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ABSTRACT

The last decade of the nineteenth century is widely viewed as one of the most momentous in
Australian history. There are many studies which focus on the period, thematicakybwoad
historical narratives of the Australian colonies. There are none that explore how the events
and themes were manifested in rural NSW, nor are there any analyses which reveal the
experiences of ordinary people. This thesis explores the supposélumg the early years of

the 1890s in Central West NSW through the lens of ordinary pedfiat is evident in this

study is that it was dato-day affairs that dominated the lives of most people who were
concerned that the stability, trust, cohesivenes®l prosperity of their communities,
characteristics associated witliyf Y A S & Q  Qengitsénhfliverendt undermined.

This is an account of the Central West during this period. As a regional history, a genre that has
been largely ignored in recent gs, it is a worthwhile narrative on its own account but it also
enables an analysis of larger themes and their impact on daily life. In addition to concentrating

on a specific area, | have focussedan 82 NI & LJ- y 2 &I891 toWwgog as®SQ 2 F
means of more effectively dealing with a multifaceted and almost overwhelming eventful
RSOFRS® LG Aa | KAaAG2NE WwWra tAQPGSRQ KAIKEAIKG

hindsight, but without neglecting a full historical analysis.

Ordinary peofe are habitually overlooked in most traditional and social histories of colonial
NSW. Biographers have chronicled individual lives but there are few collective biographies, the
study of which could shed light on wider historical issues. Hundreds ofdndlgiappear in

and are pivotal to this study. They come from a broad range of occupations and different
socieeconomic backgrounds and represent diverse communities of interest. Hitherto many
have been chiefly anonymous and often there are scant persietails. Nonetheless, it is

their stories that enrich and enlighten this study.
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Central West NSW Location Map*

Map of New South Wales showing Territorial Divisions, Land Board
Districts and Land Districts Sourd&tlasPicturesque AtlasRicturesque
Publishing Company Limited, 1886).

Central West Counties and Population DensitieSource for density
data Census 1891.

NSW Land Divisions as fgenown Lands Act 1884.*

Map shewing the postal stations, mail roag¢elegraph lines in New
South Wales, 1892, compiled, lithographed and printed at the
Department of Lands, Sydney, N.Sd/8tate Library of NSW

Railway Map of New South Waleéustralian Handbook 1893

Electoral and Political Reference MaipNew South Wales Sydney:
Higginbotham and Robinson, 1893tate Library of NSW.

Electorate Ralistribution 188@, Clifford (et alElectoral Atlas of New
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Electorate Ralistribution 1893, Clifford (et alElectoral Atlas of New
South Wales

Banks School Map of New South Wales 1892, Adopted by the
Government in NSW for use in State schools compiled and published by
W J Bankg State Library of NSW

*These maps were drawn by Hamid Rezakarimi. Hamid also provided assistamokizing
other maps to scale.

Note on maps The maps are also provided on CD. This offers an opportunity to view those

maps which are at a small scale with greater clarity. The postal, telegraph and roads map is
particularly useful in that it shows nsbof towns and villages mentioned in the text. Given the

nature and scale, it was not possible to provide a legend for this map. In addition the school
map, although difficult to read, shows the multitude of schools in the district, the location of

whichwould otherwise not be known. The digital copy helps to clarity these.


https://search.sl.nsw.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=SLNSW_ALMA2199442710002626&context=L&vid=SLNSW&lang=en_US&search_scope=BJM&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,Postal%20Stations%20%20Main%20Roads%20and%20Telegraph%20Lines
https://search.sl.nsw.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=SLNSW_ALMA2199442710002626&context=L&vid=SLNSW&lang=en_US&search_scope=BJM&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,Postal%20Stations%20%20Main%20Roads%20and%20Telegraph%20Lines
https://search.sl.nsw.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=SLNSW_ALMA2199442710002626&context=L&vid=SLNSW&lang=en_US&search_scope=BJM&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any,contains,Postal%20Stations%20%20Main%20Roads%20and%20Telegraph%20Lines

ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviations

NSW New South Wales

MLA Member of the Legislative Assembly of NSW
MLC Member of the Legislative Council of NSW
LEL Labor Electoral League

JSBank Joint Stock Bank

Bank of New South Wales NSW Bank

Australian Shearers Union ASU

¢KS tFad2N)lfAaBWAQ ' YAZ2ZY 27 bSé
South Wales

GUOOF Grand United Order of Oddfellows
IOOF Independent Order of Oddfellows,
UAOD United Ancient Ordeof Druids,

MU Manchester Unity,

RAOB Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes

£1is one pound

1/-is one shilling

1d is one pence.

1 Acre equals 4047 Square Metres

1 Mile equals 1.6 Kilometres

Xi



NOTES ON SPELLING

Lake Cargelligo: This is theepent day name for this township, officially
adopted around 1919. During the nineteenth century, there were various
spellingsbut during the period under study, it was generally Lake Cudgellico.

This is the name used in the thesis.

Between 1891 and 1898i¢re was no official Labor Party. Labour members of
parliament were elected under the auspices of the Labor Electoral League
(frequently called the Labour Electoral League). Nonetheless during this period,
the terms Labour Party or Labor Party were fregilyensed. Unless used in a

specific quotation, | have used the terms Labour Party or Labor Electoral League.

LY F &AYATFINI GSAYS W2dzNR 2NJ W2ND Ay 64
spellings as per its contemporary use.
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PREFACE: THE ABORIGINES

On 29 January 1892, ti@owra Free Pres¢B LI2 NJISR GKS RSIFGK 2F +y al
YIEYS 2F 9ftATlIéd ¢KS ySgalLl LISNI RSAONROGSR 9f Al
0SSy Ay GKS /26N RAAGNRAOG F2NI KpA¥FSI NEGKDBA
TNEY G(KS adNNHzYoARISSd ' 002NRAY3 (2 GKS NBLR
AAYLX SySaaé (2 OdND KSNI LINRPLISyaArAde G2 6FyRSN
KSNJI aO02YT2NIAy3d KSNIAYy KSM GXESHDAVOIaAH Pl KON
some time at the Ophir gold fields and had married a white man. Eliza, the newspaper

& dz3 3 Saitlio&gR abdriginal in type, [her] beauty...set off by a good figure, was remarkable,

and it was no doubt on this accountahshe wonK'S &2 6 NA |j dzS G 2 &titlél v dzS Sy
GKAOK &aKS (1 SLXi dzyiaft GKS fFadoé

Three months later théNational AdvocatdNB & LIS OG Fdzf t @8 y23iSR GKS LI &z
Sally Medley, the widow of miner, James Coutts, who had predeceased tveeliog months.

¢KS ySgald LISNI y2iSR GKFG {lrftfte gla az2yS 27F
1Y26y Ay &SOSNIf LI NIHA& 2F GKS O2 dzBaihNdbtéErge | | d
Pressvhich described Sally as ablack ginarfithad f | a4 2F GXKS . | G KdzZNBE G

Eliza and Sally were Wiradjuri people and they are among the few individual Aborigines that
feature in this thesis. People like Eliza and Sarate barely visible but Aborigines in general
and their lifestyles were mostlyidden in the broader community. It is for this reason that they
are largely absent in this study, not because there is a paucity of information (which there is)
but because they largely went unnoticed by ordinary white people and hence their lives shed
little light on everyday life in the district as a whdkirthermore it is arguable that Aboriginal
people were principally untouched by the major historical themes of the time. The political
upheaval is likely to haveoge unnoticed by most Aboriginal pgle. Equally it is difficult to
imagine that they had any interest in the federation of colonies. None of these events altered
or offered any positive change to their circumstances. The deteriorating economic conditions
put pressure on their employment g2 NIidzy AGASa Ay GKS NBIA2yQa N
than other population cohorts, but Aboriginal people were already among the most

impoverished in the colony and bankruptcies and bank failures would not have been of great

! Cowra Free Pre€9 January 1892.
% National Advocat®6 April 1892Sally (Sarah) Medley was born ¢ 1918 and lived in the Orange and
Bathurst districts. 2 1 K NB L2 NI a y205aak8yKi &t 8SSPI KBORYER NJ 0 @&
at KillongbuttaBathurst Free Pre2b April 1892 TheBathurst Free Pred$ February 189feported
i K I rilolddmian named Coutts, whHwadbeen living for some time nedne Forgedied rather suddenly
last $Indaymorning.He had beerill for somell A YS¢ @ | £ a2 & S SOrangelAorghal / A (& / z
Heritage Repor{February 2012)
1



concern to them. In adton, the Aborigines with their apparent disregard for thrift, material
wealth and social order, were viewed by the white population as the antithesis of civilised
society. Moreover, because most Aboriginal people shunned Christianity with its associated
virtues and values they were a threat to the fundamental characteristiggtoeinschaft

which, as | later argue throughout this study, characterised Central West communities.

Nevertheless, this study cannot be complete without some understanding ofath¢ocdday life
of the original inhabitants of the colony and the proper place of such a narrative is at the
beginning. In the following paragraphs, | provide an overview of the lives of and the factors

that impacted on Aboriginal people who lived in thetdct between 1891 and 1893.

- o

S

lllustration 1: Wiradhuri Country (part) as represented in 1892

The Central West is located within Wiradjuri country. By the last decade of the nineteenth
century the Wiradjuri people were severely diminished in numbers thastedat the time
Europeans first crossed the Blue Mountains. The history of engagement with European
settlers is similar to other indigenous communities in colonial K#Wasion, dispossession,
resistance, violence, disease, dispersal, dependendeesilience. As noted by Belinda
dzNBAR3ISSE GRdAzZNAYy3I SIFENIeé O2f2yAlfAalrdAzy 2 AN
2



odzi 0Se2yR GKS FTNRYGASNE &KS | NBdzSas LI adz2Nt
NB i NB | (i &éncefaNdhé ragagesf lisease’. The Aborigines provided much needed

labour with men engaged in occupations such as scrub clearers, labourers, drovers and

shearers while women carried out domestic activities including cooking, cleaning, laundry and
even child minding for stain owners! At the same time the Aborigines were able to maintain
something of a traditional lifestyle. But as land use intensified following the gold rushes and

Of 2aSNJ aSGGt SYSyd fSaratridazys w20SNI /adft s
Ay GKS & SécéidraBRand thitadjué people were driven da residue land away

from the rivers® In additionthe demand for their labour was reduced with white settlers

managing their farms with the help of their families. They also facaapetition from many of

these farmers who undertook seasonal work off farm to supplement their incomes.

