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ACEH AND THE TURKISH 
CONNECTION 1 

Anthony Reid 

For Southeast Asian Musli1ns, the faraway Ottotnan Dynasty in Turkey 
represented a drea1n: a longing for Islan1ic power at a time of Islamic political 
decline. However, there were i1nportant moments when that dreatn had 

i1n1nediate political effects. 
When the last fully independent Muslim state in Southeast Asia, Aceh, 

was attacked by the Dutch in J 873, it appealed to all the great powers of the 
ti1ne to co1ne to its aid - Britain, France, United States, and Italy. As fellow 
colonial powers, all refused to break ranks with Holland. Only Ottoman 
Ttirkey took up the cause with the capitals of the world, going so far as to 
issue a fonnal offer of 1nediation to bring about peace in Su1natra, which was 
of course rejected by the Dutch. The most striking feature of this mediation 
offer was the grounds on which Turkey presumed to intrude into an area where 
the big powers were desperately discouraging intervention. Turkey clai1ned to 
have been the suzerain - the overlord- of Aceh since the sixteenth century, 
when the Ottoman sultans had accepted the tribute offered by Aceh in return 
for military protection. This overlordship had been renewed on both sides as 
recently as 1850, as the letter pointed out in its highly diplomatic language. 
Wrangled over between diplo1natic chanceries for rnonths before it was finally 
issued, the letter offering mediation hearked back to a ti1ne when the Ottomans 
conquered the area around the Red Sea in the 1520s. 

The Acehnese sent a depurarion ro the feet of the conqueror, recognized 
the supremacy of dlc powers inherent in his tide of Caliph, inade an acr of 
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Aceh and the Turkish Connection 

subinission into rhc hands of rhe fan1ous Sinan Pasha, raised the ()tto1nan 
Hag in rhei r pons and on rheir vessels, declared thc1nsclves vassals of Sultan 
Selim and asked in rcrurn for his high protection. Sultan Scli111 received 
these offers favourably. By his orders rhe Vezir Sinan Pasha sent to the vassal 
Su!rnn rhe cannons and swords of honour which arc still to be seen in Acch 
(Wolrring 1962, p. 612). 

RAJA RUM 

27 

In rnany Southeast Asian traditions of the fifteenth to nineteenth centuries, 
"Run1'' features as a tnysterious an1algan1 of powers in the West, conflating 
Ro1ne, c:onstantinople, and Alexander the Great. Mythologies of the Peninsula 
and Su1natra associate Raja Rum, the great king of the West, with Raja C'ina 
(China), the great king of the East. According to one origin myth of Johor, 
lskandar Dzul Karnain (Alexander the Great) had three sons by the daughter 
of rhe King of the Ocean. Afrer a contest between the three brothers in the 
Singapore Straits, the eldest went to the West to beco1ne Raja Run1, the 
second East to becorne Raja Cina, while the third re1nained in Johor, to begin 
the later Minangkabau Dynasty (Marsden 1811). In the eighteenth century, 
rulers of Minangkabau styled themselves younger brothers of the rulers of 
Rum and Cina (ibid., pp. 338-41). 

One Gayo origin myth also goes back ro a shipwrecked child of Rr1ja 
Rum. Among Barnks, his name was still so mythically powerful in 1890 that 
rhe ltalian traveller Elio Modigliani, having ad1nirtcd he can1e fron1 Ro1ne, 
f()und hi1nsclf acquiring followers as the word spread that he was an envoy, 
or perhaps incarnation, of the magically powerful Raja Rum.2 

1-I<)\vcver, in the sixtecnrh century it bccarnc clear to Musli1n Southeast 
Asian leaders, at least, that the ()ttornan sultans were this Raja Rurn of 
shadowy 1nen1ory. Paradoxically, it was rhe Portuguese invasion of the 
Indian Ocean in 1498 that put Aeeh directly into contact with Turkey. In 
rhe f-ifrec1uh century, Su1natra's pepper had n1osdy gone to China, and what 
\Vesnvard trade there was fro1n Southeast Asia to the Mediterranean --- in 
doves, nuuneg and other luxury tropical products - was broken up into 
separate stages. Su1natrans had rhen been in direct contact only wirh South 
India, while the on\vard stage ro the Red Sea and Persian c;u!f ports was in 
rhe hands of Arabs and c;ujaratis. 

