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MMS FtAH RES

The (>enerai Social Survey covered cities and towns with 
populations of 5(X> or more but excluded Iht whole of 
the Northern leirilorx Preliminarv estimates from the 
section of the survey on <»wiiership and possession of 
firearms show that

Ill May 1975 there were H47.4()0 persons owning or 
possessing 1.354.700 Hrearms

Of those persiins. SH O'/ had al least one firearm in 
working order.

Of those persons with at least one firearm in working 
order. 66.3T possessed ammunition, and sport was 
the most frvquenth given reason (64*7 of responses) 
for acquiring a firearm

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction 

etc.) and «vine non-private dwellings (hostels, boarding 
houses, etc.) and living quarters for live-in staff in hotels 
and motels, hospitals and educational institutions. The 
sample was drawn from cities and towns with 
populations of 500 or more in each of the six Slates and 
the Australian Capital Territory The whole of the 
Northern Territory was excluded because of the effects 
of cyclone Tracy in Darwin in December 1974 The 
survey is estimated to cover more than S5 per cent of 
the Australian population. However it is likely that gun 
ownership rales in areas not covered by the survey arc 
higher than those shown in this publication. Therefore, 
anv estimate as to the total number of firearms and 
persons owning or possessing firearms in Australia should 
be made with caution.

3. Information was obtained from the members of 
selected households by carefully chosen and specially 
trained interviewers. Usually each household member 
was interviewed personally, but where this was not 
possible some information about an absent member was 
obtained from another responsible member of the 
household.

□

During March, April and May 1975 the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics conducted a large 
household sample survey designed to obtain data on a 
number of social topics Topics covered in the survey 
were the composition and characteristics of families, 
with special emphasis on a comparison of one-parent an<l 
two-parent families; victims of certain types of crime; 
firearm ownership and possession; and away-from-homc 
leisure-time activities. This builetin contains preliminary 
results on the ownership and possession of firearms.

Survey Methodology

2. The survey was based on a multi-stage area
sample of about 10,000 private dwellings (houses, flats,

Scope

4. Within the geographic area covered, the survey
included all persons aged 15 years and over except 
patients in institutions such as hospitals and sanitoria 
and prisoners in gaols, members of the permanent armed
forces not living in private dwellings. and
non-Australians who were touring or holidaying in 
Australia. Cenain diplomatic personnel customarily 
excluded from census and estimated populations were 
also excluded from the survey.

Reliability of the estimates

5. Since the estimates are based on a sample, they
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may differ from the figures that would have been 
obtained from a complete enumeration using the same 
questionnaires and procedures. An indication of the 
likely differences k given in the Technical note, page 6. 
Some figures in this bulletin have been replaced by the 
symbol (*). which denotes that the figure it replacei is 
subject to samriing variability too hi^ for most 
practical purpose.

RoundittK

6. Any discrepancies between totals and sums of 
components in the tables are due to rounding.

lUbtad FuMfeationi

7. Other ABS publicationi which mky be of
interest include :

Geneni So*.^ Survey, BuUtrtn No. i, Prttiminary 
Eittnua^i of Fam^ei. May 1975 (Reference No. 
13.17)

AD publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in hibEcatiom of the AuttraEan Bureau of Statitticr 
(Reference No. 1.8) which is available free of charge 
from any ABS ofRce.

R. I. CAMERON 
AwtiMbei StotbticMn



TABU I. NVM8I-R Of- Ff-MBONS OWNINc; OR POSSI’SStNfi FIREARMS 
AND THE Nl'MBF R OF ITRFARMS <b)

/V.X W. ft I WA Totti fbf

Number of person* ownirxi fire arms 
*(*0001
Rrrcent of total
Number of firearms ('0001
Fervent of total
Auerage number of fleearm* per 

person owning or potarsaing a 
firearm

301 .<
356

532.5
393

28 .5
338 2
250

1374
16 2 

2099
IS.S

IS

824
9.7 

1209

53.2
6.3

98.1
72

31.5
3.7

55 I

1.7

8474
1000

1.354.7
1000

1 R

al iniludtf* the Autlralian Capital Terriiory (b) l-aclude* the Northern Territory and all loc ilifies with a population of leas than SOO peraoaa 
See page 1. paragraph 2

