REDUPLICATION IN YAREBA

HARRY AND NATALIA WEIMER

0. Introduction.
1. Complete Reduplication.

2. Partial Reduplication.

0. INTRODUCTION

There are two main types of reduplication in Yareba:l complete word
reduplication, and partial reduplication which adds Just one CV syl-
lable to a word. Both types of reduplication exhibit a similar range
of meanings. Nouns and adjectives reduplicate to show plurality. De-
pending on the type of verb, reduplication of verbs 1indicates either
plurality of the object or subject, or an action that i1s multiple, re-
peated or continued.

Generally speaking, reduplication of verbal forms is different from
reduplication of non-verbal forms. When verbal forms completely re-
duplicate, either the first vowel or all the vowels of the reduplicated
form are replaced by a, whereas when non-verbal forms completely re-
duplicate, both forms are 1dentical.2 Verbal forms are partially re-
duplicated in a number of ways, but non-verbal forms reduplicate the
first CV only.

1. COMPLETE REDUPLICATION

Complete reduplication occurs in complex verbs, secondary and ter-
tiary verbs, adjectives and nouns.

1.1. COMPLETE REDUPLICATION OF COMPLEX VERBS3

A complex verb 1s a unit of two words. The first may not be inflected
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in any way, whereas the second is affixed for aspect, tense, number,
person, and mood.

Some, but not all, complex verbs show full reduplication of their
first word. Of these, some only occur in the reduplicated form, and
some always have a significant vowel change occurring along with re-
duplication.

About twelve complex verbs whose first word ends in ari fully re-
duplicate to indicate a plural object and repeated action.

fsu kosdri usfnu 'he scraped a stick outwards'

fsu kosdri kosdri usfnu 'he scraped the sticks outwards'

nfo bijdri usinu 'he gritted his teeth'

nfo bijdri bijdri usinu 'he repeatedly gritted his teeth'

Some complex verbs which are onomatopoeic only occur in the redupli-
cated form.

kdama kdu kdu usfnu 'the dog barked'

Gkuma (ku Gku usfnu 'the mourning dove cooed'

ddna géi géi usfnu 'he knocked'

When some complex verbs reduplicate, either the first or all the
vowels of the reduplicated part are always replaced by a.

Replacement of the first vowel by a indicates a plural object.

kdiyama iwlji usfnu 'he inflicted a wound with a knife'

kdiyama iwlji awflji usfnu 'he inflicted wounds on many objects with a

knife'
odéi fufino usfnu 'he crumbled a loaf of sago'
odéi fufdno faflno usfnu 'he crumbled loaves of sago'

Replacement of all vowels by a indicates plurality of manner or
place of the action or plurality of the kind of object.

fsuma birdru usfnu 'he twirled the stick'

fsuma birdru bardra usfnuu 'he twirled the stick in different ways'
gusdna usfnu 'he gathered one kind of food'
gusina gasdna usfnu 'he gathered many kinds of food'
ndma bisfsi usfnu 'the rope slipped'
ndma bisfsi basdsa usfnu 'the rope slipped from one place to another'

Some other complex verbs which only occur in a reduplicated form may
have the first vowel or all the vowels of the reduplicated form replaced
by a to indicate a plural subject. Plurality must also be shown in the
inflection of the verb.

téwima sfri sfri usfnu 'the snake flicked its tongue'

téwima sfri sdra ufta 'the snakes flicked their tongues'

wadfa rdfu rdfu usfni 'he shook the cloth'

wadfa rifu rdfa ufta 'they shook the cloth'
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ddima gfno gfno usfnu 'the duck waddled'
ddima gfno gdna ufta 'the ducks waddled'

1.2. COMPLETE REDUPLICATION OF SECONDARY AND TERTIARY VERBS5

A secondary verb suffixed with -ebe 'and then' may be reduplicated
to express continuation of the action.
dobér-ebe dobér-ebe imSisinu 'he searched and searched and then he
rested’
mdn-ebe mdn-ebe mén-ebe maiddni Storo fdri 'he went up and up and up
and then he arrived at the top of the mountain'

A tertiary verb (suffixed with -e) may be reduplicated and followed
by a durative form of u- 'do' to express a repeated action.

ndu-i 'he sniffed’

ndu-e ndu-e utébi 'he kept sniffing around’

ér-i 'he looked'

ér-e ér-e utébi 'he kept looking around'

1.3. COMPLETE REDUPLICATION OF NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES

Complete reduplication of nouns and adjectives signifies a distribut-
ive plural, that 1is, not several things as a group, but several indi-
vidual, distinct, or different things.

4na 'tree’

4na 4na 'many distinct trees'

and 'who'

and and 'who and who'

ogé 'water'

0gd ogé 'many distinet bodies of water'

sadéi '"two'

saddi saddi 'by twos'

In a few instances there is a change from initial-syllable to second-
syllable stress.

éba 'hole'
ebd ebd 'different holes'
sfni 'thorn'

sinf sinl 'different thorns'
ddma 'meat’
dam§ damd 'different meats'

1.4. Two instances of complete reduplication have been observed in
which m- 1s prefixed to the reduplicated form, and two problematic in-
stances in which b- 1is prefixed to the reduplicated form. In one of
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these examples the first vowel of the reduplicated form is also re-

placed by a.

2.

igéra usfnu 'he stared’

igéra magéra usfnu 'he stared intently'

dika 'different’

4dika mdika 'different ones'

uydr-i 'he stood up'

uydr-e buydr-e usfnu 'he tumbled about’
iwdwa usfnu 'he made a mistake'

iwdwa 4ta bdta usfinu 'he made many mistakes'

PARTIAL REDUPLICATION

Partial reduplication has been noted in more verbal than non-verbal

forms, and with a greater variety of ways of reduplication.