PEPPER 

The Portuguese disrupted Islamic shipping in the years after 1500, and in 
particular arracked ships travelling from India to the Red Sea (heading for 
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Mecca or Cairo). They also conquered Melaka (in 1511), and 
with the activities of the pepper-producing sultanates on 
Sun1atra. 

The Muslim traders regrouped around states strong and willing 
to protect them, notably Aceh in Southeast Asia, Calicut in South 
and TiU"key, which expanded its control to the Red Sea ports in the 
of Selim I (r. 1512-20). It became dangerous even for Muslim shippers 

.Jndra'.1 pepper from Kerala to defy the Portuguese predators to try to reach 
Red Sea and from there, Cairo, Alexandria and Venice. Hence, an 
Muslim pepper supply route developed, whereby Gujarati, Arab, Tu,ur"·k,,irs·nhawve 

Acehnese traders shipped Southeast Asian pepper and other spices dri·en·h,;; 
from Aceh to the Red Sea, without having to go near areas of l'ortugu,ese :; 
naval strength in India. The earliest European reports of such ornpn-ren.rs 
reaching the Red Sea date from around 1530. By the 1560s, as much per>oer·;•;; 
was being shipped that way to Europe as was being hauled by the l'ortrrguies.t•.·'.z 
around the Cape to Lisbon. Aceh and Turkey shared an economic as 
a religious n1orive to resist and) if possible, crush their Portuguese rivals 
the pepper trade. 

The strongest of the Ottomans, Sultan Suleiman "the 
(r. 1520-66), was the first to extend Ottoman power into the Indian 
In 1537, he instructed his governor of Egypt, Suleiman Pasha, to 
powerful fleet to demolish Portuguese naval power in the Indian Ocean. 
fleet reached Gujarat, and besieged t·he Portuguese in Diu for a few 
in 1538, but achieved nothing militarily. Nevertheless, there seem to 
been soldiers of this fleet who reached Southeast Asia, since Mendez 
referred to the1n as greatly strengthening Acch in its wars against the 1>ara1<s '};:: 
and Portuguese, and also helping Demak in similar wars in Java (Reid 
pp. 74-78). 

" In the 1560s, the pepper link was at its peak, and we have Venetian, 
I urkrsh and Acehnese sources all mentioning rhe envoys who travelled 

Aceh to the Red Sea with the pepper ships. The first well-ciot:11111e!l1tecl. 
Acehnese m_i:sio'.1 to Istanbul occurred round 1561-62. In response to 

rhrs appeal, lurkrsh gunners were sent to Aceh at least by 1564, and were 
gratefully acknowledged by the Acchnese in a letter recently rediscovered in 
rhe Ottornan archives. 

Another mission, led by an envoy called Husain, which probably covered 
the year:s 1566 to 1568, came dose to achieving more spectacular success:. 
He earned an appeal for help, in January 1566, from the Acehnese sultan, 
Ala'ud-din al-Kahar, to the Caliph, protector of all Muslims, which is also 
preserved in the Ottoman archives. The Aceh ruler acknowledged the safe, 
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2<:~an 

29 

. f' · ] . Ti rkish gunners sent in response to an earlier request. He 
amval o erg 11 u ] 'd f M 1· 

d dly to the Turkish sultan to come to t 1e ar o us rm 
appea!e repeate ". lid ]" p h 

. . d erchants being attacked by the 111 e ortuguese as t ey 
!1llgruns an m ' . , . . c I · h 

II d ·! Holy Land. "If Your Majesrys ard rs not wrnconung, t e nave e to l 1e , . . M 1· " 
I d b l[.evers will continue to 111assacre the innocent us ims. ·wrerc le un e 

{Farooqi 1986, pp. 267-68). . . 
After a delay caused by the death of Suleiman the_ Magndicent. rn 

l 566, his successor, Selim II, energetically took ~p the project of extendmg 

1·.· k' l er· 1'11 to the Indian Ocean. In a senes of decrees m 1567, he ur 1s 1 po\V 
I tje[·ed a fleet of fifteen galleys and two barques to be sent to i1or on y or I 

· A. ] bur also instructed the governor of Egypt to construct a cana ~lSSJSt CC l, ' · 0 
at Suez so that his warships could go back and forth to the Indian cean 

