on the Molongloe
Plains, and later into sguatiting, by parental family wealth
(the central stem of the family, the Blaxlands of 'Newington®
on the Parramatita River, fell with the Bank of Australia in
1848)5l Part of the price that Forster paid the frontier,
apart from the death of his wuncle, Gregory Blaxland, and
the conviction that the blacks were to be dealt with only
by force, was a sense of cultural deprivation. 'A miserable
sort of outlaw' he called himself from the Molonglo Plains,2
but conversely it was this sense of loss that was best
calculated to preserve him, and best calculated to give his
life ultimate aim. Nor was he ever guite as lost as his
yvouthful laments might suggest. In the 1840s, he emerged
long enough to direct at Gipps a splendid satire, 'The Devil
and the Governor', which received both nineteenth and
twentieth century praise. "Purgatoryt the Clarence River
may have bee.n.,;3 but it did not save fthe faithless friend?®,
Robert Lowe, from Forster's pen. And when, in 1854, he
came back to Sydney a wealthy man whose squatting ventures
in Wide Bay were prospering, he came with a comprehensive
view of colonial society perhaps unrivalled by any of his

contemporaries.

1George Leslie to his parents, 20 July 1848 {OML - Leslie
Letters)m

2 . .
Juoted in Roe, Quest for Authority in Fasiern Australia,
p.75, and see passim.

J1pid.
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It was in fact not wunlikely that Forster was the
"Sylvanus® who the previous vear had lectured the Empire
from Wide Bay that fthe sguatters are not a class in the
strictest meaning of the term' and that ‘phantoms of
aristocracy, oligarchy, feudalism {righiten vou from your
_)p.:r*opsz’ie715'3/“‘?@'i FPor the Forster whe came to Sydney was, on
the one hand, not prepared foc let the sguatters be 'thrust
to the wall® as Hope feared, but on the other hand,
believed that a place had to he found on fthe land for people
other than sguatters. He was another who wanted an elec-
tive upper house and bevond this he advocated manhood
sulfrage. And here as a conseqguence he forged two unpara-
1leled links belween town and squatiing, fTor this kind of
mind, throwing itself into politics and into the intellecw
tual activity of Svdney, met a like mind in the effervescent
urban radical lawyer, Daniel Deniehy. These were integrated
mern in whom it were in fact idle to partition their
political, sccial and intellectual dinterests. Deniehy gave

Forster a literary outlet in his paper, the Southern Crosgs,

in which Forster ventilated his political and literary
interests, and as a social and literary critic Deniehy
was one of the fdrst to applaud when Forster turned his

pen on the less commendable aspects of Sydney politics:

Whom will ve to the fair arena send?®

What troops of braggarts, mountebanks and knaves —-
Tmposters, born to govern dupes and slaves ==
Who with the wind of LIBERALISM distend

Their cheeks, but private interest only scek =-
Who, seceming human, still ifike centaurs end

In iron hoofs that tramplie down the weak,
Though to the strong they despicably bend.

Such men degrade the freedom they defend -=

Yet such, meseems, ars fTavoured in the eyes

Of civic crowds and town democracies -—--

Alas! for freedom, if she so dependl
Constrained to tune for vulgar ears and throats
The high sweet music of her heavenly notesi?

}Chapter & ahove.

2 . , ‘ .
Sonnets, Replicatory No.l: Southern Cross, 7 January 1860,
pa2, col.2, for Deniehy's criflguec,
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The cultural linkages ran out bevond Forster and
Deniehy. In Forster's cabinet in 1859-060 sat the brother~
in=—law of The brothers Hacknell of Liverpool Plains and the
Gwydir, Geoffrey Bagar, destined fo follow Rolleston one
day into the top vranks of the public service, and who in
1840 had wooed Mary Buclnell poetically

Gentle as fair «-— and fair as thouw art good
Thow == Mary! be the idnspirer of my strain —- 1
Thou that filrst taught this unskilled ear to khow,
Socially the linkage ran to Sir Alfred Stephen, C,J., who
in 18359 relieved the four day tediuvm of a sgquatting case
in the SBupreme Court by writing a graceful and light-
hearted poem about himselfvg The cunliural linkages ran
to the radical Henry Parkes, to fthe public servant Henry
Halloran who had once saluted the explorer Mitchell,
Fach rock in Greece for ever, sitands -~ repeating
Some high and worthy name;
S0 shall Australian mounts, as life is fleeting,
Pregserve L{hy hard-earned fame.
to the radical peoet Lharles Harpur and to Charles Tompson,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, like Deniehy, Eagar,
Halloran and Harpur, of convict origin, and like them a
poet, and uniike them z msn who had spent his youth squatt-
ing, on the Tompson holding of '"Punonvhareenvha'! taken up

on the Murrumbidgee in 18732,

It dis, of course, not possible to measure the signi-
ficance of all of these links. They remained nevertheless
points of empathetic contact in a system at the centre of
which stood Forster and Deniehy., In this respect, Forster's
unigque contribution to reunifyving soclety, bevond that made

by a Rolleston, a Coxen or a Cox, was that he went beyond

quoffrey Bagar to Mary Anne Bucknell, 9 August 1840 (ML -
A.4504, Correspondence of Geoffrey Eagar, 1838-1888, p.17).

-

'0f children tvhis Knight had no less than eighteen,...!

BiTo Thomas Livingstone Miftchell...on his leaving Sydney for
the interior on an expedition of Discovery! (ML - M35, 1009,
Thomas Livingstoene Mitchell Papers, 1836-1853).
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tending to bring the separating interest groups together
again, and tended to reach down society to men like Harpur
who were inclined to view society noet vertically but
horizontally. In this respect, Forster softened society's
meeting with the intellectual leaders of the radical urban
thrust from below. He remained the doyen of all the people
whose traffic between squatting and town went to moderate.
the changes that Louis Hope and William Henry Wiseman
feared, that squatiting would be 'thrust to the wall' and

that the hierarchic society was doomed.

Between 1856 and 1861, in some confirmation of these
fears, parliament moved fTirst to manhood suffrage (and more
equality of electoral distribution) in 1858,‘i and then to
free selection before survey;2 and while electoral reform
had connotations reaching far beyond squatting, it was
sgquatting for which the suffrage and free selection had
peculiar joint relevance. For while it did not follow in
abstract logic, it followed in terms of actual politics
that the suffrage and equal electorates were a necesgsary
condition for free selection before survey. And a covoliary
to these poiitical =zhifis was that the hierarchic society
did undergo a marked change of shape, becoming politically
stratified with traditional and conservative thought con=-
tained in the nominated wupper house, and liberal, even
radical thought the general preserve of the lower house.
These shifts did not take place without some wild oratory,
wilder than John Robertson may have wished. In January
@861,4during the second reading debate on the free selection
bill, the Crown Lands Alienation Bill, the radical David
Buchanan talked about civil war and scemed to confirm
everything Wiseman could have feared. If the Bill passed,

said Buchanan

P22 vie 20,

-

ZCrown lLands Alienation Act, 25 Vic.,i.
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Agrivuiture [will] flourish, and the country [will]
be studded over with happy homesteads. Let any
body of sguatters stand bhetween the bill and this
privilsge -- let them throw out this bill, and
[f dare] affirm that not a squatter Twill] hold
an inch of ground afterwards.
¥For Cowper and Robertson, with their extensive leasaliolds
inside the boundaries, this was perhaps too wild for comfoxrt,
the moreso (if then current accusations were sound) that
radical dndividuals in Shoalbhaven had designs not on

squattages, or even on leaseholds inside the boundaries,

tut on the Coolangatia freschold esstates of Alexander Beryy,

In a rapidliy polarising coemmuonity, the feasibility of
paszing the free selection kill rested in the fact that the
initial five-year terms of the upper house were due to
expire on 22 May 1861, after which the house would be nomi-
nated for life. HRebertson therefore held an effective
threat to any obstruction, a threat reinforced by a bill
introduced by Cowper to make the upper housge elective.

The free selscotion bill went through a reconstructed but
nominated upper house afier the retiring Council members,

onn the eve of their termination of approintments, walked out
to deny the Lill a qusfum,& Perbnps mindful of a perception
that & nominated house could be 'packed', unlike an elective
house, or perhaps mindful of the radical talk abroad,
HEoberitson and Cowper droppad the upper house elective pro-
posals they had cherished in private and in publio gince
1858%, There wers, after all, limits to how far the men of

change would go.

For the hilerarchic society, the dominant fact between
1856 and 1861 was that politically it sundered across the

middle, leaving New South Wales to work oul the problem of

giﬁ Debates, 30 January 1861, SMH, 31 January 1861, p.2.,
col.k.

r

2. L . g -
Macleay in LA Debates, SMH, 18 Jaomary 1861, p.5, col.Z.

3y & P {NSW), 1807, Val. 1, p.561.
L. . - : : -

The walk out prevented the swearing in of new members
appolinted by Reberison to ‘pack® the Council.



267

establishing a modus wvivendi between man as hierarch and
man as mumbers. To a substantial degree, man as mumbers
would resolve this problem. As the Empire (or, if one
likes, Henry Parkes as the owner of the Empire) had obser=-
ved in 1853, in English societies volers tended fto defer to

character, condition and wealth, and in New South Wales,

by and large, they would do so for ancther thirty vears,

As for sguatting, there was a peculiar sense in which
it was ‘thrust to the wall', but hardly at all as Louis
Hope had envisaged, Equal electorates gave the town politi-
cal preponderance, compleialy reversing the traditional
landed copmand of polities. Politically, Sydney cama into
itself, and this marked an abiding sundering between town
and land to which the landed gentry and the sguatters
{where they were separate entities) and presently the free
selectors would find themselves subrject., This wider view
of change would Le lost to sight while ever the town
focussed its attention on the squatters as subjects of

popialar demonology.

T this sense, the land became isolated from the town.
The gentyry amd the sguatters still sat in pariiament,
although this was ¢f course more true of the Council than
5f the Assembliy. The history of the Council after 1861 as
a mivror of the wealth and respsctability of New South
Wales has still %o be written. In the Assembly, apart from
Forster, the other notable squatiting leisured gentleman
was John Hay of the Riverina, who would follow Teremnce
Aubrey Murray as the President of the Leglsiative Council.
In the long run, the political changes between 1856 and
1861 would be seen to be not nearly as fundamental as they

at the time appeared.

And here there was a curious reward for the geniry to
a peint., and moresc Tor the resident squatters, Political
eclipse in the Assembly tended to mean freedom from poli-
tical responsibility, and this was of a piece with ithe
doctrine of ansrchic inftroversion Charles Throsby had pro=-

pounded in 1819, And in turn, this introversion was of a
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pilece with other changes that had been gathering shape
before 1856 and which came to fruition between then and

the early 1860s. Unless these changes are taken to account,
along with the anarchy inhervrent in pastoralism, the lack

of political dnterest by the bulk of resident squatters
seems nonsensical., Between 1856 and the early 1860s, the
frontier resolved ite dilemma with the blacks, the

squatter magistrates resolved their role as the decentral-
ised custodians of the Queen's peace, the squatters
(althoagh net unecessarily only the squatters) came to some
objective view of dirresponsible man, and in Queensland

some of them believed they saw a promised land where one
need feel no restraint from government, peers, servants,

or the blacks, In the early 1860s it remained for squatters
in the oldest squatted lands of New South Wales, on the
.Murrumbidgae and on the Monaro, to demonstrate that free
selectors were political and social simpletons 4if thewy
thought they were the scle enemy of the squatter. They
never understood that to him all men were potential

enemies, even his own peers, and that this was what Throsby's

doctrine was all about.



CHAPTER 9

SQUATTER _AND GOVERNMENT AND PEER,
18561864

In the mid 1850s, New 3South Wales was experiencing a
prosperity fthat generally rpivalled and in some particulars
outclassed the prosperity of the mid 1820s. In 1852-53,
it was possible for the value of Sydney town lands to
multiply five times in fifteen mor}ﬂchs,aE and two vears later
it was stated that arable land in the Hunter Valley had
been pushed as high as £80 per acre.2 In his purchase of
Wentworth's northern stations, as has been seen, John
Charles Lloyd in 1833 needed only three months to accumulate
£22,430 in discharge of his balance of purchase prices3 It
was George Leslie’'s opinion in 18354, when he sold Canning
Downs for £54,000, that given another three yvears he could
nave lifted the price to £200,000“h‘ He was probably right,
becanse in November 1857 his brother Patrick sold to Robert
Tooth his compavatively tiny and under-developed Goomburra
and Gladfield stations for £405000.5 It was presumably in
these same general circumstances that Wiilliam Adams
Brodribb, William Bradley's superintendent on the Monaro,
went down the Muvrrumbidgee and bought 'Wanganella' in 1855,
and that Henry Bates Fitz, the superintendent of ‘*Pikedale!’
in the Darling Downs district and grandson of Mr., Commissary

FTitz of Windsor, bousght the station from Captain Pike of the

Hunter Vallevy.

This prosperity needs gqualification. It was not true

that all sheep and all cattle sold readily at all times at

3Will:ﬁ,am Dangar +o Henry Dangar, 5 September 1833, in
William Dangar of Turanville (Scone Historical Monograph, No.li

1968), D.25.
28elect Committee on the State of Agriculture, evidence,
P27, Mmg’% 1855, Vol.2, p.327.

3

“Chapter 3ix above.

QGeorge Leslie to William Leslie, 25 January 1854 (OML -
Leslie Letters).

DMBFP5 30 December 1857, p.2, col.1.
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high prices. Distance, local markeit conditions, seasonal
variations, market gluts in 8vdney or Melbourne, all
combined to interfere with high or even moderate prices.
Particularly in the north, the boiling down establishment
remained a feature of pastoralism; and the gold rush in
1858 4o Canoona on the Fitzroy River, while regarded as a
disaster for gold-diggers, rescued nothern pastoralists
from a domestic meat depression,1 Nor was prosperity a
sure guarantee of success. At the age of 19, in 1855,
Vincent James Dowling bought a station on New England, had
lost it within two vears, and in 1858 was droving cattle
to Melbourne, preparatory to making a second start at Fort
Bourke on the Darling. And it did not follow that
prosperity ameliorated the frontier. Fresh out of the King's
School at the age of 14, Albert Wright spent the next six
vears superintending for his father in the Liverpool Plains
district, and emerged inhabiting a

dark lonely world in which he was still haunted

by the dingoes! howling and the last struggles

of the child he had had to disown and crush in

himself too early.
The frontier did not sear Dowling until the 1860s. In the
meantime, in search of prosperity amid prosperity, he wrote
laconic sentences that described his overlanding %o
Melbourne s

Tore myself away from the refined and beautiful
Miss Mark.:

and in lonely country between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee

Met a man r%ding a horse of mine.
Claimed it. '

1See, for instance, William Henry Walsh to [ ? | Archer,
29 May 1859 {MI, -~ A,73882, Archer Papers, IV, General
Correspondence, pp.145-47),

2Judith Wright, The Generations oif Men (Melbourne, 1959),
p.26.

BVinceﬂt James Dowling, Diary, 1858, entry dated 1 June 1858,
{Eidsvold Station).

Ziwa:’Ldaj entry dated 6 September 1858.
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But if the prosperity of the mid 18508 has to be
gualified, i1t was nevertheless prosperity. It was true that
the prices of all pastoral commodities were much higher than
they had been in the late 1830s and throughout the 1840s.
At worst, wool, mutton, beef and tallow were relatively
prospercus. At best, they generated the confidence to buy
cattle and sheep at prices not seen since the mid 1820s.
And because the price of stations was still closely geared
to the price of stock, and would remain so until a
permanent tenure gave stations arn intrinsic value of their
owri, then the confidence of men was measurahle by the money
they paid for stations. While the ready evidence is not
available as it is for the 1820s, given this economic
atmosphere it is not unreasonable to suppose that in the mid
185058, as in the mid 1820s, the greatest prosperity came the
way of those with stock to sell to new entrants into
pastorallism, and in sum, the essence of prosperity in the
mid 18808 was that it wore several faces depending upon the

ambitions of the individual contestant.

The effects of prosperity on the social compesition
and distribution of sguatting were several. As has been
traversed, prosperity strengthened the nativist role in
sguatting by beginning to skim off those men not securely
anchored in New South Wales, and went on to encourage a
traffic between sguatting and town that tended to reunify
the hierarchic society against the divisive changes of the
decade., Prosperity invited new entrants into pastoralism
who, according to their cash and credit resources, were for
some time abscrbed into the longer settled squatting
districts: George Leslies gave way to his cousin, Gilbert
Davidson; Patrick Leslie to Robert Tooth of the Sydney
brewery family of Tooth; Wentworth to John Charles Lloyd.
When these resources could no longer find outiet in the
older districits, or when like Dowling a man did not command
these rvesources, then in the late 1850s prosperity provided
the economic dincentive to re-invigorate the frontier. In
the process, as will be seen, il was necessary for the
squatter to re-define his relationship with his servants and

with the blacks, but the point is that colonial prosperity



was a4 necessary condition to re~awake the frontier.

What remains of interest, and what will be the
immediate concern here, 13 the commentary on sqguatiing
provided by juxitaposing prosperlity and the exercise of power,
On the face of it, 1%t would seem eminently reasonable that
prosperity liberated squatters sufficiently to engage
themselves more fully in the 'aristocratic' function of
central govermment and in the 'gentry' function of local
government. The supposition hardly stands up to inspection.
And it sguatiers appeared to engage dn the exercise of
central power and eschew local power, the difference was mors
apparent than real, for undeyr the difference lay a profound
shift in the distribution of squatiing power in New South

Wales.

In the redistribution of political power attendant on
responsible government, the principal lesers were the
survivors of the 385 sgquatters licenced under BDourke in
1837, 1In 1848, these survivors (or their direct male
inheritors as the case might be) numbered at least ?h?»q
These enduring families represented the continuity of
colonial history: 32 of them belonged to the hierarchy of
170 premier land users of 1818: A4 similarly to the premier
100 land users of 18322, For ithe most part, ceriainly in
their upper ranks, the 147 survivers of 1848 belonged to
the landed gentry of New South Wales: of the 41 magistrates
among them iﬁ.é%ﬁ%, only five lived beyond the bvoundaries.
Down to 1856, the 141 families were the principal social and
political fact of New South Wales, serving in govermment the
function of an 'aristocracy'. This group alone sent nine
of the 52 membegrs inte the last Legislative Council belore
responsible government, inciuding seven of the 16 elected
members. After responsible government, in May .1856, only
two sat in the upper house before 1862; and down to 18864,
only seven in the lower house, the maximum number of them

at any one time being three.

b o e s , . PR o

"The difficulties of tracing matrilineal descent and of

identifying sguaited properties from early run list data
might, if resoclved, 1ift this mumber of survivors.
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Apart from the peolitical significance to society at
large, this substantial eclipse signalled the redistribution
of squatting power among several sepavate bub over-lapping
groups of squatfters =~ to Sylvanus® 'commercial speculators?,
the commercial and merchant squatiters of Bydney: to the
lesser gentry who normally drew no distinctions between
their sstates and thelix squattages;§ to the resident
sguatters of the older established districts:; and te the
resident squatters of what by this time had to be
distinguished from those districts, the frontier. 0OfF the
219 members who sat in the lower house between 1856 and 186G,

83 neld direct sguatting interests.

This direct interest {including those members with
additional interests) numbered 12 merchants, nine pastoral
and professional residents of Svdneyv, 27 country residents
for the most part of fthe county genfry, and 35 squatters
among whom were residenit sguatiters, merchants and leisured
gentlemern, but who by and large defy any vready system of
classification. A case in point was Gordon Sandeman, the
Sydney marchant who lived for 15 vears on his Burnett
station, *Burrandowan?!; another was John Charles Lloydis
brother Bdward Henry, nominally a resident sguatter, who in
the course of five years lived successively at 'Burburgate’
on the Liverpool Plains, at 'Denham Court'! hetween Liverpool
and Camden, at 'Burburgate' again, at 'Llangollen'! on the
Liverpool Plains, at Richmond Terrvace, and at Rose Bav on

Sydney Harbour.

By ancther test of the distribution of these B3 members,
L2 of them were magistrates in 1857, 12 of them being
resident din Svdnev, 15 in the counties, and 15 bevond the
boundaries. Boughly, fthen, by either test, they were
distributed one-third in Svdney, one-third in the counties,

and one-third bevond the boundaries, Clearly, therefore, the

}I am indebled to Stuart Hamilton Hume, great-grand-nephew
of the explorer, Hamilton Hume, for a detailed description
of how a number of families of the country gentry around
Goulburn regarded their estates and squattages. Private
communication.
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redistribution of squatiing power affer 1856 did not mean
any wide geographical distribution. Those who could be
regarded sitrictly as vesident sguatiers, whether of the
older districts or of the frentier, had a minimal share only
of political power in general and had a modest share only

of squatting power. In the first instance, of course, this
was partly a reflection of universal suffrage and electoral
distribution in favour of the town., But the crucial fact
was that in their own pastoral electorates the resident
squatters forfelted almost half of their ocpportunities of
representation in faveour of merchants amd absentee sguatiters.
The wine mevchant, Daniel Egan, represented the Monaro from
1854 to 1859 and Eden from then tiil his death in 1870.
George William Lord, fifth son of the emancipist mevrchant
Simeon Loxd, and resident of Sydney, rvepressnted Wellington
and Bligh (or the Bogan as it became in 1859) from 1856 to
1878, Murrumbidgee was held from 1851 to 1839 by George
Macleay of 'BElizabeth Bay', and thereafter by his dousiﬁ,
William John Macleay of Sydney, for another 16 years:
betweern 1856 and 1859 while the electorate returned two
members, the incumbent with George Macleay was ancther large
squatter resideni in Sydney, John Hey. When the Murray
electorate was created out of Murrumbidgee in 1859, Hay

held the new seat for another five vears. These were the
most graphic sxamples, but even New England which began in
1858 as a two-seat electorate held by the resident sguatiers
Thomas George Rusden of TEuropambella’ and Richard Hargrave
of 'Hillgrove’ fell in the mid 1860s, following an urban
hold on the electorate, into the hands of an absgentee
squatter, Theophilus Cooper of Maitland. Exclusive of the
men nominated to !'swamp' the Legislative Council in 1861,
103 men sat in the upper house hetween 1856 and 1869. At
least 37 of them held direct sguatting interests. Only one
of them, Edward David Stewart Ogilvie of 'Yulgilbar' on the

Clarence River, was a vesident sguatter.

The profound ghiff in sguattiing power attendant on
responsible govermment was therefore largely s social
phenomenon in which power passed generally from one set of
absentee owners to another set of absentee owners: and

partly by theilr own default the resident sqguatters of New
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South Wales falled Yo more than half utilise the geographic
redistribution that did come their way. Sguatting power,
although substantially now in different hands, remalined in
and close to Sydnev. One stili had to go to the drawing
rooms of the Cumberiand Plain to complete any explanation
of sguatting and The frontier. It was guiite in the logic
of these terms that, for a variety of immediate reasons
ranging from political ambition to a concern for one's
health, some of the wealthiest of the county and resident
sgquatters turned to Sydney in the 18508 -~= William Forster,
William Bradiev, John Hay, Henry Dangar and, a little later,
Edward Henry Lloyd. There was thus in the 1850s a strong
tendency for squatting to turn and reinforce its point of
criginal origin, a tendency that progressively beheaded the
process of hierarchic and traditional development beyond
the boundaries -= for this failure of the really wealthy to
enrich and civilise the lands that created their very wealth
logically debilitated the efforts of the hierarchic society

to re—~order the frontier in ifts own likeness.

What was left to the resident squatier as magistrate
was his 'gentry?! function of local goverpoment. This had
been the dimmediate vole cast Tor him by the hierarchic
society in its bid to re-structure the fronfler -- and as
has been seen, in the late 1840s and early 1850s the squatter
magistrates for the mosi part entered upon this responsihility
with enthusiasm, diligence and a wish to learn., As this
energetic acceptance of tradition occurred in a time of acute
and therefore distracting economic distress, it was not
unreasonable to assume that prosperity would aillow the
Flowering of a more leisured magistracy, one of willing
capability to both put down the roots of an enduring
hierarchic pastoral society and set in moition the process of

enriching and civilising the squatted lands.

Yet in greater or lesser degree, and wifh the conspicuous
exception of the Wagga Wagga district, this was anever o be.
In the sense that the really wealthy sguaitters defaulted in
a responsibility to the sgualbited lands and the frentier, so
in the early and mid 1850s many of the magistrates defaulted

in thedir jmmediate responsibiliiy to the Bench. The near
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collapse of jJustice beyond the boundaries is easily
described: an explanation of ithe cellapse 1is much more

difficult.

The crucial point in the efficacy of a Bench was
that while a magistrate could sit in single Jjurisdiction
in relatively trivial matitersg such as the drunks’ parade,
issue warrants, deal with correspondence and generally
offer the clerk adminisitrative direction, he was severely
circumscribed by the many Acts (iﬁcluding the Masters’ and
Servants! Act) that reguired jurisdiction by at least two
magistrates. Therefore while one diligent magistrate
could probably maintain a fair wmeasure of local
administration for some vears, Jjustice on the other hand
really depended on the capacity of the Bench to provide
double jurisdiction. By this test, following the halcyon
inaugural vyvears of the squatting Bench, justice broke down
fairly quickly over much of the sguatted lands. The
endersement, 'case rvemanded as only one magistrate present’,
or words to that effect, can ke found frequently in any
Deposition or Bench Book of the period. A return of Bench
attendances compiled fer the years 1858 and 1859, when the
system had reached its nadir, shows for example that in
terms of mathematical possibilities in this period only 16
double Jjurisdictions could have been possible at Kempsey
out of 131 sittings, at Armidale 135 out of 175, at
Balranald 7 out of 46, at Moama 16 out of 61, and at
Bombala nine ocut of probably 58, The return is too defective
to allow firm statements about many of the other Benches
hevond the houndaries, but at fthe other exitreme from
substantial collapse it does appear to say that at Cooma
in the Monaroc and at Wagga Wagga there functioned an
effective system combining 'dailyv! single Jjurisdiction by a
police magistrate and *Tweekly' double Jjurisdiction by him

and an honorary magistrate.

EAttendances of Magistrates at Courts of Petty Sessions,
1858-60 {NSA - L4/730.4, Col. Sec. Spscial Bundle).
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This serious default of the wmagistrates could be
traced in extensio by counting attendsnces from courtg
records and press reporits of the 1850s: it seems reasonable
to reduce this project to a sampliing; Lo Armidale, the
oldest and largest squatiting town in New South Wales:; and
to two frontier villiages, Balranald on the lower Murrumbidgee,
and Tarcom in the Dawson Valley. In the enthusiastiic days
of 1850 at Balranald, as many as five magistrates sat on
the one day. But over the seven years 1830 to 1856 both
inclusive, the Balranazld Bench mustered double Jjurisdiction
in respectively ten of 15, eleven of 21, three of five, one
of six, two of four, two of ten, and two of eight s;i‘ttj_ngs,-i
The Tarvom Bench, established as late as 1858, sagged more
precipitately, In 1858 it mustered double jurisdiction in
seven of eight sittings, din 1859 in nine of 13 sittings,
and in 1860 in nine of 16 sittings: the substantial collapse
came in the last four moniths of 1860 when the magistrates
sat in double jurisdiction din only three of the nine
sittings of the periodgr and in the next vear a police
magistrate was appointed to the Tarcom Bench. Because of
the dincomplete nature of the records, the decline at
Armidale has in part to be inferred. As early as 1851, the
squatter magistrates called for the appointment of a
resident magistrate in the tewn§3 and Dr Thomas Markham
of Armidale was placed in the Commission of the Peace for
this purpose. On the other hand, the squatter magistrates
with Markham (after his appointment) sitting quarterly
under common law jurisdiction as the Petty Debts Court
failed only once in eight vears down to 18%6 to maintain
double jurisdictionoer By this time, however, the squatier

magistrates had all but disappeared from Pelly Sessions: in

]Balraﬂaid Petty Sessions (NSA - 4/5505, Balranald
Depositions Book).

2 :
Taroom Petty Sessions (QSA ~ Tarocom Depositions Book)ﬁ

Sprmidale Bench to Col.Sec., 7 July 1851 (NSA ~ 4/5484,
Armidale Police Letter Book, Letter 51/91}.

! , -
%Armidale Petty Debts Court (NSA - L/3469, Register of Cases
under 10 Vic 10).
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N b

to 31 Marvceh 857, five sqguatters made

the year 1 April
a total of eight appeuvances bhetween them. In the same
vear, until his resignation in Februsry 1857, Markham sat
80 times; the Commissioner of Crown Lands {firstly Edward
Christopher Merewether and then Abram Orpen Moriarty) 60
times, and a Gold Commissioper, James Buchanan, 29 Limes.
The Bench failed to provide double jurisdiction in 82 of
the 127 sittings for the vear, and when Markbam resigned

in February 1857, this jurisdiction prevailed at three only

of the next 16 ﬁitting34!

The most dmmediate and attractive explanation Tor the
widespread default of the sguatiter magisirates was ithe
distance of their stations from their Benches. At VWagga
Wagga, where n reasonably efficient Bench pertained from
the late 1840s, two of the magistrates, John Peter of Gumly
Gumly and Frederick Anslow Tompson of Bunonvhareenyha,
lived within five miles (perhaps an hour's vide)} of the

Bench. Armidale on the other hand was entilrely surrouwnded
try absentee-held stations and the vesident sguatitepr
magistrates necegsarily lived at distances of twenty to
forty miles away (a half %o a whole day's ride} from
Armi@aiegz For the nearest maglstrates, the Marsh brothers,
this involved an over-night stay in Armidale; and for the
furthest, John Everetit, a thres day yvound journey. Not
surprisingly, there is no suggestion in his correspondencs
or in the admittedly incomplete extant court records that

Everett ever sat on the Armidsle Bench.

Cooma on the Monare represents a mixture of Wagga Wagga
experience and Armidale sooilal geography. The town was
pressed closely on the north and the south by William
Bradley's absentee holdings, and the problem was met by,
presumably, Bradley wielding a paironage commensurate with

his wealth 4in having dnstalled 4n the Commission of the Feace

1 . . . s . .
Attendances counted from Police (Office reporis in Armidale
Express {(UNEA}.

