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E.XIM ANATOKV NOTES

Inlrdduvlioi) Prices
lable 1 of this publication contains index numbers 

lor the Price hides of .Metallic .Materials l’sed in the 
Mainilactiireof Puhm atei! Metal Products. I his index is 
described in paragraph .1 below and a detailed description 
IS contained in Luhour Ke/niri .17, ¡472.

Items and weights

2. All the iinlexcs included in this publication are fixed 
weights indexes

5. Most of ilieprices used in these,inde.xes relate to the 
mitl-point of the month. Prices are those charged to the 
manufacturers of fabricated metal productsand electrical 
equipment by major manufacturers or distributors for 
materials delivered into store. Price series relate to good.s 
ol lixed specifications with the aim of incorporating in 
the index price changes for representative materials of 
constant quality.

Interpretation of the indexes
6.

1, The items included in the Price Indexes of Metallic 
Materials L’sed tn the Manalactureof I'ahricaied Metal 
l‘riiiliicis are important metallic materials w hose prices 
are cor.ibined in accordance with a weighting pattern 
representing the value of usage as reported in the 1968-69 • 
I'ensuv of Manufacturing Tstablishments. for establish­
ments classil ice) to the Tabricated Metal Products Sub­
division ol Manufacturing Industry (Australian Standard 
Industrial Classification Subdivision .11).

Because the'All groups'inde.x included in T'able I is
significantly alfected by rapidly changing prices for 
silver, a special grouping 'All groups excluding silver’ is 
included in orderto indicate more accurately the general 
trend in prices for metallic materials.

7. I he copper materials index for Industrial eleeirie

4 lite AppeniJi.x to the .lune 19X4 issue of this
publication described the items and wcight.s used to 
compile the three Price Indexes tij Cupper .Materials 
I 'ml in the Mattu/deture of Plectrieal Equipntent pre­
sented in Table 2 of this publication: Industrial electric 
niiiliir.'i: Pistrihuttatt triin.'.lDriners: anti Power frans- 
liirmers. I he items were selected and allocated weight.s in 
accordance with the estimated average value.s of copper

tiiiiior.s in Table 2 i.s intended to measure price movements 
of copper materials used inelectric motors for industrial 
applications only. As a result, this index will not neces­
sarily reflect the price movements of copper material.s 
used in the manufacture of other smaller type.s of electric 
motors, such as those used as components in while goods 
or other domestic appliances.

8. Changes in index numbers for individual month.s

niaterials used in the manufacture of each type of

should not be interpreted in isolation and without 
reference to changes over longer periods, because short 
term movements may rellect irregular fluctuations in 
metal prices.

equipment in the year 1982-8.1. revalued to the relevant 
prices applying in the reference base year IV83-84. The 
estimated value.s were derived from data reported by a 
sample ol manulacturers for representative types of 
equipment in each category. The weights attributed to 
each item in each inde.x rellect the average usage by 
industry in 1982-83 and, as such, do not necessarily 
rellect the reltitive values of materials used by particular 
manufacturers.

9. Inde.x numbers for financial years are simple aver­
ages of the relevant monthly index numbers.

10. Index numbers for the most recent month are
preliminary and subject to revision. However, it may be 
necessary from time to time to revise index numbers for 
earlier periods if incorrect pricc.s for those periods are 
detected or if the sample of price.s used to compile the 
indexes is found to be defective.



Kclaled publications
I I 1 sets nia\ also wish to relet to the following price 
index piibhcations which are available on request:

I'riie hiile\e\ al Ariicles Pradneed h\- Maniilaclurinit 
Indiislrv, Ansiralia (6412.0) issued ninnihlv

12. Current publical ions priiiluceil by the ABS are
listed in the Oaliiltifttie nJ Piihliealiiins. Australia i I 101.0). 
I he AB.S also issues, on I tiesdays and t ridays, a 
I’uhliealions Advice (I 105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the ne.xl few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Pnce hides ot Materials I’sed tn Manufacturing Industry. 
. tuMrului {6411.0) issued inanthlv

Symbols and other usages
P preliminary

Pru e hiih \ nf \laicrial\ l \ecl in Huihlini' Ollier ihan 
lltiuse liiiililinf;, Six State ( apital Cities and Darwin

n.ii.
ml or rounded to zero 
not available

l igure or series subject to revision

(64070) hwiieil iiuinihli

Price Index a! Materials I sed in House Httildin^, Six 
Stale i dinltil ( Hies (64(JX.i)) issued niontlilv

K. J CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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(Bast* of each index : Year 1968-69 IIMI.O)

Ì

iuluf

198 1-82 
1982-8 3
1983 84

370.2
407 7
437.9

Aluininiuin

S 9''(

291.2 
.312.2 
360 4

( lipper 
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I Ki
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iixKO< ;

All groups 
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silver

210.0
2.31 I
239 9

.373 8
4(81 .3
483 1

406.3
624.6
607.4

354.7
392.8
422 9

353.7
388.7
419.6

I982-8J
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lutie

419 9
422.6

’17 7
T30 0

257 6
256.4

421.5
42.3 0

816.4
754.7

408,.3
410.5

401.2
404.5

IV8J-84 
July 
August 
September 
October 
Nucember 
Decern her

423 .3
430 4
4.32.7
435 6
435.8
438.1

334.3 
335.3
348.,3 
.360.5 
.362..3 
361.0

256.8
255.4
248.2
235.7
229 8
233.4

4.35.9
443.1
453.2
455,3
468.3
476.8

■’66.4
765.5
754.9
612.-3
534..3
573.2

41 i.8 
417.7 
420.3 
420.6 
419.4 
422.1

405.6
411 7
414.4
417.3
417.3
419.4

.lit iwary 
Tehruary 
M a rch

.May

4.39.9
439.9 
441 4
446.1
446.0 

r446 0

.362 2 
362.7 
374.5 
3 74..5 
374,8 
374.9

234.2

232.8
242.0
239.6
238.9

488.8
495.0
498.8
514 3
530.3
537.4

508.1
541.5
566.9
559.5
551.9
554.6

422.7
423.2
426.0
430.4
430.1 

r430.2

421.1
421.1
423.5
428.1
428.0

r428.O

¡984-85
•July p 449.0 375.0 238.1 537.4 502.5 431.7 430.5

Percentage ehunge hem een- 
.luly 1983 and .luly 1984 *6.1 -34.4 +4.8 +6.1

lune 1984 and Jul> 1984 +0 7 -().,3 -9.4 +0..3 +0.6

t/rji/ .Ui'(7

(a» ( <inipiisiiii)n and ueighiing paitcrn as al rd ere nee base sear, sec paragraph nf Ixplanaiorv notes

TABLE 2. PRICE INDEXES OE COPPER MATERIALS ISEI) 
MANI LAC Tl RE OE E LEX TRK AL EQLIPMENT 

INDEX Nl MBEKS(a)
(Base of each index: Year 1983-84 = 100.0)

IN THE

( 'upper Hiaierials used in ihe inanufaciure of

Industrial

nioiurs
liisiribuimn 
iransformers transformers

1981-82
1982-83
1983-84 l(X) ()

88.,3
98 0

100.0

87.1
97.0

100.0

1982-85 
May n.a.

n.a.
108.4
107.4

!08.,3
107.4

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

107.1
106.1
104.3
98.4
94.9
98.2

107.7
106.7
104.5
98.7
95.1
97.3

107.4
106.4
103.7
97.8
94.3
97.7

.lunuary 
Icbruary 
March 
April 
May 
,lunc

98.2
96.6
97.1 

l(X).6
98.9
99.6

97.3
96.2
97.2

100.5
99.3
99 5

97.3
95.9
96.6

101.8
100.4
100.6

1984-85 
.luly p 99 I 99.0 100.4

(a) Index numbers lor all senes Irom July 198,3 onward are based on revised weights (sec 
paragraph 4 of the Explanatory notes). Index numbers prior to July 198,3 arc based on the presiou,s 
weights and areas published in the August 1983 issue except that they have been converted from 
rclcrcnce base 1968-69 - l(X).Oto reterence base 1983-84l(M).0(see paragraph 8 of the Appendix) 
of the June 1984 publication).
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