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Interlude 

Sung by the choir wh i le the scene changes. 

sorrow fil ling the heart l ike darkness, 

The words of the prophets blowing t o a shes in the wind, 

Caught .in the web of cruel cities, where the day is blackness, 

Women ravished, young men hanged, t he old beaten, dishono ured, 

Is this what you see, Lord, is this what you can bear to see? 

Act II S'cene, J. A street in Prague outside t he court house. 
, -

Rabbi Loew and the Jews on one side, the Christians on t he other. 
- - - -- . -

Mordecai Meisel, in prison clothes, led on by bailiffs. 

CHRISTIANS: 

RABET: 

MEISEL: 

The ;Jew Banker! 
-../ 

Our King is in his power! 
'----" 

Usurer! , : . 
,',' 

, , ' .. 

You drinker of \ 

you have your faithful 

Courage, my friend. Q9d will deliver you. 

Where is the King? Is there no help from him? 
',-", 

I have asked the to intercede. Surely 

is a word, a sign? 

He is absent from the town. You must put your trust 

I 
'J 

1'/ 

. :: ....... ".-:' ;'. 
.... 
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CHRISTIANS: Our King will not help a money-lender. 

THADDEUS: 

Down with the heathen, the infidels, the traitors. 

The day of reckoning is come. 

CHRISTIANS: We will teach the Jews - how to reckon. 

JEWS: 

THADDEUS: 

Meisel is not guilty. Set him free. 

You call for your merchant. Once you called for 

Barabbas. Weep for yourselves and for your 

chtJ}-rfn . 

Bailiffs are stopping fights. Thaddeus leads the Christians 
4 '._ • • 

into the doorway of the Court, reviling Meisel. 

The Golem arrives with FTorea! 

R.A13BT: There has been no~oodshed. S~~is a~ve, ~~?~ 

is her~~J Meisel f s s~~?ant is ~~~e; -~ ve and 

unharmed. 

The Golem delivers Florea to the Rabbi. Two bailiffs take her 

into the court. Meisel faints and is carried in. The Rabbi 

fol l ows, the doors are shut. The Jews weep and embrace each 
-

other and begin to sing and dance. The Golem stands between Isaac 

and. Jacob. l 
~re 

I JE\A!S: Our help is f. ~n the name of the Lord, who made Heaven 

JACOB: 

and earth. 

The (hristia{dogs 

t heir teeth. When 

are hungry. They bark and sharpen 

they come again our people will ~ 

scuttle away like rats. They will whimper and squeak 

in corners. 



, 

q 
] - I 

... :: .. ;y ..•..... <:;. 
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The Jews sing softly in a trance-like state. 

JEWS: 

JACOB': 

ISAAC: 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

Our cl1~~~en will die young, ~~. y~n vrill not 

grow old. 

The Lord is on my side. I will not fear. 

Jacob begins to draw people out of the dance. 

JACOB': The Lord is a man of war! Let your courage stir in 
' ..... -.~~-------

your body, in your thighs, your back, your belly, 

your chest. Breathe in strength, fear nothing, do 
'--.,..../ '--' 

not cling to /~~ 12]e. 

Take history into your hands, put off~ your garment~ 

of humiliation. 

Some of the Jews begin ' tearing off their yellow badges. 

JACOB: We ' will number them to the sword! 

Their sons and their daughters shall fall by the sword! 
'--J 

JEWS: The Lord is a man of./ war! 

The sword of the Lord is filled with blood! 
, .,.. ~. ',-/' 

Soldiers enter and beat the Jews. The Golem protects the Jews 

and drives t he soldiers off. 

The choir sings NETZACH -- Victory, Endurance. 

I 
.. 
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Rachel-is sitting by a window, singing to the tune she first sang 

RACHEL: 

GOLEM: 

GOLEM: 

RACHEL: 

GOLEM: 

RACHEL: 

GOLEM~ 

RABBI: 

, Great Solomon went walking 
i , 
; 

and all the singers of Israel came 

\ wi th cymbal s harps and psalteries 

to sound the glory of his name. 

heard t he storks on the rooftops sing; 

We are wiser far than you, great King. 

( At t he "vin d O\{ ) 

Why were the storks wiser than Kl~l/omon? 

Because they taught wisdom to their young. 

So, Joseph, you have found Meisel's servant. 
'---~ ',- -,,' ' 

I hear that she will not spe~ to you. 
------

I have learned wisdom, l ike the young storks. I want 

nothing of t hat gypsy whore. 

You are chan ged. ," yOU are gentler and stronger.~ll 
~about your jourr ey • 

Not no:, not here _/ I saw what I had never seen, the 

sun r i sing over t~e pure threshold of e~,h. In the 
I 
I 

sol t tude of the fiorest ,'creatures spoke to me. I drank 
I L_ --_ \-"", 

the wine set for / Elijah_ 
\ ~ ! ' 

(~ell me y~r st~ 
NQ~ now, not here. (He disappears. Rabbi enters.) 

To whom were you talking? 



I 
/ 
J 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
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RACHEL: 

RABBI: 

-... :-.............. ;. 
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To your ~t Jos~. Tell me, f~.er, where did 

you find him? He lmows the law as well as any 

student. He remembers everything. 

than any man I ha.ve ever known. -., --- - . _._-----. --

He is ®onger 

What is he to you? He is the Sexton of the Synagogue 

and a faithful se~t. What , else sh~uld concern you? 
- .. - - -. - . - - .. ...- . ... -

Perele enters. She sigris to Rachel to leave. The Golem is 
-

_- --singing Great Solomon outside. 

PERELE: 

RABBT: 

PERELE: 

LJoseph is singing in the courtyard. He is not the same 

as the dumb ~I;vant you _ brought \ .. home. Why do you need 

him now? Send him away, he can earn his living. 

He owns nothing. ~ came with ~thing. T must provide 

for him • Evil times are coming, and we will need him. 

I am afraid of him, ~dah, he is breaking us apart. 

Sometimes I t hink he is a demon. Remember that demons 
\.....-----

can eat and drink, de~s can procreate and die. 

Mordecai Meisel enters. 

RABBi: 

MEISEL: 

RABBI: 

I \,f 0 
Mordecai, my friend, I rejoice to see you ,,,alking in 

freedom • . 
143 

Once again, :J.udah, I have to ~:thank you. I have come, 

too, on another errand. Your daughter is as dear to me 

as my mffi flesh. Allow me to provide her dowry. 

Dear friend, we have not yet chosen her a husband. 

Mordecai and Perele exchange lmowing looks. 
I 0 q 



! 

:-.:-......... . 

PERELE: 

RABBI; 

MEISEL: 

RABBI: 

. .. :: ••• ;1 •••••••• <::. 

Draft III 

There is an excellent ~,sband under your nose. 

A young man of ambition, your student, Jacob., 
'--./ 

Jacob! Indeed he is an excellent scholar, but a 
\. 

poor man. HOvT will he lE,rovide? 

It will be arranged. I am not Dch for I" nothing. 
\ ••• r" 

p.29 

Let me change my money into : righ~eousness. l It is 
v ~-' L-

writt~ if your brother be poor, and his hand fail, 

then you shall uphold him. 

A cup of~ine to ,seal the future! 

Perele brings wine. They drink. The Golem is singing outside. 
" 

/ / / 

r // r / .'/ I 

Jv {Ii -fJ ...,.p' ,r. , f ' (, { 

() /' '\ 1 (i -';" -c;(~ \ k.~ 
t C-,N ""\ W Q \ 
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ACT II S'cene 5' A dark obscure place in the tmm. _. The two 
... // -- . 

their smokin . brazier. ·j~:~::bhe'l ' ·/~/ nroach-es, sorcere s stand b 
}}.;:J/)'. ~. ' 

• I t ···l.i ·"'/·· i' , ..... . / ./ J,. I, ri' 

"ve Ted:: 
,~ v!4 

N~ht":Phantom _ wi th no hussand 

Nt~~t-fiend with no wife, 

1st SORCERER: 

l1 

r,r-
,.1 

of the w~~ind, 
IJ'l-- 32.-

you, me-her of ~~_~ils, 

Choir of ghosts, ft;nd~ 
32-- (-

Dark intelligences', and 
\\..,../ i 

; 

We bind you by our spells. .., 
If 

RACHEL: 
z.-.fo 

Can you tell the future?- Can you see what is to come? i 
~~--~ .. '~- -.. -~- ., . ---.... -... - b...-/ 

2nd SORCERER: (Holds up a wand) 

What do you see? 

RACHEL: 
(~ /;;;.') 

A wand of black ebony, with characters-: of ~old:-

1-s t SORCERER: By the Key of r Solomon the prea~King, we unlock 

'---..-- '--------
t. 
\'; 

IV 
the mystVes. 

<Eaes swings a censer in _ ~ro_~~ __ Of Rachel, who seems to be hypnotized 

\1 she swavs. ( Ra-chel' s vi~-iOn~ is shown in dream-like slowness 

II~!'~:' on film. '/I-=~-- .. _- ---- .' . 
1\"'-"1 j • 

J J RACHEL'S VISION; 

,l! Children come to them and leap up in their arms. 
~ \ 11' 

,\1 glows in the Sk~\. 
I'" , --

\~he choir sings HESE~ Love. 

She and the Golem are in a field of flowers. 

I 

.~ 

The Star of David 

The children dance, she and the Golem embrace. 

The SORCERERS steal away. The Golem appears and puts his 

arms on Rachel's shoulders. 

RACHEL: How did you find me? 

r •••• -". ..~. • " 

! 
I 

- i 

, 
I 
I . 

j 

! 
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GOLEM: I co uld f~in the clefts of the r~, i~e 

. ~ecret places of the~arth. Ynu have ravished my 
'1J 

heart, my sister, my s pouse, ~u i~ 

wilderness, ~ desolation of the grave. 
.. ~.-. 

Florea in the s hadows watches unseen as the Golem kisses Rachel. 

Florea beckons. Three rough men approach. 

1st MAN: So the~bbi's daughter plays the whore wi th her 

~ther's ~vant! ~ 

2nd MAN': Shall we help t hem to keep the t en commandments? 

3rd MAN~ They say the ~r$rael never sleeps. 

w~hing t hem now? 

Is he 

I 

The first two tr to hold the Golem ~hile the hird kisses Rachel. 
. t~\vW 't~~ I 

The Golem goes beserk and~. Florea runs away. 
. . . 

Jacob runs to the scene and raises Rachel from where she has 
- -

fallen. The Golem mistakes him for another ~attacker and is about 

to strike him 

JACOB~ Joseph! 
~/ 

The Golem shakes himself. 

GOLEM: You are too late. I have put an end to their insults~ 

The Golem goes to help Rachel, but the words ?f Jacob halt him. 

JACOB: Joseph, rememb er what you are. t ~tAtflM-t· tl~ 
They: exchange look~ -Of-hatr~leadS Rachel away:. ______ - ,- 'I," 

.~.-' - .. "') 

GOLEM: Let my_ gody return to earth. ---------- _-----. ! -~ 
" ..... _-----.-.-- - --- .~ ........ -- f J> : 

I have tasted love, I have drunk my death.--- ~ 

.,._ ., __ ,_ J!.arth, my/::=~r, to w/,Kc?ures are equa l, 

/ 11// ~ , 
~ { 
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.......... . . '-..... 
-~--

GOLEM: you know whom I ~e, she iB-~Y heart ~_~.-~ .- ;~~.~J). 
~I Give her to me in the brightness of her ?~Y. 

~;~ Immensity o~rry space/, give me the darkness 

t; . ~ f l1er --hair. _______ . _ 

__ ,rJ"'. ---S'§adowy caves, g~ d'l-~k~er thigh~-:-'- - " 

--- ~ Vi,neyards of the hills, g~ her bre'l-sts riPe~g t,< 
t.-

/ / with desire. ~ 't,b 
/ / ..j-jL~ Spring rain on the snowy blossom, gi~ me ~r nakedness-. 

'i 
~ 
'-' 

Or tear from my foreqead the word of Truth, and leave -- ----- '----- ..---.- '---- -' . ---------- "'- . - .-.. -

.---- me DE?ath, 
,..., .. ~ -- ..........-. 

"..,- ",,/' 

Dissolve me, return me to the elements, let my tongue 

whisper 
' -"" .. _" '----- '''----

~ -, 
again among the gras ses , ""-"", 

Let 
"-, 

s treaming'-,,;from ', 
'-

"\ 

--"­
"-. 

-'. 
", 

' . . , 
I , 
I , 
, "\ ' 

I ' " 
6 
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ACT III S~ene I. The Disputation. 

A' large court with multicoloured textiles. The choir sings 
.. " ...• -'" . ----------. 

~ __ HOD - M~S the CARDINAL and his clergy assemble formally. 

-- Tffe'y --ar'e in rich vestments • City officials are in uniform. The 

Jews enter wearing yellow hats and armbands. Last of all THADDEUS 

in his Dominican habit, and the RABBr~ 

CARDINAL' SILVESTER: In the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Ghost. (He blesses the assembled people. 

The Jews do not kneel. 

Come now, let us reason together. Most learned~~bi, 

~~ ~/;,r you are here t~ispute charges made against~the Jews. 

/ ~.~_~ /Y~.i t .~~~., ... if you are willing and obedient, you 

~ ~/ shall eat the good of the land. But if you refuse and 
s '-" , o-J ' ..' 

: i '7 RABBI: 

rebel you shall be devoured by the~rd. 

Is the disputation, then, to begin with a threat? 

. ,-::7 ( CARDINAL SILVESTER: So spoke one of your prophets, Isaiah. ! 
I { . ./ ," 

'\ .~ ~ / 
, ;, 
~ . . 

/ (s 
Our gra~ious King Rudolf has allowed you to live among . us. ~ 

I 

" 
RABBr: We have lived in Bohemia for seven hundred years. 

~ QAEDINAL: You will be hea~d in peace and charity. Ans~er our 

'\ ::--( ~-:::~, ___ . ~other Thaddeus. 

/ --"-'---T; ADDEUS: If yours is the true faith, why doe~ God\ permit your 
~ 
i..IJ 

long exile? • 
r 

God is ' with us in \ exile. 
'. RABBI: 

THADDEUS: You live like leeches on: Christians. You do not till 

the soil. 

.. ..... . ..... 't ..... • •• •• _._ . ,- ••• 
~' ... ' _~" ""_" ,._,-_.", ,,,, :,,, __ ._ .... ~_ . ..,:.. ... ... .... "',.,. __ .. ;.; ........ _ .' - - ,r-.-- -.----, . . · ......... ·._._ ......... 4 ..... .. ' . .... • .. ~ 

I 
I 

i 
1 

t<Y'(~"'\-~) 



I, 

RABBT: 

THADDEUS: 

.... ; .... ........... ;. 
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You forbid us to own land. 

You are usurers. Did not Christ drive moneylenderffi 

from the Temple? 

Christ did not borrow from them. 

The Jews laugh at this, and ' are silenced by the officials. 

THADDEUS: 

RABBr: 

THADDEUS: 

RABBI: 

TPADDEUS: 

RABBI: 

Ybur chief priests said, "We have no king but Caesar." 

Your merciful Church has said, "Death to the Jews." 

You crucified the Sbn of God. 

If your Jesus is God, how could W~ill him? 

Your Rabbi SImon Ben Yochai says, "The best among 

the Gentiles deserves to be slain." 
I 

There is a difference between the law aqd the legends. i 
'\ • ~ " ..... : j,. - , i 

... . • I 

There is a round of applause for Thaddeus. 

THADDEUS~: You have no sacraments. You require~ristianLQlood 

for your Passover. You desecrate the Host. You , 

poison our wells. You rS acrifice~risti~'n~ildrien. 
f. f CHRISTIANsr,,~"~ "S imon of Trent, ~pray for us. Hugh of Lincoln, pray 
A:.:, u:... ) .\ )

- (1,I~'f <.l~~1 J,..: (~ "'-- . 

L ;~ r tJ j, ff ~ ....... ..--------( f0I.'.__ us. William of Norwich, pray for us • 
.Y. ":.J. i ... - :>/ ~ 
'.~' '"" \ -i~>/RABBI: Our commandments forbid us to kilr. You bring these 

/ 

I 
I 

/ 
,/ 

" /' 

,/ 
/' 

THADDEUS: 

ancient libels to inflame hatred against us. 

Our Hother the Church is ever mercifU;t I call you 

to her mercy before she brings her~~r~hly power to 
~ . \ 

~. / .'-....----...... 
/~--- '\ 

/ .... /. /" ,. /---r-~ 0:"" } 

. ~ ! ---7> D. Vd f\-{..",-, \ c· 
. ., 7. !-_f.r. :." , !~i . 

.:: 

cleanse you. 



.. : .... .... ' ..... ;. 
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, CARDINAL SILVESTER: The Jews are declared defeated in this 

~isputation . Their books are in error, and shall be 

burned. 
I' 

The Christians go out singing "Hail Holy Queen, mother of mercy, 

/ 

) our life, our swee t ness and our hope, all hail!" The Jews rt 
gather round the Rabbi. Th~erre~~~s~~te:'?ee" r 
~Jmi_ng~;:-\oekSin_Na:Zi'Germani. 1\~potlight-

~e wee~ Rab~~he Golem comforts him. ~ 
(., . ~~o! 

GOLEM: ~bbi ,~ster, why do you weep'? ,~ __ yg 
//" r; /" (1 / (:::1f / 

/.,,/ The~ord of~Od is not consum~d by fire. 
/" f( ~ /rJ , .r" //'Look at me, whom you rraised from t~EJlements. 

O f ... \....,.-/ 
By tt.b.e..--w6rd alone I,)ave become a(§n, --- ' !f '£ 

language cradl ~~ ' / ~uage has formed me, '/ (. Y ,1 to : 0') , \ '~r\ v-
th,rough .guage I kIlovT pain and love r-- J l.-o ) -§., ,,,d 
)to l l~ r~r ) ~ 
T liave learned to c~~ .. _to .. ~d with my VOiC~ 

The divine !'word - is the (:; o1f1'7~f the ~ld-----!LFr /~/"~ 
j" " ~ -- \ ~ 

no (fire can.'burn it or bring it to silence. r '-" ~=--- '> if 
If all t hat \is~~~tit1§Y were utterly (destr~ 

,/" c..:: ___ .-- - -

.,..-/ <gq (, 1~ Y:~i? . .. / the ,r great and \ h61y ( name would shlne on our lips. 
~/o \ __ . .......- \ . ./ 

~f we ourselves _~E~7cast into the;fire 
. - --- -- 1:,; ~ '-

11 /~ and- k~ep that &ame on our t.0~tlJ in our las \ ordeal 
f"t... •. /\3. to? \ 

we will not feel the~rning flames. \ 
C,'" ~{v r.;.. I\)3 /~'J ! Jz,~ 

( Rabbi, ~ster, let the ~ookS ~urn. When the (l:ast (,::,h 

;1 -- has (blown ) away) the ~rd will sound in c:.:::;nental 

I 
I ', ~ J 

. "..J 
Wv. , 

(,brightness :!JJ-,v 
' _."'" ---

.. -, '" •• • .. "" ; .. ' .. .. _ ... . ... . . _ '0_'" • •• , ..... . . .. . , .. , _ .. ,.;... _ • ." _ . . . •• • • • , •• • • • _ ... - • " - - ' .'" 0 0 -. .. • • • , ,_or. ". ' ~ • ... 

.1 
I 

I 
I 
1 
I 
I 

I 
. 1 , 

i 
i 
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ACT ITI Scene 2 The Rabbi's stud~_~ . 

Our ~l~~are d~ed, gone likeEh~'1 . 

-irrthee~ 
I.~.ha:'ie··- :taken gifts to the~) in the G~ of the 

- ' -.' " ., ---..... \ 

Jews of Prag~)in thanksgiving that we have been 

spa~-;d---fi~~·-~engeance. ~j oice that they ~b~;~~-d~ 
'---. __ ... -------

only! bOOk;/ not .. :.m~ii? r have bought more L§~~ 
for ';;h,;-;o~~~ -:f ~tudY. Th@ is deeply in 

_ .~ -r. (~ 
debt to me. anI that we lost will be restored. 

RABBI: 

MEISEL: 

'---.... ---" 
....... -.'--] -~"'----

Th~/ king/will never repay you what he owes. RABBI: 

MORDECAI: ~~)-That is the privilege ot~.~~) He has given 

RABBI: 

MB ISEL: 

.,.._r~ -_____ e=.-

rne. ~po~J~t to dispose of my own estate: :ho uses., land, 

(gC;i~nd silver. I ~ my time d~aws to its 
-, ,../ . ...-Y > _ .. :-.::,:,: 

(r end). 
,~ 

If we had ~~, they would take up our burdens. 

Our Chiid.~~~ coul d not spare uset1. That arrow 

is al ready in flight. Help me to prepare my will. 
- -

The Rabbi lights a candle. Meisel writes on parchment. 

GOLEM'S VOICE: Ah! Ah! (Gries of pain) 

[RABBT: Did you hear €Wng?)-- z,<S" -----.'--.. -------.. '\ 

I leave •••. L MEISEL: I heard \ riothing ~ •• to my two nephews 
........ _-,,---- ,_ .. -,.'" 

GOLEM ' S VOICE: Ah! Ah! 

The Rabbi ' s candle goes out; in the darkness the Golem continues 

to cry out and other voices, confused '\07i th scuffles and rattling 

chains, sound until the lights come on in the next scene. 



, , 
/ 

/ 

'--- .-. . ~ ~ - -.... ... 

" 
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Act III Scene 3 A lonely place; the Golem bound and mocked 

by ruffians. FTorea is with them. _, 

1st MAN: 

2nd MAN': 

3rd MAN: 

Florea: 

Is this the (st;'ong' ~an ~srael? 
',-~' " 

Look how still he is sitting. " , ,, <> 
This is the one who --brokeC!hristian :~ones. 

/ ' - --.., -~ 

Let us shave off his locks of ~~ He is 

Samson among the Philistines. Shall we put 

like 

out 

his (e;.es? 
. \ 

.'-..-/.- , 

The Golem roars with rage and pain. 

1st MAN; 

2nd MAN: 

3rd MAN: 

Florea: 

'1\ :> 
So did ,_our @ ristian 

their ~ bones. 

.. $~ 
friends cry out when he~roke 

11"_ "- h , 
The Qiaboi's~rvant is not about his business. 

A lazy'(servant. We must beat him a !!ain. 
-.----, ' :\ L\ 

,.' !-h.aJ..~ne you :, dtank in the tavern - did it make you 
p 

, ; , 
, \ 

Y 
, ___ .... -.. -- sleepy, Jew? 

1st- MAN: 

,'~ GOLEM: 

Yo u wi 11 say yo ur ~ hri st ian pr ayer s. , H_ai ~ __ I>Ifl~!1 ~~I ~ Jace.: 
Hear, ° Israel, the Lord thy God, the Lord is one. 

_ • .-__ .. _ _ _ _ • .. __ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ ._. - -" - - - . ~ __ .i 

2nd MAN: When he walked in the streets, who dared to fight him? 

3rd MAN: ;'Look at him now, he could not 0 ght a ~~ild. 
r . II q 1-11 /r, 

GOLEM: 0 Lord ~od remember me, only this once, 0LGod , 

so that I maY(/~~~~ie myself. <§:'eak their teeth, (0 God ,! 
in their (mouth >' fRe~~~b~;'~ (g'i~-me>my !~trength. 

/1" '----- ,f __ - 'Z 1E __ ,/ - l I 

Some of the ruffians try to strahgle him wi~\ rope. As /he is 

choking, Jacob, -{~aac, the Rab~i-. and some /armed l Jews releaie him. 
/ / ! I 

They drive off the ruffians." 
,,' 

/ , 

/ 
, . 

/ 



" 
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/ 
Rabhi , they ~,ay you are a~rcerer. 

/ 
FLOREA: I ~ay your 

'-
/' :" 

, _ ,-·--(~ .ervant ~sele is a sorcerer. He has bewitched your 

-- ---~ "irgin~-ghter. 
~ . !vrh\/IC-

GOLEM: . ____ / HarTot! L Whore! ~JV> (/ . 

/,', 

/ ' 

---.-:::::--' ,--- , . . / 
_/~The" 'Go'lem threatens Florea, 'who runs , off me--ckingly. -------:- < ' 

" /' RABBI: Once again we stand toget~a t nigh(, as , we did 

'/ when ~y ~~~~wer of 

up) from the (:lay ; ' ' 

/ ' 'fit (,' , 
the(/ most Holy One we. lifted 

' ~, 
,_ ~ight of inexhaustible ~ight 

you 

Jacob, Isaac and the Golem.-kne'el· down ' , 
I ~, r 

/ shine into \aI~ ( the elements, preserve us in the 
\F '--_// 
{ darkness " to come. -
~ ,, -

The Rabbi alone is in light 
- r:. --' ' 0.ord ~od, wha t ha"~Te I made? v.Tas it magic, or \~ iracle? 

It ') 

Is it my own lghost who walks there? 
/' 

\, Is _~t .n.:y _ ,~~Cdeemed self who strikes the ~nemy down? 

,Js it my own violence that rages there, [ my double, 

~Y Ghari~om who does what I dare not do? 

~;Di~ine Uni ty, ~.~deem the worlds of separation, 

./ 

'-- , 
lead us out of the exile ' of the flesh. ': 

It is said that no~agician may enter (heaven. 
r ~ \ /' \..'/-

\
i Lord, who put (Adam down ' as' a Golem and :'cast a soul 

I 'C \ 
@.S' h iljl, _ " I T \ 

, ____ ~ach m.e_~.-w:t:a_~_:,.~ have _~_~~ . 
, / 

./ 

\" / / . 

__ ........ . . ,,' ~ ....... _ ... . : •• ~ .. _ j""~Ao'W",=~I~~""b).~\.~.r ..... ~~\.:,p.J,.C~"7 '~' '' ' '' ' '';'1I '' '' '''''-'--''----'''.-'> ''_~ ___ J 
/ 

The choir sings HOKH~~ Wisdom. -' 
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AXT III Scene 4. Street by the ghet to gate. 

The Ch~istians are approaching in an Easter procession, led by 

Thaddeus . . Jacob and the Golem are talking. 

JACOB: ~rde~a(Meisel is ~aG • . ThetK-ing has robbed him 
, , 

of his fortune. 

). J{ GOLEM: He was a good man. 
1/'" ~\ . - /' 

\,}~}(J; JACOB: What did that avair him? His nephews were (tortured. 

~/ \ CHRISTIANS: Christians to the Paschal Victim 

Offer your ~ praises '. 

t 
JACOB: 

A lamb the sheep ' redeemeth, 

Christ, who ~ is sinless. 
_ 1 . 

. The ( torturer leads his flock. He watched while 

hi s i~h;r ~ ~n an ( d~~'l~ f oke .,.. t ~(bon~ s 6f_~e is el ' s (§e ph ews 
\ 

one 

( CHRISTIANS: 

by one. r,;;' \ 
The prince of 'f ife, who died, \\ eigns immortal. 

L 
GOLEM: 

JACOB: 

GOLEM: 

,., 

\~vil is the bitter side of mercy. \~vil is the 
r- / 

Justice of~od. ( All -will be ~roken down, (all 

will :' end in the ce~pool of the eor1d, i 'n the CPlace , . 
.. , 

furthest fr om /God. 
\ , ... 

The(Christians are rejoicing because ~ IJew has been 
"-

robbed on his 4eathbed. 
, '. 

us in their thousands. 

~Vil began with (~~a;~on. 
:'of Days. 

They are coming to murder 

~Vil is with us to the End 



" ... .. 
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CHRISTIANS: I Speak, what thou sawest wayfaring. 

,.Y \ _ jC? The of Christ, who is living, the gl ory of 

}tv 1 J~ s r t l _ resurrec ion. 

JACOB: Their ~ es,us ,_is /t~:~~1Y, bat the ~un will -l.ise on 
~-' 

our spilt /blood. 
\ 

CHRISTIANS: . \ Happy ~;;-WhO bear wi tness, Mary's word believing, 

~ f~ t a~ the tales of Jewry deceiving. 
r, 

GOLEM: Where is ~saac? 
'--

JACOB: He is praying. 

CHRISTIANS': \ Christ indeed om death is risen 

J(P~ our fe obtaining, 

~ L Hav Victor King, ever reigning. 

TFADDEUS: 
. _. . 

Holding up a wafer stained with red 

(§hr is t ' s ~171 ~OdY- i sbl eed ing • 

desecrated the Hbst! -, 

Jews have 

CHRISTIANS: Hurderers! Kill the Jews! 

The first part of the procession sings "Kill the Jews
lt 

while the 

last part is singing the hymn 

J A.COB: 

,/ 
\ Save our kingdqm from the Jews. 
\ ~/ 

He who gave/ for us his life 
/ ' 

J' 

Who ~s endured the strife 

') Is rr Paschal Lamb today 

~ too sing for Joy and say Alleluya 
i " 
\ Kill the Jews! 

"..., 

Let ~srael gather to me, let our ~w~rds be fat 
r-

with \blood. 

. -' '''I 
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Young Jews, armed, join Jacob. The Golem tries to hold the 

gates, but the Christians batter them down. '].tie1~r.ou!1ld:- of 

rrag~f9deS"--and/newsreeis'\QJ/G~ny--a-Te~~~ :-Hi.tJ:er_~~ging_, 

t.b~~~0~g~~t;J13wisb 
2lri-l-dr-el'lirl't ~ea tth ,.amps, syrfago gU~~ All t be 

time the mediaeval sonnds are heard . 

Act III Scene 5. The Rabbi's ' street. 

THADDEUS: Kill, Kill , until the ~~st~Jew 
(Kill in the (name of 0hrist . 

If you die you will surely be with ehr~st and 

all his saints in Paradise. 

JACOB: And you will be with them. 

JACOB and THADDEUS fight. Jacob kills Thaddeus. 
."./.::, . /' 

Christians close in on Jacob, who fights for his life. /, ih;{;.'6·oiein 

from her is fig ting his way to the Rabbi's door. Rachel .~ll s 

arm round ber tbroat pulls her b~ \ . window, an 

RACHEL: (
- r"J h ' '., '\ \ ,-' 
_:oseph, e,sep • \ , 

bursts into the Rabbi's .,hous\e., Is'dac appears at the The 'Golem 

door weeping. The Golem appears with Rachel's body. Jacob 

·drives off the Christians. A company of soldiers marches through 

to res to re o~der. Jews centre stage, soldiers keeping Chrisltans 

apart at fht! sides. The Rabbi, Perele and wounded Jews come out 

from the house. Per ele sinks down. The Golem putsRachel down 

beside he r mother. 

t' " , _ " ...... .. . _. _ •• ---'-' -_.-•• , 
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(Let the ;day perish wherein I was born . 

(~e t (dar kne s sand the €had 01A! /!~.lf (~~a th stain it. 

I will not be comforted. 

My ··pain is perpetual, @y wound is incurable • 
.3bLt' J. . 

The s un is gone down while it is still day . 

(
. 11'~ ~ 1 ~ I 
Let te,ars run do.,,~ like a river ~ai and --night . 

p.43 

, 
,!-

, \ 
" , .r 
l} . .I'\ . II 
\) v\---. 'O'i, 

, -,2.10' 31 q 1-- J -z... - L(o J, 
The :young and t he ;old lie on the ground in the streets. 

t.s 

• f > \ I', 
v \: ,. ---

The ~word of the Lord is filled~with blood • 
~~ - '-:k.1.1 \. l(3q 

j The Golem pick s up a sword. 
} I} I It ~'1 

GOLEM: / The sword of the Lord is filled with blood: 
_. ----- . l.-bo 1-00 

}- L - I . t . . ~ z],. 
'. '\.. ~ I -1 1"V am agalns you, ·\Vi0..n~nce is risen up_ 

~Ovd-{)\ \\ (vV'" I will slay old and iyoung and little ch-ildren. o . >1~ , 1.-10 . . , "'_" ' _'_ ' , ' .. Iq, ~\)1 ':Z.11 '(03-

You shall fall by t~e_~ord, ~~ judge you. 

w~t1 fo r the i fv~~g _ ~ll sh~ll \d~ie~ ~I. Z.IO 

-- 2hz,. - _ . - --- ,33----
My sword is sharpened for the slaughter. 

Cry and howl. It is the 6ay of my(iengeance . 
3k~ "-
Th e stink will come up out of your carcases, 

the moun tains will be' .mel ted wi th your blood.-

The Golem goes crazy and ~ kilJ.s Jews and Christians alike. 
, ' 

The soldiers drive ' him back towards the Rabbi, who lifts his hands ' 

as the .Golem raises his sword. 

~ABB'I : Yahveh Zevaot, Elohim Zevao~, El Hai Shaddai, 

Adonai! 

The Golem drops his sword and carries Rachel's body away • 

.... . ~ . .......... , .. ,' ( .J\ !W' j .... . . ,_. .. .. , ... \ ... . 
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ACT III Scene 6 The J ewish c emetery in Prague. The Golem 

sits on a grave with Rachel's body. 
t{~! ~ 

GOLEM: Now you are what I have always been, 
~t - ------\ ' (1) 367 '1-13 'z,,-. 
~You are \death, silence , the solitude of earth • 

. ' . .. ~3Z,1(c'l ....... ..IE::. ' 
't'8p:ooeh -an d tmde1'standing ape taken- mV'ajf, ' 

. . t: -. \ r;, Jb:> r. qz, ()~ )\'0 
.You wl l l no t waken, L~oU will not , be ~aised from \sl eep. 

S'l "I( H1~ '"l ..' '., 1..1 
Angel s ho~ in the hollows between the ~tars, 

( (of, ",J11k. . 
monsters weep ln the rUlned courtyards, among the 

Lsto'8es of -) emptiness. .~ 
t11l1-. r '1 ;,. 1ft/' ~ 14'1.( 

Fl ies gro'l.\T. f(~b wi tfJ. your~;Lood, the '!,<Torms ;rejoice. 
r;-y / 1->5' ~U r I.{(j , \ .~.., l -:'Q b 

Your mother ' s 'tears fall fin the dust :~ - . ''' " q ".1'1· \ . --I 
'f V <, ------ 1./1:, '1 

I will ma~~ an ~nd of ';'0fi1i,' (1i::r!1l\ be the firstborn 

of death. 
~1 ! ~ ------ . 

Yo u will ro t away to ~ha. t I have always been. 

' Ea~th(;'"'i;Dth, earth ,1 ;';~ i eYi;ter you forever I trl) t oifAl ) 

T~- wil;~~ ?'With you i~-";-e p~~~e of sapPh~res, in the 

seams of gold, in the ~a~~~ness of hel l, in the 
305 r 

tabernacle of death . 
~~ .' 'S'Z.1 cv 

The Golem is about to violate the body when the Rabbi, Isaac and 

appear. 

GOLEM: 
r 3'1,.. I ~~y ~Dl]~ .Lln 
Rabbi, master, ~agician, sorcerer, mlracle-worker, you 

, , " ' '" ' 13 Ig4 .'-.--. ~~ I ~ 
made me t o be the ~aviour of Israel. 
, ,41-'5'" bb 
I give you this graveyard , these tombstones, 

J~~ 

" ~ . 

. 
• l .... ..:., ..... • .. ;" " ,~~"," • • ;;" , • r • '" .. -

. -.---~ ...... --.- ." 
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/ ~2-0 . l,f('i) 
the ibody of ~your ~ irgin (daUghter. 

1 ~ __ jIy~_ -yo~J the \s~ok~l\hat shall not be t~tenched night 
'- : o~ 'v/~ 

;and day, from 'generatlon to generation. 

I I gi ve- yo\:i\ !a~f&s, I;o~~t~~ - (deflthe 
-- -" ... - . --.--~ 31~ (/' J1 . 16 ~ 
(All this I take. ( G9%" s (place is the~orld, but the 

(lor 11 Z~, ' ~orld is notC~od . s (?lace . Here is my ~lace, in the 

(;?~~eyard where the ~ilf(teous fs'fltep in p~a!ce. 
I 11 q /"" i I II ~ \. - q ~ 
( Joseph, PlY servant, to'2-tght you are to ( sleep- in the 

§ 1/]' rq 7 
attic of the synagogue. 

1..1~ 

Hear 0 Israel, the Lord thy God, the Lord is One. 

£(01--

/ 
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ACT III Scene 7 The attic of the Old Synagogue in Prague. 

TheGolern lies on a bench. The Rabbi, Isaac, and Jacob stand 

at his head and gaze into his face. 

They circle round him from left to right, seven times, 

singing : 

r/J I J . ~ Stone of gold from the bowels of earth, phoenix from 4'\. ~ ') 1\ . 
--! 

"-
'" -- , .. ~. 

RABBI : 

the heart of the fire, stream of water from the rock, 

whirlwind , you ardours and sanctities, authorities 

and regents, voices and acclamations, Adonai, 

~ The Golem dies. 

Outside 

Lord is 

~. 
:J. ~ 
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