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Summary of Thesis

.This study 1is concerned with g2 inscriptions from the 9th to
early 10th century A.D. The main topic of this study is to
analyze the 01d Javanese women s roles in the society. 29
inscriptions show women from this period can be categorised into
high and 1low status groups. Both groups are found involved in
social, administrative, religiocus, econcmic, and juridicial

activities.

The result of this study shows that 0ld Javanese women seem
to have been less equal to men, especially when we analyze how
many women were actively taking part‘in each activity. Almost. in
every activity where women participated actively or passively,
they are mentioned as the wife of someone and usually their name
appeared after their husband’s. This situation seems tec indicate
that in the majority cases, women’'s titles function as the status
markers rather than role and -function markers. The other
important finding is that +the information given in those
inscriptions relates mainly to high status women and only for a

very limited range of situations.
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INTRODUCTION
I.a. Background

The concept that women are weak and irrational has had
a very long history. Emmanuel Kant, a Germap phiiosopher,
stated that it was very hard to believe that women could
understand . principles. Arthur Schopenhauer, another German
philosopher, also suggested that women were always left
behind. They had no ability to think clearly ana to reflgct.
Women were Ato be positioﬁed between children and men, and
finally, they were to be accepted only as. a reproduction
element (Deckard 1875, Arief Budiman 1982). Lord
Chesterfield, an English writer, said that women in fact are
children despite their large appearance. They can entertain
people surrounding them, but they cannot participate with men
in thinking through sbmething more complicated. The main task
for women, he thought, was to bring up their children
(Deckard 1975:2-3). Certain schoiars see the reproduction
role of women as having a special value for women which is
difficult for men to match (Reid 1988:829, Webster 1875:151-
2). But others see it as having less.value and that this
causes women to remain socially powerless. Moreover, they

assume that women’s child bearing role can be seen as an



agent of their widespread oppression. Kathleen Gough says,

...because of their monoply over weapons, and
because freedom from child care allows them (men)
to enter specialized economic and political roles,
some men-especially ruling class men-acquire power
over men and over women... (Gough as cited by
Webster 1975:148)

Apart from being seen as weak human beings, women are
sometime also seen as strong but "dangerous human beings"

because they can use their beauty for negative purposes.

Maybe it can be said that women are not equal to 'men;
they 1really have different functions. Rayna Reiter 1in the
introduction of her book says that women often lag behind men
‘because what they really do, according to man’'s perspective,
is houshold work, what they talk about is less important than
men s talk and can be called gossip, while men’s work is seen
as the economic base of society and their conversation as

important social communication (Reiter 1875:12).

Physically, it 1is accepted that man and woman are
different. And some people also accept that psychologically
they are different as well (Arief Budiman 1882:1). But, are
the positions mentioned above, which tend to argue that woman
cannot do man’'s work because she acts more emotionally than
he, to be accepted universally? Or, is it that the old
concept of "sexual divisions of labour”, which shows directly

that women’'s duties are "only" those of housewives who look



after households and children, and those of men are providing
enocugh food such as meat for their families by hunting or in
modern times by working outside, has been accepted too many
vears. People in general often tend to ignore the problem,
even though this causes women to be 1left backward and
uneducated in some societies, while men are given more

chances to develop..

What then of matriarchal societies? Or is it true that
male dominance has always been a characteristic of human
societies? Matriarchy, accordiﬁg to Webster, is the inverse
reflection of patriarchy: It means a society in which women
as a class have power and authority over men (Webstef
1875:142). More than that, matriarchy is often used as a term
to refer to female autonomy, mother/women rights, recognition
of the female principle, worship of goddesses, matrilineage,
women centerd social organization, and so forth (Bullock

1977:510).

Bachofen, who originally postulated the existence of
matriarchy as a social system, and Morgan, using the ancient
records of women rulers, female goddesses and also evidence
of societies iﬁ which descent is reckoned through the female,
suggested that in the very early stages of human development.
women had more power than men (Bullock 1877:510; Rosaldo &
Lamphere 1874:2-3). But in fact, the existence of matriarchy

is very controversial because even in matrilineal societies



we find that male dominance still existed.

Gough in her article "The Origin of the Family"”, argues
that there is no evidence to prove matriarchy. Even in early
societies women were also "the second sex, with greater or
lesser subordination to men and that from the start women
have been subordinate to men in certain key areas of status,
mobility and public leadership” (Gough as cited by Webster
1975:147-8). Webster is much more extreme on this matter. She
states that women s social position may be much better iﬁ
matrilineal societies, but the evidence to support the idea

that women had power is all talk. Moreover she says,

We do not agree with some of our sisters within
anthropology that any attention paid to the
matriarchy question is a waste of time at best, or
a destructive diversion at worst. The more we read,
the clearer it becomes that matriarchy is the only
vision we have of a societyin which women have
power, ... (Webster 1974:145).

As there has been a general assumption that evidence
for matriafchy is lacking and that reexamination of the issue
is needed, what is the status of the .opposite assumption that
male dominance has been there from the beginning ? Some
anthropologists seem to succeed in answering this question.
Friedl as one of them says that even in matrilineal societies
-in which almost every activity is reckoned -through females
inclﬁding the holding of property and inheritance, men still
get the most valuable prizes and control the society (Friedl

1975:4). However, the Marxists, as stated in Friedl, assert



that actually preclass societies were sexually egalitarian
and that male dominance which now exists in this type of
bsociety was the rqsult of colonial conquest (Friedl 1875:5).
Others say that the problem of sepdration between women and
ﬁen is recognised as the result of the Industrial Revolution.

For example, Eugene Lupri argued

In Marx’s term, it (the revolution) prepared the
stage for the ensuing oppression of women and the

family's subordination to the class relations. It
separated men from women and gave way to the
ideology of separate 'spheres® for men and
women, ..., the husband s responsibility came to be

understood as one of a wage earner, while the
wife's domain centered around what Zaretsky calls
"human values’, or the preservation of familial-
unity in terms of love, personal happiness, and
domestic felicity (Lupri 1878:3-4). '

R.O0. Whyte, in the first chapter of his book entitled
The Women of Rural Asia, recognised that women from most
parts of the world have questioned the value their societies
attribute to women’'s role and status. And Western women,
especially, have tried to find explanations‘ of their
subordinate ?osition in the history of human societies by
comparing problems expérienced with those of pre-industrial
societies or those of societies which developed along
different lines. Some evidence shows that women from the
latter societies had very important roles in the family and

in their national economies (Whyte 1882:1).

Talking about differences between women and men or



sexual roles in general is very difficult as thére is still
argumentation about whether the inequality is universal or
not. Some anthropologists say that based on cross-cultural
studies of female and male activities, it is a fact that in
general, cultural systems atfribute special wvalue to the
roles of men. Still, the recent research of anthropologists
and feminist—historians show that women may have more power,
more important roles and status in some cultural contexts and
under certain conditions. From their findings, it can bé
concluded that "women are not necessarily universally, or at

least not equally oppressed” (Webster 1875:154).

Southeast Asia, according to Penny van Esterik, as cited
in Shelley Errington’s article "Recasting Sex, Gender, and
Power: A Thedretical and Regional Overview"', is recognised as
an area where women possess high position (Er;ington 1880:1).
This conclusion 1is widely accepted not only by some
anthropologiéts, but also by some sociologists and
historians, who draw the same conclusion from the evidence of
old documents and other ancient remains. They  record that
women were noﬁ onlf street sellers or market sellers, but
also large-scale merchants and ship owners. And in politics,
women were often used as representatives or negotiators
because of their persuasive abilities. More than that, the
evidence alsb shows that female rulers or queens are quite

common (Kumar 1980; Reid 1888).

Errington argues this issue, and she states that gender



differences always exist, even in a region 1like Southeast
Asia in which the social and economic equality of women is
admissible. She assumes that women in Southeast Asias are seen
as having high status only because of their "bilateral" or
"cognatie" kinship in which every child is considered equal
to both 1its parents. Southeﬁst Asian women are élso
recognised as inheriting equal Wealth and noble titles with
other male family members. And another important point 1is
that Southeast Asian women are used to controlling family"
finances as they can earn money equally with their husbands.
In these societies, according to her, Southeast Asian women
can substitute in the absence of their male family members at
social functions or other events, and usually they have the
same rights (Errington 1890:3-4). Still, she tries to prove
that differences between sexes in Southeast Asia exist just
like in other part of the world, only because they are not
marked in the usual ways, they are not easily recognised. Any
small differences between the two sexes within these
societies can be understood as '"gender markers”. And as she
mentioned in her article, the gender difference is difficult
to see because the ideas of "power"” and "status" as the means

of understanding gender are not cross culturally the same.

Similar care is needed when considering the content of
matriarchy in O0ld Javanese society. It is believed that
matriarchy was characteristic of this society because women

held high positions and were active ip what are considered




elsewhere to be male activities. Many inscriptions provide
evidence that some positions which used to be held by men
such as officials who marked out a sima (free-holding 1lands),
and ruled independent areas and were active 1in sacred
ceremonies, were also given to women. But, a problem arises
as to how equal their positions and their roles 1in ﬁhe
society were if we use the ideas that gender always exists in
any kind of society.and any small differences between the two

sexes can be understood as gender differences.

The status of women in sociafy will always be‘a subject
for debate. People can take varying approaches, depending on
their interests, the importance of thg subject to them, and-
on the value-system of the society which provides the

standards of evaluation.

In Indonesia, although it is still at a preliminary
stage, the study of women seems to be growing. But most of
the research that has already been, and still 1is being
conducted, is aboup inaonesian women in modern society. There
is a great deal more to be said about the roles and status of

women in the past if we wish to understand the whole society.

I.b. Purpose of this Study

It is assumed that 0ld Javanese inscriptions will prove

a valuable source of information about the position of women




in the societies to which they refer. In this context, the

following objectives apply

(1) to identify what kind of work was undertaken and what

positions ‘were held by women in the 0ld Javanese period,

(2) if women could use the full range of this so as to make
an important contribution to the society, this study also
intends to explore what kind of activities they undertoock in
connection with their positions, and the importance of those

activities to the society,

(3) if there is evidence that women could obtain the highest
positions in government, this study will analyze the

character of their leadership.

In general, this study hopes to present as comprehensive a
picture as possible of women in the 0ld Javanese period and

their place in society from the inscriptions.

I.c. Sources

Our knowledge about the past; in this case the 01d
Javanese period, 1is derived from many rsources that are
written and unwritten. An inscription is a kind of written
source which 1is often used to help people understand moré
about past history. Although we cannot get an absolutely
complete picture, much information about the economic,

sccial, and political situations of women can be acquired




from inscriptions.

This study is based on 01ld Javanese inscriptions,
especially from the 9th to early 10th century. This period is
known as the Central Javanese period because most of the
inscriptions and monuments up to 900 A.D. come from Central
Java and inform‘ us about rulers and their activities in
Central Javanese areas. A few separate ‘inscriptions and
monﬁments do in fact come from East Java, but, if we cohpare
these with those of Central-Java, we can see clearly that the
Central Javanese situation is much more established.
Furthermore, it is important to know about the roles and the
activities of women in the 0l1ld Javanese period from the

earliest times when written evidence is available.

There are 92 inscripticns from the period chosen which
will be used as the primary sources ( A 1is§ of these
ihscriptions is appended). The inscriptions were written on
either stone or copperplate, and most of them were written in
the dld Javanese language. The major focus in the content of
01d Javanese inscriptions was the establishment of =ima which
meant a change in the status of an area, usually known as a
,tax—ffee grant to an area, which could be a village or part
of a wvillage, a sawah or ricefields. The sima was usually
granted to a person, a group of people, or to the villagers
of one. village, and usually the money or other Qaluables
previously paid as tax were subsequently to be used for the

upkeep of religious foundations. Sima were usually given by

10



the royal family or their high officiﬁls (Rakai or Samgat),
and the gift was strengthened by a ceremony. Other matters
dealt with in the inscriptions are Juridical decisions,
repayment of debts which wererusually a personal matter, and
donations. And it is through all of these transactions, thaf
the study examines the position of women in the 0ld Javanese

period.

Buchari (1965:48) Areports that in the 1860s the then
Archaeological Service héld "almost 3000 estampages of stone
and metal inscriptions which have been found in wvarious
places in the Indonesian Archipelago.’ Despite the labours of
earlier epigraphists, and others since Buchari wrote, much
basic work remains to be done in almost all fields. Modern
scholars muét still begin with the 125 transériptions
published by J{L.A Brandes in Qld-Javanese Qorkonden (1813)
and the work of Stuart Cohen in KﬁHi_anandﬁn_in_EﬁQsmil&+
mgL_lnlgidinﬁ_gn_lxansgzigﬁig (1875). Although, according to
Van der Meer, misreadings have caused errors and omissionslon
occasion (Van der Meer 1979:xii), both publications are very

useful.

L.C.H. Damais’s Repertoire Onomastique de L 'Epigraphie
Javanaise (1970) is another informative and useful work. The
book contains lists of inscriptions from the earliest years
until Sindok’'s era (starting approximately in 928 A.D.) with
further information about other references and an

alphabetical list of words found in the inscriptions.
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Other publications which provide not only
transliterations and transcriptions, but also very detailed
commentaries are J.G. de Casparis’s Inscripties uit de
Cailendra-tiid. P S ti dari Z Cailend (1950)
and Selected Inscription from the 7th to 9th Century A.D,
(1856). Finally, another impo:tant publication is the 2
volumes of H.B. Sarkar’s Corpus of the Inscriptions of Java.
This contains inscriptions from 450 to 828 A.D., complete
with notes and glossaries in English. Other transcriptions
have been found scattered in articles, and some have not_beeﬁ
published, but will still be used as references in this

study.
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I1
WOMEN IN OLD JAVANESE SOCIETY
II.a.v Historical Background of the Society

It is generally assumed that the Indonesian archipelago
was reached by Indian traders at about the beginning of the
Christian era. The trading was begun maybe with only a few
simple items but then became mofe and more intensive and they
traded much more valuable, quality products. In the case of
the cultural history of Indonesia, trading with ’Indian,>
Chinese or even Europeans in the 1later period is also
recognised as the cause of the coming of foreign influence.
India especially, was very important because its influence
was dominant so that the early period of Indonesién history
is recognised as the "Hindu-Indonesia" history or the

"Hindu-period"” of Indonesia.

There are various explanations of hoﬁ Indian
civilization came to Indonesia and influenced the society.
Was 1t because bf the traders, the Brahman priests, or both ?
As is seen most of the ancient remains in Indonesia are in
religious characters such as temples, sculptures, and sacred

literatures.

13




It was Krom who suggested for the first time that the
Indonesian people were as active as the Indian in this
process of Indianization. According to him, it is true that
the commercial relationship led to the acceptance of Hindu:
civilization. And more than that, the Indonesian and Hindu
cultural aspects gradually became mixed equally rather than
only the Hindu culture dominating the indigenocus Indonesian

(Bosch 1961:7).