7r
Figure Z73 opposite.
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his Monaro supstintendent, William Adsuns Brodribb, son of
apn emancipisgt. I the more sristovratlc atmosphere of New
England, this Saiutiﬁn was perhaps not possibkble until the
late 18508, Indesd, not only in New England, nor
exclusively among sguatfters, did tradiitdion still govern
men’s sense of the proper. A Belect Commiitee of Inguiry
into the State of fthe Magistracy held in 1858 to devise
ways of adapibing the magistracy to the envivonment
foundered substantially on this rock of tradition, neither
the committes nor its variegated witnesses able fto think
their way through it, for instance, to o professional, paid,
trained magistracy {a concept not to be confused with the
police maglistrates of the time who, while paid, were not
trained for their duties,; and who remained, like the

honoraries, g@ﬁ%éemen)vg

Un occoasion at the dinguiry, tradition explicitly
recalled witnesses from going Torward to meet the
environment. Plunkett suggested that the bench clerks be
appointed after professional examinatlon, and then drew
back with the cbservation that noe government could tolerate
such an infringement of its exercise of patronage. The
Iiveral lawyer, Charles Hamilton Walsh, soon fo e mayor
of Goulburn and liberal member of the Assembly, mentioned
those supsrintendents who commanded the confidence of the
districts they lived in and who would theyefore 'be very
eligible as magistrates!. Tradition hauled him back at
onoe i

There is, however, a diffieculty with respect to
thelr admission, because L1f yvou open the door
ortce to let 4in superintendents, there is 1o
saying where it will end.3

It was, din fact, not dmprobable that Brodribb's

appointment in the late 1840s was a part of the scocial

?Selesﬁ Committee of Inguiry into the Ztate of the
Magistracy, V & P, 1838, Vol.2, pp.73-193.

2
mibimtﬁcﬁ ?a%:}f}:

a

"

‘Ihid., p.ish,
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unease that prompted several witnesses alt the ingquiry to
remark to the effect that undesirable appointments to the
Commission had begun in the days of Sirv ﬁharies'Fitzﬁﬁyﬁq
And when in 1837 Henry Dangar’s genesral manager on New
England, Arthor Hunter FPalmer, was placed in the Commisslon,
thereby as it happened breaking the cordon of absenitees lands
around Armidale, a Sydney elector for the tableland asked
the membeyr in an open lelter:

Will wvou be good encough to inform your

constituents whether it was by vour

recommendation that Mr. H., Dangsx's sheep

oversesr was pilaced in the commission of the
peacei®

The Armidale Express that printed the letier caught

the clash between tradition and enviromnment in its own
ghifting attitudes. A vear previously, in December 1856,
it complained of 'the non-attendance of the neighbouring

3

magistrates of considering their title 'a mere honour

H

magistrates'. Several weeks later it accused the
without the trouble of atitending on court days?$4 Two
months later again, in March 1857, 1t ohserved that the
magistrates ‘reside at too great a distance....to attend...
without suffering inconvenience, 1f not loss?.? In
November, it told the indignant inguirer after Palmer's
*appointm@nt thet ‘the guery could be put with a better
grace’ and that
While it dis desirable that men sitanding in a more
independent pesition should gensrally be chosen

for the magisiracy, we are aware that the
glrestion is aften narrowed inte *Hohsonts cholice®.

1 . . _ . . N ;
See, for instance, ibid., the svidence of Mr. Justice
Therry, p.105, and of John Hubert Plunketi, p.133.

2 : - A o= . 5
Armidale Express, 7 Nevembesr 1837, p.3, col.l.

3

Ibid,, 27 December 1856, p.2, col.d.
i
%ibiﬁg, 17 January 1857, p-2, col.t.

=
“Thid., 14 March 18357, p.2, col.s.

L6 . -
Ihid., 7 Navembher
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The difficulties arvising from distance therefore offer

",

ST

£

the most lmmediats and atiractive sxplanation for
widespread default of the sguatter magistrates. Yeti it is

an explanstion with as much deception in 41t as reality.

Before its sudden decline in late 1860, four of the Taroom
Bench's eight magistrates attended sittings with a

reasonable regularity, and the other four salt from time to
time. The brothers Royds of Juaﬁ&&h$§ located as far from
Taroom as John Everett was from Armidale, between them
attended mine of the fivst 37 sittings. This high

performance at Taroom was not entlrely altruistic. As at
Tenterfield a decade cariier, tThere was a strong tendency
among magistrates to bring their own servants before the
Bench, and the physical presence in Court of plaintiff
magistrates had the incidental sffect of making the plaintiffs
available to it in cases other than their own. This mixture
of altruism and immediate self-interest, however, merely

lends welght %o the point that distance was not a barrier

given the appropriaste motivation.

The Armidale magistrates themselves made the point.
Given the need or the dncentive, they could still muster to
their duty. On 3 QCctober 1859, four magisirates dncluding
two resident sguatters sat in the Petty Debitsg Court, and
later in the dey the maglistrates sitting for the Revision
of the Jury Lisi comprised Palmer, a wisilting absentae
squatter, another visiting squatter, and four resident

i
sqa&tterﬁsd And one of this last group, Henry Arding
Thomas, alone raised the question of motivation. In the
same vear that Palmer broke the cordon of ahsentees
ownership around Armidale, Thomas broke 1t again when he
bought Lady Dumaresq's 'Saumarez! station five miles west
of Armidale. A magisitrate and fairly wealthy, he thus
placed himself {iik@ John Peter at Waggn wagga} within an
hour's ride of the town, but he never ﬁaé.in Petty Gesslions,

remaining so inactive that the return of magisterial

1. .
Figure 24 opposite.

tobher 18530,

Ll
-

2 % a " . ) .
Police Office veport, Armidale Express, 4
p.3, cols, 34,

{




attendances prepeared in 1860 for the Colanizl Secretary

omitted to mention him.

The condrast between Thomes ot Armidales and Peter at
Wagepa Wagga is insiructive. Peter was & Scois Presbybterian
who acguired Gumly Gumly statvion by maryving its widowed

owrner, one Mrs. Bourke. He was in 1848 one of the 141

fank

wed by Governor HBourke in 18757,

Feag

surviving pastoralists

doce

o

=1
apd in the late 1850s with the withdrawsl of men like
William Forster, John Hav and the pousins Macleay to Sydney,
Peter was almost undoubtedly the weaaltrhilest rvesident sguatter
of New South Wales. It is not possible to say in what part
he inherited {from the Macleays) and in what part he
originated the hiesrarchic cencern that wasg a dominant theme

in the singular social unlty arcund Wagsga Wazega.

As has been ssen, he was forward in the founding of
the Bench and of the fivst National School, and in the
1860s would give the money, £500, for the building of the
Presbyterian Church. Too much could perhaps be claimed for
him: the crucial point was that according to his means,
prominence and influence, he conformed to the undfyving
pattern of the district. In the 1870s this unity would
produce sguatters among the elacted aldermen of the town:
in the 185%0s it entailed most directly attendance at Petty
Sessions. In the late 1850s when Peter took an sxtended
holiday in Melbourne, John Goerdon of !'Borambola’, 17 miles
from Wagga Wagga, attended 47 sittings of the Bench in two
y&ars:z whoever established the traditicn of service in
Wagga Waszga, 1t claimed many men, of whom Peter was in the
18508 the most prominent, because the wealthiest and most

3

powerful .

-

TAttendances of Magisitrates at Courts of Petty Sessions,
185800 {NSA-4/730.4, Col. Sec. Special Bundle).

2 ..

Ihid.

3 . L & , & - an . -
“The foregoing estimate of Peter and of the Wazgga Wagga
district derives from & reading of Keilth Swan, A History
of Wagga Wagga {(Oity of Wegga Waggs, 1970).
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Seen in this perspective, Peter belonged to a different
world from Henry Arding Thomas of Armidale., But Peter and
his district were the atypical, and Thomas in the
mainstream of pastoral inftroversion. In this mainstream
a concerned individual was helpless as was Bryvce Thomson
Barker of 'Nanango®, close to the town of the same name in
the Burnett., One by one, in 1860, he recited the names of
his defaulting colleagues from the Nanango Bench, and
threatened the Colonial Secretary with his own resignation
if aid were not forthgomingoE The threat had a marginal
affect only, in the appointment to the Commission of George
Clapperton, until 1857 superintendent of, and since then
owner of, the Tarong station adjoining Barker's Nanango.
Clapperton, a Glaswegian Catholic and gqualified solicitor,
took his elevation seriously enough to transcribe and index
into a guarto exercise book the lengthy Ministerial Duties
of J‘usticeso2 ITronically, however, Barker's return to
Scotland in 1862 left Clapperton in Barker's previous role
of concerned but isolated individual. AL the turn of the
1860s, like Peter and his district, Barker and Clapperton

were the atypical.

It is hard teo resist the conclusion that self-willed
introversion operated at least as strongly as distance im
determining the modest role played by resident squatters
in central government, and in their widespread abandonment
in their prosperous yvears of involvement in local
government. It dis hard to resist the conclusion that Henry
Arding Thomas personified their substantial withdrawal from
a concern in society, or for that matter from a concern for
soclety. John Hubert Plunkett, as late as 1858, might
still believe that Bench attendance, like jury service, was
a pari of the apparatus by which society dinstructed itself

in its own freedoms, and a part of the self discipline by

]Bryce T. Barker to Col. Sec., Qid., 5 May 1860 (ANUA -
P.86, Tarong and Barambah Papers).

211 and 12 Vic. C.42 {ANUA = P.86, ibid.).
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which society governed itsel{ in Freedomgé but both
environment and pasioral introversion were against him.
Sgquatters had long seen the virtue in letting cenitral
government control the blacks ifthrough controlling the Native
Police: now there was 2z widespread inclinasion to leave
Justice to the police magistrate, an officer of central
government who multiplied sxceedingly in the late 1850s and
early ?860392 In traditional tevms, central government and
the hierarchic socisty were mutually exclusive ways of life.
In their substantial abandonment o©of a formal, organic
function in socliety, the resident squatters effecitively
returned afresh (if they had ever left) the extremist

individualism prescribed for pasioralism by Throsby.

What seemed to rvemailn was a multiplicity of hierarchic
societies, each contained in ifts own territorial boundaries
where men were housed and fed according to their rank -—--
in which Mr. Lioyd of Gurley was distinguishable as the
principal of his territory, for instance, by alone taking
cream in his "ir,ea'f3 —wo@ multiplicity of hierarchic societies
connected with each other and to scoiety in general only by
the loose informal ties generated by transient common
interests, whether these be the malter of a political

candidacy or the desire for a raillway or for a rvace meeting.

Shorn in large measure of formal bond, it was, as a
consequence, not nearly as friendlyv a world as its hierarchs
liked to make out in their reminiscences: for in retrospect
they would be inclined to confuse friendship with their
inberited code of being gentlemen. What they tended to lose
gight of was that while a gentleman could be sasen
conclusively fto be a gentleman only under intense provocation,
this was no necessary basis for a friendship with the

provocateur. In the late 1850s, when a number of squatters!

i s o . y -
Select Committee...Magistracy, op.oit., p.i137.

2 . . . , . . .
For the swing of opinion to a professional magistracy, see
as examples, V & P {(Qid), 1860, pp.71 and 53k,

jRuD. Barton, Reminiscences of an Australian Pioneer (Sydney,
1917), p.102.
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dams on the Billyvbong Qrwek% cut the flow to downstream
sguatters, it was as 'a magistrate’ and 'a gentleman' that
William Adams Brodribb, heavily outnumbered, offered
refreshments to a railding parity that cut down his dam.

But The loss of fime and money that had gons intoe the
bruilding of the dam hardly made for friendship, for in the
same breath, with & cerftain degree of civility!, Brodribb
promiged the raiders action aib lawqg And the pallid
growth of friendship in the Monare was dimplicit in William
Bradlev's protest in 1806% to his manager there, Henry
Tollemache Edwards, at the money being spent by Edwards to
fend off encroaching sguatters and free sei&ctors.ﬁ Beyond
the boundaries, in fsct, the primary funciion of manners
was Lo make tolerable the enduring sguetting confliict, thai
ong man's share of the sarth was only what his neighhbours
consented it to be. This was the reality temporarily
ohgcured by the hierarchic sosiety's endeavour to re-order
the frontier at the end of the 1R40s, and it was not
improkable that this corrosive reality had a direct
connection with indifferentism to central govermment and
the decay of local government. And the prosperity of the
18508 could he fairly taken to have placed a cash premium
on tiwe fruits of this enduring conflict which was not with

cnets servants or with the blacks, but with onets peers.

Dr  Hobert Townson's achievement in the 1820s on the
Bredalbane Plains had been to sstablish the kind of
territorial boundaries that pastoralism had needed in New
South Wales. Thivty-five or forty vears on, the failure
of first the Colonial Gffice and then of the liberal and
radical town to legitimatise this discovery; thedr

respeciive insistence on viewing pastoralism as a passing

1 - ; . . .
‘The Billybong {now Biliabong) Creek is part of a network of
anabranches linking the Murrnmbidgee and Murray Rivers in
the central Riverins.

Eégg, 18 January 1839, p.3, col.Z2.

}Fﬁr the gensral sense of Bradlev's strictures, see the reply
to him by Bdwards, 5 May 1865 {ANL - MS 1154/8/4, Bibbenliuke
Letter Book, 1864.05),



abervation: and the dnsistence of {the ftown in projeciing
free selection into pastoral dnsecurity meant simply that
manners had toe do a let of the work that might ordinarily

have fallen to friendship.

Some men did build genuine friendships out of such
inauvspicious clrouwsstances, as did Bryece Thomson Barker
of Nanango and George {lapperton of Tarong, Barkexr on the
eve of his departure for Scotland in 1862 putting a
symbolic seal on the bond by giving to Clapperton his small
and magnificent library, including a 1757 ten-—velume edition
of the collected works of Alexander Pope,j But Commissioner
Wiseman of the Leichhardi, who too loved the good life, was
paid to deal with the basic lack of dintegrity that
stultified friendship and wore even manners paper thin.
'I have great difflculty here', he wrote from the Dawson
in late 1855, 'disputes existing everywhere!,

When I am running what I consider a South Line
T find one fellow running a 5.5.W. line on my

right [, ] another running a S.S.E. line on my
teft, both striving to include some water which

they want.

Then the man who championed squatters against the 'braying
apes’® of Svdney let a touch of feeling enter his perspective

of the Dawson:

Such lyving T must call it as I am sure 1 have

to listen to, Imzagine one Squatter tendering for
country occupited several years by another and on
which there was a very superior slab Hut, and his
marked tree, close to which his gunga was when

he marked it, within ten yards of fthe others
marked before him two or three years |,] vet he
avers he saw neither tree, hut nor marks ol sheep
Feeding. [The} longer we live the more we learn
[wj baseness is more common in man than generosity
and nobility of spirit.

]For a catalogue made din 1971 of Clappertonts library,
indicating Barker!'s gifts where identifiable, see Appendix F.

“William Henry Wiseman to [ 7 i Archer, 3 November 1855
(ML, ~ A4.3882, Archer Papers, IV, General Corvespondence,

0.5%) .
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The tension between the gentlemanly and the base was
insidious. South of Dubbo, while overlanding to Melbourne
in 1858, Vincent James Dowling rested his stock a dayv oun
Wilbertin and sald of the owner, 'had a long wvara with
Brewster. He is a first rate fellaw““f1 Two days later
Dowling wrote in his diary:
Not a superabundance of grass, but sufficient to
induce me to remain one day, and more if 1T
thought Brewster would wmot see me., 1 am in
hodily fear now, that he may come ot .2
The product of ithe ftension between the genitlemanly and the
base was susplcion. Five yvears later, a sqguatfter again,
and on his way with sheep to the north-westernm frontier
he had helped to set in motion once mors, Dowling wrote
frvom beyond the Darling:
Spent the evending with old Sharp the old
Gentleman does not seem to like the idea of my
Jambing down 10,000 Ewes at the back cof his run,
console myself with the idea that self 5
vreservation is the firsi law of nature!
The fears of *ithe old Gentleman' undoubtedly went beyond the
uszge of some of his grass, for in a land where one's share
of the earth depended on the concurrence of one's
nelghbours, then men 'lambing down' were dangerous, as
Avthur Huniter Palwer demonstrated to Biddulph Henning.
Palmer, Henry Dangar's pastoral general manager for 20 years,
went out on his own into. the north in the early 1860s, and
enroute to the frontier *lambed down' on Henningts
'"Blenheim'., Then asserting that Henning had in fact gilven
him occeupancy of an unused run, he claimed peossession, and

I
was ultimatelyv dislodged only by the threat of court acition.

I+t was chavacteristic of this corrosive atmosphere in

social relationships that the old settled districis were no

Dowling, Diary, 1858, entry dated 6 July 1858 {(Eidsvold
Station}.

2

TIbid., entry dated 8 July 1858.

BDiary, 18613, entry dated 9 July 18673 {Eidsvold Station).

i -

4Ramhel Hepning to Etta Henning, 27 January 18673, in David
Adams [Bd.), The Letters of Rachel Henning (Sydney, 1963},
p. 122,
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more immune to its touch than was the frontier. In these
districts old disputes shaved the day with new ones. It

was probably true by 1860 that most of the disputes submitted
in 1849 to the Commissioners of Disputed Boundaries had in
fact been settled. Yet at Gurley between the Namoil and the
Gwydir, ccoupied since the mid 1B3%s, the land remained in
dispute up to at least ?8?@;1 In 1839 the dliiterats
gx-—vconvict Samuel Clift felt driven to petition the

Legislative Assembly for vedress from the mess of intrusions,
conflicting official and judicial decisions and continuwing boun
dary argument that had invested 'Doona’ since ?83632 At
Burburgate, Wentweorth's old head station of his northern

runs, the brothers Lioyd would <¢laim in affer vears the

honour of being the firsi on the Liverpocl Plains, and
probably the filrst in New South Wales, to fence their

3

houndaries with wire” -- but the task begun in 1856 could

clearly, beocpuse of 2 boundary dispute, not have been
finished hefore at least 3862$&
It was only in that year that Jamesg McEvoy and the
brothers Tyson settled their boundary dispute which had
endured since 1851 at the Jjunction of the Lachlan and the
ﬁuxrumbiégﬁe*g In the absence of fencing, too {partly a
reflection of limited development but alsoc of disputed
territory}, there was only an intangible line between
trespass and occcupation of ground, for as late as 1867,
Thomas Darvchy and the brothers Tyson, ploneesr neighbours of
21 vears standing, would bring to a trespass dispute a
attery of contending barvisters inciuding Sir James Martin,
-

b
o P . . . . o o .
Sir William Manning and five junior counsel. Tt is hard

%EarﬁOﬁ, op.oit., Chapter XI.
2

V & P, 1859~60, Vol.3, pp.905-07.

Jharies William Lloyd, Reminiscences (ML ~ A.1460/2, Lloyd
Papers, Reminiscences, p.1).

i,

“fbid., p.i8.

-55.5%2,13@:1};_6:;:3;-,<-a.§,{;it,. ,P-96 and fn. 51.

blbid., PE.96-97 and fn. 53.



to dmagine that the energy and money poured into this
superficially trivial dispute did anyvihing fto enhance

friendship on the lower Murrumbidges.

But in the clder settled districits, some disputes were
fresh, ‘Considering the time vou have held Guningrah',
Bradley's Monaroc manager, Henrvy Tollemache Edwards, told
William Graham {or Grahame) in 1864, 'I think it very

. . . . . ‘ ‘ 1
strange, that vou did not dispute this boundary before.,..'

Yet for all the courtesy, Bdwards seemed to go to Graham
further than need a man convinced of his own case, ‘'However,
T wili be most happy to meet you on the boundary and sece il
we can settle it without any more troublea.,.’2 Under the
courtesy there remained a limited field for trust or
friendship, And in the older settled districts the basic
destructiveness in human relationships could be seen to
work itsell out, from s point of friendship or at least
co-operation to a point of armed intimidation, in the case
of the dams that squaiters bullt on some of the wesitward
flowing rivers., For here, as with pastoral occcupation of
the land, tradition and iaw had never come to terms with the
environment. The liftile riparian or water law carried into
New South Wales was concerned exclusively with an eguitable
access to water frontagesgg described how land grants were
to be sited accordingly, and was silent on deliberate

interference with the flow of water.

When prosperity made water conservation feasible on
the non permanent western streams, therefore, it was a
project to be undertaken within the terms of an enabling
Act or within a comprehensive community scheme, unless, that
is, a2 man wanted to act unilaterally in a context that was

neither legal nor illegal., In this last instance i+t followed

3Henr‘y Tellemache Edwards to William Graham, 273 March 1864
{ANL - MS 1154/8/4, Bibbenluke Letter Book 1864-65).

glbid.

jPhillip% and Brisbane's Commissions were more concerned
with navigational access. Darling was concerned with fresh
water as an adjunct to settlement. See HRA 1/1i, p. 126
/%, p.601: 1/xii, p.417. I
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that he was on his own if a neighbour cbijected., And this
was the point to which the Billybong Creek sguatiers came
in the late 1850s from the high hopes of 1855 when a
community effort, involving the expendiiture of £5?OOO,]
and the removal of 42,000 cubis vards of earth, diverted
part of the permanent Murrumbidges intce its anabranch, the
Billvbong Creek,2 But the surveying levels were defective,
and the cut did not produce results for every man on the
Creek, so that there emerged unilateral dam building and
the dam bresking raid, neither of them legal nor illegal,
the monument to them being the fort or stockade that the
territorial magistrates, the brothers De Sailly, built on
the dam that cost them £§9OOO»3 Intermittently, and in
different places, dam building and breaking went on for
some vears, conbingent on seasonal neads, and would go on
at least as late as 1873, when Peter Tyson was alleged to
have led an armed raiding party on the lLachlan at Corronga4
The most revealing moment of it all was that when the
magistrates and their fellow squatters drew back from what
they were at, in 183509, and sought political action from
thedlr member John Hay to bhring water conservation within a
framework of law, this promising step towards tradition
and order broke down in their complete disagreement among
themselves as to what they wanted Hay to do. In this

kind of moment, it was hard to see in these men the wish

thiS was the initial outlav.

gThiS project, the 'Yanke offtake', was not finally made
properly functional until the 1870s.

jSMH, 30 November 1858, p.3, col.k.

}
4The foregoing account of the history of dam raiding is
intended fto he no more than sketchy and is taken from
various datftes in SMH between 1 November 1858 and 273 January
1859 (and see particulariy SMH 7 January 1859, p.=2, col .b
and p.3, col.1 and 18 January 1859, p.3, c@ls.2m3); G.L.
Buxtorn, The Riverina 18611891 {Melbourne, 1967}, pp.47-49;
T.M.%. Denholm, James Tyson 1819=1898 (unpublished M.A.
Thesis, University of Queensland, 196G}, pp.36-58 and 94;
and N.S.W. Lands Depariment Correspondence, 1873 (Eéi e
73/2257) .

o

‘Pastoral Times, 21 July 1859, p.3, cols.i-3.
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or the capacity to serve in central governmeni, and harder
to see there what Gipps had once thought to see, 'the

materials for a local magistracy?.

Explicitly of the dam building and breaking, and
misquoeting Wordsworth, a correspondent protested to the

Svdney Morning Herald that

'The famous principle ==
The good old plan, that those should take
That have the power, and thosge should
Keep who Cantf 1
can never be admitted.
He might as well have said it of sguatting, for 'the good
old plan' had been a feature of pastoralism in New South
Wales ever since multiplving stock carried the first
colonist over the kind of boundaries allotted to him by
tradition. There was in fact nothing to choose between
building & dam, breaking one dowrn, claiming nriorvity of
possession of socmeons else's run, 'lambing down' on him,
or using sheep to frighten his cattle off a water frontage.
What time and the legal process had to ratify was the
result achieved, and in 1864 this day of resolution was
still 20 vears away, when, in 1884, the law would at last
come to terms with pastoralism (and with its dams), a time

when squatters, properly so called, would be no more.

But that veconciliation would also involve
reconciliation with closer settlement, & threat which, in
the form of free selection, would not materialise in most
of the squatting districts until 31 December 186%5, the date
to which most 14 vear leases {dating from 1847) were
extended in conjunction with free selection legislation.r

But in the Monaro, which was excluded from this extension,

1§%§3 30 November 1858, p.3, col.3. Wordsworth wrote :
The good old rule
sufficieth them, the simple plan
That {they should take, who have the power
And they should keep who can.

zThe Crown Lands Occupation Acts of New South Wales and
Queensland, 48 Vic 18 and 48 Vic 28 respectively.

3Crown ILands Oc¢gcupation Act, 25 Vic 2 (NSW)9 Clause 11.
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there was in the early 18060s a fovetaste of what was to
come, It was perhaps natural that squatters dimprisoned in
their capricious existence advocated closer settlement in
the orderly terms of village and town agricultural reserves.
It was irvonic that free selection was as capricious in its
effects as their own possession of ithe land and the water,
and uwndoubtedly ftheir distaste for free selection was
sharpened by their instinctive recognition of its intrinsic
caprice., This much was in their own life style, so much
so that it was not really surprising when squatters on the
Monare put free selection to use in their conflicts with
their peers, as did John Murphy of 'Kybevan' who free
gelected 320 acres directly in front of Bradlev's
"Ribbenjukef woo.},s.‘ned_g,‘i What his immediate motives were
remain obscure -- perhaps, like Wentworth's overtendering
of Hobler, he intended a profitable resale to his victim.
Timothy O'Mara of 'Bobundara' was more ambitious. Ie

free selected 320 acres in the middle of Bradley'!'s 'Mafra',
and claimed reguisite grazing rights which effectively cut
Mafra dinto two parts, rendering it useless to Bradley.

In 1864, other squatters might well look at the Monaro

and fear the caprice of free selectors and of sguatter

peers.,

What remained to squatting in the early 1860s was a
basically uncooperative world, inimical fto order and
organisation because, in the intangible world of human
contact, dnimical to friendship. 1t remained, for the most
part, outwardly urbane, a really astonishing achievement
which attested the strength of this much of the English
tradition. It was perhaps possible to bear the tension
between provocation and manners when there was a pyivate
safety valve. For the public John Parnell whom a friend
thanked in 1864 for his 'pelite attention in sending me

-

Pendennis and Esmond‘j was not immediately recognisable as

lpdwards to William Bradley, 21 April 1865 (ANL - MS
1154/8/4, Bibbeniuke Letter Book).,

QIbida, 17 July 1864,

JAlexander Warren to John H., Parnell, 5 August 1864 (ML -
AL5340-1, Parnell Family Correspondence).
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the same John Parnell who, beset on the lower Namoi in 1862
by boundary disputes, itresphssing and active sncroachment
on the Parnell runs, wrode privately to his brother at

Osterley House:

Oh 4f wvou could only crush some of these
iyl W S < wesemicy
Marrah Creek lying, thisving, De—w—e—- =

e s e . ) M
vou would do a kindness to the public.:

Angd It was perhaps possible to bear the tengion befween
provocation and manners when even one man appeared who
could indeed be a friend, as Richard Blomfield appeared to
Henry Tollemache Edwards when Blomfieid came to the Monaro
in 1864, My desr Richard', wrote Edwards, 'Allow me to
congratulate you on vour accession to the Ceolringdon
Bstablishment! and then wenit on te pen a phrase that can

stand as the ledib-motiv of an age that was fo have been

grdered:

I suppose we are now brothers in affiiction,
and must pell in the same mo&ﬁsg

EJﬁhmg?arﬁﬁi} to Charles Parnell, 27 October 1862, Ibid.

“Bdwards to Blomfield, 2 April 1864 (aNL - M8 1154/8/h,
RBibbenluke Letter Rook, 1864-63).



CHAPTER 14

SQUATTER AND  SERVANT, 1256.1864

T 1855, four vears after Patrick Leslie had whoopsad
with Joy that Gold would bring labour te New South Wales
and make it *the most prosperous colony in the worldt,
svants at last began to Justify his optimiswm. At mid
decade, in fact, there seemed every sign that labour
shortage, one of the enduring features of colonial history,
was aboulb to turn to a comfortable sufficiency. Immigrants
who had besen attracisd by gold were now turning towards
other pursuits, although it dis manifestly not poasible to
measure how far this movement contributed to mesting the
labour shoritage. Assisted dmmigration, being designed to
take up that shortage, had a wmore demonsirablie effect.

This dmmigraltion, financed in part by the proceeds of land
sales, dn part by the intricate credit system devised in
1852 by %@ﬁtworth&i arnd supplemeanted by merchant shipping
apeculation in migrant tralfic, had besan rvising unevenly
since 1852. In 18535 assisted dmmigration of these kinds
reached its peak, or rather a plateau extending from the
ond of 1854 fe the eve of the Census of 2 March 1856. In
this 14 months, in round figures, there entered Sydney
12,000 British and 2,000 Germans, and diveotly to bhe
Novthern Districis via Brisbane, 2,000 British and 1,000
Germans,2 This immigration was so successful in meeting
the demand for Iabour that Wentworih’'s scheme, dependant

as 11t was on ghortage to stimulabe masters to previde credit
for migrant passage money, virtually collapsed, and his

3

Act was repsaled at the end of 1855.-

L i . .

By the Act 16 Vic 42: Chapter O above.

2 & _ - c s ,

A pumber of other nationalities were also vepresented, but
in retatiwely trivial numbers.

3By the Act 19 ¥ic 96, The foregoing synopsis is drawn frowm
2.9, Denhelm, The Coming of the Germans to the PBarling

Downs, 1852.1861 (B.A. Hons,Phesis, Unlversity of Queensland,
o671,
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These immigrants thus arrived in the midst of marked

goiety that had

51}

social and political change, entering a
ut recently rejected Wantworth's aristocratic endeavour

to fTormalise its shape. It was in mid 18508 a scciety that
for a variety of reasons was in fact moving in the opposite
direction, towards freer institutions, forms and customs.