2.

1. PARTIAL REDUPLICATION OF COMPLEX VERBS

Complex verbs may be marked for repeated action or plural object by

reduplicating the first CV of the first word of the unit.

iwlji usfnu 'he inflicted a wound'

iwfwiji usfnu6 'he inflicted many wounds on one object'
éta anfa 'move away'

etdta anfa 'move away from everything'

4be sd 'throw it away'

abébe s§ 'throw them all away'

There is a set of complex verbs whose first word ends in gari, the

majority of which reduplicate the first CV of the first word to indicate

a plural obJect:

awégari usfnu 'he capsized it'

awéwegari usfnu 'he capsized them'

serfgari usfnu 'he by-passed him'

Sesérigari usfnu 'he by-passed them (one after another)'
fisdgari usfnu 'he pinched him'

fiffsugari usfnu 'he pinched them'

There 1s another set of complex verbs whose first word ends in ari.

Of these many do not seem to reduplicate, a few show full reduplication
(see 1.1.), and a few show partial reduplication and replace ari by

egari.

gowdri usfnu 'he poked a hole in the ground'
gogdwegari usfnu 'he poked holes in the ground'
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dofdri usfnu 'he

dodéfegari usfnu

flattened it'
'he flattened them'

Three verbs show
"he

jujbwegari usfnu

other changes when they reduplicate.
felled a tree'

'he felled trees'

'he dented it'

'he dented them'

'he knelt'

jejérigari usfnu

jugdri usfnu

gogéfari usfnu
wowdfegari usfnu
jegfrari usfnu
'he knelt repeatedly'’
2.

2. PARTIAL REDUPLICATION OF PRIMARY VERBS

In the second person singular imperative form, a limited number of
verb stems partially reduplicate to indicate a plural object. They are

all listed below in one of five patterns.

(1) The first CV of the stem reduplicated:
adf-a 'trample it!' adidf-a 'trample them!'
réi-a 'strip it off!’ roréi-a 'strip them off!'
(2) The second CV of the stem reduplicated:
tasf-a 'tear it!' tasisf-a 'tear them!'
(3) The initial consonant of the stem added as a suffix and the
stress moves to the -a suffix:
foml-a 'break it!' fomuf-4 'break them!'
(4) The final vowel of stem changed, the initial consonant suffixed,
and the stress moves to the -a suffix:

'break the stick!' ma furuf-4

'pluck the flower!'

ma furf-a 'break the aticka!!

ma burf-a ma burub-4 'pluck the flowers!'

(5) The final vowel of stem lost, the initial consonant suffixed,

and the stress moves to the -a suffix:
dordi-a 'go through the hole!' dorod-4 'go through the holes!'
bordi-a 'reveal it!' borob-4 'reveal them!'
2.3. PARTIAL REDUPLICATION OF NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES
Partial reduplication of the first CV of nouns and adjectives shows
plurality.
bdka 'egg’ babdka 'eggs’
rédtu 'small’ rardtu 'small pl.'
rdu 'good' rardu” 'good pl.'
iédta 'food' iétata 'foods'
emétu 'thing' emémetu 'things’
fni 'root’ infni 'roots’
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When an adjective modifies a noun both words are reduplicated to
mark plurality.

iéta rdu 'good food' idtata rardu 'good foods'

2.4. Most nouns and adjectives show plurality either by complete re-
duplication (1.3.) or by partial reduplication (2.3.). However, a few
nouns, most of which are kinship terms, take one of several plural
marking enclitics instead.

awéta 'woman' awéta-bo 'women'

uwdra 'person’ uwdra-bo 'people'’

kba 'dog' kud-siri 'dogs'

béro 'pig’ bord-siri 'pigs’

awéra 'husband' awéra-si 'husbands'

amdi 'sore' amdi-ma 'sores'

arima 'daughter' ardma-mi 'daughters'

bdba 'my father' babd-mutu 'my fathers'

kéka 'my elder brother' kakd-mutu 'my elder brothers'

In addition a few nouns and adjectives are intrinsically plural and
do not reduplicate.
masfgu ’'comrades’
tdiya-were 'many’

nesfa 'all’



NOTES

1. Yareba 1s spoken by some 750 people in the Middle Musa Valley which
is in the Tufil Sub-District of the Northern District of Papua. The data
presented here were gathered under the auspices of the Summer Institute
of Linguistics from 1963 to 1967. We are grateful to Alan Healey for

his many hours of help in organising and revising this paper for publica-
tion. This research has been supported in part by the New Guinea Branch
of the Summer Institute of Linguistics Research Fund.

2. The first five examples under 1.1. and the examples under 1.4. are
the only exceptions to this statement that we have found.

3. Complex verbs are more fully described in Weimer 1964. Although
phonemic stress has not been marked in Weimer 1964 or in Yareba literacy
materials and translations, it has been marked throughout the present
paper to show how it 1s affected by reduplication.

4. When the last two CVs of the first word are the same, the preferred
form of the reduplication would be to drop the final CV of each word:
fsuma bfru bdra usfnu. However, both forms of reduplication are per-
missible.

5. Secondary and tertiary verbs are two types of dependent verbs also
described in Weimer, 1964.

6. This same word can be noted under Section 1.1. where its fully re-
duplicated form (along with a vowel change to a) has a different meaning.
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