Bosch also agreed with the idea of Indonesianl
initiative. Furthermore, he suggested that the important role
was played by the Erahmana. The FHrahmanas were accepted
because of their knowledge and wisdom, and when the trade was
developing, the local bhiksus could go to India as when they
got back they could spread their knowledge to other
Indonesians. Bosch called this condition the counter-current
(Bosch 1961:14). Van Leur takes a similar position .in his
book Indonesian Trade and Society. Accordingly, the contact
not only happened because of the Indian initiative but also
because of Indonesian initiative in going to India or
inviting Indian Brahmanas to Indonesia because they wanted to

develop their country to be like India (Van Leur 1855:88).

In fact there are many more discussions concerned " with
this matter, but basically most of them agree that the
Indians can be credited with transferring the new values and
idess, but it was the Indonesians who decided their

acceptance or not. Their abilities in accommodating to and

14




selecting foreign influences ensured the identity of the

indigenous culture did not dissapear.

The earliest kingdom in Java is'known to have existed
around West Java where some inscriptions found mentioned king
Purnavarman who had his capital city at Taruma, a place which
has been assumed as identical to what Chinese sources called
To-lc-mo. And, it is not until the séventh céntury that we
know from inscriptions that kingdoms existed in Central
Java. Most of those inscriptions up to 900 A.D., do come from
the Central Javanese area, only a few are found scattered in
East Java and the outer part of Java. This means clearly that
although the central kingdom of Java was in its central part,
settlements or possibly small kingdoms still existed in thé
eastern part. Right after 920 A.D., most inscriptions and
also sacred monuments were to be found in East Java with its

Singhasari and Majapahit kingdoms.

The Central Javanese kingdom, known as the Matafam
kingdom, is always linked to two dynasties: the Buddhistic
Sailendra dynasty and the Sivaistic Sanjaya dynasfy. It 1is
agreed that those two dynasties ruled in the same area of
.Central Java, but at around the middle of the ninth century,
they were united by marriage. We then find in the Mantyasih
inscription that the list of kings in Mataram derived only

from the Sanjaya line (Sartono 1990:87-120).

15



The term Sailendrawangsa is mentioned fof the first
time in the Kalasan inscription (778 A.D.), and appears in
other Sanskrit inscriptions such as the Kelurak 1inscription
(782 A.D.), the Abhayagiriwihara or the Ratu Baka inscription
(792 A.D.) and the Kayumwungaﬂ inscription (824 A.D.). The
same term 1is also found in the Ligor B inscription which,
accordiﬁg to Buchari’'s assumption, was published by king
Balaputradewa, the Sriwijayva king who identified himself as
the grandchild of one of the Javanese kings from the

Sailendra dynasty (Sartono Kartodirdjo 1980:87).

The question of the actual origin of the Sailendra
dynasty looks like the biggest problem in talking about the
first society of 01ld Java. Some scholars agree with Cogdes
and de Casparis who said that the Sailendra dynasty had 1its
roots in‘ Fu-nan or Cambodia. This is because of the same
meaning of the name Sailendra as “the king of the mountain”
and the name Parvatabhupala (the other name of Fu—nan)' as
“"the king of the mountain” too. According to Coedes and de
Casparis, right after the fall of the Fu-nan kingdom, most of
the family members ﬁent intb Java, taking with them their
traditional values, to form the Sailgndra dynasty
(Sartono Kartodirdjo 1880:88). But, this theory was very weak
and the opinion that Sailendra originated from Fu-nan or

possibly from the Southern part of India was always debated.

Another group of scholars believed that the Sailendra

were originally Indonesian. R. Ng. Poerbatjaraka suggested

18




that the Sanjaya dynasty from the Mataram kingdom originated
from the Sailendra dynasty,. who at first had Hinduism as-
their belief, and soon after Rakai Panangkaran ruled the
kingdom they changed their religion to Buddhism. Bgsed on
this opinion and especially from the Sankhara inscription
(8th century A.D.) which mentions that there was only one
dynasty wha had the power 1in Java between thé 8th to mid 9th
century. The Sanjaya dynasty was the inheritor 'of the
Sailendra and they continously ruled the Mataram kingdom when
it was -still in Central Java. It is because they changed
their religion from Sivaism to Mahayana Buddhism during the
era of Rakai Panangkaran Dyah Sangkhara érz
Sanggramadhanjaya, and changed again to Sivaism in the reign
of Rakai Pikatan that there appears to be more than one
dynasty at the same time (Poesponegoro 1990:88—93). However,
we have to imagine that it was possible for some members of
the family to stay with their original religion and not
change to any other, especially as there 1is evidence for
the two religious characters that are Siva and Buddha, found

in the temples belonging to this period.

While the Mataram kingdom itself continued, there were
changes of kings from about the middle of the 7th century
A.D. to the 10th Century A.D., when they still governed in
the Central Javanese area, and from the 10th century A.D. to
the 11th century A.D. when-they moved the kingdom to East

Java. Those times witnessed intense building gnd literary

17



activities coloured by Indian culture, although the style or
art, for example, was not purely Indian and some buildings
are claimed to have a pre-Indian style. Krom suggested that
what we see in Indonesian art and architecture is the "Hindu-
Javanese', the style introduced by Indonesia which shows
familiarity with concepts of Indian art and translates these
into special forms which could accommodate Indonesian

concepts (Krom 1931:128-129).

What about society? In fact, our knowlédgé of thg
Mataram society itself can be said to be very general. Until
now most evidenée found determines that the early Indonesian
history 1is of a "courtly" nature (Van Leur 19585:110). It 1is:
mostly about what was happening in the palace, what kind of
art style they possessed from the temples and other sacred
monuments, what kind of literature they liked, and also how
the study . of religion and cdharma was applied. Evidence of
what literature most appealed to the common people and other
features of‘their lives is hard to find. Some scholars agreed
that although thgre ﬁere various forms of foreign culture
influencing Indonesia, the influence was weak, which meant no
fundamental changes really occured. Indian culture, for
example, is said to have only touched the top 1layer of
Indonesian society and only certain agpects of life too (Van

Leur 1855:148).

Actually, whenever the Indian traders came to the

Indonesian archipelago, they met a special kind of 'society

18




which already had its own ideas of living, together with a
kind of value system that had existed continously and was
basically unchanged. When the foreign culture made contact,
some 1ideas were accepted and transcribed to their own need.
Van Leur cited the "pre-Hindu" cﬁltural situation from Krom,
who had observed the early history of Java using Brandes

research. He descripes the society as a

settled population ... somewhat organized poli-
tically, applying the wet field method of rice
growing with the complex system of irrigation
accompanying it, possessing knowledge of navigation
and the stars, working metal-bronze, copper, iron,
and gold, and probably holding domesticated cattle.
On a part of Java the dead were entombed in
megaliths of coffin and cromlech shapes, everywhere
on the island terraces were built up or tracked out
in the mountains as places of worship, probably
ancestor worship especially, in which rough statues
and piles of stones played a role" (Krom as cited
in Van Leur, 1955:83).

The 0l1ld Javanese was a complex‘society. We do know that
the society was influenced by Indian culture, but still the
kind and extent of influence is difficult to explain clearly
because if we trace it back to India, it was not really the

same.

The 01ld Javanese social stratification, according to
some inscriptions and literatures, was apparently modelled oﬁ
the Caturwarnal (the Indian caste system) and Caturasrama
(the Indian stages of life). But , J.G. de Casparis said that

even some inscriptions mentioned that the 0ld Javanese = did

18



not strictly use that kind of social stratification (Timbul
Haryono 1886:207). H.B. Sarkar also said that the imported
caste system does not seem to have been applied in the lower

strata of the society (Sarkar 1972:xxii).

The social stratification was written clearly in one of
king Balitung’s inscriptions‘dated 898 A.D. (0.J.0 XXI) sas
wurwarna, the caste system, including Erahmana, Satriva,
WMesva and Sudra, and the out-caste system including Candaias
mleca. The Sarwadharma inscfiption from king Kertanegara, the
last king of the Singaéhari kingdom, dated 1268 A.D., also
mentioned the groups of Brahmana, Ksatriva, Wesyva and Sudra.
As regards the stages of life (Caturasréma), one of the
Balitung’s inscription mentioned Brahmacagin;m Grhasthea,
Wanaprastha and Fariwrajaka, whereas the Sarwadharma
inscription méntioned it as Brahmacari, Grhastha, Wanaprastha
and Bhiksukia. This means that these stages of life were known
and applied to the society. But from the Majapahit era, the
Nagarakrtagama mentions that instead of the caste and the
out-caste system, the Majapahit people were also divided into
"kaum ningrat (the royal) and ‘“wong cilik" (the common
people) (Sartono Kartodirdjo 1979:20). From other
,inscriptions we are udlso informed that people were classified
into: FEhatara (the king), ¥regaji (the royal relatives),
Farawangsa (the nobles), Samasanat (the noble families), Sang
anden (the high officials with théir relatives), ﬁnd Wong
lembsh (the common people).3 The 01d Javanese lawbook

(Manawa-dharmadastra) also mentiones the caste  system
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including different castes and wrote aBout the risk of having
intercaste marriages Y(Soekarto K. Atmojo 1978:16-34;
Slametmuljana 1967). From the sources mentioned above, it is
difficult to say whether India’s caéte system was fully
adopted or not. This is because the 01ld Javanese had manyA
other kinds of social stratification which already existed in
the society but did not occur in India, which made the Indian

caste system difficult to apply strictly.

With the government system, the 0ld Javanese appears to
have had two kinds of system in accordance with their two
ievels of 'community areas, which were (1) an "Indianized"
administrative area at kAraton (court) 1éve1 with the king,.
Rakai and other high officials; and (2) a purely indigendus
administrative area at village level represented by Rama. Van

Naerssen writes about these two distinct areas

So the social structure just before the Hindu
Javanese period consisted of two main strata  the
wanuas each with their own ARama and the Aratons of
the K~akas. The former functioned as producers ‘and
the 1latter as consumers, as well as, politiecally,
as administrators, and, economically, as
distributors of goods and services... In this
social structure of autochtonous Javanese origin a
new social order emerged during the early Hindu
Javanese period. A Aaka might be given a high
sounding title of foreign origin, which would give
him preponderance: apparently first in status and
then gradually in power also. This title was
Maharaje (Van Naerssen 1977:38).

In particular, the Mataram kingdom during the 8th to

18th century A.D., was divided 1into certain areas. The
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smallest unit was called wanua or banua which means village.
Bigger than the wanua was the watak or unit consisting of -
some wanua (villages). If it was called a watsk, it did not
always mean that all of the wanux (villages) were physically
united "because they were close together, but the important

idea was that they were united under one authority.

The central gbvernmeﬁt or‘the kraton level government
is more easier to reconstruct, for example, in the Balitung
period which lasted about 12 years. In this period king
Balitung was assisted by 20 high officials who. can be
categorized on two levels. The first level included Rakryan
Mapatih 1 Hino, Raikai Halu, Rakai Sirikan, ngai Whka, and
Samgat Tiruan. Except for Samgat Tiruan, other officials used
to be the children of the king himself. This situation was
also recognised in one of the Chinese sources from the Sung
dynasty which said that the three sons of the king acted as
Rajamuda (lower king) (Buchari 1965:55-84). The second level
included AR=zkai FPagerwsi, Rakai Kanuruhan, Samgat Momahumah,
Rakai Halaran, Rakai FPalarhvang, Samgat Dalinan, Rakai
Wlahan, Samgat Manghuri, Fangkur, Tewan, Tirip, Angin-angin,

Samgat Wadihati, and Samgat Makudwir.

The bureaucratic system at the watait level is not
clearly described in the inscriptions. Watak is known as
daerak  lungguh, a territory which was inherited from

generation to generation and ruled by.high level officials

(
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like A=éai and Samgat. But, because those officials were
living in the surrounds of the kraton, they made a cabinet of
lower officials to work for the needs of the watak under
them. In the Balithng period there were about 18 kinds of
watak officials including Fetih and #ahuts as the top 1level,
and Juru/Tuha ning Kanayskan, Jurw ning Lampuran, Juru ning
Marangakat, Jurw ning Wadwa Rarai, Juru ning Kalula, Matangda
(Matand=), K&Iima,- FParujar, Citraletha, Misra, Ugsl-ugal,
Pangurang, tTunggudurung, Fratvava, and Amasangakan at  the

lower level.

Within the 0l1ld Javanese wanu&, social status was always
connected with a person’s relationship to the land. There was
a group known as a&nak wanua, which is called by de Casparis
the elite in a village, because it consisted of the
dgscendants of the original founder of the areas who also
owned agricultural lands as well as houses. And, the. other .

group were the descendants of all later arrivals (Casparis

1986:8-9).

The bureaucratic system at the village level, which is
known to be purely Indonesian, was not always the same from
one wanua to' another. But, as a basis, they always had
village councils made up of FRams (village elders who possibly
were the descendants of the original founders of some areas).
The council of Rfama could be divided into (1) Rama Magman,

which means a council that consisted of those who were still
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holding office. Usually it was composed of ialang, Gusti

Tuha wanua, who were known also as the first level,

and

and

Parujar, #inkas, Hulu Air, Hulu dras, ete, at the second

level. And (2) the Rama Marata, a council which consisted

of

those who were already retired but still held high positions

and probably functioned as counsellors. All of them worked as

a government managing the basic needs of their own people

(the village people).

IT.b. Women in the Society

It is known generally that women in Indonesia since

earliest times held high places, compared with those

other regions. They were more active and independent in

kinds of activities. They worked hand in hand with men

the
in
all
in

in

the markets 1like men used to do, they brought up their

families together, and they managed and developed their

villages together too. It is not surprising that Dutch

missionaries made special mention in their notes about

Javanese women because their situation was not usual:

What strikes us directly when arriving in Batavia?
That everywhere a large crowd of women 1is moving

around..., everywhere are women and still

more

women; old and young; of higher and 1lower social

level; very well or poorly dressed; buying

and

selling... And in the warungs again women,
restlessly active, preparing things to eat or drink
or serving clients... When we walk into the desx,
our ear is struck by the noise of the paddy-pounder

in the woodblock. Women again are busy hulling

the

paddy. Elsewhere a peculiar click-clack,

24



alternating with a duller sound; here a woman 1is
weaving. Here and there...we find women and girls
doing batik-work, ..., dyeing cotton with indigo,
..., weaving mats. In short, everywhere the woman
is at work in the cottage industries. And look what
she achieves in agriculture! It is she who plants

the ricde 1in the prepared fields... She cuts the
rice with small knife... She helps with the drying,
with the bundling, with the storage... Thus

everywhere the Javanese woman is at work (Kruijt as
cited by Locher-Scholten 1886:200)

A picture of how Javanese women yorked as actively as
the men can also be recognised from reliefs in the temples
such as Borobudur. In ABorobudur, especially in the
Karmawibhangga relief which consists of 180 panels, we can
find many pictures of women involved in different types of
actvities. The Karmawibhangga relief is based on the
Mahakarmawibhangga sacred text which tells us aBout the
"cause and effect’ of karma in Mahayana Buddhism. Although
the basic story derives from the text, the Karmawibhangga
relief does not accurately reflect the text, but is more the
expression of the artist about their surrounding (Kempers
1876:80). That is why pictures in temples such as this were
often used as visual evidence of life from the past, not only
as visualized texts. These panels show activities
participated in by women including charities given by women
,accomﬁanied or unaccompanied by men, performance art like
dancing, religious activities such as teaching sacred texts
and meditation, and other everyday activities such as serving
the king, cultivating lands, drying meats, making pdts, and

also cooking.
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Evidence that women were also.protected by 1law 1is
sometimes used to show that women held a respected position.
From a lawbook of the Majapahit period which was published by
J.C.G. Jonker as his dissertation, we find that there are

4 mentioning

some paragraphs 1in a chapter called Paradara
different kind  of punishment for men who tease girls or
women, especially married women, and also for men as
adulterers. But if we read these paragraphs carefully, we
can see that the rules favour the husband. It was the husband

who received all the fines paid by the men, not the wife or

the girlgs as the victimgs. as the one who was teased.

