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PUBLICATIONS

“Facing the Atomic Future” by E. W. Titterton.
Macmillan and Co., London, 1956; St. Martin’s Press,
New York, 1956; F. W. Cheshire, Melbourne, 1956.

Professor L. G. H. Huxley, Professor of Physics in
the University of Adelaide, has kindly contributed the
following review of Professor Titterton’s book.

“Although most people are fully aware of the
fearful dilemma that has been presented to mankind
by the discovery of the means for releasing nuclear
energy, the promise of prosperity on the one hand
and the threat of universal destruction on the other,
yet there are many significant matters in this field
about which the public is ill-informed, confused or
ignorant. The layman receives much of his infor-
mation in the form of isolated and unco-ordinated
items of news, over the radio, in the press and in
short articles, from which it is impossible for him to
form an intelligent appreciation of the subject as a
whole. There was therefore a need for a compre-
hensive and authoritative, but not highly technical
survey of the whole field. Professor Titterton’s
book, which was written to meet this need, provides
a remarkably clear and full account of most of the
relevant information that the serious but non-tech-
nical reader requires.

Part I is chiefly concerned with the peaceful uses
of atomic (i.e. nuclear) energy. After a brief and
elementary survey of some basic facts of atomic
physics, including the process of fission, it is explain-
ed how it has proved possible to release nuclear
energy in a controlled manner. The importance for
the maintenance and development of modern indus-
trial society of this new source of power is con-
vincingly established by means of an interesting and
informative survey of the power reserves of the
world, their distribution and estimated durations.
Since world oil reserves and the coal reserves of
some countries are approaching exhaustion in the

relatively near future, the appearance of this new and

convenient source of power is most timely and
essential.

After a chapter dealing with the design, opera-
tion and economics of reactors for producing electri-
cal power for industry, further chapters follow on the
policies for atomic energy in the United Kingdom, the
United States, Australia, Canada and other countries.
In these chapters, there is a great deal of interesting
information about reactors of different kinds, in-
cluding the important breeder reactors of the future.

The peaceful uses of atomic energy are not,
however, confined to the generation of electrical
power. The author describes how the large con-
centrations of neutrons in atomic reactors can be used
to prepare a variety of radioactive isotopes that have
important uses in pure research, medicine and in-
dustry.

Although Professor Titterton is a nuclear phy-
sicist, he has not neglected the biological aspects of
the subject and an important chapter on the health
hazards of atomic energy is essential for the under-
standing of the mechanism of damage to biological
cells by radiations and of protective’measures. In this
context, the possible consequences of genetic damage
is fully discussed especially in relation to the testing
of nuclear weapons.

The transition from the hopeful theme of Part I
to the oppressive theme of Part II, from what should

happen to what could happen, cannot fail to shock

the reader, for Part II deals with nuclear warfare.

In brief, this part of the book is concerned with the

principles of both the fission (atomic) bombs and the

fusion (hydrogen) bombs, their methods of use, and

destructive capabilities. Civil defence and its im-
" portance forms the subject of a special chapter.

The third and final part of the book discusses
the social and political consequences of nuclear energy
and is less factual that what has preceded. Many
readers will find the history of the abortive attempts
to achieve international control of the production
and use of atomic weapons an interesting, if depres-
sing excursion into modern history.

In writing this book Professor Titterton has
made an outstanding contribution to popular educa-
tion in an important field of knowledge. It is to
be hoped that “Facing the Atomic Future” will find
many readers.”

“Australian Federal Politics and Law, 1901 to
1929” by Geoffrey Sawer. Melbourne University
Press, 1956.

“Iban Agriculture, a Report on the Shifting
Cultivation of Hill Rice by the Iban of Sarawak’ by
J. D. Freeman. Colonial Research Studies No. 18.
London (H.M.S.0.), 1955.

University Publications

In earlier issues of the “News,” reference has been
made to the series known as “Australian National Uni-
versity Social Science Monographs.” - Copies of these
monographs are available from the Secretary, Publica-
tions Committee. To date, the following monographs
have been produced:—

“The Genetics of Twinning” by Norma McArthur
6/-.

“"Public Capital Formation in Australia, Estimates
1860-1900” by Noel G. Butlin and Hans de Meel. 21/-.

“The Gwydir By-Election” by Henry Mayer and
Joan Rydon. 17/6.

“Land Tenure among the Garia” by Peter Lawrence.
10/6.

“Private Capital Formation in Australia, Estimates
1861-1900” by Noel G. Butlin. 25/-.

“Growth and Depression; Contrasts in the Aus-
tralian and British Economies 1870-80,” by John D.
Bailey. 25/-.

“Australian Company Finance, Sources and Uses
of Funds of Public Companies, 1946-1955" by Alan
kAl 39768

“Economic Recovery in Australia 1894-1899” by
Angus W. Sinclair. 25/-.

“From Balance to Deterrence”
Burns. 7/6.

by Arthur Lee

The following books have been published by the
University in association with F. W. Cheshire :—

1952 “Federalism” Ed. by G. Sawer 39/6
“Science in Australia” 30/-

1953 “Reflections of an Australian Liberal”
by F. Eggleston 27/6

1954 “‘Italians and Germans in Australia”
by W. D. Borrie 30/-

“Communism and Democracy in Australia”
by L. C. Webb 25/-
1955 “The Empress Wu” by C. P. FitzGerald 27/6
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The following book was published by the University
in association with the Melbourne University Press:—

1956 “Sterling and Regional Payments

Systems” by J. O. N. Perkins 30/-

ACADEMIC VACANCIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Saionji Memorial Scholarship

Applications are invited for the award of the
Saionji Memorial Scholarship tenable for one year in
Japan from April, 1958. Applicants should be graduates
with some knowledge of the Japanese language. They
should be able to follow a course in a Japanese institu-
tion of higher learning or should have specialised know-
ledge of Japanese affairs, e.g. politics, economics, art.

The Scholarship covers fares, fees, books and mon-
thly maintenance allowance for one person (£stg. 80).

Full particulars are available from the Registrar
with whom applications close on 1st April, 1957.

United Kingdom Postgraduate Awards 1956-57

The 1956-57 edition of this list of awards has re-
cently been published. Copies of the pamphlet can be
consulted in the Library or are available on request from
Dr. J. F. Foster, Secretary, The Association of Universi-
ties of the British Commonwealth, 36 Gordon Square,
London, W.C.I

Research School of Pacific Studies

Applications are invited for an appointment either
as Senior Fellow or as Fellow in the Department of
International Relations (closing date: 15th April, 1957).

The qualifications desired include a knowledge of
the area north of Australia from Pakistan to Japan
and/or experience, either academic or practical, related
to research on current international problems.

Copies of the advertisement and particulars of the
conditions of appointment are available from the Regis-
trar.

PRINCIPAL DATES

March

14th Thursday—First Term begins
Finance Committee.
Commencement Dinner —
University House.
15th Friday—Council.
30th Wednesday—Joint Faculties’ Board.
29th Friday—Board of Graduate Studies.

April
10th Wednesday—Joint Faculties.

12th Friday—Finance Committee.
Standing Committee.

17th Wednesday—Joint Faculties’ Board.

19th Friday—Good Friday. University
22nd Monday—Easter Monday. %Oﬂice
23rd Tuesday—Easter Tuesday. ) Closed.

25th Thursday—Anzac Day. University Office closed.
26th Friday—Board of Graduate Studies.

9th Thursday—Finance Committee.
10th Friday—Council.

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
15th Wednesday—]Joint Faculties’ Board.
24th Friday—Board of Graduate Studies.
25th Saturday—First Term ends.
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