


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix 1 

Composition and characteristics of sample of 16 households 
intensively investigated 

Household 1: BAIKIA 

Baikia 
His wife 
His son 
His daughter 
His daughter 
His adopted so,n 
Wife's siste,r),.s 

daughter ' / 
Wife's sister's son 

54 
53 
17 

lO} twins 
10 
12 

15 
5 

Living away: 

Son, 21, working in Tarawa 
Son, 15, at King George VI School, 

Tarawa 

Temporary membership: 

His brother's son from Tarawa, 12 -
1 mth 

His brother's daughter from Tarawa, 
10 - 1 mth 

His distant cousin, 25 and wife, 
18 - 1 mth 

Number of permanent resident members: 6. 
Village of residence: Baretoa. In-migrant to Abemama. 
Roman Catholic. Consumption units (CU) mean of 10 weeks 5.47. 

4.30. 
= 1.27 

Labour units (LU) 11 11 11 11 

CU to LU 

Receives occasional remittance to help with school fees. 
Subsidy. 

No Coconut 

Household 2: BAKETI 

47 
22 

His son 1 
Wife's divorced sister 40 

Baketi 
His wife 

Number of permanent members: 4. 
Village of residence: Baretoa. 
Roman Catholic: CU mean= 5.16. 

Living away: Nil 

Temporary membership: 

Wife's sister from Tekatirirake, 
35 - 9 mths 

Wife's father, 65, from Tanimainuku-
3 mths 

Wife's sister, 32 - 1 mth 
Wife's sister, 33, from Tarawa -

2 mths 
Children, 4 and 2 
(all to assist during wife's 

pregnancy) 

In-migrant. 
LU mean = 4.46. CU to LU 1.15. 

Remittances rare, no Coconut Subsidy. 
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Household 3: TIROUEA 

Tirouea 
His wife 
His son 
His daughter 
His daughter 
His daughter 

37 
36 
15 

6 
3 
6 mths 

Living away: 

His daughter, 10 
His son, 8, Tarawa 

Temporary membership: 

His nephew near Kauma, 16 - 2 mths 
Distant relation village nurse, 

23 - 1 mth 

Number of permanent resident members: 6. 
Village of residence: Baretoa. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 4.11. LU mean= 2.69. CU to LU 
Received quite unexpected monetary gifts. 

1.52. 

Household 4: TAMUERA 

Tamuera 49 
His wife 52 
Her mother 70 
His mother's sister 65 
His niece 18 

Living away: 

His son, 35, in Ne~ Caledonia · 
His son, 22, in New Hebrides 
His niece, 25, husband 26, and 

daughter 5, from north of 
Baretoa - 1 mth 

Temporary membership: 

Wife's brother, 51, his wife, 48 -
3 mths 

Daughter 20, son 12, son 8 - 2 mths 
Adopted son, 16 - 5 .mths 
Utu boy, 16 - 2 mths 
Utu boy, 15 - 2 mths 
Wife's brother's adopted son's 

wife - 1 mth 

Number of permanent resident members: 5. / , 
Village of residence: Bare toa. Abemaman born. ,,, :. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 7.22. LU mean= 6.03. CU to LU =~1'.20. 
Expected to receive occasional remittance from son in Noumea·. 

Household 5: ROUA 

Roua 
His wife 
His son 

30 
44 

1 

Living away: Nil 

Temporary membership: 

His wife's cousin, 23 - 1 mth 
Wife's sister, 29 - 1 mth 

Number of permanent resident members: 3. 
Village of residence: Baretoa. In-migrant. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 3.01. LU mean= 2.46. CU to LU 
Receives no remittance. Access to land of father-in-law. 

1 . 22. 



Household 6: TABIKE 

Tabike* (divorced 
female) 

Her son 
Her son 
Her mother 

29 
3 
1 

62 

Living away: Nil 

Temporary membership: 
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Her sister, 44, and her husband, 
30 (Roua) and child - 1 mth 

Her divorced sister, 22 (a nurse) 
5 mths 

Number of permanent resident members: 4. 
*Tabike married a divorced Ellice Islander with 3 children in last months 

of survey. 
Village of residence: Baretoa. Abemaman born. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 4.37. LU mean= 3.08. CU to LU= 1.41 . 
An all female household for . most of 1972. Receives no remittance. 

Household 7: EBER! 

Eberi 
His wife .·, 
His daugh~t,. 
Her husban'd 
His daughter 
Her daughter 
His son 
His daughter 
His son 
His daughter 
His wife's son 
Wife's son's half-

38 
49 
18 
24 
17 

4 
12 
10 

9 
7 

29 

sister 19 
His brother-in-law 20 

Living away: 

Son, 16, New Hebrides, then Tarawa. 

Temporary membership: 

His wife's son, 23 - 3 mths 
Adopted father of his daughter, 

6o+ and the daughter, 6 - 4 mths 
His distant relative, 40, wife, 40, 

and 2 small children - 2 mths 

Number of permanent resident members: 13. 
Village of residence: Tabontebike. In-migrant. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 11.27. LU mean= 8.33. CU to LU= 1.35. 
Receives a remittance about once a year. In 1972 hoping to receive a 
job from former employer in New Hebrides. ~. 
Household 8: MOTE 

Mote 33 
His wife 33 
His son 6 
His son: born in 1972 

Temporary membership: 

His wife's brother, 23, and wife, 
22 - 2 mths 

His distant relative, 41, and wife, 
39 - 4 mths, with their 2 child­
ren, 6 and 4 - 2 mths, and also 
with a grandchild - 1 mth 

Joined his father's household for 1 mth. 
Number of permanent reisents: 4. 
Village of residence: Tebanga. Abemaman born. 
Roman Catoolic. CU mean= 6.25. LU mean• 5.33. CU to LU= 1.17. 
No remittances, but son of a large landowner. 

Household 9: KAUTU 

Kautu 
Adopted son 

69 
16 

Living away: Wife, Tarawa 
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Temporary membership: 

Adopted son, 14 - 6 mths 
Neighbour, 40 and son, 8, for mutual 

aid - 2 wks 
Adopted son's sister, 13 - 1 mth 

Number of permanent resident members: 2 to 3. 
Village of residence: 3 miles north of Tebanga. In-migrant. 
Seventh Day Adventist. CU mean a 2.97. LU mean= 2 . 19. CU to LU= 1.35. 
Large landowner, receives Coconut Improvement Subsidy and occasional 

small remittance. 
Tabiteuean, formerly interpreter for US troops. 

Household 10: RORIKI 

Roriki 
His wife 
His son 

34 
35 

2 

Number of permanent residents : 3. 

Living away: 

His son (earlier marriage), 17 
His daughter (earlier marriage), 16 

Temporary membership: 

His son (earlier maf riage), 17 -
3 mths 

and his wife, 17 - 1 mth 
His cousin, 19 and wife, 15 - 3 mths 
His nephew, 16 - 4 mths 

Village of residence: Tebanga. Abemaman born. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 3.92. LU mean= 3 . 73. CU to LU 
No remittances. Slightly lame. 

