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Australian Forestry Schod - Re-urdon in 2000

Preface to Year Book 1947 — by Dave Holmes, 1947 year coordinator.

In March 1947 twelve students arrived at the Australian Forestry School in Yarralumla. A.C'I to
cornmence their two years of study in Forestry. All had previously compléted a two or three year
undergraduate course at one of the main State Universities, to prepare them for this new line of
academic and practical endeavour.

Five of the students came from N.S. W, three from Queensland,
one from Western Australia, one from Victoria, one from Tasmania and one from South Australia.

Four of the students (Eastman, Douglas, Miller & Muir) were ex-servicemen, studying under the
Commonwealth Returned-servicemens Training Scheme. The other eight were more like untried youths
searching for a place in the sun. .

For two years 1947 and 1948, the students learnt such erudite subjects as silviculture, dendrology,
botany, wood technology, logging and milling, minor products, entomology, forest mensuration and
assessment, surveying, engineering, road design, statistics, forest management, etc

The staff of the Australian Forestry School at that time included Dr.Max Jacobs (Principal) Andy Helms,
Charlie Carter, Charlie Hamilton, Kel McGrath, Frank Gay, Fanny Calvert, , Roy Wallace.
And of course our Expediter, Andy Woods and our handyman/cooks, Bill and Hazel Hawke

The Australian Forestry School itself was a substantial and well equipped building, but at that time there
was no student hostel. We lived in an open compound made up of the grounds of two houses. One
house was used as a kitchen and mess hall, the other for recreation and for toilets, showers, laundries.
In the grounds were set out- 8%10' wooden cabins, 24 of them in two great long rows, facing each
other, plus one more at the eastern end of the row., also facing inwards.

Canberra in winter can be bitter cold, so uninsulated huts posed some problems which required
innovative use of heaters, Despite several close shaves, the '47 year managed to avoid burning down
their accomodation huts. But they did manage to damage some by wild cricket batting on the narrow
grass strip between the huts! ‘

Of gourse, with a two year course at the AFS, we of the 47's arrived there when the 46's (14 of them)
were commencing their second year at the School. Similarly when we 47's commenced our final year, a
new group, the 48's, (35 of them) arrived to fill up these huts and more, to start their courses. So we
'47s got to know 49 other foresters and most have remained friends over many years.

For any formal recreation activities, like balls, we had to clear out all the exhibition cases in the large
museum of the Forestry School building. . There was always some doubt whether all exhibit labels were
replaced correctly!

During most of the university vacations, we all took part in ficld excursions; some to local forests and
some as far away as Western Australia and Tasmania. Who will forget those wild drives in W.A.
¢linging to those awful wooden-seated flat-tops! -and clibing Diamond Tree to the fire lookout.
And remember the fogging train rides at Roses Tier in Tasmania/
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Ex-student Resume
N : . .
ame Neville Davies
Starting
year 1947

Qualifications (Qualification, Institution and year)

B.Sc. For. (Sydney) 1949 , Dip For. (Canb.) 1949

Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc.)

N.S.W. Medallion 1986

Family information

giandchildren age range from 2 to 27. Vocations range from art, popular music to banking,

?arried , three children ( one daughter & two sons). six grandaughters, two grandsons,
byt no actual or potential foresters.

Career highlights (positions, organisations, major projects) plus other activities,
interests and reflections (during career and on retirement) - 250 words.

Joined the Forestry Commission of New South Wales as a Forestry Trainee in January
1944. Following graduation in 1949, was stationed as a forester for five years in the Central
Murray Region, with the Murray Management Survey which undertook a' major
investigation into the River Red Gum Forest Type and established forest management
procedures whch have guided subsequent management of the New South Wales forests of
this type. This early. experience established a strong association with River Red Gum
Forestry which prevailed throughout my working life and even into my retirement years,
during which, the few forestry consultancies I have undertaken have all been concerned
with Murray River Red Gum. : '

