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PLANTING THE PYRETHRUM 

Pyrethrum is usually grown from pieces of plant broken off old pyrethrum plants. 
These pieces must have some roots attached. They are called "splits". 

Pyrethrwn splits 

The farmer who is planting pyrethrumfor the first time can get plants from the 
agricultural officer. About 25,000 plants are needed for half a hectare. Some 
times the farmer may have to plant seeds. The agricultural officer will show 
him how to do this. 

Plant the splits 40 centimetres apart in the gardens. To plant a split you 
should dig a hole, and carefully plant your pvrethrum split in this hole. Press 
the soil down firmly around the split. • 
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LOOKING AFTER TI-!E GARDEN 

You must keep the garden clear of weeds all the time. When the pyrcthrum 
plants grow bigger they will stop most of the weeds from growing. 

PICKING 

When the pyrethrurn garden is full of flowers you can start picking. This will 
be about 6 to 9 months after planting. 

You should pick the flower after the petals of the flower have opened up. You 
must pick the flowers every two weeks. 

DO NOT PI CK 
THESE FLOWERS 

TOO YOUNG 

FLOWERS READY 
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FOR PICKING 

PICK THESE 
FLOWERS TOO 

OLD FLOWERS 

Pick only the flower heads. Put the flowers straight into a bilum. When the 
bilum is full, spread the flowers on a mat in the ~un. Go back and pick more 
flowers. One person can usi .. ally pick about 10 kilogram. of flowers a day which 
will give about 2½ kilograms of <lried flo¼e rs for sale 
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This flower is just old enough to pick This flower is very good to pick 

DRYING 

Dry the flowers in the sun on mats or bags on the ground. It takes about 5 
days to dry the flowers properly. In hot weather it takes a shorter time. In 
cold rainy ~eather it may take longer. If it starts raining the flowers must 
be put inside. They must also be put in at night. 

The flowers are dry when they break easily between your fingers. 

If there is too much rain you can dry the flowers over a fire. Keep them far 
enough away so that they will not get burned. 
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SELLING 

Pack the flowers in a clean bag. They should be sold soon after they have bee~ 
dried. 

The dried flowers are taken to a factory at Kagamuga near Mount Hagen where the 
insect poison is made from the flowers. 

Half a hectare of pyrethrum plants will give up to 400 kilograms of pyrethrum a 
year if it is planted on good soil and well looked after. 



REPLANTING AN OLD GARDEN 

~en your pyrethrum garden gets old you wjll not get many flowers. Ahout 2 or 
3 years after the first harvest, when you are not getting many flowers, you 
will need to plant a new pyrethrum garden. 

It is best to plant the new garden in ground that has not had pyrethrum 
growing in it before. An old kaukau garden is good. 
The old pyrethrum garden can be made into a kaukau garden if you like. 
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To plant the new garden, get some new plants from your agricultural office~. o~ 
if there are none available, you can choose some good plants from your old 
garden. To do this, throw away any small plants whi .11 are not growing well, or 
look as though they have a disease. Throw ahay any hJg plants which have not 
had many flowers. 

Plants which have had a lot of flowers wi 11 have a lot of old flower stems. 
These are the only plants you should keep. 
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A strong oZd plant that has had many flowers 

Dig out the pyrethrum plant. Cut off the tops and cut a little off the roots 
with a spade or with a bush knife. Then break the plant up into smaller pieces 
or splits. 

Then plant. the splits in the new garden. 
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METRIC INFORMATION 

1 centimetre = 0.39 inches 1 kilogram :i 2.2 pound 
2.54 centimetres = 1 inch 0.45 kilograms = 1 pound 

30 centimetres = 1 foot 1 tonne = 1,000 kilograms 
1 metre = 3 feet 3 inches = 2,200 pounds 

0.91 metres 1 yard 1itre = 1. 76 pints 
1 hectare = 10,000 square metres 0 .. 57 litres 1 pint 

= 2.47 acres 4.55 1 i t res = l ga 11 on 
hectares 1 acre 
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FARMING NOTES SERIES 

1 

2 

looking After the Sotl 

Sorghum 

3 
4 

5 

Co rn ( Ma i ~ e·) 

Goats 

Passi onfr"t.l it 

6 Rice 

7 Peanuts 

8 Pineapples 

9 Sweet Potato 

10 Vegetables 

11 Rubber 

12 Banqnas 

13 Coconuts 

14 Pyrethrum 

15 Wildlife 

16 Pepper 

-17 Chi 11 i es 

18 Cardamom 
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