TABLE 2. Nl MBER OF EACH TYPF OF FIREARM fl»l 
(TKIOI

rvpr o/ ftretrm \ S J»», fti F»f. QU SA Ttt Tottlfbf

Rifle 
Shotgun tcl 
Air rifle 
Pistol or revoket

335.2 
123 6
49.0
24.7

178 9
119 2
293

1464
39.3
19 1

82 9
24 6 27,5

12-2

27.6 
lit

825 9 
357.8 
122 5
48.5

Total 5S2.S 33S.2 209.9 120.9 9e.| 55,1 I3M.7

(al Include* the Autiraiun Capital Tert'tory (blFcdude* the Northern lerritor» and alt localitte* with a p«»pulafion of Icsa than SOO person*. 
Ser page I. paragraph 2- (c) Include* combinalinn rifle/shotgun

* Subrcf I'* tampion variabtfity tn« for mr*t practioi pwrpoerv Sc* page t. paratrspb S

TABLE 3. PE RSONS WHO OWN OR POSSESS FIREARMS WHO HAVE 
AT LEAST ONE IN WORKING ORDER (b|Q 

(per cent)

-V.S k' /</ QU S.A WA. Ttt Tr^’tl (b/

Al leait one an 
working order 

None in working
SR I b9f, 85.7 S9 8 95 2 9! 8 889

order 70
Not known or 

not Mated

9.2 8.3

Total 100.0 loao 100.0 100.0 100.0 too.o IOU,7

D 8 7

(a) include* the Australian Capital Territory (bl iJicludea the N<»rlhern Territory and aH localHiea wtib a populatio«i of leta than SOO 
person* Sae page 1. paragraph 2.

* Subtect to sampling *wiabrfity too high for moat practical purpoaet Sae page 1. paragraph S.



TABU 4 n RSONS HIK) OWN OR POSI-SS HRFARMS WfTH AT LFAST ONE IN WOWING ORDER 

BY SOURCE OF ACQCJISITTON OF FIRFARMS <h)
(per cent)

r tif Qtd SA Tti TouUb)

*M(|/br«,ua»t 
Ihttchasrd frtwn dealer 
Ktrehased frtun sotprone 
other than a dealer 

Other

31 6
54 7

21 2 
569

21.0 
568

23.5
54.1

18 2
59 8

U4 
50.9

21.5
55 8

TiiUl <c)

18 I
5 6

19.1 190 i9B I9.J 20.9 1S9

lOU.O 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 x> 100.0 100.0

' $ B' faf

□

'I b»:lu,ie» the Auatralian Capital Territory (b) ksclwdaa the Northern Territory and ell localHIas 
pcF.imb her page I. paragraph 2 <c> More than one source of acquiattion could ba apacifkd

• Subfeci to sampling veruhility |>m» high for moat practical purpoaea Sae page I. pata^aph S

wMli a popuiaikwi ot leu than SOO

TABIF 5. PF RSONS WHO OWN OR POSSFSS FIRF ARMS WITH AT LEAST ONE IN WORKING ORDER 

BY REASON FOR HAVMG FIXEARMS 0» 
 (per oentl

A f5tftr>n fitr htrtnx Infami tic O QU SA. WA. rat Total fb)

Suusentf/antique coOection 
^»rl
Proiet'iam <»< sell or 
househoU

Proiec tiun of business
Part of pjh
Offer

6 8
60 2 TJ2

8-3

Tnlal (O

76 64

100.0 100.0

SI.2 66.8 61.4 83.7
6.0

64.0

13.0

133

100.0

8.1
13.3 13.2

7.9
10.9
3.2
8.0

lOOX» 100X1 100.0 100.0

.VXh' ¿t/

H 5?^

(al Inelude. the anattalnn CaiiM.I Terrilory^ (b) Ficlnde. the Norlhent Taertle » and all locnIHi« with a population of leas than 50« 
persons See page I. paragrsph 2 (e) More than one reason could ba »pacified.

• Suhfrit I«» sampitug sanahdio t«m htid* for moat practical purpiiaea Sae pag* I, paragraph 5.