1.05. 

Household 11: NAWAIA 

Nawaia 39 Living away: Nil 
His wife 37 

Temporary membership: His father 68 
His daughter 17 Wife's distant relation, 37, his 
His daughter 15 wife, 36 - 2 mths I , 

His son 14 and daughter, 4 - 3 mthsi ~ 
His son 12 His brother from Kuria t b visit his 
His son 11 children adopted here ·...:_ 3 mths 
His son 9 
His daughter 6 
His sister's son 9 
His sister's daughter 7 

Number of permanent residents: 12. 
Village of residence: Tebanga. In-migrant. 
Roman Catholic . CU mean= 10.13. LU mean= 6.16. CU to LU= 1.64. 
No remittances . 

Household 12 : IENIMOA 

Ienimoa 
His wife 
His son 
His son 
His daughter 
Her son (1st marriage) 

45 
38 
18 
17 

6 
11 

Living away: 

His son, 21, on Tarawa 
His son, 19, on Tarawa 



Her son (1st marriage) 
Her son II If 

Her daughter " 

10 
8 
5 

Number of permanent residents: 9. 
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Temporary membership: 

His son from Tarawa, 21 - 1 mth 

Village of residence: Tebanga. In-migrant, 
Protestant (wife Roman Catholic). 
CU mean• 7.83. LU mean• 4.04. CU to LU• 1.93. 
No remittances. 

Household 13: BAUERI 

Baueri 
His wife 
His son 
His son 
His wife's eldest 

sister's son 

24 
21 

2 
1 mth 

11 

Number of permanent members: 5. 

Living away: Nil 

Temporary membership: 

Wife's father, 63 - 3 mths 
Wife's sister, 25 - 3 mths 
Her son, 10 - 3 mths 
His wife's female cousin, 63 - 1 mth 
Wife's nephew, 8 - 1 mth 
His male cousin, 38 - 1 mth 
and wife, 36 and 3 children, 12, 8, 

5 - 1 mth 

Village of residence: Tebanga. Abemaman born . 
Protestant. CU mean~ 4.36. LU mean• 3.45. CU to LU 
Remittance possible from a relation on Ocean Island. 

1.26. 

Household 14: URIAM 

Uriam 
His wife 
His son, divorced 
His son's son 
His adopted grand­

daughter 
His sister 

52 
49 
35 

5 

7 
60 

Number of permanent members: 6. 

Living away: 

His daughter, 28, working in Tarawa 
His son, 20, working in Tarawa 
His son, 12 at King George VI 

School, Tarawa 

Temporary membership: 

His nephew's son, 8, and daughter, 
6 - 1 mth 

His brother's son, 9 - 1 mth 
His brother's daughter 7 - 1 mth 
His granddaughter, 15 - 1 mth 
His married daughter, 20 from 

Tekatirirake 
and husband, 22 - 2 wks 

Village of residence: Tebanga. In-migrant. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 6.12. LU mean= 4.19. CU to LU= 1.46. 
Receives remittances from son on Tarawa of $5-$10 about 4 times a year, 
$10-$20 about 5 or 6 times from a relative in senior government service, 
and 1 remittance from daughter on Rabi in Fiji. Coconut Subsidy of $49 . 



272 

Household 15: BAITEKE 

Baiteke 
His wife 
His mother 
His son 
His daughter 
His son 
His eldest sister's 

daughter 
His eldest sister's 

granddaughter 
His uncle 

23 
21 
60 

6 
4 
2 . 

12 

5 
65 

Number of permanent members: 9. 

Living away: Nil 

Temporary membership: 

His eldest sister's daughter, 19 
1 mth 

His brother, 32, returned from · 
Nauru - 3 mths 

His brother's wife, 32, from Nauru -
3 mths 

Their son, 10 - 5 mths 
Their daughter, 8 - 5 mths, daughter, 

6 - 5 mths, son, 4 - 5 mths, 
son, 3 - 3 mths, daughter, 1 -
3 mths 

His wife's nephew, 23 - 2 mths 
His cousin from 2 miles north, 38, 

wife, 37, son, 11, to work lands 
here - 3 mths 

His cousin's daughter, 9, son, 5 -
3 mths 

Village of residence: Tebanga. Abemaman born. 
Roman Catholic. CU mean= 10.94. LU= 5.40. CU to LU 
No remittances. Coconut Subsidy payment of $26. 

2.02. 

Household 16: TOTI 

Toti 
His wife 
His daughter 
His daughter 

49 
37 
16 
15 

Number of permanent members: 5. 

Living away: 

His daughter 14, at Kauma SDA School 

Temporary membership: 

Distant relative from Tebanga, 58, 
wife, 55 - 1 mth 

Their son, 18 - 5 mths 
Distant relative from Tebanga -

2 mths 
Wife's cousin, 30 - 1 mth 

Village of residence: Tebanga. In-migrant. 
Seventh Day Adventist. CU means 4.48. LU mean= 3.96. CU to LU= 1.13. 
Remittances from son on overseas ship and daughter on Tarawa to pay 
school fees and other expenses ($110). Coconut Subsidy of $32. 
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Appendix 2 

Laadholdtnu or land• UHd of •aapl• of 16 houeehold• 

Nuaber and 
n- of No. Extent of u••a• houMhold •- of of Approxiaat• Own■nhip/ Mllthod of Other by household head l•d plou a1u• n:ahtration acquhltion obHrvation• and lo<:at ton 

l. IAlKIA Nabao L- 4 cha.in ■ Head of houH- louaht £ 32 over Covered vith aalt- Un uaed - house aite 
acroaa hold 10 years earlier buah 

Te .. koro H-5,000 aq. yd Head of houH- Bought very Under aaltbuah - not Unuaed - 2 ail•• N. 
hold cheaply yet planted in 

coconut• 
Teurinikinaka 2 L-3 chain• Joint - vifa Inherited Only 25 per cent Coaaidenble (tvice 

acroaa and dblin&• palu bearln1 but a .:,nth 
wll planted in 
young pal- (496 out 
of total of 898 pal .. ) 

Aontetoa M-1 chain Joint - wife Inherited Little uaed - S 
aero•• and ■ iblinga allea N. 

Tebukiniaata l H-1 chain Joint - vifa lnharlted Little uHd - 4 
acroaa •d aiblina• atlea N. 

Tetoron1a s-1 chain half- Joint - wife Inherited Little uHd - 2 
way aero•• and dbl in&• aile• N. 

Kareaki S- 1 chain half- Joint - wife Inher1Ud Little uud - O, S 
way aero•• and dblin1• aile N. 

Tiriobo 5- 1 chain half- Joint - wife Inherited Little used - 5 
way aero•• and ■ iblina• a1le1 N. 

Tenaana Wife 1 1 Rarely used 
brother 

laretoa M-1 . S chains Wife's Only 28 per cent Frequently uud 
aero•• brother bearina (twice • aonth) 

Tauooa 

2. IAUTI laretoa L-40 yd acroH Head of louaht 1966 for E11cept tonally high Freq uently - several 
houNhold £2.50 (earnina• rate of plant ina tiMa a ac,nth -

Fannin& hland) new palas houM aite 
Tabontebik.e S-0. 7S chain Caretakin1 for Uncleen:d - few A few ti•• a year -

aero•• diatant rela- palaa but hi&h l ■ile s. 
tive of wife percentaa• bearina 

Rurubao Caretakina for Moatly well A few t 1•• a year 
diatant rela- cleared - percent-
tive ap bearina 

J. TUOUEA Tarawa L-2 chain• Father of Inherited frDll Scrub. Good percent- Occaaioaally -
aero•• head of adopted 1rand- •• bearin1 and aany nearby 

houuhold parent youaa pal• 
lareek.1 M-7 fathoaa Father o f head Inherited froa Hi&h percentaa• bear- Occaaionally -

o f houMhold adopted arand- lna, but few youna nearby 
parent pal .. planted 

Tarawa l.S chaina Mother of head Inherited Unuaed - nearby 
acroaa of houNhold 

Tatoronaa S-3 fathoM Mother of wife Inherited Indy t.lHd - 2 
acroaa ■ilea N. 

Taunoa M-1 chain Brother of head louaht Ravaae d by f1 re, hrely uMd - nearby 
acroaa of houNhold acrub, awa■py -

few palu 

4. TAMUEIA .... , L-3 chain• Head o f house- Inherited hther 39 per cent bearina- Frequently - 10 ti•• a c roaa hold aood percentaae in 1971 - 2.1 ■ilea N. 
young pal• 

Moaniboaa N-ovtir l chain Head of houH- Inherited father lkluaed - J ■ilea N 
acro aa hold 

luariki M-ovtir 1 chain Head of houae - Inherited father Unuaed - 4 ■ilH N. 
aero•• hold 

Naaoto M-owir 2 chaina 48 per cent, aood Preq~ntly - about 10 half-way acroaa percentage young ti•• in 1971 - 2 . J 
palu ■ilea N. 

larealta M-4 fattw.a Scrubby Rarely, once or twice 
acroaa a year - nearby 

5. ROUA ltaberea H-8 fathou Wife Inherited arand- Unuaed - 4.5 ■UH N. 
acroaa father 

loooteva S-8 fathoaa Wife Inherited lkluaed - 9 ■ilea N. 
quarter way 
aero•• 

leinakaia L-1 • .5 chains WU•'• lnharitad 46 per cent bear- OccHionally with 
vida: l qoon fatMr ing, good nu.ber other a.,tu ••ben -
aida:, 20 of young pal• O.S a l h N. 
fatholla ocean 
lido 

aaretoa 2 • .5 chain• Wife'• Inherited S.5 per cent bear- Occasionally with 
halfvay acrou father ing but aaall per- otMr utu •■ban -

cent young pal■• house aite 

6. TAIIKE Aa for IOUA Ht'uaahold 5 
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~~ndix 2 continued 

Nuaber and 
naae of No. Extent of u•age 
houHhold Na• of of Approxi-te Ownership/ Mllthod of Other by household 
head land lots atae• reahtration acquiaition obaervationa and location 

7. EIERl Noto (1) Wife Inherited father Very tiny - 54 per 0cc: .. 1onally - 0.5 
K-45 yd acroaa cant bearing, very ■ilea S. 

few youna pal•• 
Moto (2) Wife Inherited father 48 per cant beartna OccHionally - 0.5 

but .:>atly old pal-, ■ilea S. 
hiah density palu 

Taboinuku M-about 40 yd Wife Inherited fat her Rarely - about 8 
■ilea S . 

Tdkao M-30 yd acroaa Wife Inherited father Rarely - about 8 
■ilea S , 

Tabold.akh 15 yd acroH Wife Inherited father rev c:oconuta Very rarely uaed -
7 ■ilH S 

Tabakoa S-35 yd to Wife Inherited fathar UMd by wife' a Unused - oa Abatiku 
centre relatives bland 

Tabian1 S- 15 yd acrOH Wife Inherited father UMd by vife'a llnuHd - on Abat iku 
relative• bland 

Nanouea H- 40 yd fr011 SS per cent bearina Occ::aeionelly - 4. S 
centre to ocean but fev youna ailea N. 

pal• pl•ted 

8. HOTO Tabonnua 12 V.L, - over 20 Joint - father Inherited A hra• land• S6 Frequently - houae 
acre• and aother of per cent bearina, on site 

head of houM- Coc:onut 1..,rove•nt 
hold Sc::hea: but not hiah 

percantaae of youna 
pal• 

Tarawa 1 acre Joint - father Inherited Rarely - 9 ■ilea S . 
and aother of 
bead of houM-
hold 

Tabonteaba Joint - father Inherited Rarely - O.S ■ile N. 
and aother of 
head of houM-
hold 

Banaa About O.S acre Head of houH- Bouaht 1971 Very aaall Rarely 
hold for .. u canoe 

9. KAUTU Teaara L-1 chain Head of houae- Inherited Consolidated into House site 
ac::ron hold adopted father about 20 ac::r•• 

Teura L-1 chain Exc::hanpd in-
ac::ra.a herited landa 

fr011 adopted 
father to 
consolidate 

Tentabanike About 2 ac::rea 1 ■ile N. 
Tabanek.a 

10. RORIKI Tetabo 40 yd ac::roa• Head of houN- Inherited fa t her lkluaed 2 ■ilea S 
hold who waa adopted 

to Abe .. aa 

Bonota S fathoaa Head of house- Inheriud father Only 14 per cent Oc::c::Hionally -
aero•• hold who waa adopted bearin& but hi&h 1 aila s. 

to Abe .... perc::entaae youna 
palaa . Saall total 
nuaber of palaa. 
Kuc:h uncleared • 
reputedly because of 
botmdary dispute 

Bareaatana S fathoaa Head of houH- I nherited father Unuaed - 1 ■1h n. 
hold 

Binoinano 3 fathou Head of houN- Inherited father 
ac::roaa hold 

T•auanano 3 c::haina Mother o f head I nherited Soae aaltbuah. few Oc:cHionally - houae 
ac::roaa of houeehold pal• but hiah per- aiu 

cenuae bearina 
Tebakiaki 12 fathoaa Mother of head Inherited tkl uaed - 1 ■ile S. 

aero•• of hou.hold 

11 . NA.WA.IA re .. ra Inherited - Only 29 per cen t due frequently - houH 
adoption t o aajor hard pan site 

proble .. . Well 
cleared. Hi&h per-
c::entaa• of young 
pal .. 

Tabonnua Inherited - Pal .. le•• stunted •• frequently - 1. 7 
adoption hardpan deepe:r. 38 ■ilea N. 

per cent bearing. 
Good n uaber youna 
pal• 
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12. IENIHOA 

13. BAUER[ 

14. UIIAH 

15 . IAITEKE 

16. TOTI 

Twintake 

Teabani-te 

Tabonte-
.. neaba 

Bonota 

Tetabo 

Ka...,.ka 

Teklnano 

Taboaine 

Tabonte­
aaneaba 

Tabet 

Tuarabu 

Tabonte­
uneaba 

Tevintake 

Kenna 

Tuarabu 

Bang• 

Tevintake 

Tuarabu 

Kenna 

Tetabo 

K.abanaaki 

Baoy• 

Kaukaiao 

Tabet 

Bare 

Rakena 

Tabotine 

~: Fieldwork 

l chains 
aero•• 

S hthoaa 
aero•• 

J fathoaa 
acroaa 

l.S eh.ins 

2.5 c-halna 

M-1 chain 
acroaa 

) fatholu 
aero•• 

Fint vife head Inherited 
of houeehold 

Fint vUa Inherited 
haad of house-
hold 

Dead stater - Car-etaking 
fo~r wife 
of head of 
houMhold 

Dead dater - Careuktna 
for.r vi fa of 
head of 
household 

Wife of head of I nherited 
household 

Father of vlfe Inherited 
of head of 
household 

Wife' • aother Inherited 

3 fathoM ae r o•• Wlfe'• aother Inherited 

L-••veral acres Hi!ad of house- Bought when 

1-2 acres 

L-2 chain• 

Saall 

L- 2 chain• 

M- 2 chaina 

S...11 

12 bthoaa 
laaoon aide, 
6 fathc:1.9 
ocean aide 

18 fathoas 

10 fathoaa 
aero•• 

Large 

Hediu■ 

hold teacher for $80 
1960 

Distant rela- Caretaking 
tivo 

Head of houae­
hold 

Father of head Inherited 
of househo ld 

Father of head Inherited 
of houaehold 

Care taking Inherited 

Mot her of head I nhe rited 
of houaehold 

Mother of head In hertted 
of household 

Head of houae- Adoption of old 
hold voun ( received 

8 landa) 

Joint - parent• Adoption of old 
of head of vo .. n (received 
hoUMhold 8 lands) 

Joint - parents 
of head of 
household 

Joint - parent• 
of head of 
household 

Careukina 
(owner dead) 

Care taking 
(ovner dead) 

Care taking 
(owner dead) 

Adopt ion of old 
voaan (received 
8 landa) 

Adoption of old 
voaan (received 
8 landa) 

Adopt ioa of old 
voaan (received 
8 landa) 

Abbreviations: L • larac, M • ■iedh.-. S • ... 11 
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Dense pal■• but sull Frequentl y - 200 yd 
perc enta1e bearing 
(27 per cent). Big 
t o tal of pal• 

Fairly denH palu - Occaaionally - 0.25 
aoae avaapy and salt- ■ile N. 
bush. Only ll per 
cent bearing 

Rarely for copra. 
food, nut•, House 
tlite 

Unuaed - ■ile S. 

2 ■ilea S. 

Palu denae but few Occasionally 
young, recently 
planted pal■a. Well 
clean!d. 52 per cent 
bearing 

Only 29 per cent Occaaionally -
bearing - ■uch scrub 1 ■Ue N. 

Pal .. thlck - auch Frequently - house 
planting in ti• of site 
high pricea in 1960a. 
38 per cent b••rlng 

48 per cent bearing. Occasionally - 0.5 
Den•e pal• ■ile N. 

Nearby 

Denae pal- - in Fre quently - houae 
Coconut h1provement aite 
Sche• 

Well cleared but 
only 37 per ce nt 
bearing. Not very 
productive . 

Poor land - fev 
pal .. 

Occasionally - 0.5 
■ile 

lardy - 4 ■ilea S. 

Very well cleared. Frequently - 8 toddy 
59 per cent bearing treea. House •i te 
but percentage of 
yoi.rig pal .. not 
large •lthough hi,i;h 
replanttng ratio 
(100 a year) 

High perc:ent•Ke 1. 3 mile a 
young palas 

Fairly denH pal•• - Freque n tly 
high percentage 
bearing (75 per cent) 

41 per cent bearing 
palu , but low pro­
portion of yoi.ria 
palu . Ha11 been 
burnt. lad ■ -lt­
bu■h 

Under ultbush. 
Sparse palu . 

Denae scrub, 58 per 
cent pat .. bearing 
but lov total 

Many pal ■- de s tro ye d 
by fire. 45 per cent 
bearing 

Rarely - nearby 

Inf requent l y - 4 
■ilea S, 

Unuaed - 3 miles S. 

Unused - 4 ■ lle ■ s. 

Nearby 

l ■ile 

0. 75 ■ile 

'rhe ■iean and aedian are•• for land of the 53 that wre ■ieasured are given tn Olapter ) , Resources available on household land 
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Appendix 3 

Time and return involved in cutting a ton of copra 

In an attempt to estimate the return to labour from cutting copra, 

data obtained from the activity pattern schedules of the 16 households 

were extracted on gathering nuts, husking, extracting, drying and selling 

at the copra shed. Time spent in bagging and transport are included in 

these figures (see table opposite). These estimates show that at a price 

of 2c/lb, an hourly return of about 17.4c could be gained. If the copra 

price rose to a figure of 4c/lb (connnon in the 1960s) the return would be 

about 35c an hour. On an 8-hour a day basis 17.4c an hour would be worth 

$1.39. However a typical day's input into the various tasks involved in 

making copra would be about 3 hours representing a return of about 52c 

in 1972. As the mean household income data that will be discussed below 

show, the average household income earned from copra of $1.15 per week in 

1972 represents about 6.6 hours work a week spent by all household members 

at this value of 17.4c an hour, a little less than the 8.9 hours suggested 

by the activity pattern data (Table 8.1). The table shows that about 257 

man/woman hours are needed to produce 1 ton of copra which compares closely 

with Bathgate's (1973) figure of 245 hours at Verahue, Guadalcanal, in the 

Solomon Islands. 
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a Copra production, return per labour input, 1972 

b Gathering nuts (mean of 19 occasions) 

5,620 nuts gathered in 92 man/woman hours= 61.1 per hour 
At 6,000 nuts= 1 ton copra it takes 98.2 hours to gather 1 ton of 
copra equivalent. 

C Husking (mean 14 occasions) 

3,490 nuts in 43.25 man/woman hours= 80.7 nuts per hour 
At 6,000 nuts= 1 ton copra it takes 74.34 hours to husk 1 ton of 
copra equivalent. 

d Extracting (mean 19 occasions) 

3,060 nuts in 36.25 man/woman hours= 84.4 nuts per hour 
At 6,000 nuts= 1 ton copra it takes 71.1 hours to extract 1 ton of 
copra equivalent. 

e Sun drying 10 hours for 1 ton. 

Selling at copra shedf 3.5 hours for 1 ton. 

Total tasks Gathering 
Husking 
Extracting 
Drying 
Selling 
Total 

98.20 
74.34 
71.10 
10.00 

3.50 
257.14 man/woman hours to produce 1 ton 

copra 

With copra worth 2c/lb ($44.80 a ton) this gives a return of 17.4C an hour. 
With copra worth 4c/1b ($89.60) this gives a return of 34.8c an hour. 

Source: Activity pattern data, 16 households. 

aTime spent in bagging and transport are included in the categories below. 
b Although children occasionally helped with cutting, these estimates are 
based mainly on adults (predominantly male) who usually performed this 
task. 

cMainly adult males; a few adult females. 

dAdult males. 

eThis task took little time, with copra being turned by household members 
performing other household tasks nearby. 

fBased on Table 6.1 which shows a mean of $1.13 earned per sale. 
Thus it would take 39.6 sales to sell 1 ton of copra: 40 sales at 5 
minutes each. 



Appendix 4 

N Food consum2tion : number of times a food item a22ears in a house.hold •al 
-.J ( for 18 meals• 6-day week. mean of 10 weeks) 
00 

Household 4 6 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Mean 
Flour & water 0 .20 0 . 92 l.22 0.14 o. 15 l.08 l.32 2.30 0 . 51 0.22 0.51 o. 37 Flour & toddy 0 . 10 0.23 0.10 0.98 0.38 0.32 0. 72 0.40 0.25 0 . 36 0 . 34 0.73 l.34 0.51 l.00 Flour & nut 0 . 10 0 . 10 0.46 0.13 0 . 11 0 . 84 l.60 0.13 0.22 l.36 0.10 0.89 l.26 0.25 Flour I nut. sugar 0.10 0.14 l.25 0.43 l.44 2 . 30 2.04 0.10 o. 33 0 . 51 2.49 Flour, nut I toddy 0 . 10 0 . 81 0.50 l.30 l.68 0.40 0.25 0.11 0 . 23 0.52 0.56 Flour & moiben 0 . 10 0.61 0.58 0 . 10 0.14 0 . 38 0.32 0 . 10 0 .12 Flour & te bero 0.12 Flour, genainated nut 0 . 12 0.20 0 . 14 0.12 0 . 10 Flour & pandanus o. 36 0.20 0.22 0.11 Flour, pumpkin 0. 76 0.48 0.33 Flour, nut, babai 

0 .34 Flour & sugar 0.10 0.12 0.50 0.25 0.11 0.23 0.10 0.22 0 . 46 0.12 Flour & pawpaw 0.50 0.24 0.80 Bread 0.10 l.32 0. 93 0.90 2.11 l.13 l.08 0.12 0.10 0.11 0 . 62 2.90 0.80 0.37 Doughnuts 0.90 0.10 0 . 42 0.30 0.23 2 . 49 0.67 l.26 0. 75 Pancakes 0.30 0.51 0.12 0.10 0.14 0 . 13 0.11 0.12 Dumplings 0.46 0.40 1.25 
0.62 Duaplinga & nuts 0.10 0.50 0.13 

Total flour 2. 40 3. 76 5.05 5 .20 4.21 5. 78 5.40 7 .44 8.60 0.63 l.00 5 . 45 4 .66 1 . 19 5.60 6.21 4. 94 
Rice l.60 3.66 3.01 5.00 2.53 3.00 l.30 l.92 l.40 0.25 0.56 0 . 23 1.45 0 . 89 1 . 37 2.49 Rice & toddy 0.14 0.11 

0.50 Rice & nuts 0 . 12 0.50 0. 32 0.40 o. 33 0. 31 1.12 0.46 Rice, puapkin 6 toddy 0. 30 0.14 0.21 Rice, flour & toddy 0 .25 0.11 Total rice 1.60 3.66 3.13 5.80 2. 81 3.25 1. 73 l.92 1.80 0 . 25 0.89 0.23 1.97 2.12 l.83 2 .99 2 .24 
Cabin biscuits 0.90 1.83 0 . 10 1.60 1.13 o. 15 0.11 0 . 96 0.80 0.25 0.67 0.11 1.97 1.45 1.15 0 .50 Custard 0.35 
0at•al & sugar 

0.41 Total !■ported starch 4.90 9.25 9.23 12 .60 8.15 9 . 18 7 .24 10.32 11.20 l.13 2.56 5. 79 9.01 11.36 8.58 9.10 8.17 % of all aeala 27 .20 51.40 51.30 70.00 45.30 54 .30 40.20 57 .JO 62.20 6.30 14.20 32.20 50.00 63.10 47. 70 53.90 45.40 
lbbai 0. 70 0.41 0.35 0.40 0.11 1.56 1.10 0 . 51 1.67 3.39 1. 76 0.18 0.46 0.87 lbbai pudding 0.10 0.20 0.11 0.24 0.22 0.11 o. 31 0.45 0.11 0.87 Babai soup 
Total babai 0 . 10 0 . 51 0 . 35 0.60 0 . 22 1.80 0.10 0,51 1.89 J.50 2.07 1.23 0.57 1.74 l.04 Breadfruit 0 . 41 0.35 0.20 l.83 0.88 1.19 0.48 o. 33 0.11 0.11 0.36 
Coconut 11.80 9.46 12.86 8 . 80 7 .59 9.50 6.81 10. 70 5. 70 7 .95 11.50 10.86 12. 75 12. 72 12.14 7 .22 9.89 Pavpaw 

0 . 48 1.45 Te bel'O 0.10 1.73 o. 35 
0 .37 TB Nro & nut 1.00 0. 71 1.04 0.30 0.14 0.13 0.43 l. 20 0.10 0.13 0.11 TB ber-o, nut & sugar 0.10 0.28 1.00 0.22 0.10 0.23 o. 37 Te bel'O 6 moiNn 0.10 0.20 0 . 23 0.13 1.20 o. 33 Germinated nut 0.20 0.81 1.60 0.56 0.88 0.30 0.13 0 . 11 0.25 Gerainated nut 6 toddy 

0.23 P1.111pkin 0.41 0 . 20 0. 72 2.01 0.22 Puapkin & nut 0.11 0.48 0.13 0.22 0 . 22 Pandanua 1.40 0.51 l.16 0.10 1.69 0.38 0.32 0.60 l.90 0.25 0.45 0. 79 1.66 1.34 0 . 80 0. 75 Pandanua & nut 0 . 10 0.10 0. 23 0 .20 0 . 28 l.~l 0 . 24 0.80 0.11 0 . 11 0.25 



Total local starch lb,00 14.04 >7 .38 12 . 70 12. 37 12.90 10.81 17 , 90 10 . 00 9.10 16 . 84 15 . 38 17. 93 l5 . ij4 14 . 18 10.95 14 . 02 
% of all meals 88 . 90 78.00 96.60 70.60 68, 70 71.60 60 . 10 99.40 55 . 50 50.50 93 . 50 85 . 40 99.60 88 . 00 78.80 60 . 80 
Total starch 29.90 23 . 29 26.60 25. 30 20.52 22 ,18 18.05 28. 22 21.20 10 . 23 19 . 40 21.17 26 . 94 27 .20 22. 76 20.65 22 . 19 
% of all meals 116 . 10 129.40 147 . 80 140. 60 114 . 00 126 . 10 100.30 156.80 117 . 80 56 . 80 107.80 117.60 149 . 70 151.10 126 . 40 114. 70 

Tinned fish 0. 10 0.25 0.11 0.12 
Tinned soup 0 . 22 
Tinned meat 0,12 0.13 0.22 0.20 0 , 38 0 , 10 0.22 o. 34 0,12 
Total iaported protein 0,10 0.12 0.38 0 , 44 0,20 0 . 38 0 . 10 0 . 22 0.45 0,24 0.16 
% of all aeals 0,56 0,67 2 . 10 2.40 l.10 2 . 10 0,60 l.20 2.50 l.30 0 . 90 

Fish 8.10 3. 97 11.12 9 . 80 4 . 78 7 . 50 6 . 92 7 .45 6.60 4. 55 5.80 5 . 77 7 . 98 6.03 7 .90 6 . 48 6.92 
Fish soup 0 . 12 0 . 30 0 . 13 0.12 0 . 23 
Salt fish 2 . 30 l.53 l.16 l.70 0.56 2 . 88 l.84 2.88 3. 30 l.39 3 . 46 2 . 26 3.01 7 . 03 2.06 4.11 2 . 59 
Salt fish soup 0.25 
Shellfish 0 , 60 2. 54 l. 74 l.30 l.27 2 . 38 0.54 l.08 0.20 0 . 63 0.89 0.11 0.93 O.ll 0.12 
Shellfish soup 
Marine worms 0.11 
Turtle 
Octopus 0 . 11 0 . 12 0 . 10 o. 34 
Land crabs 0.40 0 . 41 0 . 23 0 . 70 0.13 0.11 0 . 12 0 . 13 0.11 0.11 

Sea c rabs 0 . 58 0.10 
Chicken 0 , 10 0. 20 0 . 38 0 . 22 0 . 36 0 , 13 0 , 22 0.12 
Chicken soup 0.10 0.25 
Pork 0 . 23 0 . 14 0.22 0.12 0 . 25 0 , 11 0.22 0.12 
Pigs blood 0 . 25 
Eggs 0.20 0 . 58 0.24 0 , 11 o. 31 
Total local protein 11 . 50 8 , 65 15 . 76 13.50 7 . 45 13.40 9 . 96 12 .49 10 . 20 7 . 08 10.48 8 . 93 12 . 23 13. 61 9.96 ll.45 ll.04 
% of all meals 63 . 90 48 . 10 87 . 60 75.00 41.40 74.40 55. 30 69.40 57. 70 39 . 30 58. 20 49 . 60 67 . 90 75 . 60 55.30 63 . 60 61.30 

Sugar & water 3. 5 l. 32 3.48 8 . 60 0 . 56 4.88 0 . 65 0.48 2 . 10 l. 79 4 . 19 0 . 83 3 . 01 l.03 4 , 61 
Milk 0 . 7 0 , 20 o. 58 0 , 50 0 , 28 0.38 0 . 22 0 . 24 0.40 0.11 0,10 0.11 
Tea/coffee & sugar 2. 22 3 . 66 l.97 2 . 30 l.13 0 . 63 l.08 2 . 52 2.60 0 . 63 l.12 0,90 l.35 3.46 4 . 35 2 .24 
Sugar & toddy 0.1 o. 35 0,50 0.12 0.20 0.23 0.11 0.69 l. 87 
Moiben & sugar l.3 0.81 0.58 0 . 14 l.00 0 . 45 0 . 45 0.31 l. 34 l.72 2 . 12 
Tea/milk & sugar 0 , 10 0 . 14 0 , 13 0.23 0.12 
Cocoa & sugar 
Total sugar drinks 7 ,80 6 . 09 6 , 96 11 . 40 2.25 6.52 l.95 3.36 6.30 0.63 3 . 47 5. 77 2.59 7 .92 8.13 10.96 5. 75 
% of all meals 43 . 30 33 . 80 38 . 70 63 . 30 12 .50 36 . 20 10.80 18 . 70 35 . 00 3.50 19.30 32.00 14.40 44.00 45 . 20 60 . 90 31.90 

Toddy 6 . 40 10.17• 9.50 3.20 9 . 56 6.50 12.54 12.62 ll.80 8,08 9 . 38 8 . 14 13.06 9 . 71 ll.80 5.85 
Sour toddy 0 . 42 0,20 0 . 10 
Tea/coffee & toddy 0 , 30 0 , 41 0 . 23 0 , 98 0.25 0 . 22 2 .64 0,20 0.63 2. 90 0.90 0.52 0.67 l.15 0 . 87 
Moiben o. 70 2.03 0.12 2. 67 l.13 o. 33 l.68 0 , 30 l.01 l.90 l.02 0 . 62 0 . 33 l.26 0.12 
Total toddy drinks 7 . 40 12.61 9.85 3. 20 13 . 63 7 .88 13. 09 16.94 12 . 50 9. 72 14. 18 10.06 14 .30 10. 71 14 , 21 6 . 84 ll.07 
% of all meals 41.10 70 . 10 54 . 70 17 .80 75 . 50 43 . 70 72. 70 94.10 69 . 40 54.00 78 . 80 55,90 79 . 40 59 . 50 78 . 90 38.00 61.50 
KamaiJmi 0 . 20 0 . 12 l.20 0.14 0 . 13 0 . 11 0 . 80 l.14 0.45 l.04 l.23 l.00 
Green coconuts l. 30 l.02 6.26 l.60 l. 27 l.88 0 . 33 o. 72 0.50 0.25 l.23 l.02 2 . 69 0 . 45 0.69 0 . 25 
Water l.80 0 . 23 0 . 56 0 . 12 0,40 0 . 25 l.13 0 . 10 0 . 11 0 . 12 
Total other local drinks 3 . 30 l.02 6,61 2 . 80 l. 97 2 . 01 0.44 0.84 l. 70 l.64 l.68 2.15 3. 83 l.68 0.80 l. 37 
% of all meals 18. 30 5, 70 36 . 70 15,60 10.90 11 . 20 2 . 40 4. 70 9.40 9 . 10 9. 30 ll , 90 21.30 9.30 4.40 7 , 60 

Total drinks 18.50 19. 72 23 . 42 17 .40 17 .85 16.41 15 . 48 21.14 20 . 50 ll.99 19. 33 17 . 98 20. 72 20 . 31 23.14 19 . 17 18.94 
1 of all meals 102 . 80 109 . 60 130.10 96 . 70 99.20 91.20 86 . 00 117 . 40 113.90 66,60 107.40 99 . 90 115.10 112 . 80 128.50 106.50 
Feast 0,46 0.30 0.10 l.20 0.40 o. 70 o. 70 o. 70 0 , 40 0 . 31 N 
No meal 0. 70 0 . 51 0.58 0 . 50 l.10 0 . 50 0 . 50 0,20 o. 30 0,20 o. 70 0.50 0 . 50 0.30 0.30 l.40 0.54 --.J 
Absent 0. 70 l.02 3.48 0. 70 5. 70 4.30 l. 70 3. 60 0 , 80 4 . 30 2 . 50 2.00 l.30 l.80 2.90 3 . 70 2 .53 '° 



Epilogue 

Three years after the completion of the fieldwor~ for this 
study, Kabiritaake Banibati returned to Abemama. His impressions 
of the island in late 1975 and early 1976 and the changes that had 
occurred since December 1972 are as follows. 

There have been many changes: for example, the establishment 
of a government sub-centre on the island, the new Abemama 
Trading Company, the increase in the number of civil servants 
and the decline in copra production. [Moreover] the small 
mronl'on have either expanded or have stopped their activities. 
As a result of all these changes, Abemama has become a second 
Tarawa, although to a lesser extent. 

The Abemama Causeway Trading Company is owned by Henry 
Schutz. It is responsible for the running of the Abemama 
Hotel and the sale of commodities such as tobacco, matches 
etc. This company offers employment opportunities to people 
on the island and thus is very good. 

Bauro Tokatake [Te Vea or High Chief], with the assist­
ance of Henry Schutz, operates his own ~onron, but not very 
successfully. Its failure is due partly to Bauro's position 
on the island and to the people's attitude to the royal 
family - especially to Bauro himself. · It is typical of the 
Abemama people to come and ask Bauro for a loan ... 

I can see that [Hang Kumkee's ~onron] is doing well. 
Hang has gone to live near the airfield and from there 
operates his new store. His father-in-law operates the other 
half of his business, his original store, at Tekatirirake. 

The Tuta ~onron has ceased to operate. 

There is little point in speculating in detail on changes on 
Abemama since 1975-76 except to note that this date probably 
represented the pinnacle in the island's fortunes. The expansion 
of economic activity partly reflected the record level of copra 
orices. which climbed from the low of 2C/lb in 1972 to the high of 
Be/lb in 1974, as well as the extension of British aid through 
government investment in the outer islands in the period leading 
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up to independence in 1979. However in 1982 at the time of re­
publication of these reports, it is likely that considerable 
regression has occurred since 1975-76. Along with most developing 
countries Kiribati has been cruelly hit by the enormous escalation 
in oil prices during the 1970s, to the extent that today a very 
large part of the country's overseas exchange is used to pay the 
cost of oil imports. It is some compensation, ironically, that 
Kiribati's relative backwardness, compared to other nations, in the 
low degree of motorization of its population and economy, has 
mitigated the effects to some degree: while fuel is essential for 
outboard motors and trucks, the bicycle is still one of the most 
important modes of transport on an atoll. The short-term boom 
induced by investment associated with the end of the colonial era 
has now also passed, and in 1982 the price of copra has again sunk 
to a very low level. Indeed economic forecasts for copra as a 
crop are so grim that its future as a source of income is now in 
doubt. Abemama will thus lose some of its comparative economic 
advantage in Kiribati as a whole through being a major copra 
producer. As economic regression deepens, the need to strengthen 
the subsistence economy becomes more imperative, while any source 
of income, however transient, assumes major importance. 

At the close of 1975 Kabiritaake Banibati also visited the 
households that were originally intensively studied. Because of 
the shortage of petrol he was forced to visit the households by 
bicycle and he succeeded in meeting the people of only 13 out of 
the 16 households (omitting HHs 4, 7 and 9). The main source of 
income or livelihood for each family is indicated in Table 15.1, 
a comparison being made with the situation in 1972. 

Kabiritaake Banibati commented on the household situation and 
income or source of livelihood for each family as follows (Letter 
to R.F. Watters, 29 Jan. 1976). 

Baikia (HH 1) - I did not meet this man as he was away from 
the island. He went to stay with his son who works on 
Tarawa. Only his younger son stays in the house with his 
wife. 

Baketi (HH 2) - The fact that he is now working for the 
cooperative society means that the family now pays little 
attention to copra cutting. He receives $26 a month as 
wages and this is quite enough for their living. 

Tirouea (HH 3) - His main income is copra, but he sometimes 
sells local materials to the Island Council. He said that 
the scarcity of copra is compensated for by the high copra 
price. 

Roua (HH 5) - There is no change to this family's way of 
life apart from the few dollars they receive from the Island 
Council. Although the job of road maintenance and the sale 
of local materials to the Council are not permanent, they 
bring in some cash to supplement copra. 



Table 15.1 
Income and livelihood of households, 1972-75 

No. resident No . resident Hain sources Hain sources members in members i n of income/ of income/ Degree of I household household livelihood livelihood change Household 1972 Dec. 1975 1972 Dec . 1975 1972-75 
1: Baikia 6 2 Fishing , .sales, Staying with son Substantial change copra, remi ttances, in Tarawa 

gifts 
2. Baketi 4 11 Gifts , copra, Work (or cooperative , Substantial change handicrafts $26 per month 
3. T.irouea 6 8 Fishi ng, gifts, Copra, sale of Little change wages as· village materials to 

policeman Island Council 
5. Roua 3 4 Sales, temporary wage Temporary wage work, Little change work sale of materials 

to Island Council 
6. Tabike 4 4 Sales, copra Copra, temporary wage Little change 

work 
8. Mote 4 8 Copra, sales Copra , wage work Li ttle change 

10. Roriki 3 5 Gifts Copra Substantial change 
11 . Nawaia 12 8 Wage work , copra , Work on Nauru, Some change fishing, sales wage work 
12 . Ienimoa 9 11 Copra Fishing , copra Litt le change 
13. Baueri 5 6 Coconut Subsidy, sale A little copra, Substantial change of dried . fish on shellfish sold 

Nauru 
14. Uriam 6 12 Remittances , Coconut Remittances from Little change 

Subsidy children 
15. Baiteke 9 1 Gifts, fishing, Gone to Tarawa to Substantial change 

Coconut Subsidy, seek employment 
wage work 

16. Toti 5 6 Remittances, Coconut Sales, copra Substantial change Subsidy , sales 
N 
OD 
c..> 
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Tabike (HH 6) - This family, like Roua's, depends on copra. 
The money from the Island Council is not permanent. 
Mote (HH 8) - [This household is still a major copra producer 
but now its income is supplemented] by the wages of Baretoka, 
who is employed permanently as an agricultural labourer. 
This is the same Baretoka who used to live with Kautu (HH 9) 
[and provided most of the labour for the latter's impressive 
copra production]. Baretoka has gone to stay with Mote. 
Why? I did not ask questions for fear of offending him. 1 
Mote mentioned that this persistent drought has resulted in 
most of his fruit trees dying. 

Roriki's family (HH 10) - [After Roriki's death] his 
remarried and is living with her husband in Tebanga. 
daughter and husband and Roriki's mother are staying 
house. The family's main source of income is copra. 

wife has 
Roriki's 

in the 

Nawaia (HH 11) - [Nawaia] has gone to work in Nauru. He sends 
back $70 every second month. In addition to this, Keang, the 
daughter, who works for the cooperative society as a clerk, 
receives $30 per month as salary. The family do not cut 
copra and are living on the store's premises. 

Ienimoa (HH 12) - According to this man, he now depends on 
fish for his livelihood. The scarcity of nuts discourages 
him from cutting copra but it does not mean that he completely 
neglects copra. 

Baueri (HH 13) - There is no main source of income for this 
family. Their money comes from copra and from selling shell­
fish te bun. 
Uriam (HH 14) - He has become an old man and his wife is 
elderly too. In his house there are now 12 people. He said 
that he intended to sell all his lands on the island of 
Nonouti in exchange for lands on Abemama because he is not 
going to return to Nonouti. His children support this 
proposal. 

Baiteke (HH 15) - He is now working on Tarawa for the entre­
preneur Henry Schutz. He took all his family with him; his 
brother is now living in the house. 

Toti (HH 16) - They sell doughnuts made by his wife and 
daughters, to people around Kauma where the SDA school is 
located. This is their main source of income. However I 
think he will get more coconuts if he stays in Tabanga, as 
his lands are near that village. 

1It is possible that Baretoka learnt that Kautu had no intention 
(as he confided to me in 1972) of leaving all or even part of his 
extensive lands to him (aba ni kuakua, a land of kindness) even 
although he had no children of his own. See Chapter 10, Kautu. 
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In considering these comments and the information in Table 
15.1 it is clear that in 1975-76 change and flexibility continue 
to characterize the lives of Abemamans to a pronounced degree. 
Six households out of 13 had altered drastically in size or 
composition and the movement of several people away from their 
village or island to new places of employment showed their 
readiness to respond to new opportunities. Although 6 households 
out of 13 had experienced only small or moderate changes in their 
pattern of income or method of gaining their livelihood, the 
remaining 7 had undergone considerable changes. In general the 
pattern reaffirms the response of Abemamans to the situation as 
they perceive it, and unless they gain permanent employment their 
continued dependence in the main on two, three or sometimes more 
sources of income indicates a strategy of both capitalizing on a 
considerable number of ways of earning money, and at the same time 
'hedging their bets'. Thus they minimize the risks involved and 
reduce the effect of uncertainties. 

The fate of one of the household heads in 1975 reminds us of 
the ever-present dangers and precariousness of life on an outer 
island in the Gilberts: Roriki (HH 10) of the withered leg had been 
blown offshore while fishing from his canoe and was lost at sea. 





Primary sources 

Primary sources used for this report are listed below. Other 
references will be found in the composite bibliography for the series 
in Volume 1, 'Islands on the Line'. 

Western Pacific Archives Records, Suva and departmental files held in 
Tarawa 

Abemama Post Office - General Correspondence Files 

Items 2 and 4 (unnumbered files) 

Secretariat - General Correspondence Files 1947-60 

1/12A Annual Report 1947, Cooperative Societies' Department 
2/5/7 Reports and Returns . Travelling Diary. Abemama 1969-
3/1; 3/1/lA; 3/1/12 Cooperative Societies' Department Reports; 

3/1/12A (8 Vols 1948-60) 
3/1/16 Works Department 1949-56 
3/1/17 Labour Corps 1944-46 
3/1/18 Social Welfare 1949-55 
3/8 Vol. 1 Reports and Returns. Economic Control and Trade 

Statistics General 1947-56 
3/14/4-1 Reports and Returns, Diaries. Gilbert Islands 1943-52 
3/16/20 Vols 1, 2 Reports and Returns, Travelling Diaries, 

Abemama Island. GEIC Gilbert Islands District 1907-1969 
6/1 Copra Production General 
10/3/52-1 Colonial and District Administration. History and 

Customs. Adoption 1944-55 
10/3/3 District Administration; 10/3/5 
10/16/2 Colony and District Administration Town Councils. 

Urbanization - Problems of 
12/2/1 District Officer, Gilbert Islands District, 13 Dec. 1946 
15/1/8, 15/1/9 Labour, Organization, Availability and Survey of 

Labour 1943-58 
15/8/11 Labour - Employment by Cooperatives. Abemama Island 

1944-56 
18/1 Vol. 1 Copra Production 1944-56 

Vol. 2 Copra Production 1956-57; 18/1/A 
30/2/2 Financial and Economic Development 
79/4/2 Reparations and War Compensation and Reciprocal Aid. 

Abemama Island. 1945-48 
159/1/5 Memo of Member for Natural Resources 'Production and 

Marketing of Local Produce from Rural Areas on the South Tarawa 
Market', 28 Dec. 1972 
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Lands Files 

22/4/9 Lands, Non-Native Leases and Land Ownership 
22/8 Lands. Native Tenure and Customs. General; 22/9/28 
22/12 (Vol. 2) Lands: Land Usage and Development. General. 

22/6/2 
22/7/7 (Lands) Lands Code, Abemama 
167/4/5 S/14 Lands and Surveys, Survey, Surveys on Land Tenure 

Problems; 14/1/8 
48/12/1 Lands Unclassified. Improvement of Land Utilisation and 

Tenure. 



Development Studies Centre Publications 

Monographs 

No 1 Labour and the LaJ,J in Papua New Guinea, D.W. Smith, 1975. 
128 + vii pp. A$4.00. ISBN O 909150 00 1 

No 2 The Role of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force, Paul Mench, 
1976. 232 + xii pp. A$6.00 . ISBN O 9090150 08 7 

No 3 Education, Employment and Migration in Papua New Guinea, J.D. 
Conroy, 1976, 248 + xii pp. A$6.00. ISBN O 909150 20 6 

No 4 Chinu:Ju Issues in Development, Diana Howlett, R. Hide, and 
Elspeth Young with J. Arba, H. Bi and B. Kaman, 1976 . 384 + 
xliv pp. ISBN O 909150 14 1 

No 5 F'rofessional Structure in South East Asia, T.E. Silcock, ed., 
1977. 306 + xi pp. A$6.00. ISBN O 909150 28 1 

No 6 Education and Nation-building in Plural Societies: the West 
Malaysia experience, Chai Hon-Chan, 1977. 116 + ix. A$6.00. 
ISBN O 909150 32 X 

No 7 Bougainville in Transition, T.K. Moulik, 1977. 200 + xii pp. 
S$6.00. ISBN O 909150 26 5 

No 8 Man and Environment in Eastern Timor, Joachim Metzner, 1977. 
380 + xxi pp. A$6.00. ISBN O 909150 46 X 

No 9 Micro-macro Links in Planning, P.B. Krishnaswamy, 1977. 116 + 
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