Jar l)as[·s However a serious revolt in Yetnen interrupted these on a regu < • ' • • • 

pl.ans and rhe designated fleet was diverted to suppressmg rt, and only ~fe~ 
guns and gunsmiths appear to have reached Aceh (Rerd 2004, pp. 79 87, 

Reid 1993, pp. 146-47). . . . 
Nevertheless) these contacts 1nade a big i1npress1on In Southeast Asra, and 

especially in Aceh. In the years following this initiative, a pan-lslar~ic sense of 
solidariry against the infidels was probably stronger than at any trme before 
the. modern era. Aceh used its Turkish arms to arrack Portuguese Melaka m 
1568, and again in 1570 and 1573; the second time apparently coordinating 
w.irh the four South Indian Muslim sultans - Bijapur, Golconda, Brdar and 
Ahmadnagar - who briefly buried their differences to attack Portuguese Goa 
(Sinith 1958, pp. 298-99; Eaton 1978, pp. 83-85). In Maluku at the same 
rime, Suhan Baab Ullah of Ternate (r. 1570-83) threw our the Portuguese 
and launched a crusade against them in the spice islands. 

MEMORY 

The strong direct connection between Turkey and Aceh lasted less than a 
century, The Dutch and English ships that began making the journey around 
Afr_ica in 1600 vvcre far tnore nu111erous and efficient than the Portuguese, and 
by 1630, the Muslim-Venetian pepper route, from Aceh to the Mediterranean, 
was no more. Even Istanbul needed to get its pepper from the Dutch and 
English after rhat. The most prominent pilgrims to Mecca in the rest of the 
seventeenth century went on Dutch or Brirish ships as far as Surat (Gujarat), 
:md d1cn took Indian ships to the Red Sea. 

~even11eless, rhe 1ne1nory re1nained, especially in Aceh, where it was kept 
alive by the presence of the Turkish flag, adopted as Aceh's, by the enormous 
<;~t(H()ns which remained at the capital, and by the popular mythologies that 
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forn1ed around rhese ite1ns. 'fhe chroniclers of Acch, including the ta111ous.! 
Nurud-din ar-Raniry, atte1npted to record the history behind these iteins: 

1--Ic [Suh.an Alau'd-I)in Ri'ayat Shah al-KaharJ ir was who crcarcd the system 

of govcr111ncnt ofAcch f)aru's-Salam and senr a mission to Sultan Ruin, to 

rhc sratc of Istanbul, in order to strengthen rhc Muslim religion. The Sulrnn 
Rum scnr various crafrsn1c11 and experts who kncvv how to nuke guns. Ir 
was at rhar rin1c thar the brgc guns were casr. fr was also he who f-irsr builr 
a fr)J't ar Acch Daru's-Salam, and he who first fC:ll1ght all unbelievers, to t;hc 
extcnr of going to a11ack Mclaka in pcrson.5 

I-lov
1

,1evcr, n1ore colourful sfories \Vere n1orc popular. 'fhc largest of 
cannons \Vas popularly kn<)\Vll as !rtda secupal? (a 1ncasure of pepper), ----·"'"' 

000 of a st·ory that the Aceh envoys rook shiploads of pepper as their fributc 
the C~aliph, bur that the journey \vas so arduous rhat only one \l);1ir1t>ci0Jc;J% 
n1easure reinained to be oHCrcd as triburc. (Figure 2. 1 shows rhcsc 
cannons as l)utch \Var rrophics duce centuries later.) 

NINETEENTH CENTURY 

c:=onracts benvccn Acch and the ()rro1nan Einpirc \verc revived in the 
as both felt the \Vinds of n1odcrnizarion and nationalis1n and the con1n1on 
threat fro111 the ever 1nore povvcrful \Xlest. 'rhc e1nigration of thousands 
Arabs fro1n I-Iadhra1naut to Southeast Asia provided a funhcr link, for they 
could consider the1nsclvcs 'rurkish subjcct"s \vhcn it suited thc1n. Jn the 1840s, 
the pepper trade of Aceh \Vas again flourishing, though increasingly it was 
shipped ro the world via the entrcpbt of Penang. Sultan Ibrahin1 of Aceh took 
advanrage of the pilgrimage to Mecca of a wealthy Acchncsc pepper trade1; 
Muhan11nad c;haud1, in 1849, to entrust hin1 with royal letters both to France, 
which had just sent an in1prcssive state lcrrcr to Acch, and 1norc i1nportandy 
to Tl1rkcy. Once in C:airo, c;haurh obtained· surprising encourage1ncnt fro1n 
the local representatives of both powers. 1-Ie \Vas able to send one of his 
followers to Paris as the guest of the French govern1ncnr for a fc\v inonths, 
while he himself was feted in lHanbul as a symbol of'forkcy's lost greatness 
(Reid 2004, pp. 171-74). 

