












sarigoi v. 
sarigoni Vo 
sarilele Vo 
sarilelei v. 
sarina s. 
sarioau Vo 
sarisa adj. 

to place or put in line towards speaker 
to place in line from .0 •• 

to play at putting in lines 
to put or place in lines 
sea �s�h�o�r�e�~� beach 
to place together in lines 
placed:; put 
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sarisari, sari- Vo to place out on lines, as cococuts9 sar- with 

sariwunua v. 
sarosaro, saro- Vo 
sarosaro Vo 
sauni v. 

sausauni v. 
sawosawo, sawo- v. 
seai v. 

saera adj. 
sebi So 

seevai adv. 
sega So 

segasega, sega- v. 
segavaivai Vo 
seisei, se­
sela, selasela 
sela marai 
selesele 
seri 
seriada 
sese 
sesei 
seu 
seule 
seuseule 
sia 
siakau 
siaki 
siau 
saiupiri 
sibaedara 
sigara 
sigasiga 
sigaru 
sii 
siisii 7 Sll­
siisiiri 
siliu 
sima 
sina 
sina 

Vo 
adj 0 

s. 
adj. 
adj. 
adj 0 

adjo 
s. 
So 

adj 0 

" 
s. 
s. 
s. 
s. 
s. 
so 
s. 
s. 
s. 
s. 
v. 
Vo 
so 
so 
s. 
s. 

many adv. modifications 
to place in line ready 
to �w�r�1�t�e�~� to �t�a�t�t�o�o�~� to draw 
�w�r�i�t�i�n�g �~� tattooing? drawing 
to fill up hole with earth9 e.g. grave 

or hole for house post 
ditto ditto 

with many advo modifications, to leave 
to think (mistakenly); to imagine (incorrectly;) 

to take someone or something for o. 

(incorrectly)? seai is followed by the 
dative, i.e. la 

bitter 
side 
no; negative answer to direct question 
ripple 
to ripple 
to overflow 
auxiliary �v�e�r�b�~� to d07 to act9 perform; work at 
thin; emaciated 
consumption 
diagonal:; diZl,zY9 ini selesele, giddy:; 
a 10t9 many; all 
all; many; a lot 
leaning (a tree) 
scales of a fish; ring worm scales 
shavings 
light in weight 
fairly light in weight 
name of native tree 
spec. of banana 
bird of paradise; Regina 
shark-like fish 
small native bird 
council? assembly 
broad leaf plant9 used for wrapping sago 
waste 
pumpkin 
a �s�q�u�i�r�t�~� loose �b�o�w�e�l�s�~� diarrhoea 
to spray,squirt 
to tap so as to detect rot in wood 
slit? crackj narrow opening; line 
a scent 
ancestor; plur. sinaiva, ancestors 
female animal 

sinae s. �b�o�w�e�l�s�~� intestines 
sinari 

sinasina 
sinasinari 
sinau 
suoro 
sipo 
siposipo, sipo­
sipoera 
siriri 

s. canoe binding vine; the binding at sides of 
built-up part of canoe 

so first line of mesh in netting 
s. poor kind of vine for binding canoe 
s. plaited coconut leaf 
s. flower9 bloom 
s. paY9 prize? reprisal 
to pay; revenge; with many adv. 
v. to pay back 

adjo gliding9 pushed forward (by wind, etc.) 



siririai 
sirisiri, siri-
sirisiri 
sisi 
sisisisi 1 sisi-
sisisisi 
sivasiva, siva-
sivakarau 

vo 
v. 
Se 

s. 
v. 
S o 

v. 
v. 
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to glide ? slide 9 carry forward; push forward 
to scratch? make a mark, scratch 
scratch 9 mark? line 
tiny borer insect 
to splash? with many adv. modifications 
part or parts 
to stalk 
to stalk secretly, by stealth 

sivisivivi7 sivivi s. mark s on water of coming wind 
S00500, soo- v. t o copulate, human sexual connection ~ 

have sexual connection (human) 
to 

sora 
sorasora, sora-
sori 
sorisori, sori-
Borisori, sori-
soriapu 
sorosoro 
subua 
subuu 
subuura 
sunaamama 
sunaamamaero 
sunaarama 
sunasuna, suna-

sunaamuna 
sunaamari 
sunaapu 
sunaasoaso 
sunaavi 
sunaavini 
sunabunubunu 
sunadaba 
sunadadamanai 
sunaero 
sunagau 
sunagiaba 
sunagiriai 
sunai 

sunakawokawo 
sunapakopako 
sunapapuru 
sunariri 

sunasuna 
sunau 
sunaunaunari 
sunavaere 
surisuri, suri-
suridaba 

etc. etc. 