In fact there are not many rights given to women at
that time. There are paragraphs that mention someone’'s wife
could marry another man if her husband had not come 5ack from
sailing after 10 years, or in 4 years if her husband did not
show up from looking for money in other villages; or someone
could be given a death punishment from the king if he touched
a girl in front of people and then the girl cried loudly. But
these examples do not testify tolthe equality of rights
between men and womeh in the society. From other paragraphs
we also see that more advantages were given to men than to
women; for example, it was the father wholhad full rights
over his children, not the mother. Even for permission to
marry, someone had to ask hisvor her father. And between
children in a family, it was the oldest son who got the
highest part of his parent’ s wealth after they were dead. This

son would also inherit the rights of the “head” of the
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family. If the oldest son had died already, all of his rights
and duties were given to the second son, etc (Slametmuljana

1967:42,148,188).

The accession of women to the throne in some periods in
0ld Java 1is also used as evidence that women at that time
stood equal to men. From eérly Chinese sources of the T ang
dynasty (818-808 A.D.) we hear about Queen Hsi-mo (Simo). It
is said that in 874 A.D. the kingdom of Ho-ling had é queen
called Queen Hsi-mo who in Nagarakertabhumi (17th century
A.D.) 1is said to have taken over the kingdom after her
husband, Prabhu Kartikeyasingha, died. She was famous as a
wise and tough ruler. The kingdom was famous for its enormous
wealth because of gold, silver and ebony exports. It was also
famous for its safety which made no one dare to touch things
that did not belong to them because they did not want to bear
the punishment. This situation was given as the .reason why
king Ta-shih, an Arabian king, cancelled his attack on Ho-

ling, because of the qﬁeen’s great power (Sartono 19890:83-

87).

Another great queen who existed in later period was
Tribhﬁwanottunggadewi (1328-1350 A.D.). In 1328 when king
Jayanagara from Majapahit died, the kingdom was taken over by
one of his sisters, Bhre Kahuripan, with an abhigeka
(coronation) name of Tribhﬁwanottunggadewi Jayawisnuwardhani.

She was married to Bhre Singasari or thawarddhana, and had a
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child named Hayam Wuruk, who then becaﬁe the greatest king of
Majapéhit with the title of Sri R&jasanagara (Sartono
1990:433-435). AFrom Nagarakrtagama we know that during her
reign there was a rebellion called Sadeng and Keta (1331),
which was put down by Gajah Mada. Another big event was the
expansion ' of the Majapahit kingdom to Bali (1343) when its
king was éri Asatsura Ratna Bhumi Banten (Slametmuljana

1979:30-34).

In 1400 A.D., after Hayam Wuruk died and his successor,
Wikramwarddhana, resigned to become a priest, Majapahit had
another queen named Suhita; She was the daughtér of
Wikramawarddhana and became queen because her elder brother.
died in 1399. Her position as a gqueen, however, was rather
shaky. Soon after she came to power, conflict between
fﬁmilies, especially those of Wikramawarddhana and Bhré
Kahuripan, happened because Bhre Kahuripan as one of Hayam
Wuruk’'s children from his mistress tried to put his family in
the royal 1line and demanded the same rights. The conflict
then became a war calied Parégrég. In 1477,'Suhita died and
Majapahit was taken over byvher younger brother, Kegtawijaya
(Sartono 1990:435-442). In the case of women as gqueens, we
have to note,. however, that only a-small number of women
appeared in the 01d Javanese history as queens, and it is a
fact too that only a few inscriptions were issued by those

queens.

In 01ld Javanese history, it is known that a successor
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is the first child of a king. It does not matter whether it
was a man Oor a woman, they had the same right to rule the
kingdom. But, sometimes if the first child was a girl, she
could give the throne to her " husband. Poerbapjaraka once
suggested that a king with a word dharmma in his abhiseka
(coronation) name is a king who gained his power because of
marriage (Sartono 1990:138). Of course this can not be fully
accepted as seen, for example, by the case of Rake Halu §r§
Lokeéwara Dharmmawangssa Airléngga Anantawikramottunggadewa.
(1019-1041 A.D.). He was the son of king Udayana (Bali) and
Mahendradatta Gunapriyadarmapadmi who was the daughter of ér{
Makutawangsawarddhana. Although Airlangga had dharmma on his
name, he was not the king because of marriage, but because he

was the successor.
I.c. The Activities Participated in by Women

As pointed out, this study is  concerned with
inscriptions from the period of the 9th to early 10th century
A.D. In these inscriptions there are six kinds of activities
which  women could participate in, wﬁich also indicate their
roles, 4i.e.: social, administrative, religious, economic,
juridical, and cultural activities. Except for cultural
activities, all of them will be used in analysing how faf

women actively.participated in the society.
Most Old Javanese inseriptions, not only those which
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are chosen for this study, but also from other periods, are
concerned with establishment of sima (free-holding 1lands).
Generally these =sima could be either the whole village or
only part of a village which had an important function such
as sawah (ricefields) or other cultivated laﬁds so that the
crops could be used for the purpose of the sima. The sima
inscriptions often scund very religious, because the aim of
establishing the sima was primarily for religious purposes
and the ceremony itself was filled with ritual actions, and
sometimes the inscriptions ﬁlso sound very economic, because
they are concerned with taxes that should not be paid
anymore. However, these inscriptions can also represent the

social situation.

The lands which were going to be established into S ima
could be either bought or given by someone or by a group of
people. And, the reason why they were given by individuals,
or a éroup of people (usually the villagers themselves), was
" usually because a religious foundation was going to be built

in that area.

The activity of giving away lands for sima .ié one
,exampie of a social activity that women were found to
participate- in. Other activities were giving and receiving
sima . Usually'a =ima was a special grant from a king or from
"high officials to lower officials, such as Patih or Rama. The
reason why they were rewarded was sometimes because they gave

a lot of contributions and services to those higher officials
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or the king. In the Mantyasih 1 inscription (907 A.D.), for
example, we find that the simz was awarded to the Patih of
Mantyasih, "...tkapwa watak patapi&n, sinusuk sima kapatihana

¥

paknanva pagantvagantvana nikanang patih mantvasih  sanak
L .
lawasanys tiung tahun SOW3NG. .../ /sambhan danvan inanugrahan

raja kala ni

s

- . .. . . .. . rd -
sangka  yvan makwaih buathaji iniwocnva i s5ri mah

bt

WRIranNgan haiji, Iain sangke kapujan bhatara i

malangkubebwara, ... ,muang

n

angka van antaralika katakutan
ikanang wanua ing kuning,...”s ("...all under watak Patapan
were marked out into sima for Patih of Mantyasih and their
relatives, to be used for three years for each,...// the
feason why fhis sima was given by the king was because of the

services to the king at the time of the royal wedding,

because of the worshipping to the gods  of
MalangkusSeswara, ..., and because of the saving from fear the
village of Kuning,..."). But often, the reason why the lands
were awarded was not always stated in the inscriptions. See,

for example, the Tri Tepussan 2 inscription (942 A.D.), the
Munggu Antan inscription (886 A.D.), and the Polengan
inscription (872 A.D.), in these inscriptions we find that

the s=ima were awarded without its being known why.

Another example found in the inscriptions that can be
included in socialvactivities is acting as witness. Women,
from both high and low status, are often found to have been
witnessess of the sima ceremony, see, for example, 1in the

Taji inscription (901.A.D.) and the Lintakan inscription (818
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A.D.). Although the inscriptions never mention clearly that
in a ceremony such as establishment of sima the witness is
important, it seems that this activity 1is a necessity..
Usually, the inscriptions mention long lists of witnessess

complete with pasak—-pasak (gifts) that were received by them.

Administrative activities presented in the inscriptions
include ordering other people to mark out a sime, marking out

sima, and participating in governmental bodies.

Sima  inscriptions usually mention in the opening
section that the establishment of the sima was an order from
the king. We then find that the order was received by the
group of high officials and handed down through other
officials until it was received by the appointed officials or
person. In the Telang 2 inscription (804 A.D.), for example,

" . . "

we find sentences like .tatkala ni ajna Sri mahiraja rakai
watukbura dyah balitung &Eri dharmmodava mah3sambhu  tumurun

i..."s

("...at the time when the order of $ri Maharaja Rakai
Watukura Dyap Balitung descended to...") as the indication
that the order originated from the king and should be handed
down through some officials. And, the Kancana inécription
(860 A.D.) also clearly gives us an example of how the order

-

i maharaja  bhuwanes-—

-
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was given,

warwisnusakalatmakta digwijava parakramottunggadewa lokapala-—

- “~r . - - I3 . . . . . .

lancana, tinadah de rakrvan mahamantri katrini, i hino, 1
.

sirikan, i halu, umingsor i tanda rakryan,_,"7 ("...it  was

the time when the order of the king ér{ Maharaja érI
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Bhuwaneswarwiggusakalatﬁaka Digwijéya Parakramottunggadewa
Lokapalagcana, was received by the Rakryan Mahamantri
Katrini: Hino, Sirikan, Halu, and handed down to Tanda
Rakryan..."). However, it 1is common too that some
inscripfions do not mention how the king’'s order was
communicated, and pnly mention that sime was established by
some officials. In this case, it meant that those officials
acted on their own authority and the establishment was

sometimes due to their own initiative. For example, in the

Kamalagi inscription (821 A.D.), "...tatkala sang pamget wugsa
DU mangnen manusuk sima sawah_:_“s ("...the time when Sang
PamgetbPu Mangnep established the sima rice-fields..."). This
inseription does not mention by whose order was the
establishment, it only mentions the official who had

established it. Although not many, some inscriptions mention

women who participated in this kind of activitiy.

The last example of administrative activity is women’s
participation in governmental bodies. These governmental
bodies include Cenfral Government with the king, Aaktai, and
all the watak’s officials such as Fatih and Nayaks, and also
Local Government with its ~ama councils together with their

Parujar, Juwrw; and Tuhan
Religious activities as an important section of the
ceremony, are usually mentioned in detail. In the

inscriptions this is mentioned right after the lists of - the
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witnesses. Sometimes-it begins with mentioning the lists of
offerings, then the inscriptions give information on how the
ceremonies were conducted, who was the priest and who was
respcnsible for aséisting the priest. Finally, as an evidence
that a =ima was established in the area, usually the priest
closed the ceremony by mentioning curses so that no one would
like to intrude on the sima. Actually, it is not easy to find
women in this kind of activity, but, some inscriptions at
least do mention that there were'some'women who participated

actively in this activity.

Another activity which can be included in the religious
activities 1is protecting or managing a temple. Although
mention of this is not found in many of the inscriptions
chosen? women during that time could participate in this kind

of activity.

In a number of societies, women werelregarded as playing
a vital economic roles, and in others, women only
participated in small trade activities. But, noc matter what
they participated in, it is shown . that they could earn
‘monzy’ by themselves, which sometimes gave them a special
place within the households. Some incriptions in fact mention
the status belonging to a group of people who functioned as
traders. But this only gives us information about what kind
of trade, as a part of economic activities, was fol}owed in
the period chosen. We can not use this information to tell

how far women participated in trading, because usually these
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lists are not followed by any information which can show who

the person was, so that we can not identify whether those

traders. were men or women.

Other activitieé which can be included in economic
activities that were participated in by women are buying and
selling 1lands which is mentioned in sims inscriptions. This
activity 1is commonly found in the inscriptiohs, which shows
that not all of the lands which were established into sima

were given, some were bought from the villagers.

Other evidence used to evaluate how far  women
participated in economic activities is from the4_pasakﬁpasak
(gifts) that they received and pasai-pasat that they donated.
Fﬁsakmpaéak in this case is considered as a form of payment
wnich was received by somecne after certain areas had been
established as =sima. After the establishment, all the
revenues were paid for the purposes of the sima and
automatically many people suffered loss of income, and as a
compensation, paszk—-pasal were given. Those who received this
kind of pasakt-pasak ranged from the king, Rake, and Samgat,

to their officials.

How far women participated in juridical activities can
te shown in the Jjavapatra (Juridicial) inscriptions. The
content of the javapatrs insceriptions varies from debt to

cisputed lands. Usually, this kind of inscription consists of
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persons who function as attorney, Jjudge, witnéss, and of
course the person being charged for the case. Sometimes we
can find that a king can be the person responsible for the

ultimate decision, especially when the case is about sim=s.

Finally, the cultural activities. Although some
inscriptions, especially sima 1inscriptions, mention that
there were cultural activities in the feast section which
could be participated in by women, the information is very
general.9 This is why cultural activities are not included in
analysing how far women could participate in activities 1in

chapter 3 and chapter 4.

Sometimes we find that the inscriptions mention that
all of the guests 'in the ceremony enjoyed watching
performances such as mentioned in the Sangsang inscription

(907 A.D.), "...hinvinnakan ton—tonan mamidu sang tangkil

r

hvang macarita bhimas kumara mangigal kKicaka 51 jaluk mecarita

Y]

ramaVans  m

U]

mirus mabanol si mungmuk  si galigi mawavang
buathwvang macarita  bBhimma kumérag,.”lo ("...all people
enjoyed themselves in watching performances; the 7angkil
hvang si Nalu recited the story of Bhima Kumara and dancing
like £Kicaka, ©Si Jaluk recited the story of Ramayana and
showed comedies, Si Mungmuk, Si Galigi showed wavang (shadow
puppets performances) with the story of Bhimma Kumara, in
honour of the gods..."). But, with this information we can
only find that presumably it is true that all of the guesté

who attended the ceremony were watching the performances, and
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among the guests there were women too. There are other
inscriptions mentioning artists who performed in the sime:
GCceremony, but most of them were men and for others it is not

known whether they were men or women.

Almost the same problem occurs in some inscriptions
because they mention that all the guests, either women and
men or both, participated in dancing, for example, -the Er
Hangat inscription (888 A.D.): In this iﬁscription it 1is

. . - “ ”~
mentioned .matdhe manwan laki bini mamanan maninum majnu

mashar manigal...”ll, from this information we can see that
women and men, either young and old, could participate 1in
eating and dancing. But, there is no more information about

who the women were. Was it possible that women with different

status participated actively in this activity ?