My employment as a officer of the Forestry Commission of N.S.W. continued until my
retirenient in 1986; initially in country areas of the Riverina and the mid North Coast and
then,for the last twenty years of service, in various forest management roles in Head Office,
culminating in the position of Chief of the Management Planning Division. Major projects
and events with which I was significantly involved were the expanded Softwood Plantatijon
Establishment programmes under the Commonwealth-States agreements from the mid
1960,s onwards, the Forwood Conference of 1974, the Forest Resources Committee and
the Forest Pests and Diseases Sub-Committeee of the Australian Forestry Council, the
development of the Indigenous Forest Policy, the Exotic Softwood Plantation Policy and a
number of the planning systems for the forests of New South Wales.

In retirement years I have been involved in family and other interests, such as music,
woodcraft and writing.
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Ex-student Resume

Name: DoNALD Roéin DOUC LAS C,DM)
. Starti
year e qu'—,

Qualifications (Qualification, Institution and year)

BCe RupCov (Lanb) 144p LW)

Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc.)

% D3 Cov (Oxew) 1904
‘Family information

"{’W"

Career highlights (positions, organisations, major projects) plus other activities,
interests and reflections (during career and on retirement) - 250 words.

After graduation from the 1947-1948 course at the A.F.S,| joined the Woods and
Forests Department, South Australia, and remained there for the next 32 years.

After some ten years in the Working Plans Section,| was appointedés the
Department’s first Fire Protection Officer in 1959 and helped to develop and
implement improved fire suppression systems as well as other measures to ensure
better protection from fire.

In 1965 these responsibilities were widened to include other damaging agencies
- insects, mammals, disease, etc.,and later the conservation of native forest areas as
well.

In 1976, as part of a structural change in the Department, | was appointed to
administer Management Services comprising Forestry Research, Forest Protection,
Forestry Systems,Computer Services, Operations Research and Personnel
Management.

| retired in mid-1982.

During these 30-odd years, | attended numerous interstate meetings in the
Protection and Research areas, visited the the U.S. twice on study tours , and was
awarded the Russell Grimwade Prize in 1967 and enjoyed a rewarding year at
Oxford.

| was Secretary of the | F A while Norm Lewis was President and enjoyed the
pressures of changing the constition at that time.

Following retirement | undertook some some consulting work, the most important of
which related to the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires. The work generated directly and
indirectly from these fires lasted some years. | ceased consulting work in the late
1980's.



The Australian Forestry Schoo! - Reunion 2007

Ex Student Resume

Mame: M. | Gardner {John)
Starting Year: 1547

Qualifications . Institution and Year:
B.Se.(for) Syd. Dip.For (AF.S.) 1948 Industrial Orgn (S T.C) 1968

Family: Two sons, One daughter.
Career highlights
1949 -Demonstrator, A.F.S.

1950-71 N.5. W Forestry Commission progressed as Forester to appointments

as Distriet Foresier at Baradine 1960, Batemens Bay 1963, Wauchope 1966, Casino
1968

1971 Seconded 10 PN G, Forest Service, as Asst Director (Cperations) then
1977 Fust Asst Director (Optns)

1978 Special Advisor to First National Direcior

1978-K1 First Asst Drector (Rescarch and Training)

1981-83 Asst Director (Forest Products Research)

. While wn " N G § war a Government member on the boards of two jointly
owned l'imber Compantes, a member of many trade delegations to Singapore,
Indonesia, Philippines, fapan, Sowrh Korea. P R China, New Zea:land and Malaysia,
over & ten vear perivd,

| was also joint member on the South Fast Asian Lumber Producers
Associpuon SEAILPA ; and the P.N.G. Joint member of AUSTIS.

[ ook Long Service leave in 1984-85 and retired in 1986

Redlections:

1. Ausiralian overseas A is largely wasted by venal recipient countries

2. The Add given 18 never sincerelv appreciated, particularly if hedged around by
conditions. Australian Aid was condition-tree..