Sultan Abdul Mejid ofTi1rkey issued two decrees (firmrm) in l 850: one 
rene\ving Tlirkish protection over Aceh, and the other confinning Ibrahin1 as 
a vassal ruler.Ii c;hauth was sent back i-o Acch in style, with a reco1nrncndation 
to the viceroy (Khedive) in Egypt, and instructions to the Ti1rkish governor of 
Ye1ncn to send the envoy safely ho1ne. 'rhe Tlirkish connection returned to the 
cenrre of Acehnese thinking. When the Crimean War began in 1853, Ibrahim 

I 111e Turkish Connection anc -

FIGURE 2.1 h 
T rkish and Acehnese guns on their way to Dute 

Trophies of wfat r: tul e Dutch conquest of the Aceh capital in 1874 
seums a er ' ) 

mu (Illustrated London News 
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4uus lJJ,t()lJGHT Fltl)M THE KRATON DO\ ' , , VN 1'0 Tll£ RIVER lL\._.~lC TC JU}''S'ENT '1'0 Ji.till.OPE 

. .· . 00 S 'lllish dollars to his Orro1nan counterpart 
sent a contnbuuon of 1 O,? . '"P< . ·I I.., ians He received in return 

I I . I I d sohdanty agamst tie ,uss ' · 
to s lO\v us oya t.y an , < 1' , .. , I "l f·l 1d 'Hl i1npcrial deco1.·ation f. . f I . ht lo fl)' t1c lur<IS1 ag, a1 ' 
con innation o · t 1e ng · . f . 

1 11 
receiving the IJurch "I' ) I . I I de ·1 110111! o. wcarmg w 1e 

(the Mep,1e, w11c1 1e ma ' . 
6 

6l2-13· de Klerek 
. (I' · l 1969 84· Wolrrmg 19 ,2, PP· ' · ' envoys in 1855 '\.CIC ) ' P· ' l _, .. l · the Straits 

1912, pp.216-17). The Crimean War, generousy.cove1,elc II~ ·I· Malay 
. l l l · . 'r rkish enrhus1asn1 tn Ace 1 an t 1e press, aroused cons1c era) c pto- u . . .· 

1 
l rations (Voorhoevc 

\Vorld, as evidenced by a nu1nber of surviving pocuc cc c) < 

1994, pp. 54--59). , . . . .. eal to its erstwhile overlord, 
This brings us back to Acehs most despeiate app • l . H dhrami 

when the Dutch threat became real in 1873. An exrremc y persuasive a ' 
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Sayyid, Habib Aburrahman a7rZ·\.hir, prime minister of Acch before the war 
made Istanbul his chief rarger once it became clear the British would do norhin~ 
ro help Acch, despite much support co do so in Penang. For most of 1873, 
the Habib was in the Turkish capiraJ, drumming up support among reformists 
and pan-Islamisrs alike. He and his Turkish symparhiiers located in rhe Turkish 
archives evidence of Ottoman suzcrainry over Acch from both the sixteenth and 
mjd-ni11etccnch cenrurics. The Durch pulled out all stops ro prevenc a painfully 
weak Turkey from doing anyrhing char would stir up Acehnese and Southeast 
Asian resistance, and in the end, only a polite diplomaric offer of mediation 
was forthcoming; equally politely declined by the Durch. Rumours circularcd 
of Turkish help for the Acehncsc, or for other potential rebels in restive pares 
of Indonesia, bur ir was nothing as frighrening as the Durch had feared. 

