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Falklands 1982

On 31 March 1982 information was received of a 1large
Argentinian fleet heading for the Falklands. Invasion
followed on 2 April. NZ deployed a frigate on patrol
duties in the Indian Ocean, freeing Royal Navy vessels for

other tasks.

WT: 3 days

Fiji May 1987

A coup d'etat in Suva on 14 May 1987 afforded no warning to
NZ. A RNZN frigate was, by chance, in Suva at the time.
Other ships were also despatched and anti-terrorist units

readied.

WT : 0

Fiji September 1987
A second coup by Rabuka on 25 September was similarly
unexpected. HMNZS MONOWAI was ordered to depart for Fiji

and sailed the next day.

WT: 0
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Vanuatu 1988

Following a land rights march in Port Villa on 16 May 1988,
rioting broke out and local security forces were stretched
to the limik. Vanuatu requested NZ and Australian
assistance and materials were flown in by air. RRF

elements were also reportedly placed on alert.

WT: 0

Bougainville 1989-90

Already tense, Bougainville erupted again in January 1990
as Bougainville Revolutionary Army Activity increased. The
PNGDF's 'Operation Footloose' began on 11 January 1leading
to an escalation in the conflict. After a number of
foreigners were Kkilled or injured in the fighting, the
Australian and New Zealand governments advised their
nationals to evacuate the island. The media reported that
the Australian Operational Deployment Force was on standby
to assist 1f required. It is highly 1likely that similar
preparations were made by the New Zealand Ready Reaction

Force based at Burnham.

WT: 3 weeks

Gulf War 1990

Saddam Hussien's invasion of Kuwait on 2 August 1990 was a
successful strategic surprise. On 3 December the NZ
Government announced that it would contribute two C130

alrcraft and a medical team.

WT: 0
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