3. The iime given by expatriate Foresi-Service professionals vverscas is almost
completely wasred

4. 1t 13 very difficult «w belicve anything that any South-cast Asian timber developer
tells vou, whether it is guaranteed by contract or pot.
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e Nt o Reviini

me: John William Goldmg (John)
Starting Vear: 1747

CQualifications, ostitution and Year:
B3 Sctor. (Sedy 1850, Dat o, (A 50 1920

Family: Marmed wife Dorothy and five chiidren.

Career 1lighlights {positions, srganisations, major projeeis; plus
sther activities, interests and reflections (during career and on
retiremen:

trom 193 nploves o a Forester by the Forestn
NS W o wnos calioned ol vaftous contres 1 couniry N S W saeiindin g
t~endail. s Harbour, aree and saradue
Inaally snyaged on nmper moent srud Manaoement
aiscd PO Gt Al rstralior
fn 19721 was tre rred to the Sydney Head Offioe where | pied
posirion of Viocketne OfTesr T hecame Depuoty Uit Marke
Diviston m 1978 and Chicl of the Porest Opcrations Livision an 198

f retired m 19R7

e eliring, wy wife and [ have wavelled fairly extenstvely in Australt
- ne MWoomoved 1 Pat CHeeon 1990 o hae occupt !

(¢4

ourseives wigh gordentig, oo and g e chideon and craondon
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Fx Student Resume

Mame: ivid A Hoelmes (Dave)
wtarting Year: 1947

Qualifications, Institution and Year:
B Se for (Sve). 1948 Dip For (AF $),1948 MF (Yale)1955,

Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc.)
NS W Medallicn 1956

Family: Wife (Patsy) Two sons {Peter and lan) One daughier {Kathryn)

( areer Highlights (positions organisations, major projects) plus other
activities and reflections (during career and on retirement):

m 1949 1 was aonomred Forester swith NS W Forestry Commission, with task of
Joseribing andd L Lilymg vast areas of forested crown lands in N S W, =0 that the
most nroducitve of These could he dedicated as Stale porests

PO siiiRe with aerial nhofooraoiy 0 FOIEsiy Wwion a boliowshin 1954 w0 sudy for a

Masters degrec of Yale University. This was an inspiring and fruithd L1

hecause Palsy vaine over or a wedding there and a hoaevinoon asound Rurope

{ i were theee chuldren irown the mainage, Peter. lan and Kathryn, scaitered now
from Austmmer o Lismors

Hack in Austrahin § seon fornd myself in charee of Districts. then Regions of the
State, includiing the South Coast and | arce. nunung a ubstautial business of growing,
roading, profeciny and DArvesung Mate Foresis,

Promiotion o Head Uice -a smail ish o a ol somd- was jess rewarding 0 1 won the
joh of Assistant Director (Management) of the fledgling National Parks and Wikdlife
Service and helped for seven vears (o sel it up and rusning, 1 was poud of the
Service in those carly vears but { have my reservations nowadays

Returning to Forestry 1 was cmbroiled in the squabbles of the environmental
movemeni, weluding publications and publicity. Since the media were nover
prepared (o promote racts over emtional ot this was an uphill barle for everyone,

Paisy and § have kept up tenns. satling and some golt. plus music and brudge courses
1o stave off the Alzheimers!  Since retirement on 39/ 38, Paisy and [ have been
wravelline vhe world and Ausiaiis witiie the mongy and the healih last out
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Ex Student Resume

Name: Alan James Lveli {Alan)

sStarting Year: 1947

LS

Qualifications, Institution and Year:
B.5e (QW) 1945, Dip. For, (AES.) 1948

Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc)

Yamily: Wife (Robin). Four children -(Kim, Mark, Jan, Susan),
Fleven grandchilren

('areer Highlights (Positions, organisations, major projects) plas
other activities, and reflections {during carcer and va retirement)

{ioined C 5.R Livuted in 1949, andd redrad in 1987 after 53 vuears
Service

Positions Feld - D orester 194921909
Managei, Masonite Factory  1906-1970
Creneral Manager, Sprav Cirass Servige 1970-1977
Project Dovelopment Otficer -CSR New Business 1977-1982