s. 
v. 
s. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

adj. 
adj 0 

s. 
s. 
v. 
v. 
v. 
Vo 

v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 
vo 
vo 
v. 
v. 
vo 
vo 
vo 
v. 
v. 
v. 

v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

S o 

v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 
vo 

a fast; form of tabu 
to fast 
an adze 
to adze j with many adverb modifications 
to draw waterj aama sori, to get water 
to fill up with water 
paralysed 
prolific (foliage, growth) 
very high tide ) flooding by sea 
overflo 7ing tide rising 
to remember; bear in mind 
to think or remember onet s self 
to warn 
with very many adverbs, to think; suppose; 

imagine; wish; desire 
to have improper desire ? to think enviously 
to think again 
to want the lot 
to think or want forever; a long time 
to call to mind ) remember 
to search the mind~ think out; puzzle outj think 
to forget 
to think against; to accuse in mind 
to trust; put faith in 
to think of one's self 
to believe 
to change one's mind ? to repent 
to change round in mind; think round 
to think of? to be hospitable~ to think 

kindly, sympathetically 
to think without reason ) aimlessly 
to think loosely 
to doubt 
to sort out, arrange, sift out one's thoughts; 

to judge 
thought ; desire~ wish; feeling 
to think of departed one 
to feel sorrow for ; to pity~ to sympathise 
to think ill of 
to sew? stitch ~ vi th many adv. 
to sew on; to patch 

susu 
susu~ ? not 
-susu-

s. long hanging tendril in forest 
Mailu word~ s. milk; Mailu word 'di t 

susua 
susuba 
susususu, susu-
susuaua 
susuebo 
susugoi 
susugoni 

adv. adverbial infix in verb denoting present 
habitual tense meaning 'accustomed to'; 
compare -nei- far past and complete in past; 
-loi- habitual infix for future 

s. name of a native tree 
s. small patch of man's coconuts 
v. to sprinkle ? with many adverbs 
v. to throw or sprinkle water about 
v. to sprinkle well 
v. to sprinkle towards speaker 
v. to sprinkle away from speaker 



susugudu v o 
susula v. 
susuleleai Vo 
susunagura v. 
susunuda Vo 
susuoreai v. 
susutepari vo 

¥ etc. etc. 
taa So 

taa adj. 
taataa, taa- vo 
taba s. 
tabu adj. 
tabuai " 
tabutabuai " 
taburu s. 
tabutabu, tabu- v. 
tabutabu, tabu- Vo 
taeau adj. 
taguri " 
taguru s. 
taguru seisei v. 
taguruai v. 
tai s. 
taibau So 

taibuna s. 

taila s ~ 

ta'imu, ta' i-ta' imu v. 
taitai v. 

tama s. 
tamaru s. 
tamatamaru s • 

.:. 
tamatama, tama- v. 
tamaarava vo 

tamawurav/Ura v. 
etc. etc. 

taro s. 
tatatata adj. 
tatatata, tata- v. 

tatapa adj • 
tatapa v. 
tau s. 
taua s. fish 

taudaba v. 
tauero v. 
tauga s .. 
tauna So 

tauna, tautauna adv. 
tauni, tautauni v. 

taunibubu s. 
taupara adj. 
tauro s. 
tautau, tau- v. 
tautau, tau- v. 
tautori adj. 
taviri s. 
tea s. 

to sprinkle dovvn 
II " up 

" " wastefully 

" cool by sprinkling 
11 damp " " 
" sprinkle eVerywhere around 

" " about 

grasshopper; locust ? cricket 
broken ~ cracked ~ split) torn 
to tear ? breaki split7 crack 
food for journey~ sometimes 'saba' 
restricted; lawful; trespass 
sacred ~ holy~ chosen 