TAIIIF *. NI MBFR OF PFRSONS OWNING OR POSSESS.^G FIREARMS Wrm AT LEAST 
ONE IS WORKING ORDER BY AMOUNT OF AMMUNITION (b) 

(per ornt)

Amttuni of amnutnatoH /V.SW la/ Qld SA. btA. Tu Tota/ fb/

Ntxw 
1-9 round» 
10-49 round» 
50-99 round» 
ino Of mote rounds 
Not knuon 
Not stated

26 2

17 0
15.3
24 3

22.5
11.1 
20-6
14.0
23.8

2b9

20.5
11.0
21.3

8.4

234

199

26.S

9.8

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

23 8

24.5
13.8
25.5

100.0

21 4

31.2
13.0
18.5

24.7
8 8

19.9
13.9
23.7

8.2

lOOO 100.0

la) liwtuiSes the AusliaUan CaftHal Tetrtlaey (b) Facladaa Iba Noitheni Tarrilary and all localitiM with 
perumt Sc* page I, paragraph 2-

a po^Hlatlon of laaa than SOO

* Subject IO MmpliniwtabBtty too hifh for moat practical purpoam. Sae pate I. parairaph S-
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TABU- 7. PERSONS OWNING OR POSEMNt; FIREARMS BY ACE (b) 
(pet cent)

Age in venrt NS tv fe} yte SA rtt Tout (bf

17 19
*0 29 
33- 39 
40- 49 

50 and above 
Not known

98
25 4 
24.2
18.5
21.7

10.3
25.3
208
197
23.2

266
24.4
207
20.3

8.5 
260 
244 
162 
25.0

24.5 
253 
16.7 
289

2?.2
24.4

303

25.5
23.4
18.7
23.0

TcMal 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 lOOX)

(a) Inclu^« the Awatralian Capital TerrMor; (b) Facltadea the Northern Twrilory and all Incalitiec with a poputollon of leaa than SOO 
, eraona. See pagt« i. para»'* 7b 3.

* Subject lu MfnpHni vwiebUiiy too hlfb for moat ^ettc^ purpmes See peg* p«ra^*ph S.

TABLE 8. PFRSONSWHOOWNOR POSSE K EIRE ARMS IN WORKING ORDER 
RY AGE WHEN THEIR FIRST FIRE ARM WAS OBTAINFD (b) 

(per cent)

tin vtttti 
when t fnetrm m«i 

/Irtr obttined i'ic Qld lt'4 ro/w fbf

0-13
14- 15
16 - 17
IB- 19 
20-39

40 and over

16.2 
ISO 
22 6 
16.4 
25.3

14.9
14 0
14.1
21.3
32.8

199 
126 
21.8
15.9 
27.4

12.3
13.0
240
13.3
34.5

25.0
165
37.2

Total loao
D 

100.0 loao 100.0 100.0

\T2

30.6

2S.8

154
13 8
20.6
17.2
29.5

3.5

100.0 100X1

V.S U' Iti

(a) include« the AiMtraiian Capitai Territory (b) Exclude« Ihe Northern Territory and alt localitiea wirti a population of tea« than SOO 
perrons. See page I, paragraph J. □

* Subject to «ampliiii variability too high for muat practkai purpoae«- Sac page I, paragraph S.



Krikihitflv i>f iht*

TI-f IIM< M. soll

Siiue Inc estiniatf. in ihiv stateou nt aiv baxrd 
«•1» .1 -jinnh they 'U4> differ li'uii the hg'iics th .. wmld 
have tKcn «'••tamed fr«*«u a ctunjifete census usi. ■ ;• 
same (piest» 'U‘..''rcs .»nd poHcdures. One iiieav-iie ui ii.e 
hkelv Jrtt ’cikcts given bv rhe standaid e*'»« . wh.-l. 
iiidicates il.'- iMiiit 1«. whiih n* cs’inai' m^bt have

is hMf.tFXl tthc siand'iid •n -? ■'* whkh o ’I j<’< «cif. 
..e ll.tMX)| then* ate :ib(»hl »w. ‘n fhue that
the Hue figure n within the ruiipe >•**01» to 11 1.0(H) 
and about nineteen hatues in tw?iitv th » (hi. figure is 
he»w.' *n 7KdMHI ii.d 12 ’(M’-ll

SijnJjfJ eirurs ., 4 r •-.«•ni.ii.’« '»l die cshinafci

varied hv ehan e his-auv uni\
are shown for

a s ' .ipl'. aad n>>i the
^ustraiii III t‘-e *ihi? Mow The

uhtdv pt.pul.illo't. Was hiiieiatcd. 1 here a»e aboiil Iw » 
diatues n- ’h* , .bat j '.mipk’ estiib.ile will dltft.i b> It's
Un- . , 
b.'-.i e =4 l ed hoi’i

hoif ■ he n.'iirc UtJi would have
eotnparabiv vimipbie

I'.’ at .'h. and .»bout iiinetee’i chan.isin fweniv that 
i ! t uMi.e will b.» than twi« siandard ernus