Wy career was associated with the commercial aspects of forestry. The furst hall o
v career was ted o the harvesting of iimber or conversion into forest products. The
second half was managing conversion inte fibre prodact: such 2¢ fibgeboard and pulp

My careger hightichts were in the latter venrs when Thad the opportunity to explore
Fovesi Indusiries throughooi the workd, assessiig ouporinines toai ol lead o ae
axpansion o CSR timber mterests {t culiminated in my mclusion in a project leam
to develop a paper mill project al Nelson, New Zealand,
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Ex-student Resume
Name: fames Douglas Haig MUTR (Jim)
Starting Year: 1947
Qualificaiions {Qualification, Institution, Year):
A B.Sc. {Qld) 1948; Dip. For. (A.I'.S.) 1948
Awards (Post graduate, Community, Honours etc.)

Schlich Meemornal Medal (A FS5)
Medal (Uni. Qld)

Family Information:

Spowse fov (dec'dy  Fowr children Siv grandohildren,

Carcer Highlights (positions, organisatinas, major projects,) plus

i ieresis and reddeciions (ducips caveer and on reoremeniis

1940 & 1941 Queensland University
194 2-1945 RAAF - Vihight Licmienani
1946 Queensland University (third year)
1047 & 1948 AV S

1980 Retired

T progressed throngh positions in the Queensland Forestry Department:

Lasirict Foresirer.,
Leststant Sitvicaiturist
silviculiurist

Dhrector of Operaiions

tho

roacfivities,

[ suppose the most eniovable perind voived the large expansion in plantation

Ay

sstablistunent with Pinus caribaca and Puws eflivttii.
The area avatlable for hoop pire plantaitons was Hmited,

There was scope o cxperiment with the use of hormones and fortilisers
P

The carly days at Mackay and Dalby involved the large scule survey and reservation
of hardwoods and cvpress pine forests, and also the development of difficult road

access o Blackdown Tableland and the Fungella Rangs

Sinee Dretired in 19R0 there have been ereat changes, both departmentally and
politicallv and { doubt wheiher 1 would have cnyuved the changes. [ now live at
fugan, oo the Oneensland Gold Coast emyoving the environment and the sea,

mterested in politics, the siockmarhet sic,
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Ex-student Resume
Name: Don/  NICHoc sop
Starting T (
year [7%7

Qualifications (Qualification, Institution and year)

e, Foh. (Syp) ek FER (CANE)  Durr Gacda

Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc.)

Kamily information

MARRAY 70 GRACE — (755-  foug CFIIAER | 7EA)
GRANICrer JResp)

Career highlights (positions, organisations, major projects) plus other activities,
interests and reflections (during career and on retirement) - 250 words.

1949

1954

1965

1988

to 1954. Research Officer working with Dr Jack Fielding in Canberra. A
very interesting and formative period. But Canberra winters were too
cold, so applied for a position in the tropics!

to 1965. Appointed as Ecologist in the Forest Dept. Sabah - North Borneo
as it was then. Two training periods sent me to the Waite Institute and
to Kenya before going to Sabah. The latter was especially interesting as
I met my wife there!

Was responsible for silvicultural research into Dipterocarp ferests, safe
logging methods and related fields. Also tropical plantations. Was a
preductive period.

A growing family prampted me to return to Australia. But it was a
wonderful place to work in.

to 1988. Research Officer with Qld. Dept. of Forestry in Atherton. A wide
range of topics. If I had a speciality, it was Probably logging damage
studies and methods of reducing this. It was therefore disappeinting that
our safe logging methods were not continued after World Heritage declara-
tion took effect. Forest botany naturally had to play a big part.
Introduced Acacia mangiom into Sabah in 1966 but left subsequent research
on this species to others,

Two consultancies with FAO in the Philippines and in SE Asia generally,
Retired in 1988.

to present. Maintain some interest in forestry matters but increasingly
give my time to church and family.

Don Nicholson
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Ex-student Resume
Name: Ken Vear
year

Qualifications (Qualification, Institution and year)

Dip. For. (Canb.) 1949, Be Sce. Fore. (Melb.) 1956

Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc.)

