
































































































































































































































































itself as a credible party with a viable, alternate 

defence policy which is potentially appealing to the 

3 Japanese people. 

The problems of adopting armed neutrality as 
party policy 

123 

There is the risk that armed neutrality as the 

party's policy would ignite factionalism which could even 

result in the breakaway of the left. Squabbling over 

defence policy would reinforce the image of the JSP as an 

ineffectual, faction-ridden party. However, if the left 

were to split from the party, they would be even more 

isolated politically. The party could rebuild itself, 

despite what might possibly be just a temporary setback, 

minus the attitudes of the left. Such a 

choice could still be rewarding in the long run. 

To adopt armed neutrality as the JSP's defence 

policy, the party must win Sohyo's support. Sohyo's 

implicit, operational defence policy is also armed 

3. See John Welfield, "Some Diplomatic and Strategic 
Aspects Of Japan's Present And Future Foreign 
Policies", Research Paper No. 84, May 1981, 
Australia-Japan Research Centre, pp.56-57. See also 
Radha Sinha, Japan's Options for the 1980s (Croom 
Helm, London: 1982), pp.242-247. Both authors 
present persuasive arguments that armed neutrality is 
indeed a viable and preferable strategic option for 
Japan. One question which both authors did not 
address is: Does armed neutrality for Japan 
necessitate more defence spendings than it would need 
if it has remained within the alliance framework? 
The onus is on the JSP to present a persuasive case 
that armed neutrality for Japan does not necessitate 
a stronger defence posture for Japan. 
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neutrality for Japan. Thus, if Sohyo were to adopt the 

policy of armed neutrality explicitly, it would not be a 

drastic change from its previous policy. 

What would be the consequence for "coalition 

politics" if the JSP were to openly adopt the policy of 

"armed neutrality?" 

Historically, both Komeito and the DSP have 

preferred armed neutrality for Japan though they have come 

to accept the alliance. This shift toward the LDP's 

position has the advantage of presenting themselves as 

acceptable coalition partners to the LDP. 

The JSP could reassure the centrist parties that 

it would accept the alliance "for the time being" while 

keeping armed neutrality as the opt i on for the future. 

What is more important is the JSP's future electoral 

performance. If the JSP continues to diminish in 

numbers, it would be a less attractive partner in a 

coalition. On the other hand, if the JSP is able to 

increase its parliamentary numbers, it would be more 

attractive to the centrist parties which would prefer to 

keep their coalition options open. Both the DSP and 

Komeito have made compromises on defence before, and would 

do so again if it facilitated the attainment of power 

through a coalition. 

Would the JSP's open adoption of armed 

neutrality lead to the erosion of its inhibitive role on 

LDP defence policy? The LDP could argue that increased 
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defence spending within the ambit of the Security Treaty 

would still be less than that demanded by the JSP's policy 

of armed neutrality. Moreover the JSP's position of 

armed neutrality could be interpreted by its opponents as 

a recognition of the need for armaments and thus a shift 

by the JSP to the right. 

Hence, one argument which could be used by LDP 

"doves" against the "hawks" within their party would be 

weakened: namely, that to increase defence spending would 

be politically disruptive given the absolutist position of 

unarmed neutrality by the JSP. The LDP government could 

also lose an excuse to convince the US that the pacifist 

sentiments of the main oppos i tion party, being in tune 

with a large segment of Japanese public opinion, are 

against US attempts to pressure Japan to increase its 

defence posture. 

Regardless of whether the JSP adopts an explicit 

policy of unarmed or armed neutrality, the US would 

maintain its pressure on Japan to upgrade its defence 

posture. While the US welcomes a shift to the right on 

defence by the JSp,4 it does not consider the JSP to be 

really important given its record as a party in perennial 

opposition. Even if the JSP were to cling to its present 

4. See Asahi, August 5, 1984. The US pointed out that 
the JSP is changing its attitude towards the Security 
Treaty. This, the US argued, is one indication that 
the strengthening of Japan's defence power would be 
more feasible. 



declaratory policy of unarmed neutrality, it would be 

increasingly ineffective in checking the LDP unless it 

improved its electoral performance. 
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Hitherto elections have not been won or lost by 

changes in defence policy. However, if armed neutrality 

were adopted, and if other policy changes could also be 

made - including the JSP distancing itself from the 

socialist bloc so as to appear really neutral; discarding 

Marxist dogmas; lessening its dependence on the trade 

unlons; and building up its grassroot support - the 

cumulative effect might change the moribund image of the 

JSP. These are indeed formidable tasks. Yet, the 

failure of the JSP to adjust to a new milieu can only lead 

to the party's increasing isolation and ineffectiveness in 

checking the LDP on defence issues. The result would be 

a greater inability to affect the formulation of Japan's 

defence policy. 
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