In & land, for instance, where the members of the legislative
council and the tervitorial magistrates {ﬁagether with other
prominent landowners, mevchants, lawyers and professional
men) collectively constituted social leadership, they tended
to present themselves as an untitled avistocracy by the form

1 which they seft out a birith notice: tat Merrviwa, on the

[
I

15%h March instant, the lady of Charles Blaxland, Esqg.., of
a seﬁﬁ*g Generalily, people who rated themselves below
this untitled aristocracy tended, alihough it was only =a
tendency, to degoribe the mother as *"the wife of*,  but on
the whole subscribed to the socially noncommital *Mrs.?
Hers cone found, among many others in the community, county
families such as the Throsbys and the Rouses who did not
participate in public 1ife, together with the majority of

families of resident sguatters who were not magistrates.3

29

o~ F
49, there was the excepticnal man

ol this hierarchy of birth almost
disappeared., Even in 18/

Between 1849 and 1
who 4id noet claim what he was enptitled teo. William Adams
Brodeibb, Esguirve, J.P., son of an emsncipist, and William
Bradleyis superintendent manageyr omn the Monaro, described
himself dn birt% and death notices simply as Mr. Willism
Adoms Byodri&by4 Ten yvears later, it was exceptional when
Henry Sayer Lewes wrote in the old style: Al Moira

-

Station, Murray River, on 27th July the lady of H.5., Lewes,

Yo . s . . PP
Birth Notices, Maitland Mercury, 27 March 1847.

s
“Birth Notices, SMH, 15 May 1849, birth notice of Bundoock.

BThe foregoing is based on a reading of the birth notices in
SMH for 1849, Cases in point are the Bloxomes, Singles,
Lowes and the Gordons of New England. Urban oxamples were
the Knoxes, Wilshires and Havmonds.

4 .
See, for instance, Death Notices, SMH

, 11 August 1849,
death notlice for Alice Eugenia Brodribb.
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S

Eag., of a son and heira?i in the Towur months thereafiter,
only a Wollongong resideni and a Mudgee solicitor followed
SRl B

Assisted dmmigrants of the mid 18508 encountered more
obtrusive vhanges. While the evidence is not substantial,
it would seem that responsible man in these vears shed his
moral explanation of irresponsible man: Hobler's fsaucy
vagabond? ;3 the creature who spent ‘exhorbitant’ wages in
tdissipation and other hurtful enjovments’ as Joseph Phelps
Robinson put 4n in ?843;5 the tdegraded’, !'demoralised?
oresturs of !'intemperate propensities', as Hobert George

I
Massie put 1iif 4in %8%93% almost echoing John Macarthur's
view of 1819 when he spoke of the convicts® 'vicious
=

yra@@m&i%i€$*$3

The apparent disappearance of this moral language
reflected perhaps not a changs in men's minds but the
disappearance from New Soulh Wales of those who thought in
this style. Robinson died in 1849, Hobler left for
California in 1851. Another representabtive of the style,
Eliza Marsh, refurned to EBngland in about 1855, Massie
remained, but the superb concentration of his language in
1840 sugpests thet he was using it satirically. John
Evereitt, who, as has bsen seen, was on rares occasions driven
to invoking the concept of the *saucy vagabond?!, returned fto
England in 1857. 7The effect of the apparent disappearance
of this moral view wias to make irresponsible man lock less
like a category and more Iike a human being, to whom one

cowld attach rational assumptions and rational explanations,

SMH, ® Augnst 1859, p.i, col.T.

Eﬁirih Notice of Zorkowski and of Clark, SMH, 12 October

1850, p.%, col.? and 2 November 1859, p.1, col.l, respectively.
jSeieﬁi Committee on the Petition from Dhstressed Mechanics
and Labourers, V & P, 1843, evidence, p.27.

A ,
Chapter 4 above,

o

?Chaﬁter i above.,
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When in October 1834 the cool and two labourers of
Peter Dalgardius Anderson of 'Gigoomgan' in Wide Bay were
found incapable of perforaing their work, Anderson was
content to express & snred of emotion (!'Gregory drunk.
Heffernan drunk. Thackway drunk. ') and proffer an
obhjective explanation: 'Dray came from Wide Bay last ndight
bringing grog, which acopunts for some of the men being
dxuﬂkﬂ‘% In the same tone of voice, in February 1838,
¥Yincent Jawmes Dowling wrote, Tleft the men about half way
to go on and secure a paddock, they geot drunk & lost all
the hﬂrges?=2 Pive days later he was content to observe,
Found all the horses agsain but onese late in the day’93
His surviving diaries alffTord one solltary occasion when
he reflected on the nafture of his servanis:

.5 «Btorekeeper should have been out here to day
according to instructions and he has not come,
it iz a most extraordinary fact that I cannot
get people to gm what they are told ~= always
some excuss - 4
And it was again in the tone of voice of Anderson amnd
Dowling that James Tyson in 186k wrote suceinctly of an
argumant: *Had a barney with Stephen,..and discharged him@’ﬁ'
If the snd of moral Judgment on irresponsible man as
servant was as strong as this evidence suggests, then in

th

sl

18505 there was growing up, certainly among squatters,
a class of man who expected nothing more of the worid than

he knew to he i dit.

The assisted dmmigrants of mid 183508 mishi expect
then to enter idnto the service of men less condemnatory of

them than had been the stern hierarchic case. But insofar

-
i
4

Gigoomgan Journal, 20 CGotober 1854 (OML ~ OM68-13).

Dowling, Diary, 1858, entryv dated 26 February 1858

1
{Bidsvold Station})

3

Ibid,, entyy dated 3 March 1858,

Ypowling, Diary, 1867, antry dated 11 August 18673, ibid,

“Tyson, Diary, 1863-6hk, 15 June 1864  (ANL - MS577).
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asg they were literate, or at least able to read and write,
these immigrants themselves contributed to the destruction
of drresponsible man as a category, and in the process, in
company with an increasingly literate component of the
native born and the lmmigrant, helped to undermine the
basic philosophical rationale of the hierarchic society
that the educated must of necessity govern the uneducated.
The rvationale sitill retained measurable force (it was
manifestly sbsurd, in the name of literacy, to equate a
capacity to read and write with the erudition of say the
lawyer Derndehy, the landowner Murray or the sqguatier
Forster). On the other hand, as was seen earlier, the
rationale in its older and purest form omitted intelligence
from dits field of reference., It perhaps eguated education
with intelligence. What the rationale now had to recoegnise
in the lesser orders of mwan was the conjunction of
literacy and intelligence, and in the recognition afford

the lesser orders a certain social and political wedight.

This adjustment the multi-avenued apparatus of
English liberty was well equipped to undertake - if in the
sarly 1850s social movement encountered the opposition of
Wentworth, then there were more promising avenues (their
pluratity must be stressed) provided by the landowner
Cowper, the merchant Hobert Campbell and the newspaper
proprietor Parkes, Lawyers, landowners, merchants and
squatters would stilll govern society, but they would do so
in a widened and deepened social consensus, formally
through a progressively extended franchise, informally
through wunmoralising acceptance of people as Anderson,
Dowling and Tyson appeared to do. This adaptabllity to
change was the other face of English liberty from its not
having been designed to organise mankind, in this case fto
the education of all of society., The German immigrants
entering the Norvthern Districts in the mid 1850s and drawn
haphazardly from a large nunber of wvarying autocratic
German States were literate to a degree that British
immigrants had never been - of 4735 Germans whose literacy

was recovded on arrival, 350 were dinfants, while of the
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. s - - - oy L
remainder, only 23 of 385, or & per cent, ware illiterate.

It was, of course, inevitable that the epl-cenire of
lidteracy remained in the town, for 4t was the ftown at the
expense of the countryside that hoth attracted and produced
literate people, In New South Wales, betwesen 1846 and 1861,
while literacy advanced generally, ithe country was completely
nnmablie to narrow the goap between dtself and the town,
literacy among adult malss advancing from 75 per cent teo 84
per cenit in the towns and from 57 per cent to 70 per cent din
the countryvside, Hers in varyving proportions were both
cause and effsoi in a socielty changing more rapidly at the
cantre than ftowards its borders: a society where the
hierarchic structure might reasonably be expected To survive
moere vigorously The further one was from the town, both
hecause of pastoral society’s intrinsic wvigour and because

of the enviromnmental impediments to effecting desived change.

The assisted dmmigrants of the mid 18508 encounterad a
matarial change - the rewriting of the Masfers'! and Servants!’
Act - that perfectly expressed this combination of social
ard envirvonmenial dnfluences upon fthe hierarchic structure.
The auvthor of the revised Act was Gecrge Roberi Nichols,
soiloditor, son of an ﬁmancipistga and supporter five years
previocusly of Wentworth’s Constitution Bill., Nicholst
Masters! and Servants'! Bill made only mincor amendments to
the old Act’s provisicns that stemmed from the criminal code,
such as the frauvdulent obtaining of advance wages by
fpreftence of Serviae’,j Nichols directed the most radical
attention to ceritain common law provisions of the old Act
that had a long history: Clause 2 that prescribed a maximum
gacl sentence of three months for ‘absconding from service’;

Clause 12 that reqguired za master to give a servant a writien

qﬁa Denholim, op.cit,, Appendix E.

zisaac Nichols, Principsal Superintendent of Convicts and
subseguently Postmaster Ueneral of New South Wales,

“Compare the old Act, ¢ Vie 27, Clause 3 with the new Act,
20 Vie 28, Clauss 3.
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discharge from service; Clause 13 that required the servant
to produce that dischavge to a new employver: Clause 14 that
presceribed a maximum penaliy of £10 for failure by master
or sarvant to veguesi or offer the discharge vespectively:
and Clauss 15 which prescribed a maximum peralty of £20
upon any master ‘knowingly! engaging a servand already

3

erigaged by snother master.

These provisions which superficislly suggested &
rigorous hierarchic view of the servant were not in fact
historically rigid, but marked s particular point in The
et and flow of social and environmental needs. In English
law, the penalty fer any 'misdemeancur' in employment was
prescribed in 1746 as a maximum 'one calendar month’;? in
1765 absconding from service was elevabed into a separate
clavee and the penalty Tor the offence increased ta a
mindmum of ‘'one monith' #nd a maximum of ffthree months! in a
thouse of corr&etian';£ in 1827 this was altered to read
simply 'a ressonable ftime not exceeding three months', and
aliternatives of abatement of wages and of discharge from
sarvice were providedsj In 1828 in New South Wales, when
the convioct as assigned sevvant had become the principal
element in the workforce, the penalties for absconding from
garyice were provided as & meximum of six meonths gaol ov
{presumably in the case of 'free’ men) three months in a
house of correctiocon and a forfeiture of wages 'as...shall
appear Just and r@aﬁﬁﬁablﬁvaq The Act of 1828 also cresated
the offence of Tkoowingly' employing or harbouring a servant
engaged to ancother master, and prescribed & penalty of £5 to
£20&§ In 1R430, with the end of transportation and a
congequent dwindling of oconvicts remalining in assigned

service, and with among other things the Textended ovoupation

Yoo Geo T, ©.19, Clause TI.
b Geo III, ©.25, Glause IV.
i Geo IV, c.3%, Clause ITI.
9 Geo IV 9, Clause 1.

+ ¥ie 23, Clause 1.
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of the lands of | New Saath,Waiesffgz it was perhaps the
growing inability to catoh or {when caught) to gael the
sbsconder thai lsd to ths prescribed penalty being =a
forfeiture of wages, Tin defauvlit’ of which a maximum of
fthree calendar months! in the 'common g&ol'.g The offence
of 'knowingly' employing or harbouring an engaged sevrvantd

Was r@tained,g

In the early 1840s, therefore, the colonial Act was
both stougher and milder than the prevailling English Act of
1823, The Hnglish Act envisaged a 'house of correction' and
pot a 'gaol', and made no provision for 'knowingly! engaging
or harbouring the absconder. On the other hand, for
apsconding, the colonial Act prowvided dnitially for a fine
instead of imprisonment, On the whole, with its dimplicit
recoghnition that distance had sutrun justice and that an
absconding servant had already in fact fined himself, the
colonial Act was perhaps a confession of weaknsss by

responsible man.,

As it happened this Act was rewritten in 1845, in
commen with a number of other acts, following doubts as to
the legal validity of the sunmary Jjurisdiction of magistrafe&.%
Terence Aubrey Muryay took the opportunity to write an
entirely new Masters! and Servanis? Aﬁt.ﬁ This Trish,
Catholic, aristocratically minded landowner and squatter was
appalled by the dndifference of servants to their dutles and
by the lack of dintegrity of masters towards their servants.
Hig Aci was therefors sternly informed by his proposition

that 'the law should equally compel fthe servant top do his

"hovie 273, Clause 1.
2 , . -
fbid., Clause 2,

o 4 )
“Ibid., Clause &.

*tn Reogina v. Mann, SMH, 6 and 14 February 1844,

Bee, for example, his Report from the Select Commiiiee on
the Masters' and Servauts! Act, ¥ & P, 1843, pp.507-9.
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duty, and his master Lo pPay }aximf.,)i And insocfar as the
tmminent establishiwent of Fetity Sesslons bevend the
boundarles would bring the sguoabting districts within a
bagic and pracitiloal Jurisdicition, and thereby make an
slementary judloial conguest of distance, the squathing
disgtricts were subsumed in Marrav's purview without explicit

oy dmplicit refesrence.

In this spivit of comprehensive sternness, Murray
conscionaly prescribed for 'absconding from seyvice! the
terms of the prevailizng English Act of E823S£ namely a
maximum 0f “three months' dn & 5haﬁse of correction? or
3

abatement of wages opr discharge from service, Hea retained
the colonial clauvse, unknown to the English Act, respecting
persons Tknowingly?® employving or harbouring sevvants already
emploved, the maximum penalty being £20; and added & proviso
that one hall of amy fine was “to be paid to the dinformer?®.
Then logic perhaps vather tﬁan a sense of the pracftical took
Murray on fto legislate in three clauses, without precedent
in Englisn or colondial Masters! and Servants? Acts, to
provide Tor the giving by masters of written discharges

Trom servéc&,ﬁ for the preduction of th?se discharges by

. . & . . ,
servants when seeking fresh emplovment, and thirdly in

terms of the criminal code for the prosecution of anvone

‘ Exempt from these provisilons

giving Ialse discharges,
{whiah i thelr effect perilously resembled the 'passpori’
and 'ticket-of=ieave' control of the convict) was ‘any

weekly servant emploved within any ¢i1fty or Lowi. ...

i

) _j«b -i Cg ¢ 3 };}a f}f)i'ﬁ =
Tibid., pp.5S07-8.

j39 Yioc 27, Clause Z.
4o, .
Tid,, Clause 15.
3

Thid,, Clausa 12,
Ibid., Clause 173.
Ibid., Clause 154,

8lbié,; Clause 12.
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Without this last proviso, the system of writien
digcharge would obviously have vollapsed almest alt once
under its own weight., As it was, 1t was overe-eslaborale
abructurally because dependant on the unogualified
co=gperation of all maslers and all servants Deyond the
town. On the part of masters this kind of co~operation was
improbable, Gilven the intractable labowur shortage that
prevailed in New South Wales until the mid 18530s, it would

have reqguired an abstract dintegrity to ask awkward
guestions of any servanit who did come toe hand or
fortultously present himsell for service, Thers were, Lo,
enough masters willing o indulge in chicanery {and shipping
agents o profit by it) to get their labour at the expense
of other masters who, for example, had laid out monev To
bring immigrant labour into New South Wales and found the
labour on its arrival whisked away elsewhere by the offer
of higher wages or by false p?@tena@sff The best that the
system of discharges could therefore expsct was the
co-—operation of masters who were elther honmest men (of Whom
there were probably a great igmber) or careful men who paid
business-iike attention to detail in their operations {of

whom there were probably relatively few).

When Murrav turned his siringent appyoach to fhe
proposition that fhe master was {o pay his servent, it is
net at all uniikely that the ftarget was less the dishonest
master who deliberately used distance to svade ultimabe
payment of wages, buit more the man who fadled to atiend to
details,; such as the capacity of his credit In Sydney to
sustain his orders drawn for wages. This lack of
professionalism in one'’s own activiiy was widespread snd
pervasive, and it ssems dinherenily dmprobable that a servant
wonld receive attentive dealing from men whoe did nol give 1t

even Lo their own psers and to officers of government. This

3%; Benholm, op,oit., generally: and in particular, the
complaint made by James Macarthur in 1895 to this effect, and
similar charges made in the sarly 18508 respecting German
immigrants to Moreton Bay, together with confirmatory
gvidence of these charges adduceable from exitant records;
Uhapter 9.
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slapdash activity affronted men Ilike Commissioner Arthur
Bdward Haliloran of Wide Bay who captured its essence in
February 1855 in a mumber of reports on tenders for new runs
submitted by resident squatters, Halloran writing in respect
of a yun called 'Bay View!':
This Tender comprises both land and sea, The whole
of the land is dincluded in the Reserve extending
three miles back from high water mark. ;
This Tender is therefore recommended for rejection.
Later in the day, having polished his prose at the expense
cf four more Wide Bay squatiers, Halloran began his report
on 'Wanga Wanga’' with the phrase, "The Land and Sea applied
for in this Tender.auo*g
Tt was in 1845 Murray's object to force the dishonest
and the careless into acospting their responsibilities to
their servants. Drawing upon the English Act of 18273, he
introduced provision for the ‘'recovery of wages by distress
and sale of goods' levied on the master,S and then without
precedent went on to prescribe that where 'such levy camnnot
e made oxr shall prove insufficient’ the master was liable
to a maximum sentence of tThree months gaal.q Thus where on
the one hand servants as 'free' or non-convict men were
subjected fto a kind of pass syvstem, their masters were
subjected egually to a liability without parallel in
English law, and once again it might be supposed that logic
pushed Murray beyond the realm of what was practical. On
the other hand, it might be supposed that the unprecedented
threat, simply as a threat, was adeguate for iis purpose.
And even as a ithreat only to fthe fTraditional and
unguestioned freedom of responsible man, it was a comment on

pastoral social disorder that Murray's proposals were passed

fCommission@r of Crown lands, Wide Bay,to Chief Commissioner
of Crown Lands, Sydney, 12 February 1855 (QSA - CCL 3/G2,
C.C.L., Wide Bay, Letter Book 1855-1857, 553/2).

Plhid., 55/5,
3 ,
9 Vic 27, Clause 5.

b
Thid.
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by the strongly pastoral Legislative Council of New South

Wales.,

It was essentially an unusual Act written for an
unueual occasion, and eleven vears later, when events had
oubtrun the ovcasion, Nichols stripped the Act in his own
unprecedented way. Amid prosperity, a good supply of
labour, the spread of towns and the anticipsited launching
of an itinerating superior court Jjurisdiction to oversee
Petty Sessions and facilitate app@als§g Nichols retained
the clause against ‘knowingly' emploving or harbouring a
servant already engagedgz but entirely discarded the system
of written discharges. He retained levy by disiress fo
meet wages due, but reduced the defaunlt sentence on a master
from a maximum of three months to fourtesn ﬁ&ys.3 Most
importantly, ifrresponsible man as sevvant was defined out
of existence when the penalty provided for absceonding from
service was no longer gaol in the primary instance, hut a
fine t'not exceeding ten pounds', the same rvecoverable by
distress and sale of goods, and where distress was
insufficient for the purpose, the penalty (as with a m?sﬁer)
wag to be impriscomnment for a maximum of fourteen days,b
Whatever a servaent with no possessions and on £30 or £40
only & vear may have thought of the change, it represented
the end of a traditional hievarchic distinction beiween
two halwves of socciety, Therve would still be masters and
servants but a man as a man was formally separated from his

place in society: and it was 4o the point that Nichols
insisted in Committee debate on his Bill that the default

=
. ) ) . . _ . 5
sentences on both masters and men had to be identical.

'see Nichols! comments in LA Debates, 30 December 1856, SMH,
31 December 1836, p.%, col.2. This superior jurisdiction was
established by the Distriect Courts Act din late 1858, by

22 Vie 1H,

2 \
20 Vie 28, Clause 9.

1bid., Clause 5.
i

Ibid., Cliause Z.

5LA.9ehaﬁegﬁ 30 December 1856, SMH, 31 December 18%6, p.
B

col.Z, the debate on Clause

L0
a3
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In s wide sense the assisted immigrants of the mid
18508 entered a New South Wales socially ready fo veveive
this legislation. Parts of New South Wales were perhaps
ready to go beyond this stage - the Zelect Committee out
of which Nichels? legislation came actually began by
debating whether there was a need for a Masters' and
Servants’ Act at all, and concluded eventually that 'it
was inexpedient to entirely dispense with legislation feor
this pur@ase’.% The Committee!s report consisted of a
single paragraph, devoted only to formal considerstions
{in 1845 Murray had written three pages explanatory of
purpose and considerations). The second reading debate in
the Azsembly consisted entirely of Nichols'! formal motion.
Az s Bill, it weni through Commitiees without challenge to
its dnternal prioritiesqj

This uncontroversial, even perfunctory, career of
Nichols® legisliation suggests that the Act was simply
catching up with social realitv. Some of its assumptions
were explicit. Like Murray's, it was an Act for an
ocoagion. Murray's elaborate discharge provisions were
discayded becauses, said Nichoels, they had already broken
ﬁown,a Michols?® dinsistence on eguality ¢f gaol sentences
in the common law provisions, and their unprecedesnied
mildness, clearly described soclety as 1t was reflected in
the legislature. When it came ito the environment problems
that had alwavs bedevilled the ldeas and smbitions of men
in WNew South Wales, Nichols again was explicit, seeing 1in

the anticipated dtinerating superior Jurisdiction a compleie

5

judicial conguest of distance.

é%@%ect Committes. . . .Masters?! and Servanis’..., V & P,
185657, Vol.2, p.470.
2 : )

1A Debates, 12 December 1836, SMH, 13 December 1856, p.5,
col.1.

SL& Debates, 30 December 1856, SMH, 731 December 1B36, p.5,
cols,2-5%, and Empire, 31 December 1856, p.2, cols.4-5.

?i

“Ibid., SMH, col.3.

.
Jthid., co0l.2, the debate on Clause 5,
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What was missing in this social, environmental and

Judicial perception of New South Wales was the frontler,
and it simply did not it dinto the explicit and dimplicit
trangquillity that governed the formulation and passage of
Nichols' aAct. There was obviously a further and unsiated
assumption that the frontiser was idrrelevant to society as
it was rvepregsented in the Assembly, And as the assumption
was unsbtated, dits nature can only in turn be assumed. It
is not improbable that it was the sum of three states of
mind -~ a legal tendency to ignore practical difficulties,
the introversien of the ftown in its own connerns in politics
{the radical Bapire of the time bhad much to say about the
colonial power struggle but nothing about masters and
servants), and a beliefl that in the foresesable future the

northern frontier would go its own way as a separate Ccolony.

The judicial conguest of distance would long be a
mirage in parits of New South Wales, as Vincent James Dowling
implied in ?863 whenn he wrote at the Darling, !'Saw an old
ghepherd of mine who had deserted the sheep talked
maglisteriallily bosh toe him about the "Vagrant &Ctﬁs’g The
inakility of the town to perceive the frontier was
demonstrated in late 1857, appropriately by a Sydney wine
merchant and sguatter, Samvel Deans Gordon, when on the eve
of the final collapse ¢f the frontisr in the Dawson Valley,
he claimed 4in the Estimates debates that the blacks weaere
no longery a problem in New South Wales. As for norihern
geparation, the unsiated assumpiion had mexit. There were
awkward problems in the north that did net it Wichols!
picture of fTranguillity, and the separation of GQuesnsliand
as it became in Desember 1859 removed the problems from the
purview of New South ¥Wales., It was significant of these
problems that after the platean of assisted immigration in
1855-56, Hamburg and Bremen shipping companies found profit

in speculative dmmigration ftraffic directled mostly to fhe

iﬁawiiﬂgg Diary, 1867, entry dated 2 August 18574 éEidﬁv&id
Station).
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northern pastoralistsz»E 1t was also significant {hat

Queesnsland found Nichols' mildness dinadequate in a land

composed mastly of frontier and in 1861 raised the penalty

for absconding from service from £10 to £20 and the gaol

sentence 4in case of failure of distress and sale of goods

from fourteen davs to thres months:z while in following

Nichols' priocrities, the master became similarly subject
of -

in respect unpaid wages.

g

On balance, then, the assisted immigrants of the mid
18508 were entaring New South Wales when formal and
informal hierarchic distinctions werse being, in some cases,
Blurred, and in other ¢ases abandoned., The trends in the
way a birth notice was written, in the deciinse of moral
value being attached to the lesser ovders, in literacy, in
the repeal of ¥Wentworth's Assisted Tmmigration Act and in
the assumptions and {inal form of Nichols! Masters' and
Servants' Act, collectively suggested an emergent socliety
founded on dmpersonal relationships between masters and
servants, a sociefy in which the only conceivable hierarchy

could have been thet of wnedorned wealth.

W¥here this would lead as the basis of a capitalist
scociety reguires a social history of the city of Sydney.
Tt is suificient hare to suggest that the social
continuities were not #o easily broken. TIf adornment of
rank was on the verge of extinction, there were other
adorments. It would have been hard for peer or servant
to remain indifferent when Daniel Cooper; nephew of an
emancipist, kinsman by marrviage to Williiam Charles Wentworth
and many others of emancipist origin, principal of Ccooper
and Co., and Speaker of the Legisliative Assembly, in 1836
projected the building of *Woollshra House', planned fto he
the biggest and finest residence in the colony. Peexr a2nd

servant would surely have had to admire, or wince, when in

1
‘I3, Denholim, op.cit., Chapter 10.

L

2. R — wp
Gueensland, 25 Vie 11, Clause 3.

3

Ibid., Clause 5,
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the presence of 400 invited guests and a band, the
foundation stone of "Woollahra'! was laid by the Governor-

Genearal of New South Waiesai

Insofar as the assisted immdigrants of the mid and late
18508 were destined to work on pastoral properiies, they
would discover however that the landed gentry and resident
sguatiters of New South Wales had clder and more immediate
ways than sheer wealith to convey statlon and rank. In
terms of their own peer group, it mast be remembaered that
many of the sguatvers, and perhaps many of the gentry, were
not wealihy, and might for the purpose be voughly egqualed
with the sguires or lesser gentry of England, At the close
and intimate range of the dimner table, the absence of
cream from the tea was adequate to remind the superintendent
who and where he was. There was no mistaking the womenflolk
of the homestead when they went oui of doors, because they
rode side~saddle. And the servant in his quariters, he hwe
superintendent oy shepherd, knew his place in the hierarchy
by the nmumber of paces between his guartesrs and the
homesitead. Overt wealth or the public assertion of rank

wera Ain fact not at all necessarvy to the hierarchic style.

But left at that, these were intrinsically sterile
axercises. The substance of the master and servant
relationship was underneath, and it was in the nature of
an dmperative, Master and servani needed each othar.
Without this, it is doubiful whether the hieravchic sociefy
hevond the town would have survived fto Flourish afresh as
it did in the late decades of the nineteenth century. 11
is probable, too, that the imperative had alwavs been there,
in greater or lesser degree, and the relevance of the late
18508 and esariy 18060s was that this bonding became more
indispensible inversely as formal and informal distinctions

of marn, master and servant were discarded.

Wherever the inward and csubtward general correspondence

of a sguatiing station is extant, 1t is olear that the

1 . . - b
a two-column account of the Cceoremony, see Lmpire,

For c
15 Deacember 1856, p.4, col.6, and p.5, col.d.
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resident squatter was the gyand dispenser in human need,
In his isolated and private territory he was by definition
the wealithiest, probably the most educated, cartainiy The
most influential, the man whose family, business and
friendship systems spamnnmed land, fown and seas, the vital
middle man in short who in ithe sgquatied lands made most of

societyt's transactions possible,

For dlliterate, foreign-language or isclated
employees, he filed birth and death details to the Hegistrar-
1 4 s ;
Geperal: he ensured that a coat and a dog found their way
) . 2 . . o s
Back to a man who had left his employ; he directed his
merchants in Sydney to draw in his name on a Scobtish bank
so that a8 shepherd could remit funds to his parents in
o
Scotland;” not infreguently he filled the funcition of a
postal official:
You had in yvour emplovment at one tisme 5
German named John Sesipp. Will you be kind
enough to inform me whether he dis still in vour
service Jouuld vou tell me his present address.
We have @ German upon this station, Adam Nickel,
who has a letter from Seippls Mother ip Gerﬁaﬁ%w
Which he is anxious to forward to him.

e squatter led and collected the hoespital subscriptiocn

AT

lists from his @mpleyee%, he traced, or endeavoured o
trace next of kin of deceased emplovess for both
Tmanitarian and estate purposss:;  he lent his suthority
toe the safe transii of his shepherds® valuables: ‘Bymesis
watoch sent to Toowomba to day by postman, to be cleaned

overall. silver. plain Tace & figures. L'Epine A Paris.'

1G§, Second Annual Report of Registrar-General, Queensland,
1862, V_a& P (Qld}, 1862, Vol.1l, pp.4a7-48.

ZJohn Perfrement to EeS%r% Archer, 15 August 1861 (ML -
A 3&833 Archer Papersg Vol IV, General Corrvespondence,
186 1-July 1862, pp.hhg. ;@,).

Sftecord sighted at Tarong homestead, but not photographed
for ANUA-P.E0, Taraong amnd Barambsh Papers,

hwilliam Warren to Messrs Avcher & Co., 30 Janusry 1862
(Archer Papers, op.cit., p.605).

S58ee,for instance, for the Riverina, Pastoral Times, 2 June
18539, p.b, cols. 3=k and for the nopthern Darling Downs,
Darling Downs Uazette, 1 January 18673,

bﬁﬁ\hei ﬁmnnmng to Etta Henning, 20 December 1863, David
Adams {®d.}, The Letters of Rachel Henning {Svdney, 1063 ,p. 1

’T%rong}&curn&ig entry dated 3 February 18673 {(ANUA-P.86,
on.Ccit.}a
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and he was the obvious t'safe hand' by which their money could
travel across the countrysides; T'Hecelved from Tam Tiong, per

hands of . Clapperton, the sum of %hree'gsunds§gi

the resident squatter of the later 1850s and early LEB60s was
inheriting this necessary and Tunctienzl role that the landed
gentry of New Scuth Wales had inherited at an eariier time
from theiyr Briltish world, It was a vole that extended of
course beyond one's servants. If the records of the Axrcher
Brothers at Gracemere and of George Clapperiton at Tarong are
a colonial criterion, squatters were seldom done, upon reguest
from afar, rounding up, running in, and holding for collection
or yealising by sale, horses left behind lame or sick by
drovers and other itinerants. Quite apart from the many
reguests upon his purse, the gamut of needs to which he was
central was probably endless, He sold a breeder cow to the
Native Police sergeant who wrote:

Sir, iwrite to yvou to know 1if the Cow that is

Hunning with martins Cattle about this Camp Belongs

to your firm as iheer She is Brandid CA Loins HH/O

Rump Lff veu will 8Sell hir to me as she stops about

heer sc well....
He lent the weight of his name and experience as reguested to
the young man who wrote:

My friends at home are very anxiocus for me fo go

& setf{le at Port Natal, and I very much fear that

they will decline giving me any assistance to make

& beginning here unless I can convince them of the

superierity of this colony....Might I ask you o

write a few lines on the subject, that is, on the

prospect before a young man who can get a start

in sheepfarming here.... I trust vou will excuse

my putting vou to this trouble, for I am well aware

that a few lines from you will have more effect at
home than as many pages from me.