There 1is a clear problem in identifying how far women
took part in all the activities mentioned above. This is
because the 01d Javanese language used in the inscriptions,
does not express differences 1in gender in the form of
special terms (Casparis 1983:9). Although names of persons in
those inscriptions have different particles, these reflect
different status, not gender differences. In other words, we
often find that women and men are given the same particle
because they have the same level of nobility. To try to make
a clear distinction, pasat-pasak (gifts) are used as an

indication, especially the cloths which were received by
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those people in the ceremony. It is commonly known that
instead of gold and silver, men used to receive =a wdihan, a
special batit garment for men, and women used to receive
kain, a batif cloth used especially byb women. With this
difference, it is easier to recognise the sex of a person.
But, not all persons in the ceremony received c¢loths as
gifts, sometimes they only received gold, silver or other
rewards. In this study, this kind of person will be put in

the unidentified section.
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NOTES

1 Caturwzrna  is  also known @ as the caste system which
divides mankind into four categories (catur means four and
warna means colour, but in this case meaning different social
status). This caste system consists of (1) Hrahmanz (priests
family), (2) Ksatrya (ruler family), (3) laisya
(agriculturalists and craftsmen’s family), and (4) Sudrs
(slave family).

2 Caturasrams  1is a term for the four stages of 1life in
Hindu society. Usually it consists of: (1) FErahmacarin: a.
stage of being a religious student for the purpose of a new
spiritual 1life, (2) Srhasthva: a stage of being married and
learning the responsibility of living in a community, (3)
Wanaprastha: a stage of being retired and starting to
practise meditation in the forest, (4) Sannvasin: a stage of
being free from all worldly values and starting to 1live in
asceticism.

3 These terms can be found, for example, in the Renek

inscription (1379 A.D) and the Biluluk II inscription (1391
A.D.).

4 Paradara 1is one chapter found in Kitab Perundang-
undangan  Agama which is known also as Kutara

Manavadharmasastra. This law book consists of 275 articles,
but according to Slametmuljana, some articles have almost the
same content as others. He tried to rearrange all of the
articles and published them in a book entitled Perundang-
undangan Majapahit.

S See the Mantyasih 1 inscription (807 A.D.) part A:3-7
6 See the Telang inscription (804 .A.D.) part A:1-2

7 See the Kancana inscription (860 A.D>) part IB:3-5

8  See the Kamalagi inscription (821 A.D) part RECTO:4-5
9

Cultural activities can be found in the Er Hangat
inscription (888 A.D.) part Ib:1-2, the Taji inscription (901
A.D.) line 6, the Panggumulan 1 inscription (802 A.D.) part

ITTIa:20, and the Sangsang inscription (807 A.D.) part II
VERS0:9-10.

100 see the Sangsang inscription (907 A.D>) part II VERSO:9-

11 See the Er Hangat inscription (888 A.D.) part IIa:1-2
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ITI

HIGH STATUS WOMEN AND THEIR ACTIVITIES

The basic characteristic of social differentiation is
inequality. Even in earlier times, such as the 0ld Javanese
period, differences had already begun. Some of these
differences were based on sex, such as the differentiation
between woman and man; and also based on ége such as the
differentiation between young and old. These differences were
recognised as biological wvariations. But tﬁen, when the
society became more complex, other variations of differences
were needed. In this stage, the pecople of the 0ld Javanese
period were differentiated not only by sex or age, but also
by their roles and functions in the society. For this kind of
differentiation people who had higher positions, especially
. those who belonged to the court level and their families,
were treated as superior. They tended to receive more
benefits such as privileged access to better goods and
services, and also prestige meaning respect from the lower
people. And more than that, the most important benefit which
higher position people had was the ability to affect social

life. This ability was known also as social power.

Inequality in fact, was clearly present within both

genders. In the case of the women studied here, indications
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of class affiliation and status were commonly provided by
titles and other markers. On evidence from the inscriptions
from the 9th to the early 10th centuries, women in the 01ld
Javanese society could be divided into two categories : (1)
high status women and (2) low-status women. In this study"
attention will .be paid to both groups, and for the high

status women 1in particluar this study alsc recognises that

these women could be categorized into two sub-groups. How
active these different status groups were in social,
administrative, religious, economic, juridical and cultural

activities will be established based on the evidence of the

inscriptions.

IIT.a. High Status Women

III.a.1. The First High Status Group

A title, found usually before personal names, was an
important means of indicating their status. Based on the
inscriptions, the titles found include such as: FRafe, Rakal

or Ratrvan; Samgat or Sang Famegat; Fatih; Wehuta; Navakzag

0y

Fratvava; Juru; Tuhan; FPangurang: Citralekhs. These titles
are usually found in the inscriptions followed by names of
places, which could be the name of a watait (unity of
villages) or wanua (a villagé) and carried the meaning that
the person with such a name came from or had authority _in‘
the place mentioned. Finally, those names were followed by

their personal names which were preceded by articles such as
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Fu, S=ang. Dvah, or Si. For example, the name of Rakaryan Wka
Pu Catura in the Mulak inscription meant Rakaryan of Vka
whose name was Pu Catura. But not all inscriptions mention
the name of the people in full. Sometimes we find that some
individuals had no titles at all, and sometimes we only find
the name of the place before the individual’s personal
names. In these cases, their status will not be known, and as
the inscription often does not clearly mention whether they
were men or women, this group of people was categorised as

“unidentified.

Members of the high status group of the 0ld Javanese
society are recognised as having certain titles only,
including A=k=i. As already mentioned in chapter 1, the Rakai
title belonged to the highest status group of— the society
because usually members were the descendants of the king, or
ét least a member of the royal family. The evidence also
showed that kings generally had the AR=ak&=si title and still
used it together with their abhiseka (coronation) names and
of course their personal names (Casparis 1956:290). For
example, the name of the king Balitung was éri Maharaja Rake

Watukura Dyab Balitung.

The title Aai=ai can be found in the earliest Central
Javanese inscriptions, such as the Garung inscription (819
A.D.) which mentioned Rakarayén i Garung, and the Kayumwungan

inscription (824 A.D.) in which the title Rakariyan Patapan
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Pu Palar was written. Rakiai was often mentioned as Rairyan,
Rakarayan, or even Rake, but they all have the same meaning.
Certain scholars suggested that FRake was a sandhi
construction and composed of the word Asia—i. Stutterheim
suggested that A=tz could mean “elder brother’. In fact,
although there were some variants in the inscriptions for the

title Rakai, the words Raka i were never found.

Sometimes we find in the inscriptions that the same
person has variations of this title. For example, thée titles
used by a person named Pu Samarawikfanta. In the Ayam Teas
inscription (900 A.D.) he used the title Rake Sirikan, but
in the Telang 2 inscription (804 A.D.) he wused Rakryan.
Sirikan. We also find that sometimes the variation is used in
the same. inscription. For example, in the Panggumulan 1 (802
A.D.) some persons from the same level were written with
variations of the word FRakai: Rakryan Mapatih i Hino Pu Daksa
Sang Bahubajrapratipak§ak§aya, Rake Halu Pu Bwalu Sang
Sanggramadurandhara, Rakai Sirikan Pu Wariga Sang
Samarabikranta. Togetﬁer all of them were given pasab-pasak

(gifts) on the ceremony of sima in the Panggumulan village.

In the inscriptions, commonly we find that the titles
Rake and Rakryan are followed by the words Mahamantri or
Mapatih, then followed by Hino, Halu, Sirikan, and #4z. The
title Sakryvan Mahamantri i Hino was found for the first time
in the Kuti inscription (840 A.D.) and belonged to Pu

Daksottama, who accompanied the king in marking out the sima.

43



Generally this title was mentioned in the first place of the
list of>officials who received the order from the king. Some
scholars have suggested that because it was almost always
mentioned - earlier, this title was very important and the
person who had it was the croﬁn prince, princess or the
designated successdr to the reigning king (Buchari 1867/68:7-
20). Actually, the inscriptions did not mention clearly
whether this Rakryan Mahamantri i Hino belonged to the crown
prince, princess or not, but; from its place on the 1lists.
which was always after the king or as the first who received
. the king’'s ofder, we can see its importénce in the society.

‘We often find some inscriptions were also issued by Rekryan

iy}

Mahamantri i Hino on the occasion of establishing sima (free-

holding lands) or giving honour to someocne.

There were other titles which belonged to the same
group as fRakte Hino, these were Rakte Halu and Rake Sirikan.,
The three titles were known as belonging ‘to the same group
because they often referred to the A"Rairvan Mahamantri -
Katrini, or the three honoured ones. And together with the
Rake Wkhka, they received the king's.order and communicated
that order to other lower officials. In the inscriptions,
although sometimes FAakrvan i Hino received different pasak-
pasak, 1in general all of them received the same amount of

pasak—pasak. For example, in the Taji inscription (801 A.D.)
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The title Ffaite Halwu ié generally mentioned after Rake
Hinzo. It was mentioned for the very first time in the short
inscriptions found in the Plaosan Lor temple (838-856 A.D.)
in Central Java. It was the title of one of the officials who
gave the donations for the foundation of the s temple
(Casparis 19588: 38). In one of the inscriptiohs from the
Balitung period, a person named Pu Sanggramdhurandhara who
usually had the title Rs4e Haiw, was mentioned also as

Rakryan Watuw Tihang. Although the person belonged to the
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“atrini group (because he had Rake Halu
title), he could issue inscriptions whiéh used his other

title as a watsk ruler.

Rake Sirikan is.another tiﬁlé which was found for the
first time in the Plaosan Lor temple, and was borne by
persons named Pu Suryya and Pu Anggehan. The person with this
title wusually had the same right as the Hino and Haiu_ And
according to the Nawanatya text, Sirikan duties was almost

the same as the duty of Upabharva, an officer who received
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directly the king’'s order, compiled the legislation, and led
the arts and the general knowledge affairs (Pigeaud 189860,

I:81-86; III:119-128).

The title A=ake or Rakryan Wka usually appears together
with those mentioned before. It is mentioned generally after
Hino, Halwu, and Sirikan, except in the Tulang Air 1
inscription (850 A.D.) where it was put right after the king.
Boechari once stated that the word &%z which means “child’,
could be related to the child of the king from the second or
the third wife. But this statement should be taken as

uncertain because there is not much evidence for such an

interpretation.
Samgat or Sang Famgat is another title often found in
the inscriptions. Like the word #~Aske, there are many

variations of the word famgst, such as Samget, Samagatl,

1

- v
amgat, Sang Famgat, Sang Famget or only Famgat. All of these

4]

have the same meaning. In the inscriptions, Samgai Bbawang is

the one often mentioned right after Hino, Halwu, Sirikan and

Bk

hll

All of the titles mentioned above belonged to the
officials who could directly receive an order from the king,
and were repogniéed as ministers or councillors from the
court as the Central Government. Usually they also had a

group of officials who worked under them, and they usually
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Faruijar (speaker). But Casparis warned us to be more
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they are categorized as the same
they were found as having no authority over some lands,
remained part of the high status group.

did not belong to the wanus

IIT.a.1.1.

group.

her titles (Casparis 1988:56-57).

nad

association with those of the Central Government.

who had no ldirect association with the Central

seemed also to have the same authority over the

(villages) which were included in the wats& (the unity

llages) with the place-name identical with that in his

From the 1inscriptions

, those which belonged to this included A~=zkie

group

Rake Panggilhvang,

n Makudur,

F

- F

Pagarwszi,

Samgat

Lamiva

Guranwangi

, etc.

were seen as having lower status than the first level

Halw, Sirikan, Whka, and Bawang), but in this study

high status group. Even when

they

This is because they

(village) level.

The Women of the First Group

So far we have not discussed women from the high status

Although not many, some inscriptions 'in fact do
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mention them.

those

which

classified as the high dignitaries.

shows all

The women of this group also used the titles of

Below is the

inscriptions chosen.

list
of the high status women found in the
TABLE I
WOMEN OF THE FIRST GROUP
Status Name

Name of inscription
(A.D.)

Karang Tengah (824)

Tri Tepussan 1 (842)

Tri Tepussan 2 (842)

Wukiran (862)

Munggu Antan (8886)

Balingawan (891)
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Rakryan Patapan -
anakbi

(The wife of

Rakryan Patapan)

- éri Kahulunnan
- Sri Kahulunnan’

Pakwian Rake -
Walaing

(The grandmother
of Rake Walaing)

Ari Sang Pamgat

Munggu Antan

& Binihaji Sang

Devata i Pastika
(The sister of

Sang Hadyan
Palutungan

~Sang Pamgat of

Munggu Antan & the
Queen of the Devata
of Pastika)

Anakbi Rakryan:

- Nayaka i Taltla
(The wife of
Rakryan:

- Nayaka of Tlatla

Rakai Watangan



Penampihan (8388)

Taji (901)

Panggumulan 1 (802)

Panggumulan 2 (803)

Siddhayoga (803)

Randusari 1 (805)

Mantyasih 1 (807)

Mantyasih 3 (807)
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Rajaputri
(The queen)

Sang Pamgat
Dmung Anakwi
(The wife of
Sang Pamgat
Dmung)

1)Anakbi Rakryan
Wantil

(the wife of
Rakryan Wantil)

2)Sang Pamgat
Puluwatu anakbi
{(The wife of
Sang Pamgat
Puluwatu)

Anakbi Rakryan
Wantil

(The wife of
Rakryan Wantil)

Rakryan Wantil
Sang anakbi
(The wife of
Rakryan Wantil)

1)Nini haji
(The grandmother
of the king)

2)Sang Kiniwang
anakbi
(The wife of
Sang Kiniwang)

Rakryan anakbi
(The wife of
Rakryan)

Rakryan anakwi
(The wife of
Rakryan)

Rake Sri Bharu

Dya@ Dheta

Dyap Prasada

Pu Babi

Dyah Prasada

Dyab Prasada

Rakai Wwatan
Tammer

Pu Tundung

Dyah Wraiyan

Dyah Wraiyan

Pu



Sangsang (3907)

Guntur (807)

Sugih Manek (915)

Lintakan (918)

Wintang Mas B (8919)

- Kinawe (927)

Sangguran (928)

Samgat Kalang
Wungkal anakbi
(The wife of

" Samgat Kalang

Wungkal)

1)Samgat Pinapan
anakbi
{The wife of
Samgat Pinapan)

2)Anakbwi Samaggat
Pinapan Atuha
(The wife of
former Samaggat
Pinapan)

Rakryan Bini Haji
Parameswari
(The Queen)

Binihaji
(The Queen)

Rakryan Hino
anakbi

(The wife of
Rakryan Hino)

Rake Gunungan

& ibu Dyah Bingah
(The mother of
Dyah Bingah)

Samgat anakbi
(The wife of
Samgat)

1)Samgat Dyah Sucinte

2) Dyah Kina
3) Dyah Waita
4) Dyab Sawita
Pu Gallam

Guru Vaju

Rakryan Maputu

Dyah Muatan



If we compare the titles used by women with the titles
used by men from the inscriptions, we can see that there  are
not many titles for women available, mainly because there
are not many women mentioned iﬁ the inscriptions. Women are:
usually mentioned as anakbi, anakwi, or anakbwi ni (if she
was thevwife of someone), then followed her own title and her
personal names. Sometimes we find that women’'s personal names
are not mentioned. Although not usual, this is found in more
than one inscription. For example, in the Karang Tengsah
inscription (824 A.D.), we find that the woman is mentioned
only as Raktryvan FPatapan anakbi, without a personal name,2
and, in the Sugih Manek inscription (815 A.D.),>the woman is

3

called RairviEn Binihaii Farameswari,

If the women had titles, usually they would be
mentioned. In Table 1, some women are found to have the same
titles as their husbands. For example, in the Balingawan

inscription (891 A.D.), Rakai Watangan was one of the wives
of a Rakry3n,? and in the Wintang Mas B inscription (818),
the wife of Rakryan Hino was Rakryan Maputu.5 These examples
might suggest that having a husband or wife from the same
class might have been essential in the society. However, we
also have many examples of women having different titles from
their husbands. The Taji inscriptioﬁ (801 A.D.) mentions
clearly that Sang Pamgat Dmung had a wife with the title Rake
(Rake Sri Bharu Dyah Dheta),8 and the Balingawan inscription

(891 A.D.) shows that the Aakrvian had two wives, one of them
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with the Asksi title and the other without any title, even
though they had the same status: Nayaka.7 The other
inscriptions mention that some Ratrvan and Samgat had their

wives® names added with particles Pvat and Fu only.

