
II.

CATALOGUE NO. 6407.0
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30 A.M. 26 OCTOBER 1990

Australian 
Bureau of 
Statistics

PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE 
BUILDING, EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES, AUGUST 1990

PHONE INQUIRIES

MAIL INQUIRIES

ELECTRONIC
SERVICES

• about these statistics and the availability of related unpublished statistics — contact 
Peter Sturgeon on Canberra (06) 252 6198 or any ABS Slate office.
• about other statistics and ABS services — contact Information Services on Canberra 
(06) 252 6007, 252 6627, 252 5402 or any ABS State office.
• write to Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen, ACT 2616 or any ABS 
State office.
• on DISCOVERY — key *656#. • on AUSSTATS — phone (06) 252 6017.
• on TELESTATS — phone (06) 252 5404 Foreign Trade statistics inqulne-s. 

(06) 252 5405 Main Economic Indicator inquiries.

MAIN FEATURES

Change between—

July 90 
and 

August 90

August 89 
and

August 90

ALL CROUPS INDEX

Weighted average of six Stale capital cities 

Index Numbers ■250

% %

Weighted average of six 
State capital cities

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Hobart 
Darwin 
Canberra

+0.3 
+03 
+0.2 
+0.1 
+0.1 
+03 
+03 
+0.5 
+0.1

+6.5 
+6.8 
+5.1 
+8.0 
+6.9 
+7.6 
+4.7 
+5.0 
+ 6.1

JJASONDJFMAMJ JA

•240

■230

■220

The increase in the AU groups index (weighted average 
of the six State capital cities) between July 1990 and 
August 1990 of ■^0.3% continues the relatively low 
increases of recent months.

The movement in August reflects increases in a wide 
range of items. These increases were partly offset by 
decreases in a small number of other items. As shown 
in Table 2, the main price movements were for:

• ready mixed concrete (+0.23 index points);
• non-ferrous pipes (+0.08 index points);
• structural steel (+0.06 index points).

See Table 2 for an analysis of the major contributors 
to each city’s movements.

The annual rate of increase in the All groups index 
(weighted average of the Six State capital cities) of 
6.5% continues the overaU fail in the annual rate of 
increase recorded over recent periods.

I

1989 1990

Change from Previous Month
Percent

■1.5

■1

■0.5

■0
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1989 1990
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NOTE. Explanatory Notes arc published at the back of this publication.
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PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING—ALL GROUPS 
PERCENTAGE CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS MONTH
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TABLE 1. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BLTLDING—ALL GROUPS

Weighted 
average of six 

State capital 
_________cities Melbourne Brubane Adelaide Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra

5

INDEX NUMBERS 

(Base Year 1979-80=100.0) 1981-82=100.0 1986-87=100.0

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

1988-80— 
June

1989-90-- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Febijary 
March 
April 
Miyp 
June p

J99O-9J— 
July p 
^gust Ç__

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

1988 -89— 
June

1989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May p 
June p 
July p 
August p

J5>8S-59-~

1989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May p 
June p

1990-91— 
July p 
^UPlISt p

1968 
214.9 
231.9

2226

224.2 
225.5
227.8 
229.1 
230.0 
231.2 
2326
233.5 
235.2 
237.2 
237.8 
238.6

239.5
240.1

+8.8 
+9.2 
+7.9

+8.0

+8.3 
+8.4 
+8.8 
+8.4 
+7.8 
+7.9 
+7.8 
+7.9 
+7.8 
+7.8 
+7.1 
+7.2 
+6.8 
+6.5

+0.3

+0.7 
+0.6 
+ 1.0 
+0.6 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.6 
+0.4 
+0.7 
+0.9 
+0.3 
+0.3

+0.4 
+0.3

197.5
214.7
231.3

2220

223.2
224.9
226.9
228.6
229.3
230.4
232.1
233.1
235.1
237.3
237.6
237.6

239.3
240.1

+9.1
+8.7
+7.7

+7.9 
+8.2 
+8.4 
+8.2

+?! 

+7.9

+8.2

+7.2 
+6.8

+0.2

+0.5 
+0.8 
+0.9 
+0.7 
+0.3 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.4 
+0.9 
+0.9 
+0.1

+0.7 
+0.3

1926
211.6
227.8

219.4

221.6 
2227 
224.9
225.8 
226.8
227.2 
228.0 
229.2 
230.2
231.6 
2325 
233.0

233.5
234.0

+8.3
+9.9

194.4
213.7
233.9

2222

223.7
225.2
228.7
230.5
231.9
233.8
236.0
236.2
238.2
240.0
240.6
242.1

242.9
243.2

204.7
220.7
237.1

227.5

229.7 
230.4 
2328 
233.5 
234.7 
2363
237.5 
238.7 
240.6 
242.5 
243.6
245.4

246.0
246.3

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Change from previous year

+8.2 
+9.9 
+9.5

+8.9 
+7.8 
+7.5

201.5
221.8
240.0

230.9

231.8
232.6
235.2
236.4
237.1
239.7
240.9
241.6
243,1
246.6
246.7
248.7

249.4
250.2

+9.6 
+10.1

+8.2

Change from corresponding mondi of previous year

+8.8

+9.2 
+9.1 
+9.1 
+8.5 
+7.9 
+7.7 
+7.5 
+7.6 
+6.8 
+6.6 
+6.1 
+6.2 
+5.4 
+5.1

+0.1

+1.0 
+0.5 
+1.0 
+0.4 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.6 
+0.4 
+0.2

+0.2 
+0.2

+8.4 +6.5 +9.3

188.9
204.7
216.8

210.9

211.5 
2127
213.8 
215.0
214.7 
215.7
216.3 
217.1
219.7 
220.6
221.6 
222.3

222.0 
2227

+6.2 
+8.4 
+5.9

149.3
161.7
171.9

166.8

167.7 
168.4 
169.8 
170.4
171.2 
171.7
171.9 
1726 
173.4 
174.7
175.1 
175.5

176.0
176.9

+6.9 
+8.3 
+6.3

+7.1

111.5 
1223 
132.2

126.8

127.7 
128.8 
129.8
130.4 
130.9
131.1 
1324
133.2 
134.6 
135.7 
135.6
135.6

136.6
136.7

+ 11.5 
+9.7 
+8.1

+8.5 
+9.0

+ 10.2 
+10.2
+9.4 
+9.9 

+10.0
+9.5 
+9.9 
+9.4 
+8.7
+9.0 
+8.6 
+8.0

+6.5 
+6.7 
+8.1 
+7.6 
+7.3 
+7,8 
+7.4 
+7.5 
+7,7 
+7.8 
+7.5 
+7.9 
+7.1 
+6.9

+8.9 
+8.4 
+9.0 
+8.5 
+7.9 
+8.5 
+7.9 
+7.8 
+8.2 
+8.4 
+7.5 
+7.7
+7.6 
+7.6

+6.9 
+6.9 
+6.7 
+6,4

+5.4 
+5.1

+5.6 
+5.3 
+5.4 
+5.0 
+4.7

+7.7 
+7.3 
+6.8 
+6.3 
+6.1 
+5.9 
+5.9 
+6.1 
+5.8 
+5.0 
+5.2 
+4.9 
+5.0

+8.3 
+8.8 
+9.1 
+8.6 
+8.0 
+7.9 
+7.6 
+8.0 
+8.5 
+8.4

+6.9 
+7.0
+6.1

Change from previous month

+0.4

+0.7 
+0.7 
+ 1.6 
+0.8 
+0.6 
+0.8 
+0.9 
+0.1 
+0.8 
+0.8 
+0.3 
+0.6

+0.3
+0.1.

+0.4

+ 1.0 
+0.3 
+1.0 
+0.3 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.5 
+0.5 
+0.8 
+0.8 
+0.5 
+0.7

+0.2 
+0.1

+0.6

+0.4
+0.3

+0.5 
+0.3 
+1.1 
+0.5 
+0.3 
+0.6

+0.8

+0.3 
+0.3

+0.2

+0.3 
+0.6 
+0.5 
+0.6
-0.1 

+0.5 
+0.3 
+0.4 
+ 1.2 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.3

-0.1
+0.3

+0.1

+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.8 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.3 
+0.1 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.2 
+0.2

+0.3 
+0.5

+0.2

+0.7 
+0.9 
+0.8 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+ 1.0 
+0.6 
+ 1.1 
+0.8
-0.1

+0.7 
+0.1
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TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING 
CONTRIBUTION OF MAJOR ITEMS TO CHANGE BETWEEN JULY 1990 AND AUGUST 1990, 

IN TERMS OF ALL GROUPS INDEX POlNTS(a)

Weighted 
average c^six 

State capital 
cities 

+0?

individual eûtes

SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS
Structural limber 
Joinery producti(b) 
Clay bricks 
Ready mixed concrete 
Precast concrete products 
Galv. steel decking, etc. 
Strucbiral steel 
Reinforcing steel, etc. 
Aluminium windows 
Aluminium screens, doon, etc. 
Suspended ceilings 
Steel windows, doors, etc. 
Builders' hardware 
Sand, aggregate and filling 
Carpet 
Paint
Non-ferrous pipes 
Plaster and plaster products 
Conductors
Switchboards and switchgear 
Lamps and light fittings 
Air emdilioning equipment(c) 
Fire protection 
Elevaton and escalators

-0.01 
+0.05 
+0.02 
+0.23
-0.01
-0.03 

+0.06
-0.02

+0.01

+0.04

+0.01

+0.08

-0.02
+0.03 
+0.05
-0.02 

+0.01 
+0.02

Sydney 

+0.8

MeL

■U).5

Brisbane Adelaide Perth

+0.3 +0.3 +0.8

Hoban
+0?