Palembang and Jambi were also sices of resistance to Durch advances in 
the mid-ninerecnrh cencury - a resistance which became more religious as 
ir became more desperate. A new sulran ofJan1bi, Taha Safi'ud-din, neglected 
ro declare his allegiance when he ascended the throne in 1855, and resisted 
Durch arcemprs two years lacer ro ncgoriace a more binding creary with him. 
While envoys from Baravia were crying ro win him round, Taha appealed to 
rhe Orcoman sultan for a documenr decladng Jambi ro be Turkish territory 
in which foreigners had no right to inrerfcrc. Taha encrusred this letter to his 
connections in Singapore, one of whom was provided with 30,000 Spanish 
dollars ro undertake the journey to Consr:mtinople. The emissary, Sharif Ali, 
apparently travelled only as far as Mecca, where he acquired forged letters 
from rhe Caliph authorizing rhc expulsion of rhe Dutch from Southeast Asia. 
Taha's leccer did, however, reach its destination. The Turkish grand ve-.tir asked 
the Ourcl1 ambassador whcrher Jambi was independent, and when assured 
char ir was part of Nerherlands Indies, he promised co give no reply. 

In November 1858, a Dutch cxpedic.ion occupied Taha's capital and 
installed a new sulran. Taha escaped, and after rhe withdrawal of the Dutch 
troops, he remained the de facto ruler of Jambi for almost half a century. 
For several years, he continued his attempts ro have Jambi recogn.iied as 
Turkish rerricory, backed by his agents in Singapore, who were reported co 
be raising money and arms for him chere. One Arab who had been active in 
his cause in Singapore wcnr to Mecca in 1861 , possibly with another appeal 
to lhe Caliph.s 

PAN-ISLAM, JIHADISM AND THE OTTOMANS 

A mindset which we mighr roday ca ll "jihadist" or Islamist, and amibute 
ro rhe global projection of struggles in Palestine and Iraq, does in face have 
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I n history in Sourheasr Asia. The twentieth-century rise of nationalism 
~o~ o~ ly marginalized such thinking, which colonial writers labelled "pan­
lslamic", but made it seem quixotic; its importance exaggerated by colonial 
paranoia. A century lacer, wirh nation~ism again ~igorously challe~ged. by 
concepts of solidariry wirh a global Muslun commumcy (11~1m~), the mu~a~n 
looks very different. This current must be seen as a conunumg one w1th111 
rhe Islamic world, emerging with far greater salience at some periods, such 
as the prcsem, than at others. 

The period between 1870 and 1918 was another such rime of Muslim 
fruslracion, when the solidarity of the 11mma loomed particularly large in the 
region, with some very specific consequences. Ar the poinc of their terminal 
decline, paradoxically, the On om an sulcans were a ccnrraJ part of this mindset. 
Especially during rhe reign of the last Orcoman sultan, Abdul Hamid II 
(r. 1876- 1908), the movement for a universal and effective caliphate received 
consislenc encouragemenr from the cop. After the disastrous Russo-Turkish 
War of 1877- 78, Abdul I !amid curned his back on the West and suspended 
the liberal constilucion of 1876. Encouraged by the sympathy he received 
from all over the Muslim world, including Sourheast Asia, he hoped to make 
up in Asia for the influence he had lose in Europe. The Sulran made clear that 
he wished 'lO be regarded as a sort of pope and protector for Sunni Muslims 
everywhere, and rhe Turkish press reAecced chis change in mood (Arnold 
1924, pp. 173-77; Snouck 1-lurgronje 1915, pp. 23-27). 

Pan-Islamic hopes were more than ever focussed on Turkey in this 
period, as rhe only Islamic power, the claimant ro the caliphate, and also 
the nominal overlord of Mecca and of most Arabs. Southeast Asian Arabs 
would readily claim co be Turkish subjects when it seemed likely co benefit 
them. The Arabs of Singapore, in particular the most prominent AJsagoff and 
al-Junied families, as well as their close confidam Sultan Abu Bakar of Johor, 
nor only rravelled to rhe Middle East and made the pilgrimage to Mecca but 
also visired Istanbul, and rook a substantial interest in Turkish affairs. They 
also symparhized with rhe Acchnese and other Indonesian Muslims chat they 
thought were being oppressed by che Durch. The actions ofTurkey in Asia, 
however symbolic, assumed greater importance through the mediarion of 
such men, and rheir councerpans throughout che archipelago. 