By 1894 there were approximately 500 aborigines recorded as living in the district although
according to tle Aborigines Protection Boarthé Board) the itinerancy of much of the

population made it difficult to obtain an accurate data. How many of these people were

Wiradjuri is unknown but people from other groups were known to have lived within or

transited through Wiradjuri country. The more sedant populations lived at Brungle station

and Warangesda missibhoth of which were located outside the Central WeSthough

there would certainly have been interaction between Aborigines living within the Central West

and those at these settlements ihis discussion, | focus on the communifiesated within

the district. These people lived on unmanaged residential reserves, farming reserves where
LIS2LX S 06SOFYS GAYRSLISYRSyd FFNYSNB | yR® NHzNJ f
AccordingtoPetdJ Yl ok ff+ GKSNB gSNB | faz2 Ylye aavlff

4 ~

°B BurbidgeContemporary Wiradjuri relatedness in Peak Hill, New South Walest K5 (KS&aia |y
of Sydney 2014) 40.

* Ibid.

w o/ FadtsS FyR W I3y WSGGtSNAR yR GKS {d1GSY ¢K
Aboriginal History2 (1998): 29.

®The Aborigine Protection Board was formed in 1883. In establishing the Boéwdial Secretary

Alexander Stuart8ti SR G KI G Al 6+ a (GKS aRdzie 2F GKS {GFaGS i
the elevation of the race by affording rudimentary instruction, and by aiding in the cost of maintenance

or clothing where necessary as well as grants of land, gifisdf G& 2NJ AYLX SyYSyida 27F A
Sydney Morning Heralgi March 1883Also see Appendix 2 for Aboriginal population in Central West

counties, according to the 1891 Census.

! Brunglewas a government settlement established in 188&8vadssituated1 km from Brungle town,

midway between Tumuand GundagalMWarangesda whictvas situated on théMurrumbidgeeRiver

about 2 kmfrom Darlington Pointvas established in 1880 by John B Gribble and managed by the

Aborigines Protection Associatiomhis Associen was formed in 1880, the nucleus of which veas

organisation formed tsupport Maloga Aboriginal Mission (located on the Murray River near Moama).

See FRReadA history of the Wiradjuri people of New South Wales 1B&3(PhD thesis Australian

Nationd University 1983) andll CatoDaniel Matthews and his mission, Murray River, 18802 (St

Lucia University of Queenslanti976).SeeAustralian Dictionary of Biograplgr biography of John

BrownGribble.

® ReadA History of the Wiradjuri peopla6.



iKS NAGSNI i D22t2232y30ddddzyRSNI oNARISE owe
0F2NJ SEFYLX S (KS wl°Nd asd iotesDiatiFérides, Chdoblin, BagoNt 0 ¢ @

Wellington, Peak Hill and Orange were other locations for camps and reserves.

In mid-1893, the Board fostered the creation of reserves on the Wellington common and at

[ 2201 y3 [ NBS1T YSINItIN]Sad ¢KS f I GeiitBeNJ 6 & F2
.2FNR NB2SOGSR | YOIlaLuiSteA GI2iNa 2y ING yIii @& (EF y R )
recommendation of the police at Peak Hill another area was set aside on the eastern bank of

the Bogan Rivel’ Earlier in the year the Department of Lands at thehest of the Board,
NEASNBSR 1ty |ONBa |4 GKS 2dzyOilAazy 2F GKS 22f¢
Fo2NRAIAYILE FILYAEfASE KFER 688y FIENNAY3I F2N) 42Y
NEFNAYy3 &iG201 HAceordAgt@HeathB DERRI £ daiKS NBIazy
government responded favourably was that Aboriginal demands for land were seen as

O2YLJI GADES GAGK AlG& 26y FAYa T2 NMLaddwadsatA ySa
aside for cultivation by the Aborigines so thatthéydzt R RSNRA @S aly AyO2YS
FIYAtASaé | yR SyO02dzaNI 38 GKSY aid2 asSdtrheS | yR

Board was also prepared to act to safeguard its efforts such as seeking the reservation of the

land at Wollondilly concernedtht &y | LILX AOF GA2y o6& | ySAIKO?2
Fd + O2YyRAGAZ2Y It LidzNIrKahothé&r instam dattiy o dlvica ledOSa a ¥
the police atObleyi KS . 21 NR NBFSNNBR (GKS YFGGSNI 2F I &

twohaf-Ol 84S 62YSy 2F° KSANJ aSt SOiGA2yas o

Diana Mudgee was one of the few Aborigines who owned land in their own right. Her situation

gl & dzydzadzrt Ay (GKIG aKS KSER FLIWNBEAYFGSte@ p
Mudgee. But whether Diana acquit¢he land through the largesse of Cox (who acted as

Jdzk NI yiG2ND 2N 6KSGKSNI KSNI yIYS 461 a dzaSR o6& K

PR KaballArchaeological Aspects of Aboriginal Settlement of the period ¢8890 in the Wiradjuri
Region(PhD Thesis Australian National University 1999) 187.
19 Sydney Morning Heratt? May 1893Evening New May 1892Evening New8 April 1893Sydey
Morning Herald8 December 1893
1 Evening New&8 February 1893
I D22RIEff W[IYR AYy 2dNJ 26y O2dzy (i NE ¥astef Bustraia2 NJA I A y
My ¢ n  { RborigigamHistori4 (1990): 8.
3 |llawarra Mercury23 June 1892
“ Evening Newsl8 February 1893
1 Daily Telegrapl29 December 189Reserves at Canowindra and Sofala were revoRedy Telegraph
9 November 1892.
'® Diana Mudgee [(c1820K902) The first written record relating Dianawas in 1840 when sheas
purportedly R @Ay 3 Ay aO2y OdzoAyl 3S¢ GAGK I  &SNBppgais 6 WF Y S
though that Diana wapossibly onlyl3 years of age and she already had a daughter (Sahat40
Diana marriecanother man, convicVilliam Phillipavho had beenassigned to CoxPhillipsand Sarah
4



ILLUSTRATION 2: JANE RAYNER (née VITNELL) (1857 -1919)

ILLUSTRATION 3: ELIZABETH BLACKALL (née RAYNER) (1848-1917)

Aboriginal people worked in a wide range of occupations although, unsurprisingly, there is
little any information on the public record of their working lives and rarely are individuals
identified. For example, th®olong Expreseoted that a drovewas involved in an accident
near the town in 1893 and around the same time, Mational Advocateeported that an

employee of a Cobb and Co driver was injured at Hereford but there were no names

had two children (Mary Ann and Emma) before he left her in 1845. In 1847 Diana became involved with
Robert Rayner a former convict. He and Diana had seven chiltrlerding Jane and ElizabetRobert
Rayner acquiredahd at Piambong (near Mudgee) but whiea died in 1874 his land did not pass to

5AFyl 0SOFdzaS GKS& 6SNB y24 YINNASRO® P FOGSNI whk 8y
Jdzl NI ¢ K2 NISB@SdNI G KS OANDdzY & | yownerahip Atldbidd BadzieRtinhé 5 A |y |
YIEYS F2NI mn @SIENE® LY mMydp S5AFYylFQa fFyRa LI aasSR 7

a2y 27T DS 2 NAtps:/hidsjsNdv.aulcallectioms/collectionsnline/digitised
collections/dianamudgee/dianasstory.]


https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/diana-mudgee/dianas-story
https://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/diana-mudgee/dianas-story

mentioned!’ Alexander Stewart a drover and station handhia Orange district'® John Ross

Brownl 0221 &G W2Ky ! (D\W2\NR AWbEeNgethbgramhpeckizeNd € & G
horse breaker, Jack Caweere exceptions® Others such as Fred Suttor and Ned Lambert
RSAONAROSR a al 02 NFegodymingrs’az2ya 2F GKS az2ité o

ILLUSTRATION 4: JACK CAVE

Some men, such as John Phillips, were Aboriginal tratk&ssnoted by Bennett trackers had
0SSy SYLX 28SR aAyGE LS I2ZNBNEEZS BUINIERYRINEO & | ¢/ R
4 SNB a o S NBSloy¥dirthé forine &Mcultural and pastoral central and neststern

1 Molong Expres$6 December 1893\ ational Advocaté November 1893

18 Alexander Stewart bor830s in Orange died in 191%narried Agne®ray (nonindigenous) at
Mudgeein 1871...moved to the Dubbo and Wellington district around 1880...Alexander worked as a
drover and station laboureOrange City Coundlirange Aboriginal Heritage Repo41

19 John Ross Brown (died 1891). Nettional Advocatenoted in his obituary that John Ross Brown was
well known in the Condobolin district and had been a coo®&albolion station for several yearsh&
YySsaLl LISNI RSEAOMISNER 2K RY YR ¥ Za YR X lftglea fly26y 6
K 2 y 2NdfibsafPAdvocated 9 January 1891See Appendix 1 for biography of John Gardiner.

