
O .  I NT RO D U C T I O N  

REDUPLI CAT I ON I N  YAREBA 

HARRY AND NATAL I A  WE IMER 

O .  I n troduc t ion . 

1 .  Complete Redup l icat ion . 

2 .  Par t ial Redupl icat ion . 

There are two main types of redup l ication in Yareba :
l 

c omplete word 

redup licat io n ,  and part ial redup lication which adds j ust one CV s y l ­

lab l e  t o  a word . B o t h  t y p e s  of redup l ication exhibit a s imilar range 

of meanings . Nouns and adj e c t ives redup l icate to show p lura l it y . De­

pending on t he type of verb , redup l icat ion of verbs indicates either 

p lurality o f  the obj e c t  or subj ect , or an act ion t hat i s  mult iple , re­

peated or c ontinued . 

Generally speaking , redup l ic at ion o f  verbal forms i s  diffe rent from 

redup licat ion of non-verbal forms . When verbal forms completely re­

dup l i c ate , either the first  vowe l or a l l  the vowel s  o f  t he redup l ic at ed 

form are rep laced by a ,  whereas when non-verbal forms c omp le t e l y  re ­

dup licate , b ot h  forms are ident i cal . 2 Verbal forms are part ially re ­

dup l icated in a number o f  way s , but non-verbal forms redup l icate the 

first C V  only . 

1 .  C O M P L E T E  R E D U P L I CA T I ON 

Comp lete redup l icat i on oc curs in c omp lex verb s ,  secondary and ter­

t iary verb s , adj e c t ives and nouns . 

1 . 1 .  COMPLETE  R EV U P L I CATI 0N O F  COMPLEX V ERBS
3 

A comp l e x  verb is a unit o f  two words . The first may not b e  inflected 
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i n  any way , whereas the second i s  affixed for aspect , tense , number , 

pers on ,  and mood . 

Some , but not all , comp lex verb s show ful l  redupli cat i on of their 

first word . Of these , some only occur in the redup l i cated form , and 

some alway s have a significant vowel change oc curring along with re­

dup l icat ion . 

Ab out twe lve c omp lex verb s who se first word ends in ari ful ly re­

dup l i cate to indicate a p lural obj e ct and repeat ed act ion . 

fsu kos� r i usfnu ' he s CI'aped a s ti c k  ou twaI'ds ' 

fsu kos�r i kos�r i usfnu ' h e  s C I'aped the  s t i cks outwaI'ds ' 
I bij �ri I 

' he g I'i t te d  h i s  t e e t h ' n l o uS l nu 
nfo bij ari bij �ri I uS l nu ' he I'epe a t e d �y g I' i t t ed h i s  t e e t h ' 

Some comp lex verb s wh ich are onomat opoe ic only occur in the redup l i -

c a t e d  form . 

kuama k�u k�u us f nu ' the dog baI'ked ' 

ukuma uku uku usfnu ' t he mouI'ning dove cooed ' 

d�na g6i g6i usfnu ' he knocked ' 

When s ome complex verbs redup licate , either the first or a l l  t he 

vowels of the redup li cated part are alway s rep laced by a. 
Rep lacement of the first vowel by a indi cates a p lural obj ect . 

k�iyama iwfj i usfnu ' he i nf� i c t e d  a wound w i t h  a knife ' 

kaiyama iwfj i awfj i usfnu ' he inf � i c t e d  wounds on many obj e c t s  w i t h  a 

knife ' 

odei f uf uno usfnu ' h e  cI'umb � e d  a � oaf of sago ' 

odei f ufuno fafuno usfnu 'he  c I'umb �ed �oaves of sago ' 

Rep lacement of all  vowe ls by a indicates plurality of manner or 

p lace of  the a c t i on or plurality of the kind of obj ect . 

fsuma biruru usfnu ' he twi I' � e d  the s t i c k ' 

fsuma biruru bar�ra usfnu4 
' he twiI' � e d  the  s ti c k  i n  diffe I' e n t  way s ' 

gusuna usfnu ' he g a t h e I'e d  one kind of food ' 

gusuna gas�na usfnu ' h e  gathe I'e d  many kinds of fo od ' 

n�ma bisfsi usfnu ' t he I'ope s Hppe d ' 

n�ma bisfsi bas�sa usfnu ' t he I'ope s � ippe d  fI'om one p �a ce to a n o t he r ' 