IKrcentages how that, the Mo.iih.: ihe estimate Ilse 
hichs’r a the relativ • Mandare error H ’atively small 
estimates are thus sufyiect to soi, ti higii *<.indaid errors 
«relative to the s’zv of tie esiiinatci as to detract 
sciiohsiy troin their value i n m"M reaionibl* •i‘.es In 
the tables rn this 'i.iltnient, « sisnatvs not c<insidered 
snihLiently reliable luve n-; t’cen h'lwn Although

-• Sp.i e dues iu»t alh.w Sir the veparalc indication 
«•I the standard -rroi «•! all estimates in this vtatcnieni 
I i>i this reasnri a table nt standard emus ku gviieial

itgures toi these vniaJi et^np«tnc' ’ all n «nine eases be
dciived by sahtrat they s| uuM »mt he regarded
reliable The relK’hihiy u’ hi i s’iim’ed I'cicvnlage

apphcaiion !’» the cstiinaies «»t persoiis <»wniiig or
possevtitig rtrearms b given bch'w Althougli these 
figures will not ghc a precise ineasure of the standaid 
error of a partkular esfirnale they will indicate the order 
nl magnitude An example of the iiv of the table >s if

depends on the rehabih*v d brob ’k nunieiator and 
denominator of the jh*icent’i.'e li gencial. hi'wever. any 
percentage shown in this r nhfic it'i.n will be subject to a
ivrcent standard error louer t 
eoriespondinc eMitnaie tnuiiiiiaiMT î

rhari that for tl

I’lc estimate obtained hoin a sample for NSU. IS
100.(88). the standard error n K.o per cent of Ihe 
estimate. 1 e 8.‘XX) this means that there are about two 
chances in three that the true figure is within the range 
91.000 to lOS.'KX) and abmii nineteen chances in 
iwent* that this figure is between S2.2OO and I I7.S00.

5. Ihe imprecision d«ie tt, sanuMing variability, 
which is ineavured by tin- shnidard error, should not be 
contused with inaccuracies th:»t m;:\ «kt or because of
uiiperiections in reporltiig by
respundenis. and in ottue nnîr,
hiat 'uracics uf this kind arc

mlervicwers. and
and pioeessing.

3. The standard errors of cMimates of the number 
of fireanns arc about 25 per vent higher than the 
standard errors of estimates of toe number of persons 

owning or possessing tirearms, for estimates of the same 
size. An exj»iiple ol this is ; if Ihe cstiinaie of the 
number o; (neamis obtained from Ihe 'ain|:rfe for N S.W.

n »n-sanipliiip error, and f!ic> r j\
lefened to as the

occur in any
enumeration, whether it lx a I ill umnl ca only a
sample Every effort isin.tdf to IcJ'j e t’le noii sainpling
error to a mmimuni by careful dc^.er .u qucstiunnaires; 
intensive training and supervision of interMewei» and 
efficient operating pnxedures

SlANDAROHRRORSOFFSIIMAnS PhRSOSS(a)

/l«trrj/<(;

Si:^ It/ ettimau 
(perytnsi .V-S H' I'M s -t R' t

Per Ct nt 0/ 
r^timaie (bf

4.000 
Ó.IKR)

10.000 
20.0(»0
30.000 
SO.OOO 

100.000 
200,000 
300.0<X) 
500.000

2.570
3.740
4.650
6,150
8.900

13.000
16.200
24.000

2.410
3.4tK> 
4.170 
5.350 
7.600

10.600 
13.200 
17.000

2.040 
2.920 
3,600 
4.700
6.700 
9,6ÍMI 

12.000 
16.000

1.260 
1.640 
2.’40 
2.880 
3.750
5.300 
7.600

n.a 
ti-a.

1.266 
1.640
2.340 
2.880 
3.^50
5.300 
7,600

n.a. 
n a.

«20 
996 

1.270 
1.780 
2.160 
2 750 
3.8U«i 
5.4011

1,692 
2,220 
’,200 
3.960 
5,2(MI 
7.5ÍM» 

10 800 
t 3.500 
16.000

2«.2

Ib.O 
13 2
10.4
7.5 
5 4 
4 5
3 2

(a) The standard err.iri of estimates of the numhrr of firearms are aht.ut 25 per cent higher than ihe standard ernus <il estimates of the 
number of persons, for estimates of the same ttze. See page h. paragraph 3. <b| In this publication, estimates isith a standard ejii« ol m«<e than 
20 per cent have nut been published See page 6. paragraph 4

nol applH;dhie.