1

Receipt filed in ANUA - p.8C, ibid.
2

James Boles to Mr Gaden, 14 July 1839 (ML ~ 4.3882,
Archer Papers, Vol.IV, General Correspondence, p.169).
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Wiiliam Archer of 'Gracemere' noted on the margin, 'Wrote
to his father recommending to give him a start after
consulting with Genﬁar'.1 The Catholic ftownspsoples of
Gayndah in the Burnett appealesd to what wa=zs presumably
the only Cathelic sguaiter in the electorate:
I think the next opportunity that is offered
you cught to coms forward and represent our
interests, vou would be =zate fto be returned,
I sse that 0'Sullivan is thrown out for Ipswich.
We will not have a single Catholic Member in the
House., This is realy {sic] too bad out of a 5
population where nearly one half are Gatholics.”

in this general sense, thesrefore, this role oi the

middlie man in socieitv's ftranmsactions was probably unlimited.
But moving back again towards the centre of his intluence,
he ultimately bhad more to offer than the fulfilment of
immediate needs. Por in the leng run, if it were sought,
he offered a form of securiiy and stability. As one stood
closer te him, one could ind there elements of frisndship
or neighbouriiness, as did the smancipist stepfather and
emancipist mother of the brothers Tyson whose farmlel at
Appin adjieined the '"Park Hall' Estate of Sir Thomas
Livingstone Mitchell, the Burvevor-feneral of New Soutih
Wales. While thev shared generally in the ‘*benevolent
surveillancet of Park Hall, it was evident in 1842 that as
immediate neighbours they were alse the reciplents of
material =aid:

Sir,

T am happy to dnform vou that wee Received vour

Lletters with the information Concermdng the Deeds

arnd likewdise your kindzness in profering vour

goodness to draw them and to pay the money which

wee will Return at the first Opportunity and be
greatly Obleiged to wvou.

We remain
Yours Lty .
The.and Tsabella Clements’

%Qhar1@$ Mitchell %o William Archer, 27 August 1861 {%L -
A.3883, ibid., pp.Aas7-69),

- .
“PFrancis G. Conmolly to George Clapperton, 8 June 1867
{ANUA-P,B6, op.ci®.].

’}TMN{.Zs Denholm, James Tyson 187191898 {un@ublaﬁﬁﬁa Thesis,
University of {ueensiand, 1969}, pp.11-12, the guotation from
p.12.
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At closer quariters agaln to the middle man in socisty's
transactions, as servant to him, he ultimately offered {in
friendship, respect, or indifference as the case may b@)
securdity in an otherwiss uncertain world., It was
appropriate that when Mrs Clements' son, James Tyson,
bhecame the biggest sguattlter and the richest man in
Australia, he served this function For otheyr men and women.
His housekeeper at Heyfield in Viectoria, Mrs Parsons, would
testily aftey hils death, 'I never spoke unless I was spolken

{ :
to?, but she was sgeocure,

It was probably ftrue that most squatting stations had
always attracted one or more permanent servants Tor whom
a tolerable master offered the most stable security in
gsight. For all his troubles, Hobler had such a one in
Cooley, who with his wife and children appears to have
remained on Nap Nap, When, after Hoblerts departure to
Bacchus Marsh, a Nap Nap shepherd murdered the
superintendent, it was Cocley who got out a rifle and
foillowed the murderer. One rveport said that Cooley found
him suicided. ‘Anocother report', wrote Hobleyr, 'is that

our stockman Cooley shot him’'.

Permanency, of course, might mean no more than a form
of prisocn in a disorientated world, as it probably was for
Gilbert Davidson's shepherds 'too crawling a set fto leave
for the diggings?,B arl as 1t certainly was for Muolmul and
Pundeor, the two black servants on Edward David Stewart
Ogilvie's *Yulgilbar® in the earily 1850s:

Made an attempt a2t davbreak tso sescure Mulmul
and Pundoor teo punish them for their robbery

of the store whilst I was in Sydney, ocaught,
Pundoor and flogged him but Mulmul escapede%

1 . - . ;
Quoted in ibid., p.24%5, from Bvidence in The Queen v.
Queensland Trustees Ltd {1890},

QHohler§ Journal, Vol.6, p.91, entry dated 10 January 18549
(ML, -~ C.h27),

jﬁﬁapter & above.

I
Ogilvie, Diary, Vel.2, entry dated O April 1850 (ML -

A.6993]) .



310

Permanency, Ltoo, could mean simply an incapacity to make
rational cheoices. In the literature of Australia, the man
was leglion wbhoe when holding monevy at the end of a contract
period with an emplover, falled to start up the hierarchic
ladder on his own, and drank out his chegue, perforce
returning to the same or anocther emplover to repesat the
cirele. 1In 1848 Hobler wrote, 'Robinson returned having
swallowed the £12 given him 10 days ago & incurrved debt

for drink to the same amoumt!.. In 1861 George Clapperion
of Tarong recorded in his Jjournal that *J. Murray came back

£

from Burnett Inn where he has "knooked down' his chegue!.

But by 1861 {if not earlier in the older squatting
districts) men like Robinson and Murray had increasingly
to share theilr subordinate world with men who, to some
axtent, did make rational cholces of where thev would go,
what they would do with their monev, whoe they would work
for, and where they would seek security whenever securiiy
hecame a pressing priority. There is no rsason Lo suppose
other than that this was happending throughout the lesser
orders of colondial scciely in general. But as far as it
involved sqguatting, and more particuwlarly as 11t dnvolved
the northern districts, this freer kind of man appeared ifo
come from Lwo sources, oneg from the assisted and
speoulative ilmmigration traffic of the mid and late 15350s
and early 1860s, the other concurrently from an internal
migration whlch both took advanatge of and caused a
renewed growth of sguatiing towns and villages as permanent

decentralised bases for squatting labour,

A%t Boondooma in the Burnett where the siéaff in
185152 was comprised of 22 Chiﬂese,B of whom only eight
remained in 1855, 30 German immigrants took their place din

1855~56, the internal migration reaching there in 18357,

zﬁoblerg op.cit., p.84, entry dated 23 December 1848,

QCiapperthg Journal, entry dated 20 June 18671 {ANUA-P,86,
op-oit.).

3Chapt§? & oabove.
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whereafter it merged with a couple of remaining Chinese
and whatever Gevrmans of 1855 chose to renew their original
two-~year contracis. In this fusiocn of the two waves of
migration, in turn, Germans began appearing at BDeoondooma
from other stations, and undeubtedly reverse traffic of
the kind explained the disappearance of original Germans
from the statiom. By the end of 1858 the two waves had
become one, evidencing itself in the increasing and
variegated references to hirvings and discharges te be fLound
at Baomﬁsama?Q ?ﬁrongj and Gigoomgan.k Because of the
reference to pariicular individuals over wide areas in the
space of a Tew vears, 1t is not impossible that some
members of this fused migration came to beat fairly
regular tracks, attaching themselves to a round of acceptabls

masters by a system of short-term contracts,

There was, howevey, more substantial evidence than
this that the migration brought men capsble of and willing
to make ratiomal choices, The freedom of choice may have
had 4its limitations, but it was there, and it was
exercised. The migration produced 1its share of blood-
brothsrs for Hobinson and Murray tc 'knocok down' a chegue;
and it produced men who absgconded from service as

efficiently as awmy old hand of New South Wales had ever

7 but this was also the migration that produced men

done,
who used pastoral service as a stepping stone to
independence in the saquatting towns and villages of the
northern districis. Toowomba was & c¢ase in point. Via
pastoral sevvice fo William Dumaresq of Scene and via
storekeeping on the Sofals goldfield, the internal migration

produced one of Barl Grey's ‘exciles’, William Henry Groom,

'8oondooma Wages Book, folios 1-183 {OML - OM-66-7).

;)

Thid.

Bﬁiapyeftmnq Journal, 1855 onwards generally (ANUA-P,BE,
op.cit. ).

§
“Gigoomgan Journal, 1854 onwards generally { OML-0MOB8-13) .

See, for dinstance, Boondooma Wages Book, op.cit., follos
15 of 1855 ang 111 and 118 of 1857.
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as Toowoemba's {irst mavor. The assisted and spsculative
immigrant traffic of the mid and late 1850s preduced, via
the Darliing Downs sguattages, those Germans who contributed
to the entreprenurial vigour of Toswomba,% and there is 1o
a priori veason toe suppose that the British immigrants in
this traffic did neot do likewise., Indeed, although on a
rich smaller scale {because the town was much smaller),
this was probably the funciion in Gavndah in the Burneti

of those Irish Catholics who appealed to George Clapperton

to stand for parliament,

The point was thatl these were years of meaningful
choices, in a pasteral context probably unparalleled for
mernn of 1little substance since the davs of Macquarie. In
this confexd, where immigrants and internal migrants were
increasingly marvied men, increasingly with families, there
was rational added stimulus fo exercise available choices:
and after 1865 one of the funciions of closer settlement
wounrld be to increase the range of choices. In the late
18508 and early 18003, it was this availability of options
and the vealistic approach to them by servants that
erthanced the progpect (nevar entirely absent in preceding
years} of a raticnal meeting betweoen master and servant
insgide an hierarchic relationship. Here, while making
little or no demand on each other's selves, each could

freely meet the needs of the other,

John Everett caught the essential tranguillity of the
encounter when he wrote in 1853 concerning his shepherd
Coomhs:

We intend bullding another hut at Coombs!
station for Lanslev, the wives are sisters, &
we think they will be pleasant company for @ach
other. If they falls oul, as Coombs remarked,
they must fall in again.

ED@nhoimﬁ The Coming of the Germans to the Darliung Downs,
ap.cit., Chapters 8B, 10 and 11.

P ) ] " e i
John Everett o Charles Everett, 16 August 1853 (UNEA -
Ollera Letters!},
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In the early 1860s, when there was prosperity and a
reasonable adeguacy of labour for masters, amnd when these

in turn proffered servants a wvariable range of choices, an
Irishman and a German hinted at the range of needs that
could be satisfied dinside this hierarchic relationship. In
18673, Michael Burns wrote from Brisbane to George Clapperton

at Tarong:

In reply to vour Kiend and Welcoeme leter which I
recieved on the 19. inst So I am highliey in
Detped Depteds to yvou for vour Kiend infamation
to Mee regarding the Coneleys 1 have no other
friend here but you I Could get several Employers
but wold take none of thim untiili I gof an Answer
from yvou on Arcount of what the Prist told mee
before I left home wich I see his words Come in
true that there was no Priests but [few?] I wrote
to Him from what he told mee fto dvo & sent Him
all particlars and Also anewspaper and told Him

X was to Go to vou wich he Disierd Mee £0 doo,

in 1862, Conrad Althaus, a former emplovee of the Archer
brothers of t'fracemere', wrote to one of them from the

goldfield at Guif Creek near Moruva, 1,000 miles away:

Sir, 4 recived vour letter, dated May the 17. and
i am thankful for the honour, vyouv have done me,
bout 4 am sorre, that 4 cannot obligh vou, fo
file ithe situation, we have had bhefore, as ihings
are now, Mr. Archer i must tell wyvou the Truth, =
am allene now, the Mzs. has lefi me. Liff 1 can be
any servis to you, i am your humble servant, and
will come ag scon, as you send me nobis, 1 will
send Mr, Kelly myn addres although 1 wroih many

a time and newer have gott a anser, 1f 1 had i
would have been at Gracemere long agaﬁz

Two months later, he wrote again:

T recived vour letter dated 18t July, and i accept
vour Kind offer as waiter and buitler. 1 leave
this Place fthis Week and i hope to be soon at
Gracemere Dlease God,

"Michael Burns to George Clapperton, 22 June 1853 {ANUA-~
P.AB6, op.oit.).

“Coprad Althaus to [ 2 ] Archer, 28 May 1862 (ML - A,3887,
Archer Papers, Vol.IV, General Correspondence, p.043).
5Conrad Althaus te Simon Jorgensen, 173 July 1862, ibdid.,

p.071.
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Here im its most trangquil form, with boith Burns and
Althaus, was the substance of the master and servant
relationship as the sclvent point of complementary needs.
¥hile every squattage, like every other urnit of huaman
activity in the colony, undoubtedly had its quobta ol
servants fastened fto their masters by unwillingness {0
face a disovientated world, by inertia, by incapacity to
centraol the selif, and by illiteracy and other impediments
that closed the cheices nominally before them, what secemed
to happen in the late 18%50s and early 1860s was that at the
centyre of the unit there foregathered a core of servants to
whom hierarchic forms and distinctions were comfortable
harness because secondary or peripheral to ftheir own

rational purposos.

What residential squatting appeared to be Ffounding in
these vears, in fTact, was a new and vigorous version of
the bierarchic sccilety. It omitied the graduated possession
of land as a determinant, and therefore amitied relation-
ships such as had pertained besiween Sir Thomas Livingstone
Mitechell 2nd his neilghbours, {the Clements. 1I% might
entertain tenant farming upon a pilece of fresholid land,
but this was not a structurally necessary part of the new
society. It was constructed essentially on the master and
servant mexus, and fo be vigorous and tranguil, 1t needed
the achive co~operation of a critical number of mastiers
and servanis. And it could be said to have received this
oco-operation because to this critical number 1t wis a
solvent for thelr nekds, a source of security, and while
ever choices remained, a medium Tor following one’s own
and fundamental purposes. And in this last respect, it was
a good a setting as any Tor those men who have always
peinted their lives, whether as shepherd or butisr or

overiander, fto a professional pride in their work.

This emergent society was no golden asge. It was siill
possible for masters to think their servants! wages too
high, and seyvants to find them too low., {One needed tact
and decision, wrote Rachel Henning from 'Exmoor’ in Norith

Queensiand in 1864, 'in dealing with the very free and
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independent gentry whom we have to employ as shepherds,
stockmen, bushmen, etc.’,g But this was the meeting of
the markst place, the working.out of materisl details.
What was underneath in the late 1830s and carly 18608 was
a widespread servenity among sguatters, to which Rachel
Henming testified explicitly and implicitly in many of hery
letters, and a range of choices open to servants, many of

whom were seen toe oxercise the power of choice.

Only a society enjoving the critical support of

masters and servants could have brushed away, as lightly
as it did, the occasional attempt to disturb scclelv's ways,
George Hoblerts 'Imsolent ruffians' and !saucy vagabonds?
were nowheres in sight when Hugh Hobison of "Caliingals
wrote to Simon Jorgensen at 'Gracemere! in 1862:

My dear Simon,

I have opened the shed at 3/6 per
seore but have promised that if vou give 3/9
so wmust I -~ 0OF this however I hope there will

he no ocecasion as I am sending men away -- Let
me know your agreement when made.

Yours Kindly,
Hugh Hobison

This did not take away the sense, in the late 1850s and
early 1860s, of masters and servants rationally pursuing
dindividual purpoeses and assuaging their needs in each other,
Conrad Althaus hastening back to Gracemere from Guli Cresk
had a counterpart in Roberi Walker, a onetime shepherd to
William Eradiey on the Menaro, later like Althaus a gold-
digger, and more latiterly turnkev at the Goulburn Gasl,
a man who had puarsued his cholces and come to some stale

of serenity., In 1864 he wrote to his brother in England:

"Rachel Henming to Etta Henning, 11 October 1864, Letiers
of Rachel Henning, op.cit., pp. 180=-81.

2R6bi$%ﬁ,t$ Jorgensen, 29 August 1862 {M& - A.3884,
Archer Papers, op.ocit.}.
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You ftalk aboul ceoming out here, bul I would
advise vou net to do so, without vou can at a
smart stroke in the shape of Bushranging for
sticking up is =211 the go now, so if you come

out yvou must bring six of Colt’'s revelvers,
wearing them in yvour belt three on each side,

and be able to ride a buckjumper down a preciplioce
or go to New Zesland to fight the Maories.

When he wrote this, the era of irrespensible man as
servant was over in New South Wales., Men met men in the
market place: and on pastoral propertié% and to some extent
in the greater town houses, masters gilded the fact with
the hierarchic style, In the early 1860s, their strensgth
to some perceptible degree was that in addition to the
imprisoned and the indifferent, there were among their'
servants enough who rationally and therefore comfortably

wore the stylie.

jﬁﬁbert Walker to John Walker, 18 February 1864 (ML -
B.1515, Letters from Robert Walker]).



CHAPTER 11

SQUATTER AND BLACK, 18356-1864

The northern frontier of the mid 18%0s might usefully
he described as a 20,000 sguare mile triangle with sides of
roughiy 200 miles sach. The coasti frém Marvborough north
te the mouth of the Fitgroy River made the right hand side
of the triangle, the Fitzroy and iits tributary the Dawson
making the left hand side. The base of the +{trlangle was &
line running due west from Maryvborough to the "Hornet Bank’
homestead on the upper Dawson. 70 miles west of Maryvborough
on the base line was the town of Gayndab; 40 miles south of
the Fitzroy River mouth was Port Curtis (later Gladstomne};
and 90 miles west of Port Curtis was the 'Rannes' homestead
aimoest on the Dawson., In the tip of the triangle, behind
the Fitzroy estuary, was the Archer brothers' !Gracemere!

station.

The Hornet Bank, Rannes and Gracemere homesteads, all
established in 1853 on the Dawson and Fitzroy side of the
triangle, therefore marked the nominal forward edge of the
Frontier. At the time of Fredevick Walker's dismissal
from the commandancy of the Native Police, at the snd of
1854, there were police detachments near Hornet Bank {at
*Taroom') and Rannes, but not at Grécamere, Other
detachments were on the coast at Maryborpugh and on the base
line near Gayndah (at Traylan). At the 1856 Census, the
frontier triamngle contained the three towns with a total
population of 729, and perhaps 100 squattages carrying
ahout 700 people. In the npnorthern tip of the triangle,
neay Gracemere, the discovery of the Canoona gold field in
1858 established a fourth town, Rockhampton: while “in the
same year a [ifth town, Tarcom, grew up near Hornet Bank

on the upper Dawson.

This location and growih of ftowns in the norihern
triangle was important, for accilidents of place and
enviryonment ensured that townsmen were put in the same
close contact with the blacks as were the sguatiers., In the

mid 18%0s there was a tension vising in the northern
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triangle experienced by squatter and townsman alike. This
tension ghould not be exaggerated., 1t was at no time evenly
distributed over the frontier nor was 1it, in any one pisce,
steady in its growth., On the other hand, 1%t should not be
underestimated. The best evidence of its being there was
the scale and nature of the emotional explosions that
discharged it between late 1R57 and the end of 1860. The
principal explosions occocurred appesitely at the three
corners of the northern itriangle, at Hornet Bank in 1857,
at Maryborough in 1858 and at Rockhampton in 1860, It is
difficult to resist the conclusion that dn their fotality
they setitled the relationship between white and black for

the rest of the nineteenth cenbtury.

Tension hetween white and black had, of course, always
been an element in thes inimical nature of the frontier,
operative, for dinstance, in the destruction of Gearge
Hobler's dreams on the lower Murrumbidgee, and destructive
gariier again in the Myall Creek massacre of 1838, But
compared with other places and times in New Bouth Wales,
the blacks at mid 18508 on the northern frontier loomed
particularly large. Congregated in three Towns and perhaps
a nundred squattages, white men were very thinly spread
in the north. They lacked vigorous leadership because, as
has been seen, fthe squaitters had come to velwving primarily
on central government to preserve order and protect their
women and childran, The northern fronfier was still weak
amd exerted littie pressure on flanking tribes., Tmmediately
east of Maryborough and west of Hornet Bank {on Fraser
Island and in the Carnarvon Ranges respeciively) were fribes
whose lands were still almest if not entirely undisturbed,.
To varying degrees, the sanme applied wheresver rough country,

depse forvests and scrubs, and coastal swamp lands prevailed,.

Given the vequisite provocation {whether real or
im&ginery), this was & social and envircnmental setting made
for war, and there can be little doubt thab, given the
perception or capacity to organise in dnter~tyibal units,
the blacks could have wrecked the northern frontier at any
time of their choosing., Yet they shared with the sguatter

a curicus affinity, of being unable to create or sustain
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organisation bevond the primary unii. They were mentally
sircumscribed by the disolation and localities of their
birth: he was circumscribed by his wife and children, his
sheep and cattle, the restraining precepts o0f the Western
tradition, the anarchic introversion of pastorallsm, and

the reluctance of his servants to fight for the frontier.

The basis of the especial ftension in ths north was
perhaps here, in the aboriginal perception of the sguatter's
ambivalence. On one hand, he was the provocative intruder:
on the other hand, he was an overburdened warrior. What
the abordiginal failed to see was ihat the amblvalent white
man had come to depend on central government for protection
and lived in tension betweesn black provocation and the
knowledge that central government was, in mid 1850s,

bankrupt of ideas.

The onset and precise nature of the provecation to the
blacks at Hornet Bank will probably never be known.
Founded by Andrew Scott din 1853 and not vet registered in
1854, Hornet Bank was leased in about 1853 to William Fraser
who brought there his mother, brothers and sisters. The
kindness of the Frasers to the blacks is legendary, but
net at all incompaitible with concuryrent provoecation. A
contemporary explanation was that the Frasers offended the
local tribes by allowing their black employees t¢ take
lubras contrary to fthe mode of tribal laws. Legend alsc
has it that the Hornet Bank homestead iiself was built om
a bora ring, a site sacred to a tribe. Neither of these
explanations seems Lo account for the scale of tribal
reaction, and the truth is further obscured by the
contemporary clash of two popular interpretations for

aboriginal aggression.

Both interpretations had to cope with the fact that
generally, although not alwavs, blacks plundered their
victim, his house, his possessions or his livestock. An
interpretation that sought to identify the particular
provocation for an attack therefore had to explain the

plundering as an event incidental to the wrealking of Jjustice.
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The other popular interpretation was that the plunder wag
the ohject of the attack, and the casualties incidental
thereto, Here dn fact in simplified form were the two bhroad
views that had always contended in New South Wales
respecting the blacks, the one that he was rational man,

the other that he was of 'scarce human iineaments'. But
what ig clear is that at Hornet Bank, for an unknown period,
there was provocation, and enduring provocation stemming
Trom some one or some thing immediately in or arcund the
Hornet Bank homestead. Bevond this crucial point was
another, that these were the same vears that central
government failed to replace Frederick Walker either as man

or as idea.

If the provocation at Hornet Bank did permit of a
simplile explanation (aﬁé that is by no means Gertain), it
was otherwlise at Maryborough, 200 miles eastward on the coast.
The ftown was in fact the twin towns of East and West
Marvbhorough with a space of over one mile between them.
Before the itwo grew ftogether, the local bhlacks liked to camp
in ithe intervening space, and here from time fto time they
were Joined by the *Saltwaters!, the swamp and Fraser Tsland
blacks. In April 1855 there were 600 to 700 tribesmen in
the camp, and, wrote Commissioner Arthur Edward Halloran,
'Y have occasicnally seen them in larger nnmbers*.1 Here
was ground for endless provocation, misunderstandings,
susplcions and fears. In early 1854 Halleran had written
that if the blacks ‘knew thelr own strength, this place
would very socon be abaﬁdoned‘,g *The greatest caution’, he
said at the end of 18583,7...1is exercised by the whifte
population towards the Blacks & they appear to have a great

3

dread of their trsachery'.,

fo.0.L. Wide Bay and Burnett to C.C.C.L., 11 April 1855
(@SA - CCL3/G2, C.C.L. Letter Book, p.43).

gibid,§ 7 February 1854 (QSA - CCL3/G1, C.C.L. Letter Book,
P59

BIbidu, uridated, December 18575, p.31.
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The concomitant of this black presence in numbsrs
unabie completely to live off a restricted area of land was
house reobkbery, plundering of gardens, petty thelt and the
like, together with a certain but varying truculence or, at
any vate, dnscrutable prodding of white behaviour. In
December 18533, when the black encampment had grown to a then
unprecedented 400, Hallovan was -

stopped on the road about a mile from my own
gquarters by a party of upwards of 50 armed
Blacks, who came over from a Camp about 7300
yvards from the road, at the edge of a sorub.
I was unarmed, but fortunately my Holsters
were on my saddle, T told them the native
police were close up, at the same Time
pretending to draw a Plstol from my Holster

I rede in among them, when they dispersed and
ran into the Scrub. !

There were in feot no native police staticoned in Wide
Bay at the time, and it is possible that Wide Hav, and in
the next yvear Port Curtis and lLedochhardt owed much to the
Commissioners, Halleoran, Bligh's grandson O0'Connell, and
Wiseman. 1In Japuary 1854 at Mafybormughg Halloran arvested
a Fraser Island black on a vear old warrant for the murdey
of a Chinaman. The disland blacks began to muster 'in
large numbers round the Township', with the alleged
intention of frescuing the prisoner and destreving the
Town’. Halloeran sent his ovderlies and the town consitables

to disperse them and order them to retire to Fraser Island.

The blacks were nol so easily intimidated, and a few
days later, a defachment of Native Police having arrived fo
come under Halloranis commangd, Halloran led them perscnally,
dispersed the Fraser Island tribe and destroyed 1iis campﬁoj
Too July, the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands vivitually

acoused Halloran of magnifying the extent of the aboyiginal

Eiéide, 20 December 18373, p.i42,
)
TTIbid., 7 February 1854, pp.s5B-59.

“Ibid., 28 March 1854
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threat to Msrvborough, buf whether he had or not,
provocation and violence continued to rise throughout 1854,
and with it grew a tension replete with allegation,

suspicion and distrust,

In November, Henry Palmer, a town storekeeper, publicly
raiged the prosgpect of taking the law dinto his own hands,
and then allegedly put arsenic in a bag of flour, placing
the hag in a tempting position for theft, Omn 26 November,

a party of blacks made an abortive raid on a surveyor's

camp where three white men narrowly escaped death. Halleoran
was 'given to understand’ that this raid was a reprisal Tor
the death of two biacks who had eaten poisoned flour

3

stolen from Palmeris store. These allegations ars oped
te question, Halloran seemed to credit them with some
substaﬁ$a§& but his own reaport of the matter iltselfl
reflected the internecine feuds and jJealousies of
Marvborough that render suspect any statement made by any
writer upon any subject involving another townsman at that
time . In this respect, Marvborough of the mid 1850s was
strongly reminiscent of the Cumberland Plain of the 1820s
when Lawsocon was following Macarthur rclose by his heels'.
Whether the allegaitions wers true or not 1s, however, of
miner conseguencs, The crucial relevance is that they were
fairly widely held to he tvue, and thus offer a gauge Lo
thecollesciive state of mind of the town and to the tension

growing there vis-a-vis the blacks.

A more crucial point was that the blacks believed the
allegations and Halloran felt compelled to fgo amongst them
as muoh as possible! as a conciliator and make them
understand that he was there *'as much for their protection,
5

as for that of the white inhabitants:'. Whether Halloran

TPor Halloran's vreply, see €.C.L,, Wide Bay and Burnett, to
C.C.C.L., 26 July 1854, ibid., pp.140-41.

“SMH, 10 November 1834, p.2, cols.5-6,

3G;Q¢&§§ Wide Bay and Burnett, to C.C.C.L., 8 December 1854
(@SA - CCL/G4, ©.C.L. Letter Baook, pp.212-14).
b1oid,

5¢.,6.0L., Wide Bay and Buarnett, to C.C.C.L., 1 January 1855
(Q@8A -« CCoL3/62, ¢.C.L. Letter Book, pp.l1-2}.
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mollified the blacks, or how the whites had acceplbed the
withdrawal of the Native FPeolice to Traylan at Gayndah six
months before, camot be established. It may have besn
relevant that in the ensuing vear of 1855, smong - mounting
crime toll, the blacks plundered the Commlssioner's premiges
four times in four months, attacked the surveyor's party
several timQS;g and -- indicative of coincidence or the
pursnit of a longwstanding provocation -- firstly stripped
and robbed a 14 yvear-old boy in the space between the twin
tOWﬁsﬁg and secondly, two months later, murdered his
faﬁher93 a sawyer., With his death, building operations in
Marvborough came almost fto a halt, for other sawvers
refused to go out intoc the scruhs for timber and on 15
Decaember 1855 'about 30 persons sawvers & others left foy

}
Sydney by the Steamer..,.f4

The state of the frontiey was not one of government's
concerns in 18355, Unbidden and umnnoticed, Sergeant-Major
Dolarn at Tarceom near Hornet Bank, and Maurice Charles
O0tCormell in full uniform at Ramnnes, had done what they
gould to stabilise the Native Pollce troopers and the
frontier. Walker was dismissed on 19 Jaﬁuary;5 and his
sernior subaltern, the ex-sguatter Robert Purvis Marshall,
appointed Acting~Commandant. In sonnection with the
deficiency of his funds, a warrant was issued and {hen
withdrawn for Walker’'s arrest, and he may have been briefly
under arrest. Then he dropped from public sight foxr over

two vears.

1
"Ibid., 31 August 1835, unpaginated, Letter No. 55/109.

2 . . ) . , o 2
Ibid., 3 October 1855, unpaginated, Letter No. 553/120.

jihidﬁg 28 December 1853, unpaginated, Letter No. 55/132.
See also Firmin MoKinnon, ‘Early Ploneers of the Wide Bay
and Burnett?, in Journal of the Histordical Society of
Queensland, Vol.?3, pp.96-97.