TURKISH CONSULATES 

Neither Britain nor the Ncrherlands liked rhe idea ofTurkish consuls in their 
colonies, because of thei r fear rhat rhey would become rhe focus for pan-Islamic 
agiracions. However, since both London and T he Hague wanted che right ro 



_3_4 __________________ ·~ 

appoint consuls in places like Alexandria, Tunis, Aleppo and Damascus, they 
had to n1ake son1e concessions in their own e111pires. 

When Britain allowed Turkey ro have its firsr consul in Singapore in 
1864, the Durch were particularly alarmed. He was the wealthy Hadhraini 
merchant Sayyid Abdallah al-Junicd. As they feared, the Indonesian pilgrims 
to Mecca who travelled via Singapore, as well as other prominent Muslims, 
tended to regard him as the spiritual and political represenrative of the 
Caliph. At his death in 1865, therefore, the Dutch requested that London 
forbid the appointment of another Muslim as consul, because the British 
and Dutch had a co1nn1on interest, they argued) ro guard against '\he 
s111ouldering and easily inBarn1nablc elcrncnr of £1naticisn1" an1ong Southeast 
Asian Musliins.6 

Istanbul had apparently intended to appoint Abdallah's brother, SaYYid 
Junied al-Junied, to the vacant office, but when Britain deferred to Dutch 
pressure, Turkey agreed to leave the position vacant. Nevertheless, Sayyid Junied 
was regarded locally as the honorary consul or, as the Dutch complained, 
as "a sort of acting consul for Ti..rrkey" for several years thereafter. 7 In other 
words, Britain supported the Durch ro the extent of not officially recognizing 
Junied's consular status, bur not to the point of preventing hi111 fro1n acting 
in Turkey's interests. Sayyid Muhammad Alsagoff, the most influential of 
Singapore's Muslims in the 1880s and I 890s, assumed the same role at that 
time (Reid 2004, pp. 232-33, 267-72). 

Dutch agents and spies in Singapore reported a great deal of Tirrkish 
meddling in Southeast Asia in this period, perhaps partly because they were paid 
to do so by the l)urch consulate. In I 88 J) two proininent inunns fro1n Mecca 
sailed to Singapore with what the British and Dutch thought was some kind 
of political mission to Java and Palembang. It may have been intended mostly 

to gain support for Turkish causes, but undoubtedly had the effect of raising 
the hopes of Musli1ns in Su111arra for help in their o\vn struggles. 8 'I'he in1anzs 
were prevented fro111 sailing to Pale1nbang) but t-wo Tl1rkish ex-anny officers 
did apparently get there, and allegedly inspired a group of thirty Palembang 
conspirators, including several ine1nbers of rhe fOnner royal dynasty) ro plan 
the murder of all the Europeans in the town. All were rounded up by the 
Dutch before anything of the sort could happen. 9 Under interrogation, some 
of rhc111 revealed their understanding that Javanese Muslin1s vvere being roused 
for the same cause, and that visits to Java by Muhammad Alsagoff and the 
Sultan of Johor in 188 I were n1canr to have sirnilar incendiary effCcrs. l)utch 
Consul General W.H. Read also harboured deep suspicions of Muhammad 
Alsagoff, whom he claimed had offered hospitality to several of those involved 
in the Pale111bang conspiracy. 10 
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1890 a Ti.irkish warship on a visit to Japan created great ;~citen1.en~ 
Jn . ' and the local Musli1n co1nmunity passed news o Its a1.11va 

in Singapo1e·r·1 . I of the Acehnese of help from that quarter revived, 
tO Suinarra. ie iopes . S' ·e with letters requesting that both A. I envoy was sent to mgapor ~ b . 
and an .ce 1 . I . ' commander and Sayyid Muhammad Alsago f nng 
rhe 'forlosh wars ups . f I , C ]' I The Ti1rkish warship had long , l. ht to the attention o t 1e _,a ip 1. l I 
Acchs p rg . I I . ..· d but Alsagoff received t 1e etters, . d l )' the tune r 1e ette1s a111ve ) f E· . 
de par te ' . , b I aving soon after on a tour o ,u1 ope. l . d Acehncse expectat10ns y c A l 
,u1c raise '. . 1892 Alsagoff sent a personal envoy to ce 1, l . . un to Smgapore Ill ' , I I 
On us i.·etr . D. -l I . by telling their consul t iat 1e was · to quieten utc 1 a a1111 , .. 

