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o .  I ntrodu c t ion 

1 .  Change s  within words 

2 .  Change s  b etween words 

O .  I NT R O D U C T I O N 

Regu l ar c h anges in t he phonemic s h ape o f  morpheme s  of Dib ab awon are 

presented i n  t h i s  p aper by me ans o f  ordered rul e s , i llustr at ed w i t h  

e x ampl e s  from t he l angu age . The d e sc r ipt ion acc ount s for c h anges i n  

two d i al e c t s  of Dib ab awon , and al so for d i fferenc e s  b etween them . 

Di al e c t  A i s  spoken in the munic ip al i t y  of Monkay o ,  di al e c t  B i s  s poken 

f arther to  t he we st . Ac t u al u s age by i ndividual spe akers o f  t he l ang­

u age f al l s  s omewhere between t he t wo ' norms ' .  

Tr an s format io n al symbol s  are u sed as fol lo ws : 

X - m - >  Y = rewr i t e  X as Y 

J
y

X} --1 e it her X or Y 

{ X , y }  e i t her X o r  Y 

[:1 - m - >  [:] = i f  X ,  rewr i t e  as A; i f  Y ,  rewr i t e  as B 

i n  t he env ironment {
y 

X} pre c e d i ng X or fol l o wi ng Y 

( X )  = w i t h  or w i t hout X 

Other symbol s  and not at ions w i l l  be defined where they are introduced . 
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1 .  C HA N G E S  W I T H I N  W O R D S  

Rewr ite rule s  MI t hrough M9 , account f o r  morphophonemic c h anges 

oc curring within word s . 

MI . R eductio n 0 0  initial L .  

" - m - >  nu ll  in  the env i ronment 1::}--
# = word boundary 

e . g .  ma + I i- g d i-g 'fLame ' - m - >  ma + g d +g  'red ' 

ka + l i s i- d  - m - >  ka i s + d  ' diffi cu L ty ' 

n a  + l u t u q  -m - >  n a u t uq ' c o o k ed ' 

ma + I a kwa t 2 
- m -> * ma a kwa t ' spaced ' 

" L in the environment V V ( between vowel s )  within morpheme s  i s  

r e duced i n  t he idiolect  o f  som e speakers a s  wel l ,  and t here i s  c on sider­

a b l e  vari at ion of  t he extent to  w h i c h  t hi s  c hange opera t e s  i n  t he t wo 

diale c t s  under i nve st igat ion . Compari son with c ognate forms in related 

Manobo l anguage s s hows t hat many Dibabawon vowe l c lusters 3 are t he 

re sult o f  reduc t ion of intervoca l i c  L at an ear l ier s t age of the lang­

uage , and t here is evidenc e t hat thi s s h i ft is c on t i nu i ng to  spread . 

M2 . I nt�oductio n  0 0  H .  

e . g .  

- V ( C )  - m - >  - hV ( C )  in t h e  environment 
{ C V 1

# 
__ 

# C V 1 V 1 J 
v = any vowel , C = any consonant 

H I  i 

daa  

+ an  -m - >  

+ a -m - >  

b 1- l i ha n  'ma r ke t ' 

4 * d a a ha 'carry ( it ) ' 

No c hange : 

b u n  a a + i --> * b un a a i ' h i t  ( i t ) , 4 

M3 . M e�g e� 0 0  I with A .  

+ [ : ] # + - V ( C )  - m - >  a [: l v ( c )  



e . g .  b +g + y  + a n  - m - >  b i- g a y a n  ' g i v e  ( to s omeone ) '  

ba t. y  + a n  - m - >  * ba a y a n ' hou s e  s i t e ' 

b u g t. w  + - m - >  b ug a w i  'dr i v e  ( it ) ' 

d i b a b i-w 'up land ' + + n  -m - >  d i ba b a w i- n  'up l a n der ' 

M4 . M e�g e� 0 6  H and Q in Vial ect A . 5  

h - m - >  q 

e . g .  b t. l i ha n  - m - >  b i- l i q a n  'mark e t ' 

q a h u  - m - >  q a q u  'pe s t l e ' 

h i ma t ty - m - >  q i ma t i- y  

M S . Split 0 6  f in Vialect B . 5  

( a )  Cont iguous w i t h  anot her vowel . 

.. remains i- in t he 

, - m - >  • i n  the environment {v V) 
e . g .  ma t. g d  +g  - m - >  ma e d +g 'red ' 

g up a a  + t n  - m - > * g u p a a e n  ' a u t  ( i t  ) 

s H d - m - >  s ee d  ' i n s ide ' 

b +a d  - m - >  b e a d  'dry ' 

q u i-d - m - >  q ued  ' s nake ' 

b + uq - m - >  b e u q  'anger ' 

No c hange : 

s u + y  ' d i v e rg e ' 

up ' 

b u i- w  'fig h t ' 

p l ;' 1) ' b l in k ' t l ;'g ' ea r t hqua k e ' 

( b )  Prec ed i ng a s h i fted vowel in t he fol lowing s y l lable . 