&
CLCLLL., dibid,

“Col.Bec. to F, Walker, Esg,., 19 Jamuery 1855, ¥V & P,
1885, Vol. 1, pp.B74-5,
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The intevregnum in pelicy to the blacks had begun,
and speculation 1s dnvolved din explaining this hiatus. Some
things bhad not changed., Thes concepts of humanity and
legality towards the blacks remained Colonial Office p@iimy.]
John Hubert Plunkett, fthe dmplementing architect of that
policy =« asz he was, Tor instance, of the Myall Creek
prosecutions in 1838 -~ remained Attorney-General of New
South Wales. Walkeris most gxperienced subordinates had
chavge of the Native Police. It is possible therefore that
Plunkett did not see any fundamenial change having taken
place. He shared, too, the generazal feeling of 1255 that
government and the Legislative Council were caretakers for
the future under responsible government. He spent much of
the yvear pressing two matters that he thought could noi
afferd to walt for {fthat new kind of government -- the
Marriage Bill and the Registraticen of Births, Deaths and
Marrisages Bill. Even fTor Plunketi, the rest could wait,
and his language in the last full dress debate of the old
House w- *in the last hours of the Council', 'now in its

2
last agonies!” —— was almost that of a funeral oration.

If 21l of this was a faly summary of Plunkett's
inactivity regarding native policy, other men increasingly
undermined it ithroughout 1855, With the imminsnce of Tully
elesctive government, the strugglie for autherity and the
exercise of power made 1855 what amounted to an elsction
aumpaign. The wrban and liberal men who wanted power =~
Cowper, Flood, Parkes -- were intent on demonstrating the
principles that would gulde them in office, and this was
best demonstrated by criticism of the old governmsnt., Stuart

3

Alexawder Dounaldscon,” a potential leader of a conservative

25@&, for instance, C.C.0.L. to Col.S8ec., 1 September 1855,
with enclosures (NSA - §/719.2, Col.Sec. Speocial Bundle},
The ocvasion was the Secretary of State's concern at ‘a
practice of firing at Aboriginal Natives for the purpose of
preventing their escape’,

ZLQ Debates, 17 December 1855, SMH, 18 December 1855, p.h,
aol.’}.

B " - , . -
“Entry Tor Stusrt Alexander Donaldson projected for AL.B,,

Vol, 4.
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grouping and one who might be reasconably expected fo
inherdit the ethos of the old government, manoeuvared
differently, remaining non-commital when he could, placing
gualificatvions on his criticism of the old government,
attacking upon cccasion on terms of his own choosing, and
in the suwn of 1%, without denving his conservaitism,
presenting himsell a8 a3 credible leader unburdened by any

sins of the oid government.

It was no accident that Commissioner Wiseman, loocking
on frow the Heornet Bank country of the upper Dawson saw on
ong side of mankind's problems 'the bhraying apes' of bBydney
and on the other, Donaldson, the 'traitor to his caste’.
¥hat Wiseman did neot see, or did not say,. was that 10 the
stakes dinn the Leichhardt district wers life and death, in
Sydney the stake and the priority was the exsrcise of power.
This preocccupation at the centre conditioned the way in
whioch government, and Cowper, and Donaldson perceived the
problems of the Native Police and the frontier. The focus

was Frederick Walker.

He may have been dismigsed, but for men busy rehearsing
careers in eleciive politics, he could not be allowed o
escape so lightly. To Morris! 'coterie of setilers in the
Burnett Districtr, Walker was, into the bargain, a living
offence. No other term seems adeguate to describe his
pursuit by the frenetic young superintendent William Henry
Walsh and by the dntellectually fTormidable William Forster.
Forster was now wealthy and was turning to meirvopolitan life
and planning a2 career in pelitics, and hindsight of his

careey suggests that Walsh also nourished simiiar ambitions,

One shadowy person whoe haunted the feud with Walker
was ‘ihe notorious Neddy'!, the allsged aboriginal murderer

Forster's uncle, Gregory Blaxland, in 1851, If there

o)
B

& a common denominator binding Morris! tcoterdie!, apari

el
Y

"rom its high-pitched dntroversion, it was pessibly

membership of the punitive expedition mounted to revenge
Blaxiand’s death. This raid, led by Maurice Charles O'Conned
in his capacivy then as Commissioner of Crown Lands {or the

Burnett, had one of two ends. O Connell said long
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afterwards that it found no blacks, but hurnt and destroyed
their aampseg 24 vears afterwards it was said that there
waa @ -batitle, in which Walslys life was saved only by a
hesvy pocskel-watch that deflected the force of a blewaﬁ
Whether 'a great number' was siain as then claimed is another
mattar, "The notoriocus Neddy'! escaped to mock this Kind

of justice, and it is not at all unlikely that Frederick
¥alker was to faunt one or movre of the ’ooterie! with this
fact in the couwrse of promoting the style of Justice he
represented. If all of this was so, it explained the
continuocus faunting in turn of Walker between 18352 and 1834
that he could not catch "the netoriocus Neddy' by legal

=

warranﬁ§}

In one sense, reiative visions of justice wasre at
gtake. In & more precise sense, superimposed wWas perilaps.
the bluster of men whose credibility as future polirical
figures was at stake, and for whom therefore 1t was not
gnoungh to have Walker dismissed, but necessary, perhaps
vital, to have his competing credibility destroyed, The
traditional naturs of government made this destructive

projent difficult,. Government was hardly likely to admit

1 . .
Vo& P o{Qld), 1861, p.hgz.

5, guoted in Don Dignan,
964}, p.1h: for accounts of

The Story of Kolan {Brishane,
the raid, see Dignan, pp.11-14,

2 , )
Bundaberg Star, 14 January 187
1

33@@, for dnstance, William Henry Walsh to Livutenant Murray,
Native Police, 3 December 1852 {QSA -~ 48/111, Correspondence
with Officers of Native Police)., This letter perhaps best
captures the guintessential Walsh and the feud with Walker.
The full text is:
¥ have to inform vou that one of wy shepherds has bDeen
this afternoon attacked by blacks & a number of sheep
taken from his charge, 1 should noel have troubled vou
with this communication, were T not almoest certain
that the MNotorious Sesundrel Neddy, Tor whom a warrant
has heen s¢ long in existence for murdering Mr.Blaxland,
was the leader of the robbers -« and 1 tzke the
spportunity for repesating that it is only when the
FPoelice are, or just have heen, ipn the dimmediale
Neighbourheod that T am Ever Molested by the blacks.
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that it had tolerated Walker's dmpsrfecilions {gros& as thevy
may be} for the sake of poliocy priorities: and traditien
instructed government to ignore exira-parliiamentary
attempts 1o infliuence government. A project To destroy
Walker's credibility was in fact only veally possible
granted the approsch of fully elective government based on

a wide suffrage.

Not surprisingly, the government inguiry that
recommended Walker's dismissal was held in camera. Walsh
4
not surprisingly expected that this would be so.  But to
go Torward, this intrinsically unpercepiive man was obliged
to reject the very ftraditicon he believed he held to. His
werds published appositely after the ingulry, he wrote:
In after times, Sir, will it be coredited, that
for nearly four vears a comnunity of respectabls
people...unceasingly complained to their rulers
but without effect; that the only way by which a
great delinguent, when a public officer, can be
brought to the bar of justice, is through ths
utter dnabilivy of Government to "save him from
hia friende:;'....
Thus far this was as good a description as any of what the
tradition of hierarchic power was about, but only in
wrapping it up as something to be rejected as incredible
could Walsh go on to his real targeti, or targets -- Walker,
government and {blind%y or rationally) the particular
vision of justice that asked awhward guestions ahout the

netorious Neddy. Would it be credited, wrote Walsh

that fTor such s character i&s Waix@r], a
Colonial Becretary and Attorney-Genseral could
e found who would virtuaily malign a community

£y E

of their betters to shield a fellow officerx’

William Forster was a move pabtient man, and bided his
time and opporiunity to attack Walker, In the meanitime, in

the earlier part of 1853, dinfluences which did not emerge

TS@@ the tenor of his letter to the Sydney Morping Herald
dated 4 November 1854, a lefter suppressed by the paper as
sub judice, and eventually printed on 30 January 1855, 11
days after Walker's dismissal. Cepy sighted in the Freeman's
Journal, 3 Februsry 1855, p.9, col.4, and p.10, col.t.

2Tbid., p.10, col.i.
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explicitly until July and October in the House evidenitly

set government on a courss of gconomy with the Native Police.
Marshall as Acting-Commandant was asked his opinion of a
substantisl reduction in the strength of the Force, Marshall,
at Traylian on the base line of the northern frontier, said
that any reduction would produce his instant reaign&tioﬁ.?
This threat perhaps dictated what dmmediately followsd.

Of all the senior officers of the Native PFolice, Marshall
was the only one who survived the experience with his

sanity, his self-respect, his dignity and his caveer intact.
¥ithin three vears, the other ex-sguatter subaltern Fulford
was to drink hiwmself to death, and Lieutenant Irving died

of a heart attack within minutes of being forcibly prevented
from commitlting murder or suicide. Marshall carrvied himselfl
with firm dignity, as Forster was soon to discover, and
government evidently knew him well enough fto know that

economy méant his resignation.

ﬁy early July, when with the new Bession Cowper and
Flood teok up their attack on Walkert's deficiency in his
funds, the Inspector-General of PFolice, William Colburn
Mayne announced 'a deduction in the number and expensses of
the corps?! and a veorganisation under his own management,
with the Fleld officers acting independently comparable
with the office of police @&perinﬁenéenﬁeg Thers was perhaps
an aittempt to dinfluence Marshall to remain, for without him
the Corps was in trouble. He did not resign until 31
August, his resignationte be operative from 31 December.
The day that he wrote out his vesignation at Travlian, was
the same day that Halloran zt Marvborough 70 miles away
reported. the succession of robheries of his premises, attacks
en the survevort!s party, and the fact that because of the
facilities open to the blacks to escape pursuit {(particulariy

in the case of the 'Saltwaters’)

i . . ) . ) - ;
Marshballts zole in these vears is taken from the evidence he

gave toe a Select Committes of Ingulry or the Native Police,

V & P, 1856-57, Vol.1, pp.ti180-0k,

Tor the whole debate precipitated by Cowpesr; col.T for the
speech by the Inspecitor-General of Police,



320

-

It ds conseguently unsaie for me to visgili many
parts of this district without at least two
orderiies,..& the freguent changes in my
orderlios renders it apparent how little they
like this pari of their duty.

In eariy October emerged at least some of the prassuros
that had presumably been at work on government sarlier in
the year. The Estimstes debate on the Native Police on
16 October made 11 abundantly clear that fthe Executive
could not have passed through the House an estimate larger
thian the reduced one it presented: as it was, it was
evidently toucsh and go whether the reduced ome would yass,g
Expliocitly and implicitly, the focus was still Frederick
Walker, 1In July, Cowper had asked feor the tabling of the
report of the commifttes that had recommended Wallker's
dismissal, together with an accounting of Walker'is
deficiency dn his fuﬁdﬁ,g These dooumenits were noit to hand
in early October, and in Cowper's absence the absentes
soguatter Bdwayd FPleood led {the urban attack, referring to
¥alkerts deficiency znd going on to say fthal he had Tyet fo
tearn that the native police were of benefit to the colony
at alli. While he was not reported as having taken up
Cowperts and his own previous themes of economy and
responsibility  of public officers, it is more than likely
that he did do so0. Farkes as one of Wiseman's ‘brayving
apes' criticised the govermnment Tor net ¢alling ‘several
gentlemen’ before the inguiry inte Walker the previous
ﬁ@@emb@x,4 the Tseveral gentlemen' presusably including

Willdam Henyy Walsh.

1 X . . s
C.C.5L., Wide Bay and Burnetit, to C,.C.C.L., 31 August 1555
{asA - coLs3/gz, C.C.L. Letter Book, unpaginated, Letier

No.55/109).

2

TLC Debates, 10 October 1855, SMH, 11 October 1855, p.5,
cols. -, Portions of this debate were skimpily reported,
and there are usetful supplementary references thereto in
the SMH ediftorial of the same day, for which see . b, col.d.

31@ Debates, 3 Julyv 14953, n.5, col.t.

!

4 . vngr "
The foregoing from SMH, 11 Qctober 1855, p.5%, col.l.
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Now, however, opposition to the native poliice emerged
from severalrdiff@rent directions, in ¢ach case bending
with the Cowper-Flood critigue to ddentify Fredevick Walker
and the Native Folice as the same thing ~- this may not
have heen loose thinking so much as an indication of bow
deeply the police were a Walker creation. Donaldson, as 'a
tratter to his caste in gua, a squatter' refused to vote
for the estimate unless the documents on Walker were tabled
amdd complained that *The force cost about half as much as
would e produced by the assessment on stock’. But
Donaldson was probably after bilgger gams than Walker and
the police, namely fTuture leadership of the House, for he
went on to complain of the gZovermnment®s 'pet sink' of
Port Curtis into which govermment threw all the moneygg
He was, in effect, stealing Cowper’s favourite declared

principie of government, the theme of economy.

For Wiseman reading this in the upper Dawson a month
Tater, there was worse to come. Thomas G@arge?ﬂusd@xﬁ of
tshannon Vale'! on New England, was reported as not geelimng
Tthe utility of the native police force'., What probably
went unreported was Rusdents belief that 1%t was neithey
fproper nor Christian' to use blacks against blacks,
Another prominsnt squatiter offered spposition from a
different direction. Augustus Morris, Walker's abiding

3

friend, ‘*moved that the item be postponed?,” advancing as

-

his reason that ‘the |[squatting| districts are guiet, and

that crimes sve rarely committed by the natives, except ithe
i
. - 4 .
spearing of a few cattle....? An even mors prominent

abzsentese squatter, George Macleay, mon of Sir Alexaunder
Macleay, could extend oniy a gualified support of the pelice,
asking whether 1t was worse to destroyv blacks by blacks or

-

Iy whites.’

Eﬁ’izf;.cia

gText below,

JSMH, 11 October 1855, p.5, col.2.

et

i
4 . ;
Ibid., p.4, col.h,

[~g
2Thid.
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What seemed to emerge from this sparssly Teported
debate was that New South Wales as it was reflected in
the Council had grown tired of the purpoese and nesed of a
native pelice, and perhaps underncath this it found the
frontier remote and an irritation amid the more urgent
concerns of the day. Once upon a time, to Morris, to
Rusden and, if net to Fleood, to Macleay, the frontier had
had the immediacy and the urgency that Wiseman found d4n it
when he paused in early November to read their words. From
‘Bungaban! homestead, 45 miles east of Hornet Bank, he wrote
to Archer ait Gracemere:
I have been out 12 nights travelling through
such rough, rugged, and broken country that 1if
it were on the ocutside of Hell I scarcely think
the Devils would be bothered to travel through
it.
He castigated Donaldson and the braving apes, lamented {he

wmseness more commorn than generosity and nobility in the

1431

»

)
]

guatters whose boundaries he adjudicated, ohserved that
a '‘meb of wilild Blacks'! had stopped meonacing him when they

"saw the stripes on my trowsers', and put his finger on
the point of his letier - '"What now induces me to write

is the bhad news L have rveceived from Ramnnes about your

p

2 o
station and the Blaacks? He hoped that the Ramnes troopsrs

wonld remain

though I fear Marshall will be sure to take
them away. 1 can gel no troopers from him
the' he fold me he was about dismissing sone
30 or 40¢. I have no one with me. My blacks
have bolted and I have discharged my "flash
Gorger®" as the shearers af Cunambula called
Wm. Hay thsai usaless brute I had wilth me when
at Gracemere,.

By the end of December, Halloran was writing to the Chiafl

Commissioner of Urown Lands that

Ve s
Wigseman to
Archer Paper

a

[ 7 | Archer, 3 November 1835 (ML -~ A38873,
s, IV, General Correspondence, p.54).

Ihid., p.51. Whait this particulsr 'bad news' was, I have
not heen able teo esstsblish. The probabilities were the
k¥illing of @ shepherd, = heavy loss of sheep, or both,

jlhidxg p.52.
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there is a2 feeling generally through the
country on the part of the Blacks (as
intimated o me by Lieut. Marshall of the
Native Police} that the force is to be
entirely broken up....

Whether this was so (and to whatever extent it may
have been s0),; white men believed 1%, and in the northern
tip of the itriangle the blacks hegan to behave as though
it were so. Writing in Fehruary 1856, when he had been
Government Resident and Commissioner of Crown Lands of the
Port Curtis District for fourteen moniths, 0'Connell reporied
that for the first time since his arrival there he had to
advise of outrages by the blacks. One afterncon, probably
about the beginning of February,g they attacked fMount
Larcomba? station 14 miles north of Gladstone, killing all

five ococupanis,

Further north, on William Elliott's station on the
Fitgroy Hiver, there was a much greater sensatbtion. Elliott
with his nephew George came up from the Burnett in 1855,
campesd with their sheep on Gracemere, and eariyv in 1856
crossed the north bark of the river to found 'Cancona’.
iIn earily February, Charles Archer had reported to O0'Connelil
that {the blacks were gathering on the north bank 'openly
stating their defermination to atiack and destroy all the
whites who might attempt the location of the country in
that direction’. Now they introduced a warfarse new to tihe
whites, for at no time in the history of New South Wales
had blacks ever aitacked by might. Between 10 and 17 p.m.,
and despite the presence of 20 adult white men, they
charged the statidon, killing one man and wounding William

Ellioeth.

ECeC.L,g Wide Bay and Burneit, to C.C.C.L., 28 Decanber
1855 {(@8A - CCCL3/G2, €.C.L. Letter Book, unpaginated,
Letter No., 355/132}.

2

O'Connell failed to date the principal events he discussed:
see Government Resident, Gladstone, to Col,Sec,, 10
February 1856 {NSA - 4/719.2, Col.Sec. Special Bundle,
letter with 57/3746).
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It is not possible from the evidence fto gauge
accurately the progress of demoralisation in the north
throughout 1856, A detachment of the Native Police was
moved eastward into Maryborvough, but on 17 April Hallotan
reported that despite their presence 'vobberies and
cutrages’ were of 'almost dailly cccurrence’, and the
constabulary had had to resist an attempt by the blacks to
secure the escape of one of their mmber from custody¢:

At the end of the wvear, he reported that 'Tor the first
time, . .for six or seven vears the Hlacks on the Burnett
have been very $roublesome?!, were 'now very numerous about
Maryborought!', and attrvibuted their relative qulescence to

i I3 1 ()
the activity of the Native Police.”

Throughout the wvear, 0'Connell at Gladstone had
endeavoured te keep the peasce by 2 syastem of patrolling
by the constabulary and the Native Police. As the oo~
operation of the police reqgulred the assent of Lieutenant
Murrav at Hannes, and as this assent was not immediately
forthoeming, (*Connell grew dncreasingly critical of Murray,

------- : and CGiConnell’s irritation was one small visible sigun of
the tension rising in the norith. Another sign perhaps
was the further spreading of the Native Police. From
Rannes, leaving a small detachment there, Murray mowved
with an unknown number of ftroopers into the tip of the
noerthern triangle and stationed himself probably at or

near Gracemsrs,

Perhaps the best evidence of all for the collective
state of mind of the zmorth was that the sguatter members
of the new lLegislative Assembly with squatting interestis
in the triangle, principally William Forster and Gordon
Sandemarn, secured on 8 November a Select Committee of

Inguiry dnto the Hative Police. As it resulted, their

1

C.C.L., Wide Bayv and Burnett, to C.C.C.L., 17 April 1853
{Qsa - CCL3/G2, C.C.L. Letter Book, unpaginated, Letter
No. 56/734).,

W

“ITbid., 26 December 18506, unpaginated, Letter No. 56/120
with Report.



334

ambitions were two~fold: they wanted a vastly inocreased
force with the office of commandant restored, and they
wanted to complete the discrediting of Walkereé From a
sympathetic Ministry including Donaldson, John Hay and
Edward Deas Thomson, theyv secured the Lirst object, in a
provisicn on the Estimates of over £17,00C, more than
three times the Estimate that had barely passed the old
Council in 1855«2 in the longer rw, it transpired, they
secured their second object in the appointment as
Commandant of Edric Norfolk Vaux Morisseit, son of a onetime

3

commandant at Newcastle and Norfolk Island.

If it was nervousness for their squattages in the
Leichhardt and Wide Day that set Sandeman and Forster on
this course, they were too late. It was February 1857
bhefore the Estimates passed the Assenmbly, and July before
Morisset took up office. In the short run, it was already
too late in November 1856 when they sought their Select
Committee, In a sense, the Native Police Force had been
disintegrating for some time. Badly and erratically
supplied with stores, food and ammunition, lacking a
unifying field command and anything more than a grudging
interest by goverpnment, living in the rain where the
Devils would hardiy ride, increasingly officered by
inaxperienced vouths of 18 or 19, and increasingly spread
out in small numbers to keep order over 20,000 square miles,
hoth white offdicers and black ftroopers were near cracking

point in late 18306,

In November or sarly December, the detachment under
Murray on fthe Fitzroy mutinied, These were some of Walkerts

old itroopers from the Murray and Murrumbidges whom OfConnell

ESeiect Commititee of Ingquiry on the Native Police, V & P
{NSW) 1856~57, Vol.1, pp-1158-1216.

“Message No.35, 18 February 1857, V. & P (NSW), 1856-57,
Vol.2, pp.1079-81,

3.§BB§ Vol,2, entry for James Thomas Morisset.
Contemporaries spelt the surname in a number of wavs, and
I have followed the gpelling in ADD.
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in full military umniferm had induced fto remain fwo more
years from the end of 1854. Murray was possibly
unimagzinative and certainly authoritarian -- Marshall had
criticised him severely in 1855 for hisg till-treatment’
of his %roop&r&j - gud now Murray sent the mutineers to
Rannes *in disgface?og From Rannes on 29 December they
desevted, set oul wup the Dawson on their way te the Murray,
G040 wmiles awayaﬁ They passed through the apper Dawson in
perhaps wmid January, disaffecting the Taroom troopers,
crossed over the Great Dividing Range into the Maranoa,
and after making a nuisance of themselves for a time at
the Wandi Gumbal Native Police barracks on the Condamine,

disappesred from history.

From Gladstone, when he heard of the march in late
January, ('Ceoninell in hurt and anger e buked government for
its broken promises wade through him to Walker's oid
troopers. He was "deeply grieved and buri® that he Tshould
have been implicated in & transaction which bears all the
aspect of being 2 gross breach of public falth and honour'.
He had heard Murray had sent the troopers in disgrace from
the Fitzroy, but

I believe their chief crime was their desire to
leave their service, and it seems {o me alfer
seven years absence from their relations and
friends this desire was not unreasonable.”
This dehacle left 11 froopers in the whole of the Leichhardy
District, compared with the 24 alletted by the Estimates of
1855: 21 of the 24 then allotted to Wide Bay and Burnett

remalned on duby, as did all of the 12 of the Lower

3%arsbail to Commandant, 5 July 1854 (QSA-A48/ 111,
Correspondence with Officers of Native Police).

2, \ . . . . .
TGoveroment HResident, Gladstone, to Col.Sec., 29 January
1857 {NSA - 4/719.2, Col,Sec., Special Bundle, In Letter
57/609).

Nord

Thid.

!

%Sﬁmeieutenaﬁt Thomas Ross to the Officer in Charge at
Wandi Gumbal, 16 March 1837 {(Q35A -~ 48/115, Native Police,
Dawson Valley).

“evernment Resildent, Gladstone, op.cit.
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Condamine and Maranoa, and all of the 12 of the Claresnce

sk

and Macleay Districts between New Bngland and the sea.

On 19 Februarvry, when ithe mutineers had probably

reached Wandai Gumbal, the Estimates arising from bandemarn’s

and Forsterfs Select Committee came up to the Assembly.

The Estimates foreshadowed ralsing the strength of the

Force [rom its nominal 72 {actually 56) to 120, placing 78

alone of the 120 in the northern friangle, with 48 of this

78 to man the Le&chhardtuz The Select Committeetls report

had been the subject of a full debate on 6 and 10

Felbrruary, in which amongst a wide specitrum of opposiition

Thomas George Rusden declared it was neither proper noy

Christian to employ blacks to hunt their fellow-ocreatures

to deathgj George Macleay put words to a notion railsed by

other speakers tha? the Native Police should be contfined

to the *fronti&ffg% and Ceowper thought the propesed salary

of the Commandant too high, could see no reason for the

Force 1o have & Secvetary (a strange objecticn fyom ons

who had criticised the administralbive inefficiency ol the

...... Force), and 'moved the previous queatimﬂ',§

In the Estimates debate on 19 February, Cowpsr

tobjected to paving a general officer to command a body of
savages’, John Robertson objected to 'savages' being used
as ‘hlood-heounds? who killed men, women and cohiildren

. ; . o . G . . P
without discriminstion', and the merchant Robert Campbell

gReturﬁ showing the Distribuiion of the Native Pelice -~ 31
Decembesr 1836 {(03SA - 48/111, Correspondence with Officers
of Native Police).

]

“LA Debates, 19 Febroary 1857, SMH, 20 February 18%7, p.5,

cola. i~3, the estimate in cols. =2,

jLA Debates, © February 1857, SMH, 7 February 1857, .7,

col.T.

N

Thdd,

JLA Debates, 10 Februsry 18587, SMH, 11 February 1837, DL,
CG; ¥ ‘5’4¢

& .

1A Debates, 19 February 1857, 3MH, 20 February 1837, p.5,
col.2.
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charged the Police with perpetuating !'the grossest crueliies
onn the unoffending natives.,,a'¥ The crucial default of
this oppesition was that these critics did noet bend their
attention to comsidering the kind of man who mighi be
chosen to command the Police, nor to the kind of vision
that might desirvably dnferm that man. A4s it was, they
talked about an organisation that existed largely in their
ocwn minds, and dnsofar as the real 1ife one accorded with
it, they and Cowper in particular had helped to make it 380,
The gualities of a commandant were not debated, and so he
was chosen by pragmatic circumstances. The cilrcumstance

was liéargely located in the Dawson Vallewvy.

Feur.days after the debate, sub-Lieutenant Hoess led
his gix troopers out of 'Ghinginda'® stalicon in the upper
Dawson, to break up a gathering of blacks threatening the
tEurombah' homestead, FEurombah was immediately east of
Hornet Bank, and in some way or other, Eurombah had by
early 1857 come to share egually with Hornet Baank the
Rlacks® enduring haired. HRoss left Ghinginda on 273
February, on a disaastrous and demoralising journey mads so
by rain, high flcoods, his own dnexperience, and the morale
of his treoopers shaken by the riverine march of Walkerts
oid Murray River men. The essential fact in a complex of
events was that, sleeping wnsheltered dn the rain,
subsisting only on meat, disaffected, perhaps driven Leyond
the 1imit of what was endurable, five of Ross' six troopers

<3
mutinied and sei out *to retuwrn to their own countryt.”

This further debacle left on the frontier proper,
that is, the 200-mile line of the Dawson and fitgroy, three
white officers and four troopers. One officer and two
troopers were at Gladstone with O'Connell, and one offdicerx
and s5ix troaopers remained in the Burnett., In the south-
east corner of the northern ftriangle, two offjicers and
15 troopers guarded Wide Bay, a hwber of them heling

stationed with Halleran at Marvborough. There are Do

Tpid.

2Sub-Lieutenant Thomas Ross to Officer in Charge at Wandal
Gumbal, 16 Mavch 1857 {84 -~ 4#8/115, Native Police, Dawson
Valley}.
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records of how and when this dmbalance was adijusted, nox
the scale of recruiiing conducted to holster the Force
following the passage of the Estimates. 1t 1ig ldikely that,
conbyary te Walker®s practice, troopers wers locally
recruited, and it is ciear that Boss was given a new

detachment of troopers from an unknown source.

Morisset who had been previously a junior officer of
the Force arrived at Marvhoreough on 21 July to take up the
restorved office of Commandant, and en 51 Julyv he set out
Irom Marvborough on a tour of dinspection of the fromtier
and his shalttered Force. It was a desclate journey. In
the norithern tip of the iriangle, 0'Connell was critical
of Lieutenant Marray,., In the upper Dawson, Ross was
critical of Lieutenant Waiker} for having permitied and
atdad the Murray River mutineers to disaflfect Ross' own
deﬁacbment.2 A% Wandad Gumbal in the Maranca, Lieutenant
Francils Nicoll was critical of a sguatter and a
superintendent whose complainits had proveksd a government
inguiry into Nicoll's behaviocur. The sguatter, said Niccll,
had since acecidentally killed himself while 'in a drunken
freaw’: the supsrintendent, 'a most confivrmed drunkaxrd!?
had twe vezrs since stabbed a servant in the backaz Om the
first or second day out on his tour, at James Landsborough's
Mopduran' 58 wmiles north of Maryvborough, Morisset Ffound
hiwself under fire from Landsborough, brothey of William
Landsborough famous in 1861-02 as an explorer, and from
Henry Cox Corfield, an intimsmte friend of William Henry
Walsh. ‘The complaints of John Landsborough and of Corfield’'s

messenger were alliegedly received by Morisset with apparent

iLieutenant Robert Walker was not related to Frederick
Walker, the ex-Uommandant. The Force also contained onhe
Alexander Walker, who may have been distantly related to
Fredarick.

2&355 to Gfficer in Charge at Wandai Gumbal, 15 March 1857,

op.cit.

gLieutgnan& FPrancis Nicell {to Govermment Resideni, Brisbane,
7 August 1857 {QSA - 4B/100, Native Police Carrvespondence
with Govermment Resident).
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unconeern.  Meoridssei perhaps remembered he was in the heart
of the Forster and Blaxland country where {he fall of
PFrederick Walker had begun, He rode north, and Landsborough
wrote to Ferster in Sydney, and Corfield to the Colonial
Sacretary, Corfield's letter leaving the distinct impression
that at Monduran Morisset had tersely told Corfield’s
meszenger that the Native Police did not visit his station,
'stanton Harcourt', because of his prior announcement that
hie retused to supply rations to the Policegj By the time
these letters reached Sydney, Parker was out of office,
Cowper becoming Colonial Secretary on 7 Septamber. To
Cowper, Forster complained of fthe arvogant conduct which
thess N. Police Officers seem generally to adopt towards

thie remotbte settlers’.

The point iz not clear, but Ross in the upper Dawson
was probably by this time also the subject of complaint,
probably on the vpart of Gordon Sandeman., Sandeman was &
Swdney marchaﬁﬁjsmembar of the Assembly, owner of
TBurrandowan'! in the western Burnett and of a number of
other sguatitages in the Lelchhardt. At any yrate, Ross
later blamed Sandeman -- two vears sarlier Commissiocner
Wiseman had blamed Sandeman very sirongly for complalning
toe government about Wisemansﬁ

But din July and August, the one man tos busy to
complain was Ross, The chronclogy of events in these months
and into early Sepitember is obscure, but it seems not
uniikely that between Ross' disastrous Joeurney te Eurombah
in February and some point in July, the blacks of the upper

Dawson decided that Eurcmbabh and Hornet Bank wers to be

ijames Landsborough to William Forster, 15 August 1857, with
three enclosures; Henry Cox Corfield to Col.Sec,, 16 August
1857, dndexed as In Letier 57/3721: see also Forster to
Cowper, 11 September 1857, enclosing Landsborough's letiexr
{NSA - L/7173, Col.Sec. Special Bundle, all letters f{iled
with 537/3721),

2 . - P
Forster 4o Cowper, ibid.

Bﬁisemaﬁ to | ? 1 Archer, 7 November 1855 {ML =~ A
Archer Papers, 1V, General Oorrespondences, p9;§3m5&
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axterminated. They focussad their attention on Eurombah,
from time fto time kiliing men as they found them, and
setting Reoss on a perpetual chase. For this he was badly
equipped. While he had a new debachment, i1t was poorly
supplied, in common with other detachments, communications
were minimal, he was too inexperienced, neither old enough
nor resolute enough for decisive action, and his reserve

ammunition dwindled away.

On about 20 August, the blacks switched their attention
to Hornet Bank, and evidently launched an attack on the
homestead, being in some manner thwarted at a crucial
moment., Ross gave chase, a pursuit that ended his career
when he allegedly had fto retire from black opposition
because reduced to one eartridgeoi More men were now killed
onn Turombhah and Ross went in pursuwit. Morisset arrived in
his absence, heard the story of the ‘one cartridge’ and on
7 September, the day Cowper resumed office, wrote o Ross,
suspending him from dutyng Morisset remained at Eurombah
until 16 September and then departed for Wandai Gumbal,
Rogs, returning on 20 September, read the Commandant’s
verdict for the first time. Ross' incompetence, wrote the
Commandant,; was enitirely responsible for 'the recent
tawless and brutal oaﬁragesfﬁj a Jjudgement that presumably
placated Gordon Sandeman who was one of the two likely
candidates as Morisset's patron (the other was Forster)y
bul a judgement that was at best onliy paritly valilid., On
the day after, Ross wrote out his own account of what
really happened after the Hornet Bank affair, and until
this report is recovered, a balance cannot be struck, 'You

will be relieved', wrole the Commandant, by Znd Lieutl

i’I‘he details of the ‘'attempted outrage on Mrs, Fraser and
her family', and of Hoss' chase are 1in his repert of 21
Sepbtember 1857. I have not heen able to lLocate this report,
the existence of which is mentioned in other correspondence.

ZMorisset to Ross, 7 September 1857 {(QSA ~ 48/115, Native
Police, Dawson Vall@y)a

BIbidp
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Poweld, oso!

Gowper spent the middile of the month evaluating the
Nativa Pollce on coriteris that had lititls to do with a
disintegrating frontier. ‘'Mr., Nicoll's letter is not in
such language as is“%ecamiﬁg in official correspondence?t,
bhe mimated, and having virtuslly ended Nicolil's caresrt,
went on, TBul I have now Lo consider complaints sgainst
the Native Police Force from Mesasrs, Corfield and
Landsborought, He still grudged the lavge voite passed
over his opposition in February and concluded:

tiniless ¥ can be satisfied that Mr. Morisseft &
his officers are of more wvalue ithan they would
appear o be L shall decline to ask for a voie
so large as that passed for this vear under

expectations which T see no hope | of | being
realised.,~

But when Cowper wrote this, the long interregnum
was mnearly over, along with its attendant incomprebension
and fatulty at the centre, pastoral introversion towards
the periphery, and an intangible but real tension in the
noerithern frontier. Tn the process, the wistion of eguity
bhetweoen black and white had almeost receded from sight.
Late in September or early in Uotober, Fredevick Walker,
one Arthur Wiggins and two of Walker's esx-troopers, set out
across the Dawson VYallev watershed dnto the wvalley of the
Comet to look for new pastorsasl land. Sometime in Gctober,
while Walker and his peartyv were on the {Jomet, the upper
Dawson blacks decided that the Frasers of Hormnet Bank had

to die.

The interregmun ended on 27 October. On that afferncon,
homeward bound from the Comet, Walkeris expedition camped at
the faot of & bluff 100 miles northwest of Hornet Bank. In
the eavly morning, as the moon set, ten or 15 warriors

rushed the camp, knocking Wigging senseless, spearing

“t . o
"Thid, The foregoing is based also on Ross to the Government
Resident, Brisbane, 28 September 1857 (QSA - 48/115, Native
Police, Dawson Vailey).

=

;Cawperg Minute, 16 September 1857, with 51/%716 and
57/3721 (NSA -~ 477173, Col,Sec, Special Bundle).
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Walker three times, and in 2 wilild brawi were finally
repulsed only when one of ithe ex-fmopers and Walker fought
them oft with revaivers,é At Hornet Bank, as ithe moon set,
a large group of blacks surrounded the homestead and made

a silent attack, waddying the ocoupants of each room as
they came to it, Having kilied two shepherds, the tutor
and three of the Fraser boyvs, they disturbed the Ffourth,
t5-year 0ld Sylvester Fraser. Hearing their wvoices, he
reached for z loaded gun placed behind his head, but was
detected and knocked unconscious. When he came to his
senses, e crawled off the bed and hid under it. During
this interval, his mother and four sisters were taken
from the central room of the homestead, either as prisoners
or under some notion of safe conduct, and killed din the
yvard. The dead and the house were stripped. Then the

blacks went, as silently as they had come.

It seems hardly ftoo strong a statement to say that
whet, at about mid morning, Svlvester Fraser appeared at
the Furombah homestead, civilisation in the upper Dawson
collapsed. Pollet Cardew, the owner of Burombah, was
evidentliy absent. Thomas Boulton, the superintendent, had
gene to visit YKimonoul!, William Miles! station ten miles
to the north, Lieutenant Powell chanced fo be at Eurombah
and rode off at once to Hornet Bank with his detachment.
The house and station servanilts evidenitly Tled., Sylvester
Fraser set off again, to Bouliton at Kinnoul. Throughout
the day, as the news of the raid percolated out to the
shepherds of Hornet Bank, they abandoned the sheep and
fled from the land where the Devils would scarcely ride..
At Kinnoul, Syilvester raser found that Boulton had
returned te Furembah by another track, and there is an
implication that of the servants at or handy to the Kinnoul

homestead, only a2 gang of shearers stood fto their duties.

Probably the nsxt morning, Sylvester Fraser returned

to furombah, and set out for Hornet Bank, arriving there

aCJCnL,, Leichhardi, to €C.C.C.L., 16 November 1857 (NSA -
4/719.2, Col.Sec. Special Bundle, Tn Letter No. 57/4329}.
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36 hours after the raid to find Boulion, Miles and the
shearers from Kinnoul, The dead still lay where they had
falien., Boulton was both stunned and furious, stunned

by the scale of death, furious because both he and Pollet
Cardew (who had returned) had senl messages 1o William
Heniry Yaldwyn, owner of 'Taroom’ and nearest magistrate,

to come to Hornet Bank to conduct an inguest and to bring
men to bury the dead, Yaldwyn returning a message that he
declined to do either. No explanation was ever offered —-=
it seems likely that Yaldwyn knew or bhelieved that if he
left his station, there would be no men there when he
returned. On the second afternoon after the raid, Boulton,
Miles and the Kinnoul shearers buried the Frasers and thedir
servants, and Pollet Cardew took Syvivester Fraser off to
ITpswich. The trauma of Hornet Bank evidenced itself in
Boulton in a wminute detail. Many yvears afterwards, he was
remarked upon as the one who always carrvied a rifle Tas

well as the customary revolver7o1

It would be tempting to say that Hornet Bank set the
sguatiers on a desitructive course that reshaped their
relationship with the blacks. In a material sense, this
was what happened, but the transition was more complex

than this, and it was the complexities that helped govern

EThe foregoing is drawn from Pollet Cardew to Government
Resident, Brisbane, 7 November 1857, with enclosure,
Affidavit of Sylvester Fraser, 7 November 1857, both under
cover to Government Resident, Brisbane, to Col.Sec., 11
November 1857, In Letter 57/4378 (this letter started a
chain of confusion by locating the tragedy at Zurombah or
*Euroomba' }; and from C.C.L., Leichhardt, to C.C.C.1.,

16 November 1857, In Letter 57/4329; and from C.C.L.,
Ledchhardt, to C.C.C.1L., 2 December 1857, In Letter 57/5143
(NSA - 4/719,2, Col.Sec. Special Bundle)}. For the comment on
Boulton, see James Nisbet, Plioneering Days in Queensland
{ML - A.1533, manuscript, p322)» Other documents in the
Special Bundle cited offer additional detail, and in some
cases contradict on detail: fthis is undersftandable in view
of the great tension and confusion prevailing among the
many attestors to fact -- it 1is probably not possible to
write a strictly accurate account of what happened hefore,
during, and after the silent raid on Hornet Bank.
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the kind of change that emerged in the late 1850s and esarly
1860s. The aftermain of Hormet Bank, for insiance, sesems

to have subscribed fTo a not mfamiliar seocial pattftern, in
that reaction outside the Dawson Valley was probably more
violent and mindless than ingide ift, This fact in turn

was linked to ancther complexity, that society at larse
fuged with the sguatters in defiming an attitude to the
hlacka, Again, this process was fod and shaped by a mass

of panic and wild rumour verging at times upon hysteria,

and again, the Indian Mutiny intruded at wore than one level

and time to shape this colondial response,

What happened din the Dawson was governed by the blacks,
nelplessness and distance, Not knowing that Sylvester
Fraser had escaped, the blacks beat a ledisurely retreat
from Hornet Bank, and Powell caught up with them perhaps
a little after midday, shot ‘severalt, and then lost them
again in circumsiances never properly explained. Then the
hlacks vanished., At the barest minimam, 16 dayvs were needed
for the news to reach Gladstone and Maryborough and to bring
help into the valley. In the interim, order depended on
Powell and his five or six troopers amid 8,000 square miles

ands, gorub and pandc. 'Rumours! ran

i

of mountains, open
through the Dawscon that 'ithe Savages have been heard to
threaten that Mr, Scotit's family a2t Palm Tree Creek are Lo
e the nexi Vicéims*»§ On 1 November Walker and Wiggins
reached Palm Tree Creek from the Comelt and at Scottils

station fluckily? found a doctor present. On 4 November

when this news reached William Miles at XKinnoul, he wrote

to the Syvdnev Morning Herald, asking what had become of the

a
£17,000 voted to re-organise the Native Pollice, claiming
the suspended Lieulenant Ross fo be 'a valuable and
efficient officert, blaming Powell's timidity for not
preventing the abttack on Hornet Bank, and urging the Herald
to press action on government, 'otherwise we may all expect

an the Ffroontier to share the fate of the station which has

1. . s - o . .

C.0. L., Leichhardt, i Cockatoo Station, to C.C.C.L.,

16 November 1857 (NSA - 4/719.2, Col.3ec. Special Bundle,
In Letter 57/47329},
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Just been amnihilated'.’' The news of Walker and Wiggins
probably veached George Peavce Berocold of 'Cockatoo!
station about %5 or & November, and his realisation that
twe of his station blacks, Peawaddy and Miall Jemmy, werse
deeply implicated in the Comet attack on Walker's party,
helped promote fthe already existent fear that the blacks
generally were dnveolved din 2 wide campailgn against all

whites,

Serocold's own letser to the Sydnev Morning Herald,

written on 10 November, retflected the panic and helplesaness
prevailing in the upper Dawsons

It is mvident other head stations will be

attacked, Mr.Scott, of Palm-Tree Creelk,

hag received notice that his is to be next,
Sercocold dmplied conspiracy in his second paragraph, made
a point of the attack on both Walker's pariy and Hornet
Bank being made by night, betraved a touch of hysteria
(*The blood of the Frasers [sic] cries out to heaven for
revenge!l Mercyi! {the word is & mockery in a case like
thig.'), called the Native Police 'that slender reed of
proteciiont, and wrote a paragraph both revealing of his
uiltimate helplessness and voicing, agealn with a touch of
hysterin, a declaration of war:

If no acitive measures are immediately

adopted by Government, vou may expect

to hear of a sguathters’ crusade as soon
ag the sghearing is finished.?

It is hard teo exaggervate what the biacks did to white
spelety in the Dawson at the end of Qctober, whether white
reaction be measured by the nusher of servants who refused
to stand thelr ground or by the shaking nerve of the
onetime Roval Navy officer, George Psarce Serocold.
Commissioner Wiseman wrote from fthe upper Dawson Tive weeks

atter the raid, 'There dis still considerable panic here on

[ . : . . . o R
Willdam Miles dn letter to the editor, S5MH, 30 November
§8§7}73 g}@f}§ ool .0,

-

2 - 4.3 . . L = N
tL.Paarce Serocold in letter fto the editor, 3MH, ibid.
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all sides owing to ihe audacity of the Biaﬁks9¢gofé A wild
TUMOUT {if it came from the upper Dawson it must have been
born in the first week of November) spread across New

Scuth Wales, in the wake of the news of the raid, that the
bilacks had since attacked Mr, King's station: and on its
Journey the rumour changed its shape Tto say that the blacks

had attacked Hornet Bank again and killed four men.

The news of the annihilation of Hornmet Bank was
carried to Ipswich by Pollet Cardew and Sylvester Fraser
who vode 300 miles in nine days at a time when a day's
Journey was considered to be 20 to 273 miles a day. From
Ipswich, the news went to Brisbane on 8 November, where
the Government Resident ordered Nicoll in the west at
Wandai Gumbal and Murray in the north at Gladstone to close
on the upper Dawson 'with all speed,..wilith all the available

force at their dispasal”ag The North Australian at Ipswich

demanded Tretributive Jjustiice' for 'the ruthless
perpetrators of the massscre?: the women of Hornet Bank had
been 'treated in the same brutal manner as the infidel
Sepoys did the ladies and children in India': for this
ffearful work of death' action was necessary as a warniig

to the blacks of 'their future' intercourse with the whitle
3

eoplat., The Moreton Bay Free Presa of 11 November carried
peot

an account of "Horrible Massacre by the Blacks on the
Dawson? , noted the singularity of the night attack and the
attendant susplcion that the raid had been led by blacks
well acguainted with the Hornet Bank household., A

corraspondent to the paper wrotes

There is one gratifying idea in connection
with this subject, that when we get our own
legislature we shall be able to refturn

Mr., Blackfelleow many a compliment, and all

I can say is "haste happy dayv?, when full and
Just revenge shall be had uwpon the butchering
aborigines of the northern districts.

1¢,¢.L., Leichhardt, to C.C.C.L., 2 December 1857 (NSA -
4/719,2, Col.Sec, Special Bundle, In Letter 57/5143).
zGovernmEﬁt Resident, Brishane, 11 November 1857, ibid.,
In Letter 57/L578}.

3From the North Australian in MBFP, 18 November 1837, p.5,
col. b,
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The editor himself wrote, 'Why should we parley wiith such
wretches as these when Paxtermination’ ds the cry in India
with regard to a race superior in the scale of humanity??,
charged tdme~expired ftrooperys with beling involved in the
raid, feared the coming of night attacks, demanded martial
law on the frontier, and indicated another facet of the
F
%

tension in the Dawson in that 4t was 'a well known fack

that blacks who were concerned din the late murders a
Burcombalh Are being harboured by a sguatiter in the
neighbourhood, despite the protestations of his fellow

. 1
stockholders®,

The news of Hornet Bank reached Sydney on 173 November,

The Svdney Morning Herald of 14 Nevember took iLs account

From the Moreton Bay Frse Pregs and twe days later from

its own correspondent {'It makes one's blood boil to read

of such atrocities....’); the Empive’s fown correspondent’

granted tihe right of the bushmen te take the law into
their own hands, and shoot down this tribe of villains like

s 4 o 3 . . ) ) .
wild dogs..sot3;” Bellls J4fe din bBydpnev three weeks later

demanded a blow that would fcarry terror into the hearts
f

- ; 4 . .
of the tribe'; and Charles Cowper ordered that 'avery
effort may he made fto deftect and apprehend the perpetrators
of the crime’ and lamented that he apprehended that the

tneglect & want of energy! of Liesutenant Hoss 'might be ithe

5

causs of such disasters®.

{m the day Cowper wrote this, the ISvdney newsbhapers
reported the fall of Delhi, and =zix days later the rumounr

of the second rald on Hornet Bank, Delhi set an example

ki . . : - 3

MBFP, 11 Hovember 1837, editorial, p.2, cols.i-2;
news report, col.h; letter to editor, col.5.
o . . R . - G -
SMH, 14 November 18357, p.4, col.6, and 16 November, p.3,
col.b.

-

]
Bmpive, 14 November 1857, p.3, col.3.

Bell's Life in Syvduey, 9 December 1857, in MBFF, ZJ December
TEE7, Peh, Col.0,

-
- i N . . : - oy . Fe

“Hraft letter by Uowpser, 17 November 1857 {ESQ - &/719.2,
- o & - y - v - . i s s £} sy

Col:Sec,. Special Bundie, draft with In letier 355%358},

¥
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For angry man:

The King and Quesn were found so aged that
their lives h& e been spared and imprisonsd;
two of the sons were shot aflter Jjibbetted to
the view of ige rehels.. .. This gives a total
of foriv-lhree mublneesrs dispoesed of -- namely,
fourteen hanged, three brought in with their
heads cut of T, four blown away from guns, and
twenty-Ltwo %raﬁ$§$$t9dﬁi

Prompied by the supposed second attack on Hornet Bani,
Cowper wrote, *Mr. Moerisset [sic} should advance all his
available force 4n this the Upper Dawscn and I hope to bhe
ere long informed that {these Murders arve effectually

rs

stopped? .,

The Mutiny advancsd the new prospesct of sadism. The

Svdney Morning Herald wrote:

The account of the punishment of the Indian
mutineers will be read with mizxed emotions.
When the crimes dimputed to some of them
rise into view they seem to have deserved
punishments such as Bastern monarchs invent
~e more than the mere infliction of deanilh,
When, however, we turn te the high standard
of right, implied by Christian civilisation,
the mind is shocked at awny such aggravation
» .o the mind revolts {rom any punishment not
inflicted in the heat of battle, or under...
the forms of military iaw., D

The Moreton Bey Courier had written on 14 November that it
was tprepared,,.te raise [its | velce agalnst any wholesale
and blind atftempt fto exterminate a whole tribe or race?

1

amd that as a civilised pesople, i1tz blow of

¥

vetribubive
Justice should fall with discrimination, and on the gullty
an&y*,% But whether retribution might go beyond *the mere
infliction of death' or might fall on dnnocent as well as

guilty wounld be subject to Time and place. From the upper

E%Mﬁﬁ 17 November %8§?g Second BEdition.

he . "
“Draft letter by Cowper, 23 November 18537 (NS4 - 4/719.2,
Col.Ssc., Special Bundle, Cdraft with In Letier 57/4683).
JsMir, 273 November 1857, p.b, col.%3.

b ... - . - .
MBC, T4 November 1857, editorial, p.2, col.2.
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Dawson, a squaitter wrote that 17 govermment did not
immediately protect the frontier there was but one course
lef't
which, however vepugnant to our naitures
as British subjects, is certain to be
adopted, that 1s, to put the law ait defiance,
defend ourselves and our homes, and
exterminate the black fiends by whom we
are surrounded.’
tLet the liberty of self-proteciion be accorded to the

gquatters,' wrote the editor of the Moreton Bay Free Press.

"There may be some men who would abuse such a trust, but we
should hope there are few whe would indiscriminately murder

a whole tribe =-- men, women, and children'.

At the time of the attack on Hornet Bank, the lessce,
William Fraser was in Ipswich on business: the owner of
Hornet Bank, Andrew Scoitt, had been to the north to visit
Commissioner Wiseman, and with Wiseman was apprecaching the
uppey Dawson when they heard of the raid. Scott and
Wiseman arrived at Serocold’s 'Cockatoo' about 16 November.
When William Fraser returned fto the Dawson, and where he
was in mid November, is obscure. Legend has credited
Fraser with conducting a bloody war with the blacks, but
legend 1is necessarily coloured and repleie with wvague
terms such as '‘many', credits shoofters of the day with a
marksmanship and veracity not attained by professional
armies, and digrnores the time dnvolved in reloading a cavbine
of the period, In any case, until after about 20 Novemher,

there were no blacks to be shotb.

The movement of the blacks is also obscure. After
Powell lost them on the afterncon of 28 Octoher, they
possibly retired westward toward the rugged Carnarvon

Ranges, or southward ftoward the Greatl Dividing Range: in

?'Pioneer'g in letter to the editor, MBFP, 16 December
1857, pe2, col.bh.

2MBFP, 18 November 138357, editorial, p.3, col.2.
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the latter case with the possible dntention ultimately of
working their way eastward through the foothills of the
Ravge into the Burnett district. Here was another matter
for conjeoture. Fastoralists had alwave tended to divide
the natives into station blacks and wild {or myall) blacks,
a division that in many situstions msant actomatically

that the *wild® bilascks were in fact someons else’s station
bilacks. By 16 November, when thev had had time to consult
with one ancther and compare notes, 4t was svident to the
upper Dawson sguaiiers {or so they helisved) that the
attack on Heornel Bank had come from ‘many statlons in the
ﬁeighbaurhoodfaé This treachery at close guariters
contributed undoubtedly to the panic in the Dawson (the
parallel with the Sepoy rising was acute}!, and on the other
hand brought fthe cold-bloopded realisation that the raiders

wonld eventually leave their hideouts and miturn to the

2tations.

Action began, possibly between 20 and 26 November,
when fthe suspended Lisutenant Ross, 3coitt the owner of
Hormet Bank, and a detachment of ftrvoopers from ¥Wandai
Gumbal encountered blacks at an wundisclosed place and shot
nine dead. Fraseris real role probably emerged in the
reporis of the Natlve Police officers. As the station
blacks were progressively reported back in thelr staitions;
Frasexr rode out with the detachments, ildentified Hornet
Hank plunder held by them, pointed out Hornet Bank blacks
among them; and Robert Walker’s account of the prooeedings
at Juandah was of a pattern:

Abowut 10 p.m. we again started and rods by
moonlight the seventeen miles to this Station,
and having made ouy arrvangements the camp was
surrounded at dayvlight. Mr. fraser... having
identified szeveral of the Blacks zs well known
to have been slwavs in the Nelghbourhood of
Hornet Bank, and one in particular (Billy Billy)

ag a most notorious Rascal, and having also
discovered property which that Gentleman swore

}' g T F o JE 3 B G 3 i
e phragse was Wiseman®s. For his description of the Twvary
G

extensive conspiracy?, see C.C.L., Leichhardt, at Cockatoo,
to C.C.C.L., 16 November 1857 {NSA - 4/719.2, Col,Sec.
Special Bundle, in Letter 57/4329),



to have bLeen taken rom Hornet Bank, 1

orderaed the ?raﬁpﬁrg to fire., Seven oy

Blacks were shotl and one mortally wounded.
Faming cut from Burombah, where Lieutenant Murray had
concenitrated the Ireantier or First Divisicn of the Native
Police, the detachments dealt oul the same Justice. Murray
himself rode wast from Eurcmbah fo Tarcom, *and finding
two notoriouws scoundrels called “Jerrv® and “"Jackey® 1
ordered the Police to fire, and they were both killed?,
Presumably on Cockatoo station, the two station blacks
implicated in the attack on Frederick Walker and Arthur
Wiggins were shot dead by the Pciiceog In the progress of
this drum-head justice from station to station, between
26 November and 29 December, the Native Police officers
reported the shooting of 21 blacks, With the nine shot
by Ross and Scoii, and ithe 'several! shol by Powell on
the afterncon after the Hornet Bank raid, the total was

probably about 34.

It was left fto Serccold and some of his fellow
squatters to go beyvond 'the mere infliction of death'.
Long afterwards, Serocold wrote:

It was a necessity to make & severe

example of the black leaders of the

tribe and about a dozen were taken into

the open country and shot.... These men

were allowed to run and they were shot |

at about thirty or forty yvards distant.
Altogether, perhaps 46 blacks died in tThe upper Dawson,

in exchange for the 18 to 21 whites who had been killed

12nd, Lieutenant R.E. Walker to Lieutenant Murray,
lLeichhardt District, 30 December 1853 isicj (NSA - W/719.2,
Col.Sec., Special Bundle, with In Letter 38/920).

o

“Lieutenant John Murray to Commandant of Native Police,

L January 1838, ibid.

BLieutenant John Murray to Commandant of Native Police,
19 Jarmuary 1858, ibid.

MGeerge Edward Serccold Pearce Serocold, Extracts from
unpubiished autobiography {AﬁL - MS 626, pBZZ}a His
pesvehic speculaticons that follow this account of the
aftermath of Hornet Bank may be ignored.




el
H

there throughout 1837. With the blacks dispersed (in
general Yterms fhey moved southegast out of the Dawson

into the w&&%grﬁ'ﬁurﬁ@fi}g Muprray withdrew ths First
Divisdion in early Jamuary, leaving Powell and Robert Walker
with four ftroopers ==zch in The upper Dawsoen. AT about

this time, also leaving the district, Wiseman was ambushed
between Rannes and Jracemere in the rnerth of the triangie,
and owed his escape to s counter-atiack lswnched by his
orderlies., Murray himself arrived alt Gladstone on 19
January 1858, As far as he and the First Division was

r

concerned, the Horneit Bank case was Dinished.

As & policeman, Murray had every reason to be
satisfied. As far as the evidence went, the Firsl Division
had behaved with surprisingly scrupulous resbraint,
done subsgtantial justice, and felt moved to say so when it
was otherwise, as was Lieutenant Powell who thought 1t
necessarvy to say that his detachment had shot three black
women at Taraam;B in crifdicising Powell for shooting the
womern at all, Cﬂwper% completely missed the point that

Powell had alveady criticised himself.

But the real damage to the hlacks went far beyond the
25 shot dead by the Fivst Division. The fdgure of
tClemency! Canning towering above the Indisn Mutiny had
ne parallel dn New South Wales, Plunkett was out of
effective office, Frederick Walker was discredited, and
Cowpar wrote langusge as strong as or stronger than that

of any frontier sguolier:

. . s s ‘o . : 5

The number of whites killed is wvariously reported and
there is no apparent peint din attempting to refine the
figure.

e

“For the forepgoing, see the tenor of his letter to
Commandant of Native Police, 19 January 1858 {NSA -
4/719.2, Col.Sec. Special Bundle, with In Letter 58/920).
3?9@&11 to Murray, 16 December 1857, ihid.

Drare letter by Cowper, 173 March 1838, ibid.
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The murder of the ¥Fraser Family, with the
attendant circumstances required that the
perpetrators | sic  of such monsitrous
enormities should be punished in the
severest manner wherever they could be
Found., ..
The philosophy ol William Forster was in the ascendant,
and so there gsver was an engqulry as to motivation and
provocation, for the spirit of equity and engulry was
dead, The bhlacks were back where convicts had once been:
as irresponsible man whe was by definition not able to

comait a Justifiable crime.

From this philosophical impasse there inexorably
stemmed a self-perpetuating cycle of action that in the
long run destroved the itribes more effectively than any
damage done by a bullet. Quite simply, the blacks were
made subject to a doctrine of unlawful assembly. Walker
had argued that great assemblies were end-products of
pressures on the ftribes, and that apart from breaking up
intransigent groupings by force, by f‘dispersing! them,
it was a function of white civilisation to diminish the
pressures that created them. Whether his argument would
have coped with the massing for the attack on Hornet
Bank is open to gquestion, btult the suybstantive point was
that the spirit of enquiry personified by Walker was now
dead. Attention accordingly foocussed on end-products, and
*dispersing' the blacks acquirved a different significance.
Wisematn did not dnvent this newer, more simplified doctrine,
nor was he the first fo voice 1t, but he expressed 1t as
succinetly as is perhaps possible., On the day he arrived
at Cockatoo, 20 days afier the raid on Hornet Bank, he
wrote dinter alia:

When such large mumbers thus collect [, ]
plunder and then muorder dis the result,
Suclh has been fthe result of the immense

assemblage of Blacks which I saw lasti
June on the Upper Dawson.?

EIbidﬁ

&G.CQLS, Leichhardt, at Cockatoo, to ¢.C.C.L., 16 November
1857 (NSA - 4/719.2, Col.Sec. Special Bundle, In Letier
57/4329) .
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t

When an avistoocraiicaiiv-alnded, dntelligeni, culiured and
humane man such as Wiseman came to this point of none-

enguiry, the tribes were 103T.

Concelvably, of course, fthis dritt of attiitudes could

v s
have been reversed agaln and a splirit of enguiry arise
once more, & spirit of enguizy thait might then have
procesded bevond Irederick Walker's perhaps oversimplified
view of the causes of trival distrass, and gons on to
oshsarve such fthings as culfural provecation. Time, place and
condition, however, snsured otherwise, for such were thse
long standing tensions in the northern triangle, such to

whilte men the effect of Hornet Banok, and such the fatuliy

of central government, thalt Murravis ease in mid January
1RRE at Giadsitone was without substance. Hig Division and

i,

the sguatiers pad 'dispersect! the blacks in the upper
Dawson, but this logicalily meand thai they name to resi
somewhare slse, and generally they would seem to have moved
eastward amnd sontheastward dnto the Burnett, where in fact
many of fthem probably belonged., VWhat Murray had not done
was equally relevent. He had not exorcised the Dawson
Rlack, & might monster of men's imaginations that perhaps
turked in every part of ithe norithern ftriangle and was
certainly deemed by some to be lurking in Maryvbeorough, 200

miles from Hornet Bank.

iespite Murray's ease, there now occourred, =along ithe
baseline of ithe irisngle, an event {or pérhaps a series of
loosely connected svents)} ithat musi forihe preseni be to
a material extent hypothesised., The evidence that this
asvert took place consists of a sentence written at
Maryborough on 20 February 1858 by Commandant Morisset, itwo
pieces of owval tradition, and a letter written, also at
Maryborough, on 31 Mareh by Geovrge Lang, son of Dr John
Dunmore Lang, Wiseman on 8 December 1857 had reported the

southeastward movement of the bhlacks from the Dawson.

?S.CqL,a Leichhardi, ait Bungaban, to C.C.C.L., 8 December
1857, ibid., In Istter 58764,
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On 20 February 1858, reporting that the 'Dawson River Blacks
are supposed to have principally gone to the Fitzrov?
(ﬁhis statemaent perhaps reflected northern precccupation
with the Dawson blzsck as night monster), Morisset obseaved
in another paragraph that

In congequence of two Officers belng under

suspension, and one on Sick leave, and as

the Bilacks are muastering in large numbers

between the Aubnrn and the Burnett {i.e.,

in the western Burneit)}, and having no

Officer to send with Troopers, I have

considered ii expedient to provisionally

appoint Mr, W.R.L. Smett to the rank of

Zrd, Lieutenant this appointment will

however make an addition to the estimated

strengith, bui the emergerncy will T ftrust

warrant ithe excess.

It is my Intention to proceed immediately

to Wandai Gumbal, for the purpose of

inspecting the Jrd. Division....

The general shape of the event that followed would be
that between this date and 31 March, a party of 12 sguatters
amd a detachment {or detaohments) of the Native FPolice
between them killed upwards of 150 men, women, and children
in the western, norfhern and central Burnett, at distances
of up to 150 miles east of Hornet Bank and down to 50 miles
from Marvborough. Told with a wealth of detail -~ places,
nunbers and circumstances - this was the gist of Lang's
letter of 731 MarchAE Blacks, he said, were shot in the
bush, at heasd stations, enroute about their masters’
business, and when occasion offered were delliberately
wounded first and eventually killed., In this excursion
bevond ‘the mere infliction of death', legend supports Lang.
Of the Native Police, tradition claims that a group of
blacks were surrounded at Derra Derra Creek on fMundubbera:®
and all shot:; and fthat on the slopes of Mount Naraven on

fHawkwood!, 'Many were shot down and number capftured alive.

gComma&zzdants NP, to Government Residenit, Brisbhane,

20 February 1838, ibid., with In Letter 58/9620.

George Lang to Andrew lLang, 31 March 1858 (ML - A.63,
A,L.S., pp.176-79).
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These unfortunate oreatures were handcuffed arcund a large

Bottle Tree and then sh@tfﬂg

Bevond the mumbers reported killed {which pending
confirmatory evidence have to be scocepted with s&eptiﬁism)g
what would seem wuppermost was the freneiic state of mind
triggeraed offf Ly Morisset's 'amergency!, an emergency
which would appear to be stratghiforwardly a massing of
the blacks. I% may have heen more to the point that Lang's
vnderstanding of this rompage was that it was done in the
name of Hormet Bank; and equallyv to the point that the
geographic and sociological focus of the explosion was
Marvyberough. For where sguatiers and Native Police left
of'f, townsmen took up. Townsmen volunfeered to assist the
Constabulary to destroyv the blacks' camp between the twin
towns, and Lang wrote that
The party of whites then followed and shot
a boy of twelve vears of age dead -- a lad
well known in town as a harmless, helpless
Junatiec,...Yesterday the Native Police force
under the orders of their white officers
performed the same meritorious action for the
Blacks in Maryborough...and driving numbers
of them into the river in sight of the whole
town population.

Making i% clear that he himsell had witnessed no shootings,

he wrote of
the specitacle of a blackfellow endeavouring
at the public wharf at eight ofclock last
Sunday night; Lo construct a frail raft of
sheets of bark foc carry over a river as broad
as the Hunter at Rayvwmond Terrace and ftwice as
rapid, a child twelve months old and another
but ten days old, and all this because he had
been chased from his fires and threatened with
a ball from a carbine by a rathless wreitch
wearing the Queen's 1ivory....

The behaviour of Mavyborough, Lang thoughit, was a lihel

on humanity and 'a disgrace to its Magistrates itls

storekeepers dits fathers & sons & everything British in

. g
the place’.

'Souvenir of the Centenary of the Central and Upper Burneti
River Districl of Queensland, 1848 4o 1948 (no publisher's
impr@ss)? P.23,

2George Lang to Andrew Lang, 31 March 1858 (ML - A.63, A.L.S.,
p-p.176~79, the guotations from pg!78}9
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These, then, ars the broad oublines of an event (or
of a series of Lposely connected events) thait must for
the present remaln the subject of Lyypothesis. It is ot
impossible that Lang himsell gave his perspective &
wnity it did net possess, In the vears immediately
tellowing, on the other hand, Lang acguired a reputation
as a careful and accurate jouwrnalist, and 44 is therefore
protaple that his report from Marvborough reasonably
repregented public hearsay and the public state of mind.
Hearsay might well have exaggerated the extent of the event

or events along the base 1ine of the northern triangle.

ihat le hard to escape is the guality of the actlon:
insisgtently, in lang and in legend, hyvsteria born of
exploding tension carried sguatters, Native Police officers
and townsmen into a frensied world where the English
tradition had supposed thay would never go. As the suprems
and longstonding cunstodian of the blscks, responsibie man's
concern for his own ethidc, on the northern frontier, lay

in ruins.

And here the senire of colonlal oclvilisation, and
goverment at the canfre of civilisation, abdicated itg
funcetlon &g custodian of fthe ¥Western tradition. Tf Sydney
ever became aware of what was happendine in the north, it
gave no sitgn of Lt., So that precisely as the Torce of law
was ahandoned for the force of the dndividual, so scociety's
collective oversighit of the human condition was surrendered
to the custodianship of concerned individusls. However
many there were of ithese in the north {fortunately for the
Wegtern tradiiion, they included sguatters), the tide of

tension was against thewm,

In November 1860, almost a vear after the separation
of the wnorth from New South Wales as the colony of
Jueensland, several Natdve Police Troopers were arrvesied
following the rape and murder of a white woman, Fanoy Briggs.
Bape of white women by hlacks, or at least allegaitions to
that effect, were by no means uncommorn in the history of
New South Walss, bult as far as the evidence goes, had npevery

cansed any untoweard reaction among white society., Norx,
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ambitions were two~fold: they wanted a vastly inocreased
force with the office of commandant restored, and they
wanted to complete the discrediting of Walkereé From a
sympathetic Ministry including Donaldson, John Hay and
Edward Deas Thomson, theyv secured the Lirst object, in a
provisicn on the Estimates of over £17,00C, more than
three times the Estimate that had barely passed the old
Council in 1855«2 in the longer rw, it transpired, they
secured their second object in the appointment as
Commandant of Edric Norfolk Vaux Morisseit, son of a onetime

3

commandant at Newcastle and Norfolk Island.

If it was nervousness for their squattages in the
Leichhardt and Wide Day that set Sandeman and Forster on
this course, they were too late. It was February 1857
bhefore the Estimates passed the Assenmbly, and July before
Morisset took up office. In the short run, it was already
too late in November 1856 when they sought their Select
Committee, In a sense, the Native Police Force had been
disintegrating for some time. Badly and erratically
supplied with stores, food and ammunition, lacking a
unifying field command and anything more than a grudging
interest by goverpnment, living in the rain where the
Devils would hardiy ride, increasingly officered by
inaxperienced vouths of 18 or 19, and increasingly spread
out in small numbers to keep order over 20,000 square miles,
hoth white offdicers and black ftroopers were near cracking

point in late 18306,

In November or sarly December, the detachment under
Murray on fthe Fitzroy mutinied, These were some of Walkerts

old itroopers from the Murray and Murrumbidges whom OfConnell

ESeiect Commititee of Ingquiry on the Native Police, V & P
{NSW) 1856~57, Vol.1, pp-1158-1216.

“Message No.35, 18 February 1857, V. & P (NSW), 1856-57,
Vol.2, pp.1079-81,

3.§BB§ Vol,2, entry for James Thomas Morisset.
Contemporaries spelt the surname in a number of wavs, and
I have followed the gpelling in ADD.



perhaps, @xcapt as fuel to an existing fire, was the rape
really relevant to the sceial exploesion at Rookbampton in

the nerthern tip of the trismgle.

Killed on 6 November, Fanny Briggs' fate was not

connected with the blacks unitii the 10fth, and she was not

found until the 1
to suspect his own ftroopers, Morissel wrote to the

Guaeensiand Colonmial Hecretary:

I velieve the above cutrage to have been
perpetrated by halfl oivilized Blacks who
are smploved on Mr. Archer's and other
Stations in the vicinity of Rockhampton,

a system which cvannot be sufficiently
deprecated, when the Blacks so emploved
bhelong to the country they are emploved in.

Nothing more eloguenit was probably evey writfen as to the
candition ths north had come to since Ooitober 1857 =- for
Morisset's words can be inferpreted in only one of fwo
wavs. Elther he envisaged a &émpigte gaographical
upheaval of all statioen blacks throughoul Queensland, or
he was a clinical case of diminished responsibility, The
latter prospect was, on the evidence, mors likely. He
went on to say that

I start tomorvow | the 13th| with Lieut.

Murrsy and a1l ihe Police here, snd will

use every endeavour to puntsh the perpetrators

of the %irgﬂity it ods my painfal duty fo
repori, *

But on the sams day that Morisset wrote this,

Commissioner Wiseman wrote to Colin Archer al Gracemere:

Popular feelding appears to be running
tempestucously against all Blacks ~e this

is %o be expscted. 1 fsel considerable
disgust myselfl and desire of vengeance

cut gtill T do not think I sm justified in
going with my feselings and with the Mass w-
Morissett wants to have a1l the Blacks at
Stations dismissed and in this he is

EGQmmandamt, NF, to Col.Sen., Q1d, 12 November 18060
(QSA = h8/682, Col,Sec, In Letter 60/2107, with In Letter
6E1/84}.

2

Ibid.

458

e On the (Z2%h, still having no reascon



supported by the feayr and the fevrociny

of hatred din the masses, He wants me 1
dismiss by Blacks, Dickey, Stariight &
Jowe ~- so that they may be shot by The

Police whern away from oy piace, |

x

¥hether this last sentence was o gtatesment by Morisset,

opr Wiseman's interpretation of Morisset's dntentions, the
Commandant 4t 2 minimuam was the subject of grave suspicion
on the part of 2 Commissioner abhle to keep his own emoiions
under severe condroel. I8 Morisseld ulidmately escaped the
widespread belief that he did in fact conduct a2 massacrs
{heg and much mors impressively, Lisuvtenants Powell and
Murvay, strenuously denied it}wz he was ivoenically
preserved from such action only by the realisation that
some of his own broopers weye the guilty parties.

E

The shootings at Rockhampion on 11 Eovemb@r,j the
day Fanny Briggs was found, and the continuing sensation
in the north intoe the New Year weres nol germane to this
izgue of the kind of man that Sandeman and Forster had
thought desgirable o replace Walker., Forsier had always
wanted firvmness: there is no reascn to think that he
wanted the kind of man he in faot got. Thai there was
giill some strength in the Western ethic possibly
explained Morissetis resignation of office in 1861, Despiise
the odds against il, & groundesweall of opinion was bullding
up against the Native FPollice and the justice 1t dispensed.
The Farmy Briggs case with its attendaat rumours, and a
tdispersing’ by the Police of blacks on 'Fassifernt
station near Brisbane on Christmas Eve 1860 might din
themselves have led to a parlimmentapry enguiry. The

Possibility was made a serbainty when the two sgquatter

1 Sy = A — p o d
"W.H. Wiseman to Colin Avcher, 12 Nwenmber 1860 {ML -
AB882, Archer Papers, IV,General Correspondence, pp.335-36).

2?@? the turn uwpon the iroopers of suspicion, and the
categorical dendiais by the white officers of any massacre,
see Commandant, NP, to Col.Beg,, Qld., 7 Januvary, wiilh
enclosures (@54 — H4B8/682, Col.Bec., In Letter 61/83, with
In Letter &1/R4),

}Késemam‘%a Archer, op.oit., Dp-337.
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Mortimar o ‘Melnumbar' dn the Soubth Burnetd paid

an advertisement in the Moreton Bay Courier on 18

Maroh 18613

{ ADVERTISEMENT )

To the GfTicer dn Command of the Pariy
o Native Police, who shot and wounded
some Blacks on the Station of Mapumbar,
o Bunday, the 10th dastant.

Sidr,

i dn future you should take a fancy
o bring vour troopers upon the Statdion
of Mammmbar on a sportlng excursion we shall
feel obliged 1f wvou wonld either bag or bury
the game which vou shoot as 1% is far from
pleasant for us to have the decomposing
remasine of Tour or fdve blackfellows laving
Lsic ! wnburied within a mile or two of our head
station. If wyou will do neither please be Kind
encugh to remove the corpses fron waterholes
near the head station from which we sometimes
use water for culinary purposes. As most of
the bBlacks wyou left dead on our run were
Teeble old men, some of them apparently not
less than edighty years of age, will vyou
please Lo inform us whether thesse hoary
ginners are the parities chiefly engaged in
spearing bullocks and "cramming monkevs,t
ete; or whether yvou jusi shoot them bhecause
the vounger ones are too nimble for vou.
Besides +the four or five you left dead on
our i, yvou have wounded two of our station
tlacks, who have beon in our emplovment durings
lambing, washing, and shearing, and ail other
busy times for the last el ght or nine years,
arnd we have never known either of them fto have
heen charged with a crime of any kind, One
of them came to the station with a buliet
wound through one of his thighs, another
through one of his arms, and anether through
one of his hands; the other had a bullet
wound through one of his arms. These blacks,
bhelng in our employvment, very naturaily look
te us for protection {rom such outrages, and
we are of opinion that whsn vou sheot and wound
hlacks in such an indiscriminate manner., vou
excesd yvour commission, and we publish This
that those who employ and payv vou may have
some knowledge of the way in which yvou perform
YOoUr servicas.

We have, stc,
T. & A, MORTIMER.

Manumbar, Feb,22, 18560 {gic}i

1

16 March 1861, 5.3, col.h,
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The Colonial Treasurer, Robert Ramsay Mackengie,
moved on 1 May 1861 for a Select Committee to enguire into
the Native Pollce, but if the Moritimer brothers and other
aritics expected much of 1t, it was leoest before 1t was
started. Mackengie was Chairman, and Mackenzie at the
time ol Hormnet Bank was Serocold's partner in *Cockatoo’.
His attitude to the blacks need not have followed logicalily
from this fact, but in the event it did. His guestioning
of one witneas constituted a restatement of the propesitions
of the 18408, that the execution of the Myall Creek
murderers in 1838 was fjudicial mﬁrdér‘g that the 'Exeter
Hall® +dinfluence in colonial affairs had been pernicious,

and that the blacks understood only superior Sﬁrengﬁhéi

Hor might the Mortimer brothers and other critics
expect any lead from the Governor, Sir George Ferguson
Bowen, and from the Colonial Secretary, Reobert George
Wyndham Herbert, TUnlike most i mnot all of the parliamentary
members, both men were new to the colonles, having besn
chosen in Britain o launch Queensland on & viabvls basis.
Their acquiesence in what was entailed in ‘dispersing!
the blacks closed the external British avenue of criticism
as Tirmly as svents inside New South Weles and Queensland
had closed the internal, In part, Herbert was a man to
whom blacks were pevhaps of no intrinsic iﬂtﬁfeﬁtrgﬁnd
bevond that, 1t is hard to escape the conclusion that the
British Puopire had grown weary of ifs atiempt to live in
amity with the native peopiles of its territorieg —-

Sepovs, Maoris and Australian aborigines.

The test ol HBowen and Herbert was provided on
Christmag Eve, 1860, by lLieutenant Frederick Wheeler, an
offidcer of the Native Police commissioned at the time of
Hornet Bank. On Christmas Bve, at *Fassifern' 60 miles
southwest of Brisbane, Wheeler tdispersed! a camp of
blacks at the veguest of the station owner, Jchn Hardie.
The ocoroper of Ipswich, Dr Henry Challinoer, conducted an

inguest on both this incident and a similar ons on nearby

%ﬁaleﬁﬁ Committee...Native Police, V. & P (Q1d}, 1861, p.isd.

2 ‘ . . . :
TRor an asssessment of Herberi's conservative outiocok, ses
entry for him projected for ADB, Vol.k.
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TNormanby*! station, In the PFassifern case, uniike the
Normanby one, Challinor was able to secure evidence from
whites as well as blacks {that of the blacks, of couvse,
not being admissible at law)§ and believed a prima facie
case of murder wag established against Wheeler,3 Probably
because of ithe atiitude of the owner of Fassifern and of
his wife {they alone of all the witnesses heard no shots),
the Attorneyve-iGeneral decided that no charge could hbe
sustained, and referred the matter to the Colonial Secretary
tto call upon ILdeuvtenant Wheeler for an account of his
proceedings on the day referred tagga.‘g
Prompted by allied matters, government already had
Whesler's account., In it, Wheeler defended dispersion of
the blacks as *these large mobs of Blacks, always lead to
Cattle Spearing, Sheep Stealing,....and in cases of
registance, to,@,Maréerfe,gfﬁ.iist@d four sqguatters of the

region who would support his statements, and went on

In cgoncliusion I most humbly remark, that
as the duties appertaining to the Native
Police, appears |sic]| to have given such
umpbrage to a certain Class of dndividuals,
that the division under my Command, bLe
withdrawn, *

On 10 Jamuary, the Exscutive Council noted on Wheeler's
account that
The Reaport is read and the Courmil request
the...Colonial Sscretary to expresss to

Mr Wheeler the general approval of the
Government ., -

THenry Challinor, J.P., to Attorneyw-General, Brishane,
29 January 1861 {QSA&A - 48/6873, Col.S8ec. In Letier, copy
with In Letter 617359},

2D@§05i£ians of a Magisterial Engulryv...held...at the head
Station Fassifern...yespecting the death of three Abpriginsls
then lving dead in the adjoining Scrubeéﬁs{QSA - Jus /N7,
Toguest No.1 of 1861),

BﬁﬁtarmeymG@m@rai to Col.Seec., 14 February 1861 {(Q84 -~ 48/683,
Col,Sec, In Letter 61717, with copy of 61/16, Aftornevy-
General to Challinor, 14 February 1861).

4 . L ) . .
Z2nd, Lieuntenant Prederdck Wheeler to Col.Sec.; 1 January
1861 (QSA - 60/71, Jus N/2, Col.Sec, In Lebtter 61/3).

ﬁlbido
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The Colopnial Secretary does unot appear te have persevered
a4 month later with the Attorney-General's suggestion for

# Further account from Wheeler,

This failure by Bowen and Herbert to challenge the
doctrine could have bul put the seal on the doctrine. The
tribes, boith myall and semi-civilised, wers confirmed in
a gelfw-porpetuating cycle., Pressures both material and
cultural periodically pushed them inte large groups.
Whenever they thus grouped, they were ‘'dispersed’, It was
the end of an era begun in 1788 din enlighfened optimism,
and ended in the awful amity of squatter and officer and
townsman in ithe norith. When their tensions, fears and
hysteria in due ftime subsided, the doctrine survived intactl.
It was perhbaps these vears of the late 1850s and early
18608 that produced from William Forster, when he had
sublimated these years he helped to make, a funeral march
for ments ambitions:

PTis thus - a fatal race -—- where'!er we go,
Some phase of fitful tragedy appears.

We strsw the earth with marder, crime, and wos,
Mavcehing as in a monumental show

Begirt with mourning vears.

We pave ocur way with terror, bleod, and tears --
We wade through tears and blood.

fur path is as the ruthless track of fires.

Our passages a8s the havoco of a flood,

When from the wasted levels it retires,

Thus with whatever good

Our cenguest brings, or seems ito bring,
Perpetual evil mingles or conspires.

Pale death and ruin around our foeolsteps spring,
And desolation dogs our civilised desires, |

iﬁrsm ‘The Brothers', guoted in Don Dignan, The Story of
Kolen {Brisbane, 1984), p.18,
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o

CONDLUSTON

In 1862 in New South Wales, and in 1864 in Queensland,
after 30 vears of pericdic advoecacy to that effect, the
police forces were centralised, Thus the last substantial
ggurce of domestic authority passed from the moglstrates
to central governmeni. Gilven vigorous Bemnches, this nsed
not have follpwed: bhut in practice it did. Asked at the
end of 1863 whether they thought a return to the old
system edither practicable or desirable, the magistrates
of New South Wales werse evenly divided, Eightv-nine
Benches replied, the answers of 75 permititing of a rough
reduction to simple yves or no formulations. These divided
38 to 37 against a reversion. Inside this mumber, 49
town, county and gold fields Benches divided 26 to 23 in
favour of reversion, while 26 squatting Benches divided 15
to 11 against,é Subiect to the crudity of reducing long
answers in this manneyr, it would seem that the pastoral
magistirates bevond the boundaries, having already abdicated
their formal power t¢ an extensive degree, were happy to

shed even more to cenitral government.

Once again, as with the wealthy guondam resident
sgquatters of the 1835308, sguatting seemed to have turned
back on itself and reinforced its point of origin, the
Cumberland Plain., As central govermment was in the hands
of men bent on introducing free selection, the occasional
squatter was perhaps aware of where centralisation of the
police led with its "unconsitdtuiional and demgerous
patronage placed in the hands of the G0verﬁment’;2 bt
whether or not his alarm extended bevond a sense of tradition,
there were few sguatter magistrates to join him., They had

in large measure shed the formal trappings of power. SHome

gTh& foregoing derived from a Return to Clrcular by
Magistrates, 1864 (NSA - %4/861, Col.Sec. Special Bundle).

QME Rebertson, in reply 64/5071 of 10 January 1864, ibid,

7
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of them s1ill sat on the Bench, but bevond that they had
come to recognise that in the end power was wheres the
Empire had once said it was, in the disposition of Anglo-

Saxon socieiles to defer to wealth, character and condition.

The squatiters were fres to bhe any or all of these
things, For they were free as Throsby had said they ought
to be, alone, Ii was perhaps precisely because they were
alone that much of celenial society would never love tlhem.
And if this was so, it was a very hawxrsh judgment, just %o
some, unjust Tto others, but capriciocusly and irrelevantly
g0, becauss 1t assumed that society at large could in some
wige deny responsibility for one part of itself, and

because soclety dn doing this had to denmy its own hilsltory.

Some men had always been alone, and always would be,
tut that was in themselves. In 1861, still tempestucusliy
seeiing to own thse world, William Charles Wentworth
brought action before the Privy Council against John
Charles Llovd, Thomas Sutcliffe Mort, Joht Croft and the
brothers Tooth, alleging fraud on their part in the sale
of Weniworth's "northern runs' in 18%3, Broadly, he
alleged firsily that the speed with which Lloyd had cleared
his indebtedness to his backers indicated that Lioyd had
vadervalued the runs, and secondly that Mort as Weniworth's
agaent in the sale had taken a secyet i;rli;eres*b,ﬁ.w§ When in
April 185673, the Master of the Rolls found for Lloyd, an
ex~-sguatter and two Darling Downs sguatters, alil then in
London, reached for their pens. ‘For once at any rate'l,
Alfred Dennison told Lloyd, flaw and justice Are in
accarda¢¢*?2 tWirvtue', Arthur Hodgson wrote, 'has met wilh
its OWﬂAr@waréggﬁ 'L camnot refraint, said ¥W.3. Davenport

to Lloyd, 'from offering you the hearty congratulations of

E%antworih v. Lloyd and others, in the House of Lords,
Pleadings {ML - G.347.7, Printed Bookd).

gﬁlfreé Dennison to John Charles Lloyd, 17 April 18873
(ML = AL.146071, C.W. Llovd Papers).

3ﬁﬁdgsnﬂ to Lioyd, 18 April 1863, ibid,
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It took Wenlworth to be alone like this. Other men
were alone because history had made them that wayv. To
reject them was harsh, Tor otherwise, Thomas Parnell and
William Nowland, the sons of emancipists, ought never have
gset out with their cattle in the 1820s to circumvent the
plantation ideal that frowsned upon thelr kind and blocked
them, Oxlev's persons of little character and substance.
Parnell reached his ambition in 'Osterley' House in the
Hunter Valley, and died in 1856, leaving his widow and
his sons to contend with the Marra Creek Ilyving bheo—wewe- C
Nowland lived longer, long enocugh toe know the bitberness
of being ocriticised for heing simply what he was, a
anetime seeker after freedom. Tn 1861 he told soeoiety
fiercely that in 1827 he had taken up "the first dray thaet
ever went over the new road to [ the | Idiverpool Plains', and
in 1861 this old man with a legacy behind him of buffetings
by the Australian Agricuvltural Company, the blacks, sguatter
neighbouwrs more influential than he, and 20 years of legal
digputation, seemed to say that he had found his freedom,
ammd that kis critics were of little account:

The original sqguatters were the means of the
first formation of all the towns bevend the
boundaries of the colony; also the road side
towng leading to the above. Hut for the
sguatiters,; the people would have staid in
Sydney until they were smoke-dried, and
there would have been no gold found.
T part it was Nowland's fate, no less than that of the
Mzcarthurs of Camden on the one hand, and of the lowliest
*old handt of New South Wales on the other, io have been
pvushed into a corner by successive waves of jmnigration
that jostled them and coriticised them for having been what

they were,

'pavenport to Lloyd, 20 April 1863, ibid.,

QWilLiam Nowland, 21 January 1861, in letter Lo the editor,
SMH, 23 January 1861, p.3, cols.2-73, the quotations from
cols, 2 and 4 respectivelvy.
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Lt was perhaps natural that men placed Iike Nowland
followed him in ddentifying Sydney as the source of unreasorn,
and in this semnse, histoery obliged them to reject the
Cumberiand Plain that had once been their home, and indeed,
had been fthe land of their birth. Even Vincent James
Dowling, one of the finest of inteliects in New South Wales,
and one of The most equable of all men, felt obliged Lo
follow sult. In 18673, on the Warregoe and the Paroco in
wastern GQueensland, Dowling was at the stage of life where
Nowland had been in 1827. On the Warrego plains it was
wet and lonely and cold., *Patlience and perseverance’,
wiobe Dowling, 'will conguer in the end T presume,;, onse
neetds plenty of boﬁn?@i As though he saw himssli a speck
in eternity, he wrote, 'how I detest this universa} plain,

$a much saméeness and one never seems To progress’.,

Cold and wet, alone and weary he observed a foritnight
later that
An cutside Sguatter leads a wery pleasant
1ife ww wvery, The unhappy creatures in Syvdney
whe cry DOWN WITH THE SQUATTER only see the
bright side of his 1ife,J
From Dowling, this was not solf-pliyv., His critical faculty
was too acute for that, and hs was too equable. Ambushed
ont that lonely journey at a waterhole, a spear taking his
hat from his head, Dowling philosophised that 1 shall
always wear long American hats ~- the hlacks musi have
taken me to be long headed which 1T am noet by the bye,e.efﬁ
Then the realisi whe always yods armed with a rifle and the
selif-contained man whoe always travelled with several hooks

in a saddle bag, rode down the Warrego wearing bhis long

American hat:

g@owling; Diary, 18673, entry dated 29 Junes 1861
(Bidsvold Station).

=
“Tkid., entry dated 27 June 1863,
Bibidﬂ3 entry dated 14 July 1863,

5
%IbiégE entry dated 22 March 18673,
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«ocade My, Josephson's station Tindinburra
beastly looking place. Hutkeeper the most
Tilthy lookdng ruffian I have seen for many a
long day wanted me fto have some dinner. 1
shouid have died on the spot I am sure had 1
eanten anything cooked by him must be rank
polson. ..Drove on down the creek met an old
blackfellow and his gin in about 7 miles, thev
invited me to spend the evening with them. L
accepted their invitation, they made me a fire
and picked some grass for my bed, were
exceedingly attentive and polite, on the whole
spent a rather agreable [sic| evening, How
littlie satisfies one if one could only believe
in it

If fthe unhappy oreatures in Sydney' rejected this

the dichotfomy beftween town and squatting was complete.

Dowling left his own memorial to these years when the

frontier surged across Queensland, exactly as Forster

appeared to have domne of the late 1850s. ITn Dowling's case

it was & hyvmn whioch he himself may well have composed ——

he had the

capacity ~« or may equally well have found it

and written it out for the rain, the spears, and the

tniversal plain of the Warrego and the Paroo:

Beneath a wild arnd lurdid sky

I wander lone; Lord be my guide

For trackless wastes before me lie

And storms assail on every side

Though 1ighitnings flash and thunders roll
And clouds obscurs the paith 1 tread

Thou canst the warring strife control

And ehélter my defenceless head.<

1 ) e . -
Thid., entry dated 79 June 180673,

2., . . - 3 . . L
Undated ditem, Dowling papers (Eldsvaid Station}.
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Appersiin & H.5.4. « 1818, Notiona? hierarchy of pastoral land ssees {to 100 placas)
Marrd ¢ . griging
arrisge  Forma . : i .
Systems  Panking NAME FREE e CATILE Renking SHEEP  Ranking % Ranking e Ranking
EMRNCIPIST

4 Esq, BACARTHUR  John F Bona 654 8tk &03 st 27,419 ist et i Fed

F Esg. BRODES R. ¥ Self 1200 i #0 21 26,400 2 3650 ig
£sg, ALLEH favig F Z58 z 2340 b4 12,770 K Z470 24

TERRY Smi. ¥ Sen 650 7 3000 g 18,750 Ed B0y 13

E Rev, MARSTEN Sml . F Jalf 520 ii 3444 4 18, 5 4138 1z

WENTHORTH B, E 850 2 54t 2R 16,058 é 24,000 2
& {0X G, & H. ¥ Selves 216 35 3833 - 14,739 ? 350 i
HASSALYL Rowiand F 2062 3684 8 14,082 & 2682 2z

£55. HEDFERR Ha, & Seif 478 22 2318 E] 073 ] -

4 Lapt. KNG PP, F B24 4 530 36 13,880 0 ) 17
Esa. BLAXE AND Joha F Self fied 14 2257 g 12,831 11 &050 44
£3¢. LANSGH W, F Bei, 231 14 2500 & 143,350 18 2160 a0
Esg. THROSRY Charles £ Faphet 530 3 00 18 18,550 1 el 25

g COMMELY John ¥ 00 & - 10,500 14 1060

o Fsyq. JERKING Robert F Hor 41 & - 8815 RE 1660

[ FALMER Gen. Thss, F Self 301 25 1534 iz #1117 2 430
Esq. TOWHSON Robert F Seif 214 i5:31 11 8959 17 2632 %3
g, JARTSON 34r) Jobn ¥ Self 523 16 - 885 1 10,238 s
Esg. HOWE Wm, F Bonsg 100 2100 0 7850 1z 7400 2

EAGER, {tt.} estate ¥ 508 12 - 7628 20 -
EHETT i 17 22 940 18 7875 22 760
Esq., BROUSHTON W, F Fife Lt Pl €06 2 518 32 1R

I3 NICHILS Isaae E 235 28 HEL 15 B85 B 3318 is
Esg. BROWN W, 363 7 483 67 a4 8400 2

E Esg. JOHASTON Geo. F 300 2 00 220 &600 254 5t #

A MACRRTHUR  H.H. F Self 234 & fitx ] p3 600 258 1900

HAZZARD Robert 303 5 - &045 b3 58
& HOOK {Hr} ICharles] F 320 a3 12 5976 58 114
JAMESON anhn ¥ 285 24 855 22 5350 28 1204
CAMPRELL  Wm. {Capt.} F 380 1€ - 5700 & 2000 gar
CAMPBELL dohn Douglas 360 18 - 5400 314 2000 EE-]
Esq. L OWE Robert r Salf 175 g58 37 G400 215 530
Li-Col, Q'CONNEL:,  H,C. F Seif 125 128 14 ik ¥4 33 4498 i
g £5g. BAILEY Nichalas F Zeme 50 1505 13 5280 4 2300 2
BALIWIN Hanry B Seif 230 3:8 B30 fitr] 5250 242 174
B EROWN Uavig F 350 13 - 5250 k2 185
CR1BB Gaorge E 223 -1 BO0 278 £178 37 500
FITI5ERALD Richard B Galf 178 565 a8 1545 38 1685
MEEHAR James ¥ 186 G600 278 4500 2§ 4500 4
REDHIRGTON {Estate} 260 28 - 4354 40 2300 288
EsqG. HARRIS John F felf 250 & 1 AZ260 41 4500 i
THORLEY Smt, Son 270 26 - &350 &8 518
ROUSE Richard F Ralf 195 300 ety 43 1140 )
Esg. CAMPBELL 4.7, 237 28 - 3855 24 0520 31
GUISE Richard F Saelf 142 450 281G 45 £
BEST Son, g Baif 4] n 224 3450 264 4386
Esq, HORSLEY John 110 500 EFY 345D 25 1800
GRORD John F 103 800 70 3245 43 320
Esy. ROMSEY Thos, Setf 210 ~ 085 48 360
BYE dohn B 96 550 34 3080 52 900

{eortinued nowt pagel
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Systems  Hanking ar Squatter Grazed Ownid
EMANCIPIST
® Tsg. JOMNSTON  Ses. (Jdar.) F 208 - 3005 52 180D
THACKETST?  Thos 5 Fih 288 2880 584 100
¥YE doseph ¥ 120 380 2850 528 400
Rev. FULTON dy {fev.} F Satf 7% 540 35 2805 8 16007
TINDAL John 95 460 805 FEE 300
g Lt. BALMER {5} dukn F 115 445 2796 i 400
HILLTANS Georyge 183 - 2745 57 508
CARNE Thas . F Eplf 120 300 FH 58 1350
24 £sq. #@¥LDE Thos, F 174 - 7588 59 -
KING dames 77 ~ et ] [l 44
¢ BIWEER Eher F H - 258 g1 Q60
¢ FAITHFiRL  m. 13 Some kit R0 RSEG 53 1438
FOSTER Sml, 174 - 2653 g2 400
BADGERY James F Self 163 34 Az 24 1580
ROSE Thos. k-4 Self 150 7q 2460 a8 600
ARMYTAGE Charies 180 - jiied 284 -
[ COX . Salt 5G [ied 2404 588 -
RELHOND Fdward i3 158 - 2370 a8 400
HALL Gao, F Bons 150 - 2860 654 1500
Esg. RILEY Edward F 180 - 7250 52 §
ANBREWS Joseph 147 - 7705 73 -
CEARKSON Thos B 144 - 2180 7% 2000 324
B CHISHOLH James F Saif 142 - 2130 TE4 3G 134
SUTTER Gao . ¥ Sova 80 30 2130 738 AG0
BOYRE {men # Self 143 - 215 & 120
BRADLEY Jonas F Han 4{ 5 2100 784 450
CABLE Robert 140 - 2100 788 250
KELLY Hugh E 140 - 230 rEC 235
HARR Hanry 5 izn iy 20 ran 1000
MIDBLETOR 7.3 z 140 - 2160 FEE 250
CHAPMAN W, Eelf 123 - 1936 3 1300
HUTCHEINSON W, Ay 126 - 1880 224 1200
HOARS Vi 126 - 1880 &2 119
GRIEBOND . 80 227 1881 EL 710
MeDONALD  Alex 114 30 1853 85 170
AHLHIR isaac 65 292 1851 13 158
Rev, CARTMRIGHT {fev.) R, F 7 540 33 1845 a7 52
LAIRNS W, 120 - 1800 84 360
¢ £34. LAYLOCK Thos F 126 " 1880 BEE 600
NASH Ardiraw 43 350 1728 a4 50
WILLTAMS aohn ko Self HE - 1728 885 108
TARLINGTDN  John Sang 33 LH 1895 224 106
WENTHORTE  W.C. & Hgif 113 - 1685 28 1758
[LIGUARISHE] Sml. ad 453 1650 224 &4
Esq. LORD Simeon 4 Sslf 10 58 1650 4B 000 H
PUOR Horgan 10 “ 1650 BaY 169
RORERTS W, Self 1ig - 1650 4D o
LEWIS Richard £9 e 1635 28 kg
HUOWE John Seirl 78 188 1620 284 8i0
4 Esq, PIPER 2shn F 182 H 182G 25 2200 24

Source: livestock returns of H.5.K. for 1818 {NSA-4/1728).
The difficutty of properly fdentifying some individuals
gialifies the accuracy of the semence of land users.
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Appendix 8 B.S.W. - 1828,  Notioma? hisrarchy of pastora’ land users (to 180 plages)
I
Marriage 2;’1;?2 Qr:fgégs ytur Rarki & A
or I e AnKing It anking rea Rankin Area
Systems o OF # or Squatter  CATTLE  jamsypan” gp  SHERP 1858 1827 1BIE  Grazed 1928 1822 1818 Guned
th HSH EMANCEPEST Py
1841 REPFERY Wi B gelf 5144 b i 15,236 i z 2 123,600 I 2 2 13,000
& 806 FALMER 8.7, F self 3666 4 7633 5 12 77,882 z 16 1@ 1650
1801 TERRY Samue] g Soma 700 E 4 7 7400 7 ] 5 77,760 3 H ¢ 1,580
[eapR1Es?] {Capt.) F A0 2 - 60,4800 2 2000
1866 LRYSDE b F Self 1510 12,300 3 g ¢ £8 563 5 10 iz 145,400
1813 DICKSON John F 3000 g 7 2000 51,000 8 7 isea 17,000
s 1809 SERKING Fobart/Mrs F Som 3258 8 & 8 120 49,830 A T ST 1,875
1912 LOWE Robert ¥ Saly 2194 ? 4441 45,7233 & g 3 6085
1828 jExin g Thoias ¥ Self 1450 TG & 44 7EG 8 4,770
¢ 1814 BROCKS Richard F Folf 2127 g i4 1 3800 43,365 i 5 z 13,3
4 1743 MACARTHUR John F Sews 129 2z 2 13,598 H H I 42,728 11 s H 75,726
] 1794 MARSDEY {Rev.} i, i Self 1548 it 4398 5 4 iR,378 iz 2 § 784
1iRa® SAMISON {Sir} John F Seif o 15 3/00 37,200 15 57 iz 14,380
J 1807 FHROSEY tharles F 3aif 1521 s 4005 34,630 4 34 13 12,380
1aié WYLDE {Han) J, 3 Sa2if 2120 ] 30 32,790 18 455 kT
1806+  BLAYLAND dshn (3nr.} F Salf 400 ESD5 i1 18 g 30,38 I 1 4500
ERANT Jokn B Half e FoA% ¢ 28,570 17 4150
¢ 1800 5% Wim. i5ar.) F Self 846 £400 k¥ 28,880 34 863 12,836
KLENSERDERLFFE ¥, F Zalf 1913 145 - 2B 460 ig 1260
18%2 BEID David £ Self 1168 3700 28 38 L 4069
1823 IENES Geerge ¥ 1215 3128 28,485 £ 3000
o 1800%  COK . %Jnr.) ¥ galf S0 6990 8 28,478 28 15,250
1754 HUTCRT NS W, g Salf 1883 13 - 28 245 2% 458 A8A 5913
] FITZEERALD Richard E:4 Balf 962 4380 10 27,500 84 18 8F 208
LING James 1818 ig ig - 27,&70 £5 3 [ 3280
85T ROUSE Richard & bdvard F Salvey 1209 28ER 26,555 38 Fd 43 OO0
F 1805 MACARTHUR HH, F Helf 527 5033 g 6,004 sr @& 25E 24,507
1825 B INTYRE Peter ¥ salf 725 847 24,068 E 72,000
LOGHILL dohn E Zelf 718 4160 24,060 285 12,000
BLAN Gaorge F Self 400 GO0 1w 24,060 Aok 2640
1788 WEHTRORTH D, Som 1606 18 - 24,008 505 & £ 14,500
18¢2 HclE0D Alexender £ Seif 1138 2346 23,988 3% 0
1813%  ALLEM Amdraw F 561 EG62 23,601 F3 3 16,560
KEMRY Framis B 985 2795 723,160 34 120
& 18 fomEeed Joan E 50 H - 2.5 252 a 24 5245
1820 RAINE Thomas ¥ 2alf 206 3000 22,500 #EB 2300
@ 1798 CAMPBELL Robert ¥ Soma 562 4300 21,780 37 13,467
1742 JAMES(H John pag 3004 21,6868 8 >4 26 2
& 1758 BROUGHTON Elizaiie, F Salf plity 2000 21,008 38 7 &2
7 1415 G'RRIEN Henry F Self 680, 3258 19,974 €5 1600
4 1822 LETHORIDGE Robert ¥ sel. 580 3753 19,950 41 8000
1866 SUTTOR Begrge F Bon b1h 3508 149,658 EE 7EE 280
BHRADLEY Jonas I3 Bar: G0 3560 18,300 23 764 4260
b 800 CoY George # galf 821 33853 $9,374 PO £ ? £350
WOOD John F Solf v iena 19,255 E43 £4 484§
GAGHRIN <John Self 890 1258 18,512 48 000
i ROSE Thesmas 2 Sa2if 024 104G 18,600 47 £5 2460
JORNSON B, 650 2844 18,262 42 -
FORBES George a0 4705 18,144 42 16,0028
BG0w MEEHAN Thomas k-4 i) 2727 18,081 &0 2% Pz 2060

* pxte of areival of father

{wontinued nent page)
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Arrival

Marriage  OF 5837 G*r;gégs Futs A
or NEME uture - Ranking " Ranking Ares Rankin ed
Systens fetier encihey SR CATILE e va 1z MR s Tiap ima Grazed 628 3852 218 Quned
in
McHEHRY John 13 718 5 5
181 BERRY Mexander F 1200 e §§*§§3 bl e
1808 JONES Richard ¢ Self 333 e 17,373 pre Faaen
1825 BROWEE Marham d. £ 285 4175 16605 54 6,000
P 1879 EOWHAN James 5 Self 382 375 16,575 55 31,000
BYE Joseph 1065 140 15,575 58 538 "3580
HALL George ¥ self 1077 140 16,455 57 954 1244
WIB  CORDEADY W, & Ane F 405 3443 16,335 A prand
TINGAL Jokr P 737 (FEi 36,305 o 245 2576
a 1768 FALYER John £ el &47 3100 15,005 3 42 3000
A W KING [fape.) & {trs) F S 850 PR 50 15,000 si4 14 1p 1y,245
STREET Bearge 160D 3 15,000 28 1000
EEALY Edward ¢ 30 3680 ¥5,450 824 6500
NOMLAN Timothy 710 3600 15,450 235 £500
8us Josaph F sl 905 509 15,376 85 3360
1807 UNDERWO0D Josegh P 1018 . 15,350 254 ey
1823 ¥BLYER James 3 8aif 530 2400 18,150 888 2000
1823 RANKER Gearge £ Salf [0 ZHED 15,135 85 6500
¢ 17 BELL Archibald £ gatr 500 500 15,000 884 454 2695
HoDTMNELL, Jafin z 830 3000 15,000 o 2250
KENTWORTH George Beif 1003 - 15,000 g3z 2500
£0X {of Segenhoe) We, S04 2308 14,600 78 8000
1524 JAMES Thos Korton F 558 2008 14,370 73 30,374
1816 DRULTT (Agent} Geores Zona 550 TG0 14,100 73 5170
CARTER ey 180 3900 13,450 75 3000
GILYIE oy ¥ Self 500 1810 13,830 e 9000
1790 HARKIS Jebn F Bely 615 1660 13,740 o s a1 7884
ter7  STREET ok r S1F 359 Fe0n 13,650 78 2560
HERAER Johp P. gz 2474 13,602 73 5340
J 1750%  HUME Bam Hhon 5 Saif 162 2200 13,530 % 3790
BEOWN Joseph & Matthew a0 - 13,504 £34 260
WARREN Alax. g £00 1508 13,500 15 2000
¢ 800%  LOX Henry E seif 0 3270 13,280 B a7 8408
CARTHIIGHT Richard 700 45 13,185 a1 1280
1837 WIKDER T.H.M. F BEA . 120560 g5 7400
S LICIY . Saif 320 27 12,900 P 7750
G 1806%  CAMPRELL Rob. (Tert,) F Self 855 - 12,826 & 14640
RIDDALL Jebi 210 2600 12,450 a 17,860
BOMEN B P ety 827 . 12,405 s 28 540
SHITH Robirt Selr 205 1600 12,300 o 1370
P 1022 MgKEWZIE fK. F 750 2800 12,180 e 7300
g 1298%  MASSALL Jonathan P 4 2000 12,015 g2 3 8 705
ADGERY Andres ¥ Falf 480 - 12,000 234 §¢ 480
1825 McKELLAR Duncan E 500 1600 12,060 435 3280
¢ 1427 HAWRINS Thos. F H 457 1626 11,733 85 2000
PYE John 182 140 11,738 88 59 1210
COOPER & CTa. 54% 1125 11,£19 27 3000
182% BYRIE e, ¥ Brether 553 e 11,596 a4 28460
1815 HOME . Zong 860 660 11,555 99 18 3500
HALE James # R 430 1690 11,520 190 7133

Seurce: 1823 Census

The difficylty of properly identifying some individuals
quatifies the sccuracy of the sequence of Yand users,

* Bate of arrive] of father
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Apperdlix £, Livestock growth in New South Wales, 1821-1828
{after Parry, Mwstraifa's Firet Promgier, HMelhourna, 1983, p. 132, Tables § and 8)
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Sir Walter FARQUHAR patron of John MACARTHUR

Appendix £ Outline of FARQUHAR - DAVIDSON - LESLIE - MACARTHUR family and business system, ﬁ:f:lr
possibly the most complex of its kind linking Britain and New South Wales TURING
VWalter Stevenson DAVIDSON in business partnership with John MACARTHUR
@ herd ministerfal office , ’ L detantkmsmen
Q sat in legislature ]"——’“‘§ ““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ '< ————— _} ———————————————————— e e e T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T s e e T T e e "[
held government appointment R Katherine Alexander {sir) LESLIE FARQUHARSON LEITH Alexander
O reres bomart " STEVENSON #illian Y BACARTHGR
B souetter FARQUHAR FARQUHAR
2 _< ? o
r b I l i
(sir) - Anne Martha = (Rev) LESLIE John = Anne Alexander = Elizabeth CRUITKSHANK 7th Earl (Sir) (General) _ Mary James Philip John
(Rev) (sir) valter Patrick DAVIDSON BURNETT of Edward Alexander MACARTHUR Gidley MACARTHUR
Morton b drey FARQUIAR DAVIDSOM | RAMSAY NORTHESK GROGSON LEITH KING
ROCKLIFF DrorLY Physician to the let. Bart. Bart. HAY
Bart. Prince of Wales ? L
‘ J !
o
? e
r I ! I ‘ ! W ‘ [ T ‘ (Lady) (sir) (!) J (o) ijrgd! ! l ‘ ¥ 3 0 gg',
ine x B = 3 - Elizabeth Katherine Robert Ann Walter Jean = William Duncan = Frances Alexander homas = Jane Robert = Margaret William = (Lady r Sir Mary ohn Col) = Jane d Hannibal . Anna Philip Mary = Robert Charles ames Williem mmeling = wenry
f‘zb::‘ia §m C!::r;gs 3(23\1:31 cotgagnz F:;é&:;n . ??{rzn:d - “(,:;:l Catherine ’G&}:?;&‘ g:;r;::l Ann ‘()5:‘:; Af\‘:;;v)w = gm’ died DAVIDSON Stevenson ? LESLIE DAVIDSON (:ry ) RAMSAY RAMSAY Ful!:rzon Jane D:?g;;;\e :2?;;\' ?Erg;r§t ggvﬁ: GRAY | ::z:gs " Maria Parker LE%?:;;?’DGE COMPER HACARTHUR MACARTHUR islm, :2;:2;
rtha = 3 : RIE an Bart. Lindsa, LARK HU KING i
TON un. m. DAVIDSON Laird of 4 |
Harvie §th Duke of TOWNSEND SNOW GREY HOOK HAMIL A CARREGIE Horn HAY HAY i
FARQUHAR  BEAUFORT FARQUHAR | Harthill ELPHINSTONE Governor |
2nd Bart. lat Bart. ; lst Bart. of Bervuda H 1
1809 28.6.1804 i
J J y, , )
T ) ] |
I ’ \ ‘ l [ _11 [ Patrick {\I P ‘5 A '”“ Jb S HH‘HM\ Pntjick Catherine Walter Gejrge Em:‘h'ne Jemtes Tholmas Henrietta ‘Catherine = Christopher Ernest Georg Alexand: \mll [ Ma Thi Noi ! lel € ]H 3 Charl (Rev) Joh Arthi Elizabeth Phily A Joh Ma Hugh foma = F i Mary Charles
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Catalogue made, August, 1971, at ‘Tarong' homesftead, of
the surviving librarv of George Clapperton.

The first group of beooks was originally Clapperton’s own:
the second group came to him from the library of Bryce
Thomas Barker of adjacent 'Nanango’ homestead c¢.1862:
there 48 no information of original ownership in respect
of the third group. See Chapter 9, p.282.

Sketches by Boz

Lytton's Harold Last of the Saxon Kings

Iyvttonts The Last Dayvs of Pompeii

Irving's Works, Vol. IT, Sketch Book Life of Goldsmith
Milnerts Universal Geocgraphy

Spenser's Fasrie Queen

The First German Heading Book

Goldemithts Histery of Rome, Vols. 1 and 2

" Edinburgh Gazeteer, © vols.

Rellint's Ancient History, 4 vols.

Goldsmith's Animated Nature, 6 vols.

Idves of Eminent Persons

Poetical works of Hector Macneill, Vol.l

Edward Young, D.l., The Complaint, or Night Thoughts

The Works of Alexander Pope, Bsg., Vols. 4,5,6,9 and
10 (1757 Edition)

Popular Encyclopedia, Vols. 3 and 4

Willdam Falconerts The Shipwreck

Biographical Dictionary of Eminent Scotsmen, 9 vols,

Esgays on Bocial Bubjects

Lingard's History of England, Vol.l

Oenvres de Massillon, Tome Quatrieme and Sixieme {1810
Edition)

Tvitlerts Elemenits of General History

Waveriy Novels, 3 vols.

Geuvres de Walter Scott, Le Talisman

Southgate's Many Thoughts of Maony Minds

The Spectator, Vel. ITII, 1806

Boswell's Life of Johnson, 2 vols.

Wordsworthi's Poens

Thomas Scottts Theological Works, Vol.2

Compendious Grammar of the German Language

The Poems of Robert Ferguson

The Odessy of Homer, translated by Alexander Fope

Byron's the Corsair and other poems

A number of Barker's books, dncluding the Pope volumes,
were collected at various dates hetween 1816 and 1828
by one James Green and perhaps in the early 1840s were
given to Barker by !'Aunt Green’.

Clapperton's two veolumes of Geldsmith's History of Home
came to him from John James M. Borthwick, the first owner
of *Tarong?.



SELECT BILBLTGGRAPHY

Primary Socurces - Manuscript

{a) Private

(L) Government

Primayry Sources - Printed

(a) Private {di) Letters

{1i) Books
{p) Government

A%

C Newspapers
{c) p

Secondary Sources

{a) Books

{b) Articies
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Ta Primary Sources - Manuscript

(a)

Private

Archer Papers (ML). General correspondence
184%-1862, and a selective
reading of some other papers., This holding is
primarily a record of the extensive pastoral asnd
commercial enterprises of the Archer brothers
of *Gracemsre’. The wider value of the papers,
however, stems from the social amd economic
feadership of the Archers in Central Queensland,
IGracemere’ filling the yrole of social, cultural
and econemic nerve centre for sguatbers, '
commissioners, travellers and a wide assortment
of men of lesser consequence. The !'general
correspondencet reflects the large-scale nature
of this contact and not infrequently the
historically valuasble intimacy of the contact,
It was to the Archers, for instance, that
Commissioner Wiseman unburdened himself of
sentiments he may not have cared to voice publicly
or in his official correspondence.

Australian Agricultural Company (ANUA). Records.

Selected reading.

Baldwin, Henrv. {See Jewell)

Barambah and Tarong Stations., {ANUA)} This holding
is & photographed selection,
made by mysell dn August 1971, from the extensive
papers held at "Tarong' in the Houth Burnett, The
papers are at pressnt unsorited, and apart from
"Tarong! station records and correspondence dating
from ¢, 1830 into the 1880s, include alsoc some
papers of !'Nanango' and Barambah’' stations, and
are said to include also notes on the aborigines
made over a period of 40 years by the superintendent
of "Boondooma', Plans are under way to have all
the records at 'Tarong’ sorted and deposited in
the Gxley Memorial Library, The proximity of the
four siatdons Lo each cther may well give a
comprehensive dimension te the papers when sorted.

Bibbenluke Station. (ANL) Letter Book 1864-635,

Boondooma_ Station. {OML) Wages Book.

Boulton, E.B. (ML) Portfolio of 16 pencil sketches.

Clapperton, George, (See Barambah and Tarong

Stations).

Clift Family. (ML} Papers.

Cobhoroft Family. (ML) Papers.
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Dowling Diaries. (ML) During the preparation of
my thesis,these diaries
of Vincent James Dowling were in the possession
of his grand-daughter, Mvs, E.B. Jovee, of
"Bidsveld', The diaries, which span Dowling's
overlanding in 1858 and his pionsering on the
Darling, Warrvego and Parco Rivers in 1859 onwards,
have now been deposited with the Mitehell Library.
The 1861 journal of Robert Biggart Gow, in the
Australian National Library, can be read usefully
in conjunction with Dowliing's of the same vear.

Lagar, Geoffrey. (ML) Papers.

Bverett letters. {See Ollera Letters).

Gigoomgan Station. (OML)] Letter Book and Journal.

Gow, Robert Biggari. (ANL) Journal.

Hobler Journail. (ML) Vols. 4 to 8 of this well-
known 18-volume Jjournal
span George Hobler's pastoral vears between 184k
and 1851 on the Southern Highlands near Goulburn,
at Nap Nap and Pailkae on the lower Murrumbidgee,
and at Bacchus Marsh near Melbourne. This very
full dav-by-day account has to be read with care.
Hobley at times had a capacity for self-deception,
and on occasion what Hobler omitted was of more
significance than what he wrote down., He was
capable also of self~consciously studied attitudes,
and is occasional retrospective references to
events unchronicled at their proper time nsed to
be approached with caubtion,. Despite these caveats,
Hoblexrts journal remains the greal contemporary
connected pisce of writing extant of the age and
place it describes. Letters written to George
Hobler, Junior, after he returned to New South
Wales in mid 18308, have now also been deposited
in the Mitchell Librarv.

Ivery Journal, (ML) This holding, less its first
799 pages, was retrieved
several vears ago from Scotland. The extant
portion begins in 1862 and goes into the 1880s.
The author was James Ivory, son of a Scottish law
Lerd and squatter of 'Eskdale! in the Brisbane
Valley., The early years traversed in his journal
are particularly good for the eguanimity of a
squatter who had been successful and for a visitor's
view of Melbourne and Ballarat in 1862, The
Mitchell Library holds other Ivory papers, including
a journal of a trip to Scotland in 1854,

Jewell, William Henryv. (ML} Letter describing
Hennry Baldwin and

his family at Windsor, 1820,

Kelman Familv. (ML} Papers.
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Leslie Letters. (OML)

Lioyd Familv. (ML) Family papers.

The Mitchell Library also
holds a printed transcript of Wentworth v. Lloyd
in the House of Lords.

Melntvre Family. (ML) Letters and Papers.

McKay, J.C. (ML) lLetters from his sons.,

Mackenzie, Farguhar. (ML) Journal.

Mapsh Papers. (ML) This holding covers some

scattered papers of Eliza
Marsh. Their fundemental wvalue is in the highly
idiosyncratic style. There are also Marsh records
at UNEA and inward correspondence at *Salisbury
Courty.

Napnango Station. (See Barambah and Tarong Stations).

Ogilivie, £,0.5., {See Yulgilbar Station).

Otlera lLetters, (UNBA} In addition to these
letters, UNEA helds Ollera
station records and a superintendent's Jjournal,

Parneli Ifetters, {ML}

Poopin Diaxrv, {ML}

Robinson, George. (ML) Four letters from his
brother, Joseph Phelps

Reobinson.

Rossi Familv. (ML) Papers.

Sloan Famiiv. (ML) Letters received.

Stephen Family. {ML}) Papers.

Tarong Statione. (See Barambah and Tarong Stati@ns).

Uhr Famiiv. (ML} Letters received.

Walker, Robert. (ML} Four letters to his brother
in England.,

Yulgilbar Station. (ML)} Journals.
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(b) Governmen't

Justice {4) Bench Books of Courts of Petty
Sessions at Armidale, Balranald,
Broulee, Cooma, Deniliguin, Eden,
Gundagai, Moulamedln, Mudgee,
Queanbevan, Tenterfleld, Wagga Wagga,
Warialda, Wee Waa, Wellingrove (all
NSA) and Tarcom (QSA),

(it} Col.Sec. Letters to Magistrates (NSA),

{iii) Col.Sec., Special Bundles 4/730.4
and 4/561 re magistrates (NSA),

(iv) DNative Police fTiles {QSA).

{v}) Col. Sec., Special Bundles 4/7173 and
§/719.2 re Native Police (NSA),

(vi} Col. Sec. 1In Letters re Native
Police {QSA}.

Land (i} Maps drawn 1849~51 of the squatting
districts, and which survived the
Garden Palace fire of 1881, viz.,
Murrunbidgee, Lachlian, part Gwydir
and part New England, and Darling
Downs (NSA).

(ii) Maps drawn after 1859 of certain
squatting districts din Qld, viz.,
Maranca, Burnett, Wide Bay and
Leichhardt {QSA).

{414) Maps dissued by Department of
National Mapping in 1:250,000 and
1:1,000,000 series.

{iv) Col, Sec, In Letters re Land.
Seiected veading, other sthan for flle
of Dr Robert Townson (NSA - 2/7991).

{v) Commissioners of Crown Land,
livestock returns for Liverpool
Plains and Gwydir (NSA), Commissioner':
Letter Books, Wide Bay and Burnet
(@s4), and Darling Downs {ML).
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2. Primaryv Sources -~ Printed

(a)

(p)

Private (i) Letters

Adams, David (Bd), The Letters of Rachel Henning.
Sydney, 1963,

Letters of Alfred Joyce in James, G.F. (Ed)y
A Homestead History. Melbourne,
2nd Edit, 1949,

Letters of William Lawson in Beard, William, 0Old
Ironbark. Sydney, 1967.

M. Aurousseau (Ed), The Letters of F,W, Ludwig
Ledichhardt, Cambridge, 1968,
3 vols.

(ii) Books

Bennett, George, Wanderings in New Souith Wales,
London, 1834. Vol.1,

Cunningham, Peter, Two Years in New South Wales.
London, 1827.

Lhotsky, John, A Journey from Sydney to the
Australian Alps, Sydney, 1835,

Macguarie, Lachlan, Journal of his Tours in New
Sguth Wales and Van Diemen's
Land, 1810 - 1822, Sydney, 1956.

Mitchell, T.L., Three Expeditions into the Interior
of Eastern Australia, Adelaide,
1865, 2 vols.

Sturt, Charles, Two Expeditions into the Interior
of Southern Australia. London,
1833, 2 vols.

[Walker, Thomas |, A Month in the Bush of Australia.
London, 1838,

Wentworth v. Lloyd and others

Government

Government Gazette (NSW)

Government Gazette (QLD)

Historical Records of Australia

Journal of Legislative Council (NSW)

Votes and Proceedings (NSW)

Votes and Proceedings (Q1d)
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{c) Newspapers
Armidale Express 1856~50
Darling Downs Gazette 1862-64
Empire selected reading, 1850~56
Freeman's Journal selected reading, 1854
Maitiand Mercurvy 1847 and selected reading
Moreton Bay Courdier 1850~1838, and selected
reading
Morston Bav Free Press 1552-1858
Pastoral Times selected reading, 1859
Sydney Gazette selected reading, 1818-29
Sydney Morning Herald selected reading, 1847-62
3. Secondary Sourced
{a) Books
Abbott, G.J. and Nairn, (Eds}, Economic Growth
?ﬁégugtralaa 1788-1821. Melbourne,

Bowd, D.G., Macqguarie Country. Melbourne, 1969,

Broeker, Galen, Rural Disorder and Police Reform in
Irgland, 1812-36., New York, 1970,

Dignan, Don, The Story of Kolan. Brisbane, 1964,

Hardy, Bobbie, West of the Darling. Brisbane, 1969.

Kiddle, Margaret, Men of Yesterday, Melbourmne, 1961,

Lea-Scarlett, Errel, Queanbevan: District and People.
Queanbevan, 1868,

Perry, T.M,., Australiatls First Frontier. Melbourne,

19673,

Roberts, Stephen H., Historv of Australian land
Settlement, 17881920, Melbourne,
19214,

s The Squatting Apge in Australia,
1835-~1847. Melbourne, 1933,

Roe, Michael, Quest for Authoyity in Fastern
Australia. Melbourne, 1965.
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