" " II 

pus 9 from sore 
to prohibit y restrict } to make unlawful 
to choose 
old, of things 
satisfied; full up; to the full 
fear; fright ~ adjo afraid 
to be afraid~ frightened 
to frighten 
root 
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one day used cooking pot, therefore will not leak 
softer end of fibre in aerial root; 

dependent end of aerial root of pandanus 
putting hot stones into sago for cooking 

to chew (like pig) 
to daub soft cooked sago into bottom of 

new pot to save from leak 
daughter-in-law? native tree 
boy 
youth~ man not old yet 
to wipe; to dust? many adverbial modifications, as: 
to \vipe clean or away; to tidy up with cloth 

or by vtiping~ wipe up 
to dry by wiping; to dry 

good food tuber ~ many varieties 
slippery 
to slip y a reflexive verb governing subject 

in objective case, e.g. I slipped, 
t a tasela (it slips me) with many adv. 
modifications 

wide 
t o slip with legs and arms apart 
fruit of native tree 
which swells out body and s,quirts in self-defence 9 

very poisonous in parts 
to tow towards shore 
to tow back 
set time } period; date ] day 
thing itselfy reality 
verily ~ actually; really 
to fill up hole or bag with earth; 

often pronounced sauni 
to fill up so as to close 
lying high and dry on reef (canoe) 
great storm j very bad sea 
to plait; manY adverbial modifications 
to tOW 9 with many modifying advs. 
stem of canoe on land,rest in water 
latch~ key ; clasp 
spec. of big fern 



teana s. 
teana s. 
teara adj 0 

teba s. 
tebele s. 
tebina adj. 
tebitebina adj. 
tebitebi? tebi- v. 
tele So 

tele s. 
teletele, tele- v. 
tepari v. 
tepari adj. 
tepaoreai v. 
tepatepa, tepa- v. 
tepatepari Vo 

teretere v. 
teva s. 
tevanui v. 
toa So 

toba s. 
tobotobo, tobo- v. 
tomatoma adj. 
tomo s. 
tona vo 

tona, tona gora So 

tonari So 

tonatona, tona- vo 
tonatona So 
topa s. 
topatopari adj. 
topa s. 
topatopa adj. 
toputopulo adj. 
tore II 

toretore, tore- v. 
torea s. 
toretorea adj. 
toru So 
toru s. 
toru eiei vo 
torutoru s. 
torutoru, toru- vo 
torutoruai, toruai 
tou s. 
tourai adj 0 

tourainama adv. 
tovele So 
tua s. 
tuama s. 
tubutubu? tubu v. 
tubutubu adj. 
tuini vo 
tuituini v. 
tuma So 
tunutunu v. 
tupatupa, tupa adj 0 

turai So 

ture s. 
turia adj • 
turuai v. 

Vo 

a coral reef fish 
top of backbone of fish 
bitter or tasteless 
land breeze at night and early morn 
general native name for taro 
near~ close~ at hand 
fairly close 
to carry under arm at side 
a river shell fish 
limit of sago swamp 
to walk staggering under burden 
to lap up water by hand 
splashed 9 coral reef fish 
to splash around 
to splash up water into mouth 
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to drink by splashing up water ; to splash 
,. a ter about 

to pilfer 
house post ~ pile 
to erect posts for house 
end, relating to time, line, boundary, object 

space 
bag, basket 
to sit close together 
tasteless, unwelcome food 
hermit crab 
to take smoked fish to mainland for barter9 

barter 
an important erection in street to show 

tabu on huts for festival 
one name for alligator 
to exchange~ barter 
exchange~ barter 
chop at sea 9 rip 
choppy, rip 
mud bath of pig 
splashed with mud or dirt 
fat ~ stout 
loose~ undone; untied 
to loosen~ untie ~ to become undone, 
girl 
girlish 
large fish by that name 
laugh~ smile 
to laugh] smilej make laughter 
smile> laugh 
to laugh~ smile 

to laugh at~ mock at 
sago swamp; sago plantation 
four 
four each 
finger or toe nails 
fish poison plant 9 deris eliptica 
shrimp? prawn 
to despise 
stout~ fat; corpulent 
to send; to let down 
to farewell 
louse; bug 
to smart] tingle 
short; not long enough? brief 
musical instrument 
spec. of octopus 
lasting 
to draw or pull through water 



turuna s. 
11 emaku s. 