ITI.a.2. The Second High Status Group

Inscriptions also mention other people with certain
titles which «can be classified under the high status group.
They used to be seen as lower officials compared with those
of R~Rake and Samget, but their position made them associate
directly with the Central Government because they worked
under the F~=ke’s and Samgat’'s offices. Casparis suggested
that these groups of people might reside in the wanua
(villages), but were still seen as "the outsiders’. They were
never included 1in the lists of warnua officials. And ,
although they were very active at the local level, they were
qualified as the representatives of the Central Government

(De Casparis 1886:52-58).

The people who belonged to this group are commonly
referred to as Fatih or Finghai/Pinghei, Wahuta, Navaka,
Fratyayva, Jurw and Twuhan, They are usually mentioned after
the A=ske and Samgat groups, and like the high officials, they
used to have other groups of people who worked under themn,

such as Farujsr or Farwuwus (speakers). The FPzatih of this
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lower 1level who were 'equivalent to Finghai or Finghei,
usually worked together with #=hut=s, De‘ Casparis suggested
that because both titles are usually followed by the names of
people carrying arms, such as Fati Tuhggu Purung  (The
guardian of the rice sheds), their functions were generally
connected with the maintenance of order and security (De

Casparis 1986:53-54).

The titles Mavate and Fratvaye are usually mentioned
right before the lists of those who could not tread upon the
lands which had been established as sima (free-holding). Both
groups of people with these titles worked for the Central
Government. For the Navaia especially, they used to have one:
leader called Tuhan ning Kanavakan or Juru ning Kénayakén
meaning "the chief of Nayakas . De Casparis said that the
titles Nayaia and Fratyava should be accepted as belonging to
people whose function was concerned with land tax or revenue
(De Casparis 1986:55). But, they were not the only officials
who worked in tax affairs. The inscriptions mention another

long 1list of titles, concerned with taxes, which used to be

11

called Mangilaia Drwva Haji (see below).

Jurw and. Twhan are the other titles which. could be
classified as Central Government workers, and generally meant
chiefs over groups such as Juru ning Wadwa Rarai, Tuhan ning

Kelula or Tohan ning Mataqg

0y

The last groups which are also classified as belonging
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to the high status level are the groﬁp of Mangilala Drwva
Haji and the religious authorities. The Mangilala Drwva Haji
(those claiming the king’'s property) were the group of people
functioning as tax collectors. In the inscriptions usually
they are preceded by &Sang Mana Katrini (the three honoured
ones) which were Fanghui - Tawan and 7Tirip. Their main
function was collecting odrwva haji (taxes) which used to be
received by the king instead of buat haji or gawai haji
(compulsory services). This would be stopped when certain
lands had been established as sima, because starting at that
time the revenue was to be used for the purpose of the
temple or. other (depending on the purpose of the
establishment of the sima itself). That is why almost all
sima inscriptions mention the members of mangilala drwva haji
in detail, ana also mention that punishment would be given to
them if they still intruded into the sima. And finally, there
was a. group of people, who had functions as religious
authorities in the 0ld Javanese society, which is recognised

by titles such as dapunta, punta, hvang guru or dang accarya

before their personal. names.
IIT.a.2.1 The Women of The Second Group'

Like the women from the first group, the women from the
second group of the high status group were also recognised as
anatwi or the wife of someone. If they had their own status,

it would be mentioned. For example,. the Balingawan
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inscription (8891 A.D.) mentions that a person named Pu Kutil,

instead of Jjust being the wife of the Rakrvin, was also a

i)

bt

I

vaka. But generally, the women from this group had no
titles and they were mentioned only by their personal names
plus the particles Fu or Si. Sometimes we find that their
names are not mentioned at all. Thé Taji inscription (801
A.D.), for example, mentions only their husbands’ names, and
the Kinewu inscription (907 A.D.) mentions the women who
participated in the ceremony only as Sang Hadyvan Wagdwan (the

honourable women).8
From all of the inscriptions used in this study, .only

eleven inscriptions mention this group of women. Below is a

table ﬁhich shows where they are found and who they are.

TABLE II

WOMEN OF THE SECOND GROUP

Name of inscription Status Name
(A.D.)
Gandasuli 1 (827) Dang Pu Hawang Si Pirakhut

Glis anakbi
(The wife of
Dang Pu Hawang

Tri Tepussan 1 (842) Sang Darukap Pu Mutra
anakbi
(The wife of
Sang Darukap)
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Tri Tepussan 2 (842)

Kancana (880)

Telaga Tanjung (861)

Ngabean (878)

Balingawan (891)

Taji (901)

Kinewu (807)
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Sang Hadyan Wadwan

Sang Darukap Pu
anakbi
(The wife of

Sang Darukap)

Wka Paduka Mpungku
i Bodhimimba wungsu
(The youngest child
of Paduka Mpungku
of Bodhimimba)

1)Anakwi Sang
Pangurang
(The wife of
Sang Pangurang)
2)Anakwi Swami Pu
Kayuwangi
(The wife of
the Lord of
Kayuwangi)

1)Anakwi Patih
(The wife of
Patih)

Si

2)Anakwi Wahuta
Putat
(The wife of
Wahuta Putat)

Si

Anakbi Rakryan

- Nayaka ri limus Pu
(The wife of Rakryan

-~ Nayaka of Limus)

Anakbi Patih Kalungan
(The wife of Patih-s
of Kalungan)
1)anakbi Pu
2)anakbi Pu
3)anakbi Pu
4)anakbi Pu
5)anakbi Pu
B)anakbi Pu

Halaran
Dahan

Dhanu -
Buatoh -
Wariga -
Halding

Mutra

Dyab Ana?gha

Simpu

Dimit

Ugiredhyana

Karti

Kutil



(The hounourable women)

Lintakan (919) 1)YAnakbi Patih Gilikan
(The wife of Patih
Gilikan) -

2)Anakbi Patih Tigang
- (The wife of Patih
Tigang) -

3)Anakbi Patih Panggil
(The wife of Patih
Panggil) -

Gilikan 2 (923) 1)Patih waduan & Si Abhi
anakbi Patih Gilikan
(woman patih &
the wife of Patih
Gilikan)

2)Tunggu Durung Si Dunsak
anakwi
{(The wife of
Tunggu Durung)

S)Winkas anakwi Si Dmit
(The wife of
Winkas)
III.b. Participation of High Status Women in the Activities

As we have seen already, the' inscriptions generally
give us information about how ancient societies managed their
lives. In this study especially, how they managed their
lives is seen through major activities such as social;
administrative, religious, economic, juridical , and cultural
activities. Most of these activities are represented in sima

(free-holding 1lands) inscriptions, Jjavapatra (juridical)
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inscriptions. So far, we have not seen how the women from the
high status level participated in their societies in those
activities. To make it clearer, the participation in
different types of activities will be seen separately here

for both the first and the second group.

III.b.1. Social Activities
L

From chapter 2 we can see that granting and receiving
sim& are included in the soéial activities. But, from all of
the inscriptions in which the sims were given or awarded;
only two inscriptions indicate that the donors.were women. It
is clear, however, that in both inscriptions these women were
not alone in giving that sima, but were either accompanied by
men or accompanying men. The first inscription is the
Karangtengah inscription (824 A.D.) which mentions that

Rakarayan (Patapan) Pu Palar and his wife gave =ima lands

including the lands which were at Kiwa and Babadan,
" SWAST L éaf&ﬁﬁr?étlté TAE ... tatkala rsiaraygn (patapan)
pu  palar sang labi-lzabi pu pslar anskbdbi maw:i@ sawah  Sima
ariftima  luang Labatnﬂ...“.g The second inscription is the

Wukiran (862 A.D.), which mentions that Rake Walaing Pu
Kumbhayoni, the grandchild of the king of Halu and the
grandmother from Jangluran gave the rice-fields at Wukiran to

be used for caru offerings by Sang Pamgat, Swasti
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It 1is clear here that although those women had high status,
their roles in giving the lands were somehow always connected

with those of men.

It is only in one inscription that we can see a woman
having = full authority in granting sim=. The Kinawe
inscription (828 A.D.) mentions that the Rake Gunungan Dya@
Muatan, who was also the mother of Dyah Bingah, marked out a
sima at Pibang village in Kinawe. In this inscription, it is
als§ written that the sima should be inherited by her own
descendants, not by the‘stepbrothers or sisters of her child,

Dyah Bingah, because the =ima was not the sima of her

husband, "LLLrake  gunungan  dyah mustan, ibu dyap bingah
sumusuk pibang wanua 1 Kinawe wa ek kadangan,: kunang
metangyan susgk  va s5ima potrakas delilirans ni  sanak nira
jaga tan ilua savuanghanak dyah binga? ing wasa apan tan sima

i
]

iy

rakrvan  laki laki ikan sima...".ll Zima could be inherited

13
i
i

by the daughter or the son of someone, and, once he or she
inherited the 1lands, they could have authority over that
zima. The Kancana inscription (880 A.D.) gives us an example
of this. It is writften in that inscription that Padukua
Mpungku 1 Bodhimimba bought the lands from the villagers of
Bungur. The 1lands which had to be the foundation of Sang
Hyang Prasada for the worship of Sang Hyang Arcca Boddha were
alsoc the place of his son, Dyah Imbangi, and his youngest
daughter, Dya@ Anargha. Both of them had authority over this

Sima.lz In the case of the Kinawe inscription, it might have

59




happened because the Raka of Gunungan’'s husband had other
children not from her, and she, as the owner of the sima

>

decided who would inherit her property.

The other social activity found in the inscriptions for
women is witnessing. Women of high status group are found as
witnesses of the zima ceremonies. In the Taji inscription
(901 A.D.), the wives of all patif from Kalingan functioned
as witnesses and received passi-pasak (gifts) in the form of
4=zt (ecloth) and 2 ma of gold for each.13 In the Lintakan
inscription (818 A.D.), it is also mentioned that all the
wives of Patih from Gilikan, Tigang, and Panggil received
pasak-pazak in‘form of one piece of #en (eloth) because they
were the witnessess of the ceremony.14 But, in the Kinewu
inscription (807 A.D.), women are not mentioned clearly as
witnesses and they did not receive any pasat—-pasak (gifts)
either. They are mentioned only as &ang Hadvan Wadwsn (the
honourable women), and we know that they were at the ceremony

because they Weré given the food.15

IJITI.b.2. Administrative Activities

Administrative activities found participated in by
women include giving and receiving orders to mark out a sima,
marking out.a =ima, and participation in governmental bodies.
In the case of ordering other people to mark out a sima,
there are only two inscriptions from the period chosen

showing that women appeared in this kind of ac¢ctivity. The
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Tri Tepussan 1 and the Tri Tepussan 2 (842 A.D.) inscriptions
¢ -

mention that the same person, Sri Kahulunnan, ordered Sang

Darukap and his wife to mark out a sim=, ... .kinon &ri

Aahulunnan manusukbis sang derukap lakibi sang laki laki pu

© 18

N o
IO WA s3ang

nak

i
i

iJ

s

pu mutras muwah kinon milwa manusuk, ..

("...ordered by érz Kahulunnan to mark out, Sang Darukap
husband and wife, the husband Pu Widysa the wife Pu Mutra,
ordered to mark out..."). éri Kahulunnan was known as the
consort of Rakai Pikatan from the Sailendra dynasty, and as
she belonged to the court family it was not surprising that
she could order these officials‘to mark out a sima. But, -she
is the only one found ordering other officials to mark out a
s=ima, and she did this activity alone (unaccompanied by men).
Other inscriptions never mention women giving orders to other

people, especially in marking out a sima.

Women as recipients of the king’s order to mark out a

it

sima are not found in many'inscriptions. From the period
chosen, in fact, there is only one inscription mentioning
this. In the Randusari 1 inscription (905 A.D.) we find that
the sins (the order) of the king Balitung was received by two
officials: the Rakryan Mapatib i Hino éri Dakgottama
Bahubajrapratiﬁakgakgaya and the Rakai Wwatan Pu Tammér. The
Rakai Wwatan was known also as the nirni hsji (the grandmother
of the king). As an qfficial who received the order from the
king, in which the order was about the establishment of sima

in Poh, Rumasa, and Nyu, under the waiai of Kiniwang, for the
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Aécording to the bureaucratic system, the officials who
received the order straight from the king were those of the
rank of Hino, Halu, Firiken, and others from the high level
group. However, the most likely reason why there are many
officials who did not belong to this level bﬁt are found
receliving the order, is that they were directly involved with
the areas where the sims was to be established (Barret-Jones
1984:83). This explanation is used for some examples such as
Rakai Wwatan Pu Tammer. Although she was one of the court
family members, she could not be included in the recipient
list unless she had an authority over the lands of that sima.
Like Sri Kahulunnan in the Tri Tepuusan 1 and the Tri
Tepussan 2 inscriptions, the mention of Rakai Wwatan Pu
Tammer was also the only evidence found for the involvement
of women in this kind of activity. If we try to imagine how
many women there must have been at the court level, we can
see that the participation of women like Rakai Wwatan Pu

Tammer in this ‘kind of activity was minimal.

Another activity that comes as a part of administrative
activities 1is marking out a simz, From the period chosen,
there are only five inscriptions available giving us evidence
of women’'s participation in this activitry. The Tri Tepussan
1 and the Tri Tepussan 2 (842 A.D.) inscriptions are once

again used because they mention Pu Mutra, the wife of of Sang
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Darukap, who Jjoined her husband in marking out the simae at
the wvillage of Tpussan.18 The third inscription is the
Gandasuli inscription (827 A.D.). This inscription mentions
that Si Pirakhut, the wife of Pu Hawang Glis, was the one who
marked out the 51ma.19 The fourth inscription is the Munggu
Antan (888 A.D.). It is mentioned that Sﬁng Pamgat of Munggu
together with " his sister, Sang Hadyan Palutungan who was
also the queen of Sang Dewata of Pastika, mafked out a sima
at the Munggu Antan village as it was received from the king

Raka Gurunwangi, LBang pamgat munggu muang ari nira  sang

hadwvan palutungan binihaii sang dewata ing pastika, sunusuk
— . . " .o P S - - L
ikang wanus I o munggl anNtafs ..., SANGREFLI sri  maharaja rake

gurunwangioo. .20 And the last inscription is the Panggumulan
1 inscription (802 A.D.), where 1it is mentioned that the
wife of Rakryan Wantil, Dyah Prasada, together with her

husband and her three children marked out a sima at the

Panggumulan village for the gods and the goddesses of

Ki h " P - N | - B g 1 N Cim b
ilnawunan, LTERAYRn WanUil DU paldda anafs Wanus L WU TaEN
. g

s i wadask sulabksan, musang ngenabsi nira dvah prasada,  muang
& G Al ; {

anak nira Astigas, manusul Sima wsnus I panggumulan watak

- S R T v, wEmno bhatari i kinamcha w 21

FHAL LR T = ohdatasire mudandg prrE e L L Hinasasunan, .. .

