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Another factor detracting from the Critique is the 

failure to put its ideas into a practical policy context. 

This is most clearly evidenced in the proposals for 

alternative Defence concepts. But it is also perceptible in 

the approach to regional security. The Critique's approach 

seems to be curiously minimalist, as though the best Defence 

policy towards the region would be to leave well enough 

alone. This might be a basis for a force structure policy, 

but it is rather less than optimum for a security policy. 

Current policy takes a more positive approach, recognising 

that the security of Australia's regional environment has a 

direct bearing on Australia's own security, and that a 

useful contribution to regional security can be made without 

detracting from the priority objective of defending 

Australia. 

The trick, of course, is in the striking of the balance 

between the respective efforts devoted to protection vs . 

promotion of Australia's security. This has been discussed 

In Chapter Four. Current policy gears force structure 

towards providing for Australia's basic, essential national 

security needs (protection), while using the means so 

created to enhance the security of Australia's strategic 

environment (promotion). As a policy approach it seems both 

efficient and sensible. Of course, this policy, and any 

approach which seeks to strike a balance between the two 

strands, is open to criticism as to precisely where the 

balance is struck. Some, for example, may argue that the 

current level of effort devoted towards regional 

peacekeeping detracts unduly from efforts to achieve Defence 

self-reliance. Others may take a directly contrary view. 

But an approach which at least makes the attempt to strike a 

balance is to be preferred over an approach which fails to 

even recognise that both protection and promotion are 

worthwhile goals of a national security policy. 
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These flaws of perception and understanding in the 

approach of the New Militarism Critique highlight the role 

and importance of public education and explanation of the 

basis for Defence and security policy. Much has already 

been done in this area. 

the historically high 

planning documents. 

Mention has been made above about 

level of disclosure of key policy 

Beazley is widely regarded as the 

Defence minister who has been most active and articulate in 

explaining the basis for Australia's defence. In this 

respect he was well complemented by Senator Evans' 

articulation of the wider aspects of Australia's security. 

Notwithstanding past and current efforts however, the 

requirement for continued public explication of Australian 

security policy is intensified by the fact that a profound 

change to the basis of Australia's Defence and security 

policies has been underway since disengagement from Vietnam, 

with the process of implementation being accelarated since 

the mid-1980s. Since national security is not an obvious 

presence in most people's daily lives, it is to be expected 

that they might not recognise - still less fully comprehend 

- the finer nuances of the revolution in Australia's defence 

and security policies over the past 20 years. 

Public presentation in this area is also a difficult 

task for handling by executive government generally and 

Defence ministers in particular. This is because 

explanation of Defence policy entails describing a subtle 

tension between Australia's currently benign strategic 

circumstances and the uncertainties for which prudent 

commonsense requIres some preparation to be made; this is 

susceptible of both misinterpretation and wilful 

misrepresentation. Oppositions from both sides of politics 

have not been hesitant in exploiting this tension for 
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political advantage, although these strategic assessments 

and policy judgements have been accepted by those same 

groups when in government. Defence ministers face the 

additional risk of having this tactic used by their 

colleagues to reduce the level of resources provided to 

Defence. The New Militarism Critique itself, being a direct 

contradiction of the "security through strength" type of 

criticisms which parliamentary oppositions have commonly 

employed, is itself a potent illustration of the 

difficulties involved in attempting to get the nuances right 

across the range of perspectives which are found in the 

Australian, and foreign, audience. 

It is clear then, that the nature of 

criticism of the Critique suggests that, 

much of the 

despite these 

efforts at public information, 

establishment still has some way 

explaining the basis for policy to 

public. 

Australia's security 

to go in effectiv~ly 

some sectors of the 

Without detracting from this imperative for public 

explication, the emergence of the New Militarism Critique 

can be partly explained by the historical context of its 

birth. It's ideas essentially belong to the late 1980s. In 

the mid-198Gs, Defence's key corporate aims and priorities 

had been resolved, removing the internal dissension which 

had hindered policy implementation over the previous 15 

years. As a result, Defence began to assert a self­

confident, internally coherent, and intellectually powerful 

vision for its portfolio's role in relation to Australian 

security. For Defence, this is seen to include an 

appropriate role - not overly ambitious, to its own way of 

thinking - in the region. 

By contrast, the Department of Foreign Affairs was slow 
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to articulate a wider vision for Australian security in the 

region; this absence from the debate continued until the 

release of Evans' paper on AustJ:'a.lia. ··s Reg'iona.l Secl.lJ:'i ty in 

1989. In the hiatus before the release of Evans' document, 

the New Militarism Critique emerged, The appearance of 

rhetorical and intellectual dominance by the Defence 

establishment in Australia'S security approach could have 

been exacerbated by a number of high profile equipment 

purchases, such as the Collins class submarines and the 

ANZAC frigates, which were announced in around the period of 

the 1987 Defence White Paper, The watershed may be seen to 

be a March 1989 conference on The New Australian Militarism, 

which prompted a book of the same title, published in 1990. 

The New Militarism Critique should thus be seen as an 

intellectual - and perhaps emotional - response to what was 

perceived at that time as an apparent Defence-dominated 

approach to Australian and regional security. 

The emergence of these concerns is perhaps 

understandable in its historical context, however flawed its 

specific criticisms, Nevertheless, given the further 

evolution, elaboration and validation of policy that has 

occurred since that time - the Evans' paper is particularly 

apposite here, but also relevant are the FSR and ASP 90 

(which provided confirmation of Defence's priority on the 

defence of Australia) - the continued intellectual relevance 

of the Critique for Australian security policy must be 

suspect, In short, the New Militarism Critique lS a 

intellectual creature of its time; but that time has passed. 

Whatever emotional concerns it may continue to touch, it has 

become an intellectual anachronism, whose only conceptual 

value for Australian Defence policy lies in some fairly 

simple, commonsense cautions. 

--L 

, 
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