Some other c omplex verb s wh ich only occur in a redup l icated form may 

have the first vowel or all  the vowe ls of t he redup l i cated form rep laced 

by a t o  indicate a plural subj ect . Plurality must also be  shown in the 

inflection of t he verb . 

t6wima sfri sfri usfnu ' the  s nake f � i cked i t s  tongue ' 

t6wima sfri s�ra ufta ' t he snakes  f� icked t h e i I'  tongue s ' 

wadfa ruf u ruf u usfni ' h e  s h o o k  t he c �o t h ' 

wad fa rufu r�fa u fta ' they shook the  c �o t h ' 



� d i ma g f no g I no u s f n u  ' t he duc k  wadd �e d ' 

� d i ma g f no gana  u f t a  ' t he duc k s  wadd � e d ' 

1 . 2 .  COM PL ETE REVUP L I CAT I O N  O F  S ECONVAR Y  ANV T E R T I A R Y  V ERBS
5 

A sec ondary verb suffixed with - e b e  ' and t h e n ' may be redupl i cated 

t o  express cont inuat ion of the action . 

d ob e r -e b e  d ob e r -e be i m6 i s i n u ' h e  s e arched and s earched and t h e n  he  

r e s ted ' 
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ma n - e be ma n -e b e  man - e b e  ma i d an i 6 t oro f a r i ' he we n t  up and up and up 

and t hen he arrived at the top of the  mountai n ' 

A t ert iary verb ( suffixed with - e )  may b e  redup l i cated and fo l l owed 

by a durat ive form of u - 'do ' to expres s  a repeat ed action . 

nau - i ' he sniffe d ' 

n a u -e  n a u - e  u t e b  i ' he kept s n i ffing around ' 

e r - i ' he � o o ke d ' 

e r - e  e r -e u t e b i ' h e  k e p t  Z o o k i ng around ' 

1.3 . C O M P L E TE REVU P L I CA T I O N  O F  NOUNS ANV AVJ E C T I VES 

Comp lete redupl i cat ion of nouns and adj ect ives signifies a distribut­

ive p lural , that is , not several th ings as a group , but several indi­

vidual , dist inct , or di fferent t hings . 

a n a  ' tr e e ' 

a n a  a n a  'many d i s t i n c t  t re e s ' 

a n a 'who ' 

a n a a n a 'who and who ' 

og6 'wate r ' 

og6 og6 'many d i s t i n c t  bodi e s  of wa t e r ' 

s a d e  i ' two ' 

s a d e  i s a d e  i ' by twos ' 

In a few instances t here i s  a change from initial-syl lab le t o  sec ond­

s y l lab le s t re s s . 

e ba ' ho Z e ' 

e b a  e b a  ' diffe r e n t  ho Z e s ' 

s f n i  ' thorn ' 

s i n f  s i n f  ' d iffe r e n t  t horns ' 

d ama 'meat ' 

d a ma d a ma ' diffe r e n t  m e a t s ' 

1 . 4 .  Two instances of c omplete redup l i c at i on have been ob s erved in 

whi ch m - i s  prefixed t o  the redup l i cated form , and two prob l emat i c  in­

stances in whi c h  b - is prefixed to the redup l i c at ed form . In one of 
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these examp les the first vowe l of the redup licated form is also re­

placed by a .  

i g e r a  u s f n u  ' h e  s tare d '  

i g e r a  ma g e r a  u s f n u ' h e  stared i n t e n t Z y ' 

� i ka ' diffe re n t ' 

� i ka m� i ka ' diffe r e n t  ones ' 

u y� r - i ' he s tood up ' 

u y� r - e b u y� r -e u s  f n u  ' he tumb Z e d  abou t ' 

i w� w a  u s f n u  ' he made a mi s take ' 

i w� wa � t a  b � t a  u s f n u ' he made many m i s take s ' 

2 .  P A R T I AL R E D U P L I C AT I O N  

Part ial redupl ication has b een noted i n  more verbal than non-verb al 

forms , and with a great er vari ety of ways of  redup l i cat i on . 

