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AUSTRALIAN PASTORAL WORKER

"The entire man 18, so to speak, to be seen in
“the ceradle of the child, The growth of
nations presents something analegous to this;
they all bear some marks of their origin; and
the eircumstances which acecompanied their birth
and contributed to their rise, affect the whole
term of their being,"

= De Tocgueville,

Russel Ward, fghﬁdw(l[iﬁmﬂ.
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PRELIMINARY NOTE ON METHOD

This thesis is concerned not so much with specifie
historical events, a8 wiih the charascjeristic attltudes and
ldeas, over a long period, of & large and imparfectly
literate soclal group. Since this group =~ workmén in
the Australian pastoral industry - was given to singing
folk-songs, these have been treated as the most important
single source of information about the group's ethos,
Therefores the first two chapters are de#oted, respectively,
to defining the nature of Australian folk-songe, and te
establishing that the pastoral workers of the nineteenth
century d1d constitute a balled community in something
recognisably like the traditional European sense of that_tafﬁ;;
Chapters three to eight tracé the origine and growth of-this_f
community and of 1its distinctive ethos, Chapter nine BhOWB :;
how this ethos came to have a disproportionately strong
influence on that of the whole Australian community, and
Chapter ten seeks to answer, tentatively, the guestion of
why this transference of outlook ocecurred,

While the ballads have been treated as important
scurce material they would, in isolation, give a most diste?t;_

ed and incomplete picture of the life and ideas of those



who sang them, Therefore official documents, newspaper
and magazine files, historiea, and faetusl books or
manuseripts of travel and reminiscence have also been used
extensively, The nature of the subjeet 1s such that
imaginative works about bush life - novels, verse, and
even semi-literate compositions and the memories of old
men ahd women - often throw alvivid light on it, 1f they
are used judiciously,

An attempt has been made to build up from these
sources a balanced picture of the origins, growth and

influence of the Australian pastoral worker's ethos,





