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Are People of Chinese Ancestry Chinese? The Case of
Hmong Americans

LIANG Mao-chun

Abstract: The Hmong from Laos and the Miao of southwest China have a common
ancestral origin. A significant number of the Hmong have taken refuge in the United States
and become US citizens due to persecution in their homeland following their participation in
the CIA's “Secret War” against the Communists in the mid- 20th century. Although the US
Census Bureau has classified these Hmong as a separate ethnic group, which is not related
to ethnic Chinese, some Chinese scholars in mainland China still claim that the Hmong in
the United States are Chinese Americans. The author of this article compares the criteria for
ethnic identification set down by the US government to those set down by Chinese scholars,
and subsequently suggests four criteria -- including having a Chinese lineage, upholding
Chinese cultural traditions, self-identifying as Chinese, and being associated with Chinese
society — as the bases for being identified as Chinese.
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