u'a s. 
ua s. 
uaea s. 
uba 9 ubauba adj. 
ubu s. 
ubuna s. 
ubuubu~ ubu- v. 

udi s. 
ueni s. 

ue-, ueue v. 
uebai v. 
uegiaba vo 
uegoni Vo 

uevara v. 
ui- 7 uiui v. 
uibai, -baibara vo 
uibaga v. 
uibamu 9 -bamubamu v. 
uibunubunu v. 
uidele,-deledele Vo 
uidaba, -dabadaba v. 
uigonini, -gonigonini 
uilauroro v. 
uisagasaga v. 
uisari 

uiodoodo 
uivara 

etco 
uila 
ulaula 
uleule 
umauma 
unagaga 
unari 

ura 
uriuri 9 uri­
gaba uri uri 
uru 
uru 
urua 
uruato 
uruda 
uru limuu 
urugudu 
urumu 
uruna 
ururuai 
uruuru, uru-­
usi- 9 usiusi 

usuusu, usu­
uta 
utaneganega 
utuutu, utu 
uuna 
v', va 
vadui 

Vo 
v. 
v. 

s. 
v. 
v. 
s. 
Vo 
so 

s. 
v. 
Vo 
so 
s. 
s. 

adv. 
So 

so 
Vo 

adj. 
So 

s. 
vo 
v. 

Vo 
s. 

adj 0 

v. 
s. 

v. 
vaevaere adj. 
vageu 9 vageudaba Vo 

vai, vaivai adj. 
vaibi s. 

knee 
knee cap 
ceremonial stone adze 
a tuber vegetable 
an alligator 
blunt9 not keen 
bunch of bananas 
body 
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to make; model, fashion? create9 with many 
adverbial modifications 

fish spear 
areca nut (misnamed 'betel' nut)? areca nut 

palm 
to turn ; roll 
to turn over or across 
to turn or roll round on to other side 
to roll away 
to roll or turn aside ; out of the way 
to sleep ; with many adverbial modifications 
to sleep across 
to bend b;~r sleeping on it 
to sleep stretched out 
to sleep heavily , to be fast asleep 
to sleep on side 
to sleep against 
v. to sleep peacefully; gently 
to sleep stretched out at length 
to sleep on back 
to sleep on or upon on over 
to sleep curled up 
to sleep apart 

Torres Straits pigeon 
to take or carry as freight; or bring 
to jut oUt 9 to set oUt 9 travel 
ankle? ankle joint 
hiccough, to belch 
throat; mind ~ sea t of f eeling; vnsh9 feeling, 

desire~ thought 
hump J lump j knot 
to beat ? or knock; or sound 
to beat the drum 
house 
head 
grindstone 
a tiny bit ~ a little 
pillow 
hair of head 
to sink under water 
heavy 
snivel ~ running nosG 7 a cold 
l ands lip 
to sink; to grind 
t o do; to work ; to use ~ auxiliary verb; usi-

with very many adv. modifications 
to rub 
flock ? herd 
whole lot of~ great crowd of ~ all multitude 
to overflow; flood 
summit of hill 

causative 
to leave to another to do ? shirk 
badlY9 uselessly ; persistently 
to accuse falsely 
out ; out of; from 
tree useful for small canoes 



• 

... 

/ 

• 

vaibi 

vaivai, vai­
va kapa egi 
va kapa seisei 
vanani 
vapari 
vaparuru 
vareredou 
varuru 
vaubu 
vavainea 
vavana 
vavegarai 
vavegarai 
vets 
yea 
yea 
veani 

v. 

v. 
s • 
v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 
Vo 
Vo 
v. 
s. 
v. 
s. 
Vo 
So 

s. 
v. 
s. 

