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INTRODUCTION 

In 2017, James Fredric Weiner decided that he didn’t want to be Jimmy any more, so the next year 

he turned into Jaimie Pearl Bloom. Or maybe it was Jaimie who decided to dispose of Jimmy. This 

bibliography lists Jimmy’s publication and reports written between the time he arrived in Canberra 

in 1979 and the time when he made his choice to start a new life in 2017. 

Jimmy spent seven years, from 1979 to 1985, as a PhD student and post-doctoral fellow in the 

Department of Anthropology in what was then the Research School of Pacific Studies at the 

Australian National University (ANU). He was awarded his doctorate in 1984. The focus of his 

research was the lifeworld of the Foi (or Foe) people who live in the Southern Highlands Province of 

Papua New Guinea (PNG). His doctoral thesis, The Heart of the Pearl Shell, was published in 1988. 

By the time of its publication, Jimmy was ensconced in the ‘other’ anthropology department at the 

ANU – the one then known as the Department of Prehistory (later Archaeology) and Anthropology, 

which belonged to the so-called ‘Faculties’, where undergraduates were taught. Jimmy spent four 

years, from 1986 to 1989, lecturing in that department. Then, between 1990 to 1994, Jimmy spent 

another four years lecturing in the Department of Social Anthropology at the University of 

Manchester.  

Jimmy came back to Australia towards the end of 1994 to take up a position as Professor and Head 

of the Department of Anthropology at the University of Adelaide. This was a decision he soon came 

to regret. Jimmy was not cut out to be an administrator. So, in 1998, he moved back to Canberra, re-

attached himself to the ANU, and embarked on what turned out to be the second phase of his 

academic career.  

Jimmy was no longer a ‘pure’ anthropologist, but became — dare one say it — a ‘consulting’ 

anthropologist. It was in this capacity that he joined the ANU’s Resource Management in Asia-Pacific 

Program as a Visiting Fellow in 2001. He retained that status until 2015 while he went about the 

business of social mapping in PNG and the documentation of native title in Australia. His last work as 

an applied anthropologist was undertaken in 2016. 
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