
A SKETCH OF N I SSAN (NEHAN ) GRAMMAR 

EVELYN M. TODD 

Ni ssan is  spoken on a small group of islands ( Green I s . ) located 
between New Ireland and Bougainville ( North Solomons Province ) in Papua 
New Guinea . The wordli sts  of Mayr and Dempwolff ( 1929 ) and of Capell 
( 1 971 ) have already e stablished that Nissan is in the Oceanic divi sion 
of Austronesian , but although the Austrone sian language s of New Ireland 
seem the most likely close relative s ,  its immediate affiliations are 
not c lear . The present study of thi s  little-known language is based 
entire ly upon written materials obtained through correspondence with 
a native-speaker with no supporting taperecordings or fieldwork . l It 
is  offered therefore simply as an introduction to the language , to 
facilitate further study . And because of the nature of the material s ,  
only a few general remarks will be made about phonological matters . 
The main focus of this study will  be on syntax . The appendice s (pp . 
1217-26 and 1227-38 ) offer some texts and a brief lexicon . 

P HO NO L O G Y  

We are reasonably confident that the phonemic inventory is  as  
follows : 

P t k 
b d 9 
m n n 9 

r 
5 h 

w y 

u 

e 0 

a 
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The orthography used in our written materials does not show any sig­
nificant deviation from that of the published wordlists of Mayr and 
Dempwolff, or Capell . Our correspondent has used w and u interchangeably 
in some forms , pre sumably for non-syllabic sounds .  

The most common syllable structure i s  ( C )V,  with ( C )VC finally and 
init ially ( in reduplication only ) .  There are a few cases of vowel 
sequence s ,  but we do not know if these should be regarded as unit 
diphthongs or as V syllables .  Examples of these syllable types are 
given in the following words . 

1 0  'dog ' p u k p u k  ' ar>o aodi 'L e  ' 

k i h  ' r>a t ' p u d p u d o  ' ar>ooke d ' 

i a n 'fis h ' ma kmakos  ' s tr>aigh t ' 

u t  ' 'L ouse ' w l l w l l o h ' r>ound ' 

h u e t  'pig ' mamao 1 ' 'Ligh tweigh t ' 

b a k ue ' s har>k ' k u b k u b a r  'r>ed ' 

Some words show a stem-final variation between C and CV , the final 
vowel occurring only before certain consonantal suffixes or words 
beginning in a consonant , e . g .  pos ( o )  'banana ' as in the following 
contexts :  

I n go k u  a n a n i n  t i e h e  t a r  � ' I  a t e  too many b ananas ' 

i n go u ma l a ra ta r po s � r  u l e k ' I  want the 'Lar>ge banana ' 
o po so ro 1 a ' those  bananas ' 

Other words show only one form , e . g .  pos ' ki 'L 'L ' ,  which shows the same 
form before consonant or vowel in the following : 

ka g a t a n g  h u n g  � i n  

i n go  u h a l u h � t a n o n  

' i t  near>'Ly k i 'L 'Led him ' 

'I ' n  ki n him ' 

In the material available there is a variation in the repre sentation 
of some forms . In particular there is  a relational morpheme R ' genitive , 
etc . ' that has been identified in three forms . It is usually written 
as a suffix , e . g . it is  added to l o t ( o )  ' sor>e , hur>t ' in the following : 

i n g a  u 1 0 t o� ko l om 'you  w i 'L Z  injur>e your> 'L ungs ' 

It i s  also shown as an independent word of the form a r ,  e r ,  i r , o r ,  

and u r  following words ending in a consonant , and it is likely that the 
vowel is  ac tually part of the preceding word stem , e . g .  the genitive 
in the following phrase follows the noun a n ( i ) ' foo d ' :  

n a  a n  i..!:. pu s i  , the aat ' s foo d ' 

Finally we find R in ro , apparently prefixed to the noun artic le 0 of 
one c lass  of  nouns , often found under circumstances where one would 
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otherwise expect the genitive to be suffixed to the preceding word, as 
in the following : 

n a g  momo l ow l n a ro dok 1 0  ' my 8 hade tree ' 

There may be phonological reasons underlying the separation of such 
forms by a native speaker . The difficulties involved in interpreting 
variations such as these can only be resolved by actual fieldwork , and 
so in this paper we are retaining the written representations of our 
translator . 

S Y N TA X  

The structure o f  Nissan sentence s  wi ll b e  described i n  terms of 
simple sentences and their primary constituents - nominal phrase s ,  verb 
phrases ,  and locat ive phrases of place and t ime . More complex sentences 
may be regarded as expansions or transformations of the simple sentences .  
The discussion which follows will  outline the structure of the primary 
constituents ,  and then survey some simple and complex sentence types .  

NOMI NAL PHRAS ES 

Nominal phrases occur as subject ( S ) ,  predicate ( P ) , and object ( 0 )  
and also in locative phrases o f  place ( L ) and time ( T ) . They typically 
consist of a personal pronoun or a noun with various modifiers .  Nouns 
may be replaced by non-personal pronouns in many constructions because 
of feature s of agreement . A nominal phrase that precedes a predicate 
and is  the subj ect  of the sentence is  said to be ' topicali sed ' ,  and 
may be differently marked than it would be in other syntactic positions . 
Personal pronouns in such phrases have a special form , and nouns take 
distinctive article s .  Inflectional categorie s o f  the substantives -
namely person , number , and class - are expres sed primarily in personal 
pronouns and in article s ,  and secondarily through agreement in the verb 
auxiliary , in posse ssed nouns , and in non-personal pronouns which modify 
or replace nouns . 

Per s o na l P r o n o u n s  

There are two serie s of  independent personal pronouns that occur a s  
subj ects of verbs or  posse s sors of nouns , and two series of forms that 
occur as objects  of verb s .  The categories represented are firs t ,  second , 
and third person , and singular , dual , and plural number , with a dis­
tinction between inclusive and exclusive in the dual and plural first 
person forms . 
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TAB L E  1 

Personal Pronouns - Sub j ect/ Pos s e s s or F o rms 

Number Person Primary Secondary 
Singular 1 I n go  ( 1 ) 0 

2 1 n ga  ( 1 ) a 

3 I n gon ( o )  ( l ) on ( 6 )  

9 1 t ( i )  e t  

Dual 1 excl . raem  r a e m  

1 inc l .  r a e g  r a e g  

2 raom raom 

3 r a s l n ( o )  ra s l n ( o )  

r a s l t  ra s i t  

Plural 1 exc l .  ( n g a m  « (  ) am  
1 inc l .  I n g e g  ( l ) e g  

2 i n g a m  ( i } a m  

3 g l s i n ( o )  s i n ( o )  

9 i s  i t  s i t  

The personal pronouns that occur as subject or pos sessor are li sted 
in Table 1 .  Those of the primary series are found in topicali sed nominal 
phrase s ,  which occur as subj ects in preverbal position , and where the 
pronoun indicate s a posse ssor it precedes  the possessed noun instead of  
being in it s otherwi se post-nominal position . Examples of topicalised 
nominal phrases with a primary personal pronoun follow : 

S [�] p [ u  t u r u n g  ke r e ]  
I Aux wi t t  8ing 

, I wi t t  8ing.  ' 

S[� t a n g  t a ma g ]  p e e  t u r u n g  k e r e ]  
my Art fa ther Aux wi t t  8ing 

' My fa ther w i t t  8 i ng . ' 

The personal pronouns of the secondary series occur as subj ect in post­
verbal position , or as posse s sor in po st-nominal position within non­
topicalised nominal phrase s .  

L [ i a ]  
where 

pe r u  t u r u n g  w a n go l ] S [ i o ] T[ t a r  bo n g ] 
Aux wi t t  s te ep y- Art nigh t 

' Where wi t t  I 8 te e p  tonigh t ? ' 

p [ o  t u r u n g  w a n g o l ]  L [ t e n a g  
Aux (you ) wi t t  8 te e p  Art 

' You can 8 t ay at my p tace . ' 

w a n  .!.E.] 
p tace my 

The singular and plural pronouns of the secondary serie s appear to 
be reduced forms of the primary series pronouns , losing medial n g  or 
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init ial g .  The dual forms are the same in both series  and appear to 
be formed with a dual morpheme r a  prefixed to the secondary plural 
forms . The longer and shorter forms of the secondary subject/possessor 
forms are probably phonologically conditioned , but the evidence from 
the data i s  conflicting, so no rules can be formulated . 

Two third person forms have been recorded but the semantic or syn­
tactic difference between them has not been adequately determined as 
yet . In comparing the plural forms it seems g l s l n ( o )  occurs where 
preceded at some point by a noun or another pronoun with the same 
referent , while g l s l t  always occurs sentence initially .  

S [ g l s i t J P [ r a h l h l p J 
they Aux hun ting 

O [ t a s i r  p u k p u k J  
Art crocodi l e s  

' They a r e  hun ting cro codi le s .  ' 

[ g e r e  k a r a  l a me s l n J ,  S [ g l s l no J  P [ k a  wa h u h u t u n g  pokoso  ma n a s J 
i f  Aux come they they Aux near arrive soon 

' If t h ey are on their �ay h er e ,  t h ey shou ld arri ve s o o n . ' 

S [ o  Ge r e i J P [ g i s l no n o  s o  we l h l r e s i oko  pon J  
Art Ge rei t h e ir Art language o�n too 

' Gerei p e op l e  a l s o  have a dia l e c t  of their o�n . ' 

The same distinction may obtain between s i n  and s i t ,  the secondary 
equivalent s ,  which  appear to occur in near identical environment s ,  
except that in the following examples s i n  occurs where prior indication 
of the persons have been made , while s i t  occurs in an isolated phrase : 

tonoso  uma s i n  
Art h o u s e  t h e i r  

' . . .  to t h e i r  (pre vi ous ly  mentioned) house ' 

n a s  u ma s i t  
Art hou s e  t h e i r  
' th e i r  hous e ' 

Objective forms of the personal pronouns are listed in Table 2 .  

These forms occur as objects and as locatives of place . They are formed 
of at least two , perhaps three morphemes . We describe one series as 
' direct ' forms , and the other as ' indirect ' forms , but the syntactic 
distinction i s  not particularly clear in the present data .  The direct 
object  base is ta- ( to - before first and second person singular suffixes ) .  
To this is added a complex which appears to consist of a pronominal 
suffix ( resembling its counterpart in possessive suffixe s ) , plus the 
equivalent secondary pronoun , sometimes in an irregular form . The 
indirect object  base s i s  t a t a - and it takes the same set of complex 
suffixe s .  



11 8 6  EVELYN TODD 

TAB L E  2 

Personal Pronouns - Ob j ect Forms 

Number 
Singular 

Dual 

Plural 

Person 
1 
2 

3 

1 
1 
2 

3+ 

1 
1 
2 

3 

excl . 
incl . 

excl . 
incl . 

Direct Indirect 
toguo  t a t a g u o  

tomua t a t a mua  

t a n o n ( o )  t a t a n o n ( o )  

t a n e  t t a t a n e t  

t a m i  raem  t a t a m i r a e m  

t a g i r a e g  t a t a g i r aeg  

t a m i r aom  t a t am i raom 

t a s i ra s i n  t a ta s i r a s i n  

t a m i wa m t a t a m i wam 

t a g i g e g  ta t a g i g e g  

t a m i wa m  t a t a m l wa m  

t a s i s i n ( o )  t a t a s i s i n (o )  

t a s i s i t  t a t a s i s i t  

+second forms for the third person dual are not in data 

The formation of possessive pronouns resemble that of the obj ective 
pronouns , consisting of a base with a complex pronominal suffix . Since 
these pronouns occur in place of posse s sed nouns and occur with an 
article they are discussed in more detail in connection with the struc ­
ture of possessed nominal phrases ( see below p .1l93 ) . 

No u n s  a n d  A r t i c l e s 

Nouns in Nissan are classified according to the types of artic les 
with which they occur , and the articles  are selected in part according 
to syntactic function . Indication of number and other inflectional 
categories is found primarily in article s ,  not in the nouns themselve s .  
The articles that are relevant to noun subclassification are o f  three 
main t ype s ,  locative , general , and pos sessive , and the choice of art icles 
is  affected by two major syntactic factors , the po ssessive construc tion , 
and the distinction between subject/predicate versus obj ect/location 
occurrence of noun phrases .  

The morphology of nouns is  unremarkable with little that can be 
identified as derivational structure , so that the following discussion 
will focus on articles  and noun classification . Kin terms and body 
parts do have inflectional suffixes , which will be described in connec­
tion with possessive articles ( see below p .ll89 ) .  
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L o cati v e  A�ticle� 

Place name s are inherently locative and occur only with the locative 
article i whether in a place phrase or in a subject  phrase . 

S e a  b a l u s J  P e k e  n l h i n g pokoso  t u r  p u k J  L[ i R e t a n J  
Art p tane Aux recen t arrive from o n ty Art Buka 

' The  p tane has jus t a rrived from Buka . ' 

SC i Ma l a l t a J  P [ I r e h J  
Art Ma tai ta Art far 

'Ma tai ta is far away . ' 

General articles accompany all unposse ssed nouns other than place 
name s ,  and have two forms , one used in subj ect or predicate noun phrase s ,  
the other used i n  obj ect and place phrases .  Three groups of nouns are 
defined by the selection of general articles in these two contexts .  
The sets of articles are listed in Table 3 .  The modified forms used 
with certain posses sed nouns will  be presented later ( see below p �189 ) .  

TAB L E  3 

General Art ic l e s  (with unpos s e s s ed nouns ) 

Noun Type Subj ect Obj ect 
sg pI sg pI 

Personal name t a n g  

Class A a 0 t a  r t a  5 I r· 
Class 0 0 0 t o ro to s o r  

Personal names ( o f  which we have few i n  the data ) apparently d o  not 
take an article in subj ect or predicate noun phrase s ,  and are alway s 
singular . The plural article 0 is used with place names to indicate 
the people , and since none have been recorded in the singular the class 
of such nouns i s  indeterminate . All other nouns belong to class A or 
class 0 according to the article selec ted in singular subj ect/predicate 
phrases - class A nouns have the article a ,  and class 0 nouns have the 
article o .  

a t a ma t a  ' person ' 
a k I h 'rat ' 
o k uma l 'swe e t  p o ta t o ( es ) ' 

o t a ma t a  ' p e op te ' 

o k I h 'rats ' 

o h u e  'fire ' 

The normal position for the subj ect of simple sentence s  is  before the 
predicate , since it is topicalised : 

S e a  n l a n J  P e k e  mo h J  
Art food Aux cook 

' Th e  food is  cooking . ' 
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When the subj ect noun occurs after the predicate the connective R i s  
inserted , appearing a s  a prefix t o  the 0 art icle , but as a suffix to a 
preceding word otherwise with deletion of the a art icle . 

P [ g e r e  t u k  u r ]  S[ u l e k ]  O [ t a r t u k ]  
i f  b e a t  R- chief Art drum 

' If t h e  chief beat8  a drum . . . .  ' 

p [ o  ra e m l  r aem  me n a g  k u a ha ] Se r� poso ron e ]  
Art du o our8 w e  and my wife Art banana t hi8 

' This b anana tree i 8  my wife '8  and mine . ' 

Although predicate nouns are not topicali sed there is  no connective R 
or deletion . 

S [ Ma r i a ]  p e a  t l t i a  t i mu h ]  
Maria Art teacher new 

'Mary i8 the new teacher . '  

Since there i s  no change in the form of articles there is  no struc ­
tural difference between object  and locative phrases ; only syntactic 
and semantic context allow one to distinguish them . The articles have 
a base of t a - (� to- with class 0 ) ,  followed by a number feature which 
is  zero for singular and s l - for plural , and finally the suffix of 
relationship - r  ( �  - ro with c lass 0 ) . Exceptionally the article is  
ta n g  before personal name s ,  and with singular kinship terms . 

S [ i n g o ]  P [ k u  t u pa ra t u r ]  O [ to ro pa s ]  . . .  
I Aux find Art Ze t ter 

'I found the Ze t ter . . . .  ' 

S[ i n go ]  p [ u  l a  t u  r b a k a  me ] O [  t a n g Pe t e r ]  I Aux go v i 8 i t  in tend Art Pe ter 
' I  wi n go to v i 8 i t  Pe ter today . ' 

S[ i n g a ]  p [o  a te ]  O [ t a s l r  t a ma t a  s i 1 a ]  
y ou Aux know Art p eop Ze tho 8 e  

' D o  you know tho8 e peop Ze ? ' 

L[ i a ]  p e r u  t u r u n g  wa n go l ] S[ i o ]  T[ t a r  bon g ]  
wher e  Aux wi n 8 tay I Art night 

' Wh er e  w i n  I 8 tay tonigh t ? ' 

S[ i n ge g ]  p [  I 1 a wo k ]  L [  t a  r 1 0m ]  
we Aux go work Art garden 

' We wi n work in the garden .  ' 

S e a  
Art 

t i n i he ]  P e k e  won ma n a s ] [ t a r  wo n u n ]  
canoe Aux fi Z Z  now Art water 

' The  canoe i 8  b eginning to  fi Z Z  up w i th water.  ' 

T [ da a n ] 
today 
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In common with other Oceanic languages Ni ssan has two main noun 
c lasses determined by the possessive system, namely alienable and 
inalienable nouns . Inalienable nouns , mainly kinship terms and body 
part s ,  occur only in possessive constructions and take possessive 
suffixes along with a modified general article . Alienable nouns may 
occur in unposse ssed form with a general article , but when posse ssed 
they require a possessive article . 

Inalienable Possession 

Inaliena�le po ssessed nouns occur with an article which differs from 
the general article only in object  forms and in those cases where the 
possessor is dual . With singular and plural possessors the articles 
are as in Table 4 .  

TAB L E  4 

General Art icles with Inalienable Nouns 

Subject Obj ect 
sg pI  sg  pI  

Class A 
kin terms a 0 t a n g  t a s  
body part s a 0 t a  r t a s  

Class 0 0 0 t o r o  toso  

Actually the subj ect article occurs only rarely in the data because 
when a possessive noun phrase is topicali sed a personal pronoun posses­
sor must come first in the phrase and in it s primary form, while the 
possessed inalienable noun that follows occurs with the obj ect form of 
its article , as illustrated in the following example s .  

S [ i n go t a n g  t i no g ]  
my Art mo t he r-my 

'My mo ther i8 8hor t .  ' 

P e a  p u h l n ]  
Art 8hor t 

S [ i n go t a r  l i ma g ]  P e e  i s i n g ]  
my Art arm-my Aux 8we Z Z  

'My arm i 8  8we Z Zing . ' 

In the case of a dual possessor the dual marker r a  occurs before the 
possessed inalienable noun , suffixed to the general article ( see Table 
5 below ) . When the noun is obj ect or location the object  base is t a ­

for a singular noun , and t o s o - for a plural noun . ( Since all possibil­
ities are not recorded in the available data , this requires further 
investigation . )  
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S [ r a e g  t a r a t i n og l ] . . .  
our-du o Art mo ther-our 

' Our ( du . ) mother . . . .  ' 

The data are inconclusive but the singular article base may � � in some 
subject/predicate po sition s ,  e . g .  

p e e  w a n g a l ompa ] s e r a t u m l r a e m ]  
Aux l i v e  Art son -our-du . 

'A l though our ( du . ) son lives  . . . .  ' 

The inalienable noun also has a pos sessive suffix to agree with the 
posse s sor . These suffixes are displayed in Table 5 .  

TAB L E  S 
Pos sessive Suffixes ( Inal ienable Nouns) 

Possessor 
Number 
Singular 

Dual 

Plural 

Person 
1 
2 
3 

1 
1 
2 

3 

1 
1 
2 
3 

excl . 
inc l .  

exc l .  
incl . 

Article Suffix Noun Suffix 

-g ( uo )  

- m ( u a ) 

- n e o n ) 

- n ( e t )  

- ra - m i  

- r a - g i  

- ra  -mu  

- r a  - s ( i a )  

- g o g  geg  

- g i g eg 

- m i u 

- s ( i a )  

When the po ssessor i s  a personal pronoun it occurs phrase-initially 
and in primary form when the possessive phrase is  topicali sed , and then 
the short form of the possessive suffixes is always used .  

S [ ra s i t  t o s o r a  k a l ua s ]  . . .  
their-du o  Art -du. fri enas - their 

' Their fri ends . . . .  ' 

The long form of certain possessive suffixes occurs in pos sessed nouns 
which are in non-topicalised phrases with an accompanying secondary 
form of personal pronoun s ,  and may represent a merging of possessive 
suffix with secondary pronoun . 

S [ ra s i t ] 
they - du o 

P [ u ra wa l a  a n ] O [ tosora  t u s l a ]  
Aux oause e a t  Art-du . ohrraren- their 
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It should be noted that some of the suffixes in Table 5 are rare in the 
data , and there may be errors involved . 

Al ienable Possession 

Possessed alienable nouns occur with a possessive art icle . This 
article occurs in two base forms reflecting subclassification of alien­
able nouns ,  n a - with ' neutral ' nouns , and re- with ' edible ' nouns (� 

no- and ro- respect ively with class 0 nouns ) .  To thi s  base are added 
a set of pos sessive suffixes agreeing with the pos sessor . These suf­
fixes are presented in Table 6 .  

Possessor 
Number 
Singular 

Dual 

Plural 

TAB L E  6 

Po s s e s s ive Art i c l e  Suffixes 

Possessive Suffixes 
Person ( Class o variants in 
1 - g  
2 - n g  (�-mo ) 
3 - f!  

1 excl . - m i r a  
1 incl . - g l r a 
2 -mu ra  
3 - s u ra 

1 exc l .  - m i  
1 inc l .  - m i  
2 - m i u 
3 - s  (�- s o )  

parenthese s )  

Alienable posses sed nouns occurring in subj ect and predicate con­
structions have the simple possessed article described above , that i s ,  
a base form plus possessive suffix . 

S[o  Ya t c h i bo l J P [ noso  
Art Ya tchibo Z their 

k a i n  we l h l r e s l o k J  
Z anguage own 

' The Ya tchibo Z p eop Ze have t h e i r  own Zanguage . '  

. . . [ g e t e  mamawa J S[ r e n g  a n  i a J  
if-Aux co Zd your food your 

' . . .  or y o ur food wiH ge t c o Z d .  ' 

But when they occur in object or locative phrases the possessive article 
acquires a prefix t a - with Class A neutral , t e - with Class A edible , 
or t o - with Class O .  

P [ l a me J  L[ t a n a g  
come my 

um  o J  
house my 

, Come to my hous e . ' 
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S [ o  k e ke t l k  b u l o t ]  P [ ra ma r a n g  a n ]  O [ t e re s  p a e n a p ]  
Art chi Ldren ma L e  Aux want e a t  the i r  pineapp L e  

' The  b o y s  wan t t o  e a t  t h e i r  pineapp L e . ' 

S [ g l t ]  p e e  ma r a n g  a t e ]  O [ tonomo we l h l re a ]  
he Aux want Le arn your Language your 

'He wan ts t o  Learn your Language . '  

I nd e 6�ni�e A���cle� 

Nissan has the indefinite articles me ( Class  A )  and mo ( Clas s  0 )  

which may occur with nouns and some other substantive forms . 

me won u n  

mo 1 a b  

I n go u d e  m e  k u s l 

o ma l a r a  me s l ok 

P o s s e s s i v e  P h ra s e s  

, s ome wa ter ' 
' a  knife ' 
' I  don ' t  wan t any cats ' 

'wouLd you L i k e  one (of them) ? '  

The basic possessive nominal phrase consists of a nominal phrase 
denoting the possessor which modifies a nominal phrase denoting the 
pos ses sed person or thing . We will now consider the syntax of these 
phrase s ,  describing first those with a posse ssed noun , and secondly 
t hose with a possessive pronoun . 

The possessor of a possessed noun is  either a personal pronoun or a 
noun . Details  of possessive articles and suffixes for pronominal pos­
sessors have been provided in the preceding sections , so we will  de s­
cribe only syntax here , and the structure of pos sessive phrases with a 
noun possessor . 

A pronominal possessor in a topicali sed phrase occurs in primary form 
and precedes the possessed noun and it s article s .  Otherwi se the pronoun 
is in secondary form , following the possessed noun , and apparently 
merging with pos sessive suffixes of inalienable nouns . Secondary pro­
nouns may be deleted without loss of meaning since the art icles and 
possessive suffixes agree , providing the same information . 

When a noun i s  po ssessed by another noun , the po ssessed noun always 
precedes the po sse s sor and has the same personal suffix or pos sessive 
artic le as if possessed by a third person personal pronoun . In addition 
the genit ive suffix - r  is  added to the possessed noun before all but 
proper name s and kin terms . Example s fol low : 
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a I i ma n a r  k e ke t i k  ' th e  boy 's  arm ' 

a s u s u n a r  k e k e g  'my ank Ze (joint o f  m y  Z e g ) ' 

n a  a n i r  k u a h  e l a  ' t hat woman ' s  food ' 

na  wo n u na r 1 0  ' the  dog ' s  water ' 

na  a n  P i t a 'Peter 's  food ' 

n a  k e u  t i na g  'my mothe r 's  grave ' 
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Many possible combinations of noun types in possessive phrases are not 
represented in the data ,  so more study is required for a complete under­
standing of this construction . 

Possessive pronouns are found mainly in predicates in the present 
data . They are morphologically similar to obj ect forms of personal 
pronouns ( see above P .1186) ,  consist ing of a base n o - (� n a - with third 
person ) when sub stituting for a neutral noun , and e - when substituting 
for an edible noun . To the base are added pronominal suffixes or com­
plexes which are like the longer forms of possessive suffixes ,  except 
that when the possessor is a personal name the suffix is -n g .  The 
following examples represent all cases of possessive pronouns in the 
data : 

a 1 0  e n e  a n oguo 

o poso  rone  0 eguo 

a h l k  pa h a  nomua  

a t o r i k  a n a n  e t  

a ra  nom i r a e m  

a r a nom i raom  i e ne  

a ra  n o s i a  

a nom i wa m  
a pae n a p i n i t a e m i wa m  
I n go  u ma l a r a n  t l e h e  tone 
d r e s e r  k u a h  e l a  toro � 
Ma r i a 

' This dog i s  mine ' 
' Th i s  banana tree i s  mine ' 

'It isn ' t  yours ( sg . ) ' 
, Two are his ' 
'It  i s  ours ( du . e x c l . ) '  
'Is this  yours ( du . ) ? '  
'It i s  the irs ( du . ) '  
'It  is ours ( pl . ) '  
' Those p ineapp Z e s  are ours ( p l . ) '  
' I  prefer this gir Z ' s  dress  t o  
Mari a ' s ' 

The posses sive pronouns are accompanied by a general article , and since 
they may substitute for any nouns , both Class A and Class 0 articles 
may occur with the pronouns . When the possessor i s  dual the article 
receives a dual suffix - ra ,  i . e .  possessive pronouns are structurally 
similar to inalienable nouns . 

Demo n s t ra t i v es 

The demonstratives occur in two forms , one a modifier in post ­
nominal position , the other as a noun sub st itute or pronoun . 
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a b u l o t � 
� n a g  wan  1 0  
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' thi8 man ' 
' thi8 i 8  my vi L Lage ' 

There are noticeable errors in concord in a number of sentences  in our 
data , so there is a certain lack of confidence in some forms , but tho se 
recorded are presented in Table 7 .  

Clas s  A 

Neutral 

Edible 

Clas s  0 

Adj ec t i v e s 

TAB LE 7 

Demons tra t ives  

' thi8 ' 

' the8e ' 

' that ' 

' t ho8e ' 

' th i 8  ' 
, the se ' 

' that ' 

' tho8e ' 

' thi8/thes e ' 
' th a t/tho8 e '  

Adjectival 
ene  

e t  

5 I n ( e ) 
s I t  

e l a  

e t  

5 1 1  a 

5 I t  

n i ne 

n i t  

rone  

roe t 

ro l a  

Pronominal 
g l ne 

g l s l n ( e ) 

g i l a  

9 I 5 1 1  a 

g l n l n e 

g i n  I t  

rone  

roe t 

When adj ectives are inc luded in a nominal phrase they follow the 
noun they modify , at least when it is an alienable noun . 

a b u l o t u l e k 'big boy ' 

a b u l o t ma hoho  ' o ld man ' 

The only case in which  an adj ective is recorded with an inalienable noun 
1 s  in the predicate of a possessive sentence ( see below p .12�) , and here 
the adj ective is before the noun and takes a linking suffix - r  or - n 9 
be fore the noun . 

a b a r a h l n g k e k e n  
a d e l awa n a r  k a pokon  

, long- l e gged ' 
' a lean 8kinn ed ' 
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Q u a n t i ta t i v e  E x pr e s s i o n s 

The unit cardinal numbers are s i ok ( o ) ' one ' ,  t o r l k ( i ) ' two ' ,  towon ( o ) 

' three ' ,  towa t { i ) 'four ' ,  to l l m ( a ) ' five ' ,  tonom ( o ) ' six ' ,  tow l t { l ) 
' s e ven ' ,  towa l ( l ) ' e i g h t ' ,  l u s l o  ' nine ' ,  h a n ga u l ( u ) ' t e n ' .  Decades are 
formed by compounding the units with h a n g a u l ,  an - r  suffix being added 
to the first member in the following : a s l ok o r  h a n g a u l  ' one ten ' ,  

a to r l k l r  h a n ga u l  ' twenty ' ,  a h a n g a u l u r  h a n g a u l  ' one hundred ' .  Co­
ordinative phrases are formed of a decade plus conj unction doh and a 
unit thus : a s l o ko r h a n ga u l  d o h  a tow l t ' seven teen ' ,  a tonomor h a n g a u l  

d o h  a to l i m  ' sixty - five ' .  

Numerals and other quantitat ive qualifiers precede the head noun and 
take - r  (� ro with Class 0 )  or occasionally - n g . 

a b u ra h l r  d o k  'many trees ' 

a b u ra h l n g w a n a n  'many roo ts ' 

l u s i o  ro b e k  k u r u m  ' nine bags o f  copra ' 

a t o r o k i r  1 0  k u ra ma t o t  ' two dogs are enough ' 

Pre-nominal numerals may have the prefix t a n - which is sometimes , but 
not always ,  assoc iated with part itive meaning . 

a t a n s i o k o r  k e k e t l k  b u l o t ha l a n 
te pokos  

a t a n to r i k  i r  b u l o t u r a ma l a ra 
t a  t amua  

C om po u nd N o u n P h r a s e s  

' One o f  the boys hasn ' t  come 
home y e t .  ' 

' Two men Love you . ' 

A compound noun phrase consist s of  a noun linked to another noun or 
to a verb . Two nouns are linked by suffix - n g  to the first or head 
noun : 

to l a ha n g  koko  'a  bask e t  for yams ' 

Similarly the head noun may be linked by the suffix - n g  to a modifying 
verb following it , where the noun is denoting the obj ect or location of 
the action of the verb : 

i ne t e n g  a n  ' s omething t o  eat ' 
wo n u n a n g  I n um 'water to drink ' 
uma n g  t a b i l a  're s t -hous e ' 

C o - o4dinaZi v e  Noun Ph4a� e� 

Co-ordination of nouns or combinations of personal pronouns plus 
nouns is usually accomplished with a conjunction me before singulars , 
mer  before dual s ,  and meso  with plurals : 
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P i t a me t a h i n  ' Pe ter and h i s  bro ther ' 

Sa l a  me r tok i n g t a h l n  'Sa l a  and hi s two bro thers ' 

M a r i a  me s o  k a l u a n a  'Maria and her friends ' 

Commonly a personal pronoun denoting a group is linked to a noun 
denoting a person included in the group : 

r a e m  me n a g  b u l o t  ' my husband and I '  ( lit . we ( du . ) wi t h  my 
husband ) 

N o m i n a l i s e d  S e n t e n c e s  

Some sentences are nominalised about the verb . In one type of 
nominalisation the subject is deleted and the verbal auxiliary replaced 
by an article , the c lass A singular a ,  or equivalent obj ect form t a r . 

S [ g i t ] P e e  t e l e ]  O [ t a r  s oma p ]  
s h e  Aux no t-know Art s ew 

'She doesn ' t  know how to sew . , 
If the verb is transitive it may retain its obj ect , but possessive - n a  

and genitive - r  are suffixed t o  the verb before i t s  object , a s  they 
would be after a noun before its possessor . 

S e a  wa l on a r ka r ]  P e a  pa r a h u h u h ]  
Art driv e  car Art difficu l t  

' I t  i s  difficu l t  t o  drive a car . ' or 'Driving a car i s  difficu l t .  ' 

S [ g i s i t ] P [ ka wa l a s l ro ]  Ol [ t a t a g uo ]  02 [ t a r  t u h a n a r  ro k i r e i ] 
they Aux teach me Art mak e  Art pudding 

' They taught  me how to mak e  puddi ng . ' 

A second type of nominalisation is based on prefixing or pre -posing n i  

( passive ? )  before the verb , and deleting the obj ect but not necessarily 
the subject . In the following example a connective suffix - n g  links 
the verb to its object . 

n a n g  n i  e t e t i n g koh i k  
your b i te mosquito 

' your mosqui to-bi te ' 

At least one common noun seems to have been derived in this fashion , 
namely a n i a n ' food ' ,  from a n ( i ) ' e a t ' ,  but in this case the noun appears 
fully derived as a single word , without any syntactic subj ect . 

VERB PHRAS E 

The verb phrase proper includes two obligatory elements ,  the auxiliary 
and the verb and several optional elements which may occur immediately 
before or immediately after the verb . Obj ect  and locat ive phrase s are 
normally out side the verb phrase proper . 
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A u x i l i a ry 

Verbs are preceded by an auxiliary which agrees in person and number 
with the subject of the verb . In the case of an independent sentence 
the auxiliary has two forms , one with a prefix k - generally a ssociated 
with past tense ( exact meaning undetermined ) ,  the other lacking the 
prefix and associated with present and future tense . 

In various types of subordinate c lauses the auxiliary acquire s pre­
fixes of  conj unction , and it occurs there in a bound form . The forms 
of the auxiliary are in Table 8 .  

Number 
Singular 

Dual 

Plural 

Mod a l  P r e f i x e s  

TAB L E  8 

Forms of the Aux i l i ary 

Person Present 
1 u 
2 0 
3 e 

1 exc l .  m l  r a  
1 incl . i ra 
2 m u ra  
3 u ra 

1 excl . m l n g  ("-m I ) 
1 incl . 
2 m u n g  ( "-mu ) 
3 ra  

Past Bound 
k u  - u  

ko  -0 

k e  -e  

k l ra - I  r a  

k l r a - I r a 

k u ra - u ra 

k u ra - u r a  

k i n g - I n g 

k I - i 

k u n g  - u n g  
k a  -a  

There are a few modal prefixes which may occur in independent sen­
tences . They are prefixed to the auxiliary which is in bound form . 
Quite possibly t he so-called ' past ' forms of the auxiliary are actually 
formed with a modal prefix k- the precise meaning of which has eluded 
the author . Two modal prefixes are pa k - ' ough t to ' ,  and he r - ' hope to,  
may b e ' ,  the use of which is illustrated in the following sentences . 

a mahoh  ene  p a k e  r i k i n  w a h  
o Zd that shouZd Z i e  re s t  

' That o Zd man shouZd Z i e  down and res t .  ' 

I n g e g  d e h e  p a k l l a  k a l e k i n a l e  t e n a g l 1 0m 
we ? ought go work our garden 

' We shouZd go and work in our garden . ' 

I n go d e h e  h e r u  momo h 
I ? maybe s i a k  
, I think I may be ge t ti ng s i a k . ' 
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i n gono  h e r e  h u a n  
i t  maybe rain 
' It wi l. l.  probab l.y rain . ' 

Such pre fixes appear to occur as well before the article in the predi­
cate of equational sentences : 

he r 
maybe 

a b a l okos  
pre gnan t 

' . . .  she may b e  pregnan t . ' 

V e r b a l  M o d i f i e r s  

There are a variety of words which may occur i n  the verb phrase . 
These modify the verbs semantically in the areas of tense or aspect , 
etc . 

The particles t u r u n g  ' future ' ,  and me ' intent ' may be used only with 
the pre sent auxiliary , while n l h i n g ' immediate past ' ,  and h u t u n g  ' im­
mediate future ' may occur only with the past auxiliary . These are 
mutually exc lusive and occur before the verb : 

i ng e g  i t u r u n g  k e r  'we wi l. l.  s ing ' 
i n go  u me b a n ga t a t a mua  

i n go k u  n i h i n g pokoso  p u k  

i n go  k u  h u t u n g  wa s u l u n g  ma n a s  

' I 'm coming t o  v i s i t  y ou ' 

'I jus t go t home ' 

'I wi l. l.  cook soon ' 

The word s i ok (o )  ' one ' i s  ubiquitous in Nissan . Occurring as a 
numeral before nouns , it also follows nouns in the> sense of 'another, 

own ' ,  and with the possessive - n a  and genitive - r  it precedes nouns 
meaning ' same ' .  Preceding verb s it has the genitive - r  and means 'bo th, 

a l. l., toge ther ' ,  semantically referring to the subject of intransitives 
and the obj ect of transitives . 

S [ r a s i no ]  
they . du .  

' I 'm afraid 

P [ h e  u ra s i ok o r  momo h ]  
may wi l. l.  bo th sick  

they wi H bo t h  be sick . ' 

S ['g i t ]  P e k e  s i o k o r  k a l e ]  O [ ta r  a po l ] L [ i i u m ]  
he a l. l.  take app l.e home 

, He took a l. l.  the app l.es home . ' 

Another word that is semantically similar i s  w a ka p ( a ) , which occurs 
in post -nominal position meaning 'a l. l., ev ery ' ,  but also follows verbs 
with the meaning ' fini s h ,  comp l. e t e l.y, a l. l. ' .  

S [ g i t ]  P e k e  I n urn  waka p a ] O [ t a r  won u n a  
h e  drink a l. l.  water 

'He drank up the boi l.ed wate r .  ' 

we l s u k ]  
h o t  
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It  is noteworthy that in spite of the apparent semantic overlap , both 
s i ok ( o )  and w a ka p ( a )  may modify the same verb in a sentence : 

S [ i ngo ] P [ k u  s i o k o r  w a - tapo l a ka  waka pa ] 
I a U  drop fin i s h  

' I  dropped a L L  the e g g s  (and broke them 

O [ t a s i r  t a g u n ]  
e gg 

a U ) . ' 

Several post-verbal directional partic le s occur . The se are l l w 

'away ' ,  t u r  ' from ' ( al so a verb , ' s tand ' ) ,  wa t u k ( a )  ' toward ' ,  and 
wah i wo ' down ' .  Commonly these words modify verb s in sentence s  which  
also contain locat ive phrases of time or  place . 

P e ke k u l o  l l u ]  
run away 

' He is running away . ' 

P e ke ta b l l a  t u r ]  S [ i on ]  L [ a n e ]  T [ n a l i wo ]  
s i t  from h e  here morning 

' He has been si t ting there a L L  morni n g .  

S [ i n g o ]  P [ u  l a  t u r ]  L [ i R e t a n ]  
I go from Buka 

'I went from Buka 

p [ u  l a  wa t u k ]  L[ I A rawa ] 
go to A rawa 

' . . .  I wen t  to Arawa . ' 

S [ g i t ] P e k e  wok t u r ]  T [ n ama r a n  u l e k ]  P e ke wa t u k a ]  T [ n a bon g ]  
h e  work from day big un ti L nigh t 

' H e  worked from noon un ti L dar k .  ' 

S [ g i t ]  P e ke l u l u h 
he jump 

' He jumped o u t  of 

V e r b  T y p e s  

w a h i wo ]  L [ toro  dok ] 
down tree 
the tree . ' 

Verbs may be classified as intransitive or transitive according to 
the construction in which they occur . 

Intransitive verbs inc lude two set s .  One set are the adj ec tive s 
which may occur with noun artic les in stative sentence s  describing 
state s ,  or with verb auxiliaries in sentences  describing change of state . 

g i t  a p e k e  ' h e  i s  b a L d ' 
g i t  e p e k e  ' he i s  g e t ting ba L d ' 

The other set of intransitives occur only with verbal auxiliarie s ,  and 
may be considered semantically ' active ' .  

a t e t l aw e t  k e  l u l u h ' th a t  b ird is fLying ' 
I n g o  u h u h u  d e d e  . . . ' I  a Lways bathe . . .  ' 
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Some t ime words occur as intransitive s ,  and here a temporal process  
rather than state seems to be  indicated . 

I n gono  ke h u t u n g  raw  ma n a s  

e b o n g  b a k  ono  

' i t  is (becoming)  evening a Lready ' 

' after i t  b e come s dark 

Transitive verbs occur in sentences  with one or more object  phrase s .  

g i t  k e  a t  t a r  b i l l n ' h e  b i t  his Lip ' 

i n g a  0 a te t a s i r  t a ma t a  s i  l a  'you know those peop L e ' 

g i t  e ma l a r a t a n e t  ' he L i k e s  him ' 

Causatives are formed from intransitive verbs with the compounded wa - .  

w a - we l s u k  t a r k u ma r a  n i t  ke  mok ' h ea t  up the L eftover kumara ' 

h u h u , w a - h u h u  'swim, ba the ' 

Rec iprocals are marked with we I before the transitive verb and i s  after­
wards . Since the obj ect is  the same as the subject it is usually 
deleted , or if pre sent doe s  not occur in the normal obj ect form . 

r a s i no k u ra we I b a n ge i s  ' they s e e  each o t her ' 

r a e m  m i ra  we I ma l a re i s  raem  'we L i k e  each other ' 

Some verb s occur in both transit ive and intransitive role s ,  but the 
obj ective article seems to be optional with obj ects  of such verbs . 

s o n g  ro  i n um 

g i t  e i n um won u n a 

i n um  t a r  wo n u n a  n i ne 

' . . .  then you may drin k ' 

' he i s  drin king water ' 

'drink t his water ' 

The benefactive word we l e h e r  may be added to an intransitive verb 
making a verb phrase that is transitive . 

i n go  r u  wo k we l e h e r  tomua 'I  wi L L  work for you ' 

u d a n g a t 0 ta t a non e me wa s u l u n g  
we l e ha r ta t a g u o  

' I  asked h e r  if s he wouLd cook 
for me ' 

As illustrated in the above sentences , the obj ect may be ' direct ' or 
' indirect ' . 

C o m p o u n d  V e r b  P h ra s e s  

There are several types of compounding which will  b e  briefly illus­
trated . It is  not pre sently c lear when each type i s  to be employed . 
In one construction the subj ect i s  deleted from what is presumably a 
second sentence with the same subj ect , and the second verb retains it s 
auxiliary : 

i n go u ma l a r a  u a n  ' I  want t o  e a t ' 
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In a second type of construction there are two verbs with a s ingle 
auxiliary : 

i n g e g  i l a  wo k 'we ' H  go (on)  working ' 

Finally the first two verbs may take the linking suffix - n g : 

u l a� ha r t a t amua  
Aux come g i v e  y o u  

' . . .  I come to g i v e  t o  y o u . ' 

a 1 0  mahoh  e t  a b a n g a� gog 
Art dog o Zd tha t Art Z oo k  hungry 
' Th a t  o Z d  dog Zoo ks  hungry . ' 

PLA C E  ANV T I M E  PHRAS ES 

Place ( 1 )  and time ( T )  phrases normally oc cur in that order immedi­
ately after the verb and it s objects , if any . 

S [ i n g o ]  P [ h e r u  l a  t u r  b a k ]  1 [ 1 A u s t ra l i a ]  T [ me b l na k ]  
I maybe go s tand vis i t  Aus tra Z ia s ome time 

' I  hop e  t o  v i s i t  Aus tra Z i a  Bome day . ' 

Many locative phrases are structurally identical to obj ect phrases with 
ta - objective marker ( or some variant of it ) and a nominal phrase , and 
thus can only be identified as to what they are by context and choice 
of words . 

P [ ra w a n ga l d e he ] S[ s l n o ]  1 [ ta r  wan  l en e ]  
Aux s tay ? they  vi Z Zage that 

' They Uve in that vi Hage . ' 

S [ i n g a ] p [o  t u r u n g  mo mo h ]  T[ t a r bon g ]  
y o u  wi H sick nigh t 

' Yo u  wi Z Z  be sick  tonigh t . ' 

Some locative phrases of place are introduced by the locative article 
fol lowed by an inherently locative noun . 

S[ i n g o ]  p [ u  ma r a n g  h u h u ]  1[ 1 t e h ] 
I Z i k e . to swim s e a  

' I  Z i k e  to swim in the sea .  ' 

S[ r a e m  me n a g  b u l o t ]  
w e  m y  husband 

P [ m l r a  t a pok l s ] 1 [ 1 Ne h a n ]  
re turn Ni ssan 

' My husband and I are going back to Ni ssan . ' 

There are some inherently locative place nouns that must be posse ssed , 
and serve a s  relational words like English prepositions : 

P [ ta b l l ]  1 [ 1 we n t l n a n l n a s l a  s i t ] 
s i t  b e tween . t h em they 

' Si t  b e tween t h em . ' 
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P [ a h l k  paho  t u r ]  L[ I wamu g u o ]  
no t no s tand fron t . of. me 

'Don 'd  s tand in fron t  of me . '  

Al so there are locative particles of place comparable to the demonstra­
tive pronoun s ,  ane ' here ' ,  and a l a  ' there ' .  These may be found with 
and without I .  

a h l k  pa h o  l a l a  a l a  
no t no go there 

'Don ' t  go there . ' 

t u r  I a l a  
s tand there 
, Stand t h ere . ' 

Two locative phrases of place may be combined in appositional phrase s .  

S [ n a  n l u  
n e s t  

I r  t e t l aw e t  
b i rd that  

g l n a h ]  L [ I r a n a ]  L [ t o ro dok ] 
? top tree 

' Th a t  b ird ' s  n e s t i s  up in this  tre e .  ' 

S[ l n g e g ] P [ I wa nga l ]  L [ I a n e ]  L [ I Neh a n ]  
we 7..i v e  h ere Nis san 

' We 7..i ve h e r e  in Ni ssan . ' 

Phrase s expre ssing time often consist of time words with or without 
article s .  Two common words of this type are d a a n ( a )  ' today ' ,  and n e r a u  

' y e s terday ' .  The following temporal nouns typically occur with the 
artic le t a r ,  l l wo ' morni ng ' ,  raw 'afterno o n ' ,  bong  ' nigh t ' .  These may 
also be prefixed with n a - ' past ' and ro - ' future ' and then occur without 
an art icle . 

I n go k u  b a n g  tomua  n a bong  

ro l l wo I n g e g  I wok 

' I  saw you 7..as t night ' 

' t omorrow we mus t  work ' 

Two t ime phrases may occur in apposition : 

n a l l wo n e r a u  'yes terday morning ' 

ro l l wo ta r raw ' tomorrow afternoo n ' 

S I M P L E  S ENTEN C ES 

Simple sentences in Ni ssan have the following general structure : 

Subject Predicate (Obj ect ( Obj ect ) )  ( Place ) ( Time ) 

The principal sub -types of simple s entences are based on verbal versus 
non-verbal predicate s .  Obj ects occur only with verbal predicate s . 
Subj ect , obj ect , place and time phrases are usually nominal phrases .  
We take as the basic type the affirmative sentence . In written form at 
least yes-or-no interrogative sentence s have the same structure , and 
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presumably are distinguished from the affirmative by features of inton­
ation , s ince the syntax is identic al . Having examined basic sentence 
types we wil l  examine passive , relative , interrogative , and negat ive 
modifications . 

N o n - v e r b a l  P r e d i c a t i o n s  

Most non-verbal sentences have only a subject and predicate ,  though 
place and time phrases are pos s ible . The model for all such predica­
tions is the basic equational sentence with a nominal phrase as predi­
cate . This  may be a noun with or without modifiers . 

S[ i n gon ] p e a  k u a h a  u l e k ]  
she  Art woman fa t 

'She i s  a fa t woman . ' 

The nominal phrase may be a possessive pronoun with article . 

S [ o  poso  ron e ] p [ o  e g uo ]  
Art banana t h i s  Art mine 

' Thi8 b anana t�ee i s  mine . ' 

S e a  t o r i k ] p e a  n a ne t ]  
Art two Art h i s  

' Two a�e h i s . ' 

In the next sentence the predicate is a nominalised sentence with deleted 
subj ect and obj e c t ,  but the deleted obj ect is the same as the subj ect of 
the non-verbal sentence .  

S [ i n go t e r e g  g o r ew ]  S[ a n i t u h a  t a r  p u h u n g  rawo t ] 
my Art Lime Art-Nom made Art bamboo 

' My Lime -box i8  made of b amb o o .  ' 

Some of the modifiers that occur in verb phrases may also occur in 
nominal predicates , and locative phrases can al so be added . 

. . .  S [ i n g o n o ]  P [ h e r a  k ua h ]  
i t  may -Art gi� L 

' . . .  i t  may b e  a gi�L ' 

S [ g i t ] p e a  t e a c h e r  b a k a ] T [ s i on ]  
s he Art teache� ? once 

'She used t o  b e  a teach e r . ' 

Stative sentences  mimic equational sentences with a predicate based 
on an art icle plus adjective , numeral , or equivalent construction . The 
predicate article agrees with any article accompanying the subject . 

S e a  ka l a n g u h u  n l ne r  l aw l awe l ] p e a  ma t a l a ]  
Art fLower thi8 ye L Low Art pre t ty 

' Th i s  y e L Low fLowe� i s  p�e t ty .  ' 
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Only rarely i s  the subj ect retracted to post-predicate position in a 
simple sentence , although this is quite common in a c lause of a complex 
sentence . 

. . .  p e a  p a r a k u k u h ]  S[ l on J  
Art difficu l t i t  

i t  i s  diffi cu l t .  ' 

Modifiers found in verb phrases are occasionally in descriptive predi­
cates : 

S[o  kuaha  s i t ] 
Art girls these 

p r o  s a s a l l k  w a ka p ]  
Art young a l l  

' Th e s e  gir ls are a l l  young . ' 

Comparat ive predicate s  may be formed by suffixing - n  to the adj ective , 
and adding t l eh e  ' s o, than, compared t o ' .  The obj ect of comparison in 
the following predicate is a nominalised sentence with deleted subject 
(which is identical to the main sentence subject ) .  

p r o  s a s a l l k l n  t i e h e  Cl ( P [ t a r h i l l w ]  L[ i k a n a k ] ) ]  
Art young t han Art leave Art away 

' ( They are ) too young to go away from home . ' 

Evidently an inalienable body-part noun cannot occur as subject with an 
adj ective predicate . Instead the pos se ssor is  the grammatical subj ect 
and the body part occurs in the predicate in composition with the 
adj ective . The adj ective has a compounding suffix -ng  or genitive - r  

preceding the noun . 

S [ g i t J  p e a  u l e k l n g  n u g u s u n ] 

S[ g i s i t ] p e a  u l e k i r  n g u s u s l a ]  

S[ g i t ] p e a  b a r a h i n g k e k en ] 

' he has a big nose ' 

' t h ey have big n o s e s ' 

'he  i s  long- legged ' 

Non-verbal predicates may centre on a quantitative word . Some of 
these are possessive expre ssions , in which the numeral or equivalent is  
linked to  a noun possessed by the subject . 

S [ i n g o ] P [ n a g  to r l k l r p u s l ]  
I my two c a t  

' I  h a v e  twa ca ts . ' 

S [ o  ma ma n g  t a ma t a  l i k ]  p e a  to r l k i r  ma t a s ]  
Art e ve ry person ? Art two their-eyes 

' Ev e ry one has two e y e s .  ' 

Both possessive and quantitative non-verbal predicates  are often 
modified by locative phrases . 

S [ i n g o ]  P [ r e g  bongo  g i ne ]  L [ t a r  n g u s u g ]  
I my p imp le this  Art my -nose 

'I have a pimp le on my nose . ' 
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S [ o  k l h J  p [ o  b u r a h  t u n J  L[ t a r wan  i en e J  
Art ra t Art many too Art vi l lage this 

' There a re too many rats i n  this vi l lage . ' 

Sometimes a subj ect phrase i s  deleted . 

p e a  t a n towon o r  t l t l a J  
Art three teacher 

L[ ta r s l k u l J  
Art 8choo l 

' ( Th ere are ) three teache rs a t  the 8choo l . ' 

V e r b a l  P red i c a t i on s  

1205  

A verbal sentence consist s minimally of a subj ect and predicate . 

S e a  t e t l aw e t J  
Art bird that 

p e k e  l u l u h J  
Aux fly 

' Th a t  b i rd i8 flying . ' 

When a verb i s  inherently transitive an obj ect  phrase must occur as 
well . 

S [ l n g o J P [ u  wa h u h u J  O [ t a n a n g  l a b a l a b a J  
I Aux wa8h Art c lo t hes your 

' I  am wa8hing your c l o th e 8 . ' 

A few verb phrases require a second , indirect  obj ect . 

S[ i n go J  p [ u  p u s a k a we l e h e r J  Ol [ ta r  l a n a J 02 [ tomua J 
I Aux c lean for Art fi 8h you 

' I ' l l  c lean a fi 8 h  for you. ' 

Locat ive phrases of place and time often follow the predicate and obj ect 
phrases . 

S[ i n g o ]  p [ u  t u r u n g we ke l u k ]  O [ toso  b u l o t l  s i t ] L [ t a r  wan  i e l a ] 
I Aux w i l l  fo l low Art me n t ho 8 e  Art vi l lage that 

' I ' l l  fo l low tho8 e men to the  next vi l lage . ' 

S[ i n g o ]  P [ k u  l a  l o t u ]  T[ d a a n ]  
I Aux go pray t oday 

' I  wen t to c hurch today . '  

S[ i n g o ]  p [ u  l a ]  L [ t a r  b u n g ] T[ t a r  w l k  l e t ]  
I Aux go Art mark e t  Art week tha t 

'I 'm  going to the mark e t  next week . ' 

Other phrases of  means and purpose are indistinguishable by structure 
from locative phrases , that is they are noun phrase s .  

S[ i n go ]  P [ k u  wa h u h u ]  O [ to ro l u g ]  
I Aux wa8h Art head-my 

[ ta r  ma r i s l n l n g p a m J  
Art medicine -of pump 

' I  wa8hed my hair w i t h  (in ) ma laria 8pray . ' 
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In simple sentences the subject is usually topicalised, i . e .  in pre­
verbal position . However when part of a more complex sentence , and 
occasionally for no apparent reason , the subject may be permuted to 
post -verbal position . 

P e k e ta b i l a  t u r J  S [ l on J  L [ a n e J T[ n a l l wo J  
Aux s i t  from h e  here morning 

' He has been s i t ting h er e  a L L  morning . ' 

With permutation to post-verbal position a personal pronoun i s  in 
secondary form, and a connective R links a verb to a post -nominal sub­
ject  ( see below p .1207) .  

I mpe r a t i ve S e n t e n ce s  

Imperative sentences are based on  the structure of simple sentences 
with second person subjec t s ,  in  which the verb has a non-past auxiliary . 
A pronominal subject is normally deleted and even the verbal auxiliary 
may be deleted , although this is by no means always the case . 

P [ an J 
e a t  

' Ea t ! '  

P [ mu me wa l on g o r o  t a t a g uo J  
you i n tend L i s t en - to me 

'Lis ten to me ! '  

P a s s i v e a n d  S i m i l a r C on s t ru c t i o n s  

Passive sentences are those in which an obj ect phrase o r  equivalent 
is given prominence , becoming in effect a passive subj ect ( Sp )  or surface 
subj ect ,  while the underlying subj ect is merely agent ( A ) . The passive 
subj ect phrase is often permuted to preverbal position , but may occur 
immediately after the verb phrase , e specially in complex sentence s .  In 
a passive subj ect phrase a noun article or personal pronoun has subj ect 
form . 

The most common type of passive sentence is one in which the under­
lying subj ect or agent is vague , an indefinite ' they ' represented only 
in the verbal auxiliary since t he agent/subject phrase is absent ; this 
type is best translated by the English passive . The verb receives a 
suffix - n  with a singular passive subj ect , - s  with a plural passive 
subject , or - g  under unknown conditions . 2 

Active 
S [ o  

Art 
t a ma t a J P [ r a 

Aux 
k e p J  O [ ta r k u a ha J L [ I 

�t �t 
' Peop L e  tak e  the gir L  to the beaah.  ' 

t e h J 
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Pas s ive 
Sp [ a  k u a h a ]  P [ ra  k e p i n ]  L [ i t e h ] . . .  

Art girl Aux taken Art beaah 

' The gir l  is taken (by "the m " )  to the beaah 

Sp [ o  t a ma t a  w a k a pa ] P [ ka k i l o s ]  L [ t o r o  a n ]  
Art p e op l e  a l l  Aux aa l l ed Art feas t  

' Everyone has b e e n  invited t o  the feas t .  ' 

When a noun occurs as passive subj ect in post -verbal position , as it 
may do , particularly in subordinate c lauses , the connec tive R ( see 
p .1182 above ) links verb to subject as in active sentences . 

Sp [ a  t ra c to r ]  P [ ka 
Art traa tor Aux 

� traa tor was bought 
"them ") . ' 

b u l awa n ]  Cl ( P [ ma ra  t u h a n  i r ] Sp [ l e l ] )  
bough t s o - Aux bui l t  R road 

(by "them ") s o  a road aou ld b e  bui l t  (by 

L [ t e ]  
there 

P [ r a  w a mwamoko g ]  Sp e ro s o s o p e n  d o h a  a n ] 
Aux kept R-Art sauaepans and food 

' Th ere t h e  s auaepans and food are  kept  (by "the m " ) . '  

Several more sentences  of  this type are found in Text s III and IV . 
The verbs k u l o  ' say ' and k i l o  ' aa l l ,  name ' do not always take a 

nominal obj ect as such ,  but can be accompanied by a complement sentence , 
the subject  of which can become the passive subj ect of the main verb . 

Sp [ a  u m  o no ]  P [ ra k l l o n ] Cl ( P [ a  h a u s  k u k ] )  
Art bui lding this Art aal led Art aook - house 

' Th i s  bui lding is  aa l le d  (by "the m " )  a aook hous e .  ' 

. . .  Sp [ i n g on o ]  P [ ra 
she Aux 

s h e  is said (by 

k u l e n ]  Cl ( P [ k e  h o h owo k e p ]  O [ me b u l o t ] )  
said Aux s l e ep w i t h  a man 
"the m " )  to have s le p t  w i t h  a man . ' 

In the interrogative sentence s  that follow , the logical obj ect of 
the verb i s  a nominal phrase containing an interrogative word , so the 
phrase is permuted to sentence-initial position , and the sentence becomes 
passive automatically . 

Sp [ me a n  hawa ] 
s ome foo d  what  

' Wh a t  k i nd of foo d  

P [ ro ma r a n g  a n l g ]  A [ l a ]  
R-Aux wan t - to e a t  y o u  

d o  y o u  wan t to e a t ? ' 

Sp [ a  tow i h a r  ha n g a ] P [ ka poka  w a h l wo s ]  
Art how-many names Aux wri t t e n  down 

' How many names were wri t te n  down (by "the m " ) ? '  

Note the underlying subj ect or agent phrase may be retained , but in 
post-verbal position , and when it is  a vague third person it is  deleted 
altogether and represented only >by the verb auxiliary . 
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Apparently passive , yet somewhat different i s  the following sen­
tence . 

Sp [ l n g o J  p e ke e t l r J  
I Aux b i t e -R 

A [ h i l a n g a J  
aen tipede 

?L[ to ro wa rwa rog J 
Art my -ahe s t  

' I  was b i t ten on  t h e  ahe s t  b y  a aen tipede . ' 

Here the logical subject or agent is not deleted but is in post-verbal 
position and the connective R occurs as a verbal suffix . But although 
the pronominal obj ect is topicalised as a passive subj ect there is no 
verbal suffix to agree with it . No other examples of this particular 
kind are found in the data , and this along with other puzzles should 
motivate further detailed field study . 

Another passive-like construction involve s the word kae - ' b e ,  exi s t ' ,  

which occurs with the same suffixes as a passive verb , but it doe s not 
have an auxiliary , nor does it occur like a verb in any other context . 
The suffixes - n , - s ,  - g  presumably agree with the apparent subj ect of 
the sentence ,  but the basis of  agreement i s  not at all c lear , as can be 
seen from the following example s .  

P [ k a e n J S [ monomo t a u n a m  l a J  
b e  a mosqui to -ne t your 

' Do you have a mosqui to n e t ? ' 

S e a  d a n  uma J 
Art few hous es  

P [ k a e g J  L [ i 1 0 1 0n J  
b e  Art b u s h  

' Th ere a r e  a few h ous es  in t h e  b us h .  ' 

P [ ka e s J  S [mo n o n g  u t  l a J  
b e  some liae your 

' Do you have liae ? '  

P [ ka e g J  S [ me s u l s a n a J L[ ta r t o r  ene J 
b e  s ome mountai ns Art i s land this  

'Are there any mountains on this i s land ? ' 

P [ ka e g J  S [ me n g  k u ma l l n g wa b u l aw a J  
b e  s ome kumara - to we l l  your 

' Have  you any swe e t -po ta t o e s  to s e Z Z ? ' 

Re l a t i v i s a t i o n 

There is little consistent evidence for relative constructions . In 
some case s g e - i s  prefixed to the past verb auxiliary , but r - is  prefixed 
to the non-past auxiliary ( as in many subordinate c lause constructions ) .  
A relativised subj ect or obj ect phrase precedes the balance of the 
sentence which modifies it , and when the relativisation centres in the 
object  the predicate becomes passive . 
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S e a  h u e t  Cl ( P [ ge k e  d u r a J O [ b a n i s J ) J  p e a  n o g u o J  
Art p i g  Aux bre ak fena e  Art mine 

' The  pig tha t broke the fenae is  mine . ' 

S e a  t a ma t a  Cl ( P [ ge k a  k u s e J )  
Art man Aux arre s ted 

p e k e  l a J  L [ t a r  ka r a b u s J  
Aux go Art jai t 

' The  man who was arre s ted . (by  "them " )  has gon e  to jai t . ' 

1209 

Note in the passive construction above the verb k u s e  evidently lacks 
the suffix of agreement with the passive subject . Nothing is prefixed 
to the verbal auxiliary in the relative c lause of the following sen­
tence . 

S [ i n go J  p [ u  a t e ]  O [ t a r I n e t e  Cl ( P [ ko g a t a ]  S [ i a ] ) ]  
I Aux know Art thing Aux do you 

' I  k now what you have done . ' 

Relativisation may centre about a noun of a locative place or time 
phrase . The locative phrase occurs first with the remainder of the 
sentence modifying it as a c lause . In the next examples the verb in 
the clause has a suffix -n  as in passive sentences  and r - i s  prefixed 
to the auxiliary . 

. . .  L [ t a r uma 
Art hous e 

Cl ( P [ r e  w a n go l l n  I r ] S [ k ua h J ) ]  
Aux t i v e  R gir t 

' . . .  in the hous e the gir t  Lives i n .  ' 

. . .  T[ t a r b i n a k a  Cl ( P [ re b e l a n 
Art time Aux mens trua te 

' . . .  when the gir t menstruates . '  

N e g a t i v e  S e n t en c e s  

i r J S [ k u a h ] ) ]  
R gir t  

In most negated sentences a h l k  precedes the predicate and p a h  com­
bine s with the general article of the predicate nominal or with the 
auxiliary of the verb . 

S[ i n ga J [ a h i k J P [ paha  ma t a i a J  
you no t Art pre t ty 

' You are no t pre t ty .  ' 

S[ i n go J  [ a h i k J P [ pa h u  ma r a n g t a b l l J  
I n o t  Aux wan t - to s i t  

' I  don ' t  wan t t o  s i t . ' 

Secondary subject  pronouns occur after a h i k  instead of after the verb , 
or they may be deleted . 

. . .  [ te ma e n e J  [ a h l k J S [ l o J  P [ p a h u  gog J 
that w hy no t I Aux hungry 

' . . .  that ' s  why I 'm no t hungry . ' 
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. . .  [ a h i k ] S[ i a ]  P [ p a ho wa l a s i ro ] 
no t you Aux he Zp 

' . . .  you don ' t  need to he Zp . ' 

Imperatives are formed in the same way , with subject pronoun usually 
deleted . Auxiliaries however are not deleted in prohibitive sentence s .  

[ a h i k ] 
don ' t  

' Don ' t  

P [ pa ho wap u n g a ] 
Aux drop 

drop t h e  baby ! ' 

D [ ta r  g u a m ]  
Art baby 

[ a h i k ] P [ pa h i  wo k ]  T[ ro l i wo ]  
no t Aux work t omorrow 

' Le t ' s no t work tomorrow . ' 

Certain verb modifiers may be permuted to preverbal positions , 
immediately after a h i k  . 

. . .  [ a h i k  man a s a ] P [ p a h e  wo k ]  
no t now Aux work 

' . . .  she  doesn ' t  work any more . ' 

S[ g i t ] [ a h i k  t u n ]  P [ pa he r l d r i d ] 
s he no t ever Aux read 

'She never reads . ' 

The dubitative part icle h e r , normally accompanying the predicate artic le 
or auxiliary , instead precedes the negators in the following sentence . 

[ h e r  a h l k  puk ] P [ paho  ma ta  h o h owon t i e h e ]  
maybe n o t  jus t Aux ? s Le e p  s o  

'Maybe y o u  are no t s Le epy enough . ' 

Negative a h i k  may occur like a numeral before the subject noun with 
connective R as in the following non-verbal sentence . 

S [ a h i k l r  won u n a ]  P [ p a ha b u ra h ]  L[ t a r t a n g ]  
n o t  water Art muah Art we Z Z  

' There isn ' t  muah wa ter i n  the we Z Z . ' 

The negator p a h  does not occur with the indefinite article me in the 
following non-verbal sentence s ;  a h i k  is part of the nominal phrase . 

P [ a h i k  dehe  me won u n a n g  i n u m ]  
no t ? s ome wa ter- to drink 

' Th er e  isn ' t  any wa ter to drink . '  

L [ t a r  wa s u l u n g ] P [ a h i k  me l n e t e  b u b u ra h ]  
Art aooking no t s ome thing much 

' There i sn ' t  muah ( to say ) about aooking . ' 
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I n t e r r o g a t i v e S e n t e n c e s  

The basic interrogative words are haw ( a ) (�  hapa ) 'what ' ,  h l n i a  

'whic h ' ,  tow i h ( a )  ' how many ' ,  rna ( � mae ) 'who ' ,  maene  (� mae t )  ' w hy ' ,  

i a  'where ' ,  and ma n g i h (a )  'when ' .  An interrogat ive phrase is  permuted 
to sentence-initial position , while a non-interrogative subj ect phrase 
occurs post -verbally and r - is  prefixed to a non-past auxiliary . 

Sp [ a  uma hawa ] P [ ro w a n g a l l ]  A[ i a ]  
Art hous e wha t Aux L i v e -in y ou 

' Wh a t  kind of house do you Live i n ? ' 

Sp [ a  hawa ] P [ ro wan i o ]  A [ i a ]  
Art wha t Aux Laugh you 

' Wha t are you Laughing a t ? ' ( note no suffix on verb , see p .1207 ) 

Sp [ h i n i a  ro we i h i r e ]  
what Art Language 

P [ ro we i h i re ]  A [ i a ]  
Aux speak you 

' Wha t Language do you speak ? ' 

Sp [ h a pa ] p e k e  k u l o  pa ] S[ i n g on ] 
wha t Aux say ? he  

' What did he  s ay ? ' (note primary pronoun in post-verbal position ) 

p e a  n a n g  ma e r ]  S C u m e n e ]  
Art hi s who house this 

' Whose i s  this house ? '  

p e a  
Art 

' Wh a t  

te t i awa haw]  S[ e l a ]  
bird wha t tha t 
kind of b ird is tha t ? ' 

P [ rong  tow i ha ro k r i sma s ]  
your how-many Art y ear 

'How o Ld are y ou ? ' 

p e k e  
Aux 

haw]  
wha t - did 

S [ o n ] 
he 

' Wh a t  happened ( to him) ? '  

L ( P ) [ i a ]  
where 

S [ n a n g  wan f a ]  
Art hous e your 

' Where is y o ur hous e ? ' 

L[ l a ]  
where 

P [ k a e n  I r ] S [ n a n o n ] 
b e  R h i s  

' Wh er e  is hi s ? ' or ' Wh ich i s  h is ? ' 

L [  I a ]  
where 

P [ r e  l a r ]  S [ l e l  e n e ]  
Aux go -R road this  

' Where does  this  road go ? '  
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T [ ma n g l h ] P [ r e t a p o k l s l  me r ]  
when Aux re turn back - R  

' When does t h e  b o a t  come back ? ' 

[ ma e t ]  P [ a n l ba n l s l r  l l m an  o n ]  
why Art b andaged arm his 

' Why is  his arm b andaged? ' 

[ ma e n e ]  P [ re l a ]  S [on ] 
why Aux go he  

' Why is  he going ? ' 

COMPLEX S ENTENC ES 

S [ po r a u ]  
boat 

We turn now to some examples of more complex Nis san sentences , 
e s sentially those that contain more than one verb . 

Co-ordinative sentences  consist of two independent sentences  linked 
by a conjunction d o h  ' and ' ,  bo ' bu t ' ,  or we ' or ' .  

[ I n g o  k u  we l t u pa r  t a n g  ta t a h l m u 1 1 k l a  n a l l wo ]  doh  [ k l ra 
I me t your . bro ther sma Z Z  you morning and we 

we l wa ta t  ta t a m u a ] 
ta Zked about . you 

' I  me t your b ro ther this morning and we ta Zked abou t  you . ' 

[0  l a n a  ra u n g a  
fis h  brea the 

he  t a r  ka l o g l g ] 
our . Zungs 

he t a r  l e l e t e s l a ]  bo [ i n g e g  i r  t a ma t 
gi Z Zs b u t  we humans 

u n g a  
breathe 

' Fi s h  breathe through gi Z Z s ,  but  we humans brea the with Zungs . ' 

Sentences  with a subordinate c lause added to an independent sentence 
typic ally inc lude a prefix added to the auxiliary of the verb in the 
subordinate clause , which may also be introduced by a separate conjunc ­
tion . When a subj ect i s  a noun it follows the verb with connective R 
between , and when it is  a personal pronoun it normally occurs in 
secondary form . 

Subordinate clauses of condition are introduced by ge . When the 
verb is  not negated the condit ional marker is prefixed to the verb 
auxiliary , with g e r - before the bound form and g e - before the past form 
which already has a prefix k - . Subjects must follow the verb , and if 
pronominal they are in secondary form or even deleted . 

[ ge k u  w a - ma h l n g 1 0  tomu a ] I n go u we l d o l omo t u n  
i f  hur t I you I sorry very 

' If I hurt you, I 'm v ery s orry . ' 
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[ geko  ka l e  I n ga  t e n a g  ma n l  o J  I n ga 0 h i r e 
if take you my money my you way 

' If you took my money, I wan t you to confes s .  ' 

[ g e ro boha to g u o J  I n go u t u pa ra  wom t o ro ma n 
if Z i e  me I find . o u t  ? truth 

' If you are Zying to me , I ' Z Z  find out the  tru th s o o n . ' 

As usual verbs take the suffix - r  when followed by a noun subject . 

[ ge ra gogo r k e ke t i k J  . • .  
if hungry chi Z dren 

' If the chi Zdren are hungry 

[ g e r e  e t i r  1 0  toguo J i n go u ha l l t  pos t a n o n  
i f  b i t e  dog me I h i t  ki Z Z  him 

' If t he dog b i t e s  me , I ' Z Z ki Z Z  him . ' 

1213  

Negat ive conditional c lause s are introduced by g e  a h l k  with p a h  before 
the verbal auxiliary . The pah  occurs independently before the past 
form of the auxiliary , but is prefixed to the bound form . A pronominal 
subj ect occurs j ust after a h l k ,  in secondary form ( rather than post­
verbally as might have been expected ) :  

[ ge a h i k  l a  p a h o  wo k J  
if no t you no t work 

I n go a h i k  p a h u  b u l awa  tomua 
I no t no t pay you 

' If you don ' t  work,  I won ' t  pay y ou . ' 

Subordinate c lauses introduced by ge t - ' a fter, w he n ' ,  which i s  pre­
fixed to the bound form of the auxiliary , may occur initially or finally 
in a sentence .  Nominal subjects must follow the verb and pronominal 
subj ects are sometimes in primary form, but usually are in secondary 
form or even deleted . 

a n  [ g e t e  mamawa r e n g  a n  l a J  
ea t since c o Zd your foo d  your 
' Ea t, your food is ge t ting c o Zd .  ' 

u t u r u n g  g a t a we l ko t wom 1 0  
w i L Z  h e Lp ? I 

' I ' L L  he Lp ( y o u )  after I 've 

[ g e t u  d e l wakapa  ta r to l a h J  
when make fi nis h  b a s k e t  

finished making this  baske t .  ' 

As expected , when a noun occurs as post -verbal subj ect the verb has an 
- r  suffix .  

[ g e t e  ma t e r  dok i n l ne J  koho  t a r  koko  
after di e p Zant this  dig . up yam 

'After these p Lants di e dig up the y ams . I 

[ g e t e  we l s u k u r  p l s a r J  t a b l l a  t a r  momo l ow l n  
when ho t sun s i t  s hade 

' When the sun ge t s  h o t ,  s i t  i n  the s hade . I 
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It is difficult to discern a difference between ge t - and some occur­
rence s  of g e - � ge r - . 

[ ge r u wa - h u h u  waka pa ] i n go  t a r  l a ba l a b 
when wash fini s h  I c lo thes 

' When I finished was hing t h e  c lo t h e s  

[ g e t u  l a  I n go  ta r s i s l okon g w l k ]  . . •  
when go I one week 

' Whenever I go for one we e k  

The combination g e t  a h i k  'withou t ' i s  recorded with a noun phrase 
following , forming a modifying phrase : 

a h i k  pa h u  toko t to ro poso  
no t no t cut  banana 

[ ge t  a h i k  mo i a b ]  
with no t a knife 

, I can ' t  cut down the banana tree without a knife . ' 

[ g e t  a h i k  me won u n a n g  i n u m ]  I n g e g  i ma t 
wi th o u t  s ome water.  to drink we die 

' Wi thout water to drink we would soon di e .  ' 

There are some sentence s  in which ge t - appears to function exactly like 
ge with the negative : 

t i  l a  t u r u ng a n  t e r e g i 
let 's soon e a t  our 

n i a n 
food 

[ g e t  a h i k  i on o  pahe  pokos l wa l a h u r ]  
i f  no t he no t arrive s o on 

' Le t 's e a t  our food if he doe sn ' t  arrive soon. ' 

Clauses of purpose are formed with ma r - ' to,  in order to ' which 
prefixes to the bound form of the auxiliary . 

u ra  d amdam  t a  r k e k e s  [ma  re d e l awan ] 
'Lick the i r .  fur s o . i t  c le an 

' They 'Lick their fur to make i t  c l e a n .  , 

b a n ga ko 1 l o l on a  [ma ro b a n g  h u a  r a  t a  r won u n ]  
look ? down . i t  s o . you see wa ter 
'Lo o k  down and you wi l l  s e e  water a t  the b o t tom. , 

Complement clauses are formed with ma t - ' t o ' .  These may occur with 
the main verb ma h a  'wish,  wan t ' .  

u ma h a  t u n  [ ma t u  l u l u ] 
wish very that . I  fly 

' I  wi sh I cou ld fly . ' 

These c lauses also occur with the verbs d e  'refus e ' ,  and u t  'forbid ' .  
With d e  the subj ect of the complement c lause i s  the same as the subj ect 
of the main verb . 

9 i s i t 
they 
' They 

k a  de [ ma ta  h e l i p  ta t a g uo ]  
refuse to he lp me 

refused to he lp me . ' 
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Mona refu s e  
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[ ma te p 1 1  a i ] 
to p �ay 

'Mona doe s n ' t  want to p �ay . ' 
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With ut  the ( surface )  object  of the main verb is the logical subj ect 
of the complement c lause ( due to subj ect rai sing ) . 

g i t  k e  u t  t a s i r  k e k e t i k  [ ma t a  p l l a l  t a r  h u e n ]  
she  forbid c hi �dren t o  p �ay rain 

' She  fo rbid the chi �dren to p �ay in  the rai n . ' 

i n go  t a n g  t a t a h i g u  l i k e u t  t o g uo [ ma t u p i l a i  t a g u  t a n e t ]  
I my . bro ther forbid me to p �ay ? him 

'My bro ther has forbidden me to p �ay with him . ' 

Subordinate c lauses initiated with  song  ' and then, b e fore ' occur 
after independent sentences and clauses . The auxiliary of the verb in 
the subordinate c lause has an r - prefix , and subj ect nominals follow 
the verb unles s  deleted . 

i n go  u ma l a r a u r i d  wa k a p a  b a k a  toro  bok  rone  [ so n g  ru  h e r  
I wan t read finish ? book  this b e fore I give 

tomu a ] 
you 

' I  wan t to finish reading t h i s  book before I give i t  to you . ' 

[ ge re h u l  w a k a p  o n ]  
when p e e � fi nish s he 
we l s u k ]  
h o t  

e w a h u h u  [ s o n g  r e  wamoko l a  t a r  pa l awa  
was h  t h e n  put  g o  on stone 

' When s h e  finishes  pee �ing, s he wi � �  was h  them and put t h em o n  
h o t  s t on e s . ' 

Somewhat similar are subordinate clauses  with k a r - 'and then ' pre ­
fixed to the auxiliary . 

a b u l o t  k e  h a l u h 
man 

' The  man 

[ i n g o  k u  
I 
hohow ]  
to-s �eep 

h i t  
h i t  the 

wa l a  a n  
fee d  

t a r  

dog 

ta r 

1 0  [ ka r e  1 a ]  
dog and wen t  
and wen t .  , 

k e k e t i k  i e t ]  doh  [ k u  wa h u h u ]  [ k a r u  
chi Ld tha t and was h then 

' I  fed t h e  chi �d, then ba thed him and p u t  him to s �e e p .  ' 

wa 
put 

These examples of subordinate clauses by no means exhaust  the types 
found in Ni ssan , but are representative . Subtle differences  in meaning 
can only be understood by more exhaustive research . It is hoped that 
this introductory survey will  at least stimulate further study . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  The data on Nissan has been provided by Magdalene Kelesin (now 
Mrs John Wakaria )  who was working in Panguna , Bougainville , when con­
tacted in 1975 . Although we have not met personally we have corre s­
ponded from time to time since then . She has translated some 2000 
Engli sh sentence s  and written a few notes  on island culture which she 
then translated into Engli sh ( see Appendix A ) . 

During the course of the academic year 1 9 7 6 -77 I had the pleasure 
of working on the Nis san data with an advanced undergraduate student , 
Lorna A .  MacDonald . Many of the aspects of grammar discussed herein 
were described in a series of term reports that she prepared . Although 
I have made many changes and additions ,  I am indebted to her for the 
contribution she has made to my understanding of this language . 

2 .  The suffix -9 seems mo st often associated with edible nouns , but 
since this is not always the case , and since our data are very limited , 
the correct usage cannot be confidently determined . 
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A P PENV I X  A 

Texts 

These text s were written in Ni s san by Magdalene Kelesin .  I have 
provided an interlinear translation for words that have been identified 
with reasonable confidence . Articles and auxiliarie s are not tran slated . 
The full sentence translation is  that provided by the native -speaker \ 
and may inc lude some information not given in the Ni ssan original . 

I WAN 
' THE VILLAGE ' 

1 .  i n go  n a g  wan  i Tapon g a l e t o ka t a r  t o t o ro 1 1 k e 

2 .  

I my vi l lage Art Taponga l Aux located Art i 8 land l i t t le Aux 
toka  wa h u h u t  t a r  t o r o  u l e k I N e h a n . 
loca ted near Art i 8 l and big Art Ni8 8 a n  
' I  c o m e  from Tapongal v i l l age , 8 it ua ted on a l i t t l e  i 8 land j U 8 t  

lying b e 8 ide t h e  main i 8 land. 

t e r  pekono  p u k  k e  h u a  b u l u t  t a r  g l omehe r h u a  m a e n e  a h l k  I r h u a  
mangrove only thick Art o th e r  why n o t  

pa  r r a  b a  pa ro kon . 

Mangro v e 8  h a v e  grown 80 thick tha t we hardly no tice t h e  pa88age on 

the other end of t h e  i 8 land. 

3 .  t a r  wa n a s l o kor  h a n g a u l d o h  a t owo n o r  f am i l y  u ra wa n g a l .  
Art v i l lage Art one ten and Art thre e fami l i e 8  Aux Z i v e  
In t h e  vi l lage t h e r e  a r e  a bo u t  thirteen fami l i e 8 . 

4 .  g i t i e  s i o n 0 t ama t a  r a  s l o kor  wa ng a l t a r  s l okor  w a n  pu k .  
once Art people  Aux toge ther lived Art one v i Z lage on ly 

In the pa8t a l l  t h e 8 e  fami l i e8 lived in a big vi l lage . 

5 .  b o  g i n e d a a n  g l s l no ka wa n g a l p a k p a ka h .  r a  wa n g a l wa h u h u t 
but t h e 8 e  day 8 they Aux l i v e  separa te ly Aux live  near 

ton050  i om ,  r a  kaweke  t a s l r  h ue t  g e t a  l e k a  to re  1 0m .  
their gardens Aux l o o k - after Art pig8 8 0 - they g e t - i n  Art garden 

1 2 1 7  
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Nowadays howev er they 've  a L L  L i v ed i n  sma L L  v i L Lages aacording t o  

fami L i e s ,  t h e y  L i v e  mai n Ly n e a r  t h e i r  gardens to L o o k  after t hem 

L e s t  pigs go in and ea t up a L L  the foo d .  

6 .  I T a pon g a l a 2 0 0  y d s  l l u p u k  I t e h . 
Art Taponga L Art away just Art sea 

Tap o ngaL t h e  main vi L Lage i s  about  200  or so  yards away from t h e  

b e aa h .  

7 .  to re w e l h l r e 0 T a p on g a l d o h o  T o r o h a t a p ,  0 T a n a h e r a n  d o h o  
i t s  Language Art Taponga L and-Art Toroha tap Art Tanaheran and-Art 

Ku l i s n o s o  s l o ko ro 
Ku L i s  t heir same Art 

k a l n  w e l h i re .  
Language 

The dia L e a t  spoken i n  Tap o nga L aov ers about three o t h er v i L Lage s ,  

Toroha tap, Tanaheran, a nd Ku L i s . 

8 .  0 Y a t c h l bo l  nose  
Art Ya tchib o L  t he i r  

k a i n  we i h i r e s l ok . 
L anguag e one 

The Ya tahib o L  peop L e  have a dia L e a t  of their own . 

9 . 0 T a n a ma l l t  mes  i r  Ma p l r i  no so s l o k .  
Art Tanama L i t  and Mapiri their one 
Tanama L i t  and Mapiri have one . 

1 0 .  0 L i hon  d o h o  P o r i wo n  d o h o  S i a k en d o h o n  S l a r  d o h o  B a l i l  
Art Lihon and-Art Poriwon and-Art Siaken and-Art Siar and-Art Ba L i L  
d o h o  S i r o t  n o s e  ka i n  w e l h i r e s i o k . 
and Sir o t  their L anguage one 
Lihon, Poriwon,  Sia ken, Sa Lipen (omitted ) ,  Siar and Ba L i Li  and Siro t 

speak the s ame dia L e a t .  

11 . 0 G e r e i  g i s i n o n o s l a  s l o ko pon . 
Art Gerei they t heirs one too 

The Gerei peop L e  a L so have a differe n t  dia L e a t  of t he ir own . 

1 2 . 0 P i n e p i r  g i s i no n o s o  we l h i r e s l o ko t u n  pon . 
Art Pinep e L  they t he ir L anguage one v ery too 
As for Pinep e L ,  they speak a t o ta L Ly different Language .  

1 3 .  0 b u r a h  I r  b u l o t doho  k u a h a  k a l a n r a  t e l e t o ro we l h i r e n g  
Art many o f  m e n  and women young Aux no t -k now Art Language -of 

P i n e p i r .  
Pinepe Z  

Many o f  the young peop L e  don ' t  know the Pinepe L Language (on Ly the 
o Ld p eop L e  aan speak and understand i t ) . 

14 . b os i r  P l n e p l r  r a  we l h i re pono t o ro w e l h l r e n g  t a r t o ro u l e k .  
bu t - they Pinep e L  Aux speak to o Art Language-of Aux i s Land big 
Bu t the Pinepe L  peop L e  aan speak and unders tand the L anguage ( s )  of 
the b ig i s Land . 
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15 . G l n e r  b u ra h  p a  r mama ng  w e I  h i re I i  k 0 t a ma ta  r a  w e I  
t h e s e  many ? e very l anguage H tH e  Art people  Aux each -o t he r  
l o n g o r  p a ro k e s  ra  w e l h l r e pa . 
hear ? Aux speak ? 
Despi t e  t h e  n umber of differ e n t  dia l e c t s  8poken on t he main i 8 l and 
they ' re a H  8poken and unders tood by t h e  people  of the i 8 land.  ' 

II UM 
' BUILDINGS ' 

1 .  0 u ma 
Art hou 8 e 8  

g i n i no a n i t u h a  t a r  d o k i n g l o l on a  k u ku 
Art -Pas s ive make Art (ma teri a l )  b u s h  (roof) 

ra  kokopon t a r  kama n g  
Aux covered Art leaf 

i a t o u . 
8ago 

i a t ou , 
sago 

ra s u s u k i g  t a r u s l r i n  ar kama n a n a  
Aux sewn Art midrib leaf-of 

' Houses  are made of bU8h ma t eri a l ,  the ro of i 8  made of 8ago l e a v e 8  

s ewn t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  midrib of a 8ago leaf. 

2 .  t a n a m i um  am  a to l l ma r  t i n  m e n a n a  ta r t l n e n g  ta b l l .  
Art hou s e  our Art fiv e  room8 Art room-for 8 i t  

Our hou8 e h a s  fiv e room8 inc luding a 8i t t ing-room . 

3 .  i n g a m  nam l u m a n g  we s u l u n g  s l ok e tok  1 ko t .  
we hou 8 e-for cook one Aux l oca ted on ground 
We have a cooking hou8e;  it has an ear t h  fl oor . 

4 .  a um  ono  ra k i l o n  a h a u s  k u k .  
Art hou8 e  thi8 Aux c a l l e d  Art hou8e cook 
It i s  known a 8  a coo k - hous e .  

5 .  t e ra wamwamo kog r o  s o s o p e n  d o h a  a n . 
there-Aux kep t  Art saucepan and food 
There coo king u tensi l 8  and food i8 kep t .  

6 .  b o  uma n g  hohow l n gon  a p a r a n d a . 
and hous e -for 8 l ee p  i t  Art v eranda 
A nd the s l e eping room is a v eranda . 

7 .  i l uma t a r  u m  l n ga  0 t u pa r a t a r  wa t doh  a t ewo l doh  a 
Art in8ide Art hou8 e  yon Aux find Art bed and Art tab l e  and Art 
s i a  a n i  t u ha t a r  d o k . 
chair Art -Pa s s ive mak e  Art wood 
Ins i de the hous e you wi l l  find beds, tab le 8 ,  and chair 8 ,  made of 
woo d .  

8 .  a i n e t eng  r l k i n  doh  a l a ba b a n g  l oh d o h a  l n l ne te 
Art thing-fo r  l i e -down and Art c lo t h-for dres 8  and-Art thing 
I i  k e 
H t He Aux 

moko pon . 
too 
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You can a L s o  find bedding, c Lo thing, and o ther L i t t L e  t hings used 

from day to day . ' 

III  A KAL E K I NA L E  D O HA N I A N  
' WORK A ND FOOD ' 

1 .  i N e h a n  a mamang  a n  p a r e  a pos , kuma l koko  
in Ni ssan Art a L L -k inds food Art banana swe e t -po ta toe s yam 

hon kon  me l e n pamk e n , a k u en ba r i o  a k e ta m , a l o h 
taro corn wa t erme Lon pumpkin Art coconut peanuts 

doh  a mamang  k a e n  d o k  re wawa . 
and e v ery tree Aux bear -frui t 

' In Ni ssan there are many kinds of fo od such as banana s ,  swe e t ­

po ta toe s ,  yams, taros , corn, watermeLons,  pump kins {p eanu ts,  
t apioca } coconut, breadfrui t, c h e s tnut,  gaLip nut and other frui t­

b earing tre e s . 

2 .  I l o l o n a h i k  p a h a  b u l b u l u t u na n  t i eh a i o n e n a n  d o h  a p a pa l awa n .  
Art jung L e  no t Art thick so  Art sandy and Art s tony 

The jung Le is no t so thick, and i t ' s  mo s t Ly sandy and s tony . 

3 .  0 
Art 

i om 0 u l e k r a  b a n l s i g ma r a  h i k  i r  h u e t  p a h  r a  l e k .  
garden Art big Aux fenced so -Aux not pig Aux go-in 

{ We hav e }  big garden s fenced to keep pigs {and o t her anima L s }  from 

ge t ting in . 

4 .  t a r wek l h ,  0 tama t a h i k  pah  r a  
Art fis hing Art peop Le no t Aux 

we k i h  t a r  mam a n g  
fis h  Art e v ery 

b i n a ka 1 1 k . 
time t i t H e  

A s  for fis hing, p e o p L e  don ' t  fi s h  a n  the time . 

5 .  t a r  S u n d a y  t e r  r a  wek l h  n oma n a r  t a ma t a  g e t a  
Art Sunday Aux fi sh peop L e  when -Aux 

l o t u  wa k a p a  ba k .  
pray fini s h  

Peop L e  usua L Ly g o  fi shing on Sunday s afte r  church . 

6 .  t a r  wok 0 
Art work Art 

b u l o t doh  0 k u a h  a na s i  s l o kona r wok r a  
men and Art women Art their one work Aux 

g a t a g . 
done 

As for work, men and women have just abou t the same s o r t  of work 
to do . ' 

IV W E S U L U N G  
' COOKING ' 

1 .  t a r  w e s u l u n g  a h l k  m e  l n e t e  b u b u r a h . 
Art cook ing no t a thing much 
' There ' s  no t hing much { to say } about cooking . 

2 .  i N e h a n  d o h  t e r  we s u l u n g  p u k  ompa t a r  sosopen  t o re h u e .  
Art Nissan and Art coo king o n L y  Art saucepan Art fire 
In Ni ssan cooking i s  main Ly i n  a saucepan on an open fire . 
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3 .  te g e to n l a n t u n  ra g u a t  a n  song  r a  hop i g  I r  n l a n t a r  p a l awa 
when feas t too Aux fea s t  t hen baked food Art stone 

we 1 s u k .  
ho t 

When there i s  a fea s t  to b e  h e Z d  (aooking grea t  varie t y )  the food 
is  baked on hea ted s tone s (aovered with Zeaves ) .  

4 .  t a r  b i n a ka n g  hop  0 g l s l a meh e r  k u a h a  r a  h u i  t a r  a n  doh  0 
Art time-of bake Art some-of women Aux p e e Z  Art food and Art 
g i s i a me h e  ra h u l u n g  t a r  hop . 
o thers Aux fire -up Art ear th-oven 

During t h e  aooking some women p e e Z food whiZe  o thers mak e  fire to 

heat the s to ne s .  

5 .  a 
Art 

p e n  a r  kaman  d o k  a nos i a  
? R Z e af tree Art theirs 

t a n l ka ro k u k u a h a  1 1 k .  
? Art gir Zs  young 

Leaves from t h e  bush are usua Z Zy ao Z Ze a t e d  by y oung gir Z s .  

6 .  g e t e  we l s u k  u r  pa l aw doh  ke  l omoh o r  hop  song  r a  
when -Aux h o t  R s tone and Aux die -down oven then Aux 
k i h a n g a g  I r a n  ka  r a  kokopon l r  hop . 
p Zaaed-on- top R food Aux aovered o v e n  
When the s tone s are hea ted and the fire di ed down, then the food 
i s  p Zaaed o n  top of the s tone s and then aovered by Z e av e s .  

7 .  a p u h p u h u n  d o k  ra  t a o nog  t a r  hop  ma r a h l k l r  k ama n 

8 .  

9 .  

Art (few-pieae s )  tree Aux p u t -o n - top Art oven so - th a t  no t Zeaf 
dok pa h e  p u n g a  we ma r a  h i k i r  h u e t  we 0 h a wa p a h  r a  a n .  
tree Aux fa Z Z -off or so - tha t no t pig or Art what Z e s t  Aux e a t  
A few p i e a e s  of wood a r e  p u t  o n  top of the o v en t o  k eep t h e  Zeaves  
i n  p Zaae o r  so tha t pigs o r  o th e r  anima Zs  aanno t (get in and)  e a t  
them.  

a hop  e ra kopo pa r e  a to l l ma  
Art o v en stays unti Z -Aux Art fiv e  
r a  p u ken . 
Aux unwrapped 
The food s tays aovered for fiv e  t o  s ix 

t a  r b i n a ka g e r a  
Art time if-Aux 
r a kopo 
s tays 

wa m a r a n g . 
morning 

kokopon i r hop  t a  r 
aovered oven Art 

If the o v en i s  aovered in the e v ening 

we a ton omor awa s o n g  
o r  Art s ix hours then 

hours, t h en is  unwrapped . 

raw  I n g o n  e ma t o t  e 
e v ening i t  Aux aan 

i t  usua Z Zy s tays over nigh t .  

1 0 .  g e t e  mo h o r  a n  s o n g  r a  p u ken  I r  hop  ka r a  ka l e  l l w l g  
oven Aux taken away when -Aux aooked food then Aux unwrapped 

i r a n  ra  wa toka  k a e g  e ma to to pa r e  g e t e  ma toton i r  b l nakang an . 
food p u t  up ab Z e  when-Aux ready time-for eat 

When the food has aooked t hen the o v e n  is unwrapped and the food i s  

taken away t o  a (safe ) p Zaae u n t i Z  suah time a s  everyone is  ready 

for e a ting . 
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1 1 . a a n  moh o  r a  b u l l g  to so  ma tma t ame k a h a k a h  we a 
Art food cooked Aux dis tributed Art ? ? or Art 

g l n i a meh e r  b l n a k  ra wa 
some time Aux Cau s . 
w a k a p a  t u n . 
fini s h  too 

w i l i o n e s  I r  k u a h a  doho  b u l o t 
? R women and-Art men 

A l l  that ' s  been cooked is brought toge t he r  to be  di s tributed to 

p e op le ,  each fami ly has its  own s hare , in some ca8es ev eryone has 

hi8 o r  her own 8 hare . ' 

V LOTU 
'RELIGION ' 

1 .  i N e h a n  
Art Nis 8an 

ka t o l i k .  
Catho Zic 

doh t o r o  t o r o toro  I l k  a s i o ko p u ku r l o t u  a 
i s land i s land sma l l  Art one o n l y  r e ligion Art 

' Wi th in the Nis s an Is land groups t here is o n l y  one c hurch group, 

that i8 Catho lic .  

2 .  h a l a n a  h a r a h a  m e  pepa  t a  poka g t o r o  we l h i r e ng  N eh a n  b o  a 
n e v e r  y e t  a book ? wri t te n  Art language Nis san b u t  Art 

l o t u  doh  a ke r e k e r t o r o  we l h i ren g N e h a n  e mokom pa . 
pra y er and Art hymn Art language Ni s8an 

There has n ' t  yet been a book wri tten i n  Ni ssan, bu t there are 

prayers and hymns in Ni8 8 a n .  

3 .  toro  to l I ma we  0 ton omo ro k r l sma s r a s i t  k u r a  l a  wom 0 
Art fiv e  or Art 8ix Art years they . du Aux go ? Art 

t ama t a  ra l o t u  doh  ra k e r e k e r  t o r  we l h i r e n g  Neh a n . 
p e op le Aux pray and Aux sing-hymns Art language Ni s san 

Duri ng the pas t fiv e  to 8ix y ears p e op l e  hav e  been say i ng prayer8 

and h ymn8 in the Nissan language . 

4 .  kaem  p e n  me b i n a k  e t  I 
? ? a time that Aux 

wom ra t u r u ng wa p a l l h i g  I r  
? Aux wi l l -soon ( tran s l a t e d )  R 

k e r e k e r  doh  a l o t u  t o r o  we l h i r e n g  Neh a n . 
hymns and Art prayer8 Art l anguage Nissan 
However I hope there wi l l  soon be  s ome prayer books and hymns 
tran8 l a ted i n  the Nissan language . '  
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VI  TAR B I NAKA R E  B E LA WA K I K I LANGAN  I R  KUAH 
'AGE OF PUBERTY ' 

1 .  t a r  b l n a ka r e  b e l a  wa k l k i l a n g a n  I r  k u a h , l n g o n  a h l k  
s h e  no t Art t ime Aux men s trua te fir s t  R gir l 

ma n a s a  p a h a  k e k e t l k  k e  wah l re ma n a s e n  p a re k e  mahoh . 
any more Art chi ld Aux to ld now tha t-Aux Aux adu l t  

' When the gir l has her fir s t  mens truation i t  i s  be lieved s h e  has 

gone through chi ldhood and has reached womanhood .  

2 .  t a r n l  t a g a ro n g  ma na ng  s l o n a k u a h  e b e l a  t o n  g e t e  
Art Nom be l i e v e  once Art gir l Aux menstruate when-Aux 

no s l o ko r h a n g a u l d o h o  to l l ma ro 
her one ten and fiv e  R-Art 
A ccording to cus tomary be l i e f  a girl 

i s  fifteen years of age (or more ) .  

g l r l s ma s .  
years 
usua l ly mens trua t e s  when s h e  

3 .  d o h  g e t e  b e l a  to  I o n I mud  I n gono  r a  k u  I en  k e  hohowo 
and if-Aux mens trua te s h e  Art after s he Aux said Aux s le e p  

kep  m e  b u l o t we a n i  w a  mahoh  
w i t h  a man o r  Art -Nom cause mature 

A nd if s he mens trua tes ear l i e r  it is b e l i e v ed she s le p t  (had s ex 

wi t h )  a man, o r  (is one w ho ) was made an adu l t .  

4 .  m e  I ne t e wa s a  e t u r u n g  t u p a r a  t a t a n o  m e  b l n a k a  r e  
some thing mak e - bad Aux wi l l  find to -her some time Aux 

wa n g o l  pe l a .  
l i v e  ? 
(And i t  is b e l i e v ed)  s he wou ld have some bad l uck during her life ­
time . 

5 .  we t a r b l n a ka b o  r e  be l a n  I r  k u a h  i n gon  a h l k  p a h e  
( o r )  Art time (and) Aux mens truate R gir l  s h e  n o t  Aux 
ma to tong  t a w tawe t e  t a l l a t e  I ka l a ha r doh  a h l k  p a h e  m a t o t  e 
ab le - to leave Art o u tside and no t Aux ab l e  Aux 

a n  ta n l a n n l  we l s u l u n g . 
eat food Nom cook 
How ever whi le the gir l menstrua tes s h e  is no t a l lowed to come out 

of the house  o r  to eat boi led foo d .  

6 .  e a n  puk  t a r a n  1 r n l  u k  d o h  a won u n a  mo l omo l . 
Aux e a t  o n ly Art food R Nom (roa s t ? )  and Art water co ld 

She on ly e a t s  roas ted food and co ld water.  

7 .  G I t i e  r e  wa n g o l  pe l a  I n gon  1 l um d oh g e t a  p e  I o n a h l k  p a h e  
? Aux live  ? s he Art inside and s o -Aux i t  no t Aux 

a m u h  a b u s  i I a m u h  u i a  r a  pe  I o n t u r i g  1 l o l o n a  k a r a  k e p i 
sme H Art sme H good Aux i t  from Art bush Aux take 

h a g  t a  r uma  re  w a n g o l l n  I r k u a h . 
( b l ow ? )  Art house Aux liv ed-in gir l 
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Whi L e  she i s  k e p t  in the house and i n  order to avoid any odour, 

some swee t - sme L Ling Leaves are co L L e c ted from the bush and put in 

the house s h e  L i v es in . 

8 .  a h l k  me tama t a  re l e k we e l a  wa h u h u t t a r  u rn .  
n o t  a person Aux go - i n  or Aux go cause near Art house 

No one i s  a L rowed to enter or go near the hou s e .  

9 .  t e  t i na na p u k  ompo r k u a h  re  kawe k e . 
gir L Aux Look -after 

10 . 

there her-mo t h e r  o n L y  ? 

OnLy her mo ther Looks  aft er the gir L .  

t a r  b i  n a ka r e  
Art time Aux 

p e p e r  k u a h  i i u m ,  t i n a n  on doh  0 t a h i n a k u a h a  
girL Art ins ide mo ther h e r  and s i s ter fema L e  

t i n a n  l a  i l o l o n a  ra  l a  ka l e  m e  a n  r a  t u r u n g  a n  i g  
her-mo t he r  go Art b u s h  Aux go take s ome fo od Aux wi L r  e a t e n  

g e t e  tawe t e  t a pok l s l r  k u a h . 
so -Aux reave ? come-back girr 

Duri ng the days she s tay s inside her mother and her aunts (mo ther ' s  

s i s t ers ) g o  t o  the garden and g e t  food t ha t  w i L r b e  e a t e n  a t  t h e  
ceremony when the g i r L  re turns . 

11 . 0 b u l o t  r a  h i h i p  me h u e t .  
Art men Aux hunt some pigs 
Some speciaL men are hired to hunt for p igs . 

12 . a t o r i k  we a towo n o r  h u e t  u r a ma toto  r a  a n i s . 
Art two or Art thre e R pigs Aux can be - ea t e n  

Usua r ry two or t h r e e  p igs are ki r Led for the ceremony . 

13 . g e t e  moho ma n a s  a r  a n  doh  ta r b i n a ka r a  k a l e  wa t o r o s  i r  
when -Aux cooked a Lready R food and Art time Aux take ? R 

t a ma t a to ro a n  a k u a h a  r a  kep l n  i t eh  r a  l a  w a h u h u  
p e op r e  Art food Art gir L Aux taken Art beach Aux g o  ba thed 
wa k i k i l i n g a n  ke be l a  pen . 
fir s t  Aux mens trua te ? 
When the food is cooked, and w h i r e  o ther p eop re are ready for the 

ceremony, the gir L  i s  tak en to the beach to have h e r  fir s t  s how er 

after her peri o d .  

1 4 . g e t e  h u h u  wa kapa  b a k  one d o h  k e  l oh o  
when-Aux b a t h  fi ni s h  ? s h e  and Aus dress  

pa l i h song  r a  pu ken  
t h e n  Aux unwrapped 

ro a n , ra  we I h i r e ng  wa l a  wa h a  m e n e n a n  i r  k u a h  ke k u a h a  
girL Aux women Art food Aux toge ther te r L  make happy 

mahoho  pa . 
adu L t  

When s h e  has finished her s hower and dre s s ed up, ( the c er emony i s  
dec Lared open ) ,  the fo od is unwrapped, fo L Lowe d b y  a speech o f  good 

Luck and t hen the gir r is congra tuLated on hav ing reac hed womanho od . 



15 . 

16 . 

17 . 
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t a r  b l n a ka ro  k a pa ro  a n ,  a kuah  e 
Art time Art fini s hed Art food Art girZ Aux 

ma s l n go l o  ma n a s  toso  b u ng  t a t a h l n a I l k doh  
respea t  n o w  Art bro the r young o r  

n o  h l no t . 
his wives 

wa l a pa g a h  p a r e  
swear tha t -Aux 

no b u n g  t u r a k a  doh  
hear aousin and 

After the aeremony, the gir Z  swears to the pub Z i a  tha t from then 

on s he wi Z Z  re spe a t  her o Zder bro thers, her o Zder aousins and their 

wive s .  

t a  r ma s l n g o l  o n  
Art re spe a t  

I I k l on o  
young her 
I l w .  
away 

d o h  
and 

e n e ,  I n gono  p a r e  g e t a b a n g a  ro b u n g  t a t a h l na 
tha t she ? when-Aux s e e  Art bro ther 

no b u n g t u r a ka t a t a n o n  e l a m e ,  g l s l no r a  t u  r 
her aous ins her Aux aome they Aux s tand 

Re s p e a t  means t h a t  when her o Zder bro thers or aou s i ns s ee her 

aoming, they s tand away . 

I n gon  a h l k  pono  p a h e  b a n o to n g  
s h e  no t too Aux a Z Z owed- to 

t u n a  t e n a s  I ne t e  ro  t a t a h l na 
? t h e ir t hing Art bro ther 

I l k we ma t e  l e k a  t o n o s o  uma s i n . 
sma Z Z  or t o -Aux enter Art house their 
She is  aZso no t a Z Zowed to touah her bro thers ' a Z o thing or o ther 

be Zongings nor to enter their houses . 

18 . I n gono  p a re doh  a h l k  pono ma t o t o n g  b ua ka toso  t u s l a  s i n o 
s h e  ? a n d  n o t  too ab Ze t o u a h  Art ahi Zdren t h e i r  

g e s l r  worn . 
? ? 

She aan ' t  e v en touah their fir s t -born ahi Zdren un t i Z  t he y 're grown 
up . 

19 . I n gono  r a  t a g o r o n g  mana  pon e n  pa r e  t a r  b l n a ka re be l a n 
s h e  Aux b e Z i e ved ? ?  Art time Aux menstrua te s 
I r  k u a h  I n g o n  a h l k  p a h e  b a no t  e l e k  koboro  t a  r 1 0m 
R girZ she no t Aux a Z Zowed Aux enter Art 
we ma t e  b ua ka g u a m ,  we ma t e  wa s u l u n g  me a n . 
or t o -Aux touah baby or to -Aux aook any food 

? Aux garden 

It is  a Z s o  be Z i e v ed that when she has her mon t h Z y  pe riod s he i s  
no t a Z Zowed t o  e n ter t h e  garden ,  or t o  touah bab i e s ,  or to a o o k  any 
foo d .  

20 . r a  n a m a n a  l on o  g e t e  l e k I kob o r  0 h u e t  ra I e ka t a r  
Aux be Z i e v e  s h e  if-Aux enter Art ? Art p i gs Aux e n ter Art 

l orna k a r a  a n  w a k a p a  t a r  an we g e t e  b u a k  ono  t a s l r  g u am , 
garden Aux e a t  fini s h  Art food or if-Aux aarry she Art ahi Zdren 
o g u ama ra momoh we g e te we s u l u ng  t a r  a n , ra n a ma n a n  
Art ahi Zdren Aux siaken o r  i f-Aux aook Art food Aux be Z i e v e  
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g e t e  ha r mo ma t e  t a s l r  g l s l ameher  t a ma t .  
if-Aux give  some siakness Art o ther peopZe  
They be Z i e v e  tha t if she  goes into the garden the pigs might go 

i n t o  the garden and e a t  a Z Z  the food, or if she  aarr i e s  t h e  babi e s  

t h e y  might g e t  v ery siak,  or i f  s he ao o k s  food i t  i s  thought s h e  
might giv e some siakness t o  the o ther peop Z e . 

21 . t a r  b i n a ka r e  be l a  I o n , I n gono  ra k u l e n pa r e  a b e n g  we 
Art time Aux mens trua te s he she  Art said Art dirty or 
a u h o r  h i n a n  
Art dir t y  her- hand 

She is be Z ie ved to be dir ty (or have dir ty hands ) during her monthZy 

periods . 

22 . g i n e d a a n  r a  n a mnama n g  ma n a t e  p e l a r  t a ma ta  doh  r e  pa l l h  p e l a r  
nowadays Aux be Z i e v e  ? ? p eop Z e  a n d  Aux ? ? 

b i n a k  g i n l n o r  ga t a n g  s i on a h i k  man a s a  p a h  r a  nama n a n  t l eh t u n i g  
time t ha t  make onae n o t  now Aux b e Z i eved so ? 
bo s i r  ma hoho r a  
b ur ? o Zd Aux 

t a g o r o n g  mana  h o r a h a m  pa ta n i s i n .  
be Z i e v e  ? ?  them 

How e v er, nowadays a s  peopZe are beaoming more aivi Z i s ed, t h e s e  

things don ' t  app Zy a n y  more bu t o Zd p e o p Z e  s ti Z Z  be Z i e v e  them. ' 
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A PPENVI X  B 

ABBREVIATIONS 
adj . adj ective 
art . article 
aux . auxiliary 
caus . causat ive 
dem o demonstrat ive 
excl . exclusive 
gen . general 
1 .  intransitive 
in .  inalienable 
inc 1 .  inclusive 

a 1 .  s . art . with class A nouns ;  
2 .  sec .prn . you ( s . ) ;  your 

aa y e s  

a h i k  n o ,  no t ;  a h l k  p ah - before 
auxiliary : a h l k  p a h u  ma r a n g  
t a b i l ' I  don ' t  wan t t o  s i t ' 

a l a  loc o there 

a l o h o  n .  a n t  

a m  sec . prn. we ( excl . ) , you ( p . ) ;  
our, your 

a m u h  v . t . sme l l  

a n e  loc o here 

a n g a  I n. pus 

a n ( i )  v. ea t ;  n. food ( c f .  e n , 
n l a n ) :  r e n g  a n  l a  'your food ' 

Lexicon 

loc o locative 
n .  noun 
num . quantitat ive word 
pr1 . primary 
prn . pronoun 
q .  interrogative 
s .  singular 
sec . secondary 
t .  transitive 
v .  verb 

a p u p  v .  leak 

a t e v. know 

a tow ( o )  n. sago p a lm ( alt . spelling 
a to u ) 

a t u n  n .  boni to ( tuna ) 

b a h  n .  l iz ard 

b a k ( a )  v. 1 .  v i s i t ; 2 .  put ; 3 .  in 
composition with other verb s ,  
meaning cannot be determined 
exactly 

b a k u e  n .  s hark 

ba l u s n. aerop lane 

b a n b a n u e  n .  j e l lyfish 

b a n g a  v. s e e  

1227  



1 2 2 8  EVELYN TODD 

b a n l s  n . , v .  fence 

b a n o t  v .  a n owed 

b a r a h  adj . t a n ,  'long 

b e b  n .  but terf'ly 

b e h  v .  defecate 

be l n .  arrow 

b e l a  v .  men8 truate 

b e n g  adj . dirty, r o t te n ;  v .  decay 

b l a l o k n .  mo on 

b I I I - n .  in. H p 

b l n a k ( a )  n .  time, occa8ion 

b o  but 

boh  v .  'l i e ,  prevarica te 

b o l l a  n .  8ea 8 nai 'l 

b o n g  n .  1 .  nigh t : n a b o n g  ' 'la 8 t  
night ' ;  2 .  pimp L e  

b o r b o r l a n a  v .  dream 

b u a k ( a )  v .  touch, carry 

b u l  I v .  di 8 trib u t e  

b u l o t n. man, ma L e  

d e l ewa n a  adj . c Lean 

doh  and 

d o k  n .  wood, tree ; d o k i n g l o l o n a  
'bu8h mat eria 'l 8 ' 

dom v .  dance 

e aux . he, 8 he,  i t  

eg sec . prn . we ( incl . ) , our 

e I a dem o that 

en V .  e a t  (more commonly a n ) 

e n e  dem o thi8  

et  1 .  sec . prn . he, 8 he,  i t ;  hi 8 ,  
her, i t s ; 2 .  dem o t h i 8  ( t ha t ? )  

g e r - + aux . if, w h en : g e r i 
k a  I e k  I na  I e eg t a  r 1 0m 'when 
we wor k in the garden . . .  ' 

g e t - + aux . if, w hen : g e t e  h u a n  
on  ' i f  i t  rain8 . . .  

9 I I  a demo t ha t  

g l n e  dem o thi8 

g l n l ne dem o thi8 

g i n  I t  dem o that 

g l s a m e h e  num . 8ome,  ano t her, o t h er8 

b u l u t ( u )  adj . thick ; b u l b u l u t u n a n  g i s l l a  dem o tho 8e  
( reduplicated ) 

b u n g ? ( precedes kin terms ) 

b u ra h  num . much, p Lenty ; 
b u b u r a h  ( reduplicated ) 

b u s  adj . w e t  

d a a n  n.  day ( c f .  ma r a n ) ;  g l n e 
d a a n  ' nowadaY8,  now ' 

d a n  num . few 

d a n g a ta V .  a 8 k  

d e  V .  refu8 e,  no t wan t t o  

d ed e  a 'l waY8 

d e l  V .  weave 

g l s l n ( e )  dem o t he 8 e  

g l s l n ( o )  pri .prn . t hey, their 

g l s l t  pri . prn . t hey,  their 

g l t  pri . prn . he, 8he,  i t; hi8, her, 
i ts 

g l t l e  dem o t ha t  

g og ( o )  adj . hungry 

gom ( o )  V .  wrap ; n .  parce L 

g o r a h  only in following expression 
wa l wa l a  g o r a h  ' b e  n o i 8 Y ' 

go rew n .  'l ime (powdered) 
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g u am ( a )  n .  baby 

g ua t ( a )  v .  fea s t  

g u l e t e  v .  s tay up : g u l e t e  
wa b a r a h  ' 8 tay u p  l a t e ' ;  
g u l e t e  wa l i wo 'wa k e  up in the 
morning ' 

g u l u h  v .  p lay 

g u ne  only in following expression 
g u ne  wama t o t o  ' g e t  ready ' 

h a g  v .  b low 

h a ka v .  p i erce 

h a l a n a  never 

h a l u h  v .  hi t 

h a mas  s low 

h a n g a - n . in .  name 

h a n g a u l  ( u )  num . ten 

h a p a  q .  wha t ?  how? ( c f .  h awa ) 

h a r  v .  give 

h a r a h  ( a )  s H Z Z  

haw n .  ow l 

hawa q .  wha t ?  

h e g  n .  bed ma t 

he  r v .  give 

h e r - + aux . maybe 

h i  h i p  v .  hun t  

h i l a n g ( a )  n .  cen tipede 

h i  1 i w  v .  go, l ea v e  

h i  n I a q .  w ha t ?  

h l n o t  n .  sis ter-in- law or wife ? 

h i r e v .  t e Z Z 

h i  r h i  r v .  crawl 

h i ro - n . in .  bone 

hoh v .  suc k l e , n .  mi l k  

hohow ( o )  v .  s l eep 

hon n .  taro 

hop v .  bak e , n .  ear t h  oven 

hua v .  padd l e  

h u a n ( a )  v .  rain 

h u e  n .  fire , vo lcano , b la n k e t  

h u e t  n .  pig 

h u h u  v .  swim 

h u h u - n . in .  brea s t  

h u h ua t a - n . in .  s hou lder 

h u l v .  p e e l  

h u l u n g  v .  fire u p  (oven ) 

h u t u ng wi Z Z  

1 .  loc . art . in, a t, to ; 2 .  aux . 
we ( inc l . ) 

i a  1 .  q . loc . where ? ;  2 .  sec . prn . 
you ( s  • ) ,  your 

l a b  n .  knife 

l a k a h  adj . ta Z Z  

l am sec . prn. we ( excl . ) , you ( p . ) ;  
our, your 

i a n ( a )  n .  fish 

l a t  t here 

i a to u  n .  sac sac ( c f .  a to u ) 

i a wo n n .  s tring 

i d eu n .  arrow 

l eg sec . prn . we ( incl . ) ,  our 

i e t  sec . prn . he, she, it; his, her, 
i t s  

i n e t { e )  n .  t hing 

i ng a  pri . prn. you ( s . ) ,  your 

i n g am pri . prn . we ( exc l . ) . you ( p . ) ;  
our, your 
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i n g e g  pri . prn . we ( inc1 .  ) .  our 

i ng em c f .  I ng a m  

i n g o  pri . prn . I, my 

i ng om c f .  i n g am  

i n g o n  ( 0 )  pr . prn . h e ,  s he,  i t ;  
his,  h e r ,  i t s  

i n u rn  v.  drink 

io  sec . prn . I,  my 

i om n .  garden 

i o n n .  sand : i o n e n a n  adj . sandy 

i o n ( o )  sec . prn . he,  s h e ,  it;  
his,  her, its  

I r a h  adj . far : a h i k  paho  
t a b i l a  wa  I ra h  'don ' t  s i t  s o  
far away ' 

i r u n .  tea, soup 

i s i ng v .  swe Z Z  

l um loc o home, inside ( c f .  
urn  ( a  ) ) :  i i urn ' ins id e ' 

ka be l V .  over turn 

ka b i - n . ln .  nep hew ( s i s ter ' s  
s o n )  

ka d a k  adj . dry 

kado  I n .  umbr e Z Za 

kae  u p  

ka h num . one 

ka h ( i ) V .  sarub, saratah 

ka i s Z eft 

ka k i  adj . brown 

ka l a h a r { a )  loc o o u t side 

ka l a n  adj . young 

ka l a ng u h { u )  n .  fZower 

ka l e  V .  take, g e t  (a dis ea s e )  

ka l e k i na l e  V .  wor k  

ka l o - n . in .  fri end 

kama d a k  adj . thir s ty 

kama n a n  n .  Z e a f :  kama n g  h i a r  ' Z eaf 
to ahew w i t h  b e t e l.  nut ' 

kamo t I l ma - n . in .  finger 

ka n a k  loc o away from home 

ka n a u  n .  Z ig htning 

ka p n. aup 

ka pa adj . fini s hed : wa ka pa caus . v .  
finish 

kapoko- n . in .  skin 

ka pu l n. pos sum 

ka r a  n .  s eagu Z Z  

ka r a b u s  n .  j a i l.  

ka r u r u na r I i ma - n . in .  fingernai l.  

ka s o ka na  n .  rub b i s h  

ka t o n g { o )  b y  s e Zf ;  1 .  occurs  with 
sec . prn . as obj ect : I n g o  u ma t a l o  
ka t o n g o  i o  ' I  am a s hamed of my­
s e Z f ' ;  2 .  compounds with verb : 
i ngo ku d e l  ka t o n g o  t a r t o l a h  
' I  wov e  this  bas ke t  b y  myse Zf ' 

kaweke V .  Zoo k after 

ka w i w i h righ t  (direation ) 

ke h V .  saratah, i ta h  

keke - n . in .  Zeg 

keke t i k  n. a h i Z d  

kep { i )  V .  1 .  t a ke ; 2 .  w i t h  ( in 
combination with other verbs ) :  
wa n g o l  kep  ' Zi v e  w i t h ' 

ker  V .  s ing : ke r e ke r V .  ' sing 
hymn ' ,  n. ' hymn ' 

keu n .  grave 

k i ha ng a  V .  p Za a e  on  top 

k i h  n .  ra t 

k i k V .  kiak 



A SKETCH OF NISSAN (NEHAN) GRAMMAR 1 2 31 

k l l i l o na r g o r ew n .  l. ime box 

k I I  0 v .  c a n  

k i r e l  n .  pudding 

k i r i ng v .  dry 

k i s o n g  adj . narrow 

k i t (  i )  sma 1- 1-

k o bo r ( o )  loc . ? ( r e . garden ) 

kodom ( o )  n .  river, wa ter 

koh i k  n .  mo squi to 

koko n .  yam 

kokopo v .  cover (wi t h  l.eav e s )  

ko l o - n . in .  l.ung s 

kon ko nomo - n . in .  t hroat 

ko r v .  1 .  bo i l.  

ko r ko r a k  v .  chew b e t e l.  nut 

kororo  v .  crow 

ko t 1 .  loc o ground, fl.oor, 
l.and ; 2 .  v .  c u t  

ko t a - n . in .  heart 

k r i sma s ( i )  y ear 

ku a h (a )  n .  woman, wife 

k u b k u ba r adj . red 

k u e n ( e )  n .  coconut tree 

ku k n .  crab 

k u k u l e  n . loc . under 

k u k u r a l n .  c hief 

ku l o  v .  say, t e n  

kuma h u a n  n .  a s he s  

kuma l ( a )  n .  swe e t  po ta to 

k u r l a p  n .  s ea ho r s e  

ku r ku r um ( u )  adj . dar k, b l. a c k  

k u r u m  n .  coconu t ,  copra 

k u s e  v . i .  hang ; v . t .  c a t c h  

l a  v .  go 

l a l a  v .  wa l. k  

l a ba l a b  n .  c l.o thes,  c a l. ico 

l a l e  n .  fea t her 

I a m  n. l.amp 

l a me v .  come 

l a n g ( 0 )  n. f1- y 

l a n g l t  n .  s ky 

l a t l a t a l  ( I )  v .  hang arou nd, go 
a nywhere 

l a u r  loc o sea ( c r .  l o r )  

I e  adj . marr i e d ;  v .  
n .  married person 

l ea n  n .  bow 

l e b l e ba g  v . t .  grow 

l e k ( a )  v .  e n t er, go 

l e i n. p a t h, road 

l e l e t e - n . in .  fin 

I e t a  n .  mai l. ,  l. e tt er 

g e t  

in  

married ; 

I I b u  r v .  urina t e ; n .  urine 

I i g u n  v .  fo l.d 

I I  h n .  n i t  ( 1-ouse egg ) 

I l k 1 .  num . few , adj . sma l. l. ;  
2 .  adj . o l.der 

I l ma - n . in ., arm 

l i ng i ( a ) v .  i .  tas te 

I i w  away 

I i  um n .  w ha l. e  

I l wo n .  morning : na l l wo ' this 
morning (pa s t ) ' ;  ro l l wo ' tomorro w ' ;  
wa l l wo ' a t  daybrea k ' 

I l wo - n . in . too t h  

1 0  n .  dog 
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l o bo l o b  n .  rake  

l o h ( o )  v .  g e t  dre s sed, wear 

l o l o n row tide 

l o l o n ( a )  loc o in, ins ide, in­
r and, bus h : I l o l o n a  t e l  
' in rand ' ;  i l o l o na  t a r  t l n l h  
' in t he canoe ' 

1 0moh  v .  die down (of fir e )  

l o ng o r ( o )  v .  hear, unders tand 

l o p l o po u  n .  s ring s h o t  

l o r loc o s e a  ( c r .  l a u r )  

l o s v .  pick 

l o d o )  adj . sor e ; n.  sore ; 
v .  i njure 

l o t u  v .  pray ; n. c hurch, r e r i ­
gion, prayers 

l ou v .  spit ; n .  sariva ; alt .  
spelling l ow :  l ow l ow v .  spit 

l u - n . in .  head 

l u a v . n .  vomit 

l u h v .  burn 

1 u 1 u h v .  jump, tr y  

1 u s  i o  num . nine 

mae q .  who ? 

m a e n e  q .  why ? 

ma h a n  v .  n o t  know 

ma ha ng  adj . difficu r t  

ma h i n g i  v .  be hurt 

ma hma h u r  adj . fu r r  (of fo od) 

ma hoh  adj . o rd, mature, adu r t  

ma k e t  n .  mark e t  ( c r .  b u n g ) 

ma k i h  n .  b e t e r  nu t 

ma kos ( o )  adj . right (direction ) : 
m a kma k o s  adj . straig ht 

ma l a g l r  adj . easy 

ma l a hong  1 .  v .  coo r ,  get co rd ; 
2 .  n .  fog 

ma l a r a  v .  'l i ke,  wan t  

ma l u a n a  v.  g e t  t ired 

mama d a l on adj . smo o t h  

mama ng  ev ery : mama ng  . . .  1 1  k 
, ev ery sing r e  . . .  ' 

mamao l adj . 'lightweight 

mamawa adj . cord 

man 1 .  adj . s harp ; 2 .  n. cora r 

man ( a ) adj . true , n .  trut h  

ma na s ( a )  now, soon, a r ready : a h l k  
ma n a s  'no t any more ' 

ma n g l ha q .  when ? 

ma n g u h (e )  adj . t ired 

man i n. money 

ma nom num . six ( c r .  tonom ( o »  

ma n u l a b  n .  eag r e  

ma r a k (a )  adj . ripe 

ma r a n  n .  day : wa ' in the (coming ) 
day ' ;  ta r ma r a n  u l e k  ' a t  noo n ' 

ma t a l o  v .  a s hamed 

m a t o t ( o )  v .  a b r e ,  can 

m l  (� m l n g )  aux . we ( excl . )  

m i a - n . in .  tongue 

m i m i  n .  pawpaw (papaya ) 

m l n g ( � m l ) aux . we ( excl . )  

m i r a aux . we ( du . excl . )  

mo h (o )  adj . coo ked, roa s t ed ; 
v .  coo k : a n l a n  ke moh ' the  food 
i s  coo king ' 

mo l omo l adj . co rd 

momoh adj . sick : momoh l n  ' si c kne s s ' 

momo l ow l na ro d o k  s hade tree 
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mo r e - loc . in .  i n  fro n t  of 

mota  v. c Z imb up 

mow i t  num . 8even ( c f .  tow l t ( I »  

mu ( 'V  m u n g ) aux . you ( p . )  

m u d i - n . in .  bac k 8ide ; loc . in .  
behind 

m u h u  v . i .  8me Z Z ,  emit odour 

m u n g  ( 'V  mu ) aux . you ( p . ) 

mu r a k ( a )  
mu ra ka n  

adj . rip e ; v .  ripen : 
'ripe 8 t ' 

n a bo n g  Za8 t night 

n a l  i wo t h i 8  morning (pa8 t )  

n ama na  v .  b e Z i ev e ,  hope 

N e h a n  Nis 8an 

n e r aw ( a ) ye 8 terday 

n g o h n g o h o - n . in .  beak 

ngoh i - n . in .  appearanc e 

ng u h n g u h  v .  k i 8 8  

ng u s u - n . in .  n0 8 e  

n i  m y  mo t her ( short form of 
t i n a g ) 

n i  nominaliser 

n i a n  mea Z ( c f .  n i e n ) :  n i a n  u l e k 
'fea s t ' 

n i e n  ( i )  food, mea Z ,  fea8 t : 
n i e n i n g t a r  ma r e n  u l e k 'dinner ' 

n i h i n g jU8t,  jU8t now 

n i l  n .  nai Z  

n i ma l  i a n a  adj . angry : wa 
n i ma l  i a n a  ' ange r ' 

n i n e dem o  t h i s  

nowa t four ( c f .  towa t ( i } )  

o 1 .  s . art . with class 0 nouns ,  
p . art . ;  2 .  aux . you ( s .  ) ; 
3 .  s ec . prn . I, my 

obot  adj . thick 

ompa ? 

ompo ? 

on ( o )  
her, 

sec . prn .  he, 8he, it; hi8, 
i t s  

paena p i r  pineapp Z e  

pa h - predicate negator after a h i k  
before art icle or auxiliary 

pa h e - in. a Zo n e ,  by one 8 e Zf : 
a h i k  p aho  l a t l a t a l i ng pa h em ' do n ' t  
go anywhere a Z one ' ;  g i t  e wa n g o l i ng 
p a h e n  ' he Z i v e 8  a Z one ' 

p a h i - n . in .  twin 

pa k pa ka 8epara t e Zy 

pa l aw ( a )  n .  8tone : pa pa l awan  adj . 
8 tony 

pa l i h v .  ? 

pam v .  8pray (for ma Zaria contro Z )  

pa n i s  v .  punish 

pa p a d a k  adj . dry 

papago  few 

pa r a r a - n . in .  c h e e k  

p a r a u  n .  boa t 

pa t e r e  n .  pri e s t 

pa to  n .  duck 

p a t o r  adj . grey-haired 

peke adj . ba Zd , v .  become baZd 

pekono n .  mangrov e 

pe l e k adj . green, unripe 

pen s i o n adj . o Zd 

pe pa n .  book,  paper 

p i l n .  thunder 

p i l a i  v .  p Zay 

p i 1 a n v .  8 ho 0 t 
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p i p i s ( i )  v .  twi s t ;  p i p i p l s i  adj . 
redup . aur l.y 

p i  r i k ( i )  n .  door 

p i sa r (a )  v .  s hine , n .  sun 

p i to p i t  n .  s tar 

po - n . in .  wife ' s  bro ther 

poha v .  give birth,  b e  born 

poka v. wri t e  

poko s ( o )  v .  arrive,  aome : 
pokpokoso  reduplicated 

po l a ka  v .  sp l. i t  

po l u k l. a t er ( aft er T ) , more 
( aft er N ) ,  again (after V )  

pon ( o )  too,  a l. so 

popo koho adj . s trong 

po r e - n . in .  for ehead, faa e  

poropor  v .  s ha k e  

po r po r i - n . in .  kidney 

po s v .  ki H 

pos ( o )  n .  banana 

pud p u d o  adj . aroo ked 

p u h i n (a ) adj . s ho I' t 

p u ke v .  unwrap 

p u k p u k  n .  aroaodi l. e  

pu k ( u )  o n l. y ,  just 

pu l n. s ea auaumber 

p u n g ( a )  v .  fa H down 

p u r p u r  n .  fl.ower 

p u s a k a  v .  a l. ean ( e . g .  fis h )  

r a  1 .  aux . they ; 2 .  dual 
( usually suffixed ) 

ra b l a n  adj . wide 

raeg  pri . s ec . prn . we (du . incl . ) , 
our 

r a em pri . sec . prn . we (du . excl . ) , 
our 

r a h  loc o far 

r a n  loc . top 

r a ndok  n. firewood 

r a ng n. brana h : r a n g  k u e n  ' aoaonut 
branah (frond ) ' 

r a n i s  n .  o range frui t  

r a o m  pri . sec . prn . you (du . ) , your 

r a s l n ( o )  pri . s ec . prn . they,  t heir 

ra s l t  pri . sec . prn . they,  their 

raw  afternoon, evening 

r a wo t  n .  bamboo 

r e h  1 .  loc o far ( c f .  r a h ) ;  2 .  v .  
pu l. l. , fl.oa t away 

rew  ev ening ( c f .  r a w )  

r i k i n  v .  l. i e  down, p u t  down 

roe t dem o  t hi s ,  t he s e  

r o g o t o  n .  sugaraane 

rokrok  n .  frog 

ro l a  dem o t ha t ,  those 

ro l i wo tomorrow 

rom n. wind, ayal.one 

rone dem o this,  t he s e  

sa  adj . bad 

s a s a l a  v .  trip 

s a s a l i k  adj . thin, young 

s e n g  n. parro t 

s e r  n .  horn (of anima l. )  

s i a pa n  n .  Japane s e  

5 I a w  too l.ate 

s l n e i r  n. spear 

s l n ( o )  sec . prn . t hey, their 
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s i ok (o )  one : nagu  s i okor  1 0m 
'one of my gardens ' 

s i o n  a lready, l o ng ago , once 

s i ro l i ke,  a s ,  comparative 

s i t  sec . prn .  t hey,  their 

so i n .  sna k e  

sokoro  v .  fear, b e  afraid 

soma p v .  sew ( c r .  s u s u k i )  

song  r - ( +  aux . ) a nd t hen, 
befor e  

sop  v.  s t a b  

soso i n .  worm 

sosopen  n .  saucepan 

s u i s a n  n. mountain 

s u l u n .  high tide 

s u s u - n . in .  joint ; s u s u n a r  
k e k e - n . in .  ank l e  

s u s u k l  v .  sew 

t a b a r a  b e s ide 

t a b i l ( a )  v .  sit, sit down 

t a bo n  v .  be awa y ,  absent  

t a g a r o n g  ma na  v .  b e l i e v e : n i  
t a g a rong  m a n a n g  s l o n  ' c u s tom­
ary b e lief ' 

t a g u n  ( a ) n .  egg 

t a h a n g  adj . wide 

t a h i - n . in .  cousin (para l l e l ) ,  
s i b l ing 

t a i n .  excrement 

ta k u r a s  v .  ha tch 

t a k u t  n. gecko 

t a l i n g a - n . in .  ear 

tama - n . in .  fat her 

t a ma t a  n. man, person 

t a m a t o  n .  toma to 

t ampa n v .  sprain 

t a mpopokoh ( o )  adj . s trong 

t a n g  gen . art . with name s ,  

t a o n o  v .  put on top 

t a p e ka n .  tobacco 

t a po k l s ( l )  v .  come back, 

t a po l a k ( a )  v . L  brea k 

kin terms 

r e turn 

t a r  gen . art . s .  with class A 

t a r a  n .  seagu l l  

t a s ( l r ) gen . art . p .  with class  A 

t a u n  n .  a s he s  

t awa r n .  e e l  

t awe t e  v .  leav e ?  

taw l v .  dig 

t eh n .  1 .  beach ,  2 .  sa l t  

t e l e v .  not know, no t unders tand 

t en g ka n a  ro  d o k  tree bark 

t e t  I aw  ( a ) n .  bird 

t i d u n g a n  n. c lam 

t l e h e  t han, so, compared 

t 1 1 1 m num . five 

to 

t l mu h  adj . new, c l ean, fre s h  

t .i  na - n . in .  mot her 

t l n ( e )  n .  room 

t l n g l a  v .  squ e e z e  

t l n l h (e )  n.  canoe 

to n. sugarcane 

toka  v . i .  loca ted 

t o k l n  v .  cut wit h  a knife 

t o k l n g a pair 
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t o k o t  v .  cut down 

t o ku n u - n . in .  body 

t o l a h ( a )  n .  bas ke t 

to l i m ( a )  num . five 

tonom ( o )  num . six 

t o r  ( 0 )  n. i s 'L and ; t o toro  
redup . 

t o r i k ( i )  two 

t o r e  gen . art . s .  class 0 
t o so ( r )  gen . art . p .  class 

t o t w e - n . in .  unc 'L e  

t owa I ( i ) num . eight 

towa t ( I )  num . four 

0 

tow i h (a )  q .  how many ?,  how 
muc h ?  

tow i t ( i )  num . seven 

towon ( o )  num . three 

t u - n . in .  c h i 'L d  

t u b  n .  boH 

t u b u - n . in .  grandchi 'Ld, grand­
par ent 

t u ha v . t .  make,  bu i 'Ld 

t u ma r a n g ( a ) v .  sweat 

t u n  too muc h, v ery 

t u n a h a  v .  wipe, rub 

t u n g  v .  figh t :  t u n g  pos ' ki U ' 

t u pa r a  v .  find 

t u r  1 .  v .  s tand , 2 .  from 

t u r a k ( a )  n .  cousin 

t u r u n g  wi 'L 'L  (futur e )  

t u wa l ( i )  num . eight 

u aux . I 

u b e n  n .  ne t 

u d e  I a U  

u h ( o )  adj . dirty 

u i a  adj . good ( alt . spelling w i a )  

u l e k ( i )  adj . fa t ;  u l e k i - n . in .  
body fa t 

u l u - n . in .  hair, fea t he r s ; u l u na r  
ma t a - n . in .  eye 'Lash  

um ( a ) hou s e ,  bui 'Lding 

u n g a  v .  bre a t h e  

u p  n. sno t 

u ra n g  n .  crayfi s h  

u t  n .  'Louse 

wa causative ( forms transit ives 
from adj . and intransitives ) :  
wa a b ea b ' shine (po 'Li s h ) ' 

wa b u l aw (a )  v .  s e U  

wa d u d u ra v .  put 

wa h ( a ) v .  r e s t  

wa ha  v .  happy, 'Love  

wa h l wo down 

wa h o how put to s 'L e ep 

wa h u h u  v .  wash 

wa h u h u t ( u )  v .  near, be b e s ide : 
g i s i no ka wa h u h u t u ng po ko so m a n a s  
' they s ho u 'L d  arri v e  soo n ' 

wa i a  adj . sufficient,  enough ( c f .  
u i a )  

wa k a d a ka t .  dry 

wa ka p ( a )  1 .  v .  fini s h ,  2 .  a 'L 'L  

wakaw i g a l a  v .  twi s t  

wa ke l u k v .  fo 'L 'Low 

wa k e s  v .  wat c h  

wa k l k l l a n g a n  fir s t ,  beginning 

wa l a  an v . t .  feed 

wa l a g u re v. wa ke up 
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wa l a h u r  right away 

wa l a pa g a h  v .  swear 

wa l a s i ro v .  show, h e Zp,  teach 

wa l i h  v .  padd Z e  

wa l i wo a t  daybr eak,  ear Z y  i n  
the morning 

wa l o  v . i .  run ;  v . t .  driv e : 
wa l wa l o  redup . 

wa l o n g o r o  v .  Z is t en to 

wa l u h v . t .  burn 

wa l wa l a  g o r a h  v .  dis turb, be 
noi sy 

wama h i n g v . t . hur t 

wama mawa v . t .  coo Z ,  Z e t  coo Z  

wama r e n  t hrough the night,  
unt i Z  morning 

wamoko v .  p u t ,  p Za c e : 
wamwamoko redup . 

wamu - loc . in .  in fro n t  of 

wan  n .  1 .  v i Z Zage , 2 .  roo t 

wa n { a )  v .  s ho o t  

wa n g a l ( i )  ('"  wa n go l ) v .  s tay,  
Ziv e :  wa n g wa n g a l redup . wai t  

wa n i o v .  Zaugh ( a t )  

wa p u n g { a )  v .  drop 

wa s n .  horn 

wa s a  badZy : ku sokoro  wa sa  t u n  
' I  was terr i b Z y  frightened ' 

wa s u l u n g  v .  cook ( alt . 
spelling w e s u l u n g ) 

wa t n .  vein 

wa t { a )  n.  bed 

wa t ewe l ( e )  fas t, quick 

wa t o ka v . t .  pu t,  p Zace : 
wa t o k a  wa h l wo ' pu t  down ' ;  
wa t o ka wa sa  ' hurt ' 

wa t u k { a )  1 .  v .  pu t ( alt . spelling 
wa toka  ) , 2 .  ( direction ) to 

wa t u n { a )  n .  seed 

wa u n. dus t  

wa wa - n . in .  mou t h  

wawa g o - n . in .  wife ' s  s i s ter 

wawa v. bear fru i t : wawa n n .  fruit 

wawe l s u k  v. warm up 

we or 

we h u - n . i .  ? ;  wehu na r m a t a - n . in .  
e y e brow 

we k i h  v. fish 

we kweko - n . in .  neck 

we I is  rec iprocal or reflexive 

we l d o l omo v .  be sorry 

w e l e h e r { l )  for ( benefact ive ) 

we I  h i r e v .  spea k; 0 we I h i r e n .  
Zanguage 

we I ko t v .  h e Z p  

we l p l s l r  v. s t ing 

w e I  s u k { u )  adj . ho t 

we l u h  v .  b Ze a c h  w i t h  Z ime 

we l wa t a t  v. t a Z k ,  converse 

we l we l l a t u n ge figh t  one ano t her 

wena w { a )  v .  s t e a Z  

we n t i na n i - loc . in .  b e tween, midd Z e : 
i we n t i na n l na r  um  ' in t he midd Z e  
of t h e  room ' 

wen u t  v .  t i e ; wen u t u na n .  kno t 

we r u - n . in .  join t ;  we r u na r ke k e ­
n . in .  knee ; weru na r I I ma - n . in .  
e Z bo w  

wesu l u n g  v .  c o o k ,  boi Z  

weswes  n .  b eard 
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w i h  v .  t i e  

w i h i - n . ln .  bu t to c k s ,  tai l  

w i l o ho v .  wa l k  around, e ncira l e : 
w i l w i l o h adj . round 

wo h n .  rope 

wo k v .  wor k  ( c r .  ka l e k i na l e ) 

wom v .  ? 

wo n 1 .  n .  tur t l e ; 2 .  adj . fu l l , 
cover ed , v .  fi l l : 0 l a n go  g i s i l a  
ka wo n ta r m i t  ' t here are f l i e s  
a l l o v er t he meat ' 

wo n u n { a )  n .  wa ter 

wo to habi tua l ly :  i n g a  a wo to  
bo r bo r i a na ta r b i na ka ro ho howa 
'do you dream when you s l e ep ? ' 
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