Fellow, I.F.A. 1983

‘Family information

Married, Mary Norma (nee Hardeman) 1949, deceased. 1996
Son, Eric (b.1950) computing scientist, m, 5 chldn. Canberma
Son, Kevin, (b,1952) forester W.A., me 2 chldn., Perth.

Career highlights (positions, organisations, major projects) plus other activities,
interests and reflections (during career and on retirement) - 250 words.

Joined Woads and Forests Department, S.A. January, 1949
1949 Foreman, Kuitpo Forest, Penola Forest

1950 Assistant Forester, Myora Forest, Caroline Forest
1953 Officer in Charge, Kuitpo Forest

1959 Assistent District Forester, Mt., Burr Forest

1962 District Forester, Mt, Crawford Forest

1968 District Forester, Mt. Gambier

1969 Supervising Forester, Adelaide

1972 Regional Forester, Adelaide

1975-1979 Chairman, S.A, Division, I.F.A.

1980 Retired from Woods and Forests Dept.

1983, Moved to Perth, W.A,
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Ex-student Resume

Name: BErrarD & R. CT/M) WhLu=R

. Starting
year

/94 &

“ Qualifications (Qualification, Institution and year)

Logichelor of Feoresio 4 LnversilFeg of- 7ZSimtents 7 74/3
Py plome  =Fr  Ferestrey A IS D Cvinberis I1GGHS
Awards (Post-graduate, Community, Honours etc.)
P //a'—rm: &~ /—f;fes/—fy . nivershy of Ehcford 175&
clor of Lflenemnics  Puvers by of Tesmanc Y
o 7

Family information

le"i’e@/ J;zﬂ_(_ ;as/%z/- 24 /74&.44‘44 ~ /?{7
Fre— cholelymsr /‘@r‘ﬁ el  toreslels Michael Lefooel N
Bernacd | Conscilbing Faraske, ;,DMO—/, Sovel) bocsireSs. &'n;c_cl/ain/;- Simorr, Pi plovmat

Career highlights (positions, organisations, major projects) plus other activities,
interests and reflections (during career and on retirement) - 250 words.

At heart I am a dirt forester who was employed by Forestry Commission Tasmania till 1983 in
a wide range of positions culminating in Hobart as Marketing Officer, Regional Forester South East
and Chief of Division of Forest Management. These tasks encouraged further studies in economics and
social aspects of forests and dependant industries.

Since 1983 I have enjoyed some consulting, travel and work on the board of the Friends
School Hobart. I continue to look after 1500 hectares of family native forests and P.radiata and
E.nitens planted from 1969 in N.W. Tasmania.

1958 was spent overseas combining honeymoon and study at Oxford into European forest
marketing practices. This had two effects on my work. First I learnt managed private forests could be
important in contrast with a view in Australia that they were a wasting asset, whose production state
foresters had a duty to replace. Second, forestry should be sustainable both financially and physically
thus necessitating proper forest accounts.

These thoughts influenced my subsequent work within the Commission to reduce Crown
sawlog cuts to sustainable levels, and during my four years as chairman of the Tasmanian Division of
the LF.A. when various submissions were made to parliamentary and other enquiries. These included
“Forests of Tasmania-the Way Ahead” published as Appendix D.of the report “Forest Regeneration”
Parliament of Tasmania No.70 1972.

Papers include:-

-Methods and Results of Forest Assessment Using Random Units in Photo Interpreted Strata with
P.R.Lawrence,-Australian For.Vol. XV111-2 1954,

-Tasmanians Opted for Wood Production. Aust.Forestry Vol. 45-4 1982.

-A Going Forests Approach to the Finances of the Tasmanian Forestry Commission- A Basis for Future
Commercial Accounting. Prepared as Bulletin No.7 For. Comm. Of Tasmania 1983. Not released
publicly.

-“Funding Non-wood Values in Tasmanian State Forests Aust. Forestry Vol.47-3 1984.
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