% Jack Cave (c188BM hpp N4 0 0 2 NY A Ke grelv Gipkod2dihl propRrfied dndlkaOthed G
skills of éhorse breakerAround the turn of the century hmoved to the Walgett district and took up
the job of tracker at Mogil Mogil indD0.He was later the trackeat Glencoe from 1904 to 190A.
talented jockey, he once rode five wiars at a Walgett race meetingle later tracked aBathurst and in
1925 saed twovaluable racehaes from a fierce stable firds noted by Percy Gresser, Cave was
greatly interested in native animals and took a job at a wildlife reserve at Balwyn, Victoria. He later
moved to Coolangatta, Queenslarehd worked at Coolangatta @defore passing away in the 1950s.
Pathfinders NSW A History of NSW Aboriginal Trackira project by Dr Michael Bennett
http://pathfindersnsw.org.au/

2! Bathurst Free Pres® March 1889

22 John Phillipsvas employed as a tracker in 1891 and 1892 at Ora@genge Aboriginal Heritage
Report 147


http://pathfindersnsw.org.au/

I NB I & %butwerg alsb employed by the police mainly in the western districts. For
example the hunt for the murderer of bank manager John Phillips and family friend Fanny

Cavanap was delayed while a tracker was brought fraink S &a ot I 01 &4¢ B YL) y S|

Many Aborigines were shearers. A delegate from the Board reported to a meeting held in the

P OKdzZNBRG . FLIAAAG / KAZNOK GKIEG Fy 'oaaNAIAYS TN
AKSENRAY3I (2dzNE YR GKSNB 6SNB &AYAL L NI NB LR NI
district also joined the touf> Aboriginal shearers were also admitted to the Australian
{KSFNBENBRQ ! yA2y>S a2YSOKAYy3 LI &dthNeeting Beld inCNI y O
P OKdINBG Ay mydm G2 F2NY F 0N} yOK 2F GKS ! dza
shearer unionists had such a strong objection to colored labor why did they allow aboriginals

G2 22Ay UGKS dzy A2y £ nfgrznis wolla beidhitluriosts we caryifgé  NB | &
GKS Y2Gd22 a! daGNFE Al F2NJ GKS 1 dzaGNI f Al yaé

Most of the Aborigines who undertook seasomalrk would have travelled through what
YIEolffl V2 dr&dnaloginteéNSKIS\ 28/dzd OA NDplased suéhds ¢ KSa S f
Cowra, Gooloogong, Forbes and Condobolin on the Lachlan River and Bathurst, Wellington and
5dz6 602 2y GKS al Oljdzk NAS wA@GSNXP a2NB20SNE KS a
settlements in the historical period parallels with Wiradjuri satient before European

I NNE'BIOO2NRAY I (2 wSIR (GKAA aY20SYSyid 2F LIS2L
2 N} y3ISaRlI FyR . Ndzy3t So %lhadditorto ok lthisdzNB 2 F S0
circulation was due to factors such as visiting and kinshipatigigs, forage and water.

' yO2@SNAY3I 20KSNJ alLlSoita 2F SOSNEREFEE fATFTS Aa
constructs daily activities such as lighting fires, collecting water, communal cooking and eating,
drinking, gardening and care of anim&sSocial life included dancing, music and stafing.

As discussed elsewhere men occasionally participated in town sports, travelling throughout the

district generally competing in pedestrianism and other athletics.

[ FYL) t AGAY AT LNXNIOY DY @ NFRAKFTS (®ISYWAE O2dzZ R 0o
a lack of a clean water supply and inadequate facilities for waste disposal caestiti due,
AY LI NIAOdzZ F NE | OO0O2NRAYy3I G2 WHySi ald/lFtYlLy |

2 http://pathfindersnsw.org.aul

**Boorowa New$ October 1893. | discuss the murders of John Phillips and FannyagaJater.

?® Bathurst Free Pred November 1891.

% Bathurst Free PregsMay 1891

2 KaballaArchaeological spects of Aboriginal Settlemergl4, 336. He also notes connections along
the Murrumbidgee lines.

P Readh Hundred Years W#Eanberra: Ausélian National University Press 1988) 42.

# KaballaArchaeological Aspects of Aboriginal Settlemeng-211, 215.


http://pathfindersnsw.org.au/

respiratory aad gastreS y i S NA O PR adiifoh,a®88E R a0 ( Séamditdkbd O Y LI
2aa20AFGSR Ay (KS YAyYyRa 2F (2¢yalLlS2L3dtabd 64 i(K
a4 D22RIFff adza3asSadasz gSNB alL) | OSa aidkepts KA OK !
FANNE @ 2dzi 2F aA3aKGE dzyt B@omplantsFrammyfoivh £ G KSA NJ f
populations about the camps or the Aborigines were not unusual. At the height of the 1892
diphtheria epidemic in Cowra, there was an attempt to move the campdin 1894,

residents complained to the Board about Aborigines being about the f6®eople in

Temora, alarmed by a proposal bghn Gribble to relocate Aboriginal children from Cowra to

GKIFG 26y 6SNB O2yOSNYySR GKI ( TheseSohBpedpdzf R 6
YySSR y2i KI @S 0SSy O2yOSNYySR Fa GKS .2FNR afF
sametmed G KI § GKS LI NByiGa 2F GKS OKAt RNBYoodSYLI
There were complaints in some areas about the attendasfokboriginal children at public

schools although there are no documented complaints from parents within theral&Vest

between 1891 and 189%

 LILWNREAYLFGSt@ pnn OKAfRNBY | GGSYRSR GKS 0O2f 2
LINA @I ( St & hildrenattehrdedSspemiallypestéblished Aboriginal schools. In 1892 only

six childrenwvere present athe local public school at Cowra and this attendance was sporadic.

In response to representations from the local police, the Board established a schib@ on
NEaSNBSo® ¢KS LRfAOS a4daA3ISadSR GKIG GKS OKAfR
RAR y2( tA1S YAEAY3I 6AGK (GKS 6KAGSaé |yR AT
fourteen children would attend. The Board and the Department dflielAdministration

accepted the advice and the Mulyan Provisional School opened in early’1893.

Vad/ FEYEY W YR YALLSY Wt 2 LdddSMatiat@eThelCyntbridgeHistorii K Q Ay
of Australia Volume 1 Indigenous and @l AustraliagdMelbourne: Cambridge University Press 2013)
302.
%! ReadA History of the Wiradjurpeople, 256.
%2 H Goodallinvasion to Embassy: Land in Aboriginal Politics in New South Waled97Z(5ydney:
SydneyUJniversity Press 20088,
®Twomend SNE 2F GKS / 26N} [/ 2dzyOAf Y20SR | YzGAazy G2
OF YLX 0SOldzaS (GKSe& 0StASOPSR GKS 26y & (GSNI adzLILI ¢
support the proposalCowra Free Pred$ April 1893.
*PReadPathersand®o/ a Y ! { (1 dzR& 2 FAboldingl Slistarys A(198D)P9. M cbn n Q
% Cootamundra Heral@2 March 1890
* There was a wepublicised campaign at Gulargambone (located to the naréist of the district) to
have Aboriginal children excluded from the sohbut the children could not be excluded as they were
GKFoAlGdz-tte Of Sryr RSOSydGfte Ofl R &ACRIzawk Se 02y RdzOi
Chronology of Aboriginal Children's Education at Gulargambone 18832007 https://ab-
ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/files/2@B29bcaselanding&-gulargambone.pdfAlso seeBathurst Free Pred®
April 1891.
%" Daily Telegrapfi Nov 1892Sydney Morning Heraltd December 1892. The first teacher was Charles
LazelleSydney Morning Heralt¥ April 1893.
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https://books.google.com.au/books?id=Arp5rgEACAAJ&dq=inauthor:%22Allison+Cadzow%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjn8aaups_ZAhVEu7wKHd6eCRYQ6AEIMzAC
https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/files/2008329b-case-landing-&-gulargambone.pdf
https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/files/2008329b-case-landing-&-gulargambone.pdf

There was a special school at the Warangesda mission but the overall management of the

station and the standard of the school were poor leading to confliciveet the Board and

the Aborigines Protection Association. In its 1891 annual report, the Association believed that
0KS . 2FNRQa KFIyR2dzia FyR GKS aLJ Sy(dA¥FdzAg & dzLIL
Aborigines to live at their stationéBetweenmy oM YR My po X & dzOK G Kl yR:
clothing at Wollar, WellingtorReak Hill, Bathurst and Forb&Rations were also provided to

a destitute half caste family at Eugowra following a report by MLA George Hutctfiason

another family aHargraves whiad been fossicking at Crudene CrébRolice at Rylstone

askedi KS . 2FNR F2NJ | ROAOS I-®2RAIS RINZIDA RNIVIA WS di -
dzy KI LJLJB o6dzi NMz SR aAF Rdz2NAy3I GKS SgAYyGSNI asSt a
shouldnotls ff26SR (2 adl NBS yR GKS YIF{J4 SN 61 &

Camp dwellers could find themselves on the wrong side of the law. Newspaper reports of
court proceedings were as stereotyped as for other marginal groups such as prostitutes. A

0 KdZNBEGEZ al dzR . NByyly KFER GKS YA&aF2NldzyS (2
(eS¢ akKS KIR y2 @A&aA0fS YSlIya 2F AdzZLIR NI |y
| KAY Il YSy 2 F*ThelCowraNriee RiessPartarl on a fight that eruptechithe street
0SG6SSy G662 ddzyNHz & ofl Olaés W2KYy t KAffALEA |
FNRY GKS NHzy OFailé¢ SYRSR Ay (GKS da3IAYy WLINRYAA
of I 01 aQ OF Y kéatancet t thied miohtlis gbd'! &

What constituted everyday life for aborigines in the district is almost impossible to determine.
Local newspapers where the ebb and flow of everyday life of ordinary people were most
apparent were for the consumption of white commurés. Unsurprigsgly then there was

hardly ever any mention of aboriginal activities other than in the coverage of court reports or
the rare obituary of people such as Eliza and Sally. Between 1891 and 1893, the exploits of the

oDoraDorablackg captured the imaginationf local newspapers as well as attention in

% New South Wales Aboriggs Protection Associatiddur Black Brethren: Their Past, Present and

Future being the Annual Report of the Aborigines Protection Associ&ydney: William Brooks The

City Printer 1892). Unsurprisingly relations between the two organisations weraetrauch that in

late 1892, the Board assumed control for the management of the mission stafiosgalian Sta7

April 1893

% Sydney Morning Heralil December 189Daily Telegrapi27 June 1892.

“°Daily Telegraphi8 March 1892See Appendix 1 for licaphy of George Hutchinson.

MeKS FIEYAf @ a2dAKG & Y2 ySS [iNE  LOdANSNKS: (8l SyréBestive £ &y - 20NE0E
acceded to by the board which decided to supply the family with ratidostralian Sta2 January

1892

42 Sydney Morning Heral2 May 1893

**Maud who had several convictions, was released on the condition she left Bathurst. The police
YI3AaGNI S adzaasSaidtSR KIFG (KSNB aNatbroxARvom@mt80 ¢ a2 vYSsS |
November 1893.

* Cowra Free Preds June 189.



colonial and intercolonial newspapelsSome metropolitan newspapers reported on the
weekly meetings of the Board where issues such as the distribution of rations and blankets,
the declaration of reserves, marnament concerns at Brungle and the testy relationship

between the Board and the Association were canvassed.

The Wiradjuri people were variously ostracised, pitied but mostly ignored. The extent to which
people in the Central West shared tBgdney Morningierald statement that Aborigines

wered2yS 2F GKS t2¢Sald GelLlSa 2F KdzYlyrAid& gAlK
cannot be knowff but it is probable that many shared the widely held view that the

Aborigines were a dying race. Still, regardleistheir poverty and diminution of culture, there

gl az +a wSIkR &dza3Ss afithaEsustained Aldbfighat codiunies 2 F | A Y &
throughout the district.