2 . 1 . PART I A L  REVU P L I CAT I ON OF COMPLEX V E RBS 

Comp lex verb s may be marked for repeated act ion or p lural obj e c t  by 

redup l i c ating the first C V  of t he first word of the unit . 

i w f j i u s f n u  ' h e  inf Z i c t e d  a wound ' 

i w f w i j i u s f n u
6 

' he infZ icted many wounds o n  one obje c t ' 

e t a  a n  f a  'move away ' 

e t � t a  a n f a 'move away from e v e ry t hing ' 

� b e s� ' t hrow i t  away ' 

a be b e  s� ' t hrow them a Z Z  away ' 

There is a set of complex verb s who se first word ends in g a r i , the 

maj ority of which redup l i cat e  the first CV of the first word to indic ate 

a p lural obj ect : 

a we g a r i u s  f n u  ' he caps i z e d  i t ' 

a we w e g a r i  u s f n u  ' h e  cap s i z e d  t hem ' 

s e r f ga r i  u s f n u ' he by -pas s e d  him ' 

s e s e r i g a r i  u s f n u  ' he by -pas s e d  them (one aft e r  a n o t h e r ) ' 

f i s u ga r i  u s f n u ' he pinched him ' 

f i f f s u ga r i  u s f n u  ' he pinched them ' 

There i s  another set  of comp lex verb s whose first word ends in a r i .  

O f  these many do not s eem t o  redup l i cate , a few show ful l  redup l i c at i on 

( see 1 . 1 . ) ,  and a few show part ial redupli cation and replace a r l b y  

eg a r  i • 

g o w� r i u s f n u  ' he poked a ho Ze  i n  the ground ' 

gog6wega r i  u s f n u  ' h e  poked ho Z e s  in the  ground ' 



d o f � r i  u s f n u  ' he f L a t t e ne d  i t ' 

d o d 6 f ega r i  u s f n u  ' h e  f L a t tened them ' 

Three verb s show other changes when they redup licate . 

j u g� r i  u s f n u  ' he fe Hed a tree ' 

j u j u weg a r l u s f n u  ' h e  fe Hed t r e e s ' 

gog6 f a r  i u s  f n u  ' h e  dented i t ' 

wow6 f eg a r i u s f n u  ' he dented them ' 

j eg f ra r i u s f n u ' h e  kne L t ' 

j e J e r i ga r i u s f n u  ' he kne L t  repeated Ly ' 
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2 . 2 .  PART I A L  REVUPL I CA T I ON O F  P R I MA R Y  V E RBS 

In the second person s ingular imperat ive form , a limi t ed numb e r  of 

verb st ems part ially redupl i cat e t o  indicate a p lural obj e c t . They are 

all listed b elow in one of five patterns . 

( 1 )  The first C V  of  the stem redup l i c ated : 

a d  f -� ' t ramp L e  i t !  ' a d  i d f -� ' tramp L e  t hem ! ' 

r6 i -a ' s trip it off ! ' r o r 6 i -a ' s trip t h em off! '  

( 2 )  The s e cond C V  of  the s t em redup l i c ated : 

t a s  r -� ' te a r  i t ! ' t a s i s r -� ' te a r  them! ' 

( 3 )  The initial c onsonant of t he stem added as a suffix and the 

stress moves t o  the - �  suffix : 

f om u -� ' break i t ! ' f om u f -a ' br e a k  t he m ! ' 

( 4 )  The final vowe l of stem changed , t he initial c onsonant suffixe d ,  

and t h e  s t re s s  moves t o  t h e  -� suffix : 

ma f u r f -a ' break the s t i ck ! ' m� f u r u f -a ' b r e a k  t h e  s t io k s ! r 
ma b u r r -� 'p Luck the fLower ! ' ma b u r u b - a  'p Luck the ftowers ! '  