� - m - >  e in t he environment __ C e  

e . g .  b +  + b e a d  -m - >  be b e a d  'dry ' 

* q i- b e e  -m - >  q e b e e  ' smoke ' 
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M6 . S h� 6 �  0 6  � �� e� �  wi� h � u 6 6i xa�io n .  [ V ( C ) ( C ) � ( C ) J + � - V ( C )  -m - >  
V ( C ) ( C ) V ( C )  

[ V ( C ) ( C ) V ( C ) � ( C ) ] 
V ( C ) ( C ) V ( C ) V ( C )  

e . g .  b u g t-w + - m - >  b ugaw i ' drive ( it ) '  

ka i s �d + a n  -m - > k a i s t d a n  ' hard up ' 

b u naa + - m - >  * b u na a i  ' h i t  ( it ) '  

Acute a c c ent over V or vowel i nd i cates  p l ac ement o f  primary stre s s . 

M 7 . R edue�� o n  0 6  g emina�e v owel� in � ylla ble� p� ec eding � h e  6 inal .
6 

( C ) V 1 V 1 ( C ) ( C ) V ( C )  - m - >  ( C ) V 1 ( C ) ( C ) V ( C )  

e . g .  * b a a y a n  - m - >  ba y a n  ' hous e s i t e ' 

* b u n a a i - m - > b u n a  i ' h i t  ( it ) ' 

* k a s e e ma n  - m - > ka s e ma n  'mo rning , 7 

MS . A�� imila�io n 0 6  N 0 6  � h e  p� e 6 i x  Q I N - .  

q i n  -m - >  
{q i m  i n  t he environment --{ p , b } l 

q i �  i n  the environment __ { k , g } J 
e . g .  q i n  + b tg t- y  - m - >  q i mb tg t-y 'ga v e  ( i t ) ' 

q i n  + ka + t a n t m  -m - >  q i � k a t a n t-m ' p l a n t e d  ( i t ) ' 

No c hange : 

q i n  + q u I  i q  --> q i n q u l  i q  ' r e t urned ( i t ) ' 

q i n  + h H ;'� --> q i n ht- b ;' 1)  ' h id ( i t ) ' 

M9 . A � � imila�io n wi�h and wi� hou� � educ�ion 0 6  N 0 6  � h e  p� e. 6 i x.  C A N - . 

(a ) C a n  - m - >  C a �  i n  t he env ironme nt {g , h } 

e . g .  p a n  + h i ma t t y - m - >  p a � h l ma t t y 'go k i l'L i n g ' 

n a n  + g tm t w  - m - >  n a l) g ;' m ;'w 'c l imbed a s l ope ' 

( b ) 

C a n  + 

[ P ' b 

t , s  

k , q  

- m - >  



e . g .  p a n + p i s t a - m - > pa m i s t a ' a t t e nd a fi e s ta ' 

ma n + b i g t i-w + a y  - m - >  m a m i g t a wa y  ' w i t c h ' 

p a  n + t a w a g  - m- >  p a n a w a g  ' ca L L ' 

na n + ka y u  - m - >  n a l)a y u  ' ga t hered fi rewo od ' 

p a  n + q i ma t ot  y -m - >  p a l) i ma t -t y  ' go kU L ing ' 

No c hange : 

p a n  + d a k -t p  -> p a n d a k + p  ' c a tc h ' 

n a n  + l a g u y  -> n a n l a g u y  'ran away ' 

2 .  C HA N G E S  B E T W E E N  W O R D S  

Rewr i t e  r u l e s  MIO  t hrough Ml3 ac c ount for morphophonemic c hanges 

o c c urr ing between word s .  

MI O .  Au .im.ilat.i o n  0 6  6 .i nal N 0 6  H A N , KA N ,  S I KA N , Q I YA N . {m in t he env ironment 
_

# { p , b , m } } 
n - m - >  I) 

in t he environment _# { k , g , l) } 

e . g .  ka n b a t a q  - m - >  k a m  b a t a q  ' t h e  c h i Ld ' 

ka n k u k u q  - m - >  ka l) k u k u q  ' t h e  ca t '  

No c hange : 

k a n  l a l) i  t ' t he s ky ' 

MI l .  R edu�t.i o n  0 6  6 .i nal g l o ttal �top 0 6  � e�ta.in pa�t.i� l e� and 

� edu �t.io n 0 6  .in.it.ial Q+ 0 6  th  e v e� bal p� e 6 .ix Q+ G - .  