1 after anemptmg 1' ·!. l d 'ce that Aceh should submit to Dutch rule. 1.1e 
si1nply passing on ur os 1 a v1 ·re effect however, and indeed) the website 
mission apparently h~~ te ·~ppos~· gapor~ remembers with pride that their 

of the current AI;,ago ,da~~/~~;1~[~1 ~ople to fight against the Dutch":". At 
fa1nous fo1ebea1 h~lpe ., , on in~de for an Acehnese diplotnanc ni1ss1on 
any event, p:·eparan~~lS WClC so 'Teuku Laota) \Vas equipped with a 'furkish 
to Constantmople.' I he cnlvoy: f'Ii ·] 'y's earlier recognition of Aceh's status sword and decoranon as to <ens o u1 <e < ,, 
as a 'forkish protecto;·~~~ ~ravelled no further than Singapore, where he may 

Laota appea1s to l • . - fi .. , l n )re realistic Muslirns. L? Instead, the 
have been discouraged Ill hrs cf oils ,'Y' c . l, . I d of I 893. His 

I wrote directly ro (,onstantlnop e at t 1e en c 
Al cch1~~~1\~~~t~:1tch instead ofTurkish hands (Gobee andAdriaandse 1957-59, 
ettcr e . . d f c . ·l . ttempts Ill dus rrectron. 153-57) and there is no recor o nut 1e1 a . ff . l 

PP· ll ... , ) 1' atience with Durch sensitivity about allowing an o 1c1a 
nta1ns r

1

' .. · I ·I thin once they savv a 
Turkish consul in Singapore hacll wl o910·nl pal1 tic~~~~ ythey allowed a 'forkish 

I . I l . B tav!'l In Ju y ' ! 1c1c , , l 
'Tlir os 1 consu 111 a : · . l _, · b In 1903) this consu 
official, Haji Attaullah Effend1,·r:o1 takefJup bt:e ~~1; had been defying the 

. d l from Sultan la 1a o am I, 
receive an appea ~ ' I fi · arded i r to 

. . i; . ] , fifty years He must uvc or w 
Dutch in the mtenor ·01 near ) · . T l ' b ·h·rlf to The 

. 'f ·I ~ rnade representanons on a ias e < 

his governme. nt,.smce u1 cey d . 1957 59 !' 1662· Smit 
I I l .,. frer (Cobee and A naansc -- ' · ' 

Hague s 10rr Y tlerca ' 
64 66 443_

45
). The Dutch were sufficiently 

1957 271-74 328-29,3> -)), ' 11·11·1·1 
' PP· ' · . . . . ed ro pursue anc Cl a 1a 

aroused by the dangers such mvolvement represent f I . J b' b'lity was 
. - A fi-· onths thereafter n1ost o t 1e atn I no ' 

the followmg year. ew m . d . l Hungarian officer i.n the . . I . ~ rly inc1 re ro actton 1y a < ' 

agarn in revo t, appa1e~1 l , _. l 1111nission fro111 the c.:aliph 
· , I · l [ 1 clauned to uvc a spec1a co . r 
1uros1 anny, wic '. b' 1_J • kl)' arrested nineteen cluers . . I d frncc of Jam ' ie was qutc ' ' 
to assist 1n t 1e e e . ' · b' . 

1 
gradually subdued during 

l d exiled and Jam ! was agau ' , l 
\Vere caprurec an : ' . _ . d.d . 

1 
·lllow an Ortornan consu 

the following nvo years. i ! Britain 1 not agaH ' 

in Singapore. 
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Meanwhile, the Netherlands Indies government had allowed a Turkish 
consul general in Batavia since the 1880s, on the grounds thar rhey could 
becrer control any pan-Islainic acciviry on rheir own rerrirory than rhar which 
operared our of Singapore. 