Canberra

+oT

-0.03
+0.02

+0.42

-0.01
+0.05
-0.03

+0.13

+0.07 
+0.04 
+0.02 
-0.05

+0.01
+0.03

-aoi
-+O.O1

+0.26
-0.05
-0.10

+0.05

+0.06

+0.01

+0.07

-0.15 
+0.04 
+0.15
-0.06 

+0.01 
-+0.01

+0.02 
+0.29

+0.04

+0.04

+0.07
-0.01

-0.03
-0.02

-0.04

+0.04

+0.01
+0.03
+0.06

+0.03
-0.14

+0.04
+0.01
+0.02

+0.02
+0.01
+0.03

-0.01

+0.01
+0.03
+0.01

+0.03 
+0.20

+0.03
+0.01

-0.04

+0.07 
+0.06

+0.08

+0.11

+0.08
-0.02

+0.01 
+0.01 
+0.13 
+0.01 
+0.04

+0.02

+0.01
-0.02

+0.02

+0.36

-0.45

+0.15

+0.01
+0.03
+0.01
+0.15

+0.01

+0-07

+0.06

-0.04 
+0.06 
+0.04
-0.02 
-0.07 
-0.01

+0.05

+0.01

-0.01

+0.01

-ao2 
+0.02

+0.02

(a) For an explanadon of this table see paragraph 21 of the Explanatory Notes, (b) Includes built in fumiture, ready-made windows and doors, and other joinery products, 
(c) Air conditioning excluding piping and electrical materials.
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Value weightfa)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

¡988-89— 
June

I

1989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
F^ruary 
March 
April 
May p 
June p

TABLE 3. INDEX NUMBERS BASED ON AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATKW (ASIQ 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

(Base of each tadex: Year Í979>B0 a 100.0)__________________________________

Selected AStC Groups

I
;99O.97_
July p 
August p

Wood 
cutd 

wood 
products 

(253) 
7.97%

203.7 
225.9 
244.8

Clay 
products 

and 
refractories 

(286) 
4.16%

195.0 
218.0 
240.4

Cement 
and 

concrete 
products 

(287) 
15.42%

\T9.5 
195.7 
213.0

Basic 
iron 
and 

suel 
(294) 

4.69%

191.4 
211.5 
232.4

Struciurai 
metal 

products 
(314) 

2924%

184.3 
200.5 
2153

Sheet 
metal 

proihtets
(315) 

3.68%

213.5 
233.2
254.2

Otfuir 
fabricated 

metal 
produtís 

(316) 
2.77%

241.6

Appliances 
and 

electrical 
equipment 

(335) 
9.70%

220.5 
247.0 
271.7

Industrial 
machinery 

and 
equipment 

(336) 
8.79%

218.4 
227.7 
246.0

1358%

203.8
222.8
232.9

I00j00%
196.8
214.9
231.9

237.1 230.3 203.1 221.4 206.9 244.2 234.7 256.5 234.4 228.0 222.6

w

Ä

238.8
240.4
241.1
241.6
242.5
243.3
245.7
246.5
247.9
248.7
250.0
250.6

252.0
252.5

231.7
234.8
235.5
237.4
238.8
240.0
240.5
242.4
244.6
246.1
246.2
246.8

247.6
248.9

204.7
206.6
208.5
209.8
210.5
212.3
215.4
216.1
216.9
217.1
218.3
220.0

224.1
225.8

222.3
222.3
223.3
229.0
229.9
231.3
235.8
236.7
238.3
239.7
240.0
240.2

240.9
241.3

(a) Compaaiiioo «d warning pattern as at ref««Ke base year 1979-80, see pangia;^ 3 of Explanatory No««.

209.2
210.7
212.1
213.0
213.3
214.6
215.9
216.8
217.7
220.1
220.6
221.7

222.1
222.3

245.0
245.5
246.8
250.2
252.0
253.1
253.6
255.4
258.2
262.9
263.6
263.6

236.1
237.1
237.2
237.4
239.0
238.5
239.1
244.3
246.8
248.6
247.5
247.8

257.9 
257.0 
266.2 
267.1 
270.6 
272-4
271.8 
271J 
277.3 
282.7 
283.5 
282.7

0

236.4
239.6
242.4
243.5
243.7
245.8
246.9
248.9
250.7
252.1
250.7
251.3

228.3
229.0
231.1
232.2
232.6
232.4
232.9
232.9
233.8
235.1
236.6
237.3

2242 
2253
227.8 
229.1
230.0 
2312
232.6 
2333
235.2 
2372
237.8 
238.6

u»

264.4
265.3

248.8
250.0

283.3
283.9

250J 
250.1

23*7.7
238.0

2395 
240.1

II



Material
1999-

99

B

TABLE 4. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

(Base of each index: Year 1979-80 = 100.0)

Structural timber
Hardwood
Softwood

Plywood, bardboard and softboard
Joinery producls(a)
Clay bricks
Earthenware pipes and fittings
Ceramic tiles
Ttnlel suites and hand basins
Cement
Ready mixed concrete
Precast concrete products
Concrete masonry blocks
Galvanised steel decking, cladding, etc.
Cast iron pipes and fittings
Stmctural steel
Reinforcing steel bar. fabric and mesh
Aluminium windows
Aluminium screens, doors, louvres and other 

fabncated products
Suspended ceilings
Steel windows, doors, louvres, etc.
Urinals, baths and sinks
Builders' hardware (e.g. hinges, catches, 

handles, bolls, nails, etc.)
Sand, aggregate and filling
Carpet
Paint
Asphalt
Glass
Plaster and plaster products
Fibrous cement products
Non-ferrous pipes
Vinyl sheet and tiles

208.2 
220,1
189.5 
212.8 
231.9
221.2 
255,9 
172,3
263.7 
205.2 
193.7
198.9 
193.1
199.6
263.9 
204.3 
193.1
210.0

214.0
187.9
207.0
262.4

235.6
235.2
224.1
228.4
213.2
216.1
208.4
210.1
209.7
205.8

1999-
90 p

221.1
233.3
201.6
229.0
252.6
245.7
288.1
176.5
301.2
217.4
210.3
218.3
214.8
221.3
289.1
219.0
210.3
223.8

227.0
201.8
223.8
290.4

252.2
252,4 
227.8 
254.1
227.8
218.0 
2194
225.4 
215.6 
212.7

1998-99 1999-90 1990-9i

Jw:

218.1
230.4
198,7
221.1
243.7
238.9
265.9
172.1
264.8
209.0
200.4
208.6
202.9
208.9
277.2
210.4
201.8
214.6

219.2
192.3
215,0
278.6

245.0
244.7
227.0
242.2
215.8
218.5
215.3
217.4
214.5
208.3

JUy 

218.5 
229.5 
200.0 
224.0 
245.7 
238.4 
274.5 
175.1 
271.2 
209.3 
202.1 
210.7 
203.1 
209.2 
277.2 
211.6 
204,1 
220.0

222.6
195.0
216.8
279.4

246.5
245.5
227.0
242.7
219.1
218.2
215.5
217.4
210.9
207.8

(a) Include» built in furniture, paration», ready made windows and doors, and uther joinery.

Aug.

220.7 
231-5
202.3
224.4
247.2
239.8
275.1
176.3
290.6
211.1
204.1
212.1
205.5
208.4
277,2
214,5
206.1
220,4

223.2
195.6
216.4
281.5

246.3
247.2
227.2
243.2
221.7
218.2
215.7
217.4
210.9
209.0

222.8
235.1
203.1
224.5
247.5
240.4
283.2
175.4
291.9
214.6
205.7
215.1
207.2
208.5
288.1
215.0
206.3
221.8

22^.1
201.8
218.3
282.0

246.7
247.3
227.2
243.6
224.7
218.2
218.2
222.6
219.1
209.0

Oct. Nov. Dtc Jan. F^b. Mar. Apr. May p Jiaup Juiyp

221.9
235.6 
ZOU
224.1
248.6
242,7
283.8
175.5
294.8
217.1
207.1
215.7
208.7
218.7
289.1
216.2
206.2
222.2

225.8
202.3
220.3
290.1

246.9
2-t7.9
227.6
255.7
226.0
218.2
218.7
223.8
219.6
211.3

219.0
230.8
200.0
223.2
250.6
244.7
283.0
176.3
295.0
217.2
208.0
215.7
210.9
219.5
289,2
216,7
205.5
222.5

226.0
202,4
221.7
291.7

249.3
248.3
227.6
255.6
226.5
218.2
219.5
223.8
220.3
211.3

219.3
230.5
200.7
225.1
251.4
246.2
286.0
176.2
295.4
217.2
209.6
217.5
215.5
219.6
289.5
219.7
206.7
222.6

226.0
202.5
222.8
290.8

248.2
248.7
229.0
255.5
226.7
218.2
219.4
223.9
216.5
212.2

220.0
231.9
200.8
231.1
254.0
246.3
290.3
177.3
295.7
217.4
213.7
217.8
216.9
227.0
284.6
221.8
208.0
222.6

225.8
202.5
224.6
290.2

248.7
255.1
229.0
254.8
227.3
218.2
219.4
224,0
212.2
213,7

220.7
234.5
200.0
233.7
254.6
246.3
293.2
176.5
314.8
218.7
214.1
219.4
217.7
228.3
284.6
223.2
209.0
223.9

227.6
202.6
224.8
291.6

255.2
255.0
227.6
255.0
227.4
218.4
219.4
224.1
210.8
215.1

222.0 
235.2
201,6 
2355
256.1
249.2
296.8 
176.4
315.7
218.9
214.3 
2215
221.7
228.4 
296.0
222.1
209.4
227.2

228.6
203.3
228.4
291.8

258.8
255.3
227.4
257.6
231.9
218.4
219.5
229.1
212.2
215.1

222.9
235.6
202.9
235.4
257.0
251.1
297.1
177.5
316.2
220.6
213.9
222.9
223.3
229.5
296.8
222.2
219.9
227.3

228.8
203.7
229.7
2994

260.6
256.7
227.4
260.6 
232-6
218.5
222.4
233.0
215.5
216.2

221.8
235.1
201.3
235.1
259.0
251.1
297.1
177.5
316.8
223.4
214.5
225.7
223.4
229.5
297.9
222.3
219.8
227.3

231.7
204.7
230.9
298.3

259.4
259.2
227.9 
2615
233.2
216.6
222.7
233.0
220.6
216.0

223.4 
234J
204.8 
232.2 
259.7
252.1 
297.1 
177.4
316.6
223.6
216.8
225.9
223.7
229.5
299.2 
222J 
223.1
228.2

233.7
2053
2311
298.3

259.6
262.3
2281
2631
236.8
217.0
222.6
233.1
218.1
216.0

227.9
236.8 
210-9
233,5
260.2
252.5
305.2
178,1
316.5
228.2
222.1
226.8
224.8
229.4
303.0
223.6
222.6
228.2

234.1
205.3
231.6
298.0

261.1
264.0
232-4
262.1
237.3
215.4
222,6
233.3
217-5
216.0

Aug p 

227.3 
237.3 
M9.7 
2345 
261.0 
2533 
307.9 
177.9 
3227 
228.2 
224,3 
226.4 
■229.7 
228.0 
305.8 
2243 
222.2 
228.1

234.4
205.4
232.5
296.7

261.1
264.3
233.4
261.7
237.4
215.1
222.5
233.7 
220.8 
216J

a

f



Stru^ural 
timber

Clay 
bricki

TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECFED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS 
(Base of e*cb iadex: Year 1979-SO s 100.9)

Ready 
mixed 

concrete

Precast 
concrete 
products

Galvanised 
steel 

decking, 
cladding, Structural

elc.