In these five inscriptions, four of the women were
marking out the =zima togefher with men: two of them with
their husbands (The Tri Tepussan 1 and the Tri Tepussan 2)
and two others with théir husbands and children (The Munggu

Antan and the Panggumulan 1 inscription). It 1is only the
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Gandasuli inscription which shows that a woman could mark out
a sim= without a man. Although this woman is clearly written
as the wife of Dang Pu Hawang Glis, she was the one who
marked out the =sima , not her husband, and she was not
accompanied by him or any othef men. In the case of the women
in the other‘ four inscriptions, it seems that they
éartieiéated in marking out the sims because they had to
accompany their husbands, which also means that it was only
because of the status of their husbands that they could

participate in the activity of establishing or marking out

ima

i}

The participation of women in the governmental bodies
is the last administrative activity of relevance here. Women
are found iﬁ five inscriptions as government emplofees. The
Randusari 1 inscription (805 A.D.) shows that a woman called

Pu Tammer was also a Ssiai from Wwatan,22

The Lintakan
inscription (918 A.D.) also gives an example of a woman as

the ruler of an area. It is mentioned that there was a wanu=a

23

(village) at Kinaling under the ¥ini Hzxji (the queen). The
Balingawan (891 A.D.).and the Wintang Mas B inscription (918
A.D.) state that women could also be Mavsis or the chief of
Wavaka.?® And finally, the Gilikan 2 inscription (923 A.D.)
mentions a woman as Fatih daduan (woman E’atih).25 But tables
in appendix show that there was a great difference between
how many men and how many women occupied positions in the

governmental bodies. From these tables we find that more than

100 titles including Mshar3ja, Rakrvan Hino, Haluw, Sirikan,
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#d g - o s ‘ - - i g S =
ha, Samogst Madihati, Rehsrvan Wstu Tihang, Rakarvan Fsger
- - o -

Wsi, Rakai Halaran, Rakai FPelasrhvang, Samgat Maktudur, Samgat
Dmuing, Szmogat Fangharungan, Samgat Putat, Samget Kiniwang,

almost all of their psrujar or parwuwus were held by men, and

only B8 titles by women, namely Rajizputri, Reke Walaing, Rakai

i

—

i

3 . g N el N 2 F— - -
KHaztangan, Rshke Gunungan, Raftai Mwstan, and Ssagai.

IIT.b.3. Religious Activities

From all of the inscriptions studied, only @ two
inscriptions clearly mention women in this kind of activity.
The first inscription is the Sangsang inscription (807 A.D.).
It 1is mentioned in this inscription that after Sang Matudur
and Manguvut set out the offerings, Samgat Kalahg.Wungkal and
all his wives, Saygat Dyah Sucinte, Dyah Kina, Dyah Waita,
and Dyah Sawita gave the pagcopacqra (the five kinds of

offerings), ...i sampun I s5a&ji sang manguyut  pinarpah

SR T L samost calano munohka LS ? samoat "‘""':' 7 g
mangdiri  samgat  kalang wunghal muang samgat  anakbi  dyah

33
s 9

-
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'vah  hin
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dyaly waita dyah sawitsa mawalh

These women acted in the ceremony together
with their husband, and they could be seen as equal to their
husband in the ceremony because the inscription also mentions
that they, together with the husband (samgat kalang wungkal),
were given special places to sit compared with others
attending the ceremony. After giving the offerings, they went

to sit facing to the south, to the Sapg Hyang Kudur. Other
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officials took their seats behind Sang Hyang Kudur, other
witnesses took their seats fsacing to the north, and the
matron witnesses sat in the east. Although the Sangsang
inscription shows that women could be as active as men in the
ritual ‘activity, still, there are no other inscriptions,
especially from the period of 9th to early 10th century A.D.,
proving that women could be leaders of this kind of activity.
This is because often we find that the personal names of Sang
Makudur, Sang Hyang EKudur, or Sang Manguyut are not
mentioned, but, as persons who led the important part of the
ceremonies they received passi-psssak which was usually
wo than, mas (gold), or pirak (silver). #dihan is a kind of
batik cloth specially for men and usually was given in v«  or.
vigala which means a pair. A kind of batik cloth which was
given specially for women was called #42in or ken. This kain
waé usually given to someone in #l!ah or blsh, which means a
piece. From the inscriptions there are no religious leaders
such as Sang Makudur or Sang Manguyut who were given kain in
the ceremonies, only wdifar. This leads us to assume that
those 1leaders were meﬁ and the position was not common for

women.

The second inscription is the Taji inscription (801
A.D.). This inscription mentions that the Rakryan of
Watutihang, Pu Sanggramadhurandara, marked out the ground at
Taji under wata4 Dmung, and the rice-fields at Taji. The
reason was that a temple for the Dewssabha was to be

reconstructed and the ricefields at Taji should support this
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temple as its sima. The temple would then be under the Samgat
Dmung’'s family. It 1is mentioned that the wife of Samgat
Dmung, the Raka éri Bharu Dyah Dheta, together with her

children "should protect and take care of this dharmma,

rd - - ’ -
" - 53 s e gy i~ - ; o e o o 3 3
matangya rake sri bhare ateh winsibh rakryan i watu tihang
L] .
. . ’§ - - .
irikanang abibuan, muang sshanani wha rake sri  bharu, ri

ng Slahs, sirstsh pramana kumya;n&kna sang hvang
dharmma, . . .27 This inscription is very interesting because
the responsibility is mentionéd again and again as given to
the wife of Samgat Dmung and her descendant only. Samgat
Dmung is mentioned only once when he received the pasak-
pasak. If it is true that this temple and the sima were given
only to the Samgat’s wife, this inscription provides
strong evidence that women could have their own authority
over a temple and a =sima, and as in the Kancana
inscription, she could bequeath this property to her
children. But, if the citralsiha (the writer) donsidered that
Samgat Dmung to be the ruler of the areas where the temple
and its =sima were established, automatically he had
authority over them. If the reason why his name 1is not
mentioned 1s because it was his dufy to take care of his
lands and everybody would know this, then the responsibility
of the Samgat’s wife would be only as a support for her

husband.
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ITI.b.4. Economic Activities

What are included as economic activitieé here are the
activities of buying or selling lands, because not all of the
lands which were established in sima were given,b some wWere
bought from the owners, usually the villagers. Also included
is receiving pasai-pasak (gifts), because this kind of pasak-
pasak was received by certain people as a form of payment or

compensation for their loss of income.

From the 103 inscriptions used in thisbstudy, only two
of them show that women could Jjoin the transaction
activities, and in both cases they acted as the buyers. They
are the Panggumulan 2 inscription (803 A.D.) and the
Siddhayoga inscription (903 A.D.). Both of these inscriptions
mention the same person in relation to the same affairs. 1In
these inscriptions, it is written that Rakrydan Wantil , Pu
Palaka, together with his wife, Dya@ Prasada and their three
children bought the lands from the Ramantz of Panggumulan
which were the garden named Siddhayoga and the rice-fields at
Paniluan. Both of these lands were bought for the price of 3
kati of silver.28 Nothing more could be said than that this
.woman. bought these lands together with her family, which
meant that the authority over the lands should be under the

whole family, not uuder the woman alone.

Ten of the inscriptions used in this study give us

evidence that women from the high status ‘level were also
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included in the lists of the pasai—-pasat recipients. Among
those inscriptions, only the Randusari inscription (805
A.D.), the Wintang Mas B inscription (819 A.D.), and the
Gilikan 2 inscription (923 A.D.) show that women received
pasak—pasak more or less because of their own positions. The.
Randusari 1 inscription clearly shows that the woman, Rakai
Wwatan Pu Tammgr, received the pasai-pasat right after the
king, and her passfi-pasak could be seen as a gift to her
because of her status also as Aa#ai of Wwatan, who received
the order from the king.29 The Gilikan 2 inscription mentions
that one of the women receiving the pasai-pasai was the Fatih
Maduan (the-woman patih).30 And the Wintang Mas B inscription
mentions that the woman who received the pasai-pasat was the
wife of Rakryan Hino who was also the chief of Nayaka,31
Unfortunately, in this inscription, her status as the wife of
Rakrayan was writtén earlier than that as chief of Maveis. It
seems here that the passi-pasakt she received was also
considered as the pasai-pasat for the Hino’s wife, because
her husband was also the one who confirmed this 1legal

document.

Almost all of these inscriptiqns, that is the
. Balingawan ((891 A.D>), the Ngabean (878 A.D.), the Sugih
Manek ((915 A.D.), the Mantyasih 1 (807 A.D.), the Mantyasih
3 (807 A.D.), the Sangguran (928 A.D.), and the Panggumulan 1
(902 A.D), show that women received pasak-pasak because of

their husbands. In those inscriptions, usually their names
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are written right after their husbands. Sometimes their names
are mentioned, but sometimes, they are only mentioned as the
wife of someone. If we compare the numbers of men and women
who received pasaf-pasat from one inscription, for example,
. the difference is very clear. From all officials mentioned as
the recipients of passk-pasak, dnly one oOr two are
accompanied by their wives. This might be because their
husbands were in charge of the ceremony, as is found in the
Panggumulan 1 (802 A.D.). In this inscription we find that
the one who marked out the sim= was Sang Pamgat Puluvatu, Pu
Kunir, and his wife, Pu Babi, who also féceived pasak-pasak.
In the Mantyasih 1 (807 A.D.) we find that Dyab Tales was the
official who marked out the sims, and his wife, Dyap Wraiyan,
also received the passk-pasai. >2 But, if their husbands were
not 1in charge of the ceremony, and we still find that their
wives also received the passafi-pasat, this could mean that
their husband s position had something to do with the areas
that were establishedf It is not easy to determine why all of
those officials were not accompanied by their wives 1in
receiving the pasak-pssak, because the rules relating to siaa

are not mentioned very clearly in the inscription.

As regards the donors of the pasak-pasaké, only one
inscription gives us evidence about how women could
participate in this kind of activity. The Telaga Tanjung

inscription (861 A.D.) gives us the list of those who gave

i

Das

1

ih-pasaf to someone who could not be recognised in  the

inscription, but might be the official who established that
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=im=. From that list, there are two women appearing together
with their husbands giving that pasasi-pasesk

Lanakwi sang

NEANGUEANG DU Simpe paw

in
.o

. . .. . .
I sira ken atmaraitss sawlah sisim

y
e

wrat su oma I anafwi swami kavuwangl pu SJimit paweh 1 sira
ken, .. ("...the wife of Sang Pangurang Pu Simpe gave
him/her 1 piece of atmarsisa cloth and ring with the weight
of 1 su m=, the wife of the Lord of Kayuwangi gave him/her
cloth...”). This 1s the only inscription from the period

k

jif]

3

chosen which shows that women could give the passi-pas
but, why only two women? perhaps for the same reason as for
those who received passt—pasak, that is, that their husbands

were involved with the areas that were being marked out.

ITII.b.5. Juridical Activities

There are not many Jjavapatra (Juridical) inscriptions
found in Java. One of them is the Guntur inscripfion (807
A.D.) which tells us how the court was conducted in a case of
debt. In the Guntur inscription the person being charged was
Pu Tabwel and he was charged because his wife, who had
already passed away, had not paid her debt. But then, it was
said that he never knew about this debt and it was common in
the society tﬁat such_a debt could not be accrued to the
husband, only to their children. From this inscription we get
information that Pu Tabwel was called to the court by Sang
= =an, Pu Gawul and his wife, Pu Gallam. Among the

witnesses, there was Guru Waju, the wife of the former Samgat
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Finapar,. This means thaf the women as the wives of Samgat
Finapan, who was in charge for this affair, could participate
actively. Even though a woman’ s husband might be dead, her
status still made her active in the court, as in the case of
Guru Waju. What we cannot know is whether there was any woman

e W el ad L3y

who was a Samgst Finap

13

{

:r or not, because there 1is no

inscription found which mentions this.
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IV
LOW STATUS WOMEN AND THEIR ACTIVITIES

IV.a. Low Status Women

The low status group in Javanese society were those who
resided and were involved actively in the wanwa communities.
According to de Casparis, the wanua community gives the
impression of people who might not be exactly equal in social
status, although they clearly belonged to the same social
class. To support this interpratation, de Casparis estimated
that the particles used in front of the personal names in the
inscriptions were used as a mark of classification. Usually,

there were three kinds of particles used, which were 5i,

1

i

ang, and Fu, De Casparis suggested that $i was a particle
used by ordinary villagers while %arng and Fu were honorific
particles. However, we still have to consider that this
generalisation varies between periods and regions, and it is
a fact that some inscriptions used the.particles equally for
all the wvillagers. Although some people were clearly
recognised as belonging to the honorific group , they still

used i in front of their names (De Casparis 1986:5-6).
Inside wanus, there was more than one group  of
villagers. Van der Meer in her thesis about sawah cultivation

in ancient Java suggested that the ancient Javanese villages
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usually consisted of three groups of people. The first was
the owners of sswaf fields which was known also as the core
villagers. They were known also as the village ‘elite” who
were the déscendants of the original village founders.
Because usually the membe?ship of this group was passed down
within the family, these pecople were very exclusive. Their
roles in the wanus éommunity were considered very important.
They enjoyed fpll fights and privileges, and even when they
retired, these #4s4:i (grandfathers) still continued‘to have an
important position in wanua afairs. The second group was the
villagers ﬁho had no sawzsh fields. They might have tegal
(garden or non—irrigated) lands but not =s=awafr and although
they had houses usually those houses were on other people’s.
lands. And finally, the third group was the group without
property. Van der Meer added that those included in the third
group were unmarried children, newly married couples and also
newcomers (Van der Meer 1879:56-57). De Casparis in one of
his articles (1988) suggested that there were two major
groups of villagers. The first group was known as the elite
group which consistea of (presumed) descendants of the

original founders of the wanus. They were also recognised as

it

nak wanus (children of the village). The people belonging to
this group could own s&wah (irrigated ricefields) and usﬁally
participated actively 1in the village councils. The second
group was the group of people who were the later arrivals and
their descendants (De Casparis 1988: 8-9). Actually Van der
Meer and de Casparis suggest almdst the same arrangement only

de Casparis’s 1is more simple: the villagers who had full
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civil rights and enjoyed more privileges were those of the
aescendants of the village founders and automatically those
who arrived later got less than the first. Usually the second
group members were the labourers and could pot be actively

involved in w=anus afairs.