T his assumption went somewhat awry, however, with Muhammad Kiami l 
Bey, rhe consul general in Baravia from 1897 ro 1899. He was far more 
zealous than his predecessors, notably in encouraging Arabs in rhe Indies ro 
regard rhemselves as Turkish subjects and to bring their grievances co him. 
He sent eleven young Arabs for schooling in Consrantinople becween 1898 
and J 904, and they came back with Turkish passporrs which rhey claimed 
entitled rhem to "European" starus (which had been given co rhe Japanese 
a few years earlier) (Gobee and Adriaanse 1957-59, pp. I 617, 1619-20, 
1737-38). The Dutch finally threw him our when they caught him offering 
assistance co Indonesian rulers, including rhe Acehne~e sultan who had jusc 
submitted co the Durch (ibid., p. 1662). Turkey transferred him to Singapore, 
bur Bricain refused co give him an exequacur. Besides his excessive enthusiasm 
in colonial eyes, he was said ro have offended some of the Johor royal family 
by marrying Abu Bakar's widow. 

The mosr imporranr result of Kia.mil Bey's sojourn in Batavia was to 
foster closer links becween Southeast Asian Arabs and the Middle Eastern 
press. "lowards the end of 1897, rhe Arabic aL-Ma.lumat of Constantinople, 
rhe Thamarat aL-fimrm of Beirnr, and several Egyptian newspapers had all 
acquired correspondents in Bacavia or Singapore, who regularly complained 
abour the injusrices to which Muslims in general, bur Arabs in particular, 
were subjected by the Durch. This press campaign aroused high hopes rhar 
Turkey would inrervene to push rhe Dutch to give "European" srarus ro 
Netherlands Indies Arabs. The campaign alarmed Saravia for a time, but 
faded somewhat when The Hague mobilized d iplomatic pressure on Istanbul 
(Reid 2004, pp. 243-45). 

THE CALIPH AND THE GREAT WAR 

The First World War, which pirted Turkey for rhe first time against rhe 
colonial powers - Brirain, France and Russia - was potentially che 
most dangerous mornenr for European colonial rule over Asia's Muslims. 
Although there were some, largely German-inspired, attempts ro use 
the idea of a holy war on behalf of rhe Caliph, it was not pursued with 
much co1ru:iitmenc or imagination by the Turks themselves. The Young 
·nirks were m the process of redefining themselves as the most secular of 
nationalists, and would succeed in ending the absolute monarchy in 1918. 
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Many of the ir c:rscwhile Arab subjects, meanwhile, turned nationalist and 
anti-Turkish at British urging. . 
' Nevercheless che idea of tl1e Ottomans as rhe hope ~f Muslims had 
normous and often fatal attraction. ln the Singapore munny of February 

~ 915 the most sanguinary anti-colonial act in Singapore history, there was 
a in' a Turkish theme. On 15 February 1915, only three months aftcrTu~key 
e~ered the war, 815 Indian troops and l 00 Malays of the Malay Scares Guides 
rebelled, tried co release 300 imprisoned Germans, largely from the ~a~~ure 
of the Emden, and killed 33 British military men and 18 European civ1lian.s 
before reinforcements arrived in the city to combat them. The g?vern~rs 
letter analysing the events noted the unruli1~ess within largely Musl~m un1rs, 
" t a time when Great Britain was at war with Turkey, whose ruler 1.s looked 
a to as the spiritual head of the Mohammedan religion, was without doL'.bt 
~te principal cause of the mutiny."1s A Sin~~~ore Gujarati merchant, Kas~un 
Ali Mansoor, one of the few Singapore clVl lians executed over the mu~my, 
had sough t to provide a link bcrween Turkey and the Malay ~mes ~uides, 
who in December 1914 refused orders to proceed to Ease Africa. His letter 
to his son in Rangoon had been intercepted that same December. Ic proved 
to contain an appeal, meant to be forwarded to the man th_oug~c co be rh~ 
Tmklsh consul there (though the consulate had ceased to extst with Turk~ys 
entry into rhe war), to send a warship to Singapore, to t.1ke the Mal~y soldiers 
to somewhere where rhey could fight for rhe Turks instead of ~gainst them 
(K ·· 1988 p 83· Harper and Miller 1984, pp. 204-06; Sareen 1995, uwaJima , · , • 

P· ll). · h 
Needless ro say, the dream of a strong, progressive Muslim power as 

continued to inspire Muslims everywhere who feel themselves weak and 
dominated. T he Occomans were ac the heart of that dream for 400 years. 
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1 
~an 
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ugama Islam. Maka di-kirim Sultan Rum daripada iems ucus dan pai~da1 yang 
tahu menuang bcdil. Maka pada iaman itu-lah di-ruang orang menai11 yang 
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