RtinforcMg

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

167.5
186.2
198.2

157.6
199.3
235.3

180.3
201.2
221.4

181.0
191.1
208.2

196.6
214.8
236.2

steel_______

SYDNEY
175.1
190.8
203.5

i/ee/ 
Zwr, 

fabric 
and 

mesh

173.3
190.3
206.6

windows

Suel 
windows, 

doors, 
louvres, 

etc.
Buiiders 
hardwart

Sand, 
aggregaU 

and 
filling Carptí Paini

Note- 
ftrrous 

pip«»

1988-89— 
June 198.9 233.4 209.1 200.7 223.2 194.7 195.7

196.7
208.8
216.8

211.8

190.9
199.3
209.8

202.5

219.2
243.0
260.1

251.1

259.7
280.4
299.1

2S8.9

222.1
228.3
230.4

229.1

205.3
227.0
253.4

241.9

174.9
194.9
200.6

200.3

1989-90— 
July 
August 
Sq>teniber 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Fcbniary 
March 
April 
May p 
June p

201.0
207.3
207.0
203.9
193.8
193.8
193.4
193.5
194.3
197.1
194.2
198.6

231.7 
231.1 
231.1
235.4 
235.4
236.4 
236.6
236.7 
235.0
238.5 
238.5 
236.8

211.4
212.3
214.3
217.7
218.9
219.0
225.6
226.5
226.5
227.7
228.5
228.5

201.4
203.2
205.1
205.8
205.3
207.9
207.9
208.8
210.9
213.0
214.4
214.5

223.2
221.0
221.0
234.6
234.6
234.6
241.7
242.9
242.9
246.1
246.1
246.1

195.9
199.9
200.1
200.1
200.4
201.4
206.5
206.5
207.0
208.2
208.0
208.3

197.2
202.6
202.6
203.1
202.8
206.6
206.0
206.0
205.6
214.6
214.6
217.7

211.8
211.9
211.9
212.9
212,9
212.9
217.9
214.9
224.3
224.5
224,5
226.2

205.0
205.2
205.5
206.2
207.2
207.8
211.4
212.2
213.5
214.5
214.5
214.6

251.8
252.0
252.8
253.1
257.6
255.4
255.6
261.8
267.6
270.9
270.9
271.0

288.9 
291.9 
291-9 
291.9
291.9 
291.9 
306.3
306.6 
306.9 
306.9
306.9 
306.9

229.7
230.0
230.0
230.0
230.0
232.9
232.9
229.8
229.8
229.8
229.8
229.8

241.9
241.9
243.1
251.6
251.6
250.8
254.7
254.6
260.8
262.6
262.6
264.5

198.4
201.0
201.8
202.7
203.7
201.4
195.5
195.1
197.4
201.9
204.4
203.5

i 990-91—
July p 
August p

208.6
206.8

235.8
235.9

240.6
244.6

215.1
215.1

246.1
245.5

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90 p

190.2
219.8
225.9

233.8
248.5
264.8

159.7
176.0
183.7

173.1
185.2
204.4

155.5
175.2
195.0

209.6
210.1_________ :

MELBOURNE

175.5
195.0
210.4

215^ 
215.2

179.2
195.0
209.5

226.2
226.2

170.4
184.2
206.1

215.7
215.7

180.5 
209-6 
233.4

271.5
271.5

212.1
233.1
246.5

308.7
308.7

186.6
197.9
211.8

237.1
237.1

211.8
225.8
230.8

264.5
264.5

231.0
249.3
282.0

201.8
207.5

195.2
230.8
234.4

¡988-89— 
June 226.3 256.9 180.3 191.7 184.9 202.6 204.5 186.5 223.8 241.2 206.5 230.3 259.6 236.9

¡989-90— 
July 
August 
Se^ember 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Apnl 
May p 
June p

223.8
223.2
221.2
220.6
225.4
225.4
228.0
227.7
229.0
229.2
228.5
228.6

256.9
262.1
262.1
262.1
262.1
262.1
262.1
262.1
270.3
270.3
270.3
274.4

180.3
184.4
185.8
185.7
185.8
185.4
185.5
185.4
185.2
181.5
180.8
178.0

197.0
197.9
202.4
202.5
202.7
204.5
204.6
205.1
206.1
207.0
211.9
211.7

184.9
184.9
184.9
193.4
194.0
194.0
200.6
201.3
200.5
200.5
200.5
200.5

202.7
206.3
207.1
209.4
209.7
212.6
212.6
216.2
212.3
212.3
211.7
211.7

206.7
206.7
206.7
205.3
203.1
198.4
204.1
207.3
208.9
221.0 
2210
224.5

205.7
205.9
205.9 
201^9
2059
200.2
216.2
208.2
206.2
206.2
206.2
206.2

224.5
225.2
225.7
229.9
230.9
232.7
233.5
233.6
237.1
240.1
243.5
244.0

242.0
242.1
242.6
242.2
244.3
244.3
244.4
250.8
251.0
252.3
250.8
250.6

210.2
210.2
210.3
210.3
210.5
210.5
210.8
210.8
210.8
210.8
215.9
220.6

230.3
230.6
230.6
230.6
230.6
231.7
231.7
230.7
230.7
230.7
230.7
230.7

261.1
262.7
262.7
286.3
286.3
285.7
285.7
285.7
287.6
290.7
292.8
296.7

228.3
224.8
238.9
238.9
242.1
234.2
231.0
230.4
232.6
233.3
240.8
236.9

1990-91—
July p 
August p

229.2
228.8

274.4
274.4

181.1
183.6

211.9
210.4

200.5
196.4

210.8
211.3

224.5
224.5

206.2
206.2

244.0
245.3

256.6
256.6

221.5
222.3

234.8
234.8

296.7
296.7

238.5
2413



TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS—coruinued 
(Base of each iadex: Yesr 1979-SO s 100.0)

StrMCfMro/ 
timber

Clay 
bricks

Rtady 
mixed 

concrete

Prt^i 
concrtU 
products

Go/wMis d 
steel 

decking, 
cladding, Structural

etc-

Reiuforci/eg 
xtetcl

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

183.6
200.7
218.2

182.0
224.2
256.8

184.2
195.0
227.3

202.4
215.4
235.8

181.7
197.8
222.9

steel______

BRISBANE

197.1
206.0
220.3

bar, 
fabric 

a/td 
rrtaek

167.3
191.5
214.7

Alunuuum 
yyuuiows

Steal 
wuidows, 

doarf, 
iotnras. 

etc.
Buddtrs' 
hardwar«

Saad, 
aggregate 

and
____ Carptt PaiM

Nou- 
ftrrous

1988-89— 
June 212.0 238.2 200.6 228.9 207.9 210.5 204.4

174.5
217.8
232.7

232.3

182.8
194.2
212.2

203.8

202.1
220.8
236.1

234.0

225.8
247.8
269.3

258.5

201.8
218.6
222.9

221.7

178.0
189.7
209.0

203.2

177.5
204.9
2125

2m.9

1989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Aptil 
Mayp 
June p

211.0
211.7
218.8
218.2
219.0
219.2
219.7
220.4
220.7
221.2
219.1
219.1

238.6 
239.6 
239.5
245.8 
262.1
262.0 
262.0 
262.1
263.0 
267.9 
268.3
270.5

204.9
208.4
213.9
216.0
218.1
225.3
236.6
237.8
237.8
238.6
240.1
250.5

228.9 
229.8 
234.2 
234.6 
234,6
235,1 
235.6 
234.7 
239.5 
240.7
240.8 
240.5

210.8 
210.6 
211.0 
221.0 
222.6
222.6 
227.1 
227.8 
230.7 
230.1
230.2 
230.2

212.6
215.6
216.5
218.2
218.3
221.7
222.3
222.6
223.2
223.2
224.8
224.8

207.6
208.3
209.3
209.7
209.8
213.5
213.5
213.5
213.5
224.2
224.3
228.6

232.3
232.3
230.6
230.6
233.3
233.3
233.3
233.3
233.2
233.2
233.2
233.2

P2O5.O

205.0
210.2
211.2
212.9
212.1
212.6
213.1
215.1
215.2
216.9
216.9

233.9
235.1
2342 
235.1
237.0
234.5
235.8
236.9
240.1
240.8
234.5
234.9

258.5
261.3
261.3
261.3
264.1
264.1
273.3 
273.3
274.2
276.3 
280.4
283.2

221.7
221.7
221.7
224.0
224.0
224.0
224.0
224.0
221.7
221.7
221.7
224.3

2032 
203.2 
204.3 
207.1 
207.1 
210.1
210.1 
2125 
212.5 
212.5 
2125 
212.5

209.4 
204.8 
215.7 
216.9 
2I6J 
213.3 
211.0 
214.6 
214.6 
210.0
213.4 
209.9 00

1990-91—
July p 
August p

218.3
219.5

270.0
270.0

251.8
251.8

240.5
240.5

230.2
230.2

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

210.3
227.4
261.7

224.6
237,0
252.5

187.8 
210,4 
219.8

221.5
238.2
266.0

195.2
206.3
227.6

227.6
228.0
ADELAIDE

203.4
219.3
236.2

229.5 
229-5

180.6
194.5
212.1

233.2
233.2

227.2
249.5 
262-5

1988-89— 
June 244.4 246,2 215.1 250.4 213.2 225.2 204.1 257.6

216.7
218.5

218.9
234.0
247.3

239.3

234.8
234.4

231.3
254.0
278.1

265.6

290.1
290.1

188.1
195.5
206.0

200.5

224.3
224.3

196.0
214.0
218.8

218.0

2027
198.7

217.5
237.9
250.8

251.7

209.4
208.7

184.6 
210.0 
2117

212.4

1989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
Onober 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May p 
June p