“51n 1891 two Aboriginal merBoolyal and Thunimmberi also known to Europeans as Jacky and Willie,
murdered a woman at Benalla in Victoria and a Polish settler at Dora Dora near Albury. The men,
described as théDora Dora blacks evaded capture for @r two years. Colonial newspapers chronicled
the manhunt and as time went gshowed a begrudging respect for their exploits and disdain for the
authorities failure to arrest thenM Rolls and M Johnsdtistorical Dictionary of Aboriginal Australians
(Lantam: Scarecrow Press 20)1@5. In 1892 théational Advocateeported(i K I Tie Fdrbes police
arrested three blackellows yesternight, who are supposedd@S @ KS 52N} 52N} FdzaA0A
@ S NI Ma@iahab Advocated 4 December 1892
“The newspaper wasditorialising on the purpose of sending Aborigines as an exhibit to prfasr
Chicago Columbian Exposition] that veapposed tqpromote commercial and othrefriendlyNB £ | G A 2 y & £ ¢
Sydney Morning Heraft3 January 1892
*"ReadA history of the Wiradjurigople of New South Walgz3.
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INTRODUCTION

Between 1891 and 1893 diarists, Mudgee orchardist Peter Rheinberger, CavaaThomas

hQ{ Kl dzyySadaae FyR [2dzAal 2Ff3&aK RIFdAKISNI 2F Wi
chronicled their everyday livesOver the three years Peter records his efforts, supported by

wife Aboline and family, to cultivate their orchards. Hisdribes the engagemenbusiness
andpleasureg A K GKS FlFYAfeQa ySAIAKo2dzZNA YR FTNRSY
RSg2GA2yas (GKS O0ANIK 2F KAa YR !'02tAySQa &z
sense his empathy with his s@ustavus, forlorn on his first day at boarding school and with

his sister Katy who had to abandon her hopes of becoming a nun. We also feel his pride in his
election as mayor of Cudgegong and the recognition of his expertise as a vigneron. Thomas
details hs mining activities, including discoveries of mineral specimens and the miscellany of

other work with which he made a living. Community events, interaction with family and with

work partners, the weather, births, deaths and marriages also feature. Looiea similar

kinds of minutiaeas well as social occasions including picnics and dances, visits by friends and
FILYAf@YT AYOGSNIOlA2Yy 0SGsSSy .iDécssiontllydryseent 26 Q 6

below, she frequently mentions events outside hevaispurview.

Each writer records occurrences that touch on the broader themes discussed in this thesis
AyOftdzZRAY3I fF¢ YR 2NRSNI LI NBydG Ay [2dAal Q&
service on a jury and Thomas as a witness in an arson Eas@omic concerns are reflected in

[ 2dzA &1 Q&4 RAIFNE SYidNASa 2y (GKS LINBaSyOoOS 27F dzy
her suggestion that bank failures were impacting on activity in Mudgee. Thomas takes

advantage of the prospecting vote instiéd by the government to encourage mining activity

and Peter enters his farm in the agricultural prizes scheme established to support best practice
FINYAYID 9RdzOlI GA2Y O6DdzalGl @dza wKSAYoSNEHSNI I+
establishingaprivi S a4 0K22f ySIFNJ adzRISSOT KSFEtGK o/ GF
¢CK2YFaQ K2YS NBYSRASAOT LREAGAOA 6t SGSNRaA |
F2N myopm St SO0GA2Y FTYR ¢K2YFAQ 20aSNBFGA2Yy (K
at/ 26NI 0T | yRE NBfATAZ2Y 00GKS WKSAYOSNAESNI T YA

! Peter Rheinbergednpublished diarie€l891-1893) copy held by Mudgee District Historical Society;
Louisa Walskunpublished diarie€1891-1893) copy held by Mudgee District Historical Society and
Thomash Q{ K I dzUkipliBshed diarie$18911893) copy held by Cowra and District Historical
Society also transcript published by Frank Munlvy Early Pioneers and their Lives
http://www.frankmurray.com.au/xxx2. See fpendix 1for biographies of Peter Rheinberger, Thomas
O'Shaughnessy and Louisa and James Walsh.
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LINASada W2Ky hQ52y2@Lty |yR tFGNRO] 52N}y 2

at the Catholic convent), are all evident in the lives of the diafists.

lllustration 5:  Aboline ( née Shipp) and Peter Rheinberge r
Louisa ( née Cross) and James Walsh ( L o u $ mararis)

Peter Rheinberget K2 Y & h Q{ KI dzy y S awer ortlinafg peppiedizing ih the | f a K
colonybetween 1891 and 1893{ow they and anultitude of others lived during the early

8SIFNE 2F UKS flad RSOIFIRS 2F (GKS YyAYSASSyidK O
discussed below, many observers suggest that the 1890s which were characterised by severe
economic depression, poliit and industrial turmoil and cultural change, was one of the most
dynamic periods in Australian history. Whifese issues have been taken up in broad

narratives and thematic studies there are few accounts of how ordinary people lived, from

either colonal or regional perspectives. My thesis is offered as a contribution to redressing this
shortcoming. In my exploration of the lives and experiences of ordinary people in a rural

district InNSW, | argue that the previohypotheses about the 1890s, at ledst the early

years, are not borne out to the extent as would generally be supposed. Inevitably colonial

macro concerns had an impact but it was dayday affairs that dominated the lives of most

ordinary people who, all the while, were concerned that gtability, cohesiveness and

prosperity of their communities were not undermined.

This thesis is a regional history of Central West NSW. | chose this district for no other reason
than | was born and grew up there. It is where my Irish, English and Gemmagrant
ancestors settled from the 1860s onwards and | have a natural curiosity about where and how

they lived. Hence the Central West is foremost in this analysis of everyday life. My regional

®See Apendix 1 for biographies a2 Ky h Q52y2@Fy | yR t I iNAO]l 52Nl yo
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study is like many others. It is not, in the words of DebbbieJLJt S3F G S aYlye &avyl f
accumulating and mystically bending int®2 Y LJ2 a A ( S LJ2 NIANditlsihor@ F | y' I
GKFYy 6KFEG {G0SLIKSYy ¢dz0]1 OI'DS2FFNBE@KA QT iRV DE2 N
the purpose of regional history i8t ¢ At f dz2GNJI GS FyR | YLXEATFEES |y
dzy RSNBE Gl YRAY 3 2F YI 2B pertidentSThiSisialso tieRase witl BElizeA 2 v & €
+y 9SRSyQa KelLRiKSaAa GKIG NBIAZ2YIE KAAG2NE
it with a paticular theme or themes with the intention of reflecting its local, regional, national

FYR AYGSNYFGA2ylf AYLI Olaédod .dzi aKS faz2 | NH
history of its own people and the places in which they five this vén | am drawn to Bent
CtegoeSNHQa (KSaAaz Ay KAa RA&AOdzaaiAzy 2y (KS
atdzRe O0Ay GKAA AyaldlyOS I NBIA2yIf KA&AG2NERO

~

Establishing what comprises a district is not straightforNR ® ! & {dzal y ! NXYA G 3
region is one of those words whose meanings everyone knows until they actually have to
RSTANS BAlERD W2KyYy al/ | NIieQa RSTAYAGARZ2Y 2F | ¥F:
characteristics that are evenly spreRé¢ € AYAGAYy 3 | f (6 K2dzZaAK KS |jdz £ A
Y2aild GR2YAYlIyYy(ld OKINI GiSNAAAPORAGEKBaANKBISA T A
language; culture; economic; society; political movements and traditions; and the changing
relationshiptoli KS y I GA2Yy &l (*Svhile Sufevi RikkyelehtdtascBbesta LI NIi €
plethora of characteristicg geographical, artificial, intuitive, pliable, fixed, embryonic and/or
evolving** Jim Hagan notes that most definitions of regions are somewhat arkitr
adz33asSadaAay3azr Ay (GKS OFrasS 2F b{2z GKIFIG 28SNIAY

such as school, police and land districts, and political electordtesthis sense the maps in

DI LILIE S GS a9daNRB LIS 2F wSIA2yaY -NatbifalPh@dinMogsr 2y K
¢ A Y $he &merican Historical Revievol. 104, no. 4 (Octobdi999):1173
U ¢ #i€driogkphical REA S8 ¢ KS b S¢ | YH: NBtditayJournad, 3(2008k &% Q
°D /. 2fh2y WwSIAZ2YLEE | A &KigoN® Didciflings drdl Cultilirds bl Q Ay W
Australasia(St Lucia: University of Queensland Press 1979): 218.
9 +ly 9SRSY W/ KIftSyaaya ¢NIRAGAZ2YIE 2F8&a 2F /[ 2V
' FNAOILY {2YS Dt 20 lnternftiénhl Bidynal yfRegiogaRand{ Léchl Nkt§hyH(2014):
37.
. CtegoSNH WCADS ahi adiydRINBwSLayERieIEEkEGVo! 1@ AodApril / + & S
2006): 220.
8 SArmitage { | 2 FFE@ the Insile Out: Rewriting RegioktistoryFrontiers: A Joural of Women
Studiesvol 22 no 3 (2001): 32.
SJWMcQarty W! dza G NI £ A Iy  iwAurklidn/historical skudiésRidsilie @0 (1978): 91, 92.
Yoo by OFaGSNI WeKS b2NIK 91 &inBLaScysRDINgROMAINYAIA § RA & (
An Agenda for Regional HistofiNewcastle upon Tyn&orthumbria University RRss 2007): 24.
"' SRiukulehtod w S 3 A 2 y IBétwekriTimé anBpace SRilkuehto (ed)Between Space and
Time(CambridgeScholars PublishirZp15 ProQuest Ebook Centrdittps://ebookcentratproquest
com.virtual.anu.edu.au/lib/anu/detail.action?doclD=3563604
12JHagan(ed) People and Politics in Regional New South $/dtdume 1 1856 to the 1950s
(Leicthardt: Federation Pres2006) 2.
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GKAOK (GKS 02f2yeQa NBIA2¥a52NBSRSANDaSRKR: | NBE
I Y2 YSyiXaf'%aiSthe case with theyCoistral West. For exartipamaps of the

district between 1891 and 1893 show counties, land divisions and districts which contextualise

the land legislation being keentiebated at the time and the electoral boundaries drawn

before and after the electoral redistribution of 1893, reflect not just shifting demographics but

political and community awareness that followed the emergence of the Labour Party in“1891.