Apart from information about the villagers of the
manuz, the inscriptions also give us information about an
organized village bureaucracy consisting of many officials. A

wanus  was usually led by a group of village elders known as

fw)
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Samants who belonged to the elite group (De Casparis
1986:8-9). This group or ~ama was divided into fama Magman or
Rams Mangagam Kon meaning the group of Rama who still held
office and functioned as leaders, and R=sms Marats, the group .
of elderly who had already retired but were often still

considered as wanus advisors.

s Magman as the group of peopie actively leading
wanus affairs consisted of officials with different titles,
and each area had diffefent numbers and types of officials.
For example, in the king Balitﬁng ‘period, where his
territories spread from Central to East Java and consisted of
138 warnus under 73 watak, there were about 30 titles
mentionéd which belonged to the warnus councils. But, of thosé
30 titles, however, only 10 appear constantly, the othefs
only appear once or twice. Those 10 titles were Rama Marata,

Fusti Parujar, Kalang, Tuh Kalang, Titha MManua,
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Falima, #sriga,and Huiw ras, According to de Casparis, FRama
Marats, Kalang, Tuhs §Kalsng, Gusti and 7Tuhse Hanus are
positioned in the top of the 1list and the other five
functioned as supervisors of different affairs. For example,
Hulw dras was the official responsible for rice supplies and

#arics was the village astrologer.

Women of this 1low 1level were mentioned 1in the
inscriptions Jjust as women of the high level were. Commonly,
they are mentioned as anakbi or the wife of someone. And the
inscriptions also mention f=zipanta or SRenanta meaning the
wife of Ramanits (Zoetmulder 1882:1548). Sarkar in his
translations used ‘matrons’ or ‘wives®  as the meaning of
Rzinanta, but inconsistently he used "the mother of"” in his
other translations (Sarkar II:34).1 In my opinion “the wife
of° is more suitable for the term Rsinanta or Renanta. In the
Panggumulan 1 inscription the word FAaipanta 1is abbreviated
into ~=i, which could still mean "the wife of ", because £f=ai
is very close with the word ~Aayi which means ’wife” or
‘spouse’ (Zoetmulder 1982:1526). Other terms of address used
in the inscriptions for these women are ibu ni or inang ni
which mean “the mother of someone’. Apart from wives or

mothers, the inscriptions also mention young women villagers,

3
1

called Rarsi Waduan or Fara, who participated in the sims
ceremony. It 1is interesting to note that this young group
never appear in the high status women. Below is a table which

shows all the low status women and where they are found in

the inscriptions:
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TABLE III

LOW STATUS WOMEN

Name of inscription Status Name

(A.D.)
Jakarta (887) Anakbi Pu Bha -
(The wife of Pu
Bha) :
Taji (901) Anakwanua i Taji 1) Si Padas
: 4 (The villagers of 2) Si Mendut
Taji)

Renanta Hatuha & -
Renanta Manuti i

Tpi Siring

(The wives of

Ramanta of neighbouring

places)

Guntur (907) Anakbwi Pu Tabwel Si Campa
(Thevwife of Pu
Tabwel)

Sugih Manek (915) Rama i Tpi Siring
: i Kalilingan:
(Rama of neighbouring
places of Kalilingan)
1)Ibu ni Kalangan '~ Dapu Hyang Tambir
(the mother of
Kalangan) '

2)Ibu ni Randungan Sang Gnuk
(the mother of
Randungan)

Lintakan (3919) 1. Anakbi Rama M3gman
ing Kasugihan: '
(The wives of Rama
Magman of Kasugihan:)
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-Anakbi Kalang

(The wife of Kalang)
-Anakbi Tuha Wanua
(The wife of Tuha Wanua)
-Anakbi Gusti

(The wife of Gusti)
-Anakbi Winkas

(The wife of Winkas)
-Anakbi Wariga

(The wife of Wariga)
-Anakbi Parujar

(The wife of Parujar)

2)Anakbi rdama i lintakan
(The wives of rama of
Lintakan):
-Anakbi-Kalang
(The wife of Kalang)
-Anakbi Gusti
(The wife of Gusti)
-Anakbi Tuhabanua
(The wife of Tuhabanua)
-Anakbi Winkas
(The wife of Winkas)
-Anakbi
(The wife of)
-Anakbi Parujar
(The wife of Parujar)

3)Anakbi Rama i_Tunah
(The wives of Rama
of Tunah):
~Anakbi Kalang
(The wife of Kalang)
-Anakbi Tuha Banua
(The wife of Tuha Banua)
-Anakbi Parujar
(The wife of Parujar)

4)Anakbi Rama i Wra
(The wives of Rama
of Wra):
-Anakbi Kalang
(The wife of Kalang)
-Anakbi Gusti
(The wife of Gusti)
-Anakbi Tuha Banua
(The wife of Tuha Banua)
-Anakbi Winkas :
(The wife of Winkas)

5)Anakbi Rama i
Turumangambwil

(The wife of Réma of
Turumangambwil):



-Anakbi Kalang
(The wife of Kalang)

6)Rarai Waduan

Gilikan 1 (823) Rainanta -
(The wives of Ramanta)

Randusari 1 (8095) Rainanta
(The wives of Ramanta):
1)Inang ni Pingul -
(The mother of
Pingul)
2)Inang ni Gantih Si Tiris
(The mother of
Gantih)
3)Inang ni Jawil Si Wirikan
(The mother of
Jawil) :
43Insng ni Cuddha Si Jabwan
(The mother of
¢uddha)
5)Inang ni Kamman Si Limwaya
(The mother of
Kamman)
6)Inang ni Gading Si Wulakan
(The mother of
Gading)

Rard -

(The young women): 1)Si Karigna
2)S1i Darigl
3)Si Rumpuk

Panggumulan 1 (802) - Rainanta Sang Matuha

{(The wives of the

elderly):

1)Rai Nangga Si Turuk
(The wife of
Nangga)

2)Rai Bai Si Tadah
(The wife of )
Bai)

3)Rai Daimoh Si Rumpung
(The wife of
Daimoh)

Rainanta sang manuti
(The wives of elderly:
1)Rai Krsna Si Gawi
(The wife of
Kggna)
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2)Rai Sryan

(The wife of
Sryan)
3)Rai Rampuan
(The wife of
Rampuan)
4)Rai Tugan
(The wife of
Tugan)
5)Rai Burubuh
(The wife of
Burubuh)
6)Rai Mahear
(The wife of
Mahear)
7)Rai Tarum
(The wife of
Tarum)
8)Rai Ramya
(The wife of
Ramya)
9)Rai Gamwo
(The wife of
Gamwo )
10)Rai Gamwaus
(The wife of
Gamwaus)
11)Rai Bari
(The wife of
Bari)
12)Rai Dayana
(The wife of
Dayana)
13)Rai Biredis
(The wife of
Biredis)
14)Rai Go
(The wife of
. Go)
15)Rai Wdai
" (The wife of
Wdai)

Anakmanuam anakbi

(The wives of
villagers):

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Si

Magya
Kuduk
Wrut
Kinang
Daki
Turukan
Haryya
Balyah
Pdﬁjang
Lamyat
Dayang
Dita
Kutil

Tugan

1)Si Mahyang
2)Si Tagés

3)Si

Rikha

4)Si Sojara
5)Si Widoh

B8)Si

Rampwas

7)S51 Kadya
8)Si Camma



Gilikan 2 (823) Winkas anakwi
(The wife of Winkas)

IV.b. Participation of Low Status Women in Activities

Unlike the high status women who were actively involved
in five kinds of éctivities in the society, the 1low status
women, based on the inscriptions chosen, were only active in
social, administrative, economic, and of course cultural
activities, as some inscriptions mention in general that all
the guests (including women) could participate in the
activities. There is no inscriptionvwhich shows that woman
from this group took part actively in the  juridical
activities. And, in the <case of religious activities,
especially the ritual actions in the establishment of sim=,
there 1is no evidence that women of this 1low level did
anything special as was found for the high status group in
the Sangsang inscription (807 AD). In this inscription, it is
mentioned that all the wives of Samgat Kalang Wungkal gave
the Fancopscara or the five kinds of offerings to the priest.
For the low status women, on the other hand, if they attended
a ceremony, they merely sat there and observed the ceremony
‘like the other guests without doing anything special. The
Gilikan 2 inscription which is used here as an example shows
that women of the low status group, together with .the men

attended the ceremony and did something which can be

considered as a regular activity, giving honour to the sacred
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objects. The inscription mentions, ...sang wahute patih

muang ramants raipanta muang rama tpis siring kabaih manambah
i sang hyang wunghkasl muang btulumpang..."” (all the Wahuta

Patih with Ramanta, the wives of Ramanta and the Rama of
neighbouring places gave honour to Sang Hyang Wungkal and-

Kulumpang...")
IV.b.1. Social Activities

The majority of the inscriptions which mention women of
the 1low status group show that they were involved in social
activities, especially as the witnesses of the establishment
of s=ims. Although they received gpassasi-pssat (gifts) 1in  the
form of one piece of #4=im for each person, and sometimes also
silver or gold, this actiQity can not be seen as an economic
activity as could happen with the high status women. There
are some women of the high status level who received pasak-—
DaRsak .because they were the witnesses of the ceremony, for
example,‘the wives of the Patih in the Taji inscription (801
AD) and in the Lintakan inscription (818 AD). But, almostiall
the high'status womeﬁ who are mentioned in the inscriptions
received the pasai-pasct as a form of payment because after
the lands were lished as @simas, usually they suffered some
losses including their income. This is why the passi-pasak
was given as a compensation. If women received the gasak-
pasak  because they attended the ceremony and functioned as
witnesses, this means only that these women'took part in the

social aspect of the ceremony.
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There are three inscriptions mentioning that low:
status women received pasask-pasak as witnesses in the
ceremony. The Lintakan inscription (819 AD) mentions that

magman ing kasugihsn or the wives of the members

anakbi
of wvillage council of Kasugihan, as well as the wives of
Kalang, Gusti, Tuha Banua and Winkas of Lintakan, all

received 1 piece of #=:in each. Other women who received the

same [ were the wives of the neighbouring village
councils such as Tunah, Wia, and Turumangambwil.2 The Gilikan
2 inscription (8923 AD) of which only its last part has been
found, mentions that #iniss anakwi or the wife of a Vinkss
whose name was si Dmit received pasak—-pasak& in the form of 1
piece of #ain.3 And finally, the Panggumulan 1 inscription
(902 A.D.) mentions that ARsinanta Sang Matuhe o} the wives of
the elders which were si Turuk, si Tadak and éi Rumpung,
received pssasfi—pasak in form of 1 piece of #2inm and 1 4ampit

for each, while the Sang Manuti or the wives of

other members of the village council received only 1 piece of

#5in  for each person. The other women who alsc received

sak  in this inscription were anak manuam anskbi  who
might be the wives of villagers who were not members of any

council. Their pasakt—-paszt were in form of silver 4 ma for

v
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The other inscriptions do not say that women received
pasak—pssak  or mention directly that there were women as
witnesses. But at the end, some inscriptions mention that
there were women at the ceremony and they joined the feast.
The first inscription in this category is the Er Hangat
inscriétion (888 AD). Although there are lists of FRams and
other officials Who received passi-passk, we do not find

women mentioned. The only information about women is from the

" 5

inum, ..

0y,

sentence, .matuhs manwan laki bipi MEMAIANGanN Man
("...the o0ld and young, men and women eat and drink...").
This means that.there were women who joined the feast in the
ceremony, but because they had no special position they did
not receive the pasask-pasak. Another inscription which shows
almost the same case was the Taji inscription (801 AD). 1In
this inscription,~ the women are not mentioned directly . as
witnesses but we know that they were present at the ceremony
because the inscription mentions that they were given the
lontar 1leaves (usually used as the place for the food) and
moreover, they also joined the dancing with all the Rama B
The third inscription is the Randusari 1 inscription (805
AD). The women in this inscription are mentioned one by one
without any further information whether they were the
witnesses or not, and they also did not receive pasak-passk.
We could only presume that they were positioned as the
attendants of the ceremony and followed the ceremony like the

other guests. The Sangsang inscription (807 AD) is the last

inseription in this category. In this ‘inseription the
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involvement of the low status women is mentioned
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inscription informs us way
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(" ...Sang Wahuta Hyang Kudur sat facing to the east,
Patih Wahuta sat behind Sang Wéhuta Hyang Kudur, the
Wukajana, of Tumpang, of Wuru Tlu and all the

neighbouring .places sat facing the north, the wives

the east of the tent facing to the west...")

Another
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the
of.
of

on

women

took part is on the occasion of giving away their properties.

See, for instance, in the Taji inscription (801 A.D.), a

group of wvillagers 1including the women gave away their
properties for +the purpose of a temple construction which
would be called &fabiftuan ing Dewasabhs  (the Temple of
Dewasabha). It 1is written in this 1inscription, "...anung
makalmah  ikanang  Imah anab wanua 1 taji, ngaran nitanang
malmal, 51 rama i tihang, muang 1 opadass ibu ni sumég,
#i mendut ibu ni MANGRAS . 2« 2 4 Eﬁl%i? Praéﬁmu umShakannikanang
imﬁﬁ...“S ("...those who had these lands were the villageré
of Taji, the names of those owners were, Si Tukai the father
of Tihang and Si Padas the mother of Sumeg, Si Meg@ut the

mother of Mangas,..., all of them gave away the
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It is clear from this inscription that women, although they
were from a low status group and were not the members of the
village council, could own lands. If they wanted, they could

gave these lands away for religions purposes.
IV.b.2. Administrative Activities

There are two kinds of administrative activities which

are participated in by the women of the low status group. The

first 1is marking out of =sims and the other 1is women’'s

i

1

participation in the village councils. Each activity is

represented in only one inscription.

It is mentioned in the Jakarta inscription (887 AD)
that the wife of Pu Bha joined her husband and brother 1in
marking out the simad. If this is true, it means that
although this Jakarta inscription is incomplete, it can
still be used to show that a woman of the low status level
could also mark out a =z=ims like high status women. And 1like

almost all the high status women, she aiso did not do it by

herself but was accompanied by men.