244.8
244.8
260.2
262.0
262.0
263.0
263.2
263.3
265.4
265.6
265.6
265.7

246.2
246.2
246.2
246.2
246.2
257.0
257.0
257.0
257.0
257.0
257.0
257.0

218.0 
218.3
217.0 
2165
218.5 
217.9
219.3
219.4
220.7 
221.5
224.5 
226.1

252.2
255.1
258.4
260.2
260.9
261.1
262.9
270.3
272.2
275.3
280.4
282.8

213.2
213.2
213.2
219.6
223,2
223.2
236.7
237.4
237.8
237.8
237.8
237.8

229.0
229.5
230.5
231.2
234.5
238.2
239.1
239.2
239.7
239.9
241.2
242.2

207.3
207.3
207.3
207.3
207.3
210.3
210.3
210.3
210.3
221.5
221.5
224.9

256.2
258.1
261.5
261.5
261.5
261.5
261.5
265.2
265.2
265.4
265.4
267.3

240.2
240.7
240.7
241.8
247.0
249.3
251,3
251.3
251.3
251.3
251.3 
251-6

274.5
270.5
270.6
270.6
270.6
270.5
270.8
282.8
288.6
288.6
288.6
289.9

200.5 
202.6 
202.5 
202.5
202.5 
203.6
203.6 
;»5.i 
205.1
213.0 
214.9
215.9

218.2 
2182
218.2 
218.2
218.2 
218.2
218.2 
218.2 
218.2 
218.2
221.5 
2215

251.7
251.7
251.7
260.8
260.8
260.8
239.9
239.9
239.9
249.7
251.5 
251J

209.5 
2XQ,.l 
216.6 
2166
216.3 
215.9 
206.7 
2072 
207.2 
211.3 
220.8 
221.2

7990-97—
July p 
August p

269.0
269.0

264.2
264.5

225.8
226.1

282.8
284.6

237.8 
237.7

244.1
244.4

224.9
222.6

268.0
269.0

251.6
251.6

287.3
287.3

215.9
215.9

225.6
226.7

2515 
252.7

219.8
221.1



4

TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS—continued
(Base of eadi iodex: Year 1979*80 > 100.0)

Structural 
timber

C/fly 
briete

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

189.8
220.2
239.2

1883 
205.6 
217.4

1988-99— 
June 230.3 209.7

Reoffy 
mixed 

concreie

Prtciul 
concrett 
products

Gaivanised 
steel 

d^kin^, 
cladding, Structural 

steel

Reinforcing 
steel 
bar, 

fabrk 
and 

mesh

182.5
200.4
220,5

214.0

182.6
199.9
218.6

185.2
207.9
232.1

PERTH

221.0
255.8
273.3

183.8
199.4
219.5

2113 219.9 267.0 210.6

Ä/umimwR 
windows

Steel 
windows, 

doors, 
louwes, 

etc.
Budden' 
hardware

Sand, 
aggregate 

and 
filling Carpti Pauit

Non-

jkflL

216.8
231.7
244.3

233.4

202.2
214.1
236.3

222M

208.7
222.6
240.6

234.2

200.0
223.4
248.1

238.0

213.3
223.9
227.2

226.6

190.9
214.6
241.8

235.5

189.1
213.4
228.6

214.S

;9«9-9O— 
July 
August 
Sef^mber 
October 
November 
December 
January 
F^ruary 
March 
April 
.May p 
June p

234.4
234.4
238.9
239.0
239.0
238.5
238.8
239.8
241.6
243.2
241.1
242.0

209.7
209.7
215.1
215.1
215.2
215.2
215.2
215.2
224.7
224.7
224.7
224.7

214.0 
214.0 
214.0 
214.0
214.0 
222.1
223.3 
223.3 
223.2 
22?.
223.2 
238.0

212.8
212.7
214.2
214.6
215.4
218.1
218.2
222.0
222.6
222.3
225.0
225.5

219.9
219.9
219.9
227.8
227.8
229.0
238.2
240.6
240.6
240.6
240.6
240.6

266.9
266.7
266.7
268.6
268.7
277.3
279.2
281.1
278.9
275.6
275.0
274.7

213.6
213.6
213.6
215.2
215.2
218.1
217.7
217.7
217.7
229.5
229.5
232.1

233.4 
233.4
245 6 
2453
245.5 
245.5
245.6 
247.3
247.3 
247.3
247.6 
248.1

227.3
220.0
228,7
230.9
231.3
233.2
233.2
232.1
249.2
249.9
249.9
250.2

234,1
234.1
234.1
;34.1
234.1
234.2
235.8
245.3
249.7
250.4
250.4
250.6

240.8
241.2
242.5
246.4
246.9
249.2
250.2
246.1
247.5
250.0
253.4
263.4 Q

226.6 
2^.6
226.5
226.5
226.5
227.3
227.3
227.5
227,5
2275
228.1
228.1

236.0
236.4
234.4
243.0
242.1
241.9
243.9
243.2
242.0
245.9
246.4
245.8

215.2 
227.5 
236.7 
236.7 
234.6
232.5 
232J 
217.1
214.4 
229.7 
236.0 
230.5 'O

7990-97—
July p 
August p

247.1
247.3

224.7
232.0

238.0
238.0

231.2
229.9

240.6
240.6

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

217.2
229.6
247.8

182.6
192.2
199.8

162.1
180.4
188.4

194.9
212.2
229.3

193.9
216.0
237,5

277.9
278.7

HOBART

189.4
211.9
225.1

232-2
233.2

171.7
185.6
203.4

248.1
248.1

213.6
225.6
229.3

250.7
252.7

185.9
201.9
211.3

250.6
250.6

192.3
202.4
217.1

2tö.2
263.4

228.1
236.0

246.6
246.6

228.2
231.7

¡988-89— 
June 236.7 198.6 183.2 224.8 225.2 218.5 197.1 2282 205.6 208.8

172.9
174.9
183.6

177.6

199.6
212.5
221.3

217.0

195.6
214.2
226.8

2205

159.1
173.7
174.9

1785

1989-90— 
July 
August 
Sept^ber 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
\£yp 

June p

236.7
236.7
241.9
245.9
245.9
245.9
250.0
248.3
254.4
255.2
256.7
255.8

198.6
199.1
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
199.2
206.9

184.5
188.2
184.5
185.6
185.1
184.7
185.4
187.3
192.7
192.0
194.2
196.4

224.8 
2265
226.5 
226.5
226.5 
226.5
226.5 
226-5
235.4 
235.4
235.4 
235.4

225.2
225.2
225.9
236.4
236.4
236.4
238.4
245.3
245.3
245.3
245.3
245.3

222.2
223.3
223.3
223.3
223.3
224.3
224.3
224.3
226.5
227.0
229.7
229.7

199.6
199.6
199.6
199.6
199.6
204.9
204.9
204.9
206.1
209.5
206.1
206.9

227.9
229.3
229.3
229.3
229.3
229.3
229.3
229,3
229.3
229,8
229.8
229.8

205.9 
206.6
210.6
210.8
210.8 
211-0
211.0
211.0
214.4
214.4
214.4
214.6

209.1
209.1
211.5
215.3
216.2
216.2
216.2
219.3
219.1
224.1
225.3
223.6

178.1
178.1
178.1
184.4
184.4
184.4
184.4
184.7
184.7
184.7
184.7
192.8

217.0 
217.0 
2172
220.8 
221.3
221.4
221.4
221.4
221.4 
223.8
226.7
226.7

222.2
221.7
224.9
226,7
228.8
228.0
227.8
228.1
228.6
228.0
228.4
228.4

174.0
177.4
180.3
180.3
169.8
165.9
165.9
169.7
180.8
180.8
179.8
1743

July p 
Augirt p

255.8
257.5

207.1
207.1

199.1
199.3

235.4
235.4

241.9
241.9

229.7
233.6

207.3
207.3

229.9
218.4

214.8
218.3

220.7
220.9

192.8
193.2

226.9
229.1

22S.4
230.3

171.0
177.4

Jr.'*.*

L



TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS 
(Base of each todex: Year 1979-80 s lOO.O’'

EUctrical mauriab

Vtüue

AU gn»^ 
tiCiMUng 
tbctrical 
maUriab

mecltantcal 
services

Con-
Conduil

duclort acctssoriti
2096% 9i7%

SwircA- 

tuiti

gMT 
285f2%

fiaing,s 
4025%

AU 
ebctrical 
Ktauriais 
100.00%

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90 p

190.9
208.2
223.1

325.3 
387J 
478.5

226.0 
253.4 
268J

196.3
208.1
217.4

190.5 
198.4 
2O7J

223.9 
246.3 
273X

AU 
tUctrical 
mauriab 
txcluding 
lampt and

Ught

SYDNEY
246.5 
278.5
3175

Mtchanu:^ ttrvieu coHiftoMutt
PlumbiMf maunaii

1988-89-
215.3 413.8 260.8 211.8 204.3 256.0 290.8

Air

UiOoning 
7281%

F*« 
prottctioa 

13.04%

EUvaton

«eabtorx 
14.15%

All
OMd rntcluaucal

ttrvicts 
100.00%

plignbitig 
50^5%

DraUM^t 
i4J2%

atti

pligtibMt 
3493%

Aü

ttuMrialt 
lOOM

208.9
2204
237.6

195.7
223.2
244,2

261.8
269.9
301.1

214.6
227.7
247.4

21X0 
2j7.7
250.5

205.8 
22X1 
245.2

201?
222.1
2433

2O7J 
230.0 
247J

227.6 232.3 277.4 235.2 244.3 231.7 233.1 23S.6

J 599-90— 
July 
Augi’st 
Sepiombcr 
October 
November 
Dcconbci 
January 
February 
March