short for imperative, let be 9 let alone; 
from va ibiibi 

to take out 9 extract 
protector~ mediator 
to protect, act as mediator; mediate 
to teach? instruct? cause to hear 
to beckon~ signal by hand, warn back 
brandish 
to decorate with coronet of flowers 
to give birth 
to make ~ modelj fashionj create 
pledge ~ vow 1 oath 
persuade 
learner ? disciple 
to cause to knOW9 teach ) instruct 
anger~ adj. angry ; wild 
mast of canoe or boat 
to incline ear to hear better 
betrothal gift or exchange 9 exchange of 

food within kin 
veavo v. to beckon 
vedadi, vedavedadi Vo to snatch awaY9 take by force; deprive of 
vegara v. a native light leaved tree 
vegarai Vo to know; to understand 
vei so a fibre 
velaru so a way of cooking sago 
velave~ velavelave adj. brave ~ courageous; plucky 
velavelai adj. shaking; trembling; esp.leaves 
veni s. talkative speech 
vere s. chief; king? lord 
vereai Vo apportion~ distribute 
vere-, verevere v. to divide, distribute 
veri So weed growing on reef 
veriri adj. high; no lovI branches; also of man, tall 
veroro s. spikes or spines in sago palm bark 
verua v. to fight j hit] assault 
vesi so shield 
vesigo s. a stork living by rivers 
vesi-, vesivesi v. to pile up 
vetaveta, veta- v. to drift ashore 
vetaveta so ship or canoe wreck ] beaten ashore 
veula- advo quick} Quickly 
veulai advo quickly (alone, not included in a verb like 

veutu 
veuveula 
veve 
vidi 
vigogo 
vilo, vilovilo 
vilu 
viniu 

So 

s. 
s. 
Vo 

adj. 
s. 
So 

viniu s. 

vio, viovio v. 
viri so 
viri-, viriviri v. 
viriaau so 
viribau adj • 
viriboo v. 
viridaba v. 

viridodo v. 

veula or veuveula) 
quarrel~ brawl; rival 
quick~ speedy; speed 
dust 
orphan 
to shake; tremble or c~use to shake or tremble 
gray or white haired 
a large native tree 
a popular native tree, one of the dadaps; 

its budding and flowering gives rise to 
names of some of the seasons 

season of blossoming of viniu tree, hence 
late July and August called viniuj height 
of S.E. trade wind 

to tangle; get tangled 
heavy gust of wind) whirlwind 
to twist ; drift~ with many adverbs. 
a native game~ twisting in and out 
very hot indeed (atmospheric) 
to blow dovm a tree 
to blow against, twist against? whirl 

agains t (wind) 
to twist through ~ to thread 



, 

• 

viridou 
viriko 
viripomu 
viriviri 
viroro 
vi ruruai 
vitiu 
vivi 
viviaga 
wa 

v. 
s. 
v. 

adj. 
v. 
v. 
so 
s. 
s. 
so 

waa s. 
waai s. 
waau s. 
waa-, waawaa Vo 

wado Vo 

wa' e s. 
wae So 
waga s. 
waga seisei v. 
wage-, wage wage v. 
wagewage s. 
wai s. 

wai vo 
waia So 
wa'ia adj. 
wala So 
walateva s. 
wana s. 
wane-, wanewane Vo 

wano-, wanowano v. 
wanolau Vo 

waona s. 
wara s. 
warai adj 0 

warara advo 

warara vo 
warare v. 
ware-, wareware Vo 

wariri V o 

wariva s. 
waru s. 

waru s. 
watoro s. 
vmtu-, watuwatu Vo 

wau So 
wavi s. 
wawa s. 

wawaga So 

wawana v. 
"TaWaU s • 
wawo-, wawowawo v. 

waworo v. 
wila, ?uila So 
rini adj 

" egi s. 
-wo- adv. 
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to twist tightly 
pipe whistle 
to break while or by twisting 
hot~ heat; (atmospheric mostly) 
to stretch (lazily) 
to swing 
a star 
a coral fish ? blunt point 
a native tree 
handle 
bridge 
dog 
namesake 
to roast 
to pull in nets in certain conditions 

when fishing 
small chewing nut like areca 
spec. of crab 
divination 
to divine j cast lots 
to mimic; mock ~ deride 
mockery ? mimicry ; derision 
useful native tree from which small canoes 

