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These flaws of perception and understanding in the
approach of the New Militarism Critique highlight the role
and importance of public education and explanation of the
basis for Defence and security policy. Much has already
been done in this area. Mention has been made above about
the historically high 1level of disclosure of key policy
planning documents. Beazley 1s widely regarded as the
Defence minister who has been most active and articulate in
explaining the basis for Australia’s defence. In this
respect he Was well complemented by Senator Evans’

articulation of the wider aspects of Australia’s security.

Notwithstanding past and current efforts however, the
requirement for continued public explication of Australian
security policy 1is intensified by the fact that a profound
change to the basis of Australia’s Defence and security
policies has been underway since disengagement from Vietnam,
with the process of implementation being accelarated since
the mid-1980s. Since national security 1is not an obvious
presence 1in most people’s daily lives, it is to be expected
that they might not recognise - still less fully comprehend
- the finer nuances of the revolution in Australia’s defence

and security policies over the past 20 years.

Public presentation in this area is also a difficult
task for handling by executive government generally and
Defence ministers in particular. This 1s because
explanation of Defence policy entails describing a subtle
tension between Australia’s currently benign strat
circumstances and the uncertainties for which prudent
commonsense requires some preparation to be made; this is
susceptible of both misinterpretation and W
misrepresentation. Oppositions from both sides of polit

i
have not been hesitant in exploiting this tension for
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political advantage, although these strategic assessments
and policy Jjudgements have been accepted by those same
groups when in government. Defence ministers face the
additional risk of having this tactic used by their

1
colleagues to reduce the level of resources provided to
Defence. The New Militarism Critique itself, being a direct

contradiction of the ‘security through strength” type o
criticisms which parliamentary oppositions have commonly
employed, is itself a potent illustration of the
difficulties involved in attempting to get the nuances rig
across the range of perspectives which are found in the

Australian, and foreign, audience.

It is clear then, that the nature of much of the

criticism of the Critique suggests that, despite these

efforts at public information, Australia’'s security
establishment still has some way to go 1in effectively
explaining the basis for policy to some sectors of the

public.

Without detracting from this imperative fo

[—

i
explication, the emergence of the New {filitarism Critigue

can be partly explained by the historical context of its
birth. It's ideas essentially belong to the late 13980s. In

the mid-1380s, Defence’'s key corporate aims and priorities
had been resolved, removing the internal di

had hindered policy implementation over the previous 1!
years. As a result, Defence began to assert a self-
confident, internally coherent, and intellectusally powerful

vision for 1its portfolio's role in relation to Australian

securility. For Defence, this 1is seen to 1include an
appropriate role - not overly ambitious, to its own way of
thinking - in the region.
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By contrast, the Department of Foreign Affairs
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to articulate a wider vision for Australian security in the
region; this absence from the debate continued until the

release of Evans’  paper on Adustralia’s Regional Security in

1989. In the hiatus before the release of Evans’  document,
the New Militarism Critique emerged. The appearance of
rhetorical and intellectual dominance by the Defence

establishment in Australia’s security approach could have
been exacerbated by a number of high profile equipment
purchases, such as the Collins c¢lass submarines and the
ANZAC frigates, which were announced in around the period of
the 1887 Defence White Paper. The watershed may be seen to
be a March 1989 conference on The New Australian Militarism,
which prompted a book of the same title, published in 1880.
The New Militarism Critique should +thus be seen as an
intellectual - and perhaps emotional - response to what was
perceived at that time as an apparent Defence-dominated

approach to Australian and regional security.

The emergence of these concerns 1s perhaps
understandable in its historical context, however flawed its
specific criticisms. Nevertheless, given the further
evolution, elaboration and validation of policy that has
occurred since that time - the Evans’® paper is particularly
apposite here, but alsoc relevant are the FSR and ASP 80
(which provided confirmation of Defence’'s priority on the
defence of Australia) - the continued intellectual relevance
of the Critique for Australian security policy must be
suspect. In short, the New Militarism Critique 1is a
intellectual creature of its time; but that time has passed.
Whatever emotional concerns it may continue to touch, it has
become an intellectual anachronism, whose only conceptual
value for Australian Defence policy 1lies in some fairly

simple, commonsense cautions.




SELECTED BIBLIOGRAFPHY

Government and Parliamentary Papers

Beazley, MP, The Hon Kim C., Hermann Black Forum Lecture,
Sydney, 13 September 1889.

Commonwealth FParliamentary Debates: House of
Representatives, vols 43-46, 149-150, 153-154.

Commonwealth Parliamentary Debates: Senate, vols 115-117,
118- 120.
Department of Defence Defence Report 1963, 18964, 1865,

1966, 1867, 1968, 1968, 1970, 1871, 1872, 1973, 1874,
1875, 1876, 1877, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981-82, 18982-83,
1983-84, 1984-85, 1985-8B6, 1986-87, 1987-88, 1988-89,
1989-80, 1880-1991, 1881-1992.

Department of Defence Australian Defence Review, (Canberra

1872).
Department of Defence Australian Defence - Presented to
Parliament by the Minister for Defence, the Hon D.J.

Killen, November 1976 (Canberra 13978).

Department of Defence The Defence Of Australia 1987,
(Canberra 1987).

Department of Defence Selected Speeches 18985-1989 by the Hon
Kim C. Beazley, MF Minister for Defence, {(Canberra,
Directorate of Departmental Publications 1988).

Department of Defence The Australian-Papua New Guinea
Defence Relationship - Department of Defence
Submissions to the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs
Defence and Trade, (Canberra Directorate of

Departmental Publications 1880).

Department of Defence Force Structure Review, (Canberrsa
1881).

Department of Defence Australia’s Strategic Flanning in the
1990s, (Canberra, 1882).

Evans, Gareth Australia’s Regional Security, Ministerial
Statement by Senator the Hon. Gareth Evans QC Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade (Canberra 1389).




——

Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
Australia’s Relations with the South Facifiec, {(Canberra
18838).

Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
Australia’'s Relations with Papua New Guinea (Canberra
1891).

Books/Monographs/Working Papers

Babbage, Ross Alternative Concepts for Australia’ s Befence,
Working Paper No. 60 (Peace Research Centre,
Australian National University, Canberra 1383).

Babbage, Ross A Coast Too Long - Defending Australia Beyond
the 1990s, (Sydney 18980).

Ball, Desmond "Airpower in the Regional Balance:
Maintaining the Peace 1in Southeast Asia”, a paper
prepared for a conference Conventional Air Power into
the 21st Century: Smaller But Larger (Canberra 25-27
March 1881).

Ball, Desmond Building Blocks for Regional Security: An
Australian PFPerspective on Confidence and Security
Building Measures (CSBMs) in the AsiasFPacific Region,
Canberra Paper No. 83 (Strategic and Defence Studies
Centre, Australian National University, Canberra 1981).

Ball, Desmond and Wilson, Helen (eds) Strange Neighbours:
The Australia-Indonesia Relationship, (Sydney 19391).

Bates, Stephen Security Ferceptions in the South Facific:
Questionnaire Results, Working Paper No. 208 (Strategic
and Defence Studies Centre, Australian National
University, Canberrs 1390).

Beveridge, David Towards 2010: Security in the Asia-
Pacific, an Australian Regional Strategy, Working Paper
No. 180 (Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,

Australian National University, Canberra 18989).

Cheeseman, Graeme An Alternative Defence Fosture for
Australia, Working Paper No. 538 (Peace Research Centre,
Australian National University, Canberra 138863).

Cheeseman, Graeme (Over-Reach in Australia’'s Military
Policy, Working Paper No. 71 (Peace Research Centre,




L

30
Australian National University, Canberra 1989).

Cheeseman, Graeme The Application of the Frinciples of Non-
Offensive Defence Beyond Europe: Some Freliminary
Observations, Working Paper No. 78 (Peace Research
Centre, Australian National University, Canberra 1380).

Cheeseman, Graeme and Kettle, St John (eds), The New
Australian Militarism: Undermining our Future Security
(Pluto Press, Sydney 1890).

Dibb, Paul Review of Australia’s Defence Capabilities,
Report to the Minister for Defence By Mr Paul Dibb
{(Canberra 1986).

Dibb, Paul The Conceptual Basis of Australia’s Defence
Planning and Force Structure Development, Canberra
Paper No. 88 (Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,

Australian National University, Canberra 1882).

Edwards, Paul with Pemberton, Gregory Crises and
Commitments - The Politics and Diplomacy of Australia’s
Involvement in Southeast Asian Conflicts 18948-13965
(Allen and Unwin, North Sydney 1882).

Evans, Gareth Making Australian Foreign Policy, Australilan
Fabian Society Pamphlet No. 50 (Melbourne 1889).

Fry, Greg (ed) Australia’s Regional Security, (Sydney
1891).

Gubb, Matthew How Valid Was the Criticism of Faul Dibb ' s
"Review of Australia’s Defence Capabilities"?, Working
Paper No. 1864 (Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,
Australian National University, Canberra 1888).

Gubb, Matthew The Australian Military Response to the Fiji
Coup: An Assessment, Working Paper No. 171 (Strategic
and Defence Studies Centre, Australian National
University, Canberra 1988).

Higgott, Richard The Evolving World Economy: Some
Alternative Security Questions for Australia, Canberra
Paper No. 581 (Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,
Australian National University, Canberra 13883).

Horner, David (ed) Reshaping the Australian Army:
Challenges for the 1990s, Canberra Paper No. 77
(Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, Australian

National University, Canberra 1891).

Kettle, St John Australia’s Arms Exports: Keeping them out



P ——

of Repressive Hands (Peace Research Centre, HRes
School of Pacific Studies, Australian Nat
University, 1889).

Kettle, St John and Smith, Gary Threats Without Enemies-
Rethinking Australia’s Security (Pluto Press, Sydney

1892).

Macintosh, James Confidence- and Security-Building
Measures: A Skeptical Look, Working Paper No. 85 (Feace
Research Centre, Australian National University,

Canberra 1980).

Mack, Andrew Defence Versus Offence: The Dibb Report and
its Critics, Working Paper No. 14 (Peace Research
Centre, Australian National University, Canberra 13986).

Mack, Andrew A New Australian Militarism?, Working Paper
No. 88 (Peace Research Centre, Australian National
University, Canberra 18980).

Malik, J. Mohan The Gulf War:@ Australia’s Role and Asian-
Pacific Responses, Canberra Paper No. 80 (Strategic and
Defence Studies Centre, Australian National University,
Canberra 1882).

MceGwire, Michael Australia as a Regional Seapower: An
External View, Working Paper No. 11 (Strategic and
Defence Studies Centre, Australian National University,
Canberra 1879).

McLean, Denis and Ball, Desmond The ANZAC Ships, Working
Paper No. 184 (Strategic and Defence Studies Centre,
Australian National University, Canberra 1389).

Methven, Philip The Five Power Defence Arrangements and
Military Cooperation among the ASEAN States-
Incompatible Models for Security in Southeast Asia?
Canberra Paper No. 892 (Strategic and Defence Studies

Centre, Australian National University, Canberra 189892).
Millar, A il . Australia s Defence (Melbourne University

Press 1969).

Renouf, Alan The Frightened Country (MacMillan, Melbourne

1979)

o g - o

Smith, Gary The State and the Armed Forces: Defence As
Militarism, Working Paper No. 895 {(Peace Research

Centre, Australian National University, Canberra 1980).

Thayer, Carl Trends in Force Modernisation 1in Southeast



Asia, Working Paper No 91 (Peace Research Centre,
Australian National Univer sity, Canberra 18380)

Wilkes, John (ed) Australia’'s Defence and Foreign Folicy-
Australian Institute of Political Science (Froceedings
of 30th Summer School) (Angus and Robertson, Sydney
1964 )

Wrigley, Alan The Defence Force and the Community A

Partnership 1in Australia’s Defence, Report to the
Minister for Defence by Alan K. Wrigley (Canberra
1880).

Periodical Articles

Acharaya, Amitav "Arms Proliferation Issues in ASEAN:
Towards a More "Conventional"” Defence Posture?"”,
Contemporary Southeast Asia, 10,3 (December 1988 ).

Arkavia, Gideon "Defensive Defense and the Nature of Armed
Conflict" The Journal of Strategic Studies, 14,1 (March
1881).

Cheeseman, Graeme "Australia’s Defence White Paper in the

Red" Australian Journal of Intern ?tlUUJJ Affairs, 44,2
(August 1880)

Rarp, Aaron "Military Procurement and Regional Security 1in
Southeast Asia", Contemporary Southeast Asia, 11,4
(March 13880).

Lew Eng Fee "Arms Control in Southeast Asia: A Review of
the Debate”, Contemporary Southeast Asia, 10,3
(December 13888).

0O 'Brien Carolyn "Oceans Divide, Oceans Unite: The Concept

of Regional Security in Australian Defence Planning”
Australian Journal of Politics and History 25,2 (August
- Loy N
1979 ).

Rau, Robert "Present and Future Maritime oepurlfy Issues 1in
the Southeast Asian and South China Seas”, Contemporary
Southeast Asia, 8,13 (June 1986).



Journals/Newspapers:

Ag

P

Asian Defence

The Australian

Australian

J

ournal

Canberra Times

Contemporar
Far Eastern
Jane s Defe
Indonesian

Indonesian

International

J

I

Journal

Southeast Asia
Economic Review
ce Weekly
ewsletter
unarterly

Defense Reviey

Military Technology

™

Naval Forces

Sydney Morning Herald

of Intern

a

2~
L

1

O

Il

a

-

Affairs

¥



	b18514017_0_001_R
	b18514017_0_002_R
	b18514017_0_003_R
	b18514017_0_004_R
	b18514017_0_005_R
	b18514017_0_006_R
	b18514017_0_007_R
	b18514017_0_008_R
	b18514017_0_009_R
	b18514017_0_010_R
	b18514017_0_011_R
	b18514017_0_012_R
	b18514017_0_013_R
	b18514017_0_014_R
	b18514017_0_015_R
	b18514017_0_016_R
	b18514017_0_017_R
	b18514017_0_018_R
	b18514017_0_019_R
	b18514017_0_020_R
	b18514017_0_021_R
	b18514017_0_022_R
	b18514017_0_023_R
	b18514017_0_024_R
	b18514017_0_025_R
	b18514017_0_026_R
	b18514017_0_027_R
	b18514017_0_028_R
	b18514017_0_029_R
	b18514017_0_030_R
	b18514017_0_031_R
	b18514017_0_032_R
	b18514017_0_033_R
	b18514017_0_034_R
	b18514017_0_035_R
	b18514017_0_036_R
	b18514017_0_037_R
	b18514017_0_038_R
	b18514017_0_039_R
	b18514017_0_040_R
	b18514017_0_041_R
	b18514017_0_042_R
	b18514017_0_043_R
	b18514017_0_044_R
	b18514017_0_045_R
	b18514017_0_046_R
	b18514017_0_047_R
	b18514017_0_048_R
	b18514017_0_049_R
	b18514017_0_050_R
	b18514017_0_051_R
	b18514017_0_052_R
	b18514017_0_053_R
	b18514017_0_054_R
	b18514017_0_055_R
	b18514017_0_056_R
	b18514017_0_057_R
	b18514017_0_058_R
	b18514017_0_059_R
	b18514017_0_060_R
	b18514017_0_061_R
	b18514017_0_062_R
	b18514017_0_063_R
	b18514017_0_064_R
	b18514017_0_065_R
	b18514017_0_066_R
	b18514017_0_067_R
	b18514017_0_068_R
	b18514017_0_069_R
	b18514017_0_070_R
	b18514017_0_071_R
	b18514017_0_072_R
	b18514017_0_073_R
	b18514017_0_074_R
	b18514017_0_075_R
	b18514017_0_076_R
	b18514017_0_077_R
	b18514017_0_078_R
	b18514017_0_079_R
	b18514017_0_080_R
	b18514017_0_081_R
	b18514017_0_082_R
	b18514017_0_083_R
	b18514017_0_084_R
	b18514017_0_085_R
	b18514017_0_086_R
	b18514017_0_087_R
	b18514017_0_088_R
	b18514017_0_089_R
	b18514017_0_090_R
	b18514017_0_091_R
	b18514017_0_092_R
	b18514017_0_093_R
	b18514017_0_094_R
	b18514017_0_095_R
	b18514017_0_096_R
	b18514017_0_097_R
	b18514017_0_098_R
	b18514017_0_099_R
	b18514017_0_100_R