Junep

216.3 
218.1
219.0 
220-5
220.8 
221.7 
223.9 
224 8 
2261 
228.2 
228.6 
229.1

413.6
413.9
457.2
468.5
479.5
479.9
480.7
475.9
507.9
526.7 
529.5
508.1

261.6 
264.2
264.2 
263.7 
263 6 
263.8 
265.6 
270.6 
274.8 
275.9 
277.9 
276.4

2Ì2.\ 
21X8 
21X6 
213.6 
214.9
219.0 
219.2 
220.5 
220.8 
220.1
221.0 
222.7

2ffJ.3 
204.5 
204.8 
2055 
210.2 
209.6 
205.6 
208.4 
208.6 
208.6 
208.3 
209.1

257.3 
256-7 
265.8 
268.7
273.3 
274,3 
273.1 
274.1
281.4 
285 2 
286 2
282.3

291.0 
291.8
306.9 
311.3 
3’5.8 
3)8.0
318.6 
318.4 
3303 
336 9
338.6 
331.7

229.2
232.9
234.2
235.0
235.6
237.3
237.6
239.1
241.5
242.9
243.1
243.1

233.9 
235.8 
238.1 
241.7 
242.3 
242.8 
2454 
2453
247.7 
25X1 
252 5 
25X6

280.3 
279.1 
295.8 
301.6 
3013 
303.9 
3053 
306.9 
308.8
315.7 
308.1 
306.4

237.0 
239.7 
2433 
245.3
245.7 
247.3 
248.2 
249.5
251.7 
254,3 
253.5 
253.2

244.1 
248X 
249.4 
250.2
252.1 
252.4 
247.2 
249.6
250.3 
253.2 
254 1 
255.7

235.6 
238.3 
244.5 
243.6 
244.9 
245.0 
242.4 
243.8 
250.5 
250.5
251.0 
25X8

233.1 
231.5 
232.0 
24IJ 
243.0 
24X5 
246.0 
246.9 
249.1 
25X3 
25X3 
252.3

239.0 
241.0 
24X6 
246.1
M7.9 
247,9 
246.1 
247J 
2499 
25X5 
253.0 
254.1

1990-91 - 
iuiyp 
Augmtp

231.3
232.2

507.4
511.3

276.3
278.6

222.7
224.3

209.4
210.1

28X3 
284,1

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90 p

184.7
203.0
218.6

283.2
364.8
418.2

195.4
213.0
219.3

211.3 
23X1 
251.3

204.4
223.2
229.8

22X0 
2544 
274.5

331.4
333.9 

MEl-BOVRNE
233.9
275.5
304-6

242.5 
24X7

210.3
225.4
244.7

1988-89-
210.4 392.3 211.9 245.0 226.7 265.2 291.2 234.1

253.0
253.5

188.5
196.7
209.9

203.4

308.5
309.7

253.1
253.5

253.4
260.9

256.3
255.9

25X3 
254 0

255.0
2S7.8

26Ü.9 
2n.9 
286 2

281.8

214.6
229.1
246.0

208.3
234.1
248.4

209.2
225.1
246.9

169.6
189.0
211.5

194.9
217.1
235.3

236.8 240.7 235.1 199-9 225.6

1989-90- 
July 
August 
Se{Hember 
October 
Novanber 
December 
January 
FdMuary 
March

*yp

21X8 
214.2 
215.7 
217.1
217.9 
218.0 
219.0 
220.1
220.7 
221.7 
222.5 
223.0

390.9 
384.6 
422-8 
416.4 
417.5 
415.8 
41X3 
406.0 
424.4
440.8 
440.4 
446.0

213.7 
21X9 
213.0 
211.6 
21X5 
213,8 
2145 
218.9 
226.2 
227.5 
231.3 
235.7

245.0 
245-2
245.6
2461
249.7
253.4
253.6
253.6
253.6
254.2
256.6
259.3

233,9 
229,7 
230.5
227.3 
230.8 
231.3
229.1 
230.5 
230.3
229,4 
229.4
225.4

268.0 
265.0 
273 5
270.8
273.6
274.6
273.1
273.0 
277.3 
280.7
281.7 
282 5

291.0 
288.8 
302.4 
300.2 
30X4 
303.8 
302.8 
301.3 
309.0 
315.3
316.9 
320.9

234.7 
237.3 
240.3 
240.3 
241.8
244.0 
244.6 
247.0 
249 6 
251.2 
25X2
253.0

205.3 
206.9 
207.6 
208.1
208.6 
209.2 
210.5 
2115
211.7 
211.9 
213.4 
213.6

282.5 
28X1 
281.8
284.4 
284.6
285,3 
285.8
286.6 
286 0
291.6 
291.9 
29X2

237.6 
239-7 
241.9 
24X3 
2435 
245.3 
246.0 
248.0 
249.8 
251.8 
25X7 
253,4

2403 
240.0 
246.9 
247.7 
2493 
247.4
246.9 
248.8 
250.4 
25X6 
2553 
254.3

235.1
235.3
244.9
244.9
244.9
244.9
244.9
244.9
255.2
255.3
256.4
256.4

Ì99.9 
199.9 
199.9 
209.6 
210.3 
210.8 
215.4 
217.9 
218.2 
218.7 
218.6 
218.7

225.6 
225.3 
230.2
234.0 
235 
234.3 
235.6 
237A 
239.8 
241.1 
24X8
24X2

1990-91—
July p 
Augugp

223.8
224.5

445.8
437.7

235.7
228.4

259.0
260.6

227.1
231.3

283.0 
28X8

320.7
317.4

251.8
2515

213.8
214.2

292,4 
292.8

25X6 
252J

255.3 
257X

251.3
261.9

218.7
216.0

MX9 
243.5

For footnote see end of tabic.
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TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS—cMiiuitd 
(Base of each ladex; Year 1979-80 = 100.0)

EUctfical maUnab

Value tvaighda)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

AU grmtps 
tteluéag 
electrical 
auUerials 

aird 
aiaeftaiiical

COK'
Condkttt 

and
ductors accmorias
20ß6% 9uî7%

SmiùcA- 
ixMrdt 

and

28X%

and All 
alacoicat 
luaUnab 
100.00%

190.0
208.7
228.0

261.6
335.6
4415

2210
255.0
2765

2071 
227.0 
2414

180.6
199.3
1985

209.4
241.4
269.8

Ail 
electrical 
aiateriaie 
cxcbtdûif 

lauipe aiui
Ughi 

fitUuge
BRISBANE

228.8 
269.7
317.9

Mtchanicti unici anttpom
Phanbutf maUnaU

Air

dilhMMg 
72.8/%

Fir« 
pntactiou 

I3M%
atcalaton 

I4J5%

AU
and macttanical

aerweer 
i00X)O%

Hydraulic 
P*i""biug 

5035%

w# 
yUauUiag 

34^3%

AB 
/dua^iug 
DMfaPMlr 
IOOM%

200.0
2132
231.1

186.9
2105
233.4

261.0
275.6
304.1

206.9
233.1
241.7

2005
228.6
340.7

1943 
215.3 
240.6

184.7 
2G21 
2275

194.1 
2175 
236.1

Ji)88-39-
1YÌ5 355.6 260.1 237.6 201.6 250.0 282.7 220.4 2192 283.5 229J 234.9 2229 213.1 225.6

2989-90- 
July 
August 
Sepember 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Fdmxary 
March 
hfiy'p 

June p

219.0 
220.6 
2219
234.7 
225.9 
227.6 
23C.2 
230.8 
232.0 
233.1 
233.8 
235.9

355.6 
359.2 
408.0 
418.1
434.6 
441.2 
446.4 
443.6
481.9 
5011 
504.3 
504.3

261.4 
266.0 
2675 
267.6 
2710 
270.7
273.8 
2715 
275.1 
293.1 
298.5 
299.6

237.6 
238.0
238.0 
2384
240.0 
243.4
244.1
244.1 
2445
245.2 
247.9
248.1

201.8 
201.8 
202.4 
202.4 
202.4 
203.0 
203.2 
1921 
1921 
193.4 
193.4
193.4

250.3
251.6 
2612
264.4
268.8
271.3
273.0
267.8
2761
282.8
284.7
284.9

2819 
285.1
3025 
306.3 
3135 
317.3 
320.0 
3x8.8 
3318 
342.9 
346.2 
3465

2216 
225.0
227.9
228.7
229.9
230.7 
231.7
233.1 
235.6
235.7 
2365
235.9

2191
2191
234.0
234.0
231.0
235.7
238.7
238.7
238.7
246.4
246.4
246.1

285.3
284.6 
299.3
304.6 
304.0
305.6
306.9
307.4 
311.0
3195 
310.9
310.1

231.1 
2317 
2375
238.9 
239.6
241.9 
243.0
244.3 
246.7 
248.9 
248.3 
247.7

2355 
237.9 
340.0
2425 
2415 
239.1
238.9 
241.6 
243.8
2418 
2441 
241.3

22S.6 
226.6
234.4 
2351 
234.9
238.9 
241.8 
2411 
2511
251.9 
2512 
251.4

2151 
215.3 
2155
225.0 
226.1 
2274
230.6 
2313 
2360
234.8
235.8
235.8

2269 
228.3 
230.7 
2355 
235.0 
2354) 
2364 
2384 
2413
241.3 
2414
240.9

Aogttttp
236.1 
2in.\

502.7
502.7

293.6
294.3

252.3
2514

1962
196.2

286.3
286.4

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

2016
219.7
235.6

289.7
307.6
390.7

187.6
191.3
194.0

201.4
218.0
230.2

181.3
190.0
191.6

210.4
222.9
244.7

347.0 
347,1

ADELAIDE
2301 
245.0
2805

236.1
235.7

205.8
219.4 
2351

226.9 330.0 190.4 2»ó 186.3 227.8 255.9 2252

246.1
246.1

191.6 
195.9
2005

200.8

3117
3146

260.9
2755
303.2

283.4

248J 
248.3

211.7
234.3
340.3

230.3

2411 
239.6

255.8 
255.0

235.8
235.8

241.4 
2405

207.6 
234.1
248-7

220.0
2352
261.0

193.3
202.9
223.0

204.4
223.4
2415

238.9 241.9 210.1 2292

2989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
Novaxibex 
December 
January 
Fekmiary 
March