are made ] grows on the hills 
word expressing 'give me' ; 'let me see' 
bits of shell or glass 
nearly broken 
eagle's nest 
table ; platform; dancing platform 
village street 
to walk along high erection or plank 
to wake; awaken ? many adverbs 
to awaken from sleep; cause to get up; 
small canoe 
table for smoking fish 
used to ~ accustomed 9 skilled 
against ? l eaning, eog. idawarara, to stand 

leaning against 
to burn hair off dead pig 
to break the law9 transgress 
to dodge 
to judge ? sift out 
iguana (large lizard) 
wild cotton or hibiscus tree affording fibre 

bark for rope, etco etco 
fibre from wild cotton tree 
tree fern 
to weave ? coil a cooking pot ; make a pot, 

omu "va tuwa tu 
day 9 daylight] today (evasamu) 
rip at sea 
mark on felled tree trunk to within what 
limits hollowing out to be 

space between t wo objectsj advo with space 
between, e. g . odiwawaga-, put them with 
space between ? room 7 idawawaga, make room, 
really , stand to make room 

to prevail 
board, plank 
to read; with many adverbs, e.go 

Vlawomatamata, to read distinctly 
to pretend to strike 
Torres Straits pigeon 
elder 
elder brother 
temporarily, for the present; as a support 

(temporary) 



woi adv. 
vroi-~ woiwoi v. 
woiai vo 
woiauau adv. 
wonai adj • 
wona-~ wonawona v. 
wora-, worawora v. 

• worara s. 
worara egi s. 
wore adj. 
wore s. 
wore-, worewore Vo 

wori So 

woriai v. 

wororo So 

woru s. 
woruga v. 

worugala vo 

wosi s. 
rotawota s. 

wouwou adj. 
\Vowo-~ wowowowo Vo 

wui-,} wuiwui vo 
wui~ wuiwui vo .-- vrui-a' interj. 
wuniara s. 

I wunu s. 
wunua adv. 
wunu-, wunuwunu Vo 

rrura, wurawura So 
wuraasi So 
wuradaha So 

wurari So 

wura-,} wurawura v. 

wuro-, wurowuro vo 
wuro s. 
wuru-, vruruwuru v . 
wuwu adj. 

wuwua adj 0 

wuwuara s. 
wuwuna So 

WU\lIJUrleva s. 
wuwura s. 
wuwuri Vo 
wuwuribo'a v. 
wuwurikoukou v. 
wuwuru adj. 
wuvutu v. 

vruwuwuru So 

wuwuwuwu vo 
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alone ; solelY7 one's self; self or selves 
to barter; excbange~ buy 
sell 
each himself (of many) ~ each for himself 
good; sound 
to bind together 
to knead out sago from pith in washing trough 
bigamy~ polygamy 
man with two or more wives 
light in weight, can float 
native tree, coral fish 
to floa t 
two top branches of tree left after lopping 

off others 
to appear suddenly ~ unexpectedly as though an 

apparition or spirit 
fault, cause; means? blame ~ achievement; 

gana woi gana wororo~ your o\vn fault or 
you orought it about by yourself (either 
good or bad) 

coral patch or reef at sea 7 detached reef; 
to lift; rise; move 9 as clothes or chest when 

breathing 
to lift UP9 raise or rise UP9 move up or 

upwards as clothes when breathing 
hunger? thirstj adj. hungry; thirsty 
shame 
lie-ht coloured 
to whistle 
to lever over ~ with many adverbs 
to hem) put a hem on ~ c.g. sail making, 

turn a hem (not the actual se\ring) 
chant of delight ~ triumph 
tho Pleiades 
speco of breadfruit 
ready ~ pr epared 
to put out fire with water 
dry 9 dry land as dis tinct from sea 
pool dried up by sun 
mainland 
hot Cinders, embers 
to dry, generally with causative va, va wura, 

to dry (trs. verb) 
to fan 
a fan 
to watch; keep watch 
unaccustomed1 unskilled~ inexperienced; 

unpracticed 
inexperienced; novice 
village street 
report ~ news (good or bad); renowned (good 

or bad); reputation 
tiny red insect that produces scrub itch9 
badly growing trees or grass~ a coral reef fish 
to blow (with mouth) 
to blow so as to burst what is blown 
to b low up tight 
whole; complete; entire 
to duck under water with view to drowning 

what is ducked 
a sphere 
to break up fine 