It could beargued that the Central West region in the late nineteenth century had a very

f AYAGSR LISRAINBS® LG RAR y20 adNrROidfe O2yT2N
al NBEI NBG YARRESQa daaSy 2F |, SadSNRIe&é FyR KA
G 2ENF LIKAOKE X LI AGA GTIhdeed Raflid Goldnek deSybéskthé @ | Y R ¢
RAAGNROGQA 3IS23INI LKAOI f *yedinmyaRylrasfiectsithie Ceéntraly KA &
West is an ideal region in inland NSW to study. The district comprisesd aritrathe highest

QX

(et

inland densities and others with close to the lowest. It had fertile and less productive
agricultural land, large pastoral stations, considerable deposits of gold and other minerals
scattered throughout the district and a cealining industry. Urban communities ranged from
the largest town west of the Blue Mountains (Bathurst) to rural settlements that were among
the smallest in the colony. Between 1891 and 1883district had similar and disparate
attributes in settlement, social andittural networks, political affiliations and economic
conditions. Theegional mosaic comprised a settlement pattern which was not replicated
elsewhere in the colony. Consequently, this presents an opportunity to canvass a broader

range of issues impactiran rural NSW than may otherwise have been the case.

Many regions that are the subject of historical study are in the first instance defined

geographically. Ad/eston Batesuggeststr NBIA 2y G oA (G K2dzi 3IS23INIF LK
NXzR R'Q\sIEpdviusly stated, the Central Weist located within Wiradjuri country. It is

crossed by two major rivershe Lachlan and the Macquarie which, at the time, were
SYGNByOKSR Ay GKS NBIAZ2yQa LAae&OKSXandiskS RA &GN

BDal aasde wtfl OS HistdryWrkshdp JcuNiistel3%1095)188.
““The Central West was divided into a number of different areas, districts or secfioase include
counties, land divisions and districts, municipalities and couxtlist of these is appendix 3. Also see
Maps 2, 3 and 4.
> M KiddleMen of Yesterday: A Social History of the Western District of VictorialB88Melbourne:
Melbourne University Presk961); G L Buxtonhe Riverina 1861891 (Carlton: Melbourne University
Press 1967).
%5 | D2t RySeé YLGolineRaRdIGRowi@ (¢ heANgitior@al Trust of Australia (NSW)
Scenic and Scientific Survey of the Central Western Region A Repertustralian Heritage
Commission Volume(Bathurst: Mitchell College of Advanced Education 1987): 2.
Y'W. I (r8e Usban Sprinkle: Country Towns/ R ! dza NI £ A | yih AusBaliah Ecgrioic | A 3 ( 2 |
History Review9 no 2 (Septembet970)204.
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situatedin the central portion of NSW west of the Blue Mountains and east of the Darling

River. The upper reaches of the Bogan River form part of the northern boundary as does the
Abercrombie Riverinthe soutfi.¢ KS RAaAGNRAR OGQa aSiidpofraplyoli LI G
the area comprising the mountainous areas in the east, through undulating tablelands to

extensive plains in the west, and @sldney notes, as one moves eastwards, altitude and

rainfall decrease concurrent with an increase in evaporatidnis, in part, these geographical

features that shape the regional boundary | adopt in this study. This boundary comprises an
FYFEf3FY 2F GKS b{2 | SN {thel&hldnBrB LedttaDd KA & G 2 NR
Tablelandg?

Regional and local history are sonme¢s indistinguishable. Maurice French cites histories by

Kiddle, Bolton, Buxton, D W Meinig, Ronald Heathcote and Duncan Waterson as regional
KAadG2NRSa odzi SEOft dzRS& . Aff DFYYF3ISQa addzRe
to scale and degeeof analysi$'[ 2 OF f KA aG2NE | OO0O2NRAY3 (2 51 @]
communities, often written for and by the localsk S Y & $*M@sSei dederibes local
KAad2NeEQa OKNRYyAOfSa 2F GKS WRS@St2LIYSyiQ 27
r2 & | *Nbatis exploration, early white settlement, pioneer settlers, establishment of towns,
municipal progress, construction of infrastructure such as the first railway and cultural

institutions. There are many local histories of towns and villagdsaerCentral West, most of

which are typical of the genre. Commemorative volumes on schools, churches and local
government are plentiful, many of which have been beneficial to this study. But, although

there are some thematic studies, there are no compreliamsegional histories, a

circumstanceaemedied here?*

18 SeeMap 1 for location of Central West.
19 HaganPeople and Politic490: Goldneycenic and Scientific Surydy
O NSW Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs and Plaf@ggnal Histories of NS{A996).
“'M FrenchWw S 3 A 2 y lirf GDavisanG, 2 Midt@nd S Macintyre (e@i&e Oxford Companion
History of Australian HistorffMelbourne: Oxford University Press: 20639, D W MeinigOnthe
Margins of the Good Earth The South Australian Wheat Frontier-1889" (Adelaide Rigby 1962 R L
HeahcoteBack of Bourkéelbourne:Melbourne University Press 196BuxtonThe RiveringD B
WatersonSquatter, Selector and Storekeeper A History of the Darling Downsl8838SydneySydney
University Press 19688 Gammag®larrandera ShiréBill Gammag for the Narrandera Shire Council
1986.
2G5 gAaz2y W[ireDAMisbn el a®xdoid 2iskBrydf Australian Histo397.
®5 alaasSe WwWtfl O08%A yR ¢KSANItlFadaQs
**Some studies include ®A S NYKS® /48 v (iiMIHdganPeSpielam Politics iRegional New
South Wales Volume 1 1856 to th®850s(Leichardt:TheFederation Press 2006192; HaganPeople and
Politics in NSWRegional Histories of NSW Kasg#\ Thematic History of the Central West Comprising the
NSW Historical Regions of Lachlax £entral TablelandSydney NSW Heritage Office 200&pldney
Scenic and scientific survey
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Riukulehto and Van Eeden both review the historiography of regional history. While Riukulehto

FOly26f SR3ISA GKFG AG YEe 65 LINBYFGdNB (2 O2y
GKFG ay$eo O2p0yB0OGA2ya Oy OftSFENIé 6S aSSy Ay
[A1S6ArAaS Iy 9SRSYy 0StAS@Sa GKIG GKS ayYlyeg @
O2yaARSNBR | a 0O2YLX SY &gdwillki@seah,zhrodgh Bis @nflilsh KA &

of regional history and history from below, my thesis contributes to historical scholarship.

History from below emerged from the discipline of social history in the 1960s. John Tosh
f22aSte RSFTAySa GKS 1 0dGSNI I dhe vdtkplacé 40d the(i 2 NB 2
02 Y Y dzy*Fdr PeteddStearns, this involves exploring a range of behaviours, institutions,

events and processes, an approach that | follow in this stUiythat tradition | also examine
interrelationships and interactions betwe individuals and with and between communities in

order to establish the nature of society in the Central West. But while an exploration of the
elements and symbolism of the everyday provides the framework, it does not reveal, in the

words of Martyn Lyors (1 KS G LISNB 2yt | yR LINF®I@sthr&ighd2 A 0S a
history from below that | givethe 8 a SYo f | S 2 F drdh&y pedpl, imbidy 6f 2 Sa i
whomwered f 280 SAGKAY KAAG2NRAROIt AR VWiSsaSa 2N Ay

Tacklinga history from below is not simple given its various practitioners see the methodology
differently. Andrew Port, for example, includes it with microhistory atithgsgeschichté Wi K S
KAdaG2NR 2F (KS SOSENRBROND LI i2RNEE POB NOKLIZF QA K
ddza3Sadazs Ay@2t @Ay3 al RNIYFGAO NBRdAzOGAZY 27

O2YYdzyAtie 2NJ 3PSOV I Odali K2 EHSRI&EONK6Sa AlGE T2

iconicMaking of the English Working Clagssrecovering the historical agency of powerless

BwAadzl dzf SKG2 WYwwSIA2yFE 1 Aad2NBEQS ns pT +*Fy 9SRSyYy
%% 3 ToshThe Pursuit of Histoffifth edition (Oxon and New York: Routledg013) 70Geoff Ely provides
a comprehensive overview on the evolution of social history inS&Ehed¥Generations of SocialA & (i 2 NB Q
Encyclopedia of European Social HistBnycyclopedia.confretrieved 4 January 2018),
http://www.encyclopedia.com/international/encyclopedisamanacdgranscriptsand
maps/generationssociathistory,/ K NI S@w & K NX @Ry 3 nOzZMEREelFEHg yhe Past IS a Q A
The Worlds of Social Histdi@hapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press 1985) is also
helpful.
TLGSENYa adzaA3sada GKFEG | aFdzyRFEYSydGle LINBYAaASE 27
ahistorylzi O2y i NAROGdzGiS (2 akKlLAYy3dI KAadg2NE Y2NB 3ISySNI
C dz(i doN@Baf Social Histor@7 no 1 special issue (Autumn 2003): 9. Peter Stearns is the founding
editor of theJournal of Social History.
2 M LyonsThe WritingCulture of Ordinary Peop{dlew York: Cambridge University Press 2013) 16.
W o NBSSNI WarONRKA&G2NE |GllRraliasd Soclal Histomg! RRA®: 92 F 9 IS N
0t Plistdry freém Below, the History of Everyday Life, and Microhy§o Neild. Smelser and Paul
B. Baltegeds in chief)nternational Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Scienekse second
edition vol 11)accessed via httpsvww.scribd.com/doument/323922182/HistoslyromBelowthe-
History-of-the-Everdy p 108See David Cre#Alltagsgeschichtt b Ség {2 0A Lt 1 A& 2NE WC
Central European Histgrg2, ro. 3/4, German Histories: Challenges in Titye®ractice, Techniqu&ep.
- Dec., 1989)394-407 for a discussion oalltagsgeschichte
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YR KAGKSNIZ2 AN FAAAGAORORO LI FRE al NIliey [@2ya
Wy SgQ KAAEGPNMBchcbdGRiMsi KSf FB8 6 Q KAAG2NE FNBY 0S¢
L2 2NE | ¢ & aEihgROAcentratbn ok §iedmilthgs and thinkings, musings and
FOldAzya 2F (KS YHNRRiyAy I NBdME iyKR (S fGAKISS d2 f RQ
ordinary people collectively rather than the individual andt dzf t A O]1 SNAyYy 3 adza3S
Wy Shistory from below is best seen not as an alternative but as an adjunct to the study of
WhNRAYIFNE tS2LI*SQ o6& 20KSNJ YSIyaso

