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COST CF FCC3 AF’D CRCCiSHlilS, ;jiRCf,

The results of the investigations '.ado under tho direction of the 
inister for 'done Affairs by tho Acting Corimonwealth Statistician (Irofessor

1. F. Giblin) as to the price of food and groceries ('-■ 
lade available for the month of liAilCH, 1951.

cor.l.iodities) have been

CHANGE C? BASE FiSRlOD*------- -------------- Special attention is directed to the base period 
to which the index numbers in the attached tables tire computed. In tabulations
•f retail prices of food and groceries prior to and including Jecembsr, 1929, 
the base (1000) to which tho index numbers were computed was the weighted average 
aggregate cost in the year, 1911, for the Six Capital Cities,of the coiaaoditio.
included in the investigations. The desirability of crmputing retail prite
indaxea on a post-war period bass was considered by a Confaronoe »f Statisticians 
and it was resolved that the psrind of five years, 1925-27, ho adopted as base 
for retail price indexes as from January, 1950.

It is intended, however, to continue the computation of the retail 
price index numbers (food, groceries and rent of all houses) nse'd by the Common­
wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration in the determination and adjustment 
of rates of wage on the original baoe, viz:- yu ir, 1911 = 1000, and to publish 
those figures in tho Quarterly Surr-ary of Australian Stati.stics.

Compared '/ith the -frovious .nonth, February, ig'l, a docroaso in cost 
ol l.'if, wf-s recorded in the case oi thu 50 principal to-vt.s regardud as a whole,
and u siiilar docruuao in the weii'-itad uvarart for the Six
the Co;i aonwealth.

Cajital Citiee of
the Trevioue lonth - ’'iotori."

In iivo States duoruasas 'tore recorded 'vheti oo;i¡ored with

fall, then T"SiV.nia, 1 
South Australia, 0.4^.

'vit''. a duoreasfc o; 1,
IIo'-' South Joies, l.lf.;

showing the treotest
s'-eenslsr.d, 1. and

sho'YCd .‘.-.n incrust oí over thu
in the State oi '.'estern Australia, the cost in larch

rdvioue nrnth.

Conp."re^ -'/ith the oorrnsponding ificr.th
recorded in all of the St'-tes, South nustralia with a 

greatest, followed by .Vusturn Australie, 1 '.S/i;
;:ch with a doorcase of 1'3.O^j '/icteria, 12.7^;

•i lost year.
th-

du ore- Su

-.f

docrosses wore 
of 16.5)1 rugistered

•' South .(■ les and Tearaania,
end Queensland, S.t/í. Ths

weightod average index number for the "0 Towns coneiderod cs £i whole was 854 in 
iic.roh, 19:’l, compo.rsd with 930 in Ilirfih, 1920, a deore.ase of 12.9^^.

In tho following tablo, p'.rtioulii.rs are given in the form of index 
numbers, of th., price levols of food nd groceries in Ucrch, I'Jll, compared with
July, 191-':, tho bo.su period, 192"-1927, i'-.reh, 15'10 and February, 1151. In
the last column, the percontape inore-.iso in i.ioroh, IO"!, ooupored v/ith July, 101Ù,
i 3 shp'.’in. The base, 1000, to v/hioh tho index numbers are computed, is the woighted
pvi-rc;?e aggregato cost in the five-ye-arly bas^ period, 19’''"-1927, 
Capital Cities of tho cormoditioo inoluded in the irvesti.e-tions.

in the Six

The incrc''3(j in thu cost since «Tuly, 131:, t/ae cro'*tost in Nov; South
/ales, ne.V/.; followed

T' sm.".n'ra, 26.8<;
■' inoreaa.

in tho order named, by Qi;eon31;-nd, "3.7>;
South Austr lia, 19.7/4; "nd ./est-.rn Ai.str-.li-

'/iotoria, 52.7jii
The

in thu 10 Towns connidcrud no n whojt aincM July, ni., wrg ?1.2^, whilu
for the Six C >>it-1 Cities, tho ii-.o.-e-se for the s- .o v.eriod ’-v: s 51.6/».
'■.otup.l coat of thu regimen of food
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id c.rooeries for the month eff lir.roh, 1971,

w-is highest i”. /estern Australir, ".nd lov/sst ii; ■/usensi-ar.d. -......- ---- ....
individir 1 tc'/ns, th-, cost was rY. test in ..roken Hill, and lowest in t.ount Cambiar.
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Corap'irei wif^ the previous month, pricos of flour, potatoes, onions.
or.tracnl and ¡.lent showed a dov/nw.-’.rd tendency, while butter, cheese, and eggs were
higher in prioe in most of the towns. In Queensland, the price of flour increased
but in the other States this oo:.nodity was sold at Iswer prices.- .____ Bread prices
in the Capita.1 Cities showed little variation from those of the previous month.
but in a. number of country tovo-.s, espocially in South Australia, 
and Tasmania, lo'.ver prices wore in oper-.tion.

/cstorn Australia

bread, flour, potatoes, onions, mill., oprs, and all cuts of meat.
ret'iiled r.t reduced prices in Sydsuy, ’rhile r'',isin3, butt>-r, cheose, and ham.

wore
hl her in price. In . elbourne, bread, /lour, jam, oatmeal, potatoes, onions.

'vera
bacon, h'”!, beef, mutton, and pork, shoved reductions, a'hile increases
recorded in the prices of tea, butter. and egas.

"'ore
.ion, o-tuiGf'.l, potr.toos, onions.

eiil’. , ha.j, beef and mutten were lover in price ir. '¿risbane, while on the other
hand, flour, tea, butter, cheeSv, and egrs.
In Adelaide 
bread, j ,

wore higher in price in ths.t city.
flour, oatmeal, potatoes, bacon, and pork, a'ore lower in prioe, while

kerosene
o tae-’l, soap, beef,

buti„r, egf's, ■nd cheeso shoiaed inert'SeS. flour, jam.
■ nl '.autton, showed r.duoed prices in Perth,, while potatoes.

-j

1 i

■t

I

butter, oags, ha?’ and or'h^jTC hither in price.
onions, eggs, .autton. v/ere lover in price.poi-
or the other hand, shrwed increased prices in th-''! city.

it

In Hobart, bread, J'-m, potatoes, 
Sutter, cheese, and ra.isins.

t



RETAIL I aim iLsaxjs.

5as..d upon cost of Food and Croccrios only.
KAlCn, 1931.

Hot".il Frico index /uribcrs for co.ch of tho 30
'/ci?htti Avora;

i rincipal To'gns i.- Auatrr.li ''
itî. cost, in the Six C-.pital Citics di 

r’^rioi, = lOOS^
for thé yerioi spccifiad.

nJ.Í _ _ during the fivc-yoarljr
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F * AtV<>r. - .Zest Australia
I L5 To’.vnsj  ., 
Rub .rt .. 
k. -.cestón ,.
wrnie .. 
); von; ort 
I " -rstovm

À^âT" ~ Tascanii
■•.íiyü.£> ■ Australia
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L • JkVi,/. - Australia 
L ' -Æ-i. líala)

b<nuvillo (a)

t

Fcrccntr.gc 1
Increase 
fror-i .rei”, 
1916-, to
M-rch, IS’’!, i'

562 
021
'61
613

;2

619
617
619
509
608

618
591
532
666
696
605

605
699
638
722

i 595
I 769
r 
I 0'1

14?
I 931

i 793
i 808
I ; 790 
1 678 
' U'.O
I

i 735
I 521r

.. ] 651
r

__ j 645

.. ] (b)

1012
1015
1155 
10'13

974

1019
1012 
1233
1015

9 96

397
903

1052
374
831

837
890

1065
871
37 5 I 

4-

3'7.5 
39.6 
27. S 
31.8 
■12.1

1

1015
9*^3
3j9
993
967
967

973
960
934
933

1074
951

965
1025
1032
1060

919
1054

1026
106 2
1179
1106
109'6
1112

1060
1027
161:
1040
1035
1127
1027

1003 
(b.-iso) 
1000 
” (fc)~

1091

1O2:.
936 
9'35 
987
921 
957

939
873
863
95.-

1025 
90?

Ó36
990 

1085 
1067

965 
10=0

997
101.
1159
1012
1117
1101

1039
111
■916

1023
962

1035
979

980

976
1116
1066

incluiwd in .Voightoi Aver^tgos.
0

301
835
355
853
803
869

835
806
81..
877
920
119

817
829 
931
916
781 
916

837
67 9 

1013
916 
920
933

396
366 
15 
85-, 
876
979
067

856

359
992
907

I

4

I
1

T

391
819 
338 
a S', 
794 
^3

820
796 
302 
876
925 
825

909
329
911
381
772
906

834
88 2

1020
337
926
941

393
350
337
860
860
971
852

369
993
960

(V) *7ot r.vailabla.

Co~rioirvcr.Ith Burtuu of Ccnaug and Statistics
CA:?.Eaaa, F. C.T. 26th ATHIL, 1931,
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36.7

35.8
38.C
30.-i
35.6

32.7
36.7
37.8
35.5
32.9
36.6
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18.6 
32. ' 
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29.7 
21.0

19.7
17.3
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17.3

13.1
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