( 5 )  The final vowel of  stem los t , t he initial consonant suffixed , 

and the s t re s s  moves t o  the -a suffix : 

d o r 6 i -a 'go  through the h o Le ! ' d o r o d -a ' go t hrough the h o t e s ! '  

bor6 i -1! ' re vea t i t ! ' bo ro b -a ' re v e a L them ! ' 

2. 3. PART I A L  REVUP L I CA T I O N  OF NOUNS ANV AVJ E C T I VES 

Part ial redup l i c at ion o f  the first CV  of  nouns and adj e c t ives shows 

p lurality . 

ba k� ' egg ' b� ba ka ' e g g s ' 

r a t u ' sma t t ' r � ra t u  ' sma t t  p t . , 

ra u ' go o d ' r a r a u - 'good p t .  ' 

i e t �  ' foo d ' i e t a t a  ' fo ods ' 

eme t u  ' t hing ' ememe t u  ' t hings ' 

r n i ' roo t ' i n  r n i ' ro o t s ' 
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When a n  adj ect ive modifies a noun both words are redupl icated t o  

mark p lural ity . 

l e t a  r a u  'good food ' l e t a t a  r a r a u  'good foods ' 

2. 4 .  Most nouns and adj ect ives show p lurality either by comp lete re­

dup l i cation (1.3.) or by part ial redup licat i on (2.3.). However ,  a few 

nouns , most of  which are kinship terms , take one of several p lural 

marking enc l i t i c s  instead . 

a w e t a  ' woman ' 

u wa ra 'per8on ' 

k u a  ' do g ' 

b 6 ro 'pig ' 

a w� r a  ' husband ' 

a ma I ' s ore ' 

a r uma  'daug hter ' 

b a b a  'my fa t her ' 

a we t a - bo 'women ' 

u wa ra - bo 'peop le ' 

ku a - s i r l  ' dog8 ' 

b o r 6 - s  i r I 'pigs ' 

a w e ra - s i  ' husbands ' 

a m a i -ma ' 8o res ' 

ka ka 'my e lder b r o t her ' 

a r u m a -m i ' daugh ter8 ' 

b a b a -mu t u  'my fat hers ' 

ka ka -mu t u  'my e l der b r o t hers ' 

I n  add i t i on a few nouns and adj ect ives are int rinsically p lural and 

do not redup l i cat e . 

ma s f g u  ' c omrades ' 

f a i ya - we r e  'many ' 

n e s f a  ' a l l ' 



N O T  E S 

1 .  Yareba is  spoken by some 7 5 0  people in the Middle Musa Val ley whi c h  

i s  i n  t h e  Tufi Sub-Di s t ri c t  of  t h e  Northern District of  Papua . The data 

presented here were gathered under the auspices of the Summer Institute 

of Linguis t i c s  from 1963 t o  1 9 6 7 . We are grat e ful t o  A lan Healey for 

his many hours of he lp in organi s ing and revising thi s paper for pub l i ca­

t ion . This re search has been supported in part by the New Guinea Branch 

of the Summer Inst i tute of Linguis t i c s  Research Fund . 

2 .  The first five examples under 1 . 1 .  and the examp les under 1 . 4 .  are 

the only except ions to t h i s  stat ement t hat we have found . 

3 .  C omplex verb s are more ful ly des cribed i n  Weimer 1 9 6 4 . Although 

phonemi c s t re s s  has not been marked in We imer 1 9 6 4  or in Yareba l i teracy 

mat erials and t rans lat ions , i t  has been marked throughout t he present 

paper to show how it i s  affected by redup l icat ion . 

4 .  When the last two' C V s  of the first word are the same , the p re ferred 

form of the redup l i cat ion would be t o  drop the final CV of  each word : 

f su ma b f r u  b � ra u s f n u . However , b oth forms of redup l i c ation are per­

mis s ib le .  

5 .  Secondary and t ertiary verb s  are two types of dependent verb s also 

described in Weimer , 1 9 6 4 . 

6 .  This same word can be noted unde r Sect ion 1 . 1 .  where i t s  ful ly re­

dupl ic at e d  form ( along with a vowe l change to a )  has a di fferent meaning . 

4 3  
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