k + n a q  k + n a g -

d i q  d i g -

k -t  
+ q i- g - - m - > k + g -

s u  s u g -

n ot  n + g -

t +  L t -t g -

e . g .  s u  q + g k a ma t + y  k i  - m - >  s u g kama t -t y  k i  ' beca u s e  w e  wi L L  d i e ' 

k + n a q  q + g q u l  i q  - m- >  k-t n a g q u l l q ' won ' t  re turn ' 

b a t a q  t +  q i- g h i p a n + w  - m - >  b a t a q  t + g h i p a n +w ' t he one who 

went was t he c hi L d '  

67 

M1 2 .  R edu�ti o n  Q 6 6 .i nal Q 0 6  c. e�ta.in p a�t.ic.l e� p�e�ed.ing �lit.i� - D . r W�
d , q l rW ' d '

] 
k + n a q  k -t n a  

+ - d  - m - >  d 
s u y a q  s u v a  

l d i a q  d i a  
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e . g .  wa da q - d  d u q + n  - m - >  w a d a d  d u q + n  ' n o  more t here ' 

k � na q - d  q +g q u l i q - m - >  k . n a d  q +g q u l l q  ' ( he ) won ' t  

r e t urn now ' 

M1 3 .  R educti o n  0 6  6 inal Q 0 6  D I A Q  and v owel 0 6  T • .  

d i a q + t �  - m - >  d i a t  

e . g .  d i a q t �  b a � y  - m - > d i a t b a � y  'at/to t he hous e ' 



N O T  E S 

1 .  D ibabawon i s  a Manobo language spoken in t he prov inc e of Davao d e l  

Nort e ,  M i ndanao , Phi l ippine s . 

2 .  A s t er i s k  ( * ) indicates  forms whic h do not ac tua l ly occur i n  e i t her 

dialec t , but undergo furt her mod i f ic at ion ac c ording to later rule s .  

3 .  Word fina l gemina t e  vowe l s  i n  D i babawon morp heme s of t he form C V V  

are the result o f  reduct ion o f  intervo c a l i c  L ,  i n  morphemes o f  t he 

form C V C V V  t hey are the result  of reduc t i on of a final L p l u s  gemina­

t ion of t he vowe l , e . g .  * da La >  d a a  'carry ' ;  * b u n a L >  bu n a a  ' h i t ' .  

4 .  If t he reconstruc t ed forms * d a La ' carry ' and * bu n a L  ' hi t ' were 

t aken as t he s tart ing p oint for t he descrip t ion of t hi s  morphophonemic 

c hange , M2 c ould be stated a s  

- V I C )  - m - > h V ( C )  i n  t he env ironment V 

A f ur t her rule would t h en be required , {nu l l  in t he environment V __ V } 
L - m - >  

1 e l sewhere 

5 . Rul e s  M4 and MS deal wit h c hange s not generally regarded as morpho­

p honemic , t hat i s , alt ernat ion of p honeme s b e t ween two d ialec t s  of the 

same lang uage . Not e t hat I am a s suming a f i c t i t i ou s  base for bot h o f  

t he s e  rules , i . e .  one i n  whic h H and Q both oc c ur ( a s  i n  D i al ec t  B )  and 

in whi c h  t is consi st ent ly a c entral vowel ( a s  in D i alect  A ) .  Thi s 

a s s umpt ion i s  v a l id within t he trans format iona l grammar approac h used 

here . 

6 .  See Dan i e l  and Mar ilou Weaver , ' The Phonology of Agusan Manobo 

( wi t h spec i a l  reference to  � ) ' . P�pe�4 on P h�lipp�ne L � n g u�g e4  1 ,  1 -6 

( Man i l a ,  1 9 6 3 ) .  Thi s paper states t hat Agusan Manobo � c orre sp onds t o  
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D ib abawon Manobo geminate A ,  and a l i st of  c ognate forms is  given . It  

has s inc e been found t hat t he forms given i n  t he paper are in fact A t a  

Manobo n o t  D i babawon , since i n  Dibabawon gemina t e  vow e l s  are redu c ed 

ac c ording t o  rule M 7 .  

7 .  A numb er o f  word s oc c ur in wh i c h  + +  > E E  and t he c onsequent r e­

duc t ion of t he gemi na t e  vowel c luster has resulted in phonemic c on­

t r a s t  bet ween + and E ,  e . g . * b � + q + 9  > * be e q +9 - m - >  beq + 9  'method of 

trapp i n g  w i l d  p i g s ' ,  c ompare b + q + t  'dec i de ' j  * s + + b u q  > * s e e b u q  - m - >  

s e b u q  ' the on l y  o n e ' ,  compare s + b u ' bo i l '. 
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