In the case of women s participation in the wvillage
councils, the inscription of Sugih Manek (915 AD) shows that

there were two women who were members of the AZma council. In

the inscription, it is written, "...rama +tpi siring i
slanglingan dapu hvang tambir ibu Ealangan ..., sSang  gnuk
o s ooy oy e ¢ g g o " 10 " oy - . .

tou RTLNGEN ( Fama of the neighbouring places of
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Kalanglingan DRapu Hyang Tambir the mother of Kalangan,...,
Sang Gnuk the mother of Raqqungan...”). This is, as far as 1
know, the only inscription which shows that women could
participate in the village councils. If we compare the number
of men and that of women who were sitting in the village.
councils, we could see clear differences (see tables 1in

Appendix).
IV.b.3. Economic Activities

The Guntur inscription (807 AD) is the only inscription
from the period chosen which mentions women frum the low
status group being involved in economic activity. It 1is

written in this inscription, ... hana sang dharma  ngaranva,

de  sang oharma,

camps nguniweh var wruha

fietang .. ." (there was a man called Sang Dharma who was

also the father of Manghamping from Wurakung. He remindéd Pu
Tabwel about the debt of‘mﬁg st 1, it was not the debt of Pu
_Tabwgl, it was the debt éf his wife whose name was Si Cﬁmpa
and also the relative of Sang Dharma, Si Campa had died
already, and Pu Tabwél was reminded by Sang Dharma. There was
ne child of Pu Tabwel and Si Campa moreover did not know

about this debt ..."). This indicates that women dt that time
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could borrow money on their own account, without 1its being
known and without any permission from the husband. This
inscription also informs us that such debts could not accrue
to the husband if there was no child of their marriage and
he did not know anything about them. But, was that rule also
applied to woman if the same case happened to them and the
husband was the one who borfowed the money and there was also
no child of their marriage? Until now, we have never found a
text dealing with how the debt should be paid by the family
if one of them, especially the ohe who was responsible' for
that debt died. Even Kitab Perundang-undangan Majapshit, a
special book of law from the Majapahit period which' was
issued in = the 15th century, does not give any information

about this.
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Notes

These differences are found in Sarkar’'s translation in
" the Panggumulan inscription part II1:17-18

See the Lintakan inscription (919 A.D.) part II:7-8 and
IT1:10-12

See the Gilikan 2 inscription (923 A.D.) part a

See the Panggumulan 2 inscription (903 A.D.) part IIla:
2-3

See the Er Hangat inscription (888A.D.) part IIa:1-2
See the Taji inscription (901 A.D.) line 8

See the Sangsang inscription part II RECTO:13-VERSO 1
See 'the Taji inscrritpion (801 A.D.) line 1

The Jakarta 1nscr1pt10n (887 A.D.) line 2-3 reads

" ..Lch: 5 Pu Bha rama ni Sragu ( )sa anakbi muang
kabta nira Pu Dati 381 ni, ..., Sima gstra 1i,,." ".
at the tlme when Pu Bha the father of Sragu ( )sa hlS
wife and her brother Pu Dati the grandfather of , .

. - L1
sima gatrs in ... ").

See the Sugih Manek inscription (815 A.D.) part VERSO:
12-13
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CONCLUSION

Based on the inscriptions from the 9th to early 10th
century A.D., Javanese women seem not to have been equal to
men. This situation appears consistent with certain scholars”
hypothesis, especially Shelley Errington’s. It is stated by
her that, although differences between men and women 1in
Indonesia are not highly marked in contrast with other
societies, subtle indications of differences still occur and
may be  considered as gender markers. It is true that
differences always egist, even in the 0ld Javanese society
which has long been held up as a society in which women were
equal to men in many aspects of life, and where women can be

identified as having high positions.

The inscriptions chosen show that almost all kinds of
activities described were participated in by both men and
women, including ordering someone to‘mark out a sima, marking
out the =ims, having authority over some lands, receiving
compensation 1in the establishment of sima, giving away
properties, buying 1lands, and being a witness in the
establishment of sims. But, the results of this study show
clear differences. These differences are particularly marked

when we analyse how many women were actively taking part 1in

each activity.
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The striking differences between how many women or men
participated in an activity can be seen easily in their
participation in: administrative activities, especially as
members of governmental bodies, either central or 1local
government. The inscriptions list the titles of persons who
functioned as gbvernment officials (see page 86 and tables
in Appendix). But, of all of them only 7 titles appeared as
belonging to women, namely : Rajaputri, Rake of Walaing,
Rakai of Watangan, Rake of Gunungan, Rakai of Wwatan, Samgat,

Patih, Nayaka, Rama of Kalanglingan.

Religious activities are another striking example of
gender differences in the society. Women are hnever found
having a title which shows that they were the 1leader of
reiigious activities. Although other sources mention that a’
woman could be a priest, the inscriptions, which almost all
mention ritual activities in the sims ceremonies, never
mention that the Hang Mabtuduwr, Sang Hvang Kuduwr or Samgat

Makudir, who used to lead the ritual ceremonies, was a woman.

With these results, we learn something of these women’s
'roleé in the society. Usually Woﬁen could participate in the
same activites as men, such as marking out a sima or buying
lands. It is the difference in quantity that makes them seen
not equal. The other thing which also leads to them not being
seen as equal is that almost all of the women are mentioned

in the inscriptions in company with men, while the men appear
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without being accompanied by women.

In almost every activity where women participated
actively or inactively, they are mentioned as the wife of
someone, and their names are mentioned after their husbands;
names. If women could have such titles , which usually
indicate that the person bearing the title had a speciél
function, why did almost all of the inscriptions mention that
‘these women were either accompanied by men or they were
accompanying men? This situation seems to indicate that in
the majority of cases their titles did not have the same
Qalue as men’s titles. Women's titles, from almost all of
those that are mentioned in the inscriptions, indicate their
status in society, generally as the wives of the members. of
village councils, the wives of high officials, or the wife of
the king; rather than their roles and functions in society as

is the case with men

This study is concerned with 92 inscriptions from the
9th to the early 10th century A.D.. From all of them only 29
inscriptions mentioned women from different status groups. To
get a comprehensive picture of women of the Old‘ Javanese
period we should also consider that. this study has a
limitation. This is because the information given in those
inscriptions relate mainly to high status women, and to a
limited range of situations. The picture of how daily

activities were done, especially by lower class women, is not
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presented. If we compare it with the guotation from the Dutch
missionary (see page 24), we can see that not all social
activities in which women might have been involved are

recorded in the inscriptions.
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GLOSSARY: JAVANESE TERM USED

scaryya - priestly name

L
'r2 - royal order

vk owanus - villager

- official

anugraha - gift, grant, favour
bhiktsuka - é stage of being a priest
Fini haji - queen, ruler’s wife

»iaf - measurement

brafiman - priestly class

bust haji - service to king or ruler

calturwarna - caste system

"

e

i
5

il

asirama — four stage of life
ka - era (commencing 78 A.D.)
citraleihs - writer

d#ng - priestly particle

dharma sacred domain

drwya - property

drwya haii - ruler’s share

gawail haji - service due to the ruler
“hasthva - a stage of being married
haii - king, ruler

aran - official
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fiiiv @ir - supervisor of irrigation works
hulw wras - supervisor of rice supplies
hule wuatan - supervisor of bridge building

tvang - god, gods

inarng - mother

Juruy - official

kaim - a batii cloth specially for women

I

grandfather, senior

-~ a title for workers

- king

i - highest official

mapatih - minister

mamgat - high official
=amgsat — high official

official (under r=afryan)

ini - grandmother

L -

pancopacara - five kinds of offerings

fatc¥atel

e

srang - official (under mangilala drwya hajii)
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1A .
SEIFEMEEKIErI - queen

paranangsa - noble family

Sundts - oo
pinghai - official

pratvaya - official (under wstzi)

21 - wife of someone

vrwarni - ruler, high official

rama - village elder

- village elder
ams marats - retired rame

rana magman - rams who still holding the office

tpil siring - rama of neighbouring places

sambhangds - reason

= -

]

- honorific particle

i

sawszh - ricefields
#i - particle (before personal name)
z=ima - freeholding lands

swiirs - slave class
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tahil - measurement
tanda, matapda - official

tawan - official (usually mention together with pangiéur and,

Firip

TiisE - e lder

titha falang - elder of the group of kziang

fuha wanus - elders of the village

tnggn Jurung - guardian of ricefields

undahsgi — craftsman

upabarva - official

,..
o
<7

Iy

.
-

“d

4]

v person assisting the priest in the ceremony
s s, waduan - female

wmacfwa - official

wahuts - offiecial (for ritual activities) =

winaprastha - a stage of retired and meditate in the forest

watak, wated - unit consisting of a number of villages

- shadow puppets performance

widiharn - special batit cloth/garment for man
winkas (M inghkas)t - official

worg ©ilik - common people

w&ng.lgmﬁén - common people

wragaii - royal family
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Appendix 1

List of the inscriptions from 8th to early 10th

Century A.D.

Inscriptions Date
(A.D.)
Dieng 809
Kémalagi (Kamalagyan) 821
karang Tengah 824
Abhayananda 826
Gandasuli I 827
Kuti 840
Tri Tepusan I 842
Tri Tepusan II 842
$ri Kahulunan 842
Tulang Air 850
Tulang Air II 850
Ratu Baka 856
Siwagrha 856
Gunung Murya 860
Kancana- 860
Gunung Wule 861
Wukiran 8862
Telaga Tanjung 862
Pereng 862
Walaing 863
Wanua Tengah 1 863
Wanua Tengah 2 863

CIJ I:VII

PI I:126-128; CIJ I:IX
CIJ I:X

BLPPN 8:3-21

0JO III; CIJ I:XI

KO II; CIJ I:XII

0JO X; CIJ I:XII

0J0 XVII; CIJ I:XIII

PI II:232-243; 0JO VI;
CIJ I:XVI

PI II:231f; OJO V
CIJ I:XVII

PI II:272-277

PI II:311-330; CIJ I:XIX
CIJ I:XXI

CIJ I:XXII

CIJ I:XXIII

CIJ I:XXV

0J0 VII; CIJ I:XXIV
KO I:XXIII; CIJ I:XXV
PI I1:341-343

0JO VIII; CIJ I:XXVI
CIJ I:XXVII
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Krapyag
Polengan 1
Waharu 1

Sri Manggala
Humanding
Jurungan

Haliwangbang

Wintang Mas A

Patapan 3
Mamali

Kwak 1

Kwak 2
Salingsingan
Wuatan Tija
Taragal

Ra Tawun

Ra Tawun 2
Alih Tingal
Randusari 1
Randusari 2
Munggu Antan
Jakarta

Er Hangat

Balingawan

874
875
878
877
878
878
878
879
879
880
880
881
881
881
883
885
885
887
887
888

891

105

0JO
CIlJd
CIJd
CIJ
CIJg
0J0
CIJ
0Jo
0JO
CIJd
CIJd
CIJd
CIJd
QJo
0Jo
INI
INI
0Jo
CIJ
0JO

0Jo

I:XXVIII

I:XXX

I:XXXI

XI; CIJ I:XXXII
I:XXXIV |
I:XXXV

I:XXXVI
I:XXXVII

c1

I:XXXIX

XII; CIJ I:XL
XIII; CIJ I:XLI
I:XLII

I:XLVI

I:XLVII

I:XLIX

XVI; CIJ I:L
CIX

I:29f

I1:29-30

XVIII; CIJ I:LIII
I:LIV

cIvV

XIX-XX; CIJ I:LVI



(A.D.)
Wadihati so1 0J0 XCVIIT; CIJ TI:CI
Panunggalan 896 CIJ I:LVIII
Penampihan 8398 CIJ I:LIX
Ayam Teas 1 901 -
Ayam Teas 2 a01 -
Taji 901 0JO XXIII; CIJ II:LXI
Kayu Ara Hiwang 901 -0J0 XXII; CIJ II:LXII
Watukura 1 802 0JO XXIV; CIJ II:LXIII
Panggumulan 1 902 CIJ II:LXIV
Siddhayoga 803 EET IV:176-178
Telang 1 304 CIJd II:LV
Telang 2 804 CIJ II:LXV
Poh . 905 CIJ II:LXVI
Kubu-kubu 805 CIJ II:LXVII
Kikil Batu 2 905 CIJ I:XLII
Rabwan 905 BEFEO LI:58-582
Palapangan 3086 CIJ II:LXVIII
Kandangan ' | 908 0J0 XXV; CIJ IILXIX
Mantyasih 1 807 CIJ II: LXX
Mantyasih 2 907 CIJ II:LXXI
Mantyasih 3 907 0JO0 CVIII; CIJ II:CX
Sangsang 907 CIJ II:LXXII
Guntur - 807 0JO CXXX; CJI II:LXXIII
Kasugihan 907 CIJ II:LXXIV
Kinewu ‘ : | 907 0JO XXVI; CIJ II:LXXV
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(A.D.)
Kaladi s09 CIJ II:LXXVIII
Tulangan " 910 0JO XXVIII; CIJ II:LXXIX
Taji Gunung 910 0J0O XXXVI; CIJ II:LXXX
Wuru Tunggal 911 0J0 XXIX; CIJ II:LXXXI
Timbanan Wungkal 912 ‘ 0J0 XXXV; CIJ II:LXXXII
Sugih Manek 915 0JO XXX; CIJ II:LXXXIV
Kiringan 917 CIJ II:LXXXV
Lintakan 918 | CIJ II:LXXXVI
Wintang Mas B’ 919 CIJ II:LXXXVIII
Harinjing B .7 921 CIJ ITI: LXXXIX
Wurudu Kidul 922 CIJ II:XC
Wurudu Kidul B 922 CIJ II:XC 7
Gilikan 1 923 CIJ II:CIV
Gilikan 2 923 CIJg II:CV
Harinjing C 927 EEI III, A 103
Palabuhan 927 CIJ II:XCIII
Wulakan 928 EEI III, A 104
Kinawe 928 CIJ II:XCV
Sangguran 928 0J0 XXXI; CIJ II:XCVI
Panggumulan 3 928 0J0 XXXI; CIJ II:XCVIII
Kambang Sfi 928 0JO XXXIII; CIJ II1:XCII
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Appendix 2:

century A.D.

Tables of inscriptions 9th to early 10th
which mention women’s

participation in the activities

Table

Table

Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table
Table

Table

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Karang Tengah
Gandasuli I
Tri Tepusan 1
Tri Tepusan II
Kancana

Telagé Tanjung
Wukiran
Ngabean .
Munggu Antan
Jakarta

Er Hangat
Balingawan
Penampihan
Taji
Panggumulan 1
Panggumulan 2
Siddhayoga
Randusari 1(Poh)
Mantyasih 1
Mantyasih 3

Sangsang

842
842
860
862
862
878
887
887
888
891
898
301
902
903
903
905
907
907

907

108

CIJ
0Jo
0Jo
0Jo
CIJd
0Jo
CIlJ
CIJd
0Jo
CIJd
0Jo
0Jo
CIJ
0Jo
CIJ
CIJd
EEI
CIJ
CIJ
0Jo

CIJ

I:X
ITI; CIJ I:XI

X; CIJ I:XII
XVII; CIJ I:XIII
I:XXII |
VII; CIJ I:XXIV
I:XXV

I:XXXVIII
XVIII; CIJ I:LIII
I:LIV

CIV

XIX-XX; CIJ I:LVI

I:LIX

XXIII; CIJ II:LXI

IT:LXIV

II:LXIV
1V:176-178
II:LXVI

II: LXX

CVIII; CIJ II:CX
IT:LXXII



24
25
286
27
28
29

Guntur

Kinewu

Sugih Manek
Lintakan
Wintang Mas B
Gilikan 2
Kinawe

Sangguran

915
919
9189
823
928
928

108

0J0
0JO
0J0
CIJ
CIJ
CIJ
CIJ

0JO

CXXX; CJI II:LXXIII
XXVI; CIJ II:LXXV
XXX; CIJ II:LXXXIV
II:LXXXVI
II:LXXXVIII

I1:CV

II:XCV

XXXI; CIJ II:XCVI
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