229.4 
230.1 
231.4 
232.2
233.4
234.7 
235.9 
2^1.5 
2381
240.0 
241.4 
243.1

/W-W— 
luiyp 
August p

243.9
244.0

3310 
3311 
3695 
370.1 
386.1 
393.0 
393.0 
3915 
419.9 
433.8 
433.8
433.8 

433.8
433.1

191.9 
190.4 
191.1
192.3 
191.3 
1925
194.1
194.3 
194.1 
194.1
1995 
202.2 

2012
204.8

225.3 
2255
226.4 
226.4
228.3 
2295 
2295
229.1 
233.9
234.8 
234.8 
238.6

238.9
238.7

188.0 
191.3 
193.9 
193.8 
19C.4 
190.4 
191.1 
1911 
\931 
190.2 
1901 
194.9 

19Ì.9
194.9

229.4 
230.4 
239.8 
240.0
2425 
244.4 
244.8
244.7 
2518 
2545 
255.1
258.3 

258.4
258.5

157.2 
256.8 
270.8
271.2 
2775 
280.7 
281.0
280.7 
2916 
297.9
298.8 
301.1 

301J 
301.3

226.3 
227,7
230.6 
230,4 
230,9
234,3 
235.1
236.3 
2405 
241,9
243.3 
245.6

246.1
2472

201.7 
197.0 
194.2 
194.4
195.4 
1975 
2012 
2011
203.7 
206.0 
206.1 
2055 

205.8
207.4

285.2 
2^5 
299.2 
304.6
303.9 
3055
306.8 
307.8 
310.0 
316.8
307.7 
3061

307.8
308.2

231.4 
231.7 
2355 
236.2 
236.6
239.6 
240.9 
2410 
2455 
2A1,8 
2an.6 
248.9

249.6
250.7

237.9 
237.7 
116.8 
250.1 
2505
249.9 
245.8 
2491 
251.0 
254.0 
2555
255.8 

255.9
256.6

241.9 
249.7
257.6 
2616
260.9 
2617 
2619
263.0 
267.6 
267.8
267.8 
267.9

268.6
267.1

210.1
210.1
210.1
2152
219.1
219.1
2302
2311
2314
2314
2314
2314 

2314
2314

22».t 
229 8 
2355 
239.7 
241.1 
241.0 
242.9 
2451 
246.9 
2485 
2491 
2494

249.6
249.7

For footnote see end of table.



V^Ut :)

1987-88
1988-89 
1989-90 p

/985-S9—

¡989‘9(^ 
July 
AuguA 
September 
October 
November 
!>eccenber 
January 
Febniary 
March

Junep

¡990~9t—

AugiWp

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90p

1989-90- 
July 
August 
S^onber 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
nSp^P

/9S)O-9/— 
Julyp 
Augaftp

TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS-^ccMiny«/ 
____________________________ (Base of each iadci: Year 1979-BO s 100,0)

EUctrical naîtnaii

AU inttps 

ttUctricai 
iHoUnait

imchariical COA-
CoHdùi 

a»d
(¿tfforr occAMoh«
20ß6% 9.g7<.

SwiicA-

and

28.^

and

4025%

AU 
tltcOical 
naunait 
iOO.00%

AU 
»¡tciricat 
nauriala

lampt and 
Uiht 

fittings

Mtduaùc^ stnncts coHtpontma
PtuHihûig inaUnott

194.5
214.3
232,7

223.8

224.7 
225.2 
227.9
229.3 
229.5 
23X3 
233.7 
234.9 
236.7 
238.3 
238.6 
241.0

24X1 
242.7

18X5 
198.0 
209.2

2CM.1

204.9
206.2
206.7
207.9
207,6
208.0
208.6
209.3
211.5
212.3
213.4
214.0

213.9
214.5

For footnoLe sec end of table.

337.1
439.3 
508.8

464.4

464.4 
463.3 
4805
489.7 
496.2
499.5
499.5 
498.2
502.4
570.7 
570.6
570.6

574.7
574.9

255.7
306.6
353.2

3061

304.6 
304.6 
335,2
335,2 
334,9 
364,2
365,0 
364.1
379.4 
374.2 
38X3
394.9

396.0
386.0

209.1
236.3
251.1

242,1

24X5 
244.8 
243.6 
244.7 
244.7 
247.6 
250.0 
250.3 
251.0 
262.0 
264.3 
267.4

265.3
267.4

203.8
225.4
223.9

223.1 
222.8 
2X4.6 
225.4 
225.4
224.8 
222.5 
223.4 
223.4 
224.4
224.4 
222.1

222.0 
22X4

224.0
238.0
250.3

243.4

244.0 
244.0 
244.6 
244.5
246.6
249.0 
251.2 
252,9 
253.2
257.0 
257.6 
259,3

260.1
260.4

244.7
265.8
278,4

274.2

274.1
274.6
274.4
274.9
276.7
278.2
278.5
278.9
281.1
282.5
282.6
284.7

285.1
285.4

203.6
213.0
211.0

238.1
270.0
288.8

PERTH
261.3
308.4
341.3

214.3 277.9 320.8

Air

dMMtiru 
72Ui%

Fin 
pnucUon 

¡3.04%

EUvaton

Ï4.t3%

AU
tuid Hucfuiucat HydnatUc 

plUHtbilU DMLMtt 
50J5% i4J^

Hoof 
attU AU

7o?o^

208.3
222.5
2375

230.8

196.9
228.6
244.4

234.8

261.1
275.8
304.5

283.7

214.3
230,9
247,9

238.8

191.6
211.8
233.9

202.0
219.7
246.0

185.6
207.8
231.9

191.0
211.6
234.9

214.1 230.1 218.7 218.0

214.4
214.3
214.0
209.0
209.1
211.7
210.8
209.6
209.6
209.6
209.6
209.7

278X 
nil 
281.7 
281,7 
283.7 
286.4 
286.9 
286.7 
287.7 
304,2 
304,6 
3053

321.2 
321X 
327.3 
330.6 
334.0 
336.8 
338.2 
338,7 
340.4 
368.0 
368.7 
370.0

231.6
234.6
234.6
234.8
237.6
238.6
238.8
237.2
237.4
241.2
241.4
242.3

235.2
236.7
238.0
240.3
241.2
242.7
244.4
245.3
246.9
253.2
253.5 
2555

2855 
284.8 
2995 
304.9
304.2 
305.8 
307.1 
307.6
311.2 
320.0 
311.9 
311.0

239.7 
24X0 
244.2 
245.4 
2475 
248.6 
249.2 
248.2 
249.1 
253.9 
253.0 
253.7

215.4
226.8
231.4
234.2
233.9
233.4
233.4
234.7
234.8
242.2
244.1
242.2

234J 
234J 
240,2 
244X 
2465 
247.0 
247.0 
246.3 
249.4 
248.6 
256.3 
257.7

218.7
218.7
218.7
228.6
228.6 
2295
236.3 
240.1
240.8
240.8
240.8
240.8

219.3 
225.0 
228.2
233.7 
233.9 
234.0
236.4 
238.3 
239.0 
24X6
244.7 
244.0

209.7
210.0

179.8
190.4
190.3

194.1

194.0 
1935 
191.9 
190.2 
191.0 
1915 
187.6
188.4 
188.4 
188.4 
188.4 
189.8

189.6
189.6

306.4
306.8

216.9
240.1
253.2

243.7

243.2 
243.1 
249.0
248.5 
249.3 
256.1
2545 
254.9 
258.7
258.1 
259.9 
263.4

261.6
261.7

371.5
372.0

HOBART
241.8
273.4
295.7

240.2
242.0

195.9
206.5
222.4

277.1 215.3

256.0
256.6

186.5
213.1
220.5

216.6

313.7
315.7

265.0
287.5
308.6

295.6

252.6
254,3

204.4
218.8
234.3

226.8

24X7 
243.3

Ï76.2
192.6
202.5

200.0

264X 
257X

172J 
186.2 
2O4J

201.8

240.8
240.8

189.3
208.7
232,3

220.6

245J 
244.4

180.2
197.3
213.1

2O7J

276.4 
276.5 
2915 
2S1.9
288.6 
299.5 
299.6 
299.7
306.1 
305.1
308.0 
313.0

215.5
217.3
219.0
220.4
219.6
219.9
221.6
224.2
227.0
227.3
228.5
228.3

216.6
216.6
216.6
216.6
216.6
216.6
216.6
216.7
228.3
228.3
228.3
228.3

296.6 
296.3 
301.2
306.6 
305.7
306.5 
307.7 
308.5 
311X 
324.7 
319.4 
319X

227.1 
228.4 
230.3 
232.1
231.4 
231.7 
233.2 
235.1
239.1 
241X 
241.3 
241X

197.6 
199.9 
2015 
20X7 
199X
197.1 
198.7 
20X7 
206.8 
207.4
209.0 
2075

200.7 
200.7 
2015
2015 
201.7 
201.7
201.8 
201.8
209.6 
209.6 
209.6
209.6

220.6 
220.6 
221.0 
231.1
231.2 
231.4 
23X9 
239.7
239.7 
239.7
239.7 
239.7

206.1 
207.3 
208.3 
21X4 
210.7
209.7 
211.1 
2155 
218.7
219.0 
219.8 
2190

310.1
310.3

227.0
228.6

228,3 
228.3

320.8 
323.4

240.4
242.0

204.9
209.7

209.1 
21X1

237.3
237.5

216.8
219.7

B
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TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERiALS-><oMuiMad 
(Base of eacB bdex: Year 1979-80 a 100.0)

Eltctrieai Htattriab

Value weighi(a)

AU groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials 

and 
mechanical 

services

Con-
Conduit 

and
ductors accessories
20.96% 9.87%

Swiicb- 
boards 

ami 
swUeh-

gear 
28.92%

Lamps 
and 

light 
fittings 
40.25%

Ail 
electrical 
materiab 
100.00%

AU 
electrical 
materials 
exduding 

lamps and 
light 

fittings

Mecfatiical services cotHponeius

Air 
con- Fire

ditioning protection
72.81% 13.04%

Elevators 
and 

escalators 
14.15%

AU 
mechanical 

services 
100.00%

Hydratdic

Piumbi/tg materais

Roc/ 
and 
roof

plumbing Drainage plumbing
50.55% 14.52% 34.93%

AU 
plunging 
materials 
100.00%

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

190.5
208.5
224.5

301.3
369.7
447.7

210.3
232.8
244.5

206.5
222.9
236.4

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SDC STATE CAPITAL CITIES

193.5
206.2
211,2

221.5
247.9
271.3

240.3
276.0
311.9

207.5
220.8
238.3

192.0
211.2
227.5

261.3
274.5
297.9

213.1
227.2
245.3

206.1
231.5
245.7

205.8
222.6
246.1

1873
2062
228.6

199.6
221.4
239.8

¡988-89— 
June 216.1 394.5 236.2 230.6 209.3 256.9 289.0 228.4 218.6 281.1 234.6 237.4 232.0 216.8 229.4

; 989-90— 
July 
August 
September 
OcU^r 
November 
December 
January 
February

217.8
219.2
220.6
221.9
222.6
223.6
225.3
226.3

394.2
392.7
431.7
436,1
444.8
446,9
446.9
442.8

237.4
238.7
238.9
238.6
239.3
240.0
241.6
244.6

230.8
231.2
231.4
232.0
234.1
237.5
237.9
238.5

212.7
210.8
211.5
210.2
212.6
212.9
210.7
210.8

258.4
257.6
266.1
266,7
270.1
271.7
271.1
270.8

289.2
289.1
302,9
304.7
308.9
311.4
311.8
311.2

229.6
232.5
234.5
235.0
236,0
237,9
238.5
239.8

219.9
220.7
222.1
223.8
224,3
226.5
228.9
229.3

283.0
282.2
293.0
297.8
297.6
299.2
300.3
301.3

235.9
238.0
241,2
242.4
243.2
245.1
246.0
247.2

237.3
240.2
244.3
245.8
246.8
245.9
243.5
245.8

234.1 
236.0 
2433
244.2 
244.7 
245.5
244.9 
245.4

217.0
216.5
216.7
225.7
227.1
227.4 
232.3
234J

229.8
231.3
234.6
238.6
239.6
239.4
239.8
241.7



TABLE 7. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS—CANBERRA
(Base «r each hMlex: year 1966-S7 > 100.0)

i

h Q

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90 p

1996-119^

1989-90-- 
July

SefHember 
Ooiober 
November 
December 
January 
Fdxuary 
March
nEïi

June P

1990-91— 
July p

ViWm«
1987-88 
1988-89
1989-90p

JS»9.90- 
July 
Augus 
Sepianba 
Ootobcr 
Novembet 
December 
January 
F^Huary 
Siarch

ÎS"

I9SI0-91—
Myp

StntctunU 
ivw6«r
1077 
1X8 
1334

131.8

131.8 
133.0 
133.0 
133.0
133.0 
133.0 
1323 
133.2 
1X2
1X7 
1X7 
1X7

134.7
135.2

All;n>i<pr 
txcbidMg 
tUcoical 
maUruds

machanical 
sarvicas

111.1 
121.6 
1M.7

125.9

1X5 
127.7 
1X7 
1X8 
129.3 
129.4 
131.2 
131.9 
1329 
133.9 
133.8 
133.7

135.0
135.0

bricli

1X5 
1328 
151.6

143.8

143.8
149.8
149.4
149.4
150.6
150.6
1.50.3
153.5
156.0
155.8
155.1
154.3

155.9
156.7

ioST 
1126 
117.8

113.1

113.0 
1152 
114.6 
114.6 
114.6 
114.6
119.9 
1X8 
1215 
1215 
1215 
1215

127.1 
1270

ErtCfut 
coiKnu 
fumàiciii

106.1
116.0 
1X3

1192

126.8 
127.3 
128.1 
126.6 
127.4
127.4 
129.7 
129.7 
1320 
132.0
132.0 
1320

1320 
130.0

GalMniaad 
Staal 

dadàng. 
cladding.

ïîu" 
1X6 
1275

125.3

1255 
1255 
125.5 
127.2 
1275 
1275 
128.6 
128.6 
128.6 
128.6 
128.6 
128.6

128.6 
1321

StnicPtral 
Staal
1092 
118.8 
1X0

126.4

125.8 
127.3
131.1 
131.1 
1329
133.9 
134.7 
135.2 
138.6 
138.7 
133.6 
133.6

140.6
141.2

Aftilw’wtMW

116.0
143.3
156.9

1552

1552 
155.2 
155.2 
1552 
155.2 
155.2 
156.8 
159.8 
161.1 
159-6 
157.2 
157.2

156.3
154.5

Staal 
vnndtnas. 

doors.

111.4 
121.1 
128.6

123.0

123.0 
123.0 
124.7 
1X7 
1X7 
1X7 
133.1
133.1 
133.3 
1328 
133.3 
133.3

133.3
1346

EHiUtn'

105.6 
113.3
1223

1172

118.2 
119.9 
120.6
119.8
121.6 
1224 
1224
122.4 
124.1 
1255
124.1 
126.7

1X7 
1X7

TABLE 0.1.NDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS—CANBERRA 
(Base of each index: Year 19S6-B7 x 100.0)

ElMtncal maUnaü

Co«-
Conduit 

and
ditciors acctssorw
20.65%

143.3
187.2
241.1

10,71%
118.3
142.1 
1515

205.4

205.9 
205.9
214.2 
X3.0 
2X.8 
in.^ 
2n.% 
240.9 
262.3 
272.2 
2726 
272.5

2725 
273.5

147.1

150.0
149.0
1490
149.3
150.1
150.4
150,9
151.5
154,5 
1X9
154.4
154.4

154.8
154.8

Swuch- 
board/ 

a/td

28.1
ew

118.6
127.5
133.2

130.6

1321 
132.1
132.2 
1322 
132,2
133.1
133.6 
133.6
133.6 
134.4 
134.4
135.2

135.2 
135.2

123.9 
1384
1415

140.3

141.3 
141.3
141.3 
141.3 
141.3
141.3 
141.3 
141.3
141.1 
1421 
1422
1422

1422
1428

1105 
124.3
1312

1282

1X2 
1X3 
1X.3
1X9 
1292 
1295 
133.1 
1X7 
1X7 
1X7 
1X7 
133.7

133.7
133.7

Mmi- 
ivmu

1X5 
138.3 
1462

140.6

138.9 
1X6 
148.3
1475 
147.1
146.8 
148.8 
145.8
145.6 
145.7 
1505
150.0

1502
1499

and
Ughi 

fitting/ 
40.64%

1X3 
121.5 
1X1

Ail 
«iactncal 
mal/rial/ 
100.00%

119.9 
1X0 
1X2

AU 
/lt£tncal 
mattrials 
t/cbtduig 

tamps and 
kght 

fi/dngs
127.1 
150.9 
lX.O

MtcftoMcal strvicu comporuttu
PlMmbiAf mourut O

125.4

128.7 
128.7
128.7
129.4
129.4
129.4
129.4 
129.4
129.6
132.6 
1327
132.7

1327
132.2

145.7

147.9
147.8
149.5
153.7
1X.8
155.1
155.3
156.0
160.8
164.3
164.4
164.6

164.6
164.6

(a> CoCTipMiuon «id weighung u al refenaicc baac year 1986-87; see paragiapli 4 of Explanatory Notea,

r

159.6

161.0 
160.8
163.8
170.4
172.1
172.6 
173.0
174,2 
1821
186.0 
186.1
186.4

186.5
186.8

- 'i- -
T

dilioning 
6957%

110.9 
1X9
1X5

Fît»

12.15%
107.A 
117.9 
1X9

Eltvaion

ucaiatort 
IS.43%

104.5 
108.4
118.9

AU
oHd ntckoHicai

100.00%
109.3 
118.2
1X3

HyUmUic 
piunbing 

60.41%
\2i.7 
137.9 
149.8

OMd AU

125.6 122.3 111.9 122.7 1423

Dreianf« pitaitbing
12.06% 27J3%

rwi/ pÎumbiHg

110.0 
1226 
134.3

126.2

110.6
121.6
131.6

128.4

■wttndlf
100.00%

117.8 
131.6
1429

126.5
128.4
129.0
129.7
130.0
130.0
130.2
131.2
132.0
132.3
133.0
133.8

1X8 
1X1 
1X7 
127.9 
1X7 
1».O 
l».0 
129.8 
133.3 
1X1 
133.8 
133.8

1126 
1123 
117.2 
118.9 
118.7 
119.4 
1X0 
1X2 
121.4 
1X8 
121.2 
1X.8

1X0 
125.1 
1X6 
1275 
127-7 
1279 
1X2 
129.0 
130.2 
131.0 
130.9 
131.4

144.3 
145.3 
148.9 
149.6 
149.6 
149.8
150.6 
151.4 
1527 
1527 
151.7 
1515

1X2 
131.3 
133.0 
133.1 
1X6 
1X6 
1X.4
1X.4 
in.6 
1X6 
1X6 
1X6

129.2 
129.7 
129.7 
131.9 
131.3 
131.3 
1321 
1323
1323 
132.3 
1335 
1335

G
136J

1X3 
1X3 
141.7 
1428 
1425 
1426 
1435 
144.1 
1452 
145.3 
145.0 
144.9

133.5
133.7

134.2
134.2

121.8
122.6

1315 
131.7

1523
1521

141.3
140.6

1335
1327

145.8
145.4
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains the Price Index of 

Materials Used in Building Other than House Building on

Cbtssification!; used
6.

k

4

reference base 1979-80 100.0 for the six State capital
cities, 1981-82 = KXl.O for Darwin and 1986-87 = 100.0 
for Canberra. The Appendix lo Ihe February 1981 issue of 
this publication contains a more detailed description of the 
index and its relationship with previous indexes. A 
detailed description of the previous index is contained in 
Labour Report No. 58, 1973 (Ref. No. 6.7).

Scope and composition
2. The index measures change.s in prices of selected
materials used in the construction of buildings other than 
houses. It includes 68 items for the six Sute capital cities, 
64 items for Darwin and 67 items for Canberra, which arc 
combined into 10 industry of origin groups and an ‘All 
groups’ index. Table 1 presents ‘All groups’ index 
numbers for the weighted average of the six State capital 
ciues and for each of the cities separately. Although many 
of the selected materials are also used in house building, 
in building repair, maintenance and alterauon work, and 
in engineering construction work (e.g. projects such as 
roads, dams, bridges and the like), the weighting pattern 
of the index is not applicable to these other activities of 
the construction industry. In addition, since the weights 
are based on an average materials usage over a range of 
types of building within the defined area (building other 
than house building), the index is not necessarily 
applicable to any specific building or type of building.

Items and weights
3. The index is a fixed weights index. For the six State
capital cities the items were selected and allocated 
weights in accordance with the estimated average values 
of materials used in the construction of buildings other 
than houses commenced in the six Slate capital cities in 
the three years ended June 1977. This same weighting 
pattern is used for each of the six capital cities. Copies of 
the weighting patterns for the ‘All groups’ index and the 
indexes in Table 6 of this puolication are available from 
the ABS on request.

4. The weighting patterns for the Darwin and Canberra
indexes are based on the same information used lo 
construct the weighting patterns for the other capital 
cities, adjusted to account for differences in material 
usage and differences in price levels between Darwin, 
Canberra and the other cities. The list of selected iiems as 
well as the weights of the items for Darwin and Canberra 
are slightly different from those for the other capital cities. 
Copies of the weighting patterns for Darwin are available 
on request from the ABS. The weighting patterns for 
Canberra were shown in Appendix A of ihe November 
1987 issue of this publicatior

5. The weighting patterns referred to in paragraphs 3
and 4 are applied to local price measures for calculating 
index numbers for each capital city.

For the weighted average of the six Stale capital
cities the selected materials have been combined into 
broad groups on an industry of origin basis. Table 3 
presents index numbers for groups defined in terms of the 
Groups (3 digit-level) of the 1978 edition of the 
Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC); the 
percentage contributions for individual materials and 
groups are shown in Table Al of the Appendix lo the 
February 1981 issue of this publication. The ‘industry of 
origin’ is not necessarily identical with the industry wh’ch 
supplies the materials to builders. The ‘industry of origin’ 
is the industry in which ihe material is primarily 
produced, determined in accordance with the classification 
rules of the ASIC. For instance, many of the materials are 
sold to builders by wholesalers, but the materials are 
classified to the appropriate producing industries, rather 
than the wholesale trading industries. Some materials used 
in constructing buildings in Australia are imported. 
Imported materials are allocated to the same indusfry of 
origin as Australian produced materials.

Prices
7. Prices are collected at the mid-point of the month to
which the index refers, or the nearest trading day. They 
relate to specified standards of each material and are 
obtained from representative suppliers of materials used in 
building. In general the point of pricing is delivered on 
site but in some cases it has been necessary to use the 
nearest realistic price available, e.g. delivered to 
electrical contractor’s store’. Local prices are used in the 
indexes for each capital city.

8. As far as possible, actual transactions prices are
used in this index — that is the prices actually paid by 
building contractors or subcontractors to suppliers for 
materials delivered on building sites. The actual price paid 
for anything can, of course, be described in various ways. 
Instead of being described as a single price (as usually 
happens in retail shops) a price for a building material 
may be de.scribcd in terms of the components that make 
up the price — for instance ‘list price plu.s sales tax’, 
‘suppliers price plus freight’, ‘basic price less (particular 
types of) discount' and so on. It is these net prices that 
buyers pay lo sellers for materials that the ABS aims to 
use in compiling this price index.

9. The ABS asks respondent businesses to report details
of the discounts they offer so that actual transactions 
prices can be calculated. However as building materials 
suppliers offer many different types of discounts to buyers 
(e.g. trade discounts, settlement discounts, quantity 
discounts, competitive discounts) the identification of the 
discounts and the way in which they are applied by sellers 
pose considerable problems for the ABS. To the extent 
that discounts arc identified and measured their effects arc 
taken into account in calculating the index. Sometimes 
new discounts, or changes in the way discounts are 
applied by sellers, are identified only after index numbers 
for a particular period have been puMished. In such cases, 
or in any other case where it is discovered that incorrect
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prices have been used in compiling the indexes, revision.s 
to index numbers will occur in subsequent issues of this 
publication.

10. To minimise the incidence of revisions, the ABS has 
stringent procedures to verify that prices reported in its 
mail collections are transactions prices net of discounts.

11. Sales taxes levied on building materials are included 
in the prices used to compile the index. Materials used in 
the construction of Commonwealth, State and Local 
Government owned buildings are exempt from sales tax; 
materials used in most non-government ‘health’ and 
‘education’ buildings are also exempt. At any particular 
time when there is a change in the rate of sales tax on 
building materials, the movement in the index takes into 
account the proportion of materials sold subject to sales 
tax and the proportion of materials exempt from sales tax.

12. The Appendix to the September 1986 issue explains 
more fully the treatment of sales tax. The conversion 
factors published in Tables 1 and 2 of the Appendix allow 
users, if they wish to do so, to convert published index 
numbers for September 1986 and subsequent months to 
either include the full effects of sales tax changes or 
exclude entirely the effects of sales tax changes. 
Conversion factors for the period September 1981 to 
August 1982, September 1982 to August 1983, September 
1983 to September 1985, and October 1985 to August 
1986 are available from the ABS on request.

13. The Appendix to the February 1981 issue of this 
publication contains a detailed explanation of the 
measurement of price change for materials supplied to 
individual order.

Index numbers for selected materials.
14. Table 4 contains index numbers for selected 
materials used in constructing buildings other than houses 
for the weighted average of the six Stale capital cities. In 
general these indexes relate to either single items or 
combinations of items as shown in the weighting pattern 
published in Table Al of the Appendix to the February 
1981 issue of this publication. Table 5 contains index 
numbers for selected major materials for each State capital 
city separately. Table 7 contains corresponding index 
numbers for Canberra. li
Index numbers for special combinations of materials
15. Table 6 contains index numbers for the following 
special combinations of materials, for each Slate capital 
city and the weighted average of the six State capital 
cities.

(a) ’All groups excluding electrical materials and 
mechanical services components’. This index series 
is a continuation of the series described as the 
‘Special purpose’ index in publications prior to the 
February 1981 issue.

(b) ‘Electrical materials’. This index series is a con­
tinuation of the ‘Electrical installation materials’ 
series previously released in the publication Price 

Index of Electrical Installation Materials (6409.0) 
discontinued in February 1981.

(c) ‘Mechanical services components’.

(d) ‘Plumbing materials’.

Table 8 contains corresponding index numbers for 
Canberra.

Interpretation and analysis
16. Care should be exercised when interpreting 
month-to-month movements in the indexes as short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend.

17. The separate city indexes measure price movements 
over time in each capital city individually. They do not 
measure differences in price levels between cities.

18. Index numbers for financial years are simple 
averages of monthly index numbers. All index numbers 
for the current month and the three previous rw'jis ¿re 
preliminary and subject to revision. However, U may be 
necessary from time to time to revise index numbers for 
earlier periods if incorrect prices for those periods are 
detected or if the sample of prices used to compile the 
indexes is found to be unsatisfactory.

19. Movements in indexes from one period to another 
can be expressed as changes in ‘index points’ or as 
percentage changes. The following example illustrates the 
method of calculating index points changes and 
percentage changes between any two periods.

Weighted average of six State capital cities—
All groups index number — Julv 1990:
less All groups index number — June 1990: 
Change in index points:

239.5
238.6 
+0.9

+0.9 
=------ X 100 = +0.4Percentage change

238.6
20. Table 1 includes percentage changes to indicate the 
following movements in index numbers:

• movements between consecutive financial years
• movements between corresponding months of 

con.sccutive years
• movements between consecutive months.

21. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contributions 
made by selected major building materials to the monthly 
change in the All groups index for each city separately 
and for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. 
These contributions are expressed in terms of All groups 
index points. The table shows for example, that in August 
1990 tlie All groups index for the weighted average of the 
six State capital cities increased by 0.6 index points, of 
which -0.01 index points were contributed by structural 
limber. Similarly, the table shows that the All groups 
index for Sydney increa,sed by 0,8 index points, of which 
-0.03 index points were contributed by structural timber.
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Related publkatiotts
22. Users may also wish to refer to the following {nice 
index publications which are available on request;

Í

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six 
State Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0)—issued 
monthly

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing 
Industries, Australia (6411.0)—issued monthly

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing 
Industry, Australia (6412.0)—issued monthly

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia 
(6410.0)—issued monthly

23. Other ABS publications which may be of intoest 
include:

Award Rales of Pay Indexes. Australia (6312.0>—issued 
monthly

Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia 
(6302.0)—issued quar erly

24. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics
25. As well as ihe statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS may have other relevant 
unpubli.shed data available. Inquiries should be made to 

the contact in the Phone Inquiries box at the front of this 
publication.

Symbols and other usages

n.a.
P

nil, or rounded to zero 
not available
preliminary—figures subject to revision 
figures revised since previous issue

Electronic services
DISCOVERY. Key *656# for selected current economic, 

social and demographic statistics.

AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series are 
available on this ABS on-line service 
through PAXUS COMNET. For further 
information phone the AUSSTATS Help 
Desk on (06) 252 6017.

TELESTATS. This service provides:
• foreign trade statistics tailored to users’ 

requirements. Further information is 
available on (06) 252 5404.

• text and tables for selected Main 
Economic Indicator publications. 
Further information is available on 
(06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available on 
floppy disk. Further information is 
available on (06) 252 6684.

w. McLennan 
Acting Australian Statistician
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