A focus of history from belovsto coalesce the experiences of individuals with broader

historical explanations of social changeldarger political and economic movemetitas well

as the placement of cultural events in wider societal systems, apropos ethnographer Clifford

Geertz®® These objectives are also pertinent to biography. In the vollilee Biographical Turn

in History a number of contributors examine the historiography of biography and its

contribution and value to historical research. Enny de Bruijin, for example, notes that

OA23INI LIKE | daraida KAaAG2NRAIya 3l XandApSegatd (G Ke |

sumsSa GKFG a0KS LINAYFNE AGNBYy3IGK 2F 06A23INI LK

AYGSNLI & 2F GKS AyiAY¥F ThSis boysivteri Wik theRiiewsofd (1 2 NA O
FNBFNI /FAYyS K2 02y aiRS Ny of&particular indviduald A R dzi- €

GKAET S Aff dzad NI Ay 3 Alick ReSshblakid andi GapT@xhniatsd Shailel S NJ/ &

these opinions G KS fFGGSNI y20Ay3 o0A23aANI LKe Ffft2ga 0

0 KS & LI *“Nahite dhezeobsiidatibns primarily relate tohie study of individual subjects,

the same can be said for collective biography which is the approach | have taken in my work.

1 J dzNIiK2éa WIAaG2NE FTNBY 5246y ' YyRSNI 9 t ¢K2YLBAZ2Yy
Historical Refictions41, issue 1pring 201E526.
¢ 1 AGOKSE O A ¥ 2 NEHis®riY®ofkshoSJow@nessuie 57Spring 200% 294298; M
LyonsThe Writing Culture of Ordinary Peopid.
BIAGOKO201 w# bSg 1 Aali2NE TNRY .St26Q5 Hpcd
¥t tAO1ISNAY3I Wl AaG2NE FTNRY 0 SAsmnliadBbok&evievdt f Sy i & d
(December 2018 January 2014) 347.
®G Iggerdistoriography in the Twentieth CentuyiMiddletown: Wesleyan University Press 2005) 113.
¥DSSNIIT O02AySR (KS LIKNIaS aliKAO] RSAONRLEA2YyE¢ (2
GKS2NE GKIFG Odzf GdzN¥ £ S@Syida OFyyz2i 2yfteé 06S dzy RSNZ
5SAONRLINAZ2YY ¢261 NRA |y LTfialSaideddoi of Guktude®lentYkrs:2 NB 2 F
Basic Books 1973)e also formulated the theor§web of significsf O &sta concept of culturéwhere
man is an animal suspended in webs of significance he himself ha& spunA 6 A RZ  p @
9 RS . NMHZA2CAY W. dZAf RAY3I OoNARISE G2 LI &ad OSyddzNR S3
Hans Renders HanBinne De Haan, Jonne Harmsitee Biographical Turn Biography as a critical
method in the humanities and in soci¢fbingdon, Oxon New York: Routledge 20180.
¥5 1 LILIFSm kaade@mitthistorian to popular biography: Musings on the practical gastic
0A23NI LIK&Q Nhe Biagtaphiv® NE08S 430.1 f
¥pB CaineBiography and HistorgBasingstoke Nework Palgrave McMillan 201@)13.
O AKessled | NDifficiilt Wéman: The Challenginfl$ YR ¢AYSa @@wYorkf ft ALy 18
Bloomslury Press 2012); & 2 { Mifor li4e) Manf Pachter (ed)elling lives, the biographer's art
(Washngton: New Republic Books 1979) 64.
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As highlighted by Krista Cowman2 f f SOGA @S 0A23INI LIKE AaNBGFAYyaA
when itsits within work which aims to use individual lives to explore collective experiences or

within studies of communities (geographically, socially or culturally defirféel

The lives of hundreds of individuals are interwoven in the pages of each chaphes sfudy.
Some are welknown. Others are identified throughgnettes, sketches, fragments, snippets
YR S@Sys I|a RSaRPDNR BRI miscellang df Sodrces bitRprediolis

little is known about many more. People from all corners ofdistrict and a throng of
occupations illuminate the broader historical themes. For example, the stories of prostitutes
Clara Whittaker, Ruby McAlpine and women who frequented the Ranken Street precinct at
Bathurst not only uncovers lives hitherto unknobut illustrate societal concerns, as | discuss

shortly, that morality and the respectability of communities were being undermined.

Similarly the adverse economic conditions of the time are revealed through teackibest

Mitchell andArchibald McNaughfulfilling their duties collecting school fees. And the deaths in

a typhoid epidemic oHenry and Mary Jane Fuller and their nbarn son Henry (leaving

behind six children) draw attention to the fragility of communities during such epidemics and
attitudestowards communal responsibility and resilience. All these examples and the people

gK2 SELISNASYOSR (KSYZ a4 adz33SaaSR o0& /FAyS:
AYLRNIFYyOS 2F aitd2NRSa +a | gfe 2F RSLAOGAYS

The singlecharacteristic individuals in this collective biography share, is that they lived in or
had a direct connection with the Central West. Beyond that there are a multitude of often
overlapping suklgroups including farmers, members of Schools of Art, railwakevs and
bandmasters. They come from various seetmnomic backgrounds, religious denominations
or political affiliations. An examination of their lives demonstrates both the homogeneity and
the disparate nature of the district, offering a blueprint ®milar studies of other regions. The
poor and disadvantaged such as Cowra indigent Alfred Atkinson, those eking out a living
fossicking (Charlotte Adams), church workers (Annie Draper) and respectable town clerks

(Henry Chippindall) populate thisiography Wtom belond*. dzi G KS WSt A3SQ I NB

My 1 26YFy W/ 2tfSOGAGS . AResBdich MiKhod3 foAHjstosgcordl eéxiftipgh | Y R [
(Edinburgh: Edintngh University Press 2012) 85.
2 2fFF WaAy2NI [AQ0S4aQr cno
43 CaineBiography and History124. See Appendix 1 for biographies of Albert Mitchell, Archibald
McNaught, Henry and Mary Ann Fuller.
“Pt AO01 SNA Y I  Ww Si@bobr Histdryno[95 (NaenbeRiR): 272. See Appendix 1 for
biographies ofCharlotte Adams, Annie Draper and Henry Chippindall.
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Wealthy pastoralists (Thomas Edols), prominent businessmen (Thomas Dalton) and

government ministers (Francis Suttor) also have a place.

| have adopted a sliamethodology in this thesis in that | foswn short period of time 1891

to 1893. My inspiration for this way of thinking was tfadd. Firstly, | found that an

examination of everyday life over a tgrear time span, particularly the 1890s, daunting and
concluded it was more practical to shortére study period. Secondly, in my search for
a2d2NOSa L OFrYS ONraa | O2fftSOGA2Y 2F HwmMp YS
My PH YR Lldzi G(G23SGKSNJoeé& GKS bSgall LISNI t NBaa
held in Chicagoin 1898.K S SRAGA2ya ¢SNB OK2aSy G NIyR2Y
single specimens possibly can...to represent the local Newspaper Press in the present day

dzy RSNJ I @SNI 3S e KElI 0202 gREAR2FYRBBPIARSA | Way
and corsequently thepossibility of a sliceapproach, similar to that used iustralia: A

Historical Librarya major history projecpublished to coincide with the Australian Bicentenary

in 1988, became apparefitThose associated with the project and subsedueriters have

variously argued the merits or otherwise of the undertaking but the comments are generally

on the same theme. Marion Aveling,-editor of Australians 1838notes an opportunity to see
a20AS0e aAy GSNXYa 27F 0 Sanfeans biladoksSingthé isdug/of 6 SO2 Y
GKA&ZG2NR NBFR ol O1 ¢ NR a-&ditesl Kustfalins Da83st&es &hat5 + JA & 2
GKS LINP2SOiGQa AyidSyid s6Fa y2i G2 “®edst 1 G a2 04
common criticism of the slice approach,%si LJ2 dza SR 06& Yl & 5FyAStaz A:
FylLfedara FyR RSol GS (2 ¢ShaRsd noreSthaOthelmediiodatogy I Y R
LINB Ot dzRS& aly SELIX FyYylLdAz2y 2F GKS ylIGdNBE 2F |
RSGOSNNAYSR FAAGEED AREKFdiF NBNRf AFSNI GA2Y 2F AYI3S,

> See Appendix 1 for biographiesTiomas Edols, Francis Suttor, Thomas Daltoro#met members of
the Dalton family.
4 Newspaper Press of NSW: Collectidmultiple editions of 214 newspapers published in NSW in
1892, held on microfilm at State Library New South Walgsst editions were printed in July, others
were in August and January.
" pustralia: A Historical Librappmprised 12 volumes. Four of theesAustralians 1838Australians
1888 Australians 193RAustralians 1988adopted a slice approach. Twolumes Australians to 1788
andAustralians from 193@re more traditional narratives. The remaining six volumes are reference
works: Australians: ahistorical atlas, Australians historical dictionaryAustralans: events and places,
Australians: historical statistics, Australiamsguide tasources, Australianshe guide and indeXA more
recent example of the slice methodologyGtorious Days udstralia 1913 This book contains seventeen
thematic essays on various aspects of Australian society in 1913 is a companion publication to the
blGA2y L+t adzaSdzy 2F ! dzZAGNI £ Al Q& S MKatedngtdnded) Y I NJ Ay :
Gloriousdays: Astralia 1913 (CanberraNational Museunof Australia Pres2013).
BMI oSt Ay3a why {f A GiT¥iePush kddn the Bush & Blileth-of SodtakHSBIH
devoted to the Year of Grace 183®89:10, 13;a ! @ SWriting Histo# for Bicer§ y | NdA S a Q
Making the Bicentenanjustralian Historical Studi€8/91 (1988)103-113.GDavisonD Slking
Australian History Reflections on the Bicentennial Pré}edtew Zealand Journal of Histq}982):13.
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f A.% Sritiques of some overseas histories are also pertinéiihese works generally adopt a

year as a threshold or window far than a slice but claims tfe risk of'oversimplificdl A 2 y ¢ =
GFNGAFAOALITAGREST YR || GKAIKEE@ adyOKNRBYAO (@
in this study>! Notwithstanding these comments, | believe the methodology provides an

opportunity to view te history of the Central West as livegl/ealing as suggested by Greg

58y Ay3 4a4iKS SELSNASyOSa 2F LIS2LXS a GkSe SE
KAYRaAaAIAKEG SELBNASYOS F2NJ KSY¢

My selection of 1892 as a slice year is essentially randormigudecision to extend the period
ofatdzRe FTNRBY 2yS (2 GKNBS &8SINE Aa y200 ¢KS vy
anopportunity to address perceived shecbmings of the slice approach, in particular, the

criticism that focusing on such a short span of time does not enablengrehensive analysis

of broader themes. For example the extraordinary political events of 1891 cannot be ignored if

one is to grasp a fulsome understanding of the district at the time.Bathurst Free Press
LINBRAOGSR Ay 5SOSYOSWI MyRAdZAGKALT a ODKS YEINE & Ha8 R
LINR & LEENA® éw2ail LIS2LX S tAGAYy3a Ay GKS O2f2yes
of the previous twelve months would facilitate the election of labour men to parliament in an
unanticipated eletion. The impact of this political upheaval resonated throughout the colony,
including the Central WesThree years later economic havoc blighted the colony. In January

1894 regional newspapers within and outside the district reflected on 1893 with despay.

¢KS @SIFNJ¢gla RSAONAROSR a al LISNA2R 2% RSLINS
The financial troubles impacted on almost all aspects of life. Bank failures, bankruptcies,
unemployment and poverty were widespread although the extenwvhich these misfortunes

impacted on everyday life in the Central West is unknown. Focusing on the years 1891 to 1893
provides an opportunity to more fully examine these and other issues in depth and address the

central research question of this thesis.

Y51 yASta W{ inMékihgikBicereBary1136a i Q
*° For example IstamppAmerica in 1857: A Nation on the BriiNew YorkOxfordUniversity Press
1990); BDevotoThe Year of Decision 184610 a | NJi i 200 ) firsDpNBlishdd A.943) Masur
1831: Year of the Eclipgdill and Wag 2001); and C Emmers&813 The World before the Great War
(LondonVintage Books 2013).
“Gal NIIAY W, SINI hyS Ay (KSQIAMS@WRIETI RRRNEAAK! yRrAS
Centre of Canadian Annual Conference in 188p;//www.gedmartin.net/publishedwork-mainmenu
11/13-1849WW2 K| Y Y &aSy WwS @A S 4 YReviewsdit Amerzah Higtgf9 nd. K Bec,. NR y 1 Q
1991): 500, L Masux { S S A y 3 Amkrigdn @Qarterly 4850 3 (Sept 1991511
AMIE 8y S | YR An9[ilKg/NEWD SIK® 2 F t f | O\SstrdlianlicBrhayof y 3 a [ A G (
Australian Studie§7/22 (January998):104.
°3 Bathurst Free Pres December 1890
> National Advocatd January 189/Nepean Time80 December 1893)agga Wagga Advertise
January 1894
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An understanding of a sense of community in the Central West is fundamental in this analysis

but theories on the meaning of the concept abound. Indes@GrahambDay points out some
a20A2t23Aa0a 0StASOS GKS (SNY Vatbdswddiggakated Q K I
YR Ada YSFIyAy3a a2 StdaAAGS AG KrFra OSFaSR (2
these assertions arguing that it is the flexibility and variability of the idea that allows us to

explore how people exist together ande bonds that bindthen?2 A G KAy G KS RA &l NJ
geographical boundaries there was a miscellany of communEiesn within the smallest rural
settlements they were rarely if ever finite. People could be members of a church and at the

time share social tied dzOK | & | RSolFdAy3 a20AaASdGeé& 2NJ SO2y?2
organisation. Electorates had constituents, unions had members, sporting clubs had

participants and towns had ratepayers. All had shared interéstd.have already suggested,

much ofthe Central West was a homogeneous society partly thrayggheinschaftasdefined

by German sociologist Ferdinand Ténnies approximately 130 yearé&doy YA S&a Q (6A Yy
concepts ofgemeinschafand its antithesis, gsellschafthave been influential in sodiacience

since his workCommunity and Societyas first published in 1887T.0nniesvas most unlikely

to have devoted any time to contemporary Australia, let alone rural NSW, but the fact that he

was pondering the notion of community at almost exactly sane time as the subjects of this

thesis were living their lives, is perhaps a fortunate coincidence. Steven Brint describes various
features of ayemeinschaftommunity ash y Of dzZRAy 3 aO02YY2y ¢l &a 27F f
concentrated ties and frequent iBtNJ OG A 2 Yy DD F | YA £ A Jeding asiebd SY 2 i
AYGSNIINBGFGAGS RSolFGSa 2y ¢l yyASag@meinscta NA Sa >
and the ensuing dynamics such as stability, respectability and cohesion were mimifest

district at this time.

Russell Hogg and Kerry Carrington, in their discussion on violence and crime in rural NSW, note
the impact ofgemeinschaftn the colony in the nineteenth century. They suggest government
policies, such as land legislation and public warki&h were intended to promote orderly

settlement and establish an agricultural yeomanry, fostered such communities. The intended
2dzi 02YSs (KSe& | NBHdJzS 3> -ndinded sndakholddrs shEtjdeduidaatutalyNO £ S

form cohesive communities ivhich the civilising pillars of church and civic authority would be

*> G DayCommunity and Everyday L{f@xon: Routledge 2006) 2.
*®|n 1887 Fernanddhnies (18551936) introduced the concepts Gemeinschaft and Gesellschafthis
work Community and Saatly; Loomis and McKinney note in the introduction to 2002 unabridged reprint
SRAGAZYS (KK GGKS @2fd2yS LRAYGSR Ayi(2 GKS ahiRRE
answer the questions: What are we? Where are we? Whence did we come? WherSarea2 A y 3¢ /| t
[22YAda YR W / a @ymmantpahd Sdtiefavet EdRida@New ZoykOQHarper and
Row Publishers 2002): 1.
> SBrint Wemeinschaft Revisited: A Critique and Reconstruction of the Community COncept
Sociological Theod n 1 (Mach2001): 2, 3.
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IRRSR (G2 (GK2a$S 2F I INAROdz GddzZNE +FyR GKS FI YA &
by towns and villages which grew up around the farms. The built form of these urban

settlemeni ¢l & FlLAKA2YSR 2y | ANRR fl &2dzi LINRJAR)
YR NBfAIA2dza | dziK2NRGe¢ (G2 0SS AGNXrGS3IAOHET @
200dzLIASR o0& LMzt A0 K2dzaSa ¢ SNEB dhreatiozhdzZNOS 2 F
GANLdzSa 2F GKS ARSI2AASGR NYRI f | RNV Yaa2yi@d oK e
the Central West and in the chapters that follow, | demonstrate the influengewieinschaft

on almost all aspects of everyday life in the district

LYy  NBGASSH 2 EomminRy¥ndSocialEaRge NBerdizhael Katz notes

GKFG a2yY$S aaz20Alt GKS2NRada¢d KF@S YAadzaSR ¢l
f 2 O °tButiies fo dcality, in particular localism, are importaftik Eklund, Greg Patmore

and lan Gray describe the concept in the contexts of class and political and industrial

landscapes in Port Kembla, Lithgow and Cowra. Erik Eklund in his work on Port Kembla defines
f20FfAAY d aly ARSISINERE ai Klo® oSt $ DI (1 R KISNGEIE
O02YY2y AyGiSNBadoé DNBI tlFdY2NB I NBHdzSa GKFG A
0SKI OA2deNE DNIRES AY KA& aiGdzRée 2F € 20Ff LIR2f A
02y & Ohr Puxa weSvil Seé kr, locality is at work in many aspects of everyday life

from politics to cricket matches. More broadly, parochial quarrels between communities

are surpassed by the city versus country divide. Aogst admittances to the benevolent

asylum, agriculturathowssubsidiesand municipaloansare examples of what Don Aitkin
RSAONRAOGSE Fa aO2dzyiNBYAYRSRySaaés GKIG A& |y
AYyiSNBadGa FyR B2YYzy LINROf SY&aé o

By exploring the diversity of communities in the district | rexzegteat deal about the nature
of society during the study period. The texture of everyday life is seen through the interaction
of people going about their business, pursing their interests and interacting with others in the

context of the broadepccurrerces which are variously portrayed in historical accounts of the

®RI 233 F YR YViolehctlSpataiyiagdyherRural§The Australian and New Zealand
Journal of Criminologyol 36 no 3 (2003): 296.
*M Katz\Review of T Bend€Zommunity and Social Change in Ameti@@8(New BrunswickRutges
University Presé M o The &\iferican Historical Revigal 84 no2 (April 1979: 590.
®9 91 f dzy R & PdiitiSs: Glass ahdd Scalistifics at Port Kembla, 1900 nl&bour HistoryNo
78 (May 2000: 95; E Eklundsteel town the making and brkiag of Port Kembl&Carlton:Melbourne
University Press Carlton 200 MM H T LDcalsnt aindvL 206 Litkyow 1868 ¢ oLab@ur History
no 78(May 2000: 53;I GrayPolitics in Place Social power relations in an Australian Country Town
(Oakleigh Canbridge University Press 199161 Gray is quoting Gretchen PoinEne Good Old Rule:
Gender and Other Power Relations in a Rural Comm{8ytyneySydney University Press 1990
t2AYSNRa addGddzRé A& 2F al NM¥z+y Ay b{2zd
®'D1 A |Couhtrykdhdedness The SpreR 2 T linyS LGiolRedg- atF BSmith (ed)Australian
/ dzf (0 dzNJ {MelbokrdetCanmhBEdge University Pre$988): 53.
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RSOIRS® LY awSiKAYylAy3 GKS mydpnaé aStriaal .S
describes the industrial ferment, ruinous depression, political upheaval, radical campaigners,
feminism, racism, the awakening of a national identity reflected in culture and the march

towards federatior” Most of these overarching themes developed in intensity over the

decade but all were present in one way or another in the colony in the early years.

EFYLES .Sttlydl adrisSaz Ay NBtFdA2y (2 GKS
of SI1Sad RIFIeda ¢g2ddZ R y2G 0O02YS dzyiAiAt (GKS YARR
GKSNB o6l & &adzZFFAOASY( ¢FINde\pgr@raphstbelawl Bovide2aly A y 3 |

w»

o

overview of some of these issues as manifested in the years 1891 to 1893 and a synopsis of

how other researchers have approached them

In July 1891 local farmer C P Laurence wrote to the BatNatsbnal Advocatdemoaning the
excesses of banks, government ineptness, the recklessness of the populace at large and
gFNYAYy3I 2F GKS 6adzi i SRunsumptisidly many eddngriidhist@riars @ S NJ  d;
KIS aONHziAyA&aSR (KS FTFOG2NR ¢KAOKextt8R (2 @K
years®® In the three decades leading up to 1891 the colony éajdyed a period of sustained

economic growth although there were periodic downtufie. y ! Y RNB S 2 St f aQ OGA

23 . Sttlyidl WwSGKAY1AY3I (KS TheyQhmbiidge Hisgory bf Austraiak T 2 NR
Volume 1 Indigenous and Coial Australia(Port Melbourne: Cambridge University Press 2025%

241. Other works on the 1890s include John Dodler Nervous Nineties Australian Cultural Life in the
1890s(Melbourne: Oxford University Press 1991); Bruce Scafdew Australia Citnship, Radicalism

and the First Republ{€ambridge: Cambridge University Press 1997) and Vance Pimétervous

Ninetiesd { 2 dzi K, F NNJ Y / dzZNNB& hQbSAf w2ada tde [GR wmdppn
%3 Bellanta Rethinking the 1890s, 221.

® Thismay beCharles Phillip Laurence of Eldsrove near Oberon. He was banmNewSouthWales

and died in 1899 aged 7$ydney Morning HeraB December 1899 aurence stated in his letter that

he had been a farmer in the Bathurst area for 28 yelegional Advocatd.8 July 1891

® These includ A EBoehmProsperity and Depression in Australia 1-88D7(London: Oxford

University Pres$971); K Buckley and T Wheelwrigb Paradise for Workers Capitalism and the

Common People in Australia 178844 (Melbourne: Oxford University Press 1992); Bu#in

Investment in Australian Economic Development 38830(London: Cambridge University Pra$64);

b/ IPdstfral Bxpansion and Crisis in New SoutleSVE88omMy po Y ¢ KS [indysiafiaf 3 + A S g ¢
Economic Papesissue 2December 1968 L Davisand RGallmanEvolving Financial Markets and
International Capital Flows Britaithe Americas, and Australl8651914(CambridgeCambridge
University Press Cambridge 2001 CNR &G W¢ KS 902y 2 Y& Qanibitige. Histark F 2
of AustraligH LI | NXdk BinaN¢ialGra A & 2 F My o ARpyalbAGstaligh Rlistriéal 2 | f
Society Journal and Proceedingl, ptVI(1927); R V JacksoAustralian economic development in the
nineteenth centuryGanberra: Australian National Universitess 1977); & S f mt€rdatiowal

Migration and Econoin Growth: Australia 186m1 ¢ oJputhal of Economic Hista2$ (1965)] W

a O SReygovely from Depression: Australiaain Argentine Mirror 189 ¢ MAmisralian Economic
History Reviewol 46 No 3 Nvember 20065 ¢ a S Na$@aliaii batiking practicand the crisis of

My diro Australian Economic History Revigslume 29 19890 5 { y 2 2 | dn Da@s@nRligst2 Y & Q
Macintyre Australian HistoryA WellsConstructing Capitalism An Economic Historigasftern Australia

17881901 (SydneyAllen and Unwin 1989GWood Borrowing and Business in Austrgliaondon:

Oxford University Press 1980

® dzif Ay adridsSa GKFG GKSNB 6SNB aOSNE &f A3aKG NBOSH
Investmentin dzd G NIOf A | €

R |
a

N
530
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3 SFNBE 6SNB YINJ SR o0& afl NHS yiantreasirgodeideas A O 62 N
02NNB gAY I yR (KS NIBadz¥Cogildn descditedlgoin@entRS oG S &
aLISYRAY3I FTNRY myyn 2ysél NRa *Theredwhs alNdrapid and dzy t A Y

D

unchecked pastoral and mining expansion and speculatitine development of housing

spurred on by substantial population growth and increasing urbanisation. The gold rushes,
RobertWl O1 a2y y2GSasx KFER aft SFd ! dza G4 NI f Abutyiéd I+ a L
argues that thiswealthwas A Y K SINBH Qlf BRA 2 dza ¢ YI alAy3a | ®INRGAY
Gordon Wood describes the unhinderédNA &S 2 F LINA OSasz GKS &ALINBIR
AYLRNIAS YR GKS Sg@Ata 27T ANYTRefohsét bfzhy ibevilaie & O NJA
crisisin 1891 brought widespread unemployment, bankruptcies, bank failures and deBpair

mid-1893 George Greene manager of the Bathurst branch of the Commercial Bank of Sydney,
RSOf I NBR (KIFG a0KS RA&AFAGSN KIFIR KIOIWSWSR &0 Y
KAZU2Z2NEBE @

A crisis of a different kind led to the upheaval in NSW politick891. The election of Labor
Electoral League (LEL) candidates which followed the widespread industrial action in 1890
triggered the formation of the first Labour Paitythe Australian colonies. The genesis, failure

and consequences of the 1890 strikes have been amply discussed in many studies so there is
little to be gained from a detailed analysis héfde that as it may, there are two issues that

are worthwhile rewsiting. Firstly, as noted by Mark Hearn and Harry Knowles and John Merritt,

the disastrous outcome for the unions led to falling membership, competition from the ever
expanding throng of unemployed and newly emboldened and organised emplCykrs.
addition Ken Buckley and Ted Wheelwright argue ttie middleclass, hitherto having some
SYLJ GKeé G266 NRa (GKS 62Nl SNE>X 0SOIYS ySNIB2dza

¢ WellsConstructing Capitalisr97.
®8 T A Coghlahabour and Industry in Australi (Oxford University Press 1918) 1411.
% JacksorAustralian economic developmeritl, 12.
"®Wood Constructing Capitalisn25.
" National Advocatd 6 May B93
?These include Buckley and Wheelwrifjta Paradise for Worker Hearn and H Knowl&3ne Big
Union A History of the Australian Workers Union 18864 (Melbourne:Cambridge University Press
1996); J MerrittThe Making of the AW{Melbourne:OxfordUniversity Press 1986); Skatdsiew
Australia Citizenship W t KA!f fGAdzBlyWmyIpnt 2 Ay G Ay [ | 0 2 d&NTurhidga G 2 NB ¢
t2AyG AY [F0o2dz2NJ 1 A&aid2NRBY | NBLX @& G2 aNBR t KAf ALLIQ
New Soth Wales 187aMy pmQ AY a . SS@SNJ IHistBicaCStudies{S¥ldctddkArtioledd 2 Y LJIA f
Second Serigdelbourne: Melbourne University Press 196R)GollarRadical and Working Class
Politics A Study of Eastern Australia 1890 0(Carlton: Melboune University Press 19663Markey
The Making of the Labor Party in New South WéfensingtonNew South Wales University Press
MPpyyod® al N] S& ada3asaida GKIG YSYOSNBKALI 2F 2@0SNJ pJ
representing a membershigensity of about 21.5 percent of the total workforce in 1891, the highest
RSyaade Ay GKS g2NIR G GKIG GAYSéEST wmnnod
"®Hearn and Knowle®ne Big Unior§2, 63;Merritt The Making of the AWL9.
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A2t Sy0S "2Aweé WilNEek (ateritidese issues had consequences for relations

between capital and labour in the district.

All political historians of the period agree that the mostfaaching impact of the strikes was

the facilitation of the entry of organised labour men into the colonial parlianféhomas
Roydhouse and Henry LIS NB f £ = 02y i SYLIR2 NI NBE 20aSNBSNA 27
far as there is any connection between the strike and the political Labour upheaval, we are
entitled to congratulate the country upon the fact that the ldoseakers of last year are ¢h

lawn-Y I 1 SNA 2 F'° Biutkiri chartidg3te fdsénce of labour politicians in the colonial
parliament, observers have noted other precursors. Bédern and Ray Markey chart the
GLREAGAOIET TFEANIFGAZ2Yyaé 27F (KSrly asNheRS78s, itsy R |
emergenceby 1890my dom & F Of SI NJ dLINBOSEREGH KB NI & & N.
oversight ofthe formation of the LEL! In addition, Rickard sees the payment of members
enacted through théParliament Allowance AdiB89 as an embler for labour representation in
parliament®! & ¢Sttt & G(KS&aS: (GKS Sg@g2tdaZiazy 2F
platform, of which Nairn gives a comprehensive account, launched the campaigns of its
parliamentary candidates and subsequently nfied the policies of the elected members.
Regardless, the first months of the new party were challenging. Roydhouse and Taperell
chronicle the early trials of the labour members and the near imploding of the new party over

the troublesome tariff question,@mething that is also discussed by Markey and otfi&ts.
FRRAGAZ2Y T aAOKIFSEt 1 231FyQa O23ydn&®ibrhiyyHerddF ( KS
the first two annual conferences in 1892 and 1893, and a special conference held in November
1893 documedi & GKS [9[ Qa SFF2NIa (G2 GFr1S O2yGaNRt |
of the 1891 adversitie¥)

™ J RickardClass and Politics New South Wales, Victoria aadetily CommonwealfCanberra:
Australian National University 1977) 24; Buckley and Wheelwhightaradise for Workerd83.
"®These include GollaRadical and Working Class Politit$lagan and K TurnarHistory of the Labor
Party in New South Wale8931¢ 1991 (Melbourne:Longman Geshire 1991); Hogalcabor Pains
MarkeyMaking of the Labor ParfyR McMullinThe Light on the Hill The Australian Labor Party X891
1991 (Melbourne:Oxford University Press 199B NairrCivilising Capitalism The Begimgs of the
AustralianLabor PartyCarlton:Melbourne University Press 1989) and Rick&@tdss and Politics
"®TRoydhouse and H J TapefEtie Labour Party of New South Wa@gdney Edwards Dunlop Co Pty
1892) 22. Thomas Roydhoude3621943) was the ditor of the Sunday Timeand Henry James Taperell
(18641925) was a journalist with thBaily Telegraph
" MarkeyThe Making of the Labour Payty57.
"®RickardClