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(b) Funds for the purchase of up to 10 computer systems for 
installation in provinces over a three year period. Each 
system would be complete and would include suitable soft­
ware. 

If, as is likely, the expert adviser would need to be recruited over­
seas I would suggest that the project include provision for a Papua 
New Guinean counterpart. The approximate cost of such a project to 
run over a three year period would be of the order of K470,000. 

6.3 Subsistence Food Production and the National Accounts 

This topic was covered in_ detail in part 3 of this appendix 
The main conclusions and reconunendations are: 

(a) The presentation of the national accounts should be related 
more closely to national and provincial policy issues. The 
SNA is a useful framework for preparing and estimating the 
various components, but it should not be seen as an end in 
itself. 

(b) The contribution of non-market activities to GDP is signi­
ficant and it is important that it be estimated as accurately 
as possible. 

(c) With presently available data, the consumption approach is 
likely to produce better estimates than those based on 
production data. 

(d) Given the considerable variation in food systems and environ­
ments throughout the country, some attempt to deal with this 
heterogeneity in the estimation of the _component is desirable. 

(e) A start could be made in this direction by estimating the total 
value of subsistence consumption for four regions separately. 
Consumption patterns should be determined from microstudies 
where these are available. 

(f) The valuation of production/consumption is a key issue. Efforts 
should be made to obtain price data from a wide range of sources 
on a regular basis. If the reconunendatiorson collecting market 
prices at district centres, outlined in section 6.1.1 above, 
are implemented this should prove an invaluable source of data. 

(g) Where possible cross-checks on estimates should be made using 
data on such variables as time spent on subsistence activities. 

(h) More information needs to be collected on rural-rural marketing. 
It is to be expected that this will increase and non-market 
production decrease over time and the method of calculation 
should allow this trend to be identified. 
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