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of naturaJ 11istory·; ctTH:i 

life of Coxen, town and squatt 

became one 

The line between Co"Ken aw1 Col\, drawn o distinguish 

modes of' tT't.ifflc: l:i11k_i_ng ar1d sql1,:;:t :is o·bvi.ously 

l:im.iterl; arbitrctry a.n;j f:r{1de 1 ,;:1.s :ts a sPco11cl I:ine designed 

to rnark off Christopher Rollestori +Htd Wl.lLiam Forster as men 

wlto d-j(J r1o·t corne to thf'.::: to11,l.n_ to w:i_d 11 their' ho_r'_i.zons 1 but 

011e11ed r1ew hor:lzor1s a:n.d i11 tJ:1e 1Yrocess helped to ho.ld_ town 

and t toge .. 

In the mid 1850s, there were two options open to 

Chri.s 

the 

Ro.11eston, After George Les.lie had obtained 

to 1 Brome1ton' in Moreton Pastoral District for 

what Leslie thought was 

the best action to take .. to take 'Bromelton' and resume 

his old posi.tio.n as Commissioner of Crown Lands of the 

Darl.i.;r1g Do1111s P;c1stora_.l .Di.strict at t1-ie di.stance of 

only sixty mil.es between his downsl.a:nd headquarters and 

'Bromelton' making supervision of' the s1:atlon a re.lati.ve1.y 

easy- 1 

·The alternati,·ve was to acc-e one o_f several government 

appo:intments in Sydney
2 

whl ch he had e.i. t:her been seeking or 

which had been offered to h:i.m. I.n 18.54 in 

Scotla·n.d I1E>- 11ad maT'r.ied G-eorge Lesl.te's sister Catherine, 

and whether he took up 'Bromel.ton' or not after his return 

of :resJJonsible-

government, he became the f:irst s of New 

South Wales. At some time within the next ten years he 

invested with Lou:l.s Hope and one of' SJ .. r Wi.1.li.am Denison' s 

brothers j Tl e Leiehhardt District 

1r1eorge I .. es-1.i(:; t,o ·v1i:ll.i_BJ:l1 l,es1iT? > 10 
Lecters), 

JR - l ' +· s _,_ ur:i. - .J.o w 1 

r1ms,, .'.3 

185.5 (oML - Leslie 
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opportuni 

which nevertheless br O\v'Jt ar.td l a11d together; s ocia 

i11 l1:i.s ov1n as a so11 oJ· t.he Rollz.~stox1s of \.Vatnall 

Ha.LL, Notts., and by marriage as a member or the vast 

F'arqtlhar-Da\tl(i s011-01acart_h·u_r,~,.L,+:~ s 1 :in bt1sines s ar1d 
l 

friend system.· But :in ho town and land together, 

this absentee sqtlatter 1 a.s lie _prHsc:xrt, became, went .further, 

for in c1n hiera.T'chic sense tl1J..s :ltteri.ng a.cquisiti.on to 

tlte civi.l serv:Lce 1·las a. part of t..:l1e grovrtng professional.ism 

of' the serv:ioe, It ,.,,as true tt1a t the :r:Lse ot' th:is n1eri-

tocracy was belng f'ed f'rom below men Li.ke the Hal.loran 

brothers and Elyard brothers: but :i.t was also true that men 

l:ike Ro.11.eston fed the process :from above, :for whi.le 

Rolleston, Abram Orpen Moriarty, and the Acting Surveyor­

Genera.l aft er M:i tcl-1e.i__l; s rett reme.nt > ~4..,J.e){a.nder Grant Maclean, 

:in.iti.ally secured e:iv:il. service appoi:ntmenG by virtue or 

who they were, it was by virtuco o:f merit, that they advanced 

to the top ranks of the serviee; and in this process their 

very persons helped attach prE,st:l..ge to those ranks. Some-

thing o:f the growing elan, erf':ic:iency and expertise o:f the 

service can be gli.mpsed i.r1 t·he. a:r1al ica.L sophi.st:ication 

report to t,he 1 l Census or New 

South Wal.es. The report could have been written only by a 

man gi undivided attention to hi.s duties., yet the 

relevance is that it was written a 1na11 tvhose person 

linked isl:1 1 Scottish arid colonial soc·:Le ; i.nside 

colonial soci.e linked the civ.i..1 service to the broader 

social ml.lieu of the town, and in Lurn linked the town to 

s q_ua t tir1g, Tltese remai.ned the cr·uCte outlir1es of a comple~x: 

social i11teract:i.ox1 v1l1ich succlnc expressed itself :in 

ar1d Der1isons t 

brother, o:f aboi;t three hundred square m.i.les o:f the Leichhardt. 
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Iiut in t11e 1nid c:Ln.d J';:}_-t,e ·18')0s:; dJno.ng t}1e }Yeo_ple wt1ose 

persons a:nd act.:1.0JJ.S te:n.dt:;d to reltt.cif_1/ towx1 an.d sq_l1att.ing, 

the d.o·yen wc1s 1ind_o·i.:i.lJtedJ_·y· 'WiJ .. liaJn F'ors t.t:'"r, the ma.n wh.o in 

1852 had turned his .formidable 111teUect to getti.ng ri.d of' 

Frederick Walker. ~[n Fo.r.,s t.er S(1·u . .;::i,t t:t:ng IYrod.t1ced. a.Imo st 

certain.ly its f'irst I eisured gent l vma.n in the sense that the 

Eng.l.ish tradition comprc1hended the lei.sured gentleman -

wealtb.·y, leisl1red_~ c11Jt-:Lv·a.ted.; ed11ca.ted. 3 wi.1 .. ling to d.evote 

his .leis11re to tl1e gover113:r1ce of socie t:y·" Both a Forst er 

and a B.laxland, both int.eJ.ligent and educated, Wi.lliam at 

21 in 18 39 was .fi.nanced in to pioneering on the Molonglo 

Plains, and later int.a squatting, parental f'amily wealth 

(the central stem o.f the fami1y, the B.laxlands of' 'Newington' 

on the Parramatta River, fe11 with the Bank of' Australia in 

18L18).
1 

Part of the price that Forster paid the frontier, 

apart from the death of his uncle, Gregory Blaxland, and 

the conviction that the blacks were to be dealt with only 

by fo_rce 7 wa_s a se:nse of~ c1J..l t·ctra.l d_epriv·a.t:i..or1.. fA miserable 

sort of outlaw' he cal1ed himse1f from the Mo.longlo Plains, 
2 

but conversely it was this sense of 1 os s that was best 

ca.lcu.lated to preserve him, and best ca.lcuJ.ated to give his 

lif'e ultimate aim. Nor wa.s he ev·er q_·(1:i. t e as .l.ost a_s hi.s 

youthful laments might suggest • In the 1840s, he emerged 

.long enough to di.rect at Gipps a sp.lendi.d satire, 1 The Devil 

and the Governor' 1 which rece.i.ved both nineteenth and 

twentieth century praise. 'Purgat.ory' the Clarence River 

may have been}J but it did not save 'the .faith.less friend', 

Robert Lowe, from Forster's pen. And when, :in 1854, he 

came back to Sydney a wealthy man whose squat ting ventures 

in Wid_e Bay were prosper'i.n.g 9 h.e ca.me 1'1T:i. Lh <:-1 comprehensiv·e 

view of co.l.onia.1 society perhaps i.:mr:i.va1led by any of his 

contempora,ri.es,, 

1George Les.lie to his parents, 20 Ju.ly J8l18 (OML - Leslie 
Letters), 

2
Quoted in Hoe, Quest .for Authority lP Eastern Australia, 

p. 75, and see passim, 
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:rt WElS i:n fac;t 11ot. lJ:r1.L:tk~~J')' tlJa.L F'orster was the 

7 s-y.l·vanus ~ w·ho tl1e prev.i.O't.lS y·t.-::a1~ b.a.d .lect·u.red t11e Enrpire 

.from Wide Bay that 'the squatters are not a class in the 

strictest mea:r1i.:ng o:f th_("- t.erm' <111.d t-l1at "J:>ha_:ntoms o.f 

aristocrac·y; ol.:i.garctry·,. f·e.u.d<J.li.sn1 _frigl1te:r1 ·y·oll from your 

_propriet·y· 1 C> ·
1 F'or tl1e Jrorster w-h.o c.c1mQ to Sy·dr1ey was, on 

the one hand, not prepared to Jet the squatters be 'thrust 

to the wa11' as Hope feared, but. on the other hand, 

believed that a place bad to be round on the .land for peop1e 

other than squatterso .lfo was another who wanted an e.lec-

tive upper house and beyond this he advoca.ted manhood 

su.ffrageo And here as a consequence he t'orged two unpara-

11e1ed .links between town and squatti.ng, for this kind of' 

mind, throwing i.tsel.f into po1 U.ics and into the inte11ec­

tua1. activity of Sydney, met a like mind in the effervescent 

urban radi.cal .lawyer, Danie.I Dc.1n.Lehy, These were integrated 

men in whom it were in fact idle to partition their 

po.1.itica.1, social and inteJlectuaJ interests, Deniehy gave 

Forster a literary outlet in hi.s paper, the Southern Cross, 

in which Forster ventLLated his political and literary 

interests, and as a socia.l and l.iterary critic Den:iehy 

was one of the fi.rst to app.laud when Forster turned his 

pen on the less commendable aspects of Sydney politi.cs: 

1 

'Whom will. ye to the fair arena send?' 
What troops of braggarts, mountebanks and knaves 
~Imposters 1 born to go\rer.n d1ipes a.nd sla·ves -­
Who wi.th the wind of' LIBERALISM distend 
Their cheeks, but private interest only seek 
Who, seeming fllllilani still l.ike centaurs end 
In iron hoofs that trample down the weak, 
Though to t.he strong they despicab.ly bend, 
Such men degrade the .freedom they defend --
Ye·t such) meseems, are I'avoured in the eyes 
O.f c.tvic crowd.s a.:nd towr1 d_emocracies --
Alas! for freedom, i.f she so depend! 
Constrained to tune for vulgar ears and throats 
The high swfiei. musi.c o.f her heavenl.y notes 12 

Chapter 6 above. 

2
sonnets 9 Re:p.1ic;1tox"·_y 

p~2-~ co.1,,2v .for De:ri:i.e 
No Q ··1 : _.§~O'll t1}~L..,C :ros ,S, J 

u s e ri t :i.q·u.e" 
7 ,January 1860, 
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The c11ltural Jir~k.ages _rel.rt OlJ.t 'be·:y-ond Ji"'orster and 

Deniehy. In Forster's cabinet In 1859-60 sat the brother-

in-1.aw or the brothers Bti.ckrwLl of Liverpool Plains and the 

Gwydir, Geor.frey Eagar, destined to .fo.llow Ro1.l.eston one 

day into the top ranks of the public service, and who :in 

1840 had wooed Mary Buckne1.l poe ttcal.ly 

(}ent.l.e <.'.ls t'a.:i.T' ... ~.-- a.:n_d. ±"a.:i.1"' <-_ls t:ho·11 art good 
T11o·u. ·-·_~~ Mary·! be tJ1e .i:n.spirer ot' m·y strain --

1 
Thou that fi.rst taught thi.s unski.lled ear to know. 

Socia.Lly the linkage ran to Sir Alfred Stephen, C.J., who 

in 1859 relieved the four day tedimn of a squatting case 

in the Supreme Court by writing a graceful and .light­

hearted poem about h:Lmself·. 
2 

The cultura.1 .link.ages ran 

to the radical Henry Parkes, to the public servant Henry 

Ha1.loran who had once sa.luted the explorer Mitchell, 

Each rock in Greece for ever, stands -- repeating 
Some high and worthy name; 
So shall Australian mounts, as lifo is fleeting, 
Preserve 1hY hard-earned fame, .3 

to the radi.cal poet Charles Harpur and to Charles Tompson, 

Clerk of' the Legislative Assembly, like Deniehy, Eagar, 

Hal.Loran and Harpur, of' convict ori.gin, and .like them a 

poet, and unlike them a man who had spent his youth squatt­

ing, on the Tompson ho.I.ding or 1 Eunonyhareenyha' taken up 

on the Murrumbidgee i.n 18'J2. 

It is 1 of course .1 not possible to measure the signi­

f':icance of a.Ll of.' these .links. They remained neverthel.ess 

points o.f empathetic contact .in a system at the centre or 

which stood Forster and Deniehy. In this respect, Forster's 

unique contribution to reuni.fying society, beyond that made 

by a Rolleston, a Coxen or a Cox, was that he went beyond 

I Geo.f.frey Eagar to Mary Anne Bucknell, 9 August 1840 (ML -
A.Lf504, Correspondence of Geo.frrey Eagar, 18J8-1888, p.17). 

2
' Of children <.his Knight had no Tess than eighteen •.•• 1 

J,To Thomas Livingstone Mitche.Ll, •. , on his leaving Sydney for 
the interior on an expedition of Discovery' (ML - MSS. 1009, 
Thomas Livingstone M:itche.JJ Papers, i8'J6-18.5J). 



tending to bring the separating interest groups together 

again, and tended to reach down society to men like Harpur 

who were inclined to view society not verticalJ.y but 

horizontally. In this respect, Forster softened society's 

meeting with the intellectual leaders of the radical urban 

thrust from below. He remained the doyen of all the people 

whose traffic between squatting and town went to moderate 

the changes that Louis Hope and William Henry Wiseman 

feared, that squatting would be 'thrust to the wall' and 

that the hierarchic society was doomed. 

Between 1856 and 1861, in some confirmation of these 

fears, parliament moved first to manhood suffrage (and more 

equality of electoral di.strlbution) in 1858, 1 and then to 

free selection bei'ore survey;
2 

and while electoral ref'orm 

had connotations reaching i'ar beyond squatting, it was 

squatting i'or wh:ich the suff'rage and free selection had 

peculiar joint relevance. For whLle it did not follow in 

abstract log:i.c, it followed in terms of actual politics 

that the suffrage and equal e.lectorates were a necessary 

corl(lit:i.011 for free selection 'tlefore survey,, And. a corollar·y 

to these political shifts was that the hierarchic society 

did undergo a marked change of shape, becoming politically 

stratified with traditiona~L and conservative thought con­

tained_ in the nominated upper ho11se, and. liberal 1 ev'en 

radical thought the general preserve of the lower house. 

These shi:fts did not take place without some wild oratory, 

wilder than John Robertson may have wished. In January 

1861, during the second reading debate on the free selection 

bi.11, the Crown Lands A1.ienat ion Bi.11, the radical David 

Buchanan talked about civLl war and seemed to conf'irm 

everything Wiseman could have feared. 

said Buchanan 

1 22 Vic 20. 

2 
Crown Lands A1iena ti on Act, 25 Vic. 1. 

If the Bill passed, 
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e1.1It·i.:tre [iv:iJl-j and the country [will] 
be studded over with homesteads. Let any 
body of squatters s10and between the bill and this 

ge -- 1.et them throw out this b:ill, and 
:I dare] affi.rm that. not a sqyatter [wilJ.] hold 

an .1..nch of ground afT. erwards. 

For Cowper and Robertson, vdth their extensive leasehold.s 

inside the tloundar:i.es, this was perhaps too wild for comfort, 

the mox·eso (i_f the:r1 cur·rent acc:usatio.ns v.tere sound.) tb.at 

ra.d:i.cal ir1d.'i..V:i_{]u_a.ls in ShoaJ.hav·en had. designs not on 

squ.at tag es, or even on leaseholds inside the boundaries, 
2 

but on the Coolangatta freehold estates of Alexander Berry, 

.In a , tho f'easibili ty of 

p<1s t.J1e .free seJection biJJ rested :in the fact that the 

init:ia.L .fi.ve-year terms of the upper house were due to 

on 22 May 1861, af'ter which the house would be nomi-

:rtat ed. for lift?,, Hobertson therefore held an effective 

threat to any obstructi.on, a threat reinforced by a bill 
. J 

introduced by Cowper to make the upper house elective. 

The free se.lection bill went through a reconstructed but 

nominated upper house a:ft0r the retiring Council members, 

on the eve o:f their termination of apnointments, walked out 

to deny the bt.l.i. 
4 

a q1J..o:r1,1m ... Pe mindful of a perception 

t11at a r1om:i.r1ated. ho11se cou_ld fJo rpackod;, unlike an elective 

l1o·uso, or JH:'.r1l1ips m~:Lnr:J:ful of tlie rad le al talk. abroad, 

Robertson and Cowper dropped the upper house elective pro-

had cherished in r.ite and j.n pi.Jb_lio since posals 

18.5:J, There were, after all,, l:i.mits to how far the men of' 

l''or the hierarchic society, the domi.:nant f'act between 

1856 and ! 

middle, l 

was that pol:L tic ally it sundered across the 

New South Wales to work out the problem of 

l 
De bat s , '30 -January 186 1 , 31 January 1861, p.2., 

col,,!+,, 

'3 
.~'""''""'' 

4 
The walk 

appoi.n0ed 
ou.t prevented the 

Robe1"tson to 'pri-ckt 

1861, p.5, col.2. 

ir1 o:f new members 
the Council. 



estab.1ish .a, mod.t:t.s vi.\rend.i bet1veer1 rnan as hiera.rch and 

man as numberso To a substanii.al degree, man as nu.mbers 

would resolve this problem, As the if one 

likes, Parkes as the owner of 

Empire (or, 

the Empire) had obser-

ved in 185'),. in lish societies voters tended to defer to 

character, condition and wealth, and in New South Wales, 

by and they would do so for another thirty years. 

As for squatti.ng, there was a peculiar sense in which 

it ' thrust to the wall' , but hardly at all as Louis 

Hope had envisaged, Equal electorates gave the town politi-

ca,l 

land()d command o:f po Li tics .• Politically, Sydney came into 

ltsel .. t', and this marked an abiding sundering between town 

and land to wh.ich the landed gentry and the squatters 

(where were separate entities) and presently the i'ree 

selectors would. fi.nd themsel.ves subject. This wider view 

of' 

focussed its attention on the squatters as subjects of 

popular demono.logy. 

ln thts sense, the land became isolated from the town. 

The and the squa·tters still sat in parli.ament, 

a.1 this was of course more true of the Council than 

of' the Assemb The history of' the Council ai'ter 186·1 as 

a mirror o.f the weal.th and respectability of New South 

Wales has stLl.l to be written. In t.he Assembly, apart from 

Forster, the other notable squatting leisured gentleman 

"\Vas ,John of the Riv~erina,, \VJ:10 would_ folloi;.\' ·Terence 

Aubrey as the President of the Legislative Council • 

. In the long run, the po.litioal changes between ·1856 and 

1861 woul.d be seen to be not 

at the time appeared. 

as fundamental as they 

And here there was a curious reward for the gentry to 

a and moreso t'or the resident squatters. Political 

ecl:ips :in t.lie Assembly tended to mean .t'reedom from poli­

t:ica.1 responsibi.Lity, and This was of' a piece w:Lth the 

doctrine of ana.rch:i.c introversion Charles Throsby had pro­

in '819. And in turn, thts tntroversion was of a 



piece with other changes that had been gathering shape 

before 1856 and which came to fruition between then and 
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the early 1860s. Unless these changes are taken to account, 

along with the anarchy inherent in pastoralism, the lack 

of political interest by the bulk of resident squatters 

seems nonsensi.ca1.. Between 1856 and the early 1860s, the 

frontier resolved its dilemma with the blacks, the 

squatter magistrates resolved their role as the decentral­

ised custodians of the Queen's peace, the squatters 

(a:lthough not rwcessarily only the squatters) came to some 

objective view of irresponsibJ.e man, and in Queensland 

some of them be.lieved they saw a promised land where one 

need f'eeJ. no restraint from goverrllllent, peers, servants 1 

or the blacks, In the early 1860s it remained for squatters 

in the oJ.dest squatted lands of New South Wales, on the 

Murrumbidgee and on the Monaro, to demonstrate that free 

selectors were political and social simpletons if they 

thought they were the sole enemy of' the squatter. They 

never understood that to him all men were potential 

enemies, even his own peers, and that this was what Throsby's 

doctrine was all about. 



CHAPTER 9 

SQUATTER AND GOVERNMENT AND PEER, 

1856-1864 

In the mid 1850s, New South Wales was experiencing a 

prosperity that generally rivalled and in some particulars 

outclassed the prosperity of the mid 1820s. In 1852-53, 

it was possible for the value of Sydney town lands to 
1 multiply five times :in fif'teen months, and two years later 

it was stated that arable land 

been pushed as high as £80 per 

:in the 
2 acre,, 

Hunter Valley had 

In his purchase of 

Wentworth's northern stations, as has been seen, John 

Charles Lloyd :in 185.3 needed only three months to accumulate 

£22,4JO :in discharge of hls balance of purchase price. 3 It 

was George Leslie's opinion :in 1854, when he sold Canning 

Downs for £54,000, that given another 

l l ·ft d th · t £200 1 .000. 4 1.ave 1. e , e pr1.ce .o 

three years he could 

He was probably right, 

because in November 1857 his brother Patrick sold to Robert 

Tooth his comparatively tiny and under-developed Goomburra 

and Gladf:ield stations for £Lro, 000.5 It was presumably in 

these same general circumstances that William Adams 

Brodribb, William Bradley's superintendent on the Monaro, 

went down the Murrumbidgee and bought 1 Wanganella' in 1855, 

and that Henry Bates Fitz, the superintendent of 1 Pikedale' 

in the Darling Downs district and grandson of' Mr. Commissary 

Fitz of Windsor, bought the station from Captain Pike of the 

Hunter Valley. 

This prosperity needs qualification. It was not true 

that a11 sheep and a.11. cattle sold readily at all times at 

1wilU.am Dangar to Henry Dangar, 5 September 18JJ, in 
William Dangar o.f Turanville (Scone Historical Monograph, No. 1 
1 96 8) • p. 2 5. 

2select Committee on the State of Agriculture, evidence, 
p.27, ~f, 185.5, Vo.l.2, p.327. 

3chapter Six above. 

4George Leslie to William Leslie, 25 January 1854 (OML -
Lesl.ie Letters). 

5MBFP, .JO December 18.57, p.2, col.1. 
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high prices. Distance, local market conditions, seasonal 

variations, market gluts in Sydney or Melbourne, all 

combined to interfere with high or even moderate prices. 

Particularly in the north, the boiling down establishment 

remained a feature of pastoralism; and the gold rush in 

1858 to Canoona on the Fitzroy River, while regarded as a 

disaster for gold-diggers, rescued nothern pastoralists 

from a domestic meat depression. 1 Nor was prosperity a 

sure guarantee of success. At the age of 19, in 1855, 

Vincent James Dowling bought a station on New England, had 

lost it within two years, and in 1858 was droving cattle 

to Melbourne, preparatory to making a second start at Fort 

Bourke on the Darling. And it did not follow that 

prosperity ameliorated the frontier. Fresh out of the King's 

School at the age of 14, Albert Wright spent the next six 

years superintending for his father in the Liverpool Plains 

district, and emerged inhabiting a 

dark lonely world in which he was still haunted 
by the dingoes' howling and the last struggles 
of the child he had had to disown and crush in 
himself too early.2 

The frontier di.d not sear Dowling until the 1860s. In the 

meantime, in search of prosperity amid prosperity, he wrote 

laconic sentences that described his overlanding to 

Melbourne: 

Tore myself away f'rom the refined and beautiful 
Miss Mark . '3 

and in lonely country between the Lachlan and the Murrumbidgee 

Met a man r~ding a horse of mine. 
Claimed it. l 

1see, for instance, William Henry Walsh to [ ? J Archer, 
29 May 1859 (ML - A.J882, Archer Papers, IV, General 
Correspondence, pp. 145-47). 

2 d. Ju ith Wright, The Generations of' Men (Melbourne, 1959)' 
p. 26. 

]Vincent James Dowling, Diary, 1858, entry dated 1 June 1858, 
(Eidsvold Station). 

4Ibid., entry dated 6 September 1858. 



But if the prosperity of the mid 1850s has to be 

qualif'ied, it was nevertheless prosperity. It was true that 

the prices of all pastoral commodities were much higher than 

they had been in the late 18JOs and throughout the 1840s. 

At worst 1 wool, mutton, beef and tallow were relative.ly 

prosperous. At best, they generated the confidence to buy 

cattle and sheep at prices not seen since the mid 1820s. 

And because the price of stations was still closely geared 

to the price o.f stock, and would remain so until a 

permax1er1t ter1ure gave stat.ior1s an intrinsic value of their 

own, then the confidence of men was measurable by the money 

they paid for stations. While the ready evidence is not 

available as it is for the 1820s, given this economic 

atmosphere it is not unreasonable to suppose that in the mid 

1850s, as in the mid 1820s, the greatest prosperity came the 

way of those with stock to sell to new entrants into 

pastoralism 9 a.rid ir1 sum, the essen.ce of' prosperity ir1 tl1e 

mid 1850s was that it wore several faces depending upon the 

ambitions of the individual contestant. 

The effects of prosperity on the social composition 

and distribution o.f sq.uatti.ng were several.,, As has been 

traversed, prosperi strengthened the nativist role in 

squatting by beginning to skim off those men not securely 

ancl1ored in J'Jew South Wales, and went o.n to enco·urage a 

traffic between squatting and town that tended to reunify 

the hierarchic society against the divisive changes of the 

decade. Prosperity invited new entrants into pastoralism 

who, according to tl1eir cash and credit resources, were for 

some time absorbed into the longer settled squatting 

districts: George Leslie gave way to his cousin, Gilbert 

Davidson; Patrick Leslie to Robert Tooth of the Sydney 

brewery family of Tooth; Wentworth to John Charles Lloyd. 

When these resources could no J_onger find outlet in the 

older districts, or when like Dowling a man did not command 

these resources, then in the late 1850s prosperity provided 

the economic incentive to re-invigorate the frontier~ In 

the process 1 as will be seen, it was r1ecessary for the 

squatter to re·~define his relationship with his servants and 

with the blacks, but the point is that colonial prosperity 



1vas a necessary conditioI1 to re-awake the f"rontier. 

What remains oi' interest, and what will be the 

immediate cor1cer·n 11ereo1 is the comme,ntary 011 squattir1g 
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provided juxtaposing prosperity and the exercise of power. 

On the, face of it, it would seem eminently reasonable that 

prosperity liberated squatters sufficiently to erJ€age 

themselves more fully in the 'aristocratic' function of 

central government and in the •gentry' function of local 

goverr1me11t~ T:t1e supposition hardly sta_nds up to inspection. 

And :if' squatters appeared to engage in the ex ere ise of 

central power and eschew local power, the difference was more 

apparent than real, for under the difference .lay a prof'ound 

shift in the distribution of squat 

Wales. 

power in New South 

In the redistribution o:f political power attendant on 

reSIJO:nsiD1e goverr1mer1t, t:he PI'lJrlCi losers 1vere the 

survivors of the J85 squatters .licenced under Bourke in 

18 J?. In 1848, these survivors (or their direct male 

inheritors as the case m:Lght be) numbered at least 11+1. 
1 

f~arni1.ies _represented the:J continuity- of 

colonia:i !1istory-; 32 of them belon.ged t.o the hier<"1rchy of 

-170 f>r.r:mier la1ld users o_f 1818; 44 simila1'l;,r to tl1e p:r·en1ier 

1 00 land users of J 828. For the most part, certainly in 

their upper ranks, the 141 survivors or 181+8 belonged to 

the landed g of Ncew South Waies: of the 41 magistrates 

among them in 18)1, oniy rive lived beyond the boundaries. 

Down to 18 tlie 14-1 f'aniilies were t!1e principal. social and 

political f'act of' New- South Wales, serv1r1g in gov-ernment tl1e 

fm1c:tion of ar1 1aristocracy',. Tl1is grotl.P alone sex1t ni11e 

of the members into the last islattve Council bef'ore 

r'espor1sible governn1ent 1 incl11dir1g seven o.f tb.e J6 elected 

members. After responsible government, in Hay -1856, only 

two sat in the upper house bef'ore 1862; and down to 1861+, 

only seven in the lower house, the maximum number of them 

at a11y one time "be_i.ng three,. 

1TJ1e dif:ficult-_ies of t:r'acing 111atrilineal descent a11d of 
iclenti rlg a q·1_ia: t t ed properties from early- rt.m list data 
mi.ghtj if J:'Gsolv·ed, lif't this :r1umber of survivors .. 



Apart from the politica,l s ficance to society at 

large, this substantial eclipse signalled the redistribution 

of squatting power among severa,l separate but over-lapping 

groups of squatters -- to Sy,lvanus• •commercial speculators', 

the coJllJllercial and merchant squatters of Sydney; to the 

lesser gentry who nonna,Lly drew no distinctions between 
l their estates and their squattages; to the resident 

squatters of the older established districts; and to the 

resident squatters or what by this time had to be 

distinguished from those districts, the frontier. Of the 

219 members who sat in the lower house between 1856 and 1869, 

SJ held direct squatt interests~ 

T'his direct interest (includtng those members with 

additional interests) numbered 12 merchants, nine pastoral 

and proressional residents or Sydney, 27 country residents 

for thtcl most of the county gentry, and 35 squatters 

among \'1horn \vore resider.rt; sql1atters; 1nerchants and 1eisured 

gentlemen, but who and large def'y any ready system of 

classification, A case in point was Gordon Sandeman, the 

Sydney merchant who lived for 15 years on his Burnett 

statior1, 1 B11rra.ndo\van'; another' was ,Jol111 Charles Lloyd rs 

brother· Edward Her1r;- 7 norn.i11ally a res.ident sc1uat ter, w11-o ir1 

the ccYurse of five y·ears li,.red successively at tBu1~bttrgate 1 

on t;he Liverpool Plains, at 'Denham Court' between Liverpoo.l 

and Camd.en,. at 'Burburgate' again, at ' ollen' on the 

Liv erpoo.l Plains, at Richmond Terrace, and at Rose Bay on 

Sydney Harbour. 

By another test of' the distribution of these 83 members, 

42 of them were magistrates in 1857, 12 of them being 

resident in Sydney, 15 in the counties, and 1.5 beyond the 

boundaries. .Roughly, then, by either test, they -were 

distributed one-third in Sydney, one-third in the counties, 

and one-third beyond the boundaries. Cle , theref'ore, the 

1r am indebted to Stuart Hamilton H-wne, great-grand-ne 
of tbe explorer, Hamill, on Hume, for a detailed description 
of how a nwnber of famJlies of' the country gentry around 
Goulburn r their estates and squattages. Private 
c ornmunJ cat i o:n o 
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redistribution o:f squatting power after 1856 did not mean 

any wide geograph:i,cal distribution. 'Ihose who could be 

regarded strictly as resident squatters, whether o:f the 

older districts or o:f the frontier, had a minimal share only 

of 

of 

al power in general and had a modest share only 

power. In the f:irst instance, of course, this 

was partly a reflection of' universal suf:frage and electoral 

distribution in favour of the town. But the crucial fact 

was that in their own pastoral electorates the resident 

squatters forJ'eited almost half' of their opportunities of' 

representation in f'avour of merchants and absentee squatters. 

The wine merchant, Daniel Egan, represented the Monaro from 

4 to 1 and Eden from then till his death in 1870. 

George William Lord, fifth son of the emancipist merchant 

S:ime on Lord, and resident o:f ney, represented Wellington 

and (or the Bogan as i,t became :in '1859) from 1856 to 

1878. Murrumbi,dgee was he1d from 1851 to 1859 by George 

Maoleay o:f 'Elizabeth Bay', and thereafter by his cousin, 

William ,John Macleay of Sydney, for another 16 years: 

between 18 and 1859 while the electorate returned two 

member·s 1 the i:r1cun1bent v,ti th George l'-1.acleay i.vas another large 

squatter resident in Sydney, John Hay. 

elec tor'a te 111as created out of ~1urrurnb 

When the Murray 

ee :in 1859, Hay 

held the new seat for another five years. These were the 

most graphic examples, but even New England which began :in 

!856 as a two-seat electorate he,ld by the resident squatters 

Thomas George Rusden of •Europambella' and Richard Hargrave 

o,f 'Hi e' :fe,11 in the mid 1860s, :following an urban 

hold on the electorate, into the hands of an absentee 

squatter, Theophilus Cooper of Maitland. Exclusive of the 

men nominated to 'swamp' the Legislative Council in 1861, 

103 men sat in the upper house between 1856 and 1869. At 

least 37 o:f them held direct squatt :interests. Only one 

of them, Edward David Stewart Ogilvie of •Yulgilbar• on the 

Clarence River, was a resident squatter. 

The profound shif't in squat t poi-v-er attendant on 

responsible government was therefore large a social 

phenomenon in which power passed generally from one set of' 

absentee owners to another set of' absentee owners: and 

part,ly by their own default the resident squatters of New 
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Sol1th Wa1es .failed tv rnore tt1a .. n. Lu;_l_f t.tt.i..1.ise the geogra.r)lli.,c 

redistributi.on that did come their wayo Sr111a t t:i .. r1g power, 

a1. thol1g:t1 s11bs ta:ntia..l 

and close to Sydney, 

11ow- in dt.ff\:rer1t J1.::.i.:r1ds 1 remained :i.n 

O:ne st.1JJ_ h:t::td to go to the drawing 

rooms of the C1:un·ber.la:r1d PJa:1..:r1 to c.(_)111.l)J.ete an.y e_xpla.nation 

It was quite in the logic 

of these terms that 3 for a varie o_f :irr1medJ .. ate reasons 

ranging from political am·b:i.tio11 to a co.r1ce.rn for oners 

health, some of the wealthiest of the county and resident 

squatters turned to Sydney in the 18.~0s ·~··~ William Forster, 

William Bradley, .John Hay, Henry Dangar and, a little later, 

Edward Henry Lloyd, There was thus in the i850s a strong 

tendency for squatting t.o turn and reinforce its point of 

original origin, a tendency that progressively beheaded the 

process o.f hierarchic and traditiona.1 development beyond 

the boundaries --· for th:is failure of' the really wealthy to 

enrich and civilise the lands that created their very wea1th 

logica11y debilitated the efforts of the hierarchic society 

to re-order the frontier in its own .li.keness~ 

Wl1at vvas l.eft to tl1e res:lder1t squatter as magistrate 

was his 'ge.ntryi f~·t1nction of local goverruner1T~ This had 

been the i1nm.ediate role cast for :him lTy· t.t1e lLierarchic 

society .i.11 its bid to ro~~strl1ctu .. re t;:he f'ro:n.tier =,- and as 

has been seen, in the late 1840s and early 18.)0s the squatter 

magistrates for the most part entered upon this responsibi.lity 

with enthusiasm 1 di.l:igence an.d a wish to .learn"' As this 

energetic acceptance of tradi.tion occurred i.n a time of acute 

and therefore di.stractirlg econornic distress 1 it was riot 

unreasonable to assume that prosperi.ty would allow the 

flowering of' a more leis1Lrt:d rnagistracy 1 one of w:i.llir1g 

capability to both put down the roots of an enduring 

hierarchic pastoral society and set :in motion the process or 

er1ricl1i.r1g a11d civ·i1.i.s:ing the sq·uat t ed la:r1ds ~ 

Yet i:r1 greate:c o.r~ Jesser degree 1 a11d with the conspicuous 

exception of the Wagga Wagga district, this was never to be. 

In the sense that the reaJJy wealthy squatters def'aulted in 

a responsibiJ.ity to the squatted lands and the frontier, so 

in the ear1.y· and mid 1850s mar1y· of t .. he mag:i.s t rat es defaulted 

i.n t'hei r i.rnmedJ..a Le r·espo11s.:iJ:_1j 1.i to t_he 13e:r1cl1"' Tl1e near 



collapse of J·ustice bey·o:r1d the bou:r1dar:ies is easily 

described: an explanation of the collapse is much more 

difficult. 
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The crucial point in the efficacy of a Bench was 

that while a magistrate could sit in sin.gle jurisdiction 

in relatively triv·i.a1 matters such as the drunksi parade, 

issue warrants, deal wi.t.:t1 correspo.nder1ce arid generally 

offer the c.lerk administrative direction, he was severely 

circumscribed by the many Acts (including the Masters' and 

Servants' Act) that required jurisdiction by at least two 

magistrates, Therefore while one diligent magistrate 

could probably maintain a fair measure of local 

administration for some years~ jt1stice on the other har1d 

realJ.y depended on the capacity of' thee Bench to provide 

double jurisdiction. By this test, following the halcyon 

inaugural years of' the squatting Bench, justice broke down 

fairly quickly over much of' the squatted lands.. The 

endo.rsement, 1 case rernar1ded as only one magistrate presentt 1 

or words to that effect, can be found frequently in any 

Deposition or Bench Book of the period, A return of' Bench 

attendances compiled for the years 18.58 and 1859, when the 

system had reached its nadir, shows for example that in 

terms of mathematical possibilities in this period only 16 

double jurisdictions could have been possible at Kempsey 

out of' 131 sittings, at Armidale J.5 out or 175, at 

Balranald 7 out of' 1+6, at Moama 16 out of" 61, and at 

Bombala nine out of' probably .58. The return is too defective 

to allow firm statements about many of" the other Benches 

beyond the boundaries, but at the other extreme from 

substantial collapse it does appear to say that at Cooma 

in the Monaro and at Wagga Wagga there functioned an 

ef"f'ective system combining 'daily' single jurisdiction by a 

police magistrate and 'weekly' double jurisdiction by him 

d h 
. 1 ar1 an . or1orar·y mag1.stratea 

1 Attendances of' Magistrates at Courts of' Petty Sess.ions, 
18.58-60 (NSA - 1+/7JO.ii, Col, Sec, Specia.l Bundle), 
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This ser.io11s defa'l11t of ·the nia.gistrates co1Lld be 

traced in extensio co1u:1t.i .. rtg at te:nda11c:es f'ron1 court 

records a.nd press re1)orts of tl1e ·18')0s; it seems reasonable 

to reduce this project to a sampling; to Armidale 1 the 

ol.dest and largest squatting town in New South Wal.es; and 

to two f'ror1tier ·v:i.1lages 1 BaJrar1a.ld or1 tJJ.e lower M11rrum'bidgee, 

and 'faroorn ir1 t11e Daws on Va.11 ey"' Ir1 the enthns.lastic days 

of ·1s50 at ·Ba1ran.a1d, <iS man.y as f'ive magistrates sat on 

the one day. But over the seven years 18.50 to 1856 both 

inclusive, the Balranald Bench mustered double jurisdiction 

in respectively ten of 15, eleven of 2·1, i;hree of f'ive, one 

of' six, two of' f'our, two of' ten, and two of eight sittings. 
1 

The Taroom Bench, established as late as 1858, sagged more 

precipitately" In 1858 it mustered double jurisdiction in 

seven of eight sittings, in 1859 in nine of 13 sittings, 

and :Ln 1860 in nine of 16 sittings: the substantial collapse 

came in the .last f'our months of' 1860 when the magistrates 

sat in daub.le jurisdiction in on.ly three of the nine 
2 

sittings o.f the peri.od, and in the next year a police 

magistrate was appointed to the Taroom Bench. Because of' 

the incomplete nature of' the records, the decline at 

Armidale has in part to be inferred. As early as 1851, the 

squatter mag is trat es cal.led for the appointment of' a 
·. . . .3 resident magistrate in The town, and Dr Thomas Markham 

of Armid\ale was placed in the Commission of the Peace for 

this purpose. On the other hand, the squatter magistrates 

with Markham (after his appointment) sitting quarterly 

nnder common law Jurisdiction as the Petty Debts Court 

failed only once in eight years down to 1856 to maintain 

double jurisdiction. 4 By this time, however, the squatter 

magistrates had all but disappeared f'rom Petty Sessions: in 

1
Balranald Petty Sessions (NSA - 4/5505, Balranald 

Depositions Book). 

2 
Taroom Petty Sessions (QSA - Taroom Depositions Book). 

3Armidale Bench to Col.Sec., 
Armidale Police Letter Book, 

7 July 1851 (NSA - 4/5484, 
Letter 51/91). 

4 ' Armidale Petty Debts Court (NSA - 4/5469, Register of Cases 
under 1 0 VI c 1 0) , 
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tl1€ ·year 1 

a total of' '" .Ir1 the same 

'1857 1 1'1arkt.Lam sat 

80 times 

Christo 

the Commiss.ioner o.C Crown Lands (firstly Edward 

1"' Merewet11er and thr:::1 Abran1 n Moriarty) 

The Bench .t'ailed to provide: doubl diction in 82 of 

the 127 sittings foT~ thf: .Y·ear, and wl1e:r1 ;.1,:1rkham resigned 

:in Fe 1857, this Jurisdiotton prevai.1ed at three only 

of the next 16 sittings, 
1 

wid 

The most i.inmediate and attract:i.ve expJanation for the 

defa11-1t of the squ<:itt-er magistrates was the 

d,i s tar1ce of' their stations f'rorn tl1ej ·r Bc,11ches ~ At \'iagga 

Wagga 1 \fhV.Lre a reasonably efl:ic l er1t I3er1ch per·ta:ined f'ron1 

the late 840s, two of' the strates, ,John Peter of Gumly 

Gumly and Frederick Anslow Tompson of Eunonyhareenyha, 

lived witit:t:tt i':i·ve m.iles (JJerhaJJS an 11o·ur s r·.ide) of tf1e 

Bench, Ax•nddale on the other hand was entirely surrounded 

by absentee"held stations and the resident squatter 

magistrates i1ecessa1~:t1:~r l:tv·ed at distances of tv.le11ty to 

f'orty miles away (a ha.1f' to a whole day's ride) from 

Arn1i.dale" 2 }!"'or t:he :nearest traLes, lohe Marsh brothers, 

tlils involved an over-night stay in Armidale: and for the 

rurthest, John Everett, a three round journey. Not 

surpr:is there is no suggestiot1 in h.:Ls corres1}011.dence 

or in Lhe admittedly i.ncomplete extant court records that 

Everett ever sat on the Armidale Rench. 

Cooma on tl1e }ionaro represex1ts a mixt11re of' lfagga ga 

experience and Armida.le social geography, 'fhe t owr1 was 

pressed close on the north and the south by· William 

Brad rs abse11t;ee holdings 1 a11d the prob.lem '"'as 1net b;r, 

prt.~swnab ~ Brad v..-:i.eld.ing a J)atronagH commensurate tv:itl1 

his W{::alt.h irL havin.g :J11staJJe~d ir1 t.he Comn1issi.on of the .. Peace 

1
Atter1da11c0s co·u11tHd f'rom Pol:icP ().f'fice s in 

(UNEA)" 
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an I.n. th;;? inoI'f! ar·isto;:·_ra tc atrnos·phere of New 

late 18 lar1d * nor 

exclus:tv among squat tens, d d radi.·tion still govern 

ine11 1 s sense oi" the;; pro_per" A Si;;":lf?r:t Conunittee o:f lttqu:i.ry 

ways of ade 

.four1de.red Sl:t.bstar1t_ial .. ly· £Jn tl1is :t'OCk of t.rad.it-ion 1 neit11er 

the eommittee nor its var.legated witnesses able to think 

their way 

trai11ed rna 

po.Uce 

it, for instance, to a professional, paid, 

stracy (a cor1cept .riot to t.ie confused "'iVith the 

strates ol tllE time 1:vl10 \•;h:ile pa:id1' were not 

trained for their dnt.ies, 
I gent.I emen), 

and w110 remained, like the 

hon<)T'a:ries 1 

Ort occasion at the tredi~ion explicitly 

recalled witnesses from going forward to meet the 

env_i ronmer1.t # Pll1nk.ett suggested that t.he lJeiich cler-ks be 

a_ppoirrted <'J.ftel"' r>ro:f'essional examination'} a11d the11_ drei.v 

back with the o·bse1'vatior1 that rlo gov1::rnmer1t could tolerate 
2 

such an infr ement of tts t~xercise of patror1age. The 

.li_b era1 Cliar.les Han1ilto,r1 \l"a.lsf1, soon to be may~or 

of (}oulburr1 arid Iibe:r'al ni.errlbe1_., of tl1\:: ~l\ssembly-, men_tior1ed 

those 

districts 

endents who coJllffianded the confidence of the 

.Lived in and who would theref'ore 'be very 

eligible as ma stra tes i"' Trad i l !. on hauled him back at 

once: 

Tl1ere is~ hov{ever, a dtf.ficult;.r '"itli res1)2ct ·to 
their admission 5 because tf you open the door 
once to let in superintendents. there is no 
saying where it will end.J 

It was, in f'act, not :improbable that Brodribb's 

appointment in the la·te ~840s was a of the social 

1
Select Committee of' I_nz1·t1iry· i to the State of the 

Magistracy, 1858, VoJ.,2, pp, 7 19c3" 
., 
~I b jc d , , , 1 



remark to tf1e €c:f'fect th_ilt i_1nd£,s.J_rdb1e appo:i_n_tme11ts to tJ:1e 

Commiss.io11 l1ad begun._ .:in t:t-1e of S.i Char.les F.itzf{o).r-... 
1 

And when in l Henry rs g-ex10x-al man-ager 0T1 Ne\¥ 

EnglarKl, Arthur Hnnter Palmor, was aced in the Commissi<>n_, 

a·rourld Armida} e 1 a Sy-d11e)' ele-c tor f'o.r the tab.le .land asked 

the member in an open let~er: 

The 

W:ill ·y-ol:t be good e to ir1t'orm y·our 
constituents whether it was by your 
recommendation that Mr, H, Dangor's sheep 
overseer 1-vas f)laced Jr1 tf:u2 cornn1ission of tl1e 

,? 
_peace;~ 

the clash between tradition and envi.ronrnent in i.ts own 

attitudes, A year prev.i.ou in December 1856, 

it compla.ir1ed of~ tthe 1101i-~tte.nclance of tlie :r1eighbouring 

n1agistra tes i "'J Several ;vee};:s 1.a te.:t' it accused. the 

rnagistrates of c~)_nsidering their -c.it1e 'a mere honour 
' \'Yithout the troL:i..l11e of atte:nd o.n. c OUt"-t da)'S 'I ¢. 
4 ·T11iO 

montb.s later agoi.n, :in March 18.57, it observed that the 

magistrates 'reside at too great a distance •••• to attend, .. 

\•Ji tho1tt s1xfi'eri11g .inconven . .ience 9 if' not loss i,, _5 Ir1 

Novembet~, i.t t:o.l.d the in_d j_ rer after Palmer's 

appointment that; 'the query cou.ld be 

grace r and that 

with a better 

Wl1ile it is desirable that mer1 star1ding Jn a more 
independent position should general.ly be chosen 
:for the magistracy,, we are ai,rare th.at the 6 
question is o:ften, r1arroWE'.d inc:o- 11 Hobson's cl1oicett,. 

1 
·see 1 for ir.tstance, ibid~, t11e evi.dE.,nce of· 1'--ir~ Justice 
1~t1erry, p. 1 arid of' .Joh11 f:I1J.l1e1"t PllrnkettJ P~ 1_33~ 

d. , 2 7 De 

li_b. d 1 ",· .l 1 ' "' j 

' ' 
6.I, . ' 

OlU" $ 

7 November 1857, p.J, col.1. 
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1fhe diff:ic::-u.1 ties &l'_i.s.ir1g :fr'Olti dtstar1ce tl1er'efore of'.fer 

tl:1_e rnost Jmmedtr:i.te e.n_d attrac·r-.tve ex aJ1<1tior1 :f'or tl1e 

widespread default of tlie squatter str'<-J-tes~ Yet it is 

an anation with as m1tcl1 decer)t:ioJ:1 i11 it as real.ity-~ 

Before its sucldc•n dec11ne in .late 0, :four o.I the Taro om 

Benc:r1 1 s e 

reaso11able reg·1.1lar'i tJr 1 a11d tt1e ott;.;.:;·r fo1tr s2t fro1n time to 
! time. brothers Royds of Juandah, located as far from 

Tat·oom as J'ol1n Everett was f'rotn Arrntdale J l:)etw-ee11 t:r1em 

attended nine of the first 37 sit s _,, This high 

per·foT'Jnance at ·raroorr1 was n_ot er1ti altr'uistic ~ As at 

Ter1:teT'field a decade earlier 1 there v1ras a strong ten.der1cy 

among strates to bring their own servants before the 

Bench, and the physical presence in Court of plaintii'f 

magistrates had the .incidental o ffec t of making the pla.intiff's 

available to sit i,r1 cases other' tl1nn thP.ir own~ This mixture 

of' altrui,s1n a11d immediate se.l.f-ix1terest, ho¥iever 1 merely 

len.ds \Ve:i to the po.ir1t tt1at distance \Vas not a barrier 

given the appropriate motivation. 

The Armidale magistrates themselves made the point. 

Given the need or the incent:.i.ve, they could stll.1 muster to 

their On J October 1859, £our magistrates includ 

two .r•es:tde11t squ.atters saL ·1 rl t11e Pet 

later in the day the magistrates sit 

of the List compri.sed Palmer, a vi 

Debts CouI't, and 

f'or the Revision 

.absentee 

squatter, another vi.sit squatte1"' 1 a11d :fou-.r' -r·esid(;nt 
2 

squatters~ ~4.nd 0110 of tJ1i.s 1<1st group 1 Her1:r·y Arding 

'Thornas, alone raised the quest.tort of' rnot:Lvation"' In the 

same year t11at Palmer hx"oke tt10 corc1or1 of al1s011tee 

owr1e:rsJ1ip arour1d Ar1nida1e 1 Tl1on1as broke it agai.n w~11en he 

bought Duma.resq¥s vsaumarez 1 statior1 five miles west 

of i'\rrn.i{ia1e ·' ... 4.. rr1agJstrate arH3 :f'airl)t wPalthy 1 he t·hus 

ed l1in1s.el:f (.lil<>C-: :rr.1ttr1 Pete.t~ <:it Wagga l\7agga) witl1iri Bn 

hourrs rifle: o.f the t0Vi.~r1 1 but tlf~ nevex~ sat i.n Petty~ Sessio11s, 

so inactive that the return o.f magisteria.l 

21+ opj)os:Lte-~ 

2Police Office report, 
P~J 1 cols., h,, 

14 \Jc t ob er 1859, 
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attendanc s :i_n 

omitted to rneI1tinrt !:1im,, ·i 

Wagga Waggo is .ir1str11ctive~ Peter was a Scots Presbyterian 

w·ho acq·uired Gl1rn.15r (}r1mJy~ statior1 ma_rr-yir1t_; its widowed 

oi;.rner 1 one M-rs,, Botlrke.., He t;;as i11 18l18 or1e ot' the 1!+1 

surviving pastoralLH·ts licerlced by Governor Boll:t'l\:_e ln 1837, 

and ir1 tllH .late i850s \Vi t.h the 1vi.thdi~ci\.Vt11 oi~ mer1 1i.ke 

'Williarn F·o_rster 1 Jolrr1 liay an.d tl1e eo11sir1s i\lacleay· to Sy-dney, 

PeteT' w~as aJ.tnost undo1:::_btecLt)r tt1e i..vea . .l tl-"ies t r·es.ident squatter 

of' New South Wales. It is not possible to say in what part 

he i11l1erited (lrorr1 ttie MacJeays) a11d in what par't he 

originated the hierarchl.c concern that was a dominant theme 

i.n the si:r1gt11ar social urti ty· arou_nd Wage,a 

As has been seen, he was forward i11 the founding of 

the Bench and of the f'irst National School, and in the 

l860s would give the money, £500, ror the building of' the 

Presbyter.ian Church. Too much could perhaps be claimed for 

him: the crucial point was that accord to his mea11s, 

promin.ence and J~nf'luer1ce, he co11fo1.,,med to tl1e lln.if':y-ing 

pattern of the district. In the 1870s this unity would 

produce ters an10Ylf'.S t.11.e e-1ect-0d aldermen o.f tl1e town: 

in the 18.50s :it entailed most direct attendance at Petty 

Sessions~ In the late 18.)0s wl1er1 Peter took a.n extended 

11.o_liday in Melbo1J.r.ne,. ,JoJ1r1 Gordo.n of' 1 Bora.n1bola 1
1 17 miles 

.from Wagga Wagga, attended 47 sitt. s o.f the Bench i.n two 
2 years: whoever established the tradition of service in 

i~-ragga iVagga 9 it claiJtted many 1nen; of' i-Vhom Petei· was i_r1 t11e 

1850s the most prominent, because tt1e wealthiest and most 

powerful. 3 

1Atter1da11ces ol ist.:r'ates at C~ourts o_f Petty Sessions, 
1858-60 ( /7'JO.l1, CoL Sec. ci.?d Bundle), 

') 

~TbicL 

'i 
_ ... The foregoi:r.tE;' s t:i.rna t e-
district dertves from 
£L Wagg a Wagga ( Gi ty or 

o_-f I)e te1~ and of 
r·ead:ing of' I\e.it.t1 

a ga_; 19 
Swan, 
) . 
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Seen in this perspective, Peter belonged to a different 

world :from Henry Arding Thomas of Armlda1e. But Peter and 

his district were the atypical, and Thomas in the 

mainstream of pas·toral introversion9 In this mainstream 

a concerned indiv.id-i1a.1 was 'hel.pless as v,,ras Bry·ce Thomson 

Barker of ~Na.nangof 1 close to t11e town o_f the same name in 

the Burnett, One by one, in 1860, hB recited the names of 

his defaulting co1leagues :from the Nanango Bench, and 

threatened the Colonial Secretary with his own resignation 

if aid were not :forthcoming. 1 The threat had a marginal 

effect on.ly, in the appointment to the Commission of George 

Clapperton, unt:Ll 1857 superintendent of', and since then 

owner o_f 1 the Tarong station adjoin:J.ng Bark.er~ s Nanango .. 

Clapperton, a Glaswegian Catholic and qualified solicitor, 

took his elevation seriously enough to transcribe and index 

into a q1rnrto exercise book the lengthy Ministerial Duties 

o:f Justices. 2 Ironically, however, Barker's return to 

Scotland in 1862 left Clapperton ln Barker's previous role 

of concerned but isolated individual. At the turn of the 

1860s, like Peter and his district, Barker and Clapperton 

were the atypical. 

It is hard to resist the conclusion that self-willed 

irttrovers:ion operated at I.east as stror1g.ly as distance in 

determining the modest role played by resident squatters 

in central government, and in the.ir widespread abandonment 

in their prosperous years of involvement in local 

goverrunent., It is hard to resist the conclusion that Henry 

Arding Thomas personified their substantial withdrawal :from 

a concern in society, or for that matter from a concern for 

society. John Hubert P1unkett, as late as 1858, might 

still believe that Bench attendance, like jury service, was 

a part of the apparatus by which society instructed itself 

in its own :freedoms, and a part of the sel.f discipline by 

1 Bryce T. Barker to Co.L Sec.• Qld., 5 May 1860 (ANUA -
P.86, Tarong and Barambah Papers). 

2 
11 and 12 Vic. C. 42 (ANlJA ·· P. 86, ibid.). 



which society gover:tled t t,sf".1 f J.n f'T'eedom 1 but both 

enviro11ment and pastora.i .i.11trovers·to:rL v1rere aga:ir1st h.im~ 

Sq·uatters ha.d 1o:rt{~ sen.t1 tl:1e \1:-Lrtu.e i.r1 l ett:i.n.g central 
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gov er:rune.nt coJ1t ro.l t11-t-.: l.>.l.a cJ(S co:n.tro.1.l:i.11g the Native 

Police: now tl1er'e vvas r-1 \V.ideSJ.IT'-ead :I.r1c: l ix1atior1 to leave 

justice to the poJice strate 3 an offj_cer of central 

government who multipl:ied t.'xce Jy ln the late 1850s and 

early 1860s. 2 .In trad1 U onaJ terms, eentra.l government and 

the h:ierarch:ic soc:Le wccre rn11't11al.l:y exc.1l1s1.ve ways of life,, 

In their Sllbstantia] aba:rLdon.rne.n.t. of' a _forma1? orgar1ic 

function i.11 socie th.e res.i.c!e.n_t scp.:La t ters e_ffecti.vely 

returned afresh (if they had ever left) the extremist 

indi·vid11al.ism prescr.ibed for pastc)'ra.l:Lsm 1:yy ·TJ1rosby.,. 

What seem.ed to rerr1a .. ix1 was a m·u.1 t.ipl.ic;i ty· of_' hierarchic 

societies, each con·tained i.n ·1 ts own territorial boundaries 

where n1en were 110-t1sed arid .fed acco.rd.i.:r1g to th.e:i.r rank --

in which Mr. Lloyd of Gurley was distinguishable as the 

principal of 

cream in h.is 

his territor·yJ .for :L:ns tar1ce 7 b·y· alone taking 
1 tea -=, a mult.ipl.ici.ty of h~erarchic societies 

connected with each other and to soc.iety in general only by 

the loose irl.f'ormal t:ies gene.rated t1'ar1sie.nt common 

interests, whether these be the matter of a political 

cand.idacy· or tl1-e desire .for a r.a:i.1way OI' .for a race meeting~ 

Shorn in large meas·ure of formal bond 1 i.·t was, as a 

conseq1.ie:nces .not :nea.r.l'_y as friend.l·.v a wor.ld as its hierarchs 

li:ked to make O'tlt i:n their re1n:Lnisce_nces;; for in retros_pect 

they would be inclined to confuse friendship with their 

inherited code of being gent.lemen. What thoy tended to lose 

sight of was t11at wl1i..le a ge:n.t.lema.Jl co"J.1.ld be seer1 

concJ_usive.ly to be r.1 gentl.en1an only llnde·r inte:nse prov·ocation, 

this was no necessary basis for a friendship with the 

prov·oca t eur" I:r1 the la_te ·18.)0s 7 w·he_n a :rru.mber of squatters' 

1
se1ect Committee •. stracy, op.cit., p.137. 

2
For the swing or opinion 

as examples, Y~2'~f (Qld), 

'3 · R.D. Barton, 
1 91 7), p. 102. 

to a professiona.l mag:istracy, 
186CJs: ppo 7·1 a-rtc3 5.'Jlt-., 

see 

(Sydney, 
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dams on the ong CreeJc 
1 

c·Llt the .flow to dowrlstream 

sr:ratet OLLd 1 a g-er1tle1nar1 1 tl:1at 

1ef:i1li.aJ11 Adarns Brodribb, heav:i. ly" ot1t:nuJ11bere<l, off'er·ed 

refreshments to a raiding par that cut down his dam. 

B1:i.t tlte loss o:f tin1e arid mo:r1ey~ tl1a t 11ad go11t; into the 

bu,i1d:ing of t11e dam l1<1::cdl5r rnade f'or f'rier1dsl1ip~ for :i11 tt1e 

s21.me br'eath 1 VJith ta 

raidc:rs 

certai11 degree of civJ.l:Lty', Brodribb 
2 

ac ior1 at la\tf~ - _4..r1d the lid 

of f"rit::nd ir1 th.e l.for1aro was in11)J:icit in. William 

J3radley 1 s I>iryotest in 1865 to his ma11ager t'here, Hen.ry 

'I'ol.len1acJ1e .Edt,/ards; at Lht:i mor1f:)"" b spent by l:~dwards to 

J'er1d ofi' er1C1'oachin-ts s<1uat ters az1d free selectors. 3 Be:ror1d 

the bo1111da1"ies J i.n fo_ct: tl1e _pri1nary _f·u1i.ctior1 of' marmers 

1-\as to mak-e toJerab1e the endur.ing squatt conflict, that 

o:n.e rn.:111 1 s sl1a:re of the eartl1 1-•ras 011l_yA w}1a t 11is 

consented it to be. '£11is '\'llas t:t1e reality,. t emporE1rily 

obSC'Llred by the blex'arc-hic soc:i ety- 1 s e.ndea·vour to re-order 

the frontier at the end of' the 1840s, and .i.t was not 

:i rnpr·o-bable T:l1at this corrosive rea.li ·r,y· had a direct 

coniLec t-J on >;vi tl1 indl:f:ferentisrn to cc:,ntra 1 g ove1:--r11nent and 

tl1e decay of locaAl gover.runer1t .. And the pros of' the 

18 could be taken tc> have placed a cash premium 

ox1 1;]-_i_e f'.ru . .J.ts of' t.his e:nclt1ri.ng conflict 't'ihich \'las riot with 

_n1~ Rober·t To1vnsor1 1 s achieverne11t _tn t1:1e 1820s or1 tl1e 

Bredelbane Plains had been to establish the kind of 

territt1r·i_al bo1~ndaries that pastorali_sm had needed in New 

Sout.h \{ales~ Thirty-1'1 v e or r 
of firs [ tJ1e C o1011i a1 Off.ice a11d tl1en of the 1:1 b era l arLd 

radical town to ieg.itima-tise this d~scovery; their 

rf:-spec tJ v e ir1sist ence on viewing past oral ism as a passi r1g 

1 
The Biliybong (now B:i11ebong) Creek is of a network of' 

anabranches Jinkir1g the l'vftzrr11rr1bidgee and _\\'Iu.1_"'r<".:ry Rivers in 
tl1e cer1t.raJ l=<:iveT'ina~ 

the general sense of 
to l1j~m by }:::;dwards, 5 }1a:y 
Letter Book, 1 4-6.5). 

Bradley's strictures, see tbe reply 
86 1

) (ANL - VIS 1154/8/4, Bibbenluke 
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aberratl.on; and the i.ns.i.stence of the town in projecting 

free selec·tion into pastoral insecurj_ty meant simply that 

manners had to do a lot of the work that might ordinarily 

have fallen to f'riendship. 

Son1e n1en did b·uiJd ger1u.i.ne J'r1ends'hips out of sucl1 

:i.r1a·u.s:pic1ou_s cl.re ~uustances ~ as did Br'yce 1'hon1sor1 Barl<;;_er 

of' o an.d (+eorg-e C.lappe.r-tJ011 o.f 1'arong 1 Barker on the 

eve of~ J1:i.s dt~part1J.r'e _t~or Scot-1a:r1d i.r1 -1862 IJu.tting a 

s·y1nbolic seal or1 the bor1d by~ tsiving to Ciapperto11 his small 

and rnagnificent li'brar·y, :ir1c.111ding a 1757 te.r1-vol11me editio:n 
1 

of' the colJ,ected works of' Alexander Pope. But Commissioner 

Wiseman of' the Leichhardt, who too loved the good 1if'e, was 

paid to deal with the basic lack or integrity that 

s t111tified frie_nds_hi:p and wore eve.n ma11..ners paper tl1in.~ 

'I have great difficulty herec, he wrote from the Dawson 

i.n late 18.55~ 1 disp11tes e.xisting every·w:here' ~ 

-lPrhen I a.rr1 rlJ.nni.r1g what I cor1sider a Soutl1 .Line 
I f'ind one f'e11ow running a S.S.W . .line on my 
right [ 1 ] anott1e-r running a S.S*E. li11e on my 
Iei't, both striving to include some water which 
they want. 

I'l1en tl1e marl who cha1np:i.on.ed sql1at ters against the 1 ·bray·ing 

apes 1 of' Sydney· let a tot1cl1 o_f £'eelir1g en.teT' l1is perspective 

o.f t11e J)a\.vso_ri: 

1 

Such Lyini; I must cal1 it as I am sure I have 
to listen to. Imagine one Squatter tendering for 
co"t1.ntr·y· occ·upied several years try ar1other artd o.n 
which there was a very· s·uperior slab H-L1t, ;,;i_nd his 
mark.ed tree, close to w:hich his g11rtga was when 
he marked it, w1thin ten yards of' the others 
marked b ef'ore him two or three years [, ] yet he 
avers lie saw 11eitl1er tree, h.1lt r1or marks of sb.eep 
f'eeding~ [·T11e J 1o:r1ger we Jive the rr1ore w·e learn 
[-] base:ness is more commo_n in n1an thar1 gene_rosity­
and nobility of' spirit. 2 

For a cata.logue made in 1971 of Clapperton's library, 
'1r1d:i.cati:r1g Bark_erf s gifts wl1ere ide11tifiable 1 see Apper1dix 11',. 

2 r WiJJ.i.am Henry Wiseman to L ? 
(ML -· A. J882, Archer Papers, TV 
p.53). 

Archer, 3 November 1855 
General Correspondence, 
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·~r11e te:11si.o.n. bet.vveer1 t'he ger1tlem.a11.L'y a:nd tl1e base was 

:iJ18 :.i. di OllS • 

11:ilberti11 and sa-id of the owner, 'had a 1.ong ·yar11 with 

~s a fi.rst rate fellow •. ·~ ' 1 

Dow.li.r1g i;.vr·ot e i..r1 11:i.-s dt.a:ry ~ 

N'o-t <--1 st1perabu.11dance o_f gr'ass 1 b·u.t s11ff'ic:i.E:>r1t to 
induce me to remain one day, and more if I 
thought Brewster would not see me. I am in 
bodi- fear now, that he may come out~2 

-TJ~1e J)l'od11ct of' the tensio.n betwee:n tl1e ger1tleman.ly and the 

base vvas I1"ive ·years later, a sq_u.atter again, 

and on his way with sheep to the north-western :frontier 

he had helped to set in motion once more, Dowling wrote 

I'rom beyond the DarJ.ing: 

Spent the evening with old Sharp the old 
Gentleman does not seem to like the idea o:f my 
laxnl-1iI1f5_ d_ow.n 10, 000 E~vire s at t:he back of' l1is rl.1r1~ 

console myself with the idea that self 
preservation is the f'irst .law o:f nature 13 

The fears of •the o.ld Gentleman• nndoubtedJy went beyond the 

usage o.f some of' 11is gI'ass, for ir1 a Jarid wl1ere one 7 s share 

o_f tl1r~ earth deper1ded on the cor1currer1ce o_f or1e 1 s 

11eighbo11rs, tl1ex1 m_e.r1 'J arnl).i.ng down 1 were d_a._ngero11s, as 

Arthur Hunter Pa1rner demonstrated to Biddulph Henning. 

Palrner~ Her1r·y- Dar1gar 1 s _pastoral general mar1ager .for 2() :lears 1 

went oi1t 011 hi.s 01vr1 i:r1to t}1e .r1ortl1 i_n tl1e early· 1860si and 

enr'oute to the fr'ontier 'lambed dow·ni 011 HenrLingrs 

1 131 e.1:1l1e im 1 ~ The.r1 asse1't,ir1g tl1at Her1ni11g had i:n _fact giver1 

11im occ·upanc·y· o_f ar1 1111u.sed rL1r1 1 he claimed r:>ossr:~ssion, and 
I~ 

was ultimately dis.lodged only by the threat of court action. 

:rt was cl1aracteristi.c of tl1is corrosive atmospl1ere :Ln 

social relationships that the old settled districts were no 

:Dowling, D:iary, 1858, entry dated 6 Ju1y '1858 (Eidsvold 
StatJ..o_n). 

2 ~~ < 

[bJ.d., entry dated 8 July 1858. 

") 
·Diary, 1863, ernry dated 9 July 1863 (EidsvoJd Station). 

4
RacheJ Henning to Etta Henning, 2? January 1863, in David 

Adams (Ed.), The.Let!.::OE2-...£LRachtl_Hennin" (Sydney, 1963), 
p.12.2. 
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In these 

districts old disputes shared t.h(? day with nc"" ones, It 

wa.s probab1y tr1.Te b-y 186() t:hat n1ost of the disput€s su-bnLitted 

.i11 181.i.9 to t11f"i CornmissioneJ.~s of~ Dis ed Boundaries had in 

fact been settled~ Yet at between the Namoi and the 

Gwyd oc ed si11ce the mid 18 s, the lar1d i·err1ai_ned i11 

dj.sput;e to at least 1870 .. 1 
tip In the illiterate 

e_x-co.nvict Sanrue_l Cltt't f'e1t driven. to I)et;itJon the 

Leg.lsJative Assembly for redress from the mess of intrusions, 

co11t~li.cting c>ff'icial arid jL1di c:ial decisio11s arid continv_ir1g boun 
. ? 

da_x·-·y· tl1rtt 11ad irtvested 1 Doonat since 18)6,.·- At 

Burb1~rgate, Wentworth's old head station of his northern 

1"'-1.ins, the brotl'.ters L1o}rd wo11ld c1airn ir1 Et ft er years tl1e 

hor10-LLT' of be the first on tl'.l•? Liv rpool Plains, and 

the .first in New South Wales, to f"ence their 

boundaries with wtre 3 -- but the task begun in 1856 could 

cl , because of a boundary dis , ;1ot have been 

' finis_h_ed befor'e at least 1862~ '-t 

It was only in that year that ,James McEvoy and the 

1::-irot11e1'S on settled their boundary dispute which had 

1 at the junctior1 of' t11e Lacl1la11 and the ,, 
€,,:> Ir1 tl1.f: absence: o:f .fer1c ? too (_partly a 

ref.lcct:i.on o.f lirniT;rJf] dev0lopme11t bl1t also of' disputecl 

territory), there was only an li:r1e betweer1 

Thomas Dar0 and the brothers Tyson, o:r1eer neighbours of 

21 -:years stand , would bring to a trespass dispute a 

battery· of r:or1tendir1g 'barrister's incJ.ud Sir .James f.ilar tin, 

SLr Wi.ll:iam Manning and five Junior oounsel.
6 

It is hard 

-1 
Barton, op.cit., Chapter XI. 

18 , Vol.J, pp.905-07. 

3charles W111iam LJ.oyd, RemirLi.scences (ML - A,11+60/2, Lloyd 
Papers, J'.(emi11isce11ces, p~ 1) _,, 
1. 

"Ibid., p.18. 

;~.~LZ,Denhoim ,op,ei.t. ,p.96 and fn. 51. 

6 Ib. d ' 1 ,. ~ pp.96 and rn. 



to i.n1agJ ... nt: that tlLe en.ergy a11d mo:t1ey· po·ured :i.nto this 

srt:per'ficiaJ_l·y· trivial diSI-)U.te d:id arry-thing to er1J1ar1ce 

f'riendshjp on the lower Murrumbidgee. 
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But in the older settled districts, some disputes were 

fres:t1,, : Cons:ideri11g the time y·ol1 have held G·l:tni11grab_ 1 , 

Brad.ley's Monaro manager, Henry Tollemache Edwards, told 

1"1:i1liara Gral1an1 (ot' Gra"t1arr,e) ix1 1861+, ~I t:t-iink: :it very· 

strange, Lhat you did not dispute J:his boundary before ... ' 1 

'{et f·or al.l the courtesy-., Edwards set)med to go to Gra.ham 

fl1rther tha.n r1er•d a rnar1 convi.nced of J:1is own case, 1 I1:ow·ever, 

:I will be most happy to meet you on the boundary and see if' 

we can settle it without any more trouble .... • 2 Under the 

courtesy there remained a li_mited field for trust or 

f'riendship. And in the older settled districts the basic 

destrl1ctiver1ess in h1unan relationships col1ld be seen to 

work ~tself out, from a point of frj_endship or at least 

co-operation to a point of armed intimidation, in the case 

of the darns that squatters built on some of the westward 

.flow'J.:ng riv·ers.., For here, as with pastoral occupation of 

the land, tradition and law hacl never come to terms with the 

e .n\t:i.ronmt;n t.., The little riparian or water law carried into 

Nev.1 So11tl1 ·wales was cor1ct~r:r1ed exclt1s:.ive.ly with an eq.11itable 

access to water .f'rontages 1 ] described 11ow land grants were 

to be sited accordi.ngl·y, and \>Vas si1errt on deli.berate 

interference wi·th the flow of water~ 

When prosperity made water conservation feasib.le on 

the :r1or1 permaner1t w·estern streams, therefore, it was a 

project to be undertaken within the terms or an enabling 

Act or witl1in a com_preher1s:ive community scl1eme 1 ·unless, that 

is 9 a 1nan. vvanted to act uri:i.la_tera1ly in a cor1text that was 

neither lega.1 nor illegal. :In this last instance it followed 

1
Henry To11ernache Edwards to William Graham, 2'.J March 1864 

(ANL - MS 1154/8/11, Bibben1uke Letter Book 1864-6.5), 

2
Ibid . 

.'3P_hilli.p 1s and Bris-ba.1:1e 's Comm.:issio11s were more concerned 
with navigat.io:na.1. access,. Darli.n.g was cor1cer.ned with fresh 
\'Tater as an ad,j11nct to settJ.ernent. See lIRA ·1/i. 9 P~ 126; 
l/x, p.601; 1/xii, p.h17. 
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t:hat .he was on _his own :i.f a ne:i.g:hba·11r objected. And this 

was the point to whlch the B.lllybong Creek squatters came 

in the late 1850s from the high hopes of 1855 when a 

co.mrntlILi.·t·y ef.~fort ~ :1.:nv·o.lvJ .. ng the e.x_pend.i. t11re of £5 ~ ()00~ 1 

and the removal of 42, 000 cu.blr yards of earth, dj_verted 

part of the permanent Murrt1mbidgee into l ts anabranch, the 

Bil.1·y·bo:r1g Cr'eek_,. 
2 

B·11t th.e s·u_rve~yi.r1g Je've.l.s were defective, 

and tl1e c·u.t d.id riot prod·uce rc~s11J ts f'or every man on the 

Creek, so that there emerged un.ilatera.l dam building and 

the dam breaking raid, neither of them legal nor illegal, 

the mornunent to them being the fort or stockade that the 

territorial magistrates, the brothers De Sailly, built on 

the dam t:t1at cost them£"! ,ooo .. -3 I.nterrnittently~ and in 

different places, dam building and breaking went on for 

sorne y·ears 9 conti:r1gent on seaso:na1 needs~ and wol11d go on 

at least as late as 1873 1 when Peter Tyson was alleged to 
i1 

have led an armed raiding party on the Lachlan at Corrong. 

The most revealing moment of it all was that when the 

magistrates and their fellow squatters drew back from what 

they were at, in 1859, and sought political action .from 

t.l1eir rr1err1ber ,Joh.n Ha·y· to ·bring water conservation witlLi.r1 a 

i~rame·w·ork. o_f law, th.is _p1'.'omisir1g ste .P t awards trad:i ti o.n 

ari.d order broke do\VIl :in their complete disagreement among 

themselves as to what they wanted Hay to do. In this 

kir1d of n1ome11.til it was J:1ard to see in tl1ese men the wish 

1
This was the :Lnitia1 outlay. 

2 This project, the •Yanko off'take', was not finally made 
properly functional until the 1870s. 

3sMH, '.JO November 18.58, p.J, col.4. 

J 

·fThe foregoing account of the history of clam raiding is 
intended to be no more than sketchy and is taken f'rom 
various dates in SMH between 1 November 1858 and 2J January 
18.59 (and see particularly SMH 7 January 1859, p.2, col .6 
and p • .J, col .1 and 18 ,January 1859, p • .J, cols.2-J); G.L. 
Buxton, The Riverina 1861-1891 (Melbourne, 1967), pp.47-49; 
T.M.Z. Denholm, James Tyson 1819-1898 (unpublished M.A. 
Tbesis, University of' Queensland, 1969) 1 pp.56-58 and 9li; 
and N.S.W. Lands Department Correspondence, 187.J (NSA -
7.J/2237). 

~ 0 Pastoral Times, 21 July 1859, p.J, cols.1-J. 
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or· tJ1e capacity to serve i.11 certtra.1 go\ier.runenl:, and harder 

to see t.here 1,v'J:1at Gl .. p_ps l1ad once t:hortght to see, 'the 

materials for a 1oca.l. mag1.stracyt~ 

Explicitly of the dam building and breaking, and 

misquoting Wordsworth 9 a correspondent protested to the 

Sydney Morning Hera.Id that 

! 'Tl1e farnot1s principle 
The good old plan, that those should take 
That have the power, and those should 
Keer) who can .. ' 

1 can never be admitted~ 

He m.ight as well have sa:icl it of squatting, for 'the good 

o_Ld plan 1 had been a feature of pastoralism in New South 

Wales ever since multiplying stock carried the f'irst 

colonist over the kind of bounclar:ies allotted to him by 

tradi t:i.o_n~ There was in fact nothing to choose between 

building a dam, breaking one down, claiming priority of 

_possessiort of someo11e else ts r11n, 1 1.arribing d_ownt on h.i.m 9 

or using sheep to frighten his catt.Le off a water frontage. 

What time and the legal process had to ratify was the 

result achieved, and in 1864 thi.s day of resolution was 

still 20 years away, when, in 1884, the law would at l.ast 

con1e to terrns with .Pastoralisrn (and wi_th. its da1ns), a. time 

when sq.11atters 1 
2 

properly so called, would be no more. 

But that reconciliation would also invo1ve 

reconci1iat:i.on witll closer settlement, a threat which, in 

the form of free selection, would not materia1ise in most 

of the squatting districts until. Jl December 1865, the date 

to which most 14 year leases (dating from 1847) were 

extended in conjunction with free selection legislation. 3 

But in the Monaro, which was excluded from this extension, 

1
SMH __ ._, JO November 1858, p.J, col.J. Wordsworth wrote 

The goocl old rule 
Sufficieth them, the simple plan 
That they should take, who have the power 
And they should keep who can, 

2 The Crown Lands Occupation Acts of New South Wales and 
Queensland, 48 Vic '18 ancl 118 Vic 28 respectively. 

3crown Lands Occupation Act, 25 Vic 2 (NSW), Clause 11. 
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there was in the earJy 1860s a foretaste of what was to 

come,, It was perhaps natural that squatters imprisoned in 

their capricious existence advocated closer settlement in 

the orderly terms of v111age and town agricultura 1 reserves. 

It was ironic that free selection was as capri.cious in its 

effects as thei:r owr1 possession o.f tl1e Ia:nd and the water 1 

arid 1u1dol1btedl-y- tJ:1eir distaste ~for fr·ee selection was 

sharpened by their ins·Linctive recognition of its intrinsic 

T11is rrrt1cl1 wa.s i.r1 t·heir' o·wr1 lif'e sty.le, so muc-h 

so that it was not really surprising when squatters on the 

Monaro put f'ree sc:Lection to use in their coni'licts with 

their peers, as did John Murphy of 'Kybeyan' who i'ree 

selected J20 

'Bibbenluke' 

acres directly in i'ront of Bradley's 
-1 

wool shed. What his immediate mot:i v es were 

remain obsc11re -~- perl1a_ps, 1.ike We.ntwortl1 1 s overtenderi.ng 

of' Hobler, he intended a profitable resale to his victim. 

Timothy O'Mara of 'Bobundara' was more ambitious. He 

free selected J20 acres in the middle of Bradley's 'Mafra' 

and claimed requisite grazing rights which effectively cut 
2 

Mafra into two parts, rendering it useless to Bradley. 

In 1864, other squatters might we.11 look at the Monaro 

and fear the caprice of free selectors and of squatter 

peers,. 

What remained to squatting in the early 1860s was a 

basical.ly uncoo:perative world, inimical to order and 

organisation because, :in the :intangible world of human 

contact, inimical to f'riendship. It remained, i'or the most 

part, outwardly urbane, a really astonishing achievement 

which attested the strength of this much of the English 

tradi ti.on. It was perhaps possible to bear the tension 

between i)rov·ocat:ion a:t1d ma11.r1ers -whe.n there was a private 

For the publi_c John Parne11 whom a friend 

thanked in 18611 for his 1 polite at tent:ion in sending me 

Penderrr1is arid Esrr1ond t 3 1<v·;-1s not irr1mediately recogr1isable 

1Edwards to William Bradley, 21 April 1865 (ANL - MS 
115h/8/4, Bibbenluke Letter Book). 

2
Ibid., 17 July 1864. 

as 

-3Alexander Warren to John H. Parnel.J_, 5 August 1864 (ML -
A.5340--1, Parne.Ll Family Correspondence). 
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disputes, trespass ct,nd acti,ve Rncroachn1ent 

on tt1e Parr1e-11 rc1.x1s,. \.v-.:cote \fat 

Oste 

Oh _f you could on 
Marrah Creek 

' woti1Ji do a kj.r1d21ess 

son1e o.f these 
r1g 9 

to the public, 

p(lSSi.bl.0 to bear the tensio11 between 

could indeed be a friend, e1s Riclrnrd B.lomi':ield appeared to 

Henry Tollemache Edwards when Blomfield came to th£ Monaro 

in 1 

congratulate you on your accession to the Coolringdon 

J:~st.abJishr11t0nt 1 at1d t11e.n t.:er1t or1 to pen a p1:1rase t·hat can 

of an age that was to have been 

.T s·u._ppose 1-,re a:r-e .r1ov; br·other's :in af'f~lictlor1, 
2 ax1d mt1st p·uJ_l in the sarne boat,, 

1 - "- p - ·1 ,J o.tul arneJ. _ to CharJ_es Pcirnell, 27 October 1862, Ibid. 

eds to Blomfield, 2 April 11 (.AJ\;L - MS 115Lr/8/4, 
R · b-b ·1 k I t · B k ;_· Ro .. ,;, -o/ ;;::; ) • _ i - en .u e ,e 1; er _ oo , ~· ~ J 



In 1855, fo11r years after Patri.ck Leslie had whooped 

11vi t:.11 Joy th::1t (;·o.ld "'\Vou.ld br·:ir1g taho·Ll·r to New Sot:ttlt Wa.les 

a..n.d n1a .. k·.e 1 t- t ttLe .rnos t pi"'ospero11s o.l or1y· ~i.n the world t 1 

eve s at last began to ti h.is Slh,, At mid 

decade, in fact, there seemed every that labour 

\-v·ds- abo:t1t to t11rT1 to a comf'ox·ta1::1e sufficiency·~ Immig:r:'ants 

tv.h.o 'had be-er1 at-t·raf.;ted h·y go.ld vvere no\-v towards 

ot·he:e pt1rs·t:ti ts 1 a J th_octgh it tna r1ifes tJ .. Y r100 possiblt;: t<) 

Jfif::'as1_1L'e h_o·1,v far tl.t:i.s 1no'iten1e11t eor1trJ.buted to rnee t·he 

labour shortage~ Assisted i desi.gned to 

take l:lf-.' tl1at sJ1ortage; had a nio1"'e demonstr·ab1e ef'f'ect" 

Thi.s l.i.on, .financed i.n part by the proceeds o:f land 

i.r1 by· tr1e .t11tr~Lcate credit s:vste1n de-vi.sed in 

1852 1 
Wentworth, and supplemented by merchaJTt shipping 

specu . .lation in traffic, l1ad been risi11g uneve1i.Jy 

Jn a,ss::i.sted i.1n.migration of these kir1ds 

:ceacl1ed its peak, or rather a p1aterJJ.l ex-te11dJ11t;t fr·o1n tl1e 

Pt1.d of 851/ to the eve of tl:w Census of 2 March 1856. Jn 

tl1is lft mo:r1tt1s} itl rol1nd f'Jgures., there entered S)-"dr1e-y'" 

!2,()()0 British an.d 2,,1J{)O Germa.r1s 1 a11d di1'."ect.ly to th£: 

Korthern Districts ~ia Bri.sbane, 2,000 British and 1,000 
2 

Ge rma.r1s • 'I'J:i:i s 

th0 dema.r1d :f'or labot:i:c that \{enttv·orth' s scheme, der)endant 

a_s it was or1 sl10T'tage to sti1n1,tla te rnasters to provide credit 

f'o_r r11igrar1t passage ntoriey·, virtual .. 1-y collapsed, and his 

1lc1: was ed at t:l1e end of l 3 

the Act 16 Vic h2; Cha er 6 above. 

n11mt:e·r o:f other rtatio:r1aJJt:i.t":S were a.lso represented., b·ut 
in reJ_at:ivel;,r trivial :n.t.unbers~ 



291 

"l~hese imrni.grants -tr.1.1.t.s arrived i.t1 t1:1e midst of' marked 

soc:ia l and pol:tt:ica.l change, ELnt a. society- that ltad 

bu.t 1·ecent rejected_ Wer1tvlortl1t s art stoc:ratic end Gav our 

It was in mi.d 1850s a socie that 

.for a varl o.f reasons was i.r1 _f'act movi11g in the opposite 

d:trect-ion, toward.s f'reer in_stituttons 1 f'orn1s and custorr1s,, 

ln a Ja.nd, for .l.nstancoe, where the members o.f the legislat:.ive 

cor1nn.L.1 and tt1e terr:i.-co:rial .1ua{_~i.strates {together \Vit11 otl1er 

and professional 

men) collectively constituted social leadership, they tended 

to present themseJ_ves as an untit:l.ed aristocracy by the form 

~n wh\ch they set out a birth notlce: 'At Nerriwa, on the 

15th March .instant, the lady oi' Charles Blaxland, F;sqo, of 

a S OTJ,,, 1 l 
wl10 I'at€d themselves belo\v 

this 1i:r1t·i tJ.ed ar:.i.stocrac-y- ten.dee!, aJ th.ot1gl1 lt was only a 
2 

ter1de11c:y, to descr_ibe tt1e tnot11er as ~the wife of 1 
1 b·ut on 

-che wl1ole sttbscri_bed to tl:1e soci noncornmi tal 1 l'irs"' 1 

I-Iere or1e _fo11J1d 1 ar11011g rna11y· otl~e rR in the c orr..muni·ty, count)" 

farni1ies SllC11 as the '1'11rosbys an.d the Rouses vvho did not 

participate in public lLfe, together with the maJority of 

famLlies of' resident squatters who were not mag is trat es. '3 

Bct\veer1 18!+9 arid 18_)9 1 this hierarc.hy of birtl1 a11nost 

d~s Even in 1849j there was the except:ionaJ. man 

who did not claim what he was enti.tl<1d to, WilI.:iarn Adan1s 

Brodribb, Es ; -J ~P~ 5 son o,f' dn t, and W:i1.l:iam 

Brad rs srtpe:r'.i:r1te11d.ent rnanager· on t11e lv1or1aro$ descr•ibed 

himself :Ln b:Lrth and death nocices as Mr. Willi.am 
4 

Adams Brodri.bbo Ten years later, it was except:Lonal when 

Her11~y Lewes wrote in thB old style: •At Moira 

Stal,:ion, Murray River, on 27th ,Ju.ly the 1ady of H,S. Lewes, 

1 
·etrth Notices, Maitland Meccury, 27 March 18~7. 

Notices, SMH 
~-' 

15 May 18it9 b:Lrth notice of Bundoc.k. 

)The foreg ls based on a read of the birth notices in 
SMH i'or 1811.9" Cases in point are the Bloxomes, Singles, 
Lowes and tl1e Go·edons of New lar1d~ Urban examples were 
the K.no·xes, \efilsJ1i_res o.nd Raymonds,. 

ee, for instance, Death Notices, 
death notlce for Alice Eugenia 
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Esq., of sot1 ar1d 11eJ.r,, ~ 1 
Ir1 ti1e 011r· rnor1ths t:t1ereH.ftex', 

011 l y- a \,if o l.l Cirtg lYfl{~- reside-rt L ;J: ·rid ct Jl.fu.d gee so lj cit or f o.l l {1\Ve d 

511:1t,,
2 

Ass.is ed i .. mmigrants of the nLi.cl 18 e11co1Lritered more 

it wouJd seem that responsi.ble man in these years shed his 

DlOT'2:1J f': ti.on of' i.rrPsponsible man~ Hohler's •saucy 

\JagatJox1d. r 

1 di.ssipation and other hur·tfu1 enjoyments' as Joseph Phe.lps 

Ro-birLso:t1 i11 J_r1 1843; J tJ1e tdegradedt 7 
1 demora.lisedt 

erea_t:l1I'e of t Jnt.e1npera te pro_pensi.t.ies 1 , as Robert George 
Li 

Mass.ie P<lt :l·i; .in 181+9, a.lmost echoing John Macarthur's 

vi_ew of 18'1~): ivhen he spo1ce o.f the convtcts 1 ;vicious 

i _. ~ f 5 m;·orninsJ .,Jes ~ 

·T11.e ::1µpare11t d1sa1Jpear'ance of' tl1.is moral lang1J.age 

ref~lected per1'10.I)B not a change in 1ne11' s xninds b11t the 

di.sappearance i'rom New South Wales o.f Those who thought; in 

this s Robinson died in 181+9. Hobler le.ft for 

Ca.lifornla in 1851. Another representative of the style, 

E1.iza Marsh, returned to E.ng18nd in about ·1g55" Massi.e 

.Jolin 

s has been seen, was on rare occasions driven 

to J~r1Yok e nnc e of' the 'saucy ond r" ret11rneci to 

·T·.11e eff.'eot o_f lJ1.e appaI'e.rtt disappear~-1nce 

of t._his mOT'a I. v.icw ivas ·to mak_e :irresponsibJ.e man look less 

.like a category· a.rid mo-re 1:1.ke a :hun1ar1 b to ;;vb.om fJ1le 

COLLld attacJ:1 r·at;1or1a1 a.ssum_pti.ons a.r1d .rat . .Lonal e.xpla.r1ati.or1s~ 

2
Birth NoticEl of Zorkowskt and o.f Clark, 

1859, p.J, col.! and 2 November 18 1 p.1, 
, 12 October 

col.1, respective 

ele(,;t Corr1rri.i.ttee 
and Labottrers, 

It 
Chapter L; above, 

5chapter above. 

ot1 the Pet;ir.io11 f':roxn D:i"st1"essed Mec1:1an:ics 
184J, evidence, p~27. 
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J>eter Da Andersor1 o.f v oomgan' in Wide Bay were 

fo-uJ:1d ir1capab.Lc· of pe 

content to express 

He.ff'err1an dr-u1ik~ Thackway drunk. 1 ) and pro:ffer an 

objective explar1ation; tDray- cz-tme :t"'rom Wide .Bay last. Iiight 

rig grog., w_hich accoctn.ts .for some of' tl1e nien. being 
' drLtnk ~' 1 

v·111cer1t ,Ja1nes Dowli.ng vrrote 1 r le.ft t11e 1ne11 ahot.lt half' way-

they got drunk & lost a1J~ to go or1 and sec·ur(.:; 
2 the ho·rs es~ 'Fi.'tre day~s later lie 1.1/as c<.>11tent to observe, 

tl1e 11orses again but or1e la.te :in the day 1 .,,J 

His survi.ving d~aries afford one solitary occas~on when 

he _ref'lected on tl1e r1ature of' 11.ls Sf:'!I''ilar1ts; 

,, •• St:orekee1Jer shollld l1ave been out here to 
acco:edint:r to instr-i1ct:Lons and l1e 11as not come, 
it is a .1:nost e~x:trao:cd:i.nary f'act that I cannot 
get pe e to do what they are told -- a 
~ome. e·xc11se ~ h 

.l\r1d it was agaira. in th.e ·t;one of voice o;f .A.nderson and 

on in 1864 wrote succinct of an 

! lfad a " witl1 Stephen.",, and disc:harged hi.nl. ! .J 

on irresponsible man as 

ser·varrt 1,1.ras as stro:r1g as t11is evide:r1ce s11ggests, the.n in 

amo11g sqll.atters, 

a o1.u ss o.f rna.n \•1ho expected r10 more of the world than 

lie .1<:xtew to be .in 1 t ~ 

Tl1c assisted inunigra . .r1ts of mid 18 migl1t e:xpec t 

t}1er1 to en·ter .into the ser\"ice of mer1 less condetnnatory of' 

th.em than 'bad beeJ1_ tf10 stern t1ierarchic case~ !Jut insofar 

1Gigoomgan Journal, 20 October 4 ( OML - OM68-1 3) • 

2 
Dowling, Diary, 18 e:n.t_ry"' da t eel ~'ebruary 1858 
(E~dsvold Station)~ 

entry dated .3 March 1858. 

lt 
DowI.ing, Diory, 1863, entry dated 11 August J, ibid. 

on, (A}IL - MS577) • 



a.s t11ey t-vere .literate, or at least able to read and write 1 

these i.mmigrants themselves contributed to the destruction 

o:f irres_por1s.ibl.e ma.n as a category·~ a.nd :in t11e process, in 

com_pany· ·wit'h a:n ir1creas:i_ngly· literate com1)0.nent of the 

r1a'tiv·e bor'.n arid tl1e :i.nun:igrar1t 9 he.lJJed to undermi..ne tl1e 

basic philosophical rationa.l.e of the h:i.erarchic society 

t11at t11e ed·ucated 1nl1st of :r1ecess:it·y· gov·er.n the uneclucated.,, 

]~ht-: rat.io11a .. l.f~ st:iJ.1. reT.ain.ed 111eas·urab.le force (i.t was 

n1a11L.festJy· absn.rd., in t11e r1ame of .literacy·, to eq_uate a 

capacity to read and write w:i th the erudition of' say the 

1.<:t--v.ry·er De.r1ie.hy·, th.e la:r1dow-ner 'Murray or tl1e sq11atter 

Forster)" On the other hand 1 as was seen earlier, the 

rat:io:nal.e in its old.er and pl1rest f'orm orri:i.'tted in·tell_ige.nce 

·frorn its field o.f re.ference;) It perhaps equated education 

with intelligence. What the rationale now had to recognise 

.irt t:ho ] esser orders of' n1an ·w·as the cor1ju.nction of 

literacy arid i.ntel1:iger1ce, a.nd i11 the recogn.i ti.on a:ff'o:rd 

the lesser orders a certain social and pol:itical weighL 

This adjustment the multi-avenued apparatus of 

Engiish liberty was wel.l equipped to undertake - if' in the 

ear·ly ·1S_50s social movement e:ncou·ntered the opposition of 

Wer1Lwortl1 1 then t11ere were more promising avenues (their 

p.lura.lity must be stressed) provided by the landowner 

Cowper, the merchant Robert Campbell and the newspaper 

propri.etor Parkes. .Law:yers, 1.ar1downers, mercha:nts and 

squatters would still govern society, bu~ they wouid do so 

in a w:.Lden.ed a.nd_ dee_r>e.ned social consensTts, formally 

through a progress:Lve.ly extended .franchise, informally 

tl1ro·u.gh 11runoral:i sing acceptan.c:e of people as A.nd ers on, 

Dowling and Tyson appeared to do. This adaptability to 

change was the other face of Eng.l:Lsh .liberty from its not 

hav~ing been des:ig:o.ed to organise n1ankir1d, i:rt tl1is case to 

the education of all of society. The Gerrnan immigrants 

entering the Northern Districts in the mid 1850s and drawn 

haphazard1y from a large number of varying autocratic 

(}e rmar1 Stat es were literate to a degree that British 

i.mmigrarLts had r1e\rer beer1 - of' l--1.35 GerlT'~ar1s ·whose literacy 

was recorded or1 a.r'riv-a.l 9 50 ·were inf an.ts 9 while of the 
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23 of 385, or 6 per cent, were i_.lliterate.-1 

lt was, of course, ir1evltable that the epi-centre or 
litere,ey remai11ed i.n t:l1e town) fo.r i.t V<.ras tJ1e tow·rt at the 

e that both attracted and produced 

l·tterate pe In New South Wa.les, between 18116 and 1861, 

·hr_hj_J_e l:i.terac1r adv·c;..r1ced f',Br12x~a.J ly 5 ·t.he col.t.r1tr)t was co1nplel!:':l-.:,r 

1_ir1able to rtarrow f:l1e gap betw·een itself and t11e lownJ 

per cent in the towns and from 

Here in v 

·from per cent to 84 

per cent r:o 70 per cent in 

proportions were both 

cause and effect in a socie cha r1g:i.n.g rnore rapidly at t1:1e 

cox1tre tl1an towards its borciers; a soci.e where the 

t1iera1""r-:l'lic str·u-:::t·t1re rnight T'easoJ'12d:::;ly be e_xpected to s11r,rive 

more vigorot1sly t"he f··urtl1er one \·v-as t·rom the tow11 1 both 

because of pastoral society:s i.ntrinsic our and because 

oi"" the envi ronmertta_l ·tm_pedimer1ts to e:ff'ecting desired 

1'11e assj_st ed :i.nunigra:r1ts of' i l1e nrL(l 18~)0s e.r1c aunt ered a. 

rna t e rJa.t tl1e rew.riti:r1g of' the }1as ters' a:nd. Servants~ 

Act ·• thac perrectly expressed this combinat.ion or socia.1 

ar1d. e-n_vJ rorunental i:r1.f11.iertces i_1pon the hierarcli:tc str11cture .­

The author or the revised Act was George Robert Nichols, 

'' 'j . ' ' 2 d f' soi..:LDl ~oro: so11 o.:t' a11 emar1c:1pist.> an. supp(1rte.r ive :~te-<3-t'S 

pre ous.1y of' Wentworth's Const.ttut:ion Bill. Nichols' 

]:!asters r a:t1d Servants~ Bil]_ tuade ml:r1or an1endn1en.ts to 

't;J1e old 1\ct rs 1)rov:is:to.r1s tl1at stenimed from the. criminal cod.c:: 1 

st1cl-1 as tt1e fra.ud'ttle.nt of' advar1ce \vages 

or J serv·ice t,, · Nichols directed the most radical 

atter1tio11 to certai11 comrnor1 . .Law provisi.or1s of tl1.e old Act 

that had a long history: Clause 2 that prescribed a maximum 

gao1 sent: er.tee of three mor1t.hs for 'ab so f'r·om service 1 ; 

Ciause 12 that required a master to ve a servant a written 

1D. Denho.lm, op,cit,, Appendix E, 

aac 
Sll.b 

Nichols, Principal Superintendent or Convicts and 
Ly Postmaster General or New South Wales, 

ompare the olcl Act, 9 Vic 27, CJause J with the new Act, 
20 Vir , Clause J, 



to produce that dJ.scharge to a new 

the servant 

ayer; Clause 14 that 

prescr.ibed a ma.x.inrcun ty of £10 for failure master 

or serva.r1t to req_uest or o_fff:'!-1'' tl10 discharge 1'.'espectivel.y; 

and Clause i5 wh:i_eh presorlbed a maximum penalty of £,20 

a servant already 

engage•J by ano·ther master~ 

'l'l18SB prov:i.s:tor1s: wl1ich Sl1per-ficia,.lly suggested a 

oro·1:is :hiBI'archic vi_ew of tb_e serv·ant hrex~e n .. ot :in. fact 

ltistorical rigid; b·u.t .mar:ked a _pa.rtic11.lar poi.r1t in tl1.e 

el::·b a11d J:""'.low of sociaJ ax1d_ enviro1une11ta.l J1eeds .. J'11 Engl.ish 

law~ t'he ,penalty for ax.rjr 'm·isde1neanour 1 i.n emp.loyment was 

i):rescribed in ·1746 as a nu1x.:Lnnl.m 1 one c.:1lenda1"' rrror1t1:1' ;
1 

1n 

1765 al;sco11ding fron1 serv·ice t·1as ele·vated. into a SBJ)arate 

clause and thE~ r)ex1a1 for tl1e o:ff'e:nce :i.r1creased to a 

min:Lrn1Jlll o:f ? 011e rnont.h.' artd a trJz1.xin1um of 'three mor1ths t in a 
"> 11101.1.s;,-1 of co_r1"'ectio:r1t ;r-- ir1 182J t!1is was altered to read 

sirn_p.ly· 1 a reasonalJ.1e time riot ex_cee.dix1g three n1ontt1s t, arid 

a.l t ern .. a tJ v es of aba t en1ent 

provi.ded. J 
of wages and of d.i 

In 1828 in Kew South Wales, when 

tJ1e co·nvi0t as assig11ed servar1t had bee ome t11e p:r'i.nci._pa1 

eJen1er1t J11 the '.-'!Ol"k:fo·rce 1 the- pen.al ties f'or abscondi:r1g i"'rorn 

se-rv·ice \--ve:re prov·ided as o maximum o.f sJx .. mo.r1ths gaol or 

(presuma three months in a 

house of correction a forfeiture of wages fas.~Aehall 

4 
appear just and reasonable', The Act of' 1828 also created 

engaged to a:rLotl1e1"' mast,er:- ax1d pre-scribed. a penalty of to 

£20.5 In 1840, wi.th the end o.f transportation and a 

cor1seq1A.t.:.r1t d\\l'i:r1d .. li.r1g oi~ co1Tvj_cts r'ema.t11ir1g :i:r1 assigned 

ser·v·ice ~ and w:it.h a.mong 0th.er things the t e.xterided. oocupat:io_n 

c."19, CJ.ause II. 

2 .. -
b Geo III, c.25, Clause Iv. 

34 Geo IV, o.J4, Clause I.II. 

Geo IV 9, Cl;;l11se 1,. 

54 Vic 2J, Cl.ause 1. 



o.f ·the 10 . .r1ds of L.Ne~v SoutJ1 

growing inability to catcl1 

1 > Wa.l.es2', it was 

ox· ( wl1e11. c a1.tgl1t) 

absco:r1der tl1at led to the _p:r'Hscr:i.bed penal 

perhaps the 

to gaol the 

b a 

for·feitltl'H of wagE~s~ '·in de:fal1lt 1 o.f 1,rhic.·h a mt:'l .. xim·um o.f 
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2 1 thi~ee cale.r1daT' JnontJ1s i i:n the 1 co1nmon ga.o.l'.. The o.ff'e11ce 

o.f 1 .knowirjg J y t etnfJ.trYJrJ.11g or 11ar·bour:i11g an e:tigag ed servant 

tvas retai11.ed ~ 3 

Irt t t1e ea.1' ly 18 therefore:, the coloni.al ~<let was 

bot11 to1J..ghor· an.fl n1tlder tha11 tb,e,~ prevai.iing :English Act of 

182J. -r11e Er1glisl1 Act env:Lsaged a 1 ho11se of correction t E1nd 

riot a t g£i.ol r 1 and. rnad_e r10 provis io·n foT' 1 kno11vlng 

or l12_rbouri.r1g thP absco:r1det'~ On the other hand 1 for 

abs con.Cl the colonial !\ct provi,ded :for a fir1e 

i:r1stead o'f' Jmp_risonn1ent, On the whole, with :i.ts implicit 

:t'en tio11 t11a:t; dist.a11c? had outrun. ,j'ustlee and t11at ar1 

abscor1d se:r•v·;:1:nt haci al.ready :L11 fE;ct f'i.ned 11imself', the 

co.1o:ni.a1. Act was peI'f1ap.s a confessior1 o:f 1.;ealzn.ess b3r 

I'e s1:;011sible inan. 

common with a number of other acts, t'ol.lowing doubts as to 

t:r1e J<:";ga1 vaJ 

Terence 

o:f thn s1llllma:t'y· jurlsd_ictio.n of strates,, 

took-, 'tl1.e opportur1ity to w·ri_te ar1 

" e11tireJ·:v x1ew Masters 1 and Serva:ritst Act .. .J Th:ts Irisl1, 

Cat:holio, a.ristocratica.1.1.y m;ir1ded landowr1er a11d sq·uatter 1.-Vas 

appa.11ed by the ind:U'ference or servants to their duties and 
. 6 

t11e Jack o:f :int t·y- of' tnasters towards t1leir servant:s,, 

His Aat was therefore sternly inJ'ormed by his propositlon 

that 'the law should equally compel the servant to do h:ls 

., c;1a11se 21' 

'l 
'Ibld., Clause 6. 

6 
See j 101"' , bi.s Report J'rom the 

tJ"1e Masters' a11d Se.rva11tst Act, , 
Select Conuuittee 
18!+5, pp.507-9. 

on 

Lt 



And insofar as the 

inuni,r1ent estab-1isl11ne:r1t of P~_:; Lt·y· Sessior1s b the 

basic a11.d prae t.1.caJ Lsdict·.iox1, a.nd tl1(~reby 1nake an 

elern<-::ntai~y .. Ju.d'ic'ia.1 co11q11est or"' d:istar1cc·s the sql1at 

districts were s1xbs1J.rned ir1 rlfl1r·ray 1 s pur·vi.ev: wi tho11t e.xrJJi.c.it 

or i.tnpJ icit :re:fe1'"'ence- <) 

I11 t111s sp.i..:e:t t of' oomprel1ensi·ve sternness, Mu:rray 

consciou.sly prescribed for 'absc from serv~cei the 
') 

l-erms o.t~ tb.e pre\ra.ilir1f~ lis11 Act of' 18~2.3, 4., :name a 

m.axim1.un of r tl1ree tno:ntl.1s ~ i:n a thol1se of' co.r'rectior1t or 

abate1ne:r1.t of wages or d:i.tww>I·ge !...,.,rom se:rviceoJ 1-Ie reta.tned 

tl1e colo-r1iaI clause, unkrt-0Wr1 to the Er1glis11 Act., ·respecting 

persor1s 'k . .r1owi:r1g1y- 1 en11J.loy:i.:ng or harbouring ser·vants a l·ready 

emp the tnax.i.Jnum penalty be £20; 

or1e J1a.l f of any" fj rte was ~to be IJa::Ld 

and added a proviso 

to the informer•.
4 

~f'l1er1 logic _per:haIJS t"ather tl1an a se~nse of the practical took 

M11rra:l ori. to le sJaTe in three clauses, without precedent 

:in Engl:ish or col.onia1 Masters' and Servants' Acts, to 

provide for the gi by masters of written discharges 

from service, 5 for the produ~tion of these discharges by 
F 

Sl?'rv·ants wl1er1 seek.ing fresh emplo;rment~ 0 
a11d thirdly in 

te:rins <)f tl1e c:ri.m1r1al code for tl1e 1>rosec'l1tior1 of an3.ro11.e 

g:iv' f"a.lse discl1arges..,? E_xemi:;t froin tl1ese 11roV'-i.s:i.o.ns 

(which in their effect peri resembled the 'passport~ 

ar1d 1 t:i.cket-o-f=_leave 1 controJ o±~ the convict) 1:,ras ~a 

week.J y serva.n .. t oyed within arry city or town .••• 1 

1 

'I.bi cl., p. 

? 
-Ibid., pp.507-8. 

39 Vic 27, CJ.ause 2. 
4 

Clause lt;:id . ' 1 .5 • 

5 Ibid, I C.lause 12 f 

6
Ibid. • Clause 1 J. 

ld. ' C laltse l 4. 

8 111. l 
' µ Jµ( " ' 

CI a use 12. 



Without this .last proviso, the system of written 

discha:rge wol1.ld have col ed almost at once 

·u.n_der its o·wn. As ~t was, it was over-elaborate 

sti'u .. ott1ra11·y beca11s101 d<:-J)er1dant 011 tb.e t111q_1.1ali fied 

co-operatio11 o.f c1.1.t 111asters- a:n.d al~l sei·va:r1ts ·be;rond th<±· 
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t, 0Wl1-., On the o.f masters this kind of co-operation was 

improbabl0. Given rne intractable labour shortage that 

prevailed in New South W~les until the mid 1850s, it would 

b.ave re a.11 alJstr.:::iet integrity·· to ask awk\rvard 

(fUestior1s ot~ a:.r1y· servar1t wh.o did co1ne to 11.ar1d or 

f·ort·uitot1s1y prese11t J1i.r.n.self for service.. 'l'here were, too, 

e masters will:ing to indulge in chicanery ·(and shipping 

agents to profit by :Lt) to c;et the:Lr labour at the expense 

of other master's wJ10 9 f'or· example 1 .had laid 01~t mone)~ to 

bring labo11r' into Ke-iv South Wales and f~o1.1nd. th.e 

labour on i·ts ,arr.i.v·a.l whi.s.ked. away else·where by the offer 
1 

of' higher wages or by :false pretences. The best that: the 

syst:en1 o.f disol1a.rges ci:.:ruld therefo.r·e expect was the 

co-operation at· maste1·s wl10 were either hor1est meI1 (of' whorn 

there were a great 1111rr1ber) or caref'ltl me·n who r;aid 

business-like attention to deta:Ll :Ln their operations (of 

who1n there were pro.hEtbly :celative :few) • 

When Murray turned his stringent approach to the 

propos:i.t:Lon that the master was to pay h:Ls servant;, it is 

x1ot at all ttrtlikel-y· tJ:1at t·he ta.eget was less the dishor1est 

master who deliberately used distance to evade ultimate 

11ay'lner1t o:f \'\rages; but mo:re tl1e man who £ailed to attend to 

details, such as the capacity of h:Ls credit in Sydney to 

sustair1 his orde:rs dr·a'l.v:r1 for s. Thj. s lack of' 

professionalism in one's own activi was '\VidespT'ead and 

11er·vasive 1 a11-d it seems :iril1erent :!.mprobab1e that a servant 

would receive attentive dealing from men who did not give it 

ever1 to their ow11 r>eers ;.:;nd to (Yff'icers of' gover'r:unent4 '.I'hls 

1
D. Denho.lm, op. cit., generally: and in particu.lar, the 

compJ,air1t madG James lvf:-:1.car-rlTur i.11 18 to thi.s ef'fect 1 ar1d 
sJ_milar es ma.de J_11 th.e e 185()$ respect G·ermar1 
:tmn1igrants LO J>.10.reto11 Bay·~ t witl1 conf'irn1ator·y 
evidence o.f ·these chilrges adduceabl" from extant records; 
Chapter 9. 
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ai'f'.ror1 t ed 1nen like C omn1is s i or1e r Artl1ur 

Edward Hal.Loran o.f' Wide Bay who captured its essence :i.n 

r"elJI"'tJ..ar'·y· ·1355 i11 a 11ctmber of reports on tenders ·for .new runs 

subm1tted by resident squatters, Halloran writing in respect 

o:f a. X'tlYL e:aJ 1.ed 'Bay· V :i.e·w' : 

This Tender comprises both land and ~· The who.le 
of the land is :i.ncluded in the Resclrve extending 
three m:LLes back .from high water mark. 
T·his 'Te:r1der is t11e.refore recorrunended ~fo·r rejecti.o:n .. 

Later ln the day, having polished his prose at the expense 

or f'our more Wide Bay squatters, Halloran began his report 

on 'Wang a Wanga' with the phrase, 'The Land and Sea applied 

for in this Tender .... •
2 

It was in 184_5 .Murray's object to .force the d:ishonest 

and the careless into accepting their responsib.i.lities to 

thei.r serva11ts ~ Drawing upon the English Act of 1823, he 

ir1trod·uced prov·isior1 for' t11e r recover-y of wages b·y distress 

ancl sale of goods' levied on the master,3 and then without 

pI'f:::cede11t went on to prescribe that; where 1 such l.ev·y cannot 

be made or shall prove insuf.ficient' the master was liable 
~· 

to a maximum sentence o.f three months gaol. Thus where on 

tl1e o:r1e :har1d serv·a:r1ts as 'free' or non-co.nvict rnen were 

su'bjected to a kir1d of .Pass system, their masters were 

subjected equal.Ly to a liabi.lity without parallel in 

English law, and once again it might be supposed that log:i.c 

pushed Murray beyond the realm of' what was practical. On 

the other hancl, Lt might be supposed that the unprecedented 

threat, simply· as a t11:reat, was adeq·uate for its ,p11rpose .. 

And even as a threat only to the traditional and 

·t1nc1uestior1ed f'reedo1n. of respor1sible rnan, it was a comxnent on 

pastoral social disorder that Murray's proposa.ls were passed 

1 
'Cornmissioner of Crow11 I_.ands, Wide Ba·y,to Chief Commissioner 
of' Crown Lands, Sydney, 12 February 1855 (QSA - CCL 3/G2, 
C.C.L., Wicle Bay, Letter Book 1855-1857, 55/2). 
2 ·1· . d 01. " , ss/5. 
'1 
'9 Vic 27, Clause 5~ 

!;I_ . cl .bl • 
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by tirn st 

Wales. 

pastoral Legislative Council of New South 

It \'las essent:ially an 1tnus11al .llct wri_tten for ar_i_ 

unusual occasion; ax1d eJeven years later, when events had 

outrun the occasion, N:i.ohols s 

unprecedented way. Amid prosperi 

the Act in his own 

, a good supply of 

Jabour, the spread of towns and the anticipated launching 

of' ar1 it.ir1e:r·at·ir1g superior cou.rt jt1risd_iction to oversee 
1 

Petty Sessions and facilitate appeals, Nichols retained 

the clause against 'knowingly' employing or harbouring a 

S<:3T'Valtt a 
2 

engaged, but entirely discarded the system 

of written discharges. He retained levy by distress to 

Ineet ivages due 1 but reduced tl1e d.ef~ault sentence on a mast€r 
1 

fr•om a maxiJn11m of tb.ree months to f'ourtee:tt da·ys .. ~ ~1ost 

:irresponsib.le n1an as serv-ant ivas defir1ed out, 

of existence when the penalty provi.ded :for absconding t·rom 

se_rvice wn1.s no longer gaol in tl:1e rnary- instar1ce, but k'l 

fine 'riot exceeding ten poundst, the same reco\.terable b;r 

di.stress a.r1d sale t;.-f goods 7 a.rid \Vhere d.istress was 

:insufficient :for the purpose, the penalty (as with a master) 
I+ 

-..:-;as to be i1npI'iso:nment fo.r a maximum of four'teen days~ 

Whatever a servant with no possessions and on £JO or £110 

only a year may have thought o:f the change, it represented 

t11e t::r1d of a. trad:itJ_onal hier~1rchic disti11cti.or1 betwee11 

two halves of society. There would stLll be masters and 

ser\rants l1ut a mar1 as a n1a11 nras f'orma.lly separated f'ron1 11is 

ce in society: and it was to the that Nichol.s 

ir1sj sted ir1 Corrilllittee debate on his Bill t.hat the defal1Jt 
~ 

ser1ter1ces o-.r1 "bot:h masters ar~d n1en ·had_ t{) t)e identical,,""' 

1
see Ni.chols 1 comments in.LA Debates, JO December 1856, 

J1 December 1856, p.5, coL2. This super.ior jurisdiction 
established by the District Courts Act in late 1858, 
22 Vic 18. 

'.> 
~20 Vic , Clause 9. 

J Ibid., C.lause 5. 

4Ibid~; C1;J:use 2.,. 

' was 

S~JA D' . J. D b 0 ·" .,, ek,1atesil --o ecem eT' ·10)0, 31 December 1856, p.5, 
coJ..2, the debate on Clause .). 



ln a wide sense the assisted immigrants of' the mid 

1850s entered a New South Wales socially ready to receive 

this legislation. Par'tS of' Ne\.V South Wa.1es were per'haps 

re to go beyond this stage the Select Committee out 

of ;,vh1cl1 N:ichols t J.egislatior1 ca1ne actua.11)" beg art 

de bat vlhetl1er t11ere was a r1eed for a .Masters r ar1d 

Serv«1ntsr Act at all, and co.ncl11ded event·ual that 'it 

lation for wa.s ir1expedier1t 
1 this i1urpose r • 

to extt.irel:y~ dispen.se ·with le 

'I'l1e Conunitteets repo.rt con.sistecl of a 

sing.le paragraph 1 devoted o.nly to formal consideratior1s 

(.in 184.5 Murray had written three pages explanatory of' 

pu.rpose and C()llSlderations) n The seCOTld read debate in 

the Assembly consisted entirely ot' Nichols' formal motion. 
2 

As a Bill, it went through Committee without chaLLenge to 

its internal priorities.3 

fl'his ·u11contr·oversi.al, ever1 perfunctory, career of' 

Nichols' legisla<:ion suggests that the Act was simply 

catching up with soci.al reality. Some of its assumptions 

were explicit. L ikc ~'1urr·ay 1 s 1 it was an >\Ct :for an 

occasion~ 's elaborate discharge provisions v,rere 

discarded because, said Nichols, they had already broken 
4 

do·V\~n~ Niehols t insistence on equality of gaol ser1tences 

:in the comrnon law :pr-ovisions, and their un_precedented 

1nild11ess, c_le described_ society as it was reflec~ed in 

the islattire ~ \·111ert it carne to the environrnent probJ.en1s 

that had al.ways bedc,vil:l.ecl the ideas and arnbi t:i ons of men 

in Nev,~ So11tl1 Wales 1 Nichols agair1 was explicit> see in 

tl1e a11ti ed itlr1erating superior- jurisd.ictio11 a co1nplete 

judicial conquest of di.stance.5 

Select Conunittee,"~fl.iasterst ;:::rnd Servantsr ... ~, V & P 1 

1856-.57, Vol.2, p.470. 

2 
Li\ Debates, 12 December 1856, 13 December 1856, p • .5, 

co.L 1. 

3 LA Debates, JO Dercenfber 1856, SMH, Tl December 1856, p • .5, 
cots .. 2-3~ and _'.31 f)eGemb-;r-·1856, p.2, cols~4~5~ 

·" ~Ibid., §MR, ol . ~l. 

5Ib ... 
_ J_d" ' col.2, the debate on Clause j. 



l'1'11at \'las missir1g ir1 i:;l1is S{}cial, envi.rorunental and 

judicial perception o:f New South Wales was the frontier, 

arid 1 t did not f:L t into the e cit an\] in1JJlicit 

tranquillity that governed the formulation and passage or 

Nichols' Act. There was obviously a :further and unstated 

assumption that tlle :fronti'2r was irrelevant to society as 

it \Vas reprt"!se11ted in the _t\.sse1nbly .. And as the assumption 

was u11stated 1 :its 11atl1:t~e can_ or1ly in t1irr1 be ass11med~ It 

is not improbablt2 that i.t was the sum of three states or 

mind - a legal tendency to ignore practic<d difficulties, 

the introversion of the town in its own co11cerns ir1 poli tic51 

( tl1e radical 12,mr)ire of t:h.e tiJnG had much to say abo11t t11e 

coloni-1:11 power struggle bu"t n_otiti1ig about inasters and 

serva11.ts)" arid a belief' tl1a.t ir1 tk1e .fo:reseeable fut1,t1'.'e ttie 

northern frontier would go its own way as a separate olony. 

The ia1 cor1quest of distance 1.v-01.:i.ld lor1g b€ .:1 

rnirag-e ix1 parts of Ne\Y Soutl1 Wales, as Vincent Ja.rr1es DowJ .. J11g 

implied in 1863 when he wrote at the Da 1 Saiy- an old 

shepherd of mine who had deserted the sheep talked 

mag:Lst£>ria1 l.tosli t;o J1i.rr1 about the 

inability of ~be town to perce~ve the frontier was 

demonstrated in late 1857, appropriately by a 

rne:rcJ1ant ar1d S(1ua L ter 1 San1ueJ. Deane Gord.on, \-Vf1e.r1 on the eve 

of the final collapse of the frontier in the Dawson 

he cJajmed i:::t tl1e Esti1nates dc;bates that the blacks WGT'C 

no 1-onger a len:: ir1 New So11th Wales .. i\.s for no1'therr1 

separation_, the u.r1stated assun1ptior1 had merit,, 

awkward problems in the north that did not flt: Nichols' 

picture of tranquillity, and the separation of enslar1d 

as it became i11 December 18.59 removed th,e IJroblems from t11e 

e\v of' New Sou.tt1 Wales,, cant of these 

prol-Jlems th;;1t af'ter the plu.teau of' assi.sted :Lm1nig:ration in 

185 1 I-Iamburg an{1 Bremen sl1iIJ:ping companies fo·ur1d profit 

in speculative immigration traffic directed mostly to the 

1
Dowling, Diary, 

Statio·n)" 
·i, entry dated 2 August 1 'J iE'<'SV)'d . "- :L ,i, '.,i_ 



northern pastoralists.
1 

lt was also signif'icant that 

Queensland found Nichols' mildness inadequate in a land 

composed mostly of frontier and in 1861 rcdsed the pena.lty 

f'Ol" ttbsc.o,r1d from service from £10 to £20 and the gaol 

sentence in case of failure of distress ai1d sale of' goods 

from fourteen to three months:
2 

whi.le in following 

Nichols~ o.rl·ties, t:l1e .1naster becarne si1ni1arly subject 

in respect of unpaid wages.3 

On l1a.la:r1ce, tl1e.u, the assisted irrurrigrants of" tb_e tnid 

1850s were ent New Sout.Ji i'/ales whon :forrnal and 

:i.n_for'tna l 11.ie_rarch:lc d.istirlctiori:s were t-, j _n some cases, 

lJlLlI'red 1 and i11 other c<1ses abar1d.oned,, ·Tl1c tr·er1d_s in the 

way a birth notlce was writte11, in the decline or moral 

value b attaclied to tl1e lesser orders, ir1 l.iteracy, irt 

the repeal of Wentworth's Assisted tior1 Act arid in 

tl1e assurnptiorts an.JJ fir1al f'orm o.f Nicltols 1 i•1c1sters 1 and 

Servant5 r -~ct 1 col.leotively suggested an z::mex·gent society 

:founded on impersonal re1ationships between masters and 

servartts 1 a society ill which the o:r1ly cox1ce-i.vable hiei~archy 

could 11ave been t:r1at of lmadorned. \vealth~ 

ta list 

socie rPquires a social history of' the city of y. 

It is su:f:ficte11t 11er'e to suggest tl1at t11e soclal 

cor1ti.r1ui tit-JS -v1er·e 11ot so easily broken~ If adornment o:f 

adornments" :rt 1-1ot1ld J-1av·e been hard :f'or peer or servant 

oJ' an 

eruanc i pis t 1 kinsman by rna e to Willi.ant C11arles Yient\vort11 

and many others of emanc 

v.n.d Co" 1 and of the 

t origint 

slative Assemb 

of Coo1Jer 

in 8 

JJro J e ct ed_ the bu:i o:f 'Woollahra Hoose', planned to be 

the est a11d .firtest I'esider1ce in tl1e colony,, Pe t~r· an_d 

servant 1vou_J_d surely- 11r:1ve had. to admi·re, or -i;..rince, \vhe·n in 

1
D. Denholm, op.cit., Chapter 10. 

er1sland; Vic 11, Clause J. 
3 Ib' · r' • _ io,,,, '""-"·ause 
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the presence of 400 inv:i. ted guests and a band, the 

found.a tiort stone o·f t)Toollat1ra' wa.s lai.d b)'. t:t1e Governor-· 

' f ' s ·1 w - ·i General o New out1 aiesd 

Insoi"ar as the assisted in1n1igrar1ts o:f the n1i<1 and late 

1850s were destined to work on pastoral properties, they 

would discover however that the landed gentry and resident 

scm;nters of New South Wa.les h~od older and more immed:iate 

wa·ys tha11 sheer' wealtl1 to cox1vey stat:iol1 a11d 1-"anl<:~ In 

terms of their own pec·r group, it must be remembered that 

many o±- tl1e squatters, an(] IJerha.ps many of' the ge 

not wealthy, and for the purpose be roughly equated 

with the squires or lesser g of' J\ t the c 1ose 

and intimate range of the dir~'ler table, the absence of 

c:reaxn f'1~om the tea '\\as adequate to remirld t11e sur)e_ri11tender1t 

Thet'e was r10 mista}~1n.g t11e womenf'o1k. 

of' tl1e hon1estead when t11e·y we11t Ol-1t of' doors 1 because 

rode side-saddle. .Arid the ser·vant :i11 his ql1arters) fJe 11c 

superintendent or shepherd, k.'lew his place in the hierarchy 

tl:le number o:f paces between his quarters and the 

homestead. Overt wealth or the public assertion of' rank 

were in :fact not at all necessary to the hierarehic style. 

But left at that, these were intr:insica sterile 

exercises.,, Tl1e substax1ce of' the m~\ster and serv'"ant 

re121,tionship 1vas ·ct.n.derneath, arid it was in tl1e. nature of 

an i.tnperative., Master and servant needed each other. 

Wi tho11t tl1is 1 it is d ouLtf't1.l whether the h.ierarc:l1.ic soc :i.e 

beyond tl1e to\\r:r1 ·w·o1lld :nave sti.rvived to flou:eish afresl1 as 

it did in tJ1.e late dr:cades o.f the ni:r1eteentl1 cer1tury~ It 

is probable, too, that the be er1 l11c re, 

in. gi·eater 01:-- lesse:r degree, a11d the :r·elf;vance of' the late 

1850s and early 1860s was that this bond becaru.e more 

i.r1d.ispensible ir,,vers as f'or1nal ar1d_ ini"ortnal d.istir1ctions 

of mar1, master ar1d servant v.·ere discarded d 

Wb.f:rc;1,rer tlle :irrward and out,va.r'd gene.ral oorrespor1der1ce 

of a squatting station is extant, it is clear that the 

1 
"Fo:r a tv;o~columr1 acco-t1n"t of~ the ceren1ony, see 
15 December ·18 , p.4, co.L6, and p.5, col.L 
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resident squatter was the dispenser in human need, 

In bis isolated and private territory he was by def1ni.tion 

the wealthiest, the most educated, certainly the 

most inf'.luential, the man whose f'ami.ly, business and 

:friendship ems sparu1ed land, towx1 arid seas, t.t1e ·vi ta.1 

middle man in short who in the squatted lands made most of 

society's transactions possible. 

For illiterate, e or isolat.ed 

emp.1.oyees, he 'filed birth and death detai.ls to the strar-
1 

General; lie e11s11red. that a coat and a ,jog fou:nd their way 
? 

back to a man who had lef't his employ; - he directed his 

merchants in Sydney to draw in hi.a name on a Scottish bank. 

so that a ., 
Scotland;,..., not 

postal off'j_cia1: 

cou.ld :r·emi t f-L1nd.s t <> hi s 

he filled the functlon of a 

Yot1 had :in your e.tnpl at one time a 
German named John Seipp, Will you be kind 

to ir1f'orm me whet:t1er 11e is still i.t1 your 
service Could you tell me his present address, 
1{e 11.ave a_ G-errna_n UIHJ11 this statio11ffe Acia.m l'~ick.e.1, 

vvho has a lett-er _fro-nt Seipp's }.1otJ1er (;e1~n1ar1y·. 

Wl1ich he is anxious to forwEtrd to him .. 

The squatter led and collected the ho ta1 s11t;scri on 

1i st s {'rorn his 
_!) 

oyees; he traced 
1 

01~ c~r1d1;_-c;avolired To 

trace next of kin of deceased employees for both 

hi1martitarian and est<-:1t(:,: _p11r~poses; 6 
he lent his ::n.·,zthorit}'-

to the safe transit o.f his shepherds 1 valuables: s's 

ltl<:":J:tch sent to Too1\1'oni.fJa to da)~ by- postman, 
'" 

over·all. silver-.~ I_,r E ;\ P:::i.ris 1 / 

1c:r. Second Annual Report of Regist;<tr·-<c>·" 1 1 (-?IlS la11d 7 

1 2, (Qld)i 1862, Vol.1, pp. 

2John Perfrernent to Messrs Archer, 15 
3 1 Archer Pape Vol~IV, General 

1862, pp. .). 

t. 1861 ("~11, _, 
() orresr1ortde_nc e 

ed at homestead but not t d 
'"'"·"'-"'· 6, Tarong a Barambah rs. 

41-lil.liam 1Yarr~e.r1 to 1-iessrs A:rcher & Co,., JO ~Tarn.1ax~y 1 2 
(Aroher Papers, op.cit., p.605), 

5See,for instancev for the River:in.a" Pastor·al 'I"i_nles, 2 Jl111e 
18_5 ~ IJ .. 4 3 coJs.,.J-4; artd _-for t11e r1ortt1err1 Dar'l:ir1g Dov.'IlS;­

~:.E!l!!:JL.!:t~;~~G~_;.a~c :::z~. c:t::_· :i:t~. 1 ~J a rr1.1a ry 1 8 6 J . 
J, Dav·id 

! 196 J) 'p. J 

Journal, c•ntry dated '.) February 1863 (A1'lJA-P. 
op.cit.). 
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and he was the obvious •safe hand' by which their money could 

travel across the countryside: 

hands of G. Clapperton, the sum 

'Received from Tam Tieng, per 
1 

of three pounds.• 

;fq~i~tA5k 
On his relatively isolated station beyond the boundaries, 

the resident squatter of the later 1850s and 1860s was 

inheriting this necessary and functional role that the landed 

gentry o:f New South Wales had inherited at an earlier time 

from their British world. It was a role that extended o:f 

course beyond one's servants. If the records o:f the Archer 

Brothers at Gracemere and of George Clapperton at Tarong are 

a colonial criterion, squatters were seldom done, upon rf0quest 

from a:far, 

or realis 

up, running in, and holding i'or collection 

by sale, horses ieft behind lame or sick by 

drovers and other itinerants. Quite apart from the many 

requests upon his purse, the gamut o:f needs to which he was 

central was probably endless. He sold a breeder cow to the 

Native Pol.ice sergeant who wrote: 

Sir, .iwri te to you to know if the Cow that is 
Running with martins Cattle about this Camp Belongs 
to your firm as iheer She is Brandid CA Loins HH/O 
Rump ii':f you will Sell hir to me as she stops about 
heer so well •••• 2 

He lent the weight of his name and experience as requested to 

the young man who wrote: 

2 

My friends at home are very anxious :for me to go 
& settle at Port Natal, and I very much :fear that 

will decline giving me any assistance to make 
a beginning here unless I can convince them of' the 
superiority of this colony •••• Might I ask you to 
write a :few lines on the subject, that is, on the 
prospect before a young man who can get a start 
in sheepfarming here •••• I trust you will excuse 
my putting you to this trouble, :for I am well aware 
that a few lines :from you will have more effect at 
home than as many pages :from me. 

Receipt filed in ANUA - p.86, ibid. 

James Boles to Mr Gaden, 14 
Archer Papers, Vol, IV, General 

1859 (ML - A.J882, 
Correspondence, p.169), 
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William Archer or 'Gracemere • noted on the margin, 'Wrote 

to his fatl1er recommend.ing to give t1i.m a start aftei" 

The Catholic townspeople of' lt ' ' . h c I 1 consu. in.g wit _ onr:i.or ... 

Gayndah in the Burnett appealed to what was presumably 

the only Catholic s~1atter in the electorate: 

I think the next opportunity that is of'f'ered 
you ought to come forward and represent our 
interests, you would be safe to be returned, 
I see that O'Sullivan is thrown out f'or Ipswi.ch. 
We will not have a s le Catholic Member i_n the 
Houst0:~ ·T'liis is realy sic] too bad out of a ? 

population where nearly one half' are Cathol:ics, -

In this general sense, therefore, this role of the 

rnidd.li:,~ marJ.. in societyt s trar1sactioI1s was probably unlimited~ 

But mov l1ack agai11 toward_s the centre o.f' l:1is inf'luer1ce, 

he ultimately had more to of'fer than the f'ul.fiJ.ment of' 

in1mediate neecls .. For in the long run, if it were sought, 

he o1~fered c1 :form of' securi.ty and stability-~ As or1e stood 

closer to him, one could find there elements of f'riendship 

or neig11bourliness; as did t11e erna:r1cipist ster;father and 

emancipist mother of' the brothers Tyson whose farmlet at 

Appin adjoined the •Park Hall' Estate of' Sir Thomas 

stone Mitchell, the Surveyor-General of New South 

Wales. While shared generally in the •benevolent 

surveillance' of Park Hall, it was evident in 1842 that as 

in1n1ediate neighbours they,. were also the reel er1ts of 

material aid~ 

Sir, 
I am J:1app::y· t:o iri:forn1 yoll that 1..ree Reeei.\red yo11r 
Letters wi l:h the in:formation Concerrti11g t1:1e I)eeds 
and_ lik.ewise yo·ur ]<ir1d.ness in pro your' 
goodness to draw t11em and to j)ay- the 1nox1e:y \.vl1ich 
wee will Return at the fi.rst Opportuni and be 
great 

'We re1nai.n 
Yours Lty 
Tho.and Isabella C.lements 

1
Charles Mitchell to William Archer, 27 

A.J88J, ibid., pp.467-69). 
AUl!uist 1861 (ML -

is G. Connolly to George Clapperton, 8 June 186J 
(ANUA-P,86, op,ciL), 

JT,M.Z. Denholm, 
Unive1~sity o:f 
p. 12. 

,James Tyson 1819-1898 ( unpubl. J\LA. Thesis, 
e.nsland,1969), pp.11-12, the ation from 
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At closer quarters agai.n to the middle ni_a.n ir1 society's 

transactio.ns~ as serv~ant to him, he u.ltimate1yr o£fe.-rE~d (in 

f:rier1dshi1), :respect, or indif:fer·e11ce as t11e case may· be) 

sec11ri t·y i.n a:t:l otheT'\Vise u:r1c ertain wo·rld,, It was 

appropriate that when Mrs Clements• son, James on, 

became the biggest squatter and the richest man in 

Austraiia, he served this function :for other men and women, 

His housekeeper at Hayfield in Victoria, Mrs Parsons, would 

test:i after his death, 'I never spoke un1.ess I was spoken 
·1 

to', but she was secure. 

lt was probably true that most squatting stations had 

alvvays att.racted one OX' more permanent servar.tts :for i;vl1om 

a tolerable master offered the most stable security in 

sight, For all his troub1es, HobJ er had such a one in 

Cooley, who with his wife and chi1dren appears to have 

remained_ on Nap Nap. 

Bacc11us Mars:t1, a }lap 

When, after Hobler 1 s de 

she })herd mu:cd ered the 

e to 

superintendent 1 :i.t was Cooley who got out a rifle and 

One report said that Cooloy f'ound 

hi3u suicided,. 1 An.otl1er report', 1vrote Hob1.er* 1 i,s that 
2 

our stockma.n CocLley sl1ot 11.im'.,, 

Pern1a:n.ency, o:f co·urse, m:igl'1t mear1 110 n101'e tltan a forn1 

of' prisor1 .in a disorier1tated wox~ld 'I as it pr'obabl·y· ""¥as f'or 

Gilbert Davidson's shepherds •too crawling a set to .leave 

for the digg ', 3 ar1d as it certalnly was f~ot' M11lmul and 

Pundoor, the two b,lack servants on Edward David Stewart 

Ogil'..rie 1 s 1 Yt1lgilbar~ :ir1 L}1e early 1850s:: 

2 
Hobler, 

(ML - C. 

Made an attempt at daybreak to secure Mu1mul 
and Pundoor to punish them f'or their robbery 
oI the store lvl1i1st I was i11 , ca11ght 1 

Pundoor and £.logged him but Mulmul escaped,"' 

,J ou.r11al, Vol.6, entry dated 10 January 1849 
7) ' 

'.}Chapter 6 above. 

l~Ogilvi.e 1 Dlax··y 1 Vol~2, entry d.ated 9 
A.6993), 

18.50 (ML -
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Permaner1cy 1 too, could mean si.mpJ"y an tncapacit·y to makt-; 

rational choices. In the literature of Australia, the man 

\<Vas Iegio11 \\l'ho when t1olding mor1ey at the end of a cor1tr'act 

period witl1 aJ1 en1.ployer, failed to start uri tlte: l1ierarchic 

ladder or1 his o·wn 1 and d:rarll{_ out 'his chequc 1 perforce 

re 

circle. 

to the same or another employer to repeat the 

In '181>8 HobJ.er wrote, 'Robinson retur.ned having 

swallowed the £12 given him 10 days ago & incurred debt 

to the same ~ ' 1 arno11ni... ,. In 1861 George Clapperton 

of Tarong recorded in his journal that •J. Murray came back 

:from Burnett Inn where he has "knocked down" his cheque' 

But by 1861 (if not earlier in ·r.he older squatting 

districts) mer1 ,,.Lil-ce R.obinson and it·f11rra:;r had increasingl.y 

to share their su·bordi11ate wo1~ld wi t11 me11 wl10 1 to son1e 

exte11tt did. rnaJ:ce :t"'at:Lon.al cl1oices o_f wl1ere tl1ey- wo-uld go 1 

what they would do wi t:t1 thei:r:~ mor1e3.r, tvho they would vvork 

for, ar1d Vlhe re 1.,rould. seek_ sc:curity· wh1311.ever secLlrity 

2 

became a p.re-ssir1g px~iori ty ~ There is no reason to sUJJpose 

other than that this was happending throughout the lesser 

orders of colonial society in general. But as far as it 

involved squatting, and more particularly as it involved 

the northern d:istricts, thi.s rreer kind of man appeared to 

come from two sources 1 or1f? .fT'on1 tl1e assisted_ ari.d 

speculative irmnigrat.ion traffic of' the mid and J.ate 18 

and early t860s, the oLher concurrently from an internal 

m:i.grat.io11 wh:lcl1 bot11 took adva.r1atge of~ and caused_ a 

·renewed_ gro1tvth of Sql:t-E-1tting to,vns and v~illages as permanent 

1:Jece11tral_:ised basHs for sq __ l1attir1g labour~ 

At Boor1d.oorna in the BL1rnett wh.ere t1:1e staf_f .in 

1851 - 1vas comprised. of' 22. Chinese,.} of 1 .. rhom 0111.y eight 

remained in 1855, .JO German immigrants took their e ir1 

the interna.1 migration reacl1ing thert? in 18.57, 

1Hobler, op.cit., p.84, dated 23 December 18 

2
c1apper10on, Journal, entry dated 20 June 1861 (ANUA-P.86, 

op.cil:.). 
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whereaf'ter it merged with a couple of.' remaining Chinese 

and whatever Germans of' 18 chose t; o renew t11ei.r origir1al 

two-year contracts. In this fusion of the two waves of' 

migratj_.on~ i11 t11r·n,, Ger1nans began ap_pearing at Boondo-oma 

f'rom other stations, and undoubtedly reverse traffic of 

the kind exp1a1ned 

f'rom the station. 1 
the disappearance of original Germans 

By the end of 18 the two waves had 

itself in the increasing and 

variegated -re.ference to hirir1gs a11d discharges to be fo·w1d 
? 1 4 

at Boondooma, - Tarong- and Gigoomgan. Because of' the 

re.ference to pe:1rt;icular iJ1dividuals over wide areas i:t1 the 

space of a f'ev; 3re<1rs,. it is not in11)or;sible that some 

members of this fused migration came to beat f'airly 

themselves to a rom1d of' acceptable 

1nas t ers a system of short-term contracts. 

·T'l1e1~e was, however, mor'e substarttial ev·idence than 

this tl1.at the mi_gr<:.-=ttior1 brougl1t men ca.pat)le of' and v1i. 

to make rational choices. The f'reed.om o:f choice n1ay have 

had j_ts limitations, but it was there, and it was 

ex.ercised~ The migration produced its share of b_lood-

brothers for Robins on and Murray to 'knock down' a cheque, 

ar1d it produced. rnen who al)sconded f'rom ser·vice as 

ef'ficic;,nt as any old hand of New South Wa.les had ever 

done,·5 but tf1is ~vas also the migrati.or1 that produ.ced 111en 

'1.'ho used pastoral sex•vice as a stepping sto.ne to 

i11rlependence irl. t11e squatti.ng towns aI1d vi.llages of the 

northern districts. Toowomba was a case ir1 _po:i1rt., Via 

pastoral ser'\rice t{) Wi.lliani Dumaresq, of' Sco.t1e ar1d via 

storekcepirig 011 the Sofala goJd.f'ield, the inte·rnal migrat:-ior1 

produced o~e 0£ Earl i:,"awf s ; exciles t, Will:iam llenry Gl"'oom, 

1 
Boondooma es Book, folios 1-183 ( OML - OM-66-7). 

>c1apperton, ,Journal, 185.5 onwards genera1 
op.cit.). 

oomgan J our'r1al, 4 onwards generally (OML-OM68-·13). 

ee, :for lrLst<:Lnce, Boondooma es Book, op~cit,. 5 folios 
-15 or 18 and 1 l l and 118 of 1857. 
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The assisted and speculative 

immigrant traf'fic of' the mid and late 1850s produced, vi.a 

the Darling Downs squattages, those Germans who contributed 
1 . to the entreprenuri.a1 vigour of' Toowomba, and there J s no 

a priori reason to suppose that the British immigrants in 

this traffic did not do likewise, Indeed, although on a 

much sma].ler scale (because thf: toi:vr1 1vas muc11 smalle:e), 

tl1i.s was p.robab.ly the ft1nction in Gayndah i_.n the Burnett 

of those Irish Catholics who appealed to George Clapperton 

to stand f~or parl:Larner:vt,, 

The point was that these were years of' meaningful 

choices, ln a past ora 1 context probably unparalleled for 

men of' l.i ttle substance since th<; days of' Macquarie. In 

thi.s co:n.text, wl1ert1 irnn1i.gra11ts and i.Irter·11al Jnigrants were 

increasingly married men, i.ncreasingly with families, there 

ivas ratio11a.1 added stimulus to exercise av·ai1.al)1e choi_ces: 

and ai'ter 1865 one of the functions of closer settlement 

would be to increase the range of choices. In the late 

1850s and early 1860s, it was this availability of options 

and the realistic approach to them servants that 

ex1hanceC! the pr·ospect (nev·er entire.l:y abse11t in preced.ir1g 

years) o:f a rational meeting between master and servant 

Here, while making 

little or no demand ot1 each other's selves, each co1.ild 

f'ree ly me et the needs of the other . 

. John Everett caught the essential, tranquillity of the 

encounte:r· wl1er1 :t1e wr·ote J.n 18 concerning his shepherd 

Coombs: 

We intend bu:ild another hut at Coombs' 
statio11 for Lansloy~ the vlives a:r-e sisters, & 
wo think they will be pleasant company for each 
other. If' they falls out, as Coombs remarked, 
they n1ust t"all in again.2 

1 
Den110 Jrn,: r_rhe C omi"'r"'tg"'. -'o"I"-.• --'t"r""1"'e--'G"-'~""'r'"'1"n"'a"'n.:;.s:::-.;t::..o::.-..;t;,;h=e_,D,.,a=r-'l=i"-r"'1g.._"D""o'"'"''"'n-..s 7 

op.cit., Chapters 8, 10 and l1. 

ohn Everett to CharJ.es Everett, 16 August ·1s 
01.lera Letters), 

(UNEA -
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In the early 1860s, when there was prosperity and a 

reasonable adequacy of labour for masters, and when these 

in turn proffered servants a variable range o:f choices, an 

Irishman and a German hinted at the range of needs that 

could be satisfied inside this h:ierarchic relat:ionship. In 

1863, Michael Burns wrote from Brisbane to George Clapperton 

at Tarong: 

In reply to your Kien<l and Welcome leter wh:ich I 
recieved on the 19. inst So I am highley in 
Detped Depteds to you for your Kiend infamat:ion 
to Mee regarding the Coneleys I have no other 
friend here but you I Could. get several Employers 
but wold take none of thim untill I got an Answer 
:from you on Arcount of what the Prist told. mee 
before I left home wich I see his words Come in 
true that there was no Priests but [few?] I wrote 
to Him from what he told mee to doo & sent Him 
all partlclars and Also anewspaper and told 
I was to Go to you wich he Disierd Mee to doo, 

In 1862, Conrad Althaus, a former employee of the Archer 

brothers of •Gracemere', wrote to one of them from the 

gold.field at Gulf Creek near Moruya, 1,000 miles away: 

Sir, i reclved your Letter, dated May the 17, and 
i am thanki'ul for the honour, you have done me, 
bout i am sorre, that i. caruiot obligh you, to 
file the situation, we have had before, as things 
are now, Mr, Archer i must tell you the Truth, i 
am all one now, the Mrs. has left me, if'f' i can be 
any servis to you, i am your humble servant, and 
will come as soon, as you send me notis. i will 
send Mr, Ke myn addres although i wroth many 
a tlme and x1ewer ha\re gott a anSf;!r.. i had. i 
wou1.d have been at Gracemere long ago, 

Two months 1.ater, he wrote again: 

I recived your Letter dated 1st July, 
your Kind offer as waiter and butler. 
this Phrn'' this Week and i hope to be 
Gracemere please God .. J 

and i accept 
I leave 

soon at 

1Michael Burns to George Clapperton, 22 June 1863 (ANUA­
P.86, op. cit.), 

2 Conrad Althaus to 
Archer Papers, Vol .. 

? J Archer, 28 May 1862 (ML - A.J88J, 
, General Correspon~ence, p.64}). 

3conrad Althaus to Simon Jorgensen, lJ July 1 
p.671. 

2 '} ibid .. J 
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Here in its most tranquil form, with both Burns and 

Al th a us, was the substance of the mast er and servant; 

relationship as the solvent point of complementary needs, 

Wfii . .le every- sq·uattage, like every ot11-er unit of l1runa:r1 

activity in the colony, undoubtedly had its quota or 

servants fastened to their masters by unwillingness to 

·face a disor'ier1tated vvor1d, by i11ertia; b)r in.ca_paci to 

control the sci and by illiteracy and other impediments 

that closed the choices nominally bef'or'e thern, w11at seemed 

to happen in the late ~1850s and early J860s was that at the 

cent:re o.f the 1J_ni t there f'oregatJ1ered a core o·f servants to 

1vhorn 11ierarchic fo1~1ns and distir1ctions were comfortable 

harrless becausf':: secor1dary or peripl1eT'al to their oivn 

rational purposes~ 

What residential aqua tting appeared to be round in 

these yoars.,, in fact, ;vas a ne1v and vigorous versior1 of' 

the hierarchic society. It omitted the graduated possession 

of la11d as a determi:r1ar1t, a11d t11eref'o1~e on1itted relatior1-

s11i:ps sucl1 as 11ad pertained bet;v.reen Sir Thomas l_,:ivingstone 

Mitchell and his ne orzrs, tl-ie Clements~ It might 

e11tertain tenant u"por1 a piece of' .free.hold l.t1r1,CL, 

}Jut tl1is was r1ot a strttcturally necessary· pa1~t .of' the r1e1v 

socie It was constructed essentially on the master and 

serv·ant ne.xus 1 and. 1:0 be v 

the acti\re co-.operation of' a critical nu1ntJ-er of' rnasters 

and servants. And it could be sai.d to have received this 

co-operati(YU becat1se to this cr:ltical n1J.xnber j.t was a 

solv·er1t f'or tJ1eir :r1eed.s, a sottrce of sec11rity, and \·1ihile 

ev-er' choices I'e1nainecl, a n1ediun1 for f'ollo\iiut'; on.e's 01•..-11 

and :fundamental purposes. And i11 tl1is Jast res1>ect, i_t was 

a good .r1 setti.ug as any ·for those 1nen who have always 

pointed their lives, whether as shepherd or butler or 

ove:elar1de1~} to a pro.fessional pr:Lde ln their v1ork .. 

This emergt:11t soci was no golden age., :rt was still 

possible :for masters to t11i:nk th_eir st.:.irvnntsr t\rages too 

gh, and servants ro find them too low. 0110 needed tact 

and decision, wrote Rachel from 1 E_xmoo.r 1 i:r1 North 

Queensland in tin de w:i th tl1e very f'ree a:nd 
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independent gentry whom we have to employ as shepherds, 

st ockmen, btlshn1e11, 
. • 1 

etc 4 • ;> But this was the meeting of 

the market place, the working.out of material. detai.1s. 

What was unclerneath in tlrn late 1850s and early 1860s was 

a widespread serenity among squatters, to which Hachel 

t esti.f:led expli and implicitly in many of' her 

letters 1 a.r1d a ·_range- of choices open to servan.t s., many o.f 

whom were seen to exercise the power of choiceg 

Only a society enjoying the critical support of 

masters and servants could have brushed away, as lightly 

as it did, the occasional attempt to disturb society's ways. 

George Hoblert s 'insoler1t ruf'fians 1 and ? saucy~ vagaboncls' 

were no14fhe:ee itt sigl1L when lltlf~h Robi.sor1 of 1 Callingal 1 

wrote to Simon Jorgensen at •Gracemere• in 1862: 

dear Si.man, 
I have opened the shed at J/6 per 

score but hav·e promised that l±~ y-o-L1 give 3/9 
so must I -- Of this however I hope there will 
he no occasior1 as I a1n send.ing men a'i.''a-:y .. -- Let 
rne k110111r yol1r a.green1er1t when made,, 

Yours Kindly, 2 
Hugh Robison 

This did not take away the sense, in the late 1850s an.d 

ear1.y· 1860s 1 oi' ma.st ers and. s er'vc1nts rationally· 

indivj.dua.l purposes and as the~r needs in each other~ 

Conrad A.l!;haus hastening back to Gracemere f'rom Gulf Creek 

ha<l a c our1 t in Robert Walker, a onetime shepherd to 

William Bradley on the Monaro, later like Althaus a d-

d er, and more .latterly turnkey at the Goulburn GHol, 

a man who had pursued hi.s choices and come to some state 

of' se ty. In ·1864 he wrote to his brother in England: 

1 Rachel Herming to Etta Heruling, 11 October 186ir, Letters 
~'-""'===;:;._==~='op.cit;., pp.180-81. 

2
Robison to Jorgensen, 29 2 (ML - A.J881+, 

Arc:r1er 
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You talk about coming out here, but I would 
advise you not to do so, without you can at a 
smart stroke in the shape of Bushranging for 
sticking up is all the go n01,-, so Lf you come 
out you must bring six of Colt's revolvers, 
\Vear:L.rtg tl1ern i11 y~o11r belt t11ree on ea, ch slde 1 

aJ1d be <3.ble to ride ~1 b1 .. 1ck,.)"tunper {]Owl1. a preei ce 
or go to Netv Zealand. to f:Lgh·t the l\'Iao.r:ies ~ 1 

1.e max1 as 

servant was over in New South Wales. ~!en m{~t men in tb.e 

market place: and on pastoral properties and to some extent 

in the greater town houses, masters gilded the fact with 

the hierarchic style. In the early 1860s, their 

to some perceptible. degree was that in addi t:Lon to the 

impr.isoned and the indirferent, there were among their 

servan.ts er1ol1.glt who rationally a.nd. therefore comfortably 

wore tbe style. 

1 
Robert Wa1.kc:r to .John Walker, 18 l!"ebruary 

B.1515, Lecters from .Robert Wal.leer). 



CHAPTER 11 

SQUATTER Al\'D BLACK, 1856-1864 

'I'he northern f'rontier of' the mid 1850s might usefully 

be described as a 20, 000 square mile tri.angle with sides of' 

roughly 200 miles each. The coast f'rom Maryborough north 

to the mouth ot' the Fitzroy River made the right hand side 

of the triangle, the Fitzroy and its tributary the Dawson 

making the left hand side. 'I'he base of the triangle was a 

line running due west from Maryborough to the •Hornet Bank' 

homestead on the upper Dawson. 70 miles west of' Maryborough 

on the base line was th<J town of' Gayndah; i10 miles south of 

the Fitzroy River mouth was Port Curtis (later Gladstone); 

and 90 miles west of· Port Curtis was the 'Rannes' homestead 

almost on the Dawson. In the tip of the triangle, behind 

the Fitzroy estuary, was the Archer brothers' 'Gracemere' 

station. 

The Hornet Bank, Rannes and Gracemere homesteads, all 

established in 1853 on the Dawson and Fitzroy side of the 

triangle, therefore marked the nominal forward edge of the 

frontier. At the ti.me of Frederick Walker's dismissal 

f'rom the commandancy of the J\ati.ve Police, at the end of 

1854, there were police detachments near Hornet Ba.nk {at 

'Taroom') and Rannes, bu.t not at Graceme:t"e .. Other 

detachments were on the coast at Maryborough and on the base 

line near Gayndah (at Traylan). At the 18 Census, the 

frontier triangle contained the three towns with a total 

population of 729, and perhaps 100 squattages carrying 

about 700 peopJ e. In the northern tip of the trlangle, 

near Gracemere, the discovery of the Canoona gold field in 

1858 established a f'ourth town, Rockhampton: whi.1.e in the 

same year a :fifth town, Taroom, grew up near Hornet Bank 

on the upper Dawson. 

'I'his location and growth of towns in the northern 

triangle was important, :for accidents of place and 

t:"?nvi_ronment ensured t:t1at to,v11smen were put in tl1e same 

cl.ose contact with the blacks as were the squatters. In the 

mid 1850s there was a teusi.on rising in the northern 
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triangle experie.nced,, by sqL1atter a11d tow_nsn1a11 alike~ Tl' .. is 

tension should not be exaggerated. It was at no time evenly 

d.istributed over tt1e fror1tier nor was ·it t ir1 an·y or1e oe, 

steady in Its growth. On the other hand, it should not be 

underestimated. The best evidence of its being there was 

the scale and natu.re of the emotionaJ. explosions that 

discharged it between late 1857 and the end o!' J860. The 

principal explosions occurred appositely at the three 

corners of' the northern triangle, at Hornet Bank in 1857, 

at Maryborough in 1858 and at Rockhampton in 1860. It is 

di:fficult to resist the eonclusion that in their totality 

they settled the relationship between white and black for 

the rest of tt1e nir1eteentl1 cent1:try" 

T·er1-sion bet·weer1 white a.r1d black had, of cou:rse, 

been an element i11 tJ1e inimical natu1:'e of tl1e frontif.:.r, 

operative, :for i11stance, in tl1e destr11ction of Geor·ge 

1ioblert s drean1s or1 t11e lo\1ter }1Ll.I':rwnbidgee 1 arid destru.ctive 

earlier n in the Myall Creek massacre of 1838. But 

compared \V"itl1 other p1aces a11d times in New South WalesJ 

the blacks at mid 18 

partic11larly lr.1rge ~ 

on the northe·rn. frontie1~ loomed 

Congr·egated in thr'ee to1,..-11s and 

a hur1dred sq_uatlages., 'ivl1:ite men 1,,;ex'e very thi11J;r sp1~ead 

They lacked orous leadership because, as 

has been seen, the s ters had come to rel primarily 

on centI'al governme11t to lJreserve ord€r ar1d protect thei1~ 

i:vome-n and childre11# The nort11E!T'Xl frontier was still weak 

and exerted little pressure on flanking tribes. Immediately 

east of' Maryborough and ''est of Hornet Bank (on Fraser 

Island and in the Carnarvon es T'espective ) wc?re tribes 

whose la11ds \ve:re still almost if not er1ti1~e1y ttndisturbed. 

To varyi 11g degrees 1 tl1e s<:l:me applied 1-vherever rottgh country, 

dense for'ests ar1d scrli.bs, and coastal swamp lands 1>revailed ~ 

G:lven tl1e i"'eq:1.1isite provocation (v:hetl1er r·eal_ or 

imaginery), this was a social and e11viro1m1ental_ setting rnade 

for war, and there can be little doubt that, given the 

pe:r'ception or capaci to se in ~nter-tribal units, 

the "black-S co11ld have w:recked the nortJ1er'r1 J':r·or1t:ier at any 

time of their choosing, 

a ct:triot1s a of' b 

Yet shared wi ch the squatter 

i_1nable to cI'eate ox· s11stain 
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organisation beyond The primary uniT. They were mentally 

circumscribed by the isolation and localities of their 

birth: he was circumscribed by his wife and chi.ldren, his 

sheep and cattle, the restraining precepts of the Western 

tradition, the anarchic introversion of pastoralism, and 

the reluctance o:f his servants to :fight :for the frontier. 

The basis o:f the especial tension in the north was 

perhaps here, in the aboriginal perception of the squatter's 

c-\rnbivalence. On or1e ha11d, he "\Vas the provocative intrudt.C'r: 

on t11e other hand, he was an overbl1rdened w-ar'rior~ What 

the aboriginal failed to see was that the ambivalent white 

man had come to depend on central government f'or protection 

and l~ved in tension between black provocation and the 

knowledge that central government was, in mid 1850s, 

bankrupt of ideas. 

The onset and precise nature of' the provocation to the 

blacks at Hornet Bank will probably never be known. 

Founded by Andrew Scott i.n 1 3 and not yet registered in 

1854, Hornet Bank was leased in abou~ 1855 to William Fraser 

who brough·t there his mother, brothers and sisters. The 

kindness of the F·rasers to the blacks is 1ege"'1ary, but 

not at all incompatib:le with concurrent provocation. A 

contemporary explanation was that the Frasers o.ffended the 

local tribes by allowing their black employees to take 

lubras contrary to the mode of tribal laws. Legend also 

has it that the Hornet Bank homestead itself was built on 

a bora ring, a site sacred to a tribe, Neither of' these 

explanations seems to account for the scale of tribal 

react ion, and the truth .is further obscured by the 

contemporary clash of two popular interpretations for 

aboriginal aggression. 

Both interpretations had to cope with the fact that 

generally, al though not always, blacks plundered their 

victim 7 his ho11se 1 11is possessior1s or 11is ~livestocka An 

interpretation that sought to identff'y the L1lar 

provocation ±'or an attack therefo.re had to explain the 

plundering as an event incidental to the wreaking of ,juscice. 
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The other popular interpretation was that the plunder was 

the object of the attack, and the casualties incidental 

thereto. Here in fact in simplii'ied form were the two broad 

views that had ahvays contended i.n New South Wales 

respecting the blacks, the one that he was rational man, 

the other that he was o:f 'scarce human lineaments'. But 

what is clear is that at Hornet Bank, for an unknown period, 

there '"'as provocation, and enduring provocation stemming 

:from some one or some thing immediate:Ly in or around the 

Hornet Bank homestead. Beyond this crucial point was 

another, that these were the same years that central 

government failed to replace Frederick Wa.lker either as man 

If the provocation at Hornet Bank did permit of a 

simple explanation (and that is by no means certain), it 

was otherwise at Maryborough, 200 miles eastward on the coast. 

The town was i.n fact the twin towns of East and West 

Maryborough with a space of' over one mile between them. 

Be:fore the two grew together, the local blacks liked to camp 

in the intervening space, and here from time to time they 

were joined by the •Sa1.twaters', the swamp and Fraser Island 

blacks. In April 1855 there were 600 to 700 tribesmen in 

the camp, and, wrote Commissioner Arthur Edward Halloran, 

'I have occasionally seen them in larger numbers'. 1 Here 

was ground for end.less provocation, misun{ierstandings 1 

suspic".ons and fears. In early 1851.i Hal.loran had written 

that if the blacks 

would very soon be 

'knew their ow:n strength, this place 
2 abandoned 1 ~ 'The greatest cautior1 1 

1 b.e 

said at the end of ·1853, 1 ••• is exercised by the white 

population towards the Blacks & they appear to have a great 

dread of their treachery',3 

1c.C.L. Wide Bay and Burnett to C.C.C.L., 11 April 1855 
(QSA - CCLJ/G2, C.C.L. Letter Book, p.43). 

2
Ibid., 7 February 1 4 (Q.SA-CCLJ/G1, C.C.L. Letter Book, 

p.59). 

3rbid"' undated, December 185'.l, p.JL 



321 

'TJ1e co11comJ t:a:r1t. o:f this black p1·ese11ce irt r1tlrnbe1'.'s 

unable complete 

house robb{.:;ryr 

to live off a restricted area of land was 

ring of gardens, petty theft and the 

1-i.ke, coget;l1er 1vitl1 a certai..n bi1t varyi11g tr11cule.nce or 1 at 

an3r :r'ate 7 l.11sc.r·u.tabJe prodding oi"' v..rhite beJ1av:i.011r,.. In 

Deceniber 18'53, when the black encampment had grown to a then 

unprecedented 400, Ha11oran was 

stopped on the road about a mile from my own 
quarters by a party ol' upwards of' 50 armed 
Blacks, who came over from a Camp about JOO 
yards from the road, at the edge or a scrub. 
I was unarmed, but f'ortunateiy my Holsters 
were on my saddle, I told them the native 
f)O.lice ·t-re:r'f:'! close 1-lI) 1 at t-h(:? same time 
pretending to draw a Pistol :from my Holster 
I T'ode ir1 among t11em, tvhen tl1ey dispersed and 
ran ilrto the Scr·ub,, 1 

There were in fant no native police stationed in Wide 

Bay at the t.in~E+ 1 an_d it is possible t11a t Wide Ba)r,. 8r1d ir1 

the next ;{ear Port Curtis and Leichha:t'dt O\-VEd ml1c!1 to t1:1f; 

Commissioners, Halloran, Bligh's grandson 0 1 Connell, and 

Wiseman. 

a Fraser .Island black on a year old warrant for the murder 

o :f a (>b.:i nama n.,, The is la.rid blacks begar1 to muster 'j.n 

large numbers round the Township', ,,vi th the alleged 

int er1tion of' ! :res the prisoner and destroying the 

·Town 1 ~ Halloran St:::>r1t his ordei"'lies and the town cor1stab.les 

to disperse them and order them to retire to Fraser Island,
2 

The lJl<J.cks \\I-ere not so easi_ly i.ntimidated 1 and a f'ew 

.l.atet', <l de tacl1rrter1t oJ' Nativ'e Police 11av.irtg ar'rived to 

come under HalJoran's command, Halloran led them 

dispersed the 'Fraser Island ·tribe and destroyed 

personally 1 

'l 
its ca1nps,, -

In ,Tuly, the Chief Comrniss:i.oner of Crown Lands virtually 

accused Halloran of' magnifying the extent or tl1e aboriginal 

1
Ibid., 20 December 1853, p.42. 

2
Ibid., 7 February 1854, pp. 9. 
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threat to Ma 
1 

oroug.h 1 lYut tvhether !1e had or riot, 

provocatior1 ar1d v·.iole-nce co11ti:nued t:o rise througho1_1t 1S5L1., 

and \Vit11 it gre'>V a tensi.or1 rep.lete with allegation, 

ot1 a11d distx·ust ~ 

In November, Henry Palmer, a town storekeeper, publicly 

raised the _proSJ)ect o.f taking the .law into hi.sown hands,
2 

and then 

the bag in a tempting position .for the ft. 

of blacks made an abortive raid on a surveyor's 

camp where three white men narrowly escaped death. Ha 11oran 

was en to understand' that this raid was a reprisal for 

the death of '"'o blacks who had eaten poisoned flour 

sto.len from Pcdmc'r's store.J These allegations are open 

to question, Halloran seemed to credit them with some 
l; 

substance, but his own report of the matter itself 

ref'lected the tr1te-r'ne:ci.ne feuds a.r1d jealousies of 

t:hai· re11d.er suspect any statement mad.e b:y- tJny 

time~ In this respect, Maryb of the mid 1850s was 

strongly reminiscent of' the Cumberland Plai.n of the 1820s 

wher1 I,a\'lSOYl v,ras f'o1.1.ov1i_r1g MacaJ.~thur 'close by hi.s l1eels 1 ~ 

minor conseque.11ce,, The c:::r·u.cial relevance is that they wer.'e 

f'air wide held to be true, and t:hus offer a gauge to 

the collective state of mind of' the town and to the tension 

there vis-a-vj,s the blacks. 

J\ rnorc: or"t1c.ial poi.nt 1.vas that the blacks be.l].eved the 

allegations and Ha.Lloran f'elt compelled to 'go amongst them 

as much as possib.l.e' as a concil:iator and make them 

understand that he was there 'as much for their protection, 
~ 

as for that or the white inhabitants' ,:J Whether Halloran 

-11r'o1.~ Hal.lorar1.~s repl·y, see C"C.L. 1 Wide Bay· and Burnei:·t, to 
C.C.C.L., .July 1854, :Lbid., pp.140-4L 

, 10 November 18.54, p. 2, cols. 

3 C.C.L. 1 Widcl and Burnett:, to C.C.C.L., 8 December 1 
(QSA - CCL/Gl 1 C.C • .L. Letter Book, pp.212-1'1). 

d 1 

.Sc ~C ~ 1., k? Y·T1d.e 
(QSA - CC 

Bay~ a.rid B·ur11ett, to C ,.,C .. C 4L~ 7 1 

1 C.C.L. Letter Book, pp.1-2). 
J a.n·ua.ry- 1 8 

l.j 



molli.fied the b1acks, or how t1m whites had accepted the 

withdrawal of the .Native Police to Traylan at Gayndah six 

months bHf'ore, canr1ot be established~ It may have been 

reJ.evcint that in the ensuing year o:f 1855, among a mount 

crime toll, the b.lacks plundered the Collllll:lssioner 1 s 

.four times :in four months, attacked the surveyor's party 

sevt.::rz:'ll t:irr1es J 
1 and -- :Lnd.icati ve of coinc_ider1ce or tl1e 

pursu.i.t or a long-standing provocation -- firstly stripped 

and robbed a 111 year-old boy in the space between the twin 
2 

to1vr1s, aJ1d seco.nd.13r 1 two mor1tl1s J.ate1 ... , murdered lri.s 

father, J a sawyei'. With his death, building operations :in 

came almost to a halt, for otl1er saw3.rers 

refused T-o go o·ut into the- scrl1bs .for timber arid on '15 

December 1 5 'about JO persons sawyers & others left .for 

the Steamer~4·,,,' 
4 

T'he state of the f:contie:t"' \ias not 011e of-.. gover'runer1tt s 

Dnbidd en and unnoticed, Sergeant-Major 

Dolan at Taroom near Hornet Bank, and Maurice Charles 

0'Conne11 in fu.U u.ni.form at Rannes, had done what they 

could to sl:ab:U .. ise the Na t:ive Police troopers and the 

frontier. Walker was dismissed on 19 January, 5 and his 

senioi'"' SlJ.bal Lern 1 tlle ex-

ed Act ommandant. 

t er Robert Purvis Marshall, 

In connection with the 

deficiency o.f his funds, a warrant was issued and then 

withdrawn .for WaJ_ker' s arrest, and he may have been br:ie 

u11d er arr~e st,,, TJ-1er1 he- dropped f'rom public s,ight for over 

1 
·Ibid~, J1 August !855, unpaginated, Letter No, 55/109. 

2 . 'l Ib1.<.,, '.J October 1855, unpaginated, Letter :'lo, 55/120. 

J . Ib:Ld., December 1855, 
See aJ,so l!"irmi11 MeKinno11 1 

ed, Letter No, 55/1 
Pioneers or the Wide Bay 

and Burnett' , in _~2"~~~~.!:-...!:1!1£...!!1.§J~!:!filLL-2:..2.:::d.£..l:::l'.......S:!. 
===;;;.::=~' Vo.l. 

5co.l~Sec~ to F·~ 1ia-1J<.er, Es(1~ 1 19 Ja11uar)r 18557 L5f?_f* 
185.5, Vol. l, pp.87!1-5. 

J 

es 
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The interregmun in policy to the blacks had begun, 

ar1d speclLla ti.011 is 1-nvo.lved in explaining this l1iatus. Some 

things bad not cl1ar1ged,, The? concepts o.f hluna11i and 

lega:l.i towards the blacks remained Co1 onia l Oi'ficc po.iicy. 
1 

~John. Hubert P.11~tnkett, the imple;nenting architect of' t11at 

policy -- as he was, for instance, of the Myall Creel< 

p:rosee-utior1s 111 18 ·-- re1nained J-'\..ttor11ey-Ge11eral of New 

South Wales. 1Yalker' s tnost e.xperienced subordir1a te hEtd 

cl1a1'g e of t11e Native Pol.ice,, It is possib.le therefore that 

Pl·urtkett did not see any~ fLrndan1ental char1ge hav.ing tal{_en 

ce. He shared, too, the genera.I feeling of' 1855 that 

govc:1:i:runent and the Le lative Council were caretaker~ for 

the f't1t1ire L1nder responsible government" He spent much oi' 

the year pressing two matters that he thought could not 

af·ford to tvait 1""or that new kind oJ' gover11ment -- the 

e Bi11 and the Registration of Births, Deaths and 

JVIar:riages Bi 11. Even for Plunkett, the rest could wait, 

and lds language in the last full dress debate of' the old 

f{ouse -- 'ir1 the last ho't1rs of' t11e Council', 1 nO\V irt its 
') 

last agonies 1 '-'-- ~- \Vas almost that of a fu11e1~a1 oration~ 

If' al.1 of this was a f'air summary of' Plunkett' s 

iri<lctivi regard native po.li.cy 1 other n1er1 ir1cre<-1sir1gly 

undermined :it throughout 1855. With the imn1inenc e of' f'ulJ.y 

elective gover:nrrrent, the s gle for authori and the 

ex.e~rc:i se of power n1ad€ 18_55 what arnol1nted to arJ election 

The urban and liberal men who wanted power --

Cowper, ~'loocl, Parkes -- were intent on demonstrating the 

principles that would guide th12m in office, and this was 

best detnon_strated by cr·:I tic ism of the old goverxunent ~ Stt1art 

Alex·artder Dor1aldsor1~ 3 a ent.ial leader of' a consex·vat.ive 

1 ~ f' . t 0 c r L c . s 1 - I 1s--uee, or .1.r1s,ance 1 ~ ...... ·~.to O.l~-..ec4 1 ::it:: ernoer ~J), 

with enclosur12s (:'.JSA - 4/719.2, Col.Sec. Specia1 Bundle). 
The occasion was tl1e Secretary of' State 1 s concern at ra 
practice of' firing at Aboriginal Natives i'or the purpose of 
prevent their escape'. 

2
LC Debates, "17 December 1 

col. J. 
, Sf.fJI:} 18 f)ecBmber '1855, p .. i{, 

3Ji~ntr·y for Stuart Alexander Do11ald.son projected for /\.~D.B.; 
Vol.I+. 
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grc1up:ing and orte w-ho micfht be reasonal11y expected to 

inherit the ethos of the old government, manoeuv ered 

differently", I'emai1i.lng nor1-conunital when he could, plac 

qiialif:J cations on 1-iis criticism of tl1.e old goverrilllent, 

attac._k_ix1g upor1 occasion on ter1ns of' his own choosing, and 

in the s1:1111 o.f it 1 w·:Lthout: de·ny:Lr1g his conservatism, 

_p1•esenting himself as a Cl''Hdible leader u:r1burde:r1ed by an·y 

sins of the old government. 

It tvas no accide_n_t that Co.tnmissior1ei" Wisen1a11 1 looking 

on .fron1 tl1e Jiornet Bank. countr·y of tJ-1.e up_per Da1vsor1 saw on 

one side of mankind 1 s problems 1 the braying apes 1 of Sydney 

and on the otJ10r 1 Do11aldso11 1 t11e 'traitor' to his caste'~ 

Wl1at WJseman did 11ot see, or did not say 1 was that if t:t1e 

stakes i.n the Lei.chhardt d:istrict were lire and death, in 

Sydney the s1:ake and the priority was the exercise of power. 

This .PT'eocc1.J._I)atio:r1 at the centre cor1di tioned t!1e ivay in 

wl1ioh gov8t'nrner1t? and Co1vper, and Donaldsoxt percei\red the 

problems of the Native Po.Lice and the frontier. The focus 

was Frederick Walknr. 

H:e may t1ave been (fismissed 1 but for men b1.1s·y· r·el1.earsing 

careers in elective polit~cs, he could not be allowed ~ 

escape so ly~ To Morr~s' 'co·terie of settlers in the 

Burnett District•, Walker was, into the bargain, a living 

offence. No other term seems adequate to describe his 

pursuit by the frenetic young superintendent William Henry 

Walsh and by th•a intellectually formidable WiJ.liam Forster. 

Forster was now i·.realtl~y a11d was turning to metropolitan life 

and planning a career in f)Olitics, and hi11dsi of' his 

ca:t"'eer sl.iggests that Walsh also nol11~ished simi..lar a1nbitions. 

One shadowy person who haunted the feud with Walker 

was 'the notorious .Neddy', the alJ.eged ab 1 murderer 

o:f' :F'orster's ur1cJ_e 1 C.Tregoi-y Bla.xla11d, in 1851~ If' tl1ere 

\vas a conunox1 der1omina tor binding Morris 1 1 co·ter·ie t 1 apa:rt 

from its high-pitched ~ntroversion~ it was possibly 

membe:rs of the t:ive expedition n1011nted ·to T'evenge 

Blaxland's death. This raid, led by Maurie<' Charles 0 1 Connel 

i.n l1is c;:-:1pac.i 

Burnett 1 had ono of two ends. O'Connell said 
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afterwards that it found no blacks, but burnt ancl destroyed 

their carnps~ 24 years afterwards it was said that there 

was a battle 1 i11 wl1icl1 lfalshls 1.lf"e was saved 

heavy· r)ockP-L-watch that deflected the i~orce {)f~ a 

by a 

' 1 2 0 _OV!., 

1 The :J:1oto1·1-ol1s Ne ' escaped to mock this kind 

or tice, and it is not at all unlikely u1.at Frederiol{ 

Walker' tvas to taur1t one or niore of the 1 coterie 1 11.J:i tJ-1 tl1i ~ 

fact in the course of promoting the s oi' justice 11e 

represented. If all of this was so, it explained the 

c ontinuo11s taunt in turn of Walker bet1ce n 1852 and 185h 

that he could not catch •the notorious Neddy' 

v:a.rrant,, J 

legal 

In one sense, relative v~sions of t.ice y.,rerc: at 

stake, I11 a moro precise s ~~e 1 Sllperimposed \'Vas perl1aps 

itical 

f':igures was at st<::-1k.e, ;1nd for' wl1om t11eref'ore it vvas :rot()L 

eno1J.gt1 to ha'le WaJker d.isrnissed, b1J.t necessax:'y, pe1.~ha11s 

vital, to have his compet credibility dast The 

tr;;1ditional natur·e o:f governmer1t .rnad_e t:t1is destr1ict:ive 

project difficult~ likely to admit 

1 (Q1.dL 1s61, p.492. 

January ·18 , quoted in Don 
(Bris1:Ja11e, 1964), p"14: for accou~nts of~ 

, JJP~ 11-14 .. 

et :for i.11star1ce, W1.J.1iarri lVE11sl1 to I ... .ie1.1.ter1a11t 
Native Police, :J Decernber ·18 (QSA -- ltS/111, Correspor1den_ce 
t'litl1 Of"'f'icers of~ Nativ·e Police)"' This lette1" :pcrhar)s best 
capt11res t11e {rtzirttesserltial 1ialsh and tt1e :fe1.:i_d wit:h Walker,, 
The ful l t ext .is : 

~f liave to ir.i.form y-(JU~ that one of' m}r she1>herds has beerl 
this a.ftern_oor1 at tackc:d by blacks & a r111mbe1" of' sl1eep 
t<:-1ke:r1 .fron1 his e,. l~ sb.ould i1ot have troutiled )rou 
\Vi th this comrrrttr1ica ti.on 1 were- J~_ not al most certain 
that the Notorious Scoundrel Neddy, ~or whom a warrant 
has 1:Jeen so long ir1 exJ"stence for murd ~Ir. Bl.a.xla:r1d, 
i.;as tlie lead.er' oi' t11e robbers -- and I take the 
opportunity for x'epeat ·that it i.s when the 
Pol:ice are, 02.., just have l)eerJ.., in tl1e immHd:iate 
1'\eigl1borirhood tl'lat :[ au1 Molested tb.e [)lacks .. 
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t,f1at it _bad toJer'ated Wal]{<-:r's irnperf'ectior1s (gross as tht::·y 

may be) for the sf\ke of' policy priori ti.es; and tradition 

to e 

TO i.r1_f:l1le:r1ce gover_runer1t ~ A project to des 

Walker's credibility was i.n fact only really possible 

g.ra1ltBd the app1~oach of f~1:t.lly elective g<>·verr1111ex1t based on 

a wide suffrage~ 

Not 

recommer1ded Wa.lker's dismjssa-1 was held in camcrzt"' -~.Yalst1 

' not surprisingJ.y expected that this would be so.' But to 

go t~onv-ard 7 t11is i·r1trinsically· unperceptive ma11 was ob ed 

to reject the very tr a di ti.on he believed he held to. His 

.In afcer times, Sir, wi.11 it be credited, that 
_f'o_r r1ea:rJy .four y·ears a corrununi_·t3.:· of res11ectable 
_peo_ple,,, ~ ~unceasingJ.y· compiai:r1ed_ to their ruJers 
blJ.t without ef':fect; tJ:1at the 011ly ivay wliich a 
great dc::linq-nen_t 1 W}lf?ll Et pubJic o:ffict!X'~ car1 ·be 
brought to the bar o.f justice, is t;hrough the 
utter inabi.lit,y of Government to "save him from 
.his _fri e:r1d s; tt ~ ,,, ~ ,,, 

'Tl1us f'a~r th:is ivas as good_ a descriptio11 as ar1y· of wl-1at t11e 

tradition of hierarchic power was about, but i_n 

wra1Jpi __ ng .it 111.1 as sorne to be rejected as inct·edible 

could Walsh go on to his real target, or s -~ W'alker' 1 

governmen~ aruJ (blindly or rational ) the 

\risio.n of jl:t.stice that asked awlcward c111estio11s about tl1e 

r1otor.ioi1s Nedd3,,-,, Would it be credited, wrote Walsh 

That f'OI' 
Color1ia1 
be .found 
of" their 

such a character [as Walker], a 
Secretary and Attorney-General could 
1,-1.;}10 wo·t1ld_ virt·ually maiign a commurl~ 

betters to sl1ield a f'ello1'i of'f'icer?'-

Willi~m Forst r was a more patient man 1 and bided his 

tirr1e arid unity to attnck Walker. In -LI1e rnear1time 1 i.r1 

th_e ear1ier of' I .5~ :in_fJuences which did r1ot emerge 

1 See ·the t£:1101:" o:f li.i s letter to t11e 
dated ~ ~ovemher ·1854, a letter suppresse 
sub J11ri.i.c-e ~ anti ever1t11ally 1)rint-ed otl 30 ,Ja.r.tl-tary­
days af.'ter Wa1Jcer 1 s d:lsrn_issal~ Copy· s l:1ted i.-n t.he 

J 185:3, p.9, eoJ..4, and p.10, col. 

2Ibid., p. 10, co.L. L 
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expllclt until ,July· arid October in. the 1Iouse evider1t 

set goverr_,_rner1t 011 a cou.rsc• of' economy with the Native Pol:Lce.,. 

Marshal.l as Acting-Commandant was asked his opinion of' a 

substantia.l reduction i.n the str>cngth of the Force, MarshaLl, 

at on the base line of the northern frontier 1 said 
1 

that an.y redt:Lction wo·u.ld produce his inst~1nt resignatlo.n .. ' 

This threat pcirhaps dictated what immediately f'ollowed, 

o.r all the senior of'ficers of the Na ti ve Police, Marshall 

;.vas tl1e or1ly orv:.~ who s11rvived t11e experience 1"1ith his 

sanity? 11is self-.respect, his digni and his cai~eer intact~ 

Within three years, the other ex-squatter subaltern Fulford 

was to drink himself' to death, and Lieutenant lrving died 

of a heart attack within minutes of being f'orcib pr~event ed 

f'rom commj. tt:ing rrn1.rder or suicide .. Marsha.ll carried 11.imself~ 

with d ty, as Forster was soon to discover, and 

govermnent evidently knew him weJ_l enough to know that 

ec·o·norrry nteo11t :t1is resi gr1ation~ 

By early J·u.ly, when with the new Session Cowper and 

Flood took up their attack on Walker's deficiency in his 

i'unds, the Inspector-General of Police, William Colburn 

.P1ay"ne ar1x1ou·nced r a deduction in the n_·umber and ex1')er1ses of'" 

t11e corps 1 an.d a r satio11 under his owtl manageme11t:; 

w:i.th the .field off'icers acting independent.ly comparable 

wt tli tl1e of_fice of' police superi11.tendent ~ 2 
'There was perl1aps 

an attempt to :tnfluer1ce Marsl1all to remai.n., J~or wi.tl1out hint 

the Corps was in trouble, He did not re until Jl 

August, l1:i.s res:igrlati.on to be operative .from JI December~ 

The d_a-y tha1: he ·v.rro t e out his res:Lgnatio11 at Traylan, was 

the same day that Hal lo ran at Maryborough 70 tniles away 

reported the succession of robberies of' his premises, attacks 

and th10 f'act that because of the 

facill ti,es o,pen to the blacks to escape purstilt (par·ticula 

in the case or the 'Saltwatersr) 

l 
J'tiars1:1all 1 s role ir1 these years is tal{e:tl frotn tl1e evtde11ce 11e 

gave to a Se.lec;t Comrnittee o:f Inqtti.ry 011 the Native Police 1 

!856·-57, VoL 1, pp. 1189-94, 
2 LC Debates, J 18 , ~' 4 July 1855, p,3, col.s, 1-2 
f'or the who.l.e debate precipitated by Cowper; col, 1 .for the 
speech by the ctor-General of Police. 
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It is co.r1seqL1e11t1y l:tr1safe fo:e me to visit ma11y 
parts of th~s district without at least two 
orderlies, •• & the frequent changes in my 
orderlies renders it apparent how little 
like this or their du • 1 

Ir1 early- October en1erged at least sorne of tl1e pressures 

that l1ad pres-iJ.rnab been at '"'ork or1 gover111ne:r1t earlier in 

tJ1r0 year~ The Estimates debate on the Nativ Police on 

10 October made it abundantly clear that the Executive 

COl11d riot have pa.ssed thro·ugl1 the }Iouse an estimote larger 

'tl1an tJ1e reduced one .it presented: 

evidently toue£1 and go wheth.0.:r the 

as it was, it was 
2 

reduced one would pass. 

Explioi tly and imp"licitly, the foous was sti 11 ~'rederick 

Walker, In J , Cowper had asked for the tabling of the 

.re_por"t of' the comrrtittee that had recommerLded \,raJ.ker 1 s 

d:ts1nissa.l 1 togetJ1ex' 1vi th_ an acco1m"ti11g of 'Walker's 

"' def'iciency in h1s fu.nds~ j 'l~hese doeurnents v..rere not to har1d 

squatter Edward ~'lood led the urban attack, referring to 

Walke.rt s def'icier1cy an.d going on to say that lie had 1 yet to 

.learn that the nativ·e po1ic<:1 were o:f benefit to the colo11y 

at a.U.'. \.J'blle 11e was :riot reJJOJ:-ted as havtr1g ta:ken up 

Covvpor 1 s arid_ l:1js -own prtJViou.s tl1en1es of e onomy -<:"::Ind 

1~r:ispor1sibi1it·y of public o:ff-icers, it is more tt1an like 

that he did do so. 

apes 1 criticised the goverrm1011t- f'or· not callinf_~ 1 several 

gentl<:?rn0n 1 befo1~e t11e ir1c1uix·y i1rto Walker' the pr·ev·ious 
4 

Decembe:r 9 the t sev·eral gentlemen t pres11111ably in.eluding 

William Walsh. 

1
c.c.L., Wide Bay and Burnett, to C.C.C.L., J1 t 18 

( C .C .L~ l,.etter Boole, 11n1)<·:tt_;ir1ated, LA:;tte_r 
l':o,,55,/1()9) ~ 
? 
-LC Debates, 10 October 1855, , 11 October 1 , p.5, 
cols.1-2, Portions of' this debate were skimpily reported, 

ant} ther·e are llsef'ul Sllpplementar:y- refere11ces tJ'H?reto _in 
tl1e §l1tI edito1'ial of t11c0 saine day, f'or which see p .. lt, coJ .. 14,. 

1855, p.5, col,1. 

:fT'Ofil 11 October 1 
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Now 1 however, opposition to the native police emerged 

f'rom several different directions, ii-1 each case ter1ding 

with the Cowper-Flood cr:itique to identify l''reclerick WaJker 

.ar1d t11e Native Poli.co as tl1e same tlii_ng -- tl1is may· riot 

t1ave t)ee.n .loose tl1i.r1kir1g Go m1ich as an indication o:f 1tow 

deeply the police were a Walker creation. Do·naldsor1~ <:ts 1 a 

traitor to l1is caste in q11a, a squatte_rt rei .. used to vote 

i"'or tl1e esti.i:nate i_i1i.less tl1e documents or1 Walker i.vere tabled 

arid complai11ed that 1 "r·:t1e force cost about 11alf as mt1el1 as 

would be produced by the assessment on stock', But 

Don.a:ld_sor1 ·was p.r•obal)ly- after bigger game tl1an 1\alker' and 

the Cfl, namely future leadership of' the House, for he 

wer1t or1 to com1)la:Ln of' th.e gov·er111Iler1t ~ s 1 pet si11kt of 

' Port Cux-tis irrto \Vhicl-1 goverrunent tJirew all the 1tion.ey.,, ' 

lie was, in effect, stea Cowper's favo11rite declared 

IJle of' go·vr:rrunent 7 t;:he tl1eme of ecorL(l.tny,, 

For W~seman read this in the upper Dawson a month 

1ater~;i- tht-:1~e was worse to come .. Thomas George Rusden, of 

~sr1annon \taler or1 Ne\.v E11gland 1 was reported as not sHeing 

of the native police force!. What probab 

went: un.re1)orted was Rl1sdents belief that it ivas neither 

'proper nor ChristJ.an' ·to use blacks t blacks. 2 

Ar1other· 1)rominer1t sqlJ.atteI' offer'ed opposition -from a 

di . .fferent di.rectior1~ Augustus .:V1orris 1 Walker 1 s abid 

friend, 'moved that tlrn item be postponed',~> advancing as 

t, and 

tl1at CT"irnes are ra1'el:;,r cornmitted by 'the natives~ e:x.cept tJ-1e 

OJ An r1ven more promi11ent 

abse.n.tee sq·u.atter,. George J.-iacleay-, son of~ Sir J&.lexa11der 

Jviac c ou.ld e.x. tend a qualified support o:f the co, 

whether it was worse to destroy blacks by blacks or 

by whites_,, 5 

be.1.oltr,, 

3sMH, l1 October 18 p.5, col.2. 

14 
Ibid., p.4, col.4. 

" ,)lb id. 



Wlrnt seemed to emerge from this sparsely reported 

debate was that New South Wales as it was ref'iected in 

the Councii had grown tired of the purpose and need of' a 

nat:ive pol:ice, and perhaps underneath this it found chE: 

frontier reraot e and an irri ta ti or1 a1nid the more t:trgent 

co11cer11s <.If the Once upon a time, to Morris, to 
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Rusclen and, i:f not to Flood, to Macleay, the frontier had 

had the immediacy and the urgency that Wiseman found in it 

when he paused in earJ.y November to read their words. From 

1 Bungaf)a11t 110.ruestead, 45 miles east of lior.t1et Bank, J.-1e -,.;rote 

to Archer at Gracemere: 

I have been out 12 nights travelling through 
s11c}1 .r'ough, r11gged, and. broke11 colUltr·y tl1at i.f 
it were on the outside of Hell I scarcely think 
the Devil.s would be bothered to travel through 
it. 1 

Re casti.gated Dona.ldson and the braying apes, lamented the 

t;aseness more conunor1 than gene1~os:ity and nobili 

sq,11a t ters wh.ose t)ou_nd.a.ries he ad_judicated, observ e(l that 

a 'mob of w:ild BJacks 1 had stopped menacing him when they 

1 sa1v the strirJes or1 rn}r trowsers 1 
1 and put 11is _f'ir1ger on 

the ot~ J1is Jetter ~- 'What r1ow induces me to write 

is t11e lJad r1ev·.rs I 11a·v·e recei,red f'rom Ra11nes about ·your 
? 

st.a t:ion +lncl the Blacl>Cs 1 - He :hoped that the Ra:n..l~es troopers 

wou.Jd remai_n 

t-ho1tg-h I :fear' J>Iars:t1all i;.;ill be si.1re to take 
them away, I can get no troopers f'rom him 
tho' he told me he was about dismissing some 
30 or I have no one with me. blacks 
have bolted and I rrnve discharged my "flash 

as the shearers at Cw~ambula caJ.1ed 
that useless bi~ute I had ·ivith me v..rl1en 

at Gracemere~3 

By the ell(] of Decernber, Halloran was writ to the Chief' 

Commiss_ior1<::r of Crov.rn Lands tl1at 

1
Wiseman to ( 

Ax·ct1er Papers, 
? i Archer, J November 18.55 (IVlL - AJ88J, 
~rV 1 -Ge11,eral Corres_po11dence, P~-,Jl+) ~ 

2
.Ibid,, p.')J, What this 

not been ablo to establish. 
icc11ar r bad news i was~ I 11ave 
The probabilities were the 



there is a feeling generally through the 
country on the part of the Blacks (as 
intimated to me by Lieut, Marshall of the 
Native Police) that the force is to be 
entire broken up~.~~1 

i.JI1etl1er tl1is tvas so (ar1cl to whatever exter1t it rnay 

have been so) 9 1vh:ite rnen beJieved it, and in the :r1orthern 

tip of tho triangle tho blacks began to behave as though 
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it; were so. Writing in February 1856 1 when ho had been 

Government Res:ident and Comm:i.ssi.oner of Crown Lands of the 

Port Curtis District for fourteen months, O•ConneLL reported 

th8 t for the f:irst time since his arrival there he had to 

advise of outrages by the blacks. One afternoon, probably· 
') 

of February,~ they attacked 'Mount 

Larcombe' station 14 miles north of Gladstone, kil.ling a.1.1 

five occ-upants ¢ 

on William Elliott's station on the 

Fitzroy River, there was a much greater sensation9 Elliott 

with his ne G-eorge came ur) from t11e Bur11ett in. 1855,, 

camped with thc;ii" sl1eep 011 Gracemere, artd ea in 18 56 

cross&d tho north bank of' the river to found 1 Canoo11a•, 

.In early February, Charles Archer had reported to O'Connell 

tha1: the blacks were ga1:hering on the north bank 'openly 

stating their determination to attack and destroy all the 

whites who might attempt the location of the country in 

t1:1at directio11~., Now tl1ey introduced a war·.fare rtew to t:tte 

whites, :for ar no timci i.n the history of' New South Wa.!.es 

had blacks civer attacked by night. 

and despite the presence of 20 adult white men, they 

c.harg-ed the t."i tat:i o:n, kill.-ing one man and wo11nd.ing Wi. l.lian1 

1
c.c.L., W:ide Bay and Burnett, to c.c.c.L., 28 December 

18 (QSA ·~ CCCLJ/G2, C.C.L. Letter Book, unpaginated, 
I t . N ""/1~0 ) ~-e ·,ter' ;·o" .J.J "·""?,. " 

2
orco11nell f'ailed to date tl1e pri11eipal eve11ts he discussed~ 

set~- Go\terr1n1ent l~os:ident, Glads-tone; to Col,,.Sec~, 19 
F'ebruary 18 {NSA - li/719.2, Col.Sec. Special Bundle, 
~etter with 57/3746). 



It is not poss·ible from the evidence to gauge 

accurately the progress of demoralisation ~n the north 

throughout 18 A detachment of the Native Police was 

JJJ 

moved eastward i.nto Maryborough, but on 17 Aprll Ha_lloran 

reported that despite their presence 'robberies anc1 

Ol1trages' \¥er·e of ta lmost dally occurr<:3nce ~, an.d the 

constabulary had had to resist an attempt by the blacks to 

secure the escape of one of their number from custody. 
1 

At the end o:f the year, he reported that 1 for the first 

time ••. for six or seven years the Blacks on the Burnett 

11ave been very troub1.esome 1 
1 \vere 'now very numerous about 

Maryborough', and attributed their relative quiescence ;to 
') 

the activity of the Native Police.~ 

Thx·oughout the year, O'Connell at Gladstone had 

endeavo111-ed to keeI1 the peace 'by a S)"sten1 of' patrolling 

by the oonstabu:lary and the Native Police. As the co­

operatior1 of' the po.lice requi:red. th.c asser1t of Liel:i..tenant 

~furray at Rannes 1 and as this assent was not immed.i.ateI)r 

forthcoming, O'Conno.1.1 grew increasingly critical of Murray, 

and 0' C ormell 's irritation l"ras one small visible sigr1 of' 

the tension ris in tb.e :north. Another sign 

wa,s the cfurther spreading of the 1\at.ive Po1:ice. From 

Ra11nes: _le a small detachment there, Murray moved 

with an unknown number of' troopers into the tip of the 

:northern t and stationed himself probab at or 

.near.' Gracemere., 

Perhaps the best evidence of all for the collective 

state ol' mi.ncl of the north was that the squatter members 

of' the new Legi.slaLive Assembly with squatting interests 

i.n the t e, i ly Wllliam Forster and Gordon 

Sa11deman, secured on 8 l\Jovember a Select Committee of 

In.quiry into tl1e :t-Jati.ve Police~ As it resulted, their 

1 
·c.C.L., Wide Bay and Burnett, to c.c.c.L., 17 April 1855 
{QSA '" CCL.3/G2, C.C.L. Letter Book, unpaginated, Letter 
No. 56/3!1) • 

• , December 1856, unpaginated, Letter Ko. 56/120 
with Report. 
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ambiti.ons ;cere two·-:foJ.d: they wanted a vastly increased 

force with the office of commandant restored, and they 

wanted to complete the discrediting of' Walker. 1 From a 

sympathetic M:i.nistry incl.uding Donaldson, John Hay and 

Edward Deas Thomson, they secured the first object, in a 

provision on the Estimates of over £17,000, more than 

three times the Estimate t;hat had barely passed the old 

Council in 18.55. 
2 

In the longer run, it transpired, they 

secu.r1 ed. their second object 111 the appointment as 

Commandant of' Edric Norfolk Vaux Morisset, son of' a onetirnH 

command ant at Newcastle and Norfolk Island. 3 

If' it was nervousness for their squat tag es in the 

Leichhardt and Wide Bay that set Sandeman and Forster on 

t:his course, they were too late. It was February 1857 

bef'ore the Estimates passed the Assembly, and ,July before 

Morisset took up office. ln the short run, it was alr<Jady 

too late in November 1856 when they sought their Select 

Committee,, Ii-1 a sense, tl1e Native Police E'orce had. been 

disintegrat:i.ng f'or some ti.me. Badly and erratically 

supplied with stores, food and ammuni.tion, lacking a 

:field command and anything more than a grudging 

interest by government, .living i.n thG rain where the 

Devils would hard.ly ride, increasingly o:ff'i cered by 

in<';xperiene0d youths of 18 or 19, and increasi.ngly spread 

out in small numbers to keep order over 20,000 square miles, 

both white of'fioers and black troopers were near cracking 

point i.n late 1856. 

In November or early Decembe:i;, the detachment under 

Murray on ·the Fitzroy mutinied. These were some ol' Walker• s 

old troopers from the Murray and Murrumbidgee whom O'Connell 

1Select Committee; of Inqui.ry on the Native Police, 
(NSW) 1856-57, Vol.1, pp.1158-1216, 

2 Message No.)5, 18 February 1857, (NSW), 1856-57, 
Vol.2, pp.1079-81. 

J Vol. 2, 
C emporaries 
I have f'oJ.lowed 

entry .for James Thomas Morisset. 
the su:r·r1ame in a number of ivays t 

the spelli.ng in !Ii!!.· 



:in f'l1lJ_ mJ __ li t21r·y 11.nifoT'm had_ lndl1Ced. to remai.n two mo.re 

years from the end of 1854. Murray was possib.ly 

unimag.inative and certainly authoritarian -- Marshall had 

in 18 i'or his •ill-treatment' criticised 11.i1n. sev 
1 

o.f his ti"'oopers and now Murray sent the mutineers to 

Rannes '.in 
2 

cli. s g rcic et ., From Rannes on 29 December they 

deserted, set out up the Dawson on their way to the Murray, 

900 m.Lles away, 3 passed through the upp<H' Dawson in 
4 

pe mi.d. J ant1ai .... y, disaffect the Taroom troopers, 

crossed over the Great Dividing e into the Ma1'ar1oa, 

and afte1_.,_ maki:ag a :nuisance of t11e-mselv·es i'or a tirnH at 

the Wandi {~-11rnbal .~ati·\re Police barracks on the Condam:i.ne J 

dis a from history. 

From Gladstone, when he heard of the march in late 

,Jan1J.ary, () 1 (~onnell :in hurt a11d_ anger rebuked gov ernmer1l for 

:Lts broken promises made through him to Walker's old 

He was tde grieved and hurt' that he 'should 

11ave been impll,cated i11 a transaction \vl1iol1 bears all the 

aspect of' l1ei.ng a tsross bi'"'each of public f'z~itl1 and honou_r'"' 

He had heard Murray had sent the troopers in d raci.:.~ from 

I. bel:leve their chiei~ cr•ime was tl1eir dJ::sir'e to 
leave their service, and it seems to me a£ter 
seven )"e.s1rs absence fr out tl1ei r relations 
i':r'ier1d_s tf1j_s desir'e \-Vas r1ot unreasona-b1e~ 

This debacle left 11 1;roopers j~n the whol.e of the Lei.chhardt 

D.istrict, com11ared. with the 24 allotted_ by the Estimates o.f 

1 : 21 of the 24 then allotted to Wide <1J1_d f:3'u.rr1et t 

remained on duty, as did all of the 12 o:f the Lower 

1
Marsha11 to Commandant, 5 July 18 (QSA-118 11, 

Correspond.er.tee with O:_f'ficcrs of' 1'.-ative Police)" 

? 
~Gover-rlln(::-n.t Res:ide:r1t, Gladstor1e, 
1857 (NSA - ~/719.2, Col.Sec., 
57/609). 

id. 

to Col.Sec., .January 
cial Bm1dle, In Letter 

I; . . 
Sub-L:if!utenant Thomas Ross to the Officer in Charge at 

Wandi. Gumbal, 16 March 1857 ( 48/115, Native Police, 
Dav.~sor1 Va.1 ) ,,. 

5Gove.rrune.n.t Residc::.n·t 1 Gladstone, op .. cit# 



Condamine and Maranoa, and all of 

and Macleay Districts between New 

the ·12 of the Clarence 
1 

England and the sea. 

On 19 February, when the mutineers had probably 
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reac:bed \Va11dai Grunbal, the :Estimates a:ri s f'rom Sand.ems.11' s 

a:n.d Forster~ s Select Cornmittee camf~ llIJ to t:t1e .A.ssemb.ly~ 

The Estimates f'oreshadowed raising the st.re of the 

~'orce from its nominal 72 {aotua.lly 56) to 120, pla 78 

al one of the 120 in the northern triangle, with 48 of this 

78 to man the Le:ichhardt,
2 

Tho Select CommittcHJ 1 S report 

had been the subject of· a full debate on 6 and 10 

.February-, ::in 1v11icl1 amongs·e a 1vid.e spectr-um o:f oprJosition 

T1101nas George R.usd.en d.eclared. it wa.s J1ei ther propf.:r nor~ 

Christian to blacks to lnmt their :fellow-creatures 

to deat11, J Geox'ge MrJ-C lea:y' JJut \VOI'd.s to a. notion. T'.t3 .. ised 11y-

tl1at tl1e Native Police should. be con:fi.11.ed 
I 

to the I frontier'' cf and Cowper thought the proposed s 

or the Commandant too ., co11ld see r10 rea_s(>Il i'or tt.te 

Force to hav·e a. Secreta.ry (a strange obje-ctior1 :f'rom 011.e 

1vl10 had. crl t:tci sed_ the administrative inel"_ficienc_y- ot' the 
5 1...,oJ:ce)$ and 1 1noved. the previous question 1 .. -

ln the Estimates debate on 19 

t ob.j ected_ to a general officer to command a body of 

savages', J"olm Robertson objected to 'savages' being used 

as ~ blood-ho11.nd.s 1 v;t10 k:illed_ men, v.,romen a11d_ cl'1i.ldren 

without di.scrimination' , 
6 

and the merchant Robert Campb el.l 

.1Retu.rn showing the DLstribution oi' the Native Police ~ J1 
December 13 (QSA - 1,g/111, Correspondence with Ofi'i.cers 
of Native Police)o 

De -bat es 3 19 18 5 7 1 20 1857' p.5, 
co.ls.1-'.3, the estimate in co.ls. 

3 LA Debates, 6 February 1857, SMH, 7 i''ebruary 1857, p,7, 
col,, 1,, 

4··rb. d - . :I. . ~ 

.5IA Debates, 10 Fe 
col~/~1' 

61 D " ... .,_,_fl r.;uaLeso- 19 
col ... 2,, 

18 , SMH, 11 Fe 1857, P· 

1857, SMH, 20 



ch.a:cged tl1e Po.lie tvi tlJ perpetuat:i.:r1g 'the gI'ossBst Cl'"tlel"ties 

t . I I or1 the unof-fending na :i ves .. ~., ~ The crucia.L det"aul 1: of 

this opposi.ti.on was that these critics did no!; bend their 

attQ.lltion to considering the kind o:f man who be 

chose:r1 to comma.:nd the Police, noT' to the ki:r1d of visi.o:r1 

that inform that man. As it; vvas, they 

talked about an organisation that existed largely in their 

ov.rn ntind.s, arid Lnsof'<:lr as the real .li.fe or1e accorded v.rith 

i. t) and Cowper in particular had he1.ped c;o make i.t so. 

The quali.ties of a commandant were not debated, and so he 

was chose11 by c circumstance~ 

was el.y located in the Dm·rson Valley. 

Four after the debate, sub-Lieutenant :Ross led 

Dawson, to break up a gathering of blacks threatening the 

?Euro1nbah 1 l1omestead .. Eurombah was immediately east of 

I-lornet Bartle, and in some v1ay~ or othor, F~t1rombah had 

1857 come to share equally with Hornet Bank the 

blacks i end.11ri11g lla i:red .. Ross lef't Ghinginda on 2J 
:.b""ebruax-'")'; on a d.isastrous and d.emora.li journey made so 

ra.ir1, _f.l(>ods 2 11is 01-vn inexperience 1 and the mi._-:.rH.1e 

o:f his troopers shaken by the rJ.verine march o:f Walker's 

The essential fact in a complex o:f 

"Lmsheltered in the rain, 

old Mur•1...,ay li.iv·er me11 .. 

ev-ents was tt1at;, s1.f;l,,,.",''"' 

subsistLng onJ.y on meat, disaJ'fected, perhaps driven beyond 

the li.mit o!' what was endurable, f'ive of' Ross' s.ix troopers 
') 

1nuti11~ied. -rind set ou,t 'to l'et11rn to thei:r 0"'1r1 co1rr1tryt .. "'"" 

Thi.s .f'urther debacle left on the :frontier proper, 

that :Ls, the 200-mile Jj,ne of tho Dawson and Fitzroy, three 

white of'fict::rs and .. fo11r tx'oo11ers .. One of lie er and tv;o 

tro(Ypnrs were <:tt Gladstor1e wit.h O'Connell, a:nd one of~f'ict:r 

a11d six troo_pers remained. ir1 the. Bt.i:rnett>f In the south-

east 001""ner of the norther.n tria.ngle, tv;o officHrs .;;1r-1.d 

1.5 troopers d Wide Bay, a ncunber o:f them being 

stat.toned with HaJ,loran at Maryborough. 

Le11an.t T11omas R.osa to Offic£-::r :in Cl1arge at W~andai 
Gumbal, 1 Harch 1 7 (QSA - 1+8/115, Native Police, Dawson 
Va.L ) • 



the scale o:f recruiting conducted to holster the l"orce 

:following the passage o:f the Estimates. It is likely that, 

con to Walker's practice, troopers were locally 

x·ecr11it ed: and it i.s clear that Ross was gi \re:r1 a new 

dotachinent of t:roo1}e.rs from an ur1k.r101"~r1 sou.rce" 

:Y1orisset -..,rho 11ad been previously a junior· of~f"icer' o:f 

the Force arrived at Maryborough on 21 July to take up the 

restored o:ffi.ce o:f Commandant; and on )1 ,July he set out 

f'rom Maryborough on a tour of inspection of the :frontier 

and his shattered 1''orce. It was a desolate journey. In 

tl1e norther11 t of the triangle, O•Conne11 was cri.tical 

of' LiHl:tt enc1nt ~fUT',ray,, J r1 the up1)er Da\'<fS on, Ross wcls 

cri.t:Lccil of Lii;1uterta11t \Valker 
1 

for l1a.v·int.s fHZ!rn1itted and 

aid.ed. tl-ie ftlt:trT'ay River n1uti11f)ers to d.isa.ff'eot Ross r 01.fll 

2 
detachment. At Wandal GumbaJ. i.n ttw Maranoa, Lieutenant 

Fra.nc:i.s NicoJJ t,,ras critical oi' a squatte:r arui t:t 

su.pe:ri.r1ten<:lerrt ·whose eornplair1ts had pr~ovoked a gov~er1went 

i:rtql1iry l11to N·icol-1 rs bet1avio1l.r .. The squatter, said Nicoll, 

liad s:Lnce £tocide:r1t;;tJly k.i11ed himsHli" w-hi.le tin a drt1rik.en 

1 a most confirmed d.r'l1.nl"Card. 1 

had two years since stabbed a servant in the back. 3 On the 

:first or second out on h:Ls tour, at .James Landsborough' s 

m:iles north of' Maryborough, Morisset fow"ld 

himsel.f under f'ire rrom Landsborough, brother of Willi.am 

Landsborough famous :in 186.1-62 as an explorer, and from 

Cox Cor:fi.e.ld, an intimate friend of' Wi1.liam Henry 

Wa I.sh. The compJ.alnts of' John Landsborough and ol' Cor.field' s 

messenger 1·1ere al.ieged.l·y rece'.ived. by Mori.sset ivit:h a.f)par'ent 

1
Lieutenant Robert Walker was not related to Frederick 

Wa.lker, tl'l(~ e.x-Comrrran(Iar1t,, 'I'1:1e _F'orce also cor1tair1ed 011e 
Alexander Walker, who may have been distant related to 
Frede:ri.c.k,, 

s to Officer in Charge at Wandai Gumha.l, 16 :Vlarcl1 1857, 
o.p~cit~ 

te11<:t11t Fra.ncis Nicoll to Goverrune-nt Reside11t; Brisba:rJ.e- 9 

7 August 18.57 (Q,SA - 1+8/100, Native Police Corrcsvvuc'·"" 
v.'"j. tl1 Gover:n.me11t l1osld.ent) j> 
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11r1conce:e1L. Moris-set per11afJS remembered he was in the heart 

ol' the Forster and Blax.Land country where the :fall of 

F'rederick Walker had begun. He rode north, and Landsborough 

w1·1 ote to Forster ir1 Sy·dr1ey, and Corfield to tl1e Colonial. 

Secretary, Corfield's letter leaving the distinct impression 

that at Monduran Morisset had terse.1y tol.d Cor:field 1 s 

messenger that the Native Poiice did not visit his station, 

1 Stanton JiaT'Cot1rt 1 ,, beca·use of 11is r)r'ior anr,to11:r1oeme.r1t That 

.he ref't1sed. to st.1pplJ~ :t'a.tions to the Police,. 1 By tlle ti·m(? 

these letters reached Sydney, Parker was out of of:t'ice, 

Cowper becoming CoJ.onial Secretary on 7 September, To 

Cowper, Forster comp.lained of 'the arrogant conduct which 

thes8 N. Po.Lice Officers seem generally to adopt towards 

the remote settlers'~ 2 

The is not clear, but Ross in the upper Dawson 

was probably by this time also the subject of complaint, 

probab.ly on tho part of Gordon S21ndeman. 

Sydney merchant, .member of the Assembly, owner of' 

1 B·urrar1doi,ra11r in t.ho t.Yestern Bu1~x1ett and_ of' f:t nrunber o:f 

other squat. es in the Leichhardt. At any rate, Ross 

late:r· blamed Sand.ema:r1 -- two years earlier Commissiori.er 

Wiseman had ·b.lamed Sandemct:r1 very st1~ong f'or 

to government about Wiseman. 3 

But in Ju1y and August, the one man too to 

comp_lc.tin ,.,las floss. ·T11e chronology of~ events in tliese rr1011ths 

and_ lnto ear~ty- Se1.,tembe1"' .is obsc1.1re,, but it seems n.ot 

unlikel}r tt:1at betwc::e.n Ross' d.:isastrollS jou1"'r1c·y to Eurombah 

in February and some L'oint ln July, the blacks of the upper 

Dawson decided that Eurombah and Hornet Bank were to be 

1
James Landsborough to William Forster, 15 t 

three t~Ttc1.osl1res; l:len.ry Cox Co·rf'lel(l to Col~ St-.:!C,.., t 
1857, indexed as In Letter 57/3721; see also Forster to 
Cowper, 11 September 1857, enclosing Landsborough's letter 
(.:JSA 1?J, Col.Sec, ial Bundle, al1. ~Letters filed 
'\V:i th j 1) ~ 

2 
Forster to CoKper, ibid. 

" -'Wi_seman 
Archer 

to [ ? J Archer, J November 18 
, J:V, Genei"'al CorrHspor1de:r.tce, 

(ML 
pp.5 



e:x_t e.rn1i11ri.- t. ed_,, ,,r.t1ey· :foct1ssed t11t".ir <-J..t Lerlti.011 011 E·urom·bah, 

from t:ime to time .k:t.lJi:ng Jne:n_ c::ts t.t1e·y·· f'tYu.11d. th.em, and 

settir1g Ross on a :per1)et11aJ c:h2tse,, For t.his he was bad_ly 

equipped. Whi1.e 'he J1ad. a. nc~w d.eta.c.hme:nt, it, W<"lS poo.rly 

J40 

s·u_p:pli.ed., ir1 commo:r1 w·:i.th <)tl10J:' d.etac:hme:nts, conurn.1nicat:io:ns 

were xni:n.ima1 9 he ·wc1s too i:n_ex:perJ.e.n.ced., neith.er old. enough 

:nor reso1.l1te e.no·u.g_h .for clecis:t·ve a.cti.011 1 a.:nd. hi.s reser·ve 

;:1n1m·u31it-io11 d.w·i11d.led ;;-1w try·,, 

On about 20 August, the blacks switched their attent.ion 

to Hornet Bank, and evi.dently launched an attack on the 

l1omestea.d.,, "being in son1e :rnanner thwarted a:t a crucial 

moment .. Ross gav·e c:hase, a p·urs11i t that end_ed_ his career 

when he all0gedlyhad to retire from black opposition 
I 

because reduced to one cartridge,· More men were now killed 

on Eurombah and Ross went in pursuit. Morisset arrived in 

his absence, heard the story of the 'one cartridge' and on 

7 September, the day Cowper resumed o:ffice, wrote to Ross, 

suspending him :from duty,
2 

Morisset remained at Eurombah 

until 16 September and then departed :for Wandai. Gumbal. 

Ross, returning on 20 September, read the Commandant's 

verdict for the first time. Rosst i.:ncom:peter1ce 7 wrote the 

Comma.r1d.a.r1t, was e:ntire1:y responsi.t.ile for i t:he recent 

:!.aw.Less and bruta.l outrages' ,:3 a Judgement that presumably 

placated Gordon Sandema.n who was one of the two like.ly 

ca.r1d.id . .c1tes as :Mor:issetus l)Cttron {the other was Forster), 

but a ;judgement that was at best only partly valid. On 

the day arter, Ross wrote out h:is own account or what 

really happened after the Hornet Bank affair, and unti:l. 

this report is recovered.? a 1::1alax1r;e can.not be str·uck ... 

wilJ. be reJ.ieved', wrote the Commandant, 'by 2nd Lieut 

'You 

1
The details of the •attempted outrage on Mrs, Fraser and 

her f'ami.ly', and of Ross' chase are in his report of 21 
September 1857. 1 have not been able to locate this report, 
the existence of' which is mentior1ed ir1 0th.er correspond.ence~ 

2
Morisset to Ross, 7 September 1857 (Q.SA - 48/l 15, Native 

Police, Dawson Valley). 

31bid, 



(Jovirp0r spe:r1t the :rr1j.dd.te oi' t.t1e n1onth ev·aJ_·t1at~ing the 

:>iative Police 011 cri:te1';L.;;i th;;,1.f; h.ad ] it LJ.e to rlo ·wi.th a 

f'ronti.er, 'Mr. Nicoll's letter is not in 

J41 

sucJ:1 t1~>.ge as is beco1n:i1Lg i_n 0J'f:Lcit:1J corresponde:r1ce. t, 

1:'1e rr1.irn_1t,ed;; a11d. 11a.\1:i.11g ·vj_r-tl12tJ.Ly er1d.ed NicoJ . .1_ 1 s career, 

1ver1t orJ, t Bo_t I l:1a\.:e 1101v to c;o:ns:i .. d.<~r comJ-;J .. aints a,ga:inst 

t11e f.Ja.tive 1:1oJ.:i.ce F·orce :fro·m Messrs_.. Cor:fie-_ld_ a.nd 

Landsborough', He sti.LL grudged the large vote passed 

o·\/er l:tis t:io:rt ir1 Fel)1 .. -u .. a:r·y· fLnd. corLclud.ed: 

Un.less T can be sa ti.s:fted Lhat Mr. Morisse t & 
hj_s offi.cers are o:f more va1.ue than they would 
a<ppear· to 'be. T sha-1 .. l d.ecJ.i.ne to ask :for a vote 
so e as that f'or th:Ls 
e.xpectatio11s iv.hi.ch I se<:~ no 11o:pe 
.realj_sed,,2-

B·ut wI1e11 Ct)wper w_rote t:l1is, the :interreg:num 

1vas over, a.Jong 1-..;:-'L th its atte11dar1t i11con1_prehens:i.on 

and fatuity at the centre, pastoral ini:;roversion towards 

the ry-, a.:nd an i:nt;;;1ngi'b.le b11t rer1.l tension in th.e 

northern .frontier. in the process, the vision of equi.ty 

l)etv;ee11 bl.a.ck r111d. wb:lte ·hacl almost recederJ from slght~ 

I"'at e i.r1 ember or ea_rly"' j_n (Jctober, Frr:d.er:lck Yia.lker!­

o.r1e Ji_r thtti,., and two of Walker's ex-troopers, set out 

across the Dawson Va.Lley watershed into t.he vaLl.ey of the 

Come1: to look for new pastoral. land. Sometime i.n lJctober, 

wh:iJ,c, Walker and his party were on the Comet, the upper 

Dawson blacks dec3.ded that the Fras ers o:f Hornet Bank had 

to d:ie .. 

The interregnum ended on 27 Octobero 

l:1oruew;:1rd tJound f'rorn the Comet 7 -1'1alke1"1 s ex.ped~i ti.or1 can1_ped. at 

the fool: of' a blu±Y 'JOO mil.es northwest o:C Hornet Bank. Tn 

tJtC-3 8 

rushed the camp, knocking Wiggins senseless, speari.ng 

1 Tbi d. The f'o is based also on Ross to the Govermncnt 
Res_:id.en.tp BristJa11e, 28 Septerribe.r 1857 ( ~ 48,/115, Native 
Police, Dawson Valley). 

;> 
~ C O'\';'per 1 Mi1t1l t e 
57/3721 (NSA -

J6 September 1857, with 51 16 and 
·17~)~ CoJ.,,Sec,, ial .Bur1d.1G) a 



Wa1ker tJH'cce times, axtd :Ln a w:U.d braw.J were ti.nally 

reptll.se d when one ol ths c:x-t.rmpers and Walker .fought 

t:t1e1n of'.f' wi.tl1 revoJ.v·ers .. -i At Hornet Bank, as the moon set, 

a large group of' bJ.acks surrounded the homestead and made 

a silent atta.ck~ w·add.)ri11g t11t::~ occ;·u_pc!1rts of' ea.ch roon1 as 

they came to i.t. Havi:ng killed two shepherds, the tutor 

and three of· the Fraser boys, they disturbed the fourth, 

1 o:l_d. .l.1/ est er }'ras tlr,, Hearing their voices, he 

reached for a Toaded gun p.laced behind his head, but was 

d.etected and :k.r1oc_k_ed. ll:t1co11scio·us. When he came to his 

se11ses, !:10 cra.wl.ed of'f' t11e bed a.n.d 'h.:ld. ·und.er it,. During 

this i.11terv·a.l, :hi.s motlier and. fo·u.r sisters were taken 
' 

from the centra:l room of the homestead, either as prisoners 

or llIHJ.er some notio:r1 of' saf'e cond.rtct,, a11d_ ki1.led. :in th.e 

yard. The dead and the house were stripped. Then the 

blacks went 1 as si].ently as they had come" 

It seerr1s l1ard.J:y· too stx'o:n.g a. statemer1t to say- t:hat 

when, at about mid morning, Sy:lvester Fraser appeared at 

the Eurombah homestead, civi .. L:isat:ion in the upper Dawson 

collapsed. PoLlet Cardew, the owner of Eurombah, was 

Thomas Bou.!. ton, the superintendent, had 

gor1e to v':i.sl.t ':Kin.:no·ul t 9 Wi1J.i.a.m .Mi.1.es' sta.tior1 ten miJ.es 

to tl1e r1ortl1,, Lie11tenant l?owe.11 cha11ced to 'be at Euro:mbah 

and rode off at once to Hornet Bank with his detachment. 

'I'l1e ho11se arid. sta.ti.on serv·a.n.ts evi.d.entJ.y· f'J..ed.,. Sylvester 

Fraser set of:f again, to Boulton at Kinnou.L Throughout 

the day, as the news of the raid percolated out to the 

shepherds of Hornet Bank, they abandoned the sheep and 

tled from thEl land where the Devils would scarcely ride •. 

At KinnouJ., Sylvester Fraser :found that Boulton had 

returned to Eurombah by another track, and there is an 

implication that of the servants at or handy to the Kinnoul 

l1omestea.d. 11 only a. ga.r1g of s:he;:J,rers stood_ to their d.11ties ~ 

ProbabJ.y the next morning, SyJ.vest er Fraser returned 

to Eurombah, and set out for Hornet Bank, arriving there 

1 c~C.L., Le:icbhardt, to C:.C.,C.L.,, ·16 November 1857 (NSA -
4/719 ... 2, Co:LSec. Special Bundle, J:n Letter No. 57/Lr329). 
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j6 hours after Uio raid to i':i.:od Bou1ton, Miles and the 

shea.rers "from 1\".inr1ol1l o The dead stLU. lay where they had 

Boulton was both stunned and .furious, stunned 

by the scale of death, furious because both he and Pollet 

Cardew (who had returned) had sent mossages to William 

Henry Yaldwyn, owner of 'Taroom• and nearest magistrate, 

to come to Hornet Bank to conduct an inquest and to bring 

m_e11 to b·u_ry~ tlie d_ead ~ ·ya,1dw:~r:r1 :ret'l1r11~ing a. messa.ge that he 

declined to do elther. ·N·o e.x1)Ia:nati.on was ever offered. --

:it seems 1.ikely that Yaldwyn knew or b e1.ieved that if he 

:left his station, there would be no men there when he 

returned. On the second afternoon after the raid, Boulton, 

Miles and the Kinnoul shearers buried the F'rasers and their 

servants, and Pollet Cardew took Sylvester Fraser off to 

Ipswich. The trauma of Hornet Bank evidenced itself in 

Bou.lton in a minute detai.l. Many years a.ft erwards, he was 

remarked upon as the one who a1.ways carried a rifle 'as 
1 wel.l as the customary revolver•. 

lt would be tempting to say that Hornet Bank set the 

sq11at tf.~rS Orl a dest.ru_ctive CO!.lI'Se that reshaped their 

relationship with the blacks. In a material. sense~ this 

was what happened, bu·t the transi·tion was more complex 

than this, and it was the comp.lexities that helped govern 

1
The foregoing is drawn from Pollet Cardew to Government 

Resident, Brisbane, 7 November 1857 1 with enclosure, 
Aff'idavi t ot' Sylvester F'raser, 7 November 1857, both under 
cover to Government Resident, Brisbane, to Co.l.Sec., 11 
November 1857, In Letter .57/ir.578 (this letter started a 
chain of confusion by locating the tragedy at Eurombah or 
•Euroomba•); and from C.C.L., Leichhardt, to C.C.C.1., 
16 November 18.57, In Letter .57/4329; and from C.C.L., 
Leichhardt, to C.C.C.L., 2 December 18.57, :In Letter .57/.5143 
(NSA - h/719.2, Co.LSec. Special. Bundle). For the comment on 
Boulton, see James Nisbet~ Pioneering Days in Queensland 
(ML - A.1.5JJ, manuscript, p.22). Other documents in the 
Special Bund.le cited offer additional detai.l, and in some 
cases cont:radict 011 detail~ this is un.derstandable in v·i.ew 
of' the great tension and confusion prevailing among the 
many attestors to ract ..• , it is probab.l.y not possible to 
write a strictly acc11rate acco11r1t of V•That happer1ed before, 
during, and after the silent ra.id on Hornet Bank.. 
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to J-u:1ve sutJscr:ibed to a rtot ·u11far:iiliar social patte.rn:>t ir1 

t11at reactio11 o·u_tside t.he Dawson VaJ 1 ey· v:as probably· Ino:r'e 

viole11t nn.d mirid1Hss than inBJdf.~ J_ t. T11is ::f'ac t i_n turt1 

"Ctrnt society at large 

art atti.t·ude to the 

b Ia.cl< s,, tl1is process \Vas fed and s11ar)ed by a rnf1ss 

of' .r1<".1.t1:ic a11d 1-vi.lr.J r11mo11r \l a T t in1e s 1iport hys t er:i.a, 

a.n.d agair1 1 t11e :r.r1d:ian ~1ut11i::y .intr·uded at .more than. one l.e·vel 

ar1d tirne to sl1a1Je t11is co.lori:i.aJ response .. 

What happened Jn the Dawson w<is governed by the blacks, 

he ssncss arid distar1c-ec Kot tl1a t Syl ..,,, est eI' 

Fraser l1ad ese: 
' 

tl1e bl-t1cks beat <:1 leisure.ly- retreat 

from Hornet Bank, and Powell c up with them perhaps 

a little a.ft:er !lLidda·:y·, st1ot •several 1 Y and tl1en lost them 

agairt ir1 cJ~·rcumstances :r1eve1_~ .Prope 

b1.acks vanished. At the barest 

For the news to reach Gladstone and 

a111.ed,, Then the 

16 days were needed 

orough and to 

help into the valley. In the interim, order depended on 

Powell and his .Five or six troopers amid 8,000 square miles 

o_f mot1.r1tai:t1s 7 open lar .. d.s 1 sc:r'1.:(b and c,, ' R-wnou.rs t rc.rn 

the Dawson that 'the Savages have been heard to 

tl1reaten that- .Mr,,, Sc:ottt s f"a_nri at Palm 'Tree Creek. ai...,e to 

bl t
.,.,1 e ·t-1e~ r1ex - v:tcT,:Ln1s ,, On l Nov•smber Walker and 

reachc;d Pa.1.m Tree Creek f'rom the Comet and at Scott's 

sta. ti on t J.-u.c1ci1_y t f'cnJ...r1d a doc·t or _preser1t" On 1+ Nov ernb er 

i-vhe:rL tl1is ne\1rs reached Wi.l 1iaIE I\1iles at Kir1no·ul, he J.vrote 

to the what had become o:f the 

£17 90()0 voted to re-organ:ist'l the Native Police, c.lrtimi11g 

the Sl.tspe11ded Lie1J.tena.nt Ross to be 'a vall:tal:::i Le and 

efficient officer•, blaming Powell's t~midi·ty for not 

the at tack on Hornet Bank, and urging the 

on tha .front:ifJr to share the rat of' the station 1.;hieh has 

1 c~C~L., l.eic11hardt 9 at Cockatoo Station, to C.C~C~f_,,., 
-16 .Nove1nbe1~ '18.57 (NS/t 1{/719 .. 2, 1 Col, Sec .. Special Bur1dle, 
I I. t + ~ ,, " 1" 9 ·i· r1 .e, vet"' ,) 1/L!- __ ,"-,, ~ 



Just bee:n a.rt.nit1i.1.i.:ited r .. 

stacion about 5 or 6 November, and his realisation that 

helped 

icate(l 111 the Con1et ottaclc. or1 Wa1kerrs J)art,y 1 

the already ex:i.s1 ent fear t.ha t the b:Lacks 

aga:ir1s t a lJ 

Seroco1.d's ow11 .letter t;o tl1e S}"d11ejr IV1o:rr1ing lierald, 

wr·ltt·,e.r1 011 JO Nov·emLe·r~ re:f_'Jec::ted t.1:1f;i par1ic ar1d helpless.r1ess 

Serocold 

J __ n tl1c 11p_pe.l" D«3.\v·soit~ 

It ~s evident other head stations will be 
attaolced" i'tir .. Seott, 01~ Palin-Tre-e Creek~ 
h:::ts .rece.l:ved. 11nt. e tl1a.t JrLs is to be i1ext .. 

a poinL of che attack on both Walker's party and Hornet 

Ban.k 1:1ei.r1g made l1y r1igl1t1- b-etr'a·y,ed a t;ot1ch of hyste"r.ia 

( 'The b1 ood of the cries to heaven for 

r'evenge ! M.ercy! the 1vord is a i.r1 a case like 

this. 1 ), called the Nati.ve Police 1 that slender reed or 
eetio11 1 : at1d -wrote a I>Hrafrra 

11ltiinate l1e.1.1)J.essness a.nd voic 

er.ia, a declaration of war: 

both revealing of' h:is 

9 agai.tl ~vi. t11 a touch o.f 

'.If rLo act:i.'17e meas11res are immediately 
adopted by- Goverrlille11t,. you may ex1)ect 
to hear of' a squatters' as soon 
as the shearing is finished, 

Tt is hard to exaggerate what the blacks did to wh:ite 

s oci. e in the- Dav.rso.n at t1:1e end of' October;i whetl1er 1vl1ite 

reactior1 b(0 measured by the nlunl.1er <.):f se:cvar1ts who ref'used 

:ti.ei"ve of tJ:1e 

()netirne l Navy officer, George Pearce Serocold~ 

Corruni.ssionex· l4'isemar1 t-vrote fron1 the 11p1)er· 'Daivson five weeks 

a.rter the ra:id, 'There is still considerable par~ic here on 

1William Miles in letter to the editor, 
1857, p,5, col.6, 

'.JO November 

r; 

;:...G.P0r1rce Seroco.1.d ir1 letter t-o tl1e edi.tot", Sl>1H, ibid" 
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A. wild 

T'l1JnoTJ..r (if :Lt ca1ne from tJ1f~ Tt~p_per .Daw·so:t1 it, m.11st 11av·e l:Jeer1 

'born i:n the first wee:k of' .No\re1nbe.r) spr·ead ac:ross .New 

So-i1t:l1 1.Va.les 1 i.:r1 t:l10 \.vake of tf1e :news oJ' the raid, tl1a t tl1e 

blacks .had since attac.ked f.'I:r. 'Ki.ng f s station~ a:nd o.n :Lts 

journey the rumour changed Lts shape t.o say that the b.Lacks 

:t1ad. attack.ed Hornet ·sa.nl< a.gaJ.:n a.nd .k.11..led :four me:r1,. 

l'l1e ne\11J'S of' ·thE:: a:n:rLi.hilat:i.o:r1 of' Horrtet Ba:nk was 

carried to Ipswich by Po11et Cardew and Sylvester Fraser 

who rode '.300 miles in nine clays at a time when a day's 

journey was considered to be 20 to 23 miles a day. From 

I:ps1',.ric.h 9 t.he ne·ws \.,,rent t-o Brisba_·ne on 8 NO"\/ember, where 

the Government Resident ordered Nicoll in the west at 

Wandai (}urnl1al and fvlt1rray· .i.11 tl1e r1orth Ei t G·1adstone to close 

on the upper Dawson 'with all speed ••. with a.Ll the available 

force at their disposal•. 2 The North Australian at Ipswich 

demanded 'retributive justice' for 'the ruthless 

perpetrators or the massacre': the women er Hornet Bank had 

been 'treated in the same brutal manner as the inf'idel 

Sepoys did the ladies and children in India': ±'or this 

t f'.earfl1l w·ork_ of death 1 <:.:tc tior1 was necessary as a war:nirg 

to the b1acks or 'their future' lnterc;ourse with the white 

I)CO.I)Je f "'.') ,,r:he .tvloreton_ Ba)r l!~'ree P.ress o:f 1 '! Nov·em.ber carried 

a:r1 ;:-iccou:nt o_f 'I Ho.rri.bJ.e .Mas sac re by tl1e JJ . .lacks o.n the 

Dawson' 1 noted the si.ngular:i.ty of the night attack and the 

attendant suspicion r.hat the raid had been led by b.lacks 

we1.1 acquainted with the Hornet Bank household. A 

corres_ponde11t to tl1e :paper wrote~ 

Tl1e.t'e is or1e gr'at:i.:fy:ir1g id ea i.n co:nnecti on 
wjth this subject, that when we get our own 
1egis1ature we shaLL be ab1.e to return 
Mr. Black:fe11.ow many a cornp1:iment, and all 
I can say is "haste happy clay", when f'ull and 
just revenge shalJ be had u.pon the butchering 
abor:igines of the northern districts. 

le .C .L., Leichharclt, to C .C ,C. L., 2 December 1857 (NSA 
l+/719,2, Col.Sec. Special BundJe, J:n Letter 57/51113). 
2 Gover:rnnent Hes:iclent, Brisbane, 11 November 1857, ibid., 
In Letter 57/lf578). 

1From the North Australian :in MBFP, 18 November 1857, p.5, 
coL 1. 



with such 

WiTh 

cha T'g ed 

h !; 

:taw or1 th_e f.rt>11tier 9 and :ir1dlecti:f;d ar1otl-'te1"' facet of' t11e 

tensio:n. ir1 1_-,}1e D<Ywso11 J_n t:ha t it was 'a '"'ell k_no·v:rl fact 

harboured a sq_uatter :in the 

neig11bourhood, des_pite t.ht: ,prot€::statio.ns of 11is f'el.lo1 ... -

stoo krw.! ders 1 , 
1 

·r·he news of lior_r1et 11ank 1~t:~ached Sydney- on ·13 Novem1Jex',. 

The :>Jovember took its accoL1r1t 

its 0 Wll 

r1nd t:v.u day-s later :from 

eorrespondon t ( 'J:t makes one's blood boil to read 
2 

of S1J.C11 "" t I'ociti_es" ~ ",, 1 ) ; ~ tr1e 1 ;s r 01vr1 correspo11dent 1 

gr·ax1·tefl t t11e r'igl1t o_f ·t}-1(~ tn_1shrnf:n to tal'(_e the lc-i-w· :into 

t.h.ei1"' ow.t1 ltartc:ls ~ a.nd. shoot dov1rJ1 this tr_:i_be of' \l'i.llai11s lik.e 

1vild t11ree weeks .lat er 

(le1nctr1ded a blow t11.at woi.:cld t ca.r'.r)r ter.ror i11to the l1earts 
l+ 

o_f t:J1e tx'ibe'; a.11d_ Char_le.s Cow.per o.r'dere(i tl-i.;:1t 1 ev·erJ/ 

effort may be made to detec·t urul. apprehend the perpetrators 

d t:ua t the 

t:neg~Leet & war_._t of en.ergy· 1 of I.-ie11tel1a11t ftz1ss 1 rni_gJ1t be t11B 
~ 

ea-LLSB {)_f st1ch disasters 1 .. -J 

O:rt tl1e 

reported tho faJl of' De.lhl, and si.x days .l.ater the rumouc 

Delh~ set an example 

·1 ==""'' 11 f'~ov·en1be:r 185? 1 f:iditor'ial, p .. 2~ cols,,1-2-; 
r1e t¥-S report, col .• 4; letter to edi.tor, colp5~ 

col,, 

9 December 185 in ~7 23 D-::-~cember 

' JDraft letter Cowper, 
Co].~ St:.~c,. ie:::tl .B-z1ndJ_.;~; 



Prompted 

'l'lle :K.ing a_11d Quef:>:n v.-t'-~re _fo-Lt:nd. so aged th3.t 
their .1.:1-ves l1ave b.e\'··n s c::tnd impr·isox1ed; 
two o_f t}1e sor1s wer+: sho 
tl1e vJ_e·w o.f tJ1e X'ebeJs"",, ""'Th:is 
o:f e mut.Lne-:-~1"'s 

fo11.rteen _h::1ngec.l 7 t11re\:. b 
ht:>B_()s cr1t ot'f' 3 t~our 

t rax1s J?D rte-cl*' 

,iit.J-betted_ to 
ves a tot aJ 

of' ~- :narne 
i.n with their 

Cow·r}e_r WT"'ote, tJvfr .. _Mo.rl.ss~-:;t Lsic·] sJ-101x.ld a_fJ"'ilarice a.lJ_ his 

avaj.lable force in this the DawsoJl a:n.d. I hOJ.)H to be 

The account of the t, o.f the Indian 
n1ut::ineers v;ill be read t-vi t,h :nj"xcd emot_i ons" 
WF1en t:he crimes :trr1_ptited to some o±~ them 
rise ~nto v~ew t seem to have deserved 
pur1i.shmer1ts s·ucl1 as F~astern monarchs in\rer1t 
.... - mo:re than t}1e- rr1er·e ::Lr1f'J.ict:ior1 of' de-atl14 
·wt-1en0' l1owe,ter 1 \.Ve t'l.11~.n to t.ht~ high standard 
of right, impl.j.ed Christian civi.lisation, 
the mind is shock•3d at any such aggravation 
, ~ .~ tl1e mi.rtd re·\rolt s :from a.ny· p·ux1i.shmer1t r1ot 
:t_ri.f1 .. icted in tl1P 11.eaL of battle 1 or undt.:-:1""'" .... 
the forms of mil.itary law.J 

rr11e Mol"'B r: on Cou . .-r:LeT' 11.ad i;.-v·rJt.ten o.t1 14 November tl1.at it 

was o".to raise [its vole any wholesaJ.e 

and bJlnd att to e~xterminaJ. a v,;}10.te tril1e or t~ace t 

justice 
I 

l '/ :+ on. _y • 

its lilow of 'retributive 

s:t1ouJ.d fall \\'itl1 discrirn.ina ti on 1 :;:.1rtd on the 

B·ut \\lhet11e-.r I'e t_;ril.-_1u·t-. :Lox1 

in.flictio:t1 o.f cleath 1 OX' n1ig;11·t "fall or1 innoce11t as we.l:l as 

wo11ld t;e st1b,ject to ti..rne and ce~ From the upper 

1 
17 November 1857 s Second Edit i.0J1 .. 

letter by Cowper, 23 November 1857 (NSA - 4/719,2, 
Co.LSec., cial Bund1.e, draft. with In Letter 57/l;68J). 

I 4
_}1BC:, 1lt- Nov·e-mber· ·1857" ed:ltoi'ial, p.2~ col,,2,~ 



Da·wson, a sql1at ter w·rote tJ1at if' goverr:unent did 11ot 

immediately protEict the frontier there was but one course 

le.f't 

·which_, .l:1owev·e.r :rern1g:na_nt to Ollr :r1atures 
as Britis:t1. Sllbjects, is ce.rtai.r1 to be 
adopted, that is, to put the law at def'1ance, 
de.fer1d ourse.lv·es a.n.d 012r h.omes., and 
exterminate the black f'iends by whom we 
a:re s1irro·ur1ded" 1 

'Let the liberty of self'-protection be accorded to the 

squatters,' wrote the editor or the Moreton Bay Free Press. 

'rfhere ma·y be some m_e:r1 wl10 wo1tld abu.se such a trust, but we 

should hope there are 

a whole tribe -- men, 

few who wou.lcl indiscrimina t el·y· murd.er 
2 

womer1 9 a_nd children.!., 

At the time or the attack on Hornet Bank, the lessee, 

1ifilliam JT'raser 1;vas :i.11 I:ps\.v:i.ch o:n b'l1siness ~ tl1e ow.ne.r of 

Hornet Bank, Andrew Scott, had been to the north to visit 

Comn1issioner Wisema.n 9 -0.nd wi. th Wiseman was a.pproaching the 

upper Dawson when they heard of the raid. Scott and 

Wisemar1 arriv·ed. at SerocoldYs 'CocJ~a_too~ abol1t 16 Nov·err1ber .. 

When W:LLU.am F·raser returned t:o the Dawson, and where he 

Legend has credited 

Fraser with conducting a bloody war with tb.e blacks, but 

~tegend is 11ecess;·::1 __ ri.l~y co.lo·Llred and replete wi.th v·ague 

terms s11ch as ~many- 1 
9 credits sb.ooters o __ f t11e da·y· 1vith a 

marksmanship and veracity not attained by professional 

armies, and ignores th.e time i.r1vo.lv·ed in reloading a carbine 

or the period. Tn any case, untLl af'ter about 20 November, 

there were no blacks to be shot. 

The movement of the blacks is also obscure. After 

Powell lost them on the af'ternoon of 28 October, they 

possibly retired westward toward the rugged Carnarvon 

Rar1ges 1 or so·c1thward towa.rd the Great Dividing Range: in 

JI p' · I . i.01-ieer 9 

1857' p.2, 
i:r1 letter to t1te Hd:ito1:' 9 MBFP 9 

coJ,,5 .. 
16 December 

2 
~. 18 November 1857, editoria1, p.J, co1.2, 
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tne .iat-Ler case w~·th ·the possi.b.le intention ult.imat of 

tho .fo ot.h:i.LLs o.f the 

Ra:n.ge :into tl1e ll11rnet i: d:i.s t ci t,, 

·fo_r c o:nj e ct I-1.TE:~,, Pastora.Lis-ts had a 

tl1e 11ativ(::s i:nto stu·f.J.011 biac.ks a:nd \Ytld (oi~ rny·a11) black:s 3 

a. d.i.·visior1 t:h::it ;iJ1 rn~11Ty· s.itt1a·l-,:l ons mea.nt al1torna.t.i.cal 

that t.he 'wild' blacks weno .in fact somi?one 1se's station 

bl.acks. 

\1/itl1 o.r.te .:.:i.:r1ot1ter and. ccHnr)ar·-e not.es 9 i wa.s e\/i.dent to the 

llppe.r Dai-.tso.rt sq11atte.rs (or so Ll1eyr belie\red) t11at Lh.e 

al";tack 011 Hor.net B<1.rt1: had_ come from tm;:1x1y stations :Ln ·Ll1e 

1 
ne:igl1b-0·11rhood'l <> • Tft:is tre.ach.ery at c1ose q1i*·1rters 

contrib11ted ur1d.o·ub·t~ed to t:l1e _pax11c in the Da·wsor1 (the 

para.1 lel wit11 the Sepo·y· :rising \Vas acute) 7 and on tl1e othe:r' 

hand brought the coJd,~blooded rea.Lisati.on that: the raiders 

would eventual.ly leave their h:id outs and :ra turn to the 

stations11 

Action began, poss:i.b ly between 20 and 26 November, 

\,,,rher1 the S'Uspe11dvd I,ieute11ar1t Rossjl Scott the 01.,-ner of' 

Hor11et Bank. 1 a11d a clet;:"'*chn1ent of troopers f_rom Wandai 

G11mbcll er1co1Lntered h1a_cks at ar1 w1d:isclosed f.1.ce and shot 

:r1irte de~.id 4 

s of ·the Native Polic0 officerso As the station 

bl.a.cks were iJrogre ss :i ·ve reported back 1.n the:i.r stations, 

Frasex' rod.e out w-1 t}1 the detac:ruuent-s ;-; idcntl.f'iecl Hor·net 

Bank plunder held by i:rn~m, pointed ou:t Hornet Bank blacks 

t er11 ~ 

.:'.i..bo11t 1() p'"'m" i-v·e agaitl st:ax·te-d a11d ro-de b·y 
moonlight the sevent:een mil.es to this Station, 
ar1d h<-:tV'i:r1g made our ar:ra_ngeme1Tl:»s the Gf-ln1p 1vas 
si_irrot.Lnd(Jd <:tt day t .. f\Ir.,, fi':rase,r,,.,,., 
:iclerit:i:f:i.ed se--ve __ ra.1 o.f tl1e B.la cks .£ls tvell kx1ow.n 
to 11ave beeJl :::::tliva_-ys in t:h.e _Neighbour·11ood of' 
Hornet Bank, and one i.n particular ( BiLLy) 
as EJ n1ost notorious RascaJ 1 arid h.av·ing also 
d.:iSC(J'\i'ered -li•ll-1i.ch tl1at Ge:nt.lem£:1n swore 

1
'fhe se was ·vlisein3:1t 1 s" f'or his d.escri __ I)tior1 oJ"" the r v--ery 

extensive conspj __ :r.~ac·yr, see C~C~I.:~ 1 l-'eic11l12:1.rdt 1 at Cockatoo, 
to C,C,C,L,, 16 NovemtH?r 18.57 (NSA - 19,2, Col.Sec, 

al Bundle, In Letter /4329), 



to have tJeen tak;cn .frum Hornet Bank, I 
ordered the Troopers to fire~ Seven 
B.lacks v.re.re s.t1ot ar1ci o:r1e mort~111.·y· ivo·t11Lded,, 

J51 

F'a:oni11g out .fro111 E>u_rombrtl1 9 wl1ere _l,iel1te.r1a11t M.·u.1:':t'ay l1ad 

concentrated ·the fronti.er or First Division of the Native 

Police, tJ1e detachn1e:o.ts dea1t 01J.t the sarn.e j11st.ice" Murray 

himself rode -ivast from E:11rom_bah to I'aroon1 1 ~and .finding 

two r1otorio11s sco11ndreJs c:aJ.led 11 ,Je-rry-H ar1d 11 ~Jackey 11 I 

order•ed the Pol.ice to :f:ire} a:nd 

Presuma'bly· on Cock.-e1too station 1 

2 
they were both killed'. 

the two station blacks 

imp1i.cat ed in the at tack on Frederick Walker and Arthur 

Wiggins were shot dead by the Police. 3 In the progress o.f 

this d1~1illl~head ,j'u.st:i.ce .f:r'om. s ta ti on to station, be t\veen 

26 November and 29 December, the Nat:i.ve Po.lice of.ficers 

reported the shooting o.f 21 b.lacks, With the nine shot 

by Ross and Scott, and the 'scweral' shot by Powell on 

the a.fternoon a.fter the Hornet. Bank raid, the total was 

probably about 34. 

It was le:ft to Seroco:l.d and some oi' his :fellow 

squatters to go beyond 1 the mere :i.n:fliction of death' 

Long af'terwards, Serocold wrote: 

It was a necessi.ty to make a severe 
example o.f Lhe black leaders or the 
tribe and about a dozen were taken into 
the open counLry and shot •••. These men 
V\TBI'e a.11owed to rlJXl a:nd tt1ey we.re shot 

4 
at about thlrty or .forty yards distant. 

Altogether, perhaps 1;6 b.lacks died in the upper Dawson, 

in exchange :for the 18 to 21 whites who had been killed 

1
2nd. Lieutenant R.F~. Wal.ker to Lieutenant Murray, 
Leichhardt District, JO Decc:mber 1858 [sic] (NSA 

C o.L Sec. Special Bundle, with In Lett er 58/920). 
') 

""-L:ie·ute11ant ,John _11.1ux·ray t.o Command.a.nt o.f Nat.ive PoI.ice 1 

I+ January 1858, ibid, 

J.Lieuteriarlt '-TolLn Murray to Corrnna:r1dant o:f N'ative Police, 
19 January 1858, ibid. 

!+ 
George Edward Serocol.d Pearce Serocold, Extracts from 

unpublished autobiography (A.NL - .MS 626, p.22). His 
psychic speculations that .follow this account of' the 
aftermath of Ho_rnet Ba.rtk majl -be ig.r10.red_., 



W~th ~he bJacks dispersed (in 

ge.r1er'-E;t1 r,erms t11ey~ rnoved so·r;.1 ft ... east rrllt o_f t11e J);i11vsoJ.1 

into the wo s·t er:r1 B11r.net t.) 5 J>.f11rra y t-vi t11d.re11v tt1e First 

P()we LL and Robert Walker 

wi.th four troopers each Ln the uppe?r Dawscmo .E-\t abOlit 

this t.inte, a.lso ~le:J.v-.in.g tl1e dtst.r·ict:: \.'1:is£01nan was aml?USlted 

bet we er1 Rannes a:n_d_ G1';,;.eeme re :.Ln tht:: r1\J-.r-th_ of tr1e t, J.a'"" 

oi-·d.e rl:ie s 4 lvf-urra-yr l1_in1se1:f arr·i.ved at. {}l;;;:i,(lstone o:r1 19 

J·anu.ar-:;.r 1858.. 1\s f<:-1r ::1s 11e a.rid. the First D:i,rislon was 

co11.cerr1ed 1 

lts a 

sat:lsf'iedo 

the Hornet Ba .. nl;: c::ase 
2 

\--Vas f:i.Jl:i s1:1ed" 

ema_:r1} f.fur.ra~y 1--iad ever'y reasor1 to be 

had behav·ed w.i th surp.ris rest.rai.r1t, 

done substantial Justice, and felt moved to say so when it 

was otherwise, as was Lieutenant PoweLl who thought it 

necessar-_~r t:-o sa.y that his d<:1tac]1111ent l1ad sl1ot three black 

women at ·Ta·roorn .. 3 -rn cr-:i.ticis PowelJ_ ·for shootir1g tl1e 

\VOillf~Tl at a 11 9 C OW,f)B_r 
lj 

c om1)Je t e ly missed the poi.r1 t th.at 

Powe_ll had criticised himself a 

But the real damage to the blacks went far beyond the 

shot dead by the Firsr Div~sion. The f~t.gure o.f' 

to1>1erJ.ng al)O\/e t1'1e India.:n }fu:t:Ln·y 11ad 

no P.lu:nkett was out of 

ef.-fecti.ve off'::Lce 1 Frede.r:i.ck Wa LJ.;:.e·r was d:iscredi. t arid 

Co1VIJe·r v1rote 1a.ng11age as stror1g <:ts or s-Lrt):i::1ger Tha:r1 thai., 

1 T·he 111.unbe1: of~ 1-.rhites k.il.led Js v·a.rio1,ts.ly· t"eported 
:in. att to re:fir1e 

? 
-For the foregoi11g 2 see tl1e tenor of' his 1_etter to 

Commandant of' Nati_ve Police, 19 ·18.58 (NSA 

a11d 
t:t1e 

lJ/719.2, Co.LSec, Special Bundle, with .In Letter 58/920), 

16 December 18 ibid' 

4 
Draft letter by Cowper, 13 March 18 ' ib:id ... 



The murder or the Fraser F'amlly, with the 
att eJJ_darrt ci.rct1ms 
perpetrators [si.c 
enorm:i t:Les s .. ho1_.tld 

a.r1cPS _rec4u.ired t11at the 
of SllCh mox1stro·us 

be punished in the 
sev·orest :i:rta.:nste.r v111o:re·\>er 
round •• '. l 

could be 

,,,.,." •. ury· as to rnotiv·a.tio:n and 

:p1:-ov·ocatio:r1, for tf1e s_pirit of Pqttity- a:nd o:rrc111iry wt-ls 

dead.,. 

a.s irres_ponsi'bl.e rnz--t:rl w:ho was b·y deJ:"ir1:itlo.n no·t a .. bJ.e to 

commit ri Jl1st:i.fiaJJ].e crirne"' 

3.53 

F.rom this _pl1iloso1)lLi.ca.1 :i.m __ passe there ir1ex.orably­

stemmed a self'-perpetuating cycle o.f action that 1.n the 

Tong run destroyed the tr:l.bes more e:ffectively than any 

damage done by a bullet~ Q·uittC? sirr1_ply 1 the 'blacks were 

made subject to a doctrine of unl.awf'ul. assembly. Walker 

had argued tbat great assemblies were end-products o:f 

pressures on the tribes, and that apart f'rom breaking up 

intransigent groupings by force, by 'dispersing' them, 

it was a £'unction of white civilisation to diminish the 

pressures that created them. Whether his argument would 

have coped with the massing :for the attack on Hornet 

Bank is open to question, but the substantive point was 

that the spirit o.f enquiry personified by Walker was now 

dead. At-tenti.on a.ccord_i:ng 

t d.iSf)ersi11g' the l).la.c:k_s a 

.focussed on end-produ.cts, and 

d a different significance. 

Wisema:n cl.id :n.ot i:r1vertt t11is J:l.ewer? m.ore sim_p1.J..fied doctrine~ 

nor was he the first to voice it, but he expressed it as 

succinctl:,r as i.s ,per:h.a._ps :possible .. On the day he arri.ved 

at Cockatoo, 20 days after the raid on Hornet Bank, he 

wrote ~nter alia: 

I .. 
lb:Ld. 

Wh.e:n st1c:t1 1a_rge :ritunhe_rs tJ1us collect [ 9 ] 

p11m.der artd tl1e:n. IDl1rd.er is tl1e resl1J.t., 
Such has been the resu1.t of the immense 
assemblage of BI.acks which I saw last 
.June on the Upper Dawson.2 

2 c * C "I_,,,, ·Leic'hhard.t, 
18.57 (NSA - 4/719.2, 
57/4329). 

;:.-it Cock-.atoo, to c;"CoC.Le, 16 Nov·ember 
Col.,Seco Special BundJ.e, J:n Letter 



...... 1ni:rtc!.ed 9 i:r1t eJ_lig eJ1t 1 cultured and 

IlJld a S 

oru: e lno re 7 .a s rit of then have 

if'i.ed 

ol:.1serve s·ucl1 thi11gs as ct1ltura l ion,, '1'ime" ce a11d 

c o.r.td :Lt: 

Jong stand t:e11sions :i.11 t11.e :no.:r'tl1ern 

t: o.f Hornet Hank, and snch the f'atui ty 

or central govornmo that s ea.se i11 rni.d 

lhs Division and 

son1ew:hE-:::re e.lse f arid genera.lJ.y they· wo·u .. lct seem to hz.-lVe moved 

Hast-ward and srrLttheastward. i:nto tl1e Bt1rn.e f-. t, w11ere ir1 fa.ct 

m&11y of' theJJl ab 1Je.lo11ged.4' W1:1at had. not do11e 

black, a ons t·hat ps 

Ce 

m:i l es :fr· om. Hor11e L Ba:n_k,, 

f)e s i>i t e 1 s ease, there novv occui-·red 1 a1.011g the 

baseline of the trla 

a :rr1aterial exte:nt h·y-pott1esised,, The evj.donco that thi.s 

t;:ve11t took place 1~011sJ.sts of' a se11ter1t;e -v . .,.ritten at 

Maryborough on 20 

.Pieces of oral tra.dit 

Mary borough, on 3 ·1 Jvlarcb 

18 b-~r Comm.a·ndant Morisset, two 

and a I.et ter written, also at 

George L'.tng., son of TJr J'ol1n 

Dru1more W:l.seman on 8 December 1857 had reperted the 

soutbeastwr:1.rd :rno\'en1ent 

1c ~C ~I .. ~, .Leichl1a .. rd"L 1 .:zt 
1857, ibid4, In Letter 



are s·upposed to have ipally gone to the Fitzroy' 

(th.is s tatem.e11t ·pe.r11Etps re_f_lected n.orther:r1 ,preocc11pation 

with the Dawson black as night monster), Morisset observed 

~In cor1secr11e:r1ce o.f two ()f'.f:i.cers being lt.nd_c:;r 
s·us_r>e:nsJ.ox1, a11d o.ne o:n Sick J.ea·ve 9 a.rid as 
t:he BJ_a.c:1s.:s are m·1;,s·f.eri:n.g 111 J_arge n11n1bers 
t.iet1,~reB:r1 t.he 1\u.tn1r:r1 a:r1.d t.l1e I3u_rr1ett. ( :L,, e,, 9 

:i:n tl1e western Bt1rr1et.t)) <:tnd. ·ha,v·:ir1g ·:no 
Of':ficer to send_ wit:h Trooper•s, :I :have 
co:r1sid.ered it e.xpedJent to l)_rovis:i.ona.l_J_y· 
appoint Mr. W.R.L. Smott to the rank of 
2:r1d_,, Lie·i:1te:na:r1t t11is <-1ppo:i..ntmer1t wi.J.1 
l1ov . .reve.r ma.k-.e a.n ad.d.it::ior1 to tl1e estin1ated 
strength, but the emergency will I trust 
warrant the excess~ 
It is rny· ir1tentio11 to :p.roceed. irmned:i.ate~Ly 

to Wan.rJa.i G-lunba.1 9 for t.11e _p11rpose o:f 
inspecting the Jrd,, Di·,rision., ",, ~ ·1 

3 .5 .5 

The general shape of the event that fol.lowed would be 

that between th:i.s date and 31 March, a party of 12 squatters 

and a detachment (er detachments) of the Native Police 

between them killed upwards of l.50 men, women, and children 

i.n tlte t-vester·n 9 northern and_ centra1. Bu.rnett, at distar1ces 

of up to 150 miles east o.f Hornet Bank and down to .50 miles 

from Maryborough. Told with a wealth of detail places, 

num'bers a:r1d circumstances == tb.is was the gist of~ I..iang' s 
2 

letter o.f 31 March.- Blacks, he said, were shot in the 

bush 1 at 1-1ead stations~ er11·o·ute about th.eir masters 1 

b·usi11es s, and when occasion o.f.fered were d e.li.bera.t ely 

wounded first and eventually killed, :r11 thi.s exc·ursion 

beyond 1 the mere infJ.iction of death', legend supports Lang, 

Of the Nat :ive Police, tradition cl aims that a group of 

bla.cks were su .. :rro1J.nd.ed o:t .Derra .Der.ra Creek or1 1 .M1mdJJ.bbera~ 

~.:tnd. Z:ill shot; arid. tl1at on the sJ~opes of' 1vro1.1r1t .Na.raye:r1 or1 

1 Haw-kwood.', 'Marry· were s.hot dowr1 and nUJUber captured. a1.iv·e" 

-1comrnm1d.a:nt, NP, to G·ov·e.rruner1t R.es:Ld.e:nt~ .Bri.sbane, 
20 F<0bruary 18.58, ibid., with In Letter .58/920. 

2 
George Lang to Andrew Lang, 31 March 18.58 (ML - A.63, 

A.L.S., pp.176-79). 



Bott.le ·T-.reE-1 a:nd 

Be-yo11d_ tJ1_e :n:u:mbe:r'S .cE?po.rted _kj_j _ _l.ed. ( wl1ic.t1 per1ding 

cori_-f'ix'm_a.to.r·y· f-Y'l/ide:r1cr:, 11ave to fJe ;:-1cce:pted. wJ._tl1 scepticisn1)? 

wl1at wo1I.Ld. s(:!em ·up,pe.r1nost ·w;-1s tl1e .fre:n.et:i.c state of' mind 

.Morisse t 1 s t ernerge:ri,c·y·r, a:r1 eme1~ge:n.c_-y 

the blacks. It m.ay J:1a·ve beer1 more to tl1e poi:r1t tlli1 t La.ng l's 

ur1d.ersta:ndi:n.g o.f this ra..mpa.ge was t:h.at i.t was d_or1e in t.he 

name or Hornet Bank; and equa1Jy to the point that the 

geogr·aph:ic and soc:Lo.logical focus o~C the ex_pJ.osio.n was 

Maryborough. For where squatters and Native Pol.ice 1.ert 

of.f 11 townsmen too-.k up., Townsmen_ v·olunteered to ass:i.st the 

ConstabuJ.ary to destroy the blacks' camp between the twin 

tow:r1s 1 and Lar1g wrote t11at 

The party o.f whites then £'allowed and shot 
a boy o.f twelve years o.f age dead -- a lad 
we11 k.r1ohrn ir1 tow:r1 as a harml.ess} ltelpless 
lunatic" •.• Yesterday the Native Poli.ce force 
under the orders o.f their white off'icers 
per.formed the same meritorious action .for the 
Blacks i.n Maryborough." "and driving numbers 
or them into the river in sight or the whole 
town population" 

Ma.kir1g it clear th..a,t lie him.se~Lf had. witn-E-:issed_ no shootirlf~S 9 

-h.e \Vrote of.' 

t:h.e spectacJ.e of' a l1J..a.c-;1r.:fe1.low e:r1d.ea.v·o11ri:rtg 
at the pt1bllc wharf at e:Lght o• clock last 
Sunday night, to construct a i'rai1 ral't 0£' 
sl1eets of ba,rk_ to ca.r.r·y ov·e.r a river a.s broad 
as the :Hunte.r at Ra.~y1nond_ 'l'errace a.nd_ t·wice as 
rapid, a ehild twe.lve mont.hs old and another 
but ten days old, and al:L lhis because he had 
been chased from his .fi.res and Lhreatened w:ith 
a ba.Ll. :from a carbl.ne by a ruthless wretch 
we ar':Lng th_e Q·u.e er1 1 s li v·e r·y .. @ ~ ,, 

The behaviour of' Maryborough, Lan.g thought, was a libel 

art hun1a:r1:i.t·y and ta. d.isgrace to its r-.1ag:ist.ra.tes its 

storekeepers its f'athers & sons & everything Britl.sh in 
? 

the place•.-

lsouvenir o.f the Centenary of the Central and U er Burnett 
River Distrl.ct of' Queensland. 1848 to 1948 no publisher's 
-i-m~r,-r-e_·_s_s_)~,--p~.-2-.-)-o~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~ 

2George Lang to Andrew Lang.1 '31 
p.p.176-79, the quot:atl.ons l'rom 

March "1858 (ML - A.6J, 
p.178) .. 



1'11ic0se? tlH:?Xl? a.1~,:-::-: t.h'·'' bT'oa.d o·tctlix1f?S ,ot' a.:n eve:nt (or· 

o:f a ser.ttis o.f J.oosc.1.y· c:o:n~t1ect.fJ<l eve;n.ts) i:hat ml1st .for 

the p.l'.'esent: .rema:l:r1 the s1ibJecT: o:f.~ s:ts., It i.s not 

impossible that l1:i.1nself gCt\te his J>ersJ)t:ictlve <'l 

:it cLLd. not possess,, ~[Jl i.b.e ;{c:,,,1.:t'S :immed.iat 

a reputatlon 

z1s a. r:;z11"et"'ttJ. a11d a.ccrcra.t.:1 .!ou:r"'TL<.t.list 0 a:nd :Lt i.s theref't)re 

l'Gpx•esented lie hE«:i1:'say· ;:1:r.1d t:l1e JJ·utilic state o:f mi:r1d_.,. 

"vell h.r.1·ve e_xk'1gger·a.ted tl'le t:rxte:nt o.f tlte eve:r1t 

or· ev·(·?11ts <.tlo:r1g tl1e 'base ~Line o:f the r101~thern tria11gle!' 

is l1ard to escc1:pe. J..$ tl1e ity or the action: 

ins :is t, e ri.t: teria born or 

e.x.p . .i.ou..t 11g r ens:Lon :1rri ed sqlAat t ers J :Na ti ve Po.l:Lc e office rs 

and townsrnon lnto a .frenzied wor.1 d where t.he Eng1.ish 

tradition had supposed thcoy woul.d nGV!C.r go, As the supreme 

eoncer11 fo.r his O\\TD etlri.e 1 or1 tJte nort.her11 f~rontiei"" 1 lay· 

in r11:Lns" 

A11d her·e ttl.\~ ce:rrt.r·e nJ~ colo:ni.aJ. ci.vi.L:Lsati.on,_ a.nd. 

goverxrrnF.:ni. a.t tJ1e ce:rtt:re nf~ c:i.v:LJ.J.sa.t:ion 1 a.1:Jd.ica.ted its 

t'1J~t1c t :Lo.rt as custod.iEtn o_f th_P Wester:ri t.ra.ctit.l.o.t1 ... :r.r ney 

gave r10 or it. So that 

in the north, it 

as the :force o:f law 

was abandoned for i:he force o:f the i.ndbtidual, so soc s 

coJ.1 ef~t :i. 't~e of l:llf" 111i:rnt.Ln cor1d.it.ion was sLrrrendered 

to the custod.ianshi.p of conc€.r11ed i:r1di.'\Pld.ua ls" .However 

rn£~lny· tJ1Hre \Vere of these i.n tl1e r10.rt!1 (f·ort·rtnately'· ·.for the 

l·leste.r'Il tradit.ior1, they i:n_c1.uded tors), the t:i.de or 

ter1sion wa.s 

In Novmnber 1860, almost a year after the separati.on 

of' t:t1e :nortt1 :f""r{1m Ne\·l SoL1th Wa.les as the <;o~lorr~{ ol' 

Q"ueenslrJ.nd:; snve:ral N'at:ive Po:licf:: tro()f>ers were arrested 

the rape and murder o:f a white woman, Fanny Briggs. 

Rape of white women by blacks, or at, least allegations to 

that eff<;ct, were no means uncommon in the history of 

Z->Je1v So11tl1 Wales 7 lnJ.t <-ls fa.r as the e'\ride11ce goes 1 ha(J never 

ca:n.sod. any 11nt0-tva.rd. reac1;i.ox1 amor1.g w11ite society .. ~ox",. 
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ambiti.ons ;cere two·-:foJ.d: they wanted a vastly increased 

force with the office of commandant restored, and they 

wanted to complete the discrediting of' Walker. 1 From a 

sympathetic M:i.nistry incl.uding Donaldson, John Hay and 

Edward Deas Thomson, they secured the first object, in a 

provision on the Estimates of over £17,000, more than 

three times the Estimate t;hat had barely passed the old 

Council in 18.55. 
2 

In the longer run, it transpired, they 

secu.r1 ed. their second object 111 the appointment as 

Commandant of' Edric Norfolk Vaux Morisset, son of' a onetirnH 

command ant at Newcastle and Norfolk Island. 3 

If' it was nervousness for their squat tag es in the 

Leichhardt and Wide Bay that set Sandeman and Forster on 

t:his course, they were too late. It was February 1857 

bef'ore the Estimates passed the Assembly, and ,July before 

Morisset took up office. ln the short run, it was alr<Jady 

too late in November 1856 when they sought their Select 

Committee,, Ii-1 a sense, tl1e Native Police E'orce had. been 

disintegrat:i.ng f'or some ti.me. Badly and erratically 

supplied with stores, food and ammuni.tion, lacking a 

:field command and anything more than a grudging 

interest by government, .living i.n thG rain where the 

Devils would hard.ly ride, increasingly o:ff'i cered by 

in<';xperiene0d youths of 18 or 19, and increasi.ngly spread 

out in small numbers to keep order over 20,000 square miles, 

both white of'fioers and black troopers were near cracking 

point i.n late 1856. 

In November or early Decembe:i;, the detachment under 

Murray on ·the Fitzroy mutinied. These were some ol' Walker• s 

old troopers from the Murray and Murrumbidgee whom O'Connell 

1Select Committee; of Inqui.ry on the Native Police, 
(NSW) 1856-57, Vol.1, pp.1158-1216, 

2 Message No.)5, 18 February 1857, (NSW), 1856-57, 
Vol.2, pp.1079-81. 

J Vol. 2, 
C emporaries 
I have f'oJ.lowed 

entry .for James Thomas Morisset. 
the su:r·r1ame in a number of ivays t 

the spelli.ng in !Ii!!.· 



1)erha11s, e.x:ee11t as ftit·J to ar1 e:xist 

:rea.1.13.r rJC;<l e'\"a .. nt to tlLf; social 

the northern t of the t,rian e, 

i'ire 7 was the rape 

at Rookhampton in 

KiLted on 6 November, Br:iggsY f'ate t.,ras not 

358 

to s11.spect b:is own 

011 t.:be ·12t11, stilJ. :t1a.ving x10 .reaso:r1 

, Moriss0t wro·le t;o the 

I be.lieve the above to have been 
perpetrated haJ,f c:iv:U.ized B.laoks who 
are t:.imJ;-lloyed 011 Mr., Archer• s and. other 
Stat::Lox1s i.n the v':lein:i.t·y of' Roc.k11ampton 9 

a system which cannot be s11fficient1y 
depnecat when the Blacks so employed 
beJ.ong to the c:omn;ry t are employed 

1 
j~11 .. 

Nothing more e.loquent was probably ever written as to the 

condition the north had come to si.nce October 1857 for 

in one of two 

way-s ~ Either he envisaged a e geographical. 

upheaval of a:ll station bl,acks throughout Queensl.and, or 

he was a o.l:inical case of dimi.nished responsibi1.ity, The 

latter prospect was, on the ovid.ence, more l:ikel.y. He 

v.~e11t o:n t{> S(':ty that 

I start tomorrow [the 1 with L:i.eut;, 
and all the Pol.ice re, and will 

use every· endeavour to punish the perpetrators 
of the it i.s my painf·uJ. to 
re I)OT't o 

But on the same day that Morisset wrote thls, 

Commissio.ner 1Visen1an \Vrote to Co.1.in Archer a_t Grc:tcemere: 

PopuJ.ar feeJlng s.ppears to be runn:l.ng 
tempestuous:I:y aga:L:nst all Blacks -- this 
is to be ed. I feel considerable 
{iisg-t1st m:ysel_f a:r1d d0slre of ve:t1gea:r1ce 
bnt stLll. I do not t;hinJ<: I am tiffed i.n 
going with my .fee and w:t th the Mass --
Morissett wants to have aJ.1. the Blacks at 
Stations dismissed and :in this he ls 

1commandant, NP, to Col,Sec,., Ql.d, 12 November ·1860 
(QSA - IJS/682, CoLSec. In Letter 60/2107, with In Letter 
61/81+). 

0 
~Ibid. 
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s111J_por·ted tiy· t:Jte _fe.r11~ .;211d t:t-1e _feroc-i-t;y· 
oJ' 1L01.t.r•::d :iJt i11H :rne:isSC'-Sn Ili:~ v.tartts m.e to 
(iismiss 131a.c:!:<_s., f)jc'::kK:ry·

9 
St. &. 

;_JOB ~= so i:l1at rns.y be sl1ot; b)" t.he 
.Po.li(:+:: v;bt_-:Jl a.v,1.;:ry- _f1~Grr1 nry~ (~,, l 

Whether tJ1ls ln.st. se:.r1t-r-~:nce 1i1f-°'J.s a sta_·t:em.e:r1t b)· _f.1o.r:isset, 

ox' W:Lsemar1r s i:r1tz:;1"fYrt:i,ta:tiQr1 of' Mo.r:isset 1 s intentJ.ons 9 the 

011 tJ1e pa.rt o1' a Corrun:i ss:10T1c,_r· att1.e to kee_p his ow11 e1notio11s 

If Mor~sset ulti.mately· escaped the 

1Ni1Jes1)re2ld t;elie.f t=h.a.t he dj_d_ ix1 .fact condur::t; 2t massac-re 

(he., ar1d. 1n1:1.ch mo.re :im_press.ive1.y·'ll .Li8llt(?na.11ts Potve.11 and 
" - 2 M·u·r1:ay1 st:eenl101:i..s den:iod. it) 7 he was :iro11ic 

preserved. from suGh acti.on only by the roa.lisat.ion that 

'rl1e st1of> t i:r1gs ,:;1,t, flock.11an1p tor1 011 

Jty part:Les, 

3 11 November,· the 

in tho north into the 1\Jew Year were not germane to this 

issue o.f the kind of' man that Sandeman and Forster had 

thought desirable to Walker., 

want d fl.rmness: there is no reason to think that he 

wanted the kind of man 11e :in .fact got c 

the zrd_d_s 

up 

The 

in the vfostern ethic poss:ib 

}<fo.r:i.ssB L ls _res tion of office in 1861. Despite 

t the Na.t:i:ve Pol:Lce and the t .ice :it d.J.SJ;>BllSe-d,,.. 

B:_cJ~gt:rs tc;ase >,Vi.t..h :its ;Jtte:r1da:nt rLtn1011.rs:; at1d a 

b3r t:he Po.lice of blacks 1Jli ~:F'(:1.ssi.fern' • di.spc;rs1.n,g 

sto,t.io:n 11ear B.rislJa,nD on Ch.ristmas Eve ·1860 ni.igt1t i.n 

ter 

l ·w .. J{., Vfisema.n 
AJ882 1 Archer 

to Col:in A.rcher, 12 November 1860 (ML -
, J:V,Genera:L GorrespondHice, pp,J35-J6), 

the t1.lrn upor1 'the tr<)OfJer·s of s11sp:iciox1 1 and the 
categor:ic;;1.l (lenials b)' t·h_e wh:ite o.f:ficers o:f an},. massacre, 
see Cotrrman(lant 1 NP, to Co.l\!Sec4 _, Q~ld., 7 ,Janua 1 with 
enclosures (QSA - lt8/682, CoLSec,, Tn Letter ·1/83, with 
In Letter 61/Slc), 

'.lwiseman to Archer, op,cit., p,'.J'.J?, 
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l:}_rotl1c_')rs }'l•J:rtjJner o~f 'M:%snunl1a._:ct i:n t_h_e S-01-tth B1J.r:n.ett j:)aj_d 

J' o .r <:t:r1 t::tt:l\tt:o :r't :is e1ne 11 t :Ln.. t;JJ_e o :t1 ·1 6 

1 

(ADVERTTSt<;MENT) 

'To i_-,J1e ():ff'"l.cer i:rt C'onm1;:1r1d of' tl1i::» f 1.:i:t't}· 

o:f N<lti.vo- J>ol:Lc~e "! w110 st.lot ax:id wo11nded 
so1ne BJ.Li-it: ks o:rt t St,a.tior.t of'" Mar1i.1mba.r 2 

01.l tl1e 1 (}cl1 ins t<:1ri.t * 

s 
]~:f i.n f'l:i;Ll1re y·oll sl1o·u.ld take a 

to your troopers upon the Station 
of ;vra:r1Ltm'ba.·r 01i_ a sporti :rig excurs1<.)ll we sh.a.l_l 
t'ee:l obi ed :i.f you wou:l.d either bag or bury 
tf1e game v1l1ich 3.rou s11oot as it i.s I'ar from 

c1sant for lJ.S to l1av·e tt1e d.ecomposir1g 
.remai.ns of _fou.r or .five black±'"'el.lo\\1 S .laying 
[sic J 1JX1~b1Lried. wlth:ln a mile or two of' our hef"1<l 
station. JS you wi:U do neither se be kind 
e:r1ough to _rt-J.mov·1-:r the co:r·_pses :fron1 ~vat.er:holes 
l1c1c1i- the. l1eEld sta:Lir)rl f_,,_roln ivt1i.cl1 1;1,'e sometim.es 
11se '\Vate:c t'or }Hrr:poses.,. As most of 
t111:) l1lack.s yoLt J_ef"t d.ead. 011 o·ur XLlJl were 
feeble old men, some of them not 
~less than years o:f age, 1'1.lJ. yon 

e to ir:cform 11s v,r'hether these l1oary 
sinners are Urn es chief'ly engaged in 
spearing buJ.J. ocks and "cramming monkeys, " 
e·cc; or whether y·ol:t j11st shoot them t1ecause 
tt1e ·.i;ro11nger ones a.re to\J ni:nlble f~ox· -y·ou . .­
Besides the .four or .f:i:ve you le.ft dead on 
011i~ .:t"l1:r1, )'·ou l1ave wour1d.ed t1;vo oi' 011r str1tion 
b 1,;:-J,,cks; i\'!10 ha•vt:~ 'b ec:n i:r1 ot:t:r' emp1 oyment d11r:ing 
~lambing t1 9 and shearing, a.r1d all other 

t:Lrnes J'or t~b.o 1.ast eight or n.ino Jr ears, 
o,11d. we 11a\~e r1ev-or k.riown ei thf;r of" tlu-?nn to have 
beE~:t1 cJ12trged. w~itl1 a cr·ime o:f <tny· ki.nd,, One 
or them came to the st:ation with a bu:Llct 
wound through one o.f his thighs, another 
through one of his arms, and another through 
one of hi.s hands; the other had a bullet 
wound through one 01· h:i.s arms, These blacks, 
b :in our , very look 
to us for protection .from such outrages, and 
we ax'e o.f opi.nion that when you shoot and wound 
'bl.acks i.n such a:n indiscr:Lminate man._Y).er_, you 
ox:c e e d_ y·our 0 orn:ntis 
that those who 

and we Jrublish this 
and pay :~lOll ma.y· hav-e 

somt1 kno11 o.f the way in which you per:form 

We 11a-ve 1 etc,, 
T. & A. MORTIMER, 

r . ·11 Ma:numbar, Fe:h,,22 1 1860 Lsic_ 



The Colonia:l Treasurer, Robert Ramsay Mackenzie, 

moved on 1 May 1861 f'or a Select Committee to enquire into 

the Native Police, but if' the Mortimer brothers and other 

critics expe<eted much of' it, it was lost bef'ore it was 

started. Mackenzie was Chairman, and :Ylackenzie at the 

time o:f Hornet Bank was Serocold' s partner in •Cockatoo', 

His attitude to the blacks need not have followed logically 

f'rom this fact, but in the event it did. His questioning 

o.f one witness constituted a restatement of' the proposi·tions 

of' the 1840s, that tho execution of tho Myall Creek 

murderers :in 1838 was 'judicial murd~r', that the 'Exeter 

Hall 1 inf'luence :l.n colonial af'f'airs had been 

and that the bJ.acks unders toed only superior 

pe rnic i o·u.s 1 

1 
strength. 

~N-01" migl1t th.e :t.f{}rti·mer brothers and. ott1er criti.cs 

expect arxy load. from t11e (}overnor, Sir G·E:torge Ferguso11 

Bowen, and f'rom the Colonial Secretary, Robert George 

Wyndham Herbert. Un.like most :Lf not all of' the parl:Lanrnntary 

members, both men were new to the colonies, having been 

chosen ln Br:ltain to Jatmch Queens.land on a viable basis. 

Their acquiesence i.n what was entailed in 'dispersi.ng' 

the b1acks closed the external British avenue of cri.t:icism 

as .firm1y as events inside New South Wales and Queensland 

had c.losed the :internal. In part, Herbert was a man to 

whom blacks wer'P perhaps of no i.ntrlnsic interest :
2

and 

beyond that, it is hard to escape the conclusion that the 

British Empire had grown weary of its attempt to live in 

amity wi.th che native peop1es or its territories 

Sepoys t .tvfa or:is aJid .Aus tra.li.an a·borigir1es jJ 

The test of Bowen and Herbert was provided on 

Christmas Ev0, 1860, by Lieutenant Frederick Wheeler, an 

of'±':i.cer o.f the i\fative Po,li.ce commissioned at the time of' 

Hornet Bank, On Chri,stmas Eve., at •Fass:trern' 60 miles 

southwest of' Brisbane, Wlteeler 'dispersed' a camp of' 

blacks at the request of' the sta·t:ion owner, John Hardie, 

The coroner o.f' Ipswich, Dr Henry Challinor, conducted an 

inquest on both this incident and a s:im:ilar one on nearby 

1
solect Committee,, ,.:\fative Police, V & P (Qld), 186 l, p. 451+. 

an assessment of Herbert's conservat~ve m1tlook, see 
entry .for him pro.jected f'or ADE, VoL4, 



1 Normar1byt st.a,ti.ono In the Fassi:fern case, un.like the 

Normanby one, ChaI.l:Lnor was abie to secure evidence from 

whites as weI 1 as b.tacks (that of' the bI.acks, of' course, 

not being admisslbJ.e at law), and believed a pr:Lma f'acie 

case of murder was establ:ished against Wheeler. 1 Probably 

because o:f the attitude of the owner of Fassi.fern and of 

his wi.fe ( t:hey alone of' all the witnesses heard no shots), 
2 

the Attorney-Gf!neral decided that no charge could be 

sustained, and re.fer.red the matter to the Colonial Secretary 

'to call upon .Li.eutenant Wheeler for an account of' his 

proceed.:i.1igs on the 
,, 

referred to-•o•'~ 

Prompted by allied matters, govern..-nent already had 

Wheeler's account, In i.t, Wheeler defended dispersion o:f 

the blacks as 'these large mobs o:f Blacks, always lead to 

Cattle Spearing, Sheep Steali1:i.g, •••• and in cases o:f 

resistance, tol!"'"'Ji.1urder,...,,.,.;,r, listed. four squatters of t11e 

region l<Iho v1ould s1.:i.p,port his statements 1 and V{ent on 

.fn conclusion I most humbly remark, that 
as th<~ duties appertaining to the Native 
Police, appears [sic] to have given such 
umbra.ge to a cert:Eti11 Class of~ ind.ivi.d.11als, 
that the divis:i.on under my Conuuand, be 

I 
\Vi t:t1dra1vn.., c+ 

On 10 ,January, the Executive Council noted on ·wheel.er' s 

aCCOlli"1_t tha.t 

The Repoi't :is read and the CoUTILC i.l request 
the., ,Co1.on:ia1 Secreta.ry to express to 
M.r Whee.I.er the general approval o.f the 

~ 

Gov·r::r'rilller1t";; 

1Henry Chal.U.nor, ,J.P., to Attorney-General, Brisbane, 
29 ;January 1861 (QSA - 48/683, Co1 .• Sec. :[n Letter, copy 

with In Letter 61/359). 
2 Depositions of a ster.lal Enquiry, •• held ••• at the head 
S·tation Fass:i:fern., .x·especting tho death o:f three Aborig:inals 
then ly:inr, dead in the adjoining Scrub,.,, (QSA - Jus/NJ, 
Inquest No. I o.f' I ·1)" 

'.}Attorney-General to Col.Sec., 14 February 1861 (QSA - 48/683, 
Col.Sec, fn Letter 61/17, with copy of 61/16, Attorney­
General. to Cha 1 :Li.nor, ·1 4 February 186 1) • 
I 
L.t2nd .. k:Le1.:i.tenant Ji .. rederi,ck lfl1. er to Col.Sec,,, 1 JanuarJ.r 
1861 (QSA - 60/71, Jus , Col.Sec, In Letter 61/J), 

.')Ibid, 



Tl1e Colon:ial Si.._~cre does not appear to have persevered 

a month later w:ith the Attorney-General's suggestion for 

a further aoco11:nt ,from lYheeler,. 

Th:is :failure by Bowen and Herbert to challenge the 

doctrine could have but put the seal on the doctrine, The 

tribes, both myall and semi-civilised, were con:firmed i.n 

a self-perp<Jtuat Pressures both material and 

cultural periodical.Ly pushed them into large groups. 

Whenever they thus grouped., they were 'dispersed' , It was 

the end o:f an era begun in 1788 in enlightened optimism, 

and ended in the awful ami of squatter and officer and 

townsman :i.n the north. When their tensions, :fears and 

hysteria in due ti.me subsided, the doctrine survived intact, 

It was perhaps these years of the late 1850s and early 

1860s that produced :from William Forster, when he had 

sublimated these years he helped to make, a funeral march 

for ment s ;::;,mhitions ~ 

1 "T:is th11s -- a fatal race -- wheret er we go, 
Some phase o.f f'itful tragedy appears. 
We strew the earth with murder, crime, and woe, 
Marching as in a monumental show 
Bef,irt -wi,th rnou.rr1ing years,. 
~le pave Oltr 1\'ay· wi.th te1~ror 1 blood.j arid tea.rs 
We wade through Gears and blood. 
Our path :i.s as the ruthl.ess track o:f f'i.res. 
Our passage as !:he havoc of a :flood, 
When .from the; wasted levels it retires. 
Thus w:Lth whatever good 
Our conquest brings, or seems to bring, 
Perpetual e\ril mingles or conspires ffe 

Pal0' death and ruin around our :footsteps spring, 
And d(4So1.ati..on dogs our civilised desires, 1 

1
From 'The Brothers 1 , quot ed. in Don Dignan, 

Kalan (Brisbane, 1964), p.18. 
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In 18 in New South Wales, and in 1864 in Q.ueensla:nd, 

after JO years o:f period:ic advocacy to that effect, the 

poltce .forces were centralised. Thus the last substantial 

source of domesttc author:Lty passed from the magistrates 

to centra1 go·ve.rrunent., G·iven vigorous Benc·hes 1 this need. 

not have followed: but in practice :it did. Asked at the 

end of ·1863 whether they thought a re1'urn to the old 

system either practicable or desirabJ.e, the magistrates 

of' New South Wales were even.ly divided, Eighty-nine 

Benches replied, the answers of 75 permitting of' a rough 

reduction to simpl.e yes or no :formulations. Thest? di.vided 

38 to 37 against a reversion. Inside this number., 49 

town, county and :fields Benches divided 26 to 23 in 

:favour of' 

to l 1 

reversion, while 26 squatting Benches dividEJd 15 
1 

""';ct.t.u:ot, Subject to the crudi of reducing long 

answers in thi.s manner, it would seem that the pastoral 

magistrates beyond the boundaries, having already abdicated 

their formal power to an extensive degree, were happy to 

shed eveJ1 ·more to ce11t_ra,l gover.runent+ 

Once again, as w:ith the wealthy quondam resident 

squatters ef' i;he !850s, squatting seemed to have turned 

back on itself and reinforced its poi.nt of origin, the 

Cu'!!berland Plain~ As central government was in the hands 

of men be.nt or1 lntrodt1cing free selection,, tl1e occasiona.l 

squatter was perhaps aware of where centralisation o:f the 

police .led with its 'unconstitutional and dangerous 

patronage Nl :in the ha.nds of the Government' ;
2 

but 

whether or not h:i.s a.larm extended beyond a sense of tradition, 

there v:ere few ter magistrates to join him, They had 

in e measure shed the f'ormal trappings of' power. Some 

1
The f'oregoing derived f'rom a Return to Circular by 

Magistrates, 186l1 (NS/\. - l;/561, Co,LSec, Special B;,cndle), 

2 
M. Robert son, i:n 611/501 of" 10 January 1864, ibid, 



o:f them stj.ll sat on the Bench, but beyond that had 

con1e to se that in the end power was where the 

====had once sai.d it was, in the dispositi.on of Anglo­

-Saxo:t1 societies to d.e fer to i;.vealth 1 cl1aract er a11d condition_,. 

The squatters were :free to be any or aLl o:f these 

things, ·for they were :free as Throsby had said they ough1:: 

to be,. a.lone .. It was perhaps precisely because they were 

alone that. mucl1 of' co.lo11ia1 society 1,vould_ r1e'ler love -t11em .. 

And j_f' tbi.s was so, it was a very harsh judgment, just to 

some, unjust to others, but caprieiously and irrelevantly 

so, because :it assumed. that soc:iety at large cou.ld in some 

\vise responsibility for one part of itself, and 

because society i.n doing this had to df:ny its own history. 

Some mer1 had. a1ways been a~tone., a.nd alwa·ys ivould be 1 

but that was in themselves. In 1861, still tempestuously 

se to own the wor.ld, William Char1f:s Wentworth 

brought action before th" Privy Council against John 

, Thomas Sutcliffe Mort, John Croft and the 

'brothers ·Too fraud on tlrnir part in the sa1e 

of Wentworth's 'northern runs' in 1853. Broad he 

alleged f'irstly that the spef:d wlth which Lloyd had cleared 

his indebtedness to his backers indicated that LJ had 

undervalued the runs, and secondly that; Mort as Wentworth's 

agent :in the sa.le had taken a secrf:t interest. 1 When in 

April 186J, the Master of the Roils found f'or Lloyd, an 

ex-squattf:r and two Darling Downs squatters, a:Ll then in 

London 9 .roached. for the:Lr pe11s.,. tFor once at arLy rate', 

Alfred Denn:ison to.ld Lloyd, 'Law and justice Ar" :in 
:> 

ace ord .... ,.. .. 1 -- t V.irt:t1e t .9 Art'hur Hod.gs on wrote, i has met wit'h 

its ownreward 1 .J •T cannot rf:frain•, saidW.S. Davenport 

to Lloy·d. 9 'f'rorII o.f.feri:rig ·y·o1J the ht:1<1rty cor1gratuJ.ations of· 

1wentworth v. Lloyd and othf:rs, in the House of Lords, 
Pl.eadings (ML •· Q. .7, Printf:d Bookd). 

2A:lf'red Dennison t:o ,John Charles Lloyd, 17 
(ML - A.1~60/i, C.1L LLoyd Papf:rs). 

3nodgson to Ll.oyd, !8 1863, ibid. 

1863 
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Mrs Davenport and mysel .. f', 1 

It took Wentworth to be alone like this. Other men 

were aJone because history had made them that way, To 

reject them was harsh, for otherwise, Thomas Parnell and 

William Nowland, the sons of emancipists, ought never have 

set out with the:i.r cat"tle in the 1820s to circumvent the 

plantation ideal that frowned upon their kind and blocked 

them, Oxley's persons of 1.ittle character and substance, 

Parnell reached his ambition in 'Osterley' House in the 

Hunter Va.lley, and died in 1856, 1.eav:i.ng his widow and 

his sons to contend wi.th the Marra Creek lying b-------s, 

Nowl.and Jived Jonger, long enough to know the bitterness 

of being critici.sed i'or being simply what he was, a 

onetime seeker a:fter freedom. ln 1861 he tol.d society 

fierceJ.y that in -1327 he had taken up 'the first dray that 

ev,er \vent over the :r1ew road to [tl1e] L:iverpool Plai11s', and 

in 1861 this old man with a legacy behind him o.f bu.ff'etings 

by the Au.straJ.ian Agricultural Company, the blacks 1 squatter 

neighbours more i.n:fJ.uentia_l than he, and 20 years of legal 

disputation, seemed to say that he had found his freedom, 

and that his crit.ics were ol' little account: 

The o squatters were the means of the 
:fi.rst f'ormation of all the towns beyond the 
boundaries of' the <0olony; a.lso the road side 
towns to the above. But f'or the 
squatters, the people would have staid in 
Sydney until they were smoke-dried, and 
there would have been no goJ.d found. 2 

ln part it was NowJ.and' s :fate, no less than that of the 

Macarthurs of· Camden on the one hand, and of the lowliest 

'old hand' o:f c'fow South Wales on the other, to have been 

pushed into <:t corner by successive wav·es of' j"mmigr<:ltion 

that jostled them and criticised them for having been what 

·1 
Davenport to Lloyd, 20 April 1863, ibid, 

2
Wi.lliam Nowlcmd, 21 ,1anuary 1861, in letter to the,._editor, 

SNH, 2J ,January 1861, p.J, cols.2-J, the quotations from 
cols, 2 and 3 respect.iv 



:It was perhaps naturaJ. that men placed like Nowland 

:followed him in identifying Sydney as the source of unreason, 

and i.n this sense, history obliged them to reject the 

Cumberland Plaj.n that had once been thei.r home, and indeed, 

had been the land of their birth. Even Vine en;; James 

Do<vling, one of the fl.nest of intellects in New South Wal,,s, 

and one o:C the most equabl.e of all men, .felt obliged to 

follow suit. In ·186J, on the Warrego and the Paroo in 

western Queensl.and, Dowling was at the stage of life where 

Nowland had been in 1827, 

wet and lonely and co:ld, 

On the Warrego plains it was 

1 Patience artd, pers<:O!Ve.r'a11ce t 1 

wx~ote Dowling_~ 1 -ivill conquer in the end_ I presume 1 one 

needs plenty of botb.'. 1 As though he saw himself a speck 

i11 eternity~ he 'i.v:ro·t;e~ 1 how~ I detest this universal p1.air1, 
2 

so :much sameness and 011.e. ne\ter seems to progr·essr,,, 

Cold and wet, alone and weary he observed a fortn:lg ht 

later that 

An outside Squatter .leads a very pleasant 
.lif'e -- very, The unhappy creatures in Sydney 
who cry DOWN WITH THE SQUATTER only see the 
bright side of his life,J 

From Dow1i.ng, ·this was not sclf"-pi ty, His critical f'aculty 

\'1as too ac1J.te :for t11a.t .and h.e was too equable., Ambushed 

on that 1.onely journey at a waterhole, a spear talcLng his 

hat .from his head, Dowling phi1.osophised that 'I shall 

always wear .l.ong American hats -- the blacks must have 
!; 

taken me to be long hea(J.ed which I am not by the bye, ••• • 

Then the real.is L who always rode armed with a rif1.e and the 

self-conta:Lned 1n.rtn w110 al.ways travelled ivith .several books 

i.11 a s a,ddl e ,, rod.e dow.11 the Warrego wearing his lor1g 

An1erica:n hat t 

1Dowling, Diary, ·186J, entry dated 29 June 1863 
(Eidsvold Station). 

? 
1863. ·-Ibid. 

1 entry dated 27 J11ne 

3 rbid. , e11tr·y dated 1 lt .JuJ.y 186J, 

4Tb, l - "' 1( " 1 dr-t t. eel 22 ~larch 1863,, 



•• ,made Mr. Josephson's station Tininburra 
beastly Io place. Hutkeeper the most 
filthy looking ruffian l have seen for many a 
long day wanted me to have some di1111er. I 
should have died on the spot I am sure had I 
eaten anyth1.ng cooked by him must be rank 
poison .•• Drove on down the creek met an old 
blackfellow and his gin in about 7 miles, they 
lnviLed me to spend the evenlng with them. I 
accepted their invitation, they made me a fire 
and p:Lcked some grass for my bed, were 
exceedingJy attentive and polite, on the who.le 
spent a ratl1er agreable [sic J eveni11g,, 1-Iow 
li ttJ.e satisf'i<"s one i:f one could only believe 
in it .. 1 

If 't;he u.nhappy creatures in Sydney' rejected this 

man, the dichotomy between town and squatting was complete. 

Dowling left his own memor:ial to these years when the 

frontier surged. a.cross Q11eensland_t exactl.3r as IT'orster 

appeared to have done of the :late 1850s, In Dowl.:ing' s case 

:it ;,as a hynm wh:ich he himself may well have composed 

he had the capac:ity or may equally well have :found :it 

and written :i:t out for the rain, the spears, and the 

u.n:i versal plain of' the Warrego and the Paroo: 

Beneath a wil.d and lurid sky 
~I wa.nd.er lor1G; Lord be n1y guicle 
For trackless w.:.tstes beJ'ore me li.e 
And storms assail on every side 
Though l:ightnings flash and thunders roll 
And clouds obscure the path I tread 
'I'hou canst the ·warrlng strife control 
And sheltermy defenceless heaa,2 

1
Ib:id,, entry dated 29 June J86J. 

2 u d · d · n · · 'n ate. iT;ern. 7 _Jo¥r.1:tx1g papers (Eidsvold Stat:ion), 



A N.S.W. - 1818, Notiona 1 Jiierarchy of pastora1 land users (to 100 places) 

Origins 
Marriag1f Formal NAME FREE future CA ii LE Ranking SHEEP" Ranking Area Area 

O'. Systems Ranking er Squatter Grazed Ranklf\9 Owned ~nking 
\0 Ef<'.ANCIPIST 
"1 

A Esq, MACARTHUR John F SOM 654 6th 6003 Ist 27 ,819 ,,, 9-000 'va F Esq, BROOKS R. F Self \200 800 21 20,400 2 4600 10 
Esq, All EN David f 850 ' 2340 ' 19,770 s 2470 26 

TERRY Sml. E Son 650 7 3000 6 18.750 ' $000 ,, 
H Rev. MARsot;, Sm1. F Self 520 11 3400 ' 18,000 5 4130 1' 

WENTWORTH 0. E 950. 2 600 27F 16,050 ' 20,000 1 
c cox G. & H. f seives 216 " 3833 ' 14,739 7 335() " HASSALl Rowland f 202 3684 ' 14,082 8 2682 '2 

Es~. REDFERN lltL s Self 475 " 2318 ' 14~079 2 
A Capt. KING p. p. f B24 ' 530 36 13,950 10 3230 1? 

fsq. BLAXLAND John F Self 404 14 2257 ' 12,831 11 8000 ., 
Esq. LAWSON: Wm. f Self 230 '1A 2500 ' 10~950 " 2100 ,0 
Esq, TH ROSSY Charles ' fiepfuM 530 9 900 " 10,650 15 2500 2$ 

G CONNELL John f 700 ' 10.s-oo 14 1000 
D Esq. JENKINS Robert f Son 641 B 9615 1E 1600 
G PALMER Geo. Thos. F Satf 301 23 1534 12 9117 18 41l0 

Esq. TOWltSQN Robert F Srilf 214 1916 :u 8958 1? 2632 " Kt. JAMISON {Sir) John F Self S23 10 7845 18 10,236 ' Esq, HOWE w.. F So.w 100 2100 10 7800 " 7000 a 
EAGER (Lt.} estate f 500 12 7620 20 
EMMETT w.. 317 22 940 18 7575 21 700 

Esq. BRO!Y'.$tTON Wm. F Wife 340 20 6M " 6918 22 1700 
E NICH.OlS Isaac E m 29 1110 " 6855 " 3318 16 

Esq. BROWN w.. 363 17 483 6794 " 5000 ' s Esq. JOHN5TOll Geo. F 300 24 700 22C 6600 '" 5t04 8 
A MACARTHUR H.H. f Se"lf 234 38 1030 16 6600 258 1900 

NAZZARO Robert 403 15 6045 2? 518 
G HOOK (Mr) [Charles) F 320 21 392 5976 28 1100 

JAMESON John f 220 " 85() 20 5850 29 1200 
CAMPSELl Wm. (Capt.) F 380 16 5700 M 1-000 '"' CAf!PB£U. John Douglas 360 18 5400 JJA :woo 228 

Esq. LOWE Robert F Se't.f 170 950 11 5400 31EI 530 
Lt-Col, O'CONNELL M.C. f Self 125 1129 14 5262 " 4400 " c Esq. BAILEY Nicholas F Sons 5{) 1500 1$ 5250 m 2300 27 

BALDWlN Henry E Self 230 S1B 600 2?A 5250 348 175 
E BROWN David F 350 " 5250 34C 155 

CRIBB ...,,... E 225 " 600 278 5175 3? 500 
FlTlGfRAL!) Richard E Self 170 6&5 gs 4545 " 1685 
MEEHAA James E 180 600 2?B 4500 " 4000 14 
REDDlNGTON (Estate) 290 25 4350 40 2200 26B 

Esq. HARRIS John F So;l.f 250 ,, 110 4260 41 4500 11 
TH{Jl!LEY $1111. Son 270 " 4050 42 510 
ROUSE Richard f Sei..f 195 300 3825 " 1100 

Esq, CAMPBELL J.T. m 25 3555 44 2020 " GUISE Richard F SeZf 142 460 3510 " 500 
BEST """· E Bet,,f 90 700 224 3450 46A 435 

Esq. HORSLEY John 110 600 27V 3450 <48 1800 
GROOO John F 103 600 27C 3345 46 320 

Esq. RCM!..EY TOOs. Self 210 3150 " 360 
PYE John E 96 550 34 3090 50 900 

( corrti:nued rw.xt p:is? J 



Origins 
Marriage Formal NAME FREE future CATTLE R<in~ing SH SEP Ranking Area Ranking Area Ranking Systems Ranki rig or Squatter Grazed Owned 

EMANCIPIST 

E Esq. JOHNSTON Gee. {Jnr.} 20G 3000 51 1800 
0 [HACKETS]? Thcs 50 100 2'B 2850 m 100 
"- YYE Joseph E 17.0 350 2850 '28 400 

"" Rev. FULTON Hy (Rev.) E S!Ebf 79 540 35 2805 f,4Ji 1600? 
TINDAL Joh!'! 95 460 2805 F4B 300 

G Lt. PALMER {Lt,) John f 105 405 2790 ;;e 400 
W'!llifl.MS George 183 2745 57 500 
CARNE Thos. f Self' 120 300 2700 " 1350 

D Esq. WYLDE thos. F 179 2685 59 
KING James 177 2655 60 40 

c B~'NKER Eber F 170 2550 6JA 900 
c FA;nJflJLL 

..,_ F SCP".$ 70 500 2550 &11: i33D 
FOS7£R Sml. 170 2550 e:c 900 
BAOG£RY Ja."Des f Sel-f 163 30 2535 '4 1580 
ROSE Thos. E Se'lf 150 70 2460 es 600 
ARMY TAG£ thar1e5 150 2400 56A 

c cox Ww. Sslf 60 500 2400 56B 
REDMOND E<l1tartl 8 158 2370 88 400 
HALL Geo. f Sar.s 150 2250 89A 1500 

Esq. RlLE'f Edward f 150 2250 5flB 5 
A.NORM Joseph 147 2205 71 
CLARKSON Thos 8 144 2160 72 2000 32A 
£HiSHOlM James f Self 142 2130 734 3000 19A 
SUTTER Geo. f S<Rw 80 310 2130 738 400 
BOYNE Owen s SeZ.f 141 2115 7b 120 
BRADLEY Jonas f San 40 500 2100 '" 250 
CABLE Robert 140 2100 768 250 
KELLY Hugh E 140 2100 ?6C 235 
MARR Henry 8 120 100 2100 75D 1000 
MIOOLETON F .ii. E 140 2100 7&8 250 
CPJl.P~~N iln. ScZ.f 129 1935 81 1300 
HUTCHINSON "'· E 126 1890 BVi. 1200 
MOAllS Wm. 126 mo 828 110 
OR!J¥tiONO Wm. 80 "' 1881 84 710 
Mc OONA LO A'lex 114 so 1000 85 170 
ARCH£R Isaac 65 292 '!851 86 160 

Rev, CARTiiRiGl:T (Rev.) R. f 7 580 " 1345 87 52 
CA.IR*> ran. 120 1800 88A 300 

c Esq. LAYCC-'CK Tho:> F 120 1800 BBB 600 
NASH Andrew 45 350 1725 BOA 50 
WfLLIA.MS Johri E 115 1725 SOB 100 
TARLINGTO~ John 33 400 1695 92A 100 
WENTWORTH ~LC, E S4&;f' 113 1695 93B 1750 
[LIQUARISH?j Sml. 20 450 1650 24/J 64 

Esq. LOJ<O Simevn E Self 100 50 1650 9'E 6000 
POOR Morgan 110 16S:O P4C 150 
IIDBER~$ Wm. Self 110 1650 94D 700 
LEWIS Richard 69 200 1635 98 50 
HOWE Joh11 Self 78 150 1620 99A 810 

c £sq, PiPER John F 102 30 1620 998 2200 2!A 

Source: l lvestock returns of N.S.W. for 1818 (NS.i\~4/1226). 
The difficulty of pr"oper1y identifying some iru.!ividuals 
qualifies tile accuracy of the sequence of lund users. 



Appendix s N.S.W. 1828. Notional hiaraN:hy of pastora1 land tJSets {to 100 plar.es) 

Arrival 
Origins 

Marriage Of s-e\f ,...., 
or MAME FREE Future CATIL£ Rantd119 SHEEP Ranking Area Ranking ArN ..... Systems 

father or Squatter- 1828 1822 1818 l8ZS 1822 1818 Grazed 1828 1822 HHS °"""' "' in NSW EMMCIPISi 182" 

1801 REDFERN ""· • Se(f 5194 ' 15,230 ! ' 8 123,600 1 2 ' 13,000 
G 1806 PALMER G,T, F Self 3666 4 7633 ' !2 77 ,839 2 " " 16,520 

1801 TERRY Sat:lue 1 ' Sons 3-700 ' 4 ? 7400 ' 2 ' 77 ,700 ' 1 21,580 
[CM11!ES?) (Capt.) F 4000 2 60,000 4 2000 

1800 !..A't/SOl'I ""· f Self 1510 12,300 ' ' e 59,5Sf) ' 10 12 l0,400 
1813 DICKSON John F 3000 ' ' 2000 51,000 ' ? 104A 17 ,000 

c 1809 JENKINS Robert/Mrs F Son 3258 ' 6 320 49,830 7 1' " 11,875 
1812 LOWE Robert F S:/lf 2194 ' 4441 46,233 8 t:OB 315 6060 
1820 !CELY Thomas f &tf 1450 7500 8 44.250 ' 14,770 

a 1814 BROOKS Richard F SeZf 2127 g 1A 3800 43,305 10 ' 2 13,304 
A 1790 MAC.4.RTiiUR John F SO>W 129 11 ' 13,.598 2 1 1 42.729 11 4 1 25,725 
fl 1794 MARSDEN. (Rev.) Sml. F Self 1546 e 11 4996 ' ' 38,178 " ' ' 8780 

l7Ba* JAMISON (Sir} John f Setf 1800 10 3400 37 .200 13 " 18 19,380 
J 1802 THROSRY Charles F Setf 15-21 ' 4005 34 ,$30 14 " 1' 12,380 

1816 WYL0£ (H<>n) J. F Self 2120 ' 330 32,790 1' Aw 3489 
1806* BLAXLAND John (Jnr.} f $Qlf 900 5600 11 12? ••/ 30,300 16 22 11 4500 

GRANT John 8 Self 370 7940 8 29,370 17 415-0 
c 1800 COX Wm. (Snr.) F Self 846 5400 " 28,890 34 '" 10,836 

KLENSENOORLffE ""· F Self 1912 1(; 28.680 " 1260 
1822 ru:rn David F Self 1169 3700 28,635 zo 4060 
1823 Itif4ES Goorfe f 1275- 3120 ZB,485 " 3000 

c 1800-lll cox Wm. Jnr.) F Se'tf 600 6990 8 28,470 28 15-,250 
1799 HUTClHNSON "'· ' Se'lf 1803 11 28,245 " 45B BliA 5913 
179l FITZGEAALO Richard • Self %2 4390 10 27 .soo 28 12 " 9200 

Kl NG James 1818 12 10 27 ,210 Z5 " 60 3280 
1801 ROUSE Richard & Edward f Salvas 1200 2852 26,556 26 " " 6000 
1805 MACARTHUR ILH. F Sel.f 521 6033 9 26,004 27 26 2&B 24,500 
1825 McINTYRE Peter f Sdf "' 4407 24,096 ,. 2:2.000 

COGHlll .kihn f Self 772 4160 2:4,060 2' 13 ,000 
BUNN George F Self 400 6000 10 24,000 JOA 2640 

1790 W£NiWORTH o. Son 1600 1B 2 24,000 "" e 6 14,000 
1922 McLEOO Alexander F Sei.f H30- 2346 23 ,9llll " 2000 
1813* ALLEN Andrew F 561 5062 2:3,601 33 ' 10,560 

KENNY Francis E 985 2795 23.160 34 120 
c 1801 CON.NELL John f 1500 ' ' 22,500 "" 8 14 5225 

1820 Rl\!!11' Thomas F Self 900 3000 22 .soo 568 :noo 
I) 1798 CAMPBEl..l Robert F So>W 592 4300 21.780 " 13,467 

1792 JAMESON John 844 3000 21,660 58 " " 200 
J 1181! £ROUGHTON Eliza/Wm. f !frfltf 1000 2000 2:1.000 SS 17 22 2001) 

J 1815 O'BRIEN Henry F S¢1,f 680. 3258 19,974 4$ 1000 
A 1822 lETffiHHOGE Robert f Se'lf 580 3750 19,950 41 8000 

1800 SU!TOR George F E;;m 610 3500 19,650 " m 2280 
BRADLEY Jonas F s~ 600 3500 19.500 " 76A 4200 

c 18QQi': cox "'°''" F Sstf 6'1 5353 19.374 4' 1Z ? 8850 
WOOD John f SQlf 1029: 1288 19.299 45 41! 4840 
Gi\GG!N John Self 89-0 1784 18,612 46 2000 

1798 8()5£ Thomas E SeZf l02Q 1100 18,600 47 65 2460 
JOHNSON '· 650 2844 18,2.82 48 
FORBES George 270 4700 18,100 " 16,000 

iSOO* MEEHAN Thomas E 680 3227 18,001 50 29 JS 2000 

* !lat;;'! of arrivai of fatltt'!r { c?fftim<li!d nezt p11tJa) 



Arfiva 1 
Origins 

N Marriage of se'!f 
FREE Future Ranking Ranking Area Ranking Area 

" Systems er NAME CATTLE SHEEP o.,,ed fattier or Squattel" 1.$2$ 1822 1818 H32S 1822 l8l3 Gr.,zetl 1828 1822 1818 "' in NSW £MANCJPIST 1828 

McHENRY John F 918 142\i l8.030 51 2600 1819 BERRY Alexander F 1200 IS,000 1'2 30,000 lB-09 JONES B1chard f Set: 938 1101 17,373 " 9360 "lB2S BROWNE Warham J. F 285 4175 16,800 " 16,000 A 1819 OOWMAN James f se?,f 362 3715 16,575 " 11,000 PY£ Joseph 1065 mo Hi,515 56 52B 11580 HALL George f BeZf 1077 100 16,455 " '" 1244 l!H8 CORO£AUX Wm. & Ann F 405 3440 16,395 58 4%0 THIDAL John E 737 1750 'l6,:$05 " 54B 2576 G 1788 PALMER John F Sc?.f 447 3100 15.005 60 4' 66 3000 
A 1.811 Ki NG (Capt.) & {Mrs) F So•i 850 B B iOSQ 15,900 611;. 14 10 11,245 

STREET George 1000 300 15,900 61E 1000 
KEALV Edward f 310 3600 !5,4&0 '"' 6500 NOWLAf.I Timothy 310 36C-O 15.450 6'B 6500 ONUS Joseph E f;fglf 905 600 l5 ,375 65 3360 

1807 UN!J£RWOOO Jcseph f 1010 15,150 "' 3758 
1823 WALKER James f Self 530 2400 1S,150 558 2000 
1823 AANKtN George ' Self 605 2020 15, 135 58 6500 c 1$07 BELL Archibald f 8&.lf 500 2500 15,000 BGA !Jf,A 2£95 

McOONNELt. John E 800 1000 15.000 6'B 2250 
wtmORiH Georg£ Sel.f 1000 15,000 69C 2500 
COX ('Jf Segenhoe) Wm. 500 2300 14,400 72 8000 

1824 JAMES Thos Horton F ;sa :woo 14,370 7J 10,374 
1816 DRUITT (Agent} GeOr9!l: s~ 800 700 14,100 74 5170 

CARTER ""- 15(} 3900 13;950 " 9000 
OGILVIE ""· F Self 600 1610 13,830 " 9000 

1790 HARRlS JoOn F Self 615 1500 13,74(1 ?? w 41 7884 
1822 STR£Ef John F Self 350 2800 13,650 ?S woo 

WEBBER John P" 422 2424 13,60-2 79 5840 
J 1790* HUME Hanifton Se!.f 462 2200 13,530 80 3780 

aROWN Joseph & Matthew 900 13,500 81' 260 
WARREN A1ex. F 6()0 1500 13,500 BJB 2000 c 1800* cox Henry f Self 230 3270 13,260 85 " S.408 
CARTWRI Giff Richari:l 100 895 13,185 84 1280 

1811 WINDER T.W.M. 854 12,%0 85 7400 
1791* LEE Wm. Self 320 2700 12.900 " Z750 
T806* CAMPBELL Rob. {Tert.) f SeI.f 855 12,825 " 1640 

RJDOALL John 310 2600 12,450 BS 11,860 
BOWEN °"'" E Self $27 12,405 es " 500 
SMITil Robert Se'lf 500 1600 12,300 90 1970 

c 1822 McKENZIE A.K. f 150 2800 12, 150 '1 7000 
8 1798-• HASSALL Jonathan f 401 2000 12,015 " 31 8 700 

BAOGERY Andl"$'11 F Sel.f aoo 12,000 "" 64 400 
1825 McKEL!.AR Duncan ' 600 1000 12,000 m 3280 

c 1822 HAWKfNS Thos. F F 457 1626 11 ,733 95 2400 
PVE John 762 100 11,730 " 50 1210 
COO?ER & Co. 549 1125 11,6.liJ 91 3000 

1825 RYRIE llm, BPo-t:he'i' 553 1100 n,s9s " 7560 
1816 HOWE Wm. s~e 650 600 1 l,550 " JP 3500 

HALE James E Sel.f 430 1690 11~520 100 2133 

Source: 1828 Censvs 
··-- The difficulty af properly identifying some individuals 

qu~lifies the accuracy of the sequence of land user>s. 
"' Date of arrival of father 
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Appendix E Outline of FARQUHAR - DAVIDSON- LESLIE - MACARTHUR family and business system, 

possibly the most complex of its kind linking Britain and New South Wales 
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APPENDIX F 376 

Catalogue made, A•1gust, 1971, at 1 Tarong' homestead, of 
tho surviving library of George Clapperton. 

The first group of books was Clapperton•s own: 
the second group came to him from the library of' Bryce 
Thomas Barker of adjacent 1 Nanango 1 homestead c.1862: 
there is no information o.f original ownership ln respect 
of' the thlrd group. See Chapter 9, p,282, 

Sketches Boz 
Lytton's Harold Last of the Saxon Klngs 
Lytton' s The Last Days of' Pompeii 
Irving's Works, Vol. II, Sketch Book Life of Goldsmith 
Milner's Universal Geography 
Spenser's Faerie Queen 
The First German Readlng Book 
Goldsmith's History of Rome, Vols. 1 and 2 

Edinburgh Gazeteer, 6 vols. 
Rollin• s Anc:lent History, 4 vols. 
Goldsmith's Animated Nature, 6 vols. 
Lives o.t' Eminent Persons 
Poetical works of Hector Macneill, Vol.1 
Edward , D,D., The Complaint, or Nig_ht Thoughts 
The 'Works of Alexander Pope, Esq., Vols. 4,5,6,9 and 

10 (1757 Edition) 
Popular Encyclopedia, Vols. 3 and 4 
William Falconer's The Shipwreck 

Biographical Dictionary of Eminent Scotsmen, 9 vols, 
Essays on Social Subjects 
Lingard's History of' England, Vol,4 
Oeuvres de Massillon, Tome Quatrieme and Si.xieme (1810 

Edition) 
Tytler's Elements of' General History 
Wav Novels, 3 vols. 
Oeuvres de Walter Scott, Le Talisman 
Southgate 1 s Many Thoughts of' Many Minds 
The Spectator, Vol. III, 1806 
Boswell's of Johnson, 2 vols, 
'Wordsworth 1 s Poems 
Thomas Scott's Theological works, Vol,2 
Compendious Grammar of the German Language 
The Poems o.t' Robert Ferguson 
The Odessy o.t' Homer, translated by Alexander Pope 
Byron's the Corsair and other poems 

A number of Barker's books, inolud the Pope volumes, 
were oo.llected at various dates between 1816 and 1828 
by one James Green and perhaps in the 1840s were 
given to Barker by •Aunt Green'. 

Clapperton• s two volumes of' Goldsmith's Histox·y of Rome 
came to him f'rom John James J'.L Borthwick, the f'irst owner 
of' 
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SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 

(a) Private 

(b) Government 

2. Primary Sources - Printed 

(a) Private (i) Letters 

(ii) Books 

(b) Government 

(c) Newspapers 

(a) Books 

(b) Articles 
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(a) Private 

Archer PaEers ("'4L). General correspondence 
1845-1862, and a selective 

of some other papers, This holding is 
primarily a record. of the extensive pastoral and 
co!l1lliercial enterprises of the Archer brothers 
of 'Gracemere', The wider va1.ue of the papers, 
however, stems from the social. and. economic 
lead.ersh:Lp of the Archers in Central Queensland, 
'Gracemere' filling the role of social, cultural 
and economic nerve centre for squatters, 
commissioners, travellers and. a wide assortment 
of men of lesser consequence. The 'general 
correspondence' reflects the large-scale nature 
of th:is contact and not infrequently the 
historically va1uable j,ntimacy of the contact, 
It wa,s to the Archers, for instance, that 
Commissi.oner Wiseman unburdened himself of 
sentiments he may not have cared to voice publi.cly 
or in his official correspondence. 

Austra.lian Agricultural Company (A:tvuA), Records. 

Selected reading. 

Baldwin, He,:ru;::.i::;. (See Jewel.l) 

Barambah and Taronp, Stations, ( ANUA) 'rhis hol.di.ng 
is a photographed selection, 

made by myself' in August 1971, f'rom the extensive 
papers held at 1 Tarong' in the South Burnett, The 
papers are at present unsorted, and apart from 
'Tareng statton records and correspondence dating 
from c, 1850 into the 1880s, include a1,so some 
papers of 'Nanango' and 1 Barambah' stations, and. 
are said to include also notes on the aborigines 
made over a period of 40 years the superintendeni 
of 1 Boondooma 1 • Pl.ans are under way to have all 
the records at 1 Tarong' sorted and deposited j,n 
the Oxley Memorial Library, The proximity o.f the 
f'ottr stations to each other may welJ. give a 
comprehensive dimension to the papers when sorted. 

Bibbenl.uke Station. (ANL) Letter Book 1864-6;;. 

Boondooma Stati,on. ( OML) Wages Book, 

Boulton, E.B, (ML) Portfolio of 16 pencil. sketches, 

Clift Family, 

(See Barambah and Tarong 
Stations), 

(ML) Papers. 

(ML) Papers. 
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Dowlip.g Diaries. (ML) During the preparation of 
my thesis,these diaries 

of Vince:nt James Dowling were in the possession 
of his grand-daughter, Mrs. E.B. Joyce, of 
1Eidsvcld 1 , The diaries, which span Dowling's 
over1anding in 1858 and his pioneering on the 
Darling, Warrego and Paroo Rivers in 1859 onwards, 
have now been deposited with the MitcheJ.l Library, 
The 1861 j our:nal o:f Robert Biggart Gow, i.n the 
Australian National Library, can be read usefully 
in con,junction with Dowling rs o:f the same year. 

Eagar, Geoffrey,. (NL) Papers. 

Everett Letters. (See Ollera Letters), 

Gigoomgan Statio:n, (OML) Letter Book and Journal. 

Gow, Robert B:i.ggart, (ANL) Journal, 

Hobler Journal. (ML) Vol.s. lJ to 8 of this wel1-
known 18-volume journal 

span George Hobler' s pastoral years botwee:n 181J4 
and 1851 on the Southern Highl.ands near Gou1burn, 
at Nap Nap and Paika on tho lower Murrumbidgee, 
and at Bacchus Marsh near Melbourne. This very 
fu.ll day-by-day account has to be read with care. 
Hobler at times had a capacity for self'-deception, 
and on occasion what Hobler omitted was of more 
significance than what he wrote dowrL, He was 
capable aJ.so of' self-consciously studied attitudes, 
and his occasional retrospective references to 
events unchronicled at their proper time need to 
be approached with caution, Despite these caveats, 
Hobler's journal remains the great contemporary 
connected ce of writing extant of the age and 
place tt describes. Letters written to George 
Hobler, Junlor, after he returned to New South 
lfa.les in mid 1850s, have now also been deposited 
in the Mi tehell Library. 

Ivory J'ournaJ, (ML) This holding, less its first 
799 pages, was retrieved 

several years ago from Scotland. The extant 
port:ion begins in 1862 and goes into the 1880s, 
The author was James Ivory, son of a Scottish law 
Lord and squatter of 1 Eskdale 1 in the Brisbane 
Valley. The early years traversed in his journal 
are particularly good for the equanimity of a 
squatter who had been success.ful and for a visitor's 
view of Me1bourne and Ba11arat in 1862, The 
:VIi tchell Library holds other Ivory papers, including 
a journal of a t to Scotland in 1854. 

(ML) Letter describing 
He:nry Baldwin and 

his :family at Windsor, 1820. 

Keln1an _[,am:L 11r" (ML) Papers. 



(miL) 

Lloyd Famil'l:'.• (ML) Family papers. 
The Mitchell Library also 

holds a pr:i.nted transcript of Wentworth v, Lloyd 
in the House of Lords, 

Mcintyre Family. (ML) Letters and Papers, 

McKay, J ,C, (ML) Letters from his sons, 

Mackenzie, Farquhar, (ML) J ournaL 

Marsh Papers, (ML) This holding covers some 

380 

scattered papers of Eliza 
Marsh, Their fundamental value is in the h:ighly 
:idiosyncratic style, There are also Marsh records 
at UNEA and inward correspondence at 'Salisbury 
Court'. 

~ijtngo Station, (See Barambah and Tarong Stations), 

Ogilvie, E,D,S. (See Yulgilbar Station). 

(UNEA) In addition to these 
letters, u"'EA holds Ollera 

station records and a superintendent's journal, 

Parnell Letters, (ML) 

peppin Diary, (ML) 

Rob:lnson. 

{ML) Four letters from his 
brother, Joseph Phelps 

(:ML) Papers. 

Sloan Family. (ML) Letters received, 

Stephen Family. (ML) Papers, 

Tarong Station, (See Barambah and Tarong Stat:ions), 

(ML) Letters received. 

Walker, Robert. (ML) Four letters to his brother 
in England, 

Yulgilbar Station. (ML) Journals. 
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(b) Government 

Justice 

Land 

( i) Bench Books of Courts of' Petty 
Sessions at Armidale, Balranald, 
Broulee, Cooma, Deniliquin, Eden, 
Gundagai, Moulamei.n, Mudgee, 
Queanbeyan, Tenter:field, Wagga Wagga, 
Warialda, Wee Waa, Wellingrove (all 
NSA) and Ta room ( QSA) , 

(:L:L) Col.Sec. Letters to Magistrates (NSA). 

(iii) 

(iv) 

( v) 

(vi) 

Col.Sec, Special Bundles 4/730.4 
and 4/561 re magistrates (NSA). 

Native Police files (QSA). 

Col. Sec. Special Bundles 4/7173 and 
4/719,2 re Native Police (NSA), 

Col, Sec. In Letters re Native 
Police ( QSA). 

(i) Maps drawn 18!~9-51 o:f the squatting 
districts, and which survived the 
Garden Palace fire of 1881, viz,, 
Murrumbidgee, Lachlan, part Gwydir 
and part New England, and Darling 
Downs (NSA). 

(ii) Maps drawn after 1859 o:f certain 
squatting districts in Qld, viz., 
Maranoa, Burne·t·t, Wide Bay and 
Leichhardt (QSA). 

(iii) Maps issued by Department of 
National Mapping in 1:250,000 and 
1 :1,000 1 000 series. 

(iv) Col, Sec, In Letters re Land. 
Selected reading, other than for file 
of Dr Robert Townson (NSA - 2/7991). 

(v) Commissioners of Crown Land, 
1ivestock returns for Liverpool 
Plains and Gwydir (NSA), Commissioner'' 
Letter Books, Wide Bay and Burnett 
(QSA), and Darling Downs (ML). 
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2. Primary Sources - Printed 

(a) Private (i) Letters 

Adams, David (Ed), The Letters of Rachel Henning. 
Sydney, 1963. 

Letters of Alfred Joyce in James, G.F. (Ed), 
A Homestead Historz, Melbourne, 
2nd Edit, 1949. 

Letters of William Lawson in Beard, William, QlS 
Ironbark,, Sydney, 1967, 

M. Aurousseau (Ed), The Letters of F.W. Ludwig 
Leichhardt. Cambridge, 1968. 
3 vols, 

(ii) Books 

Bennett, George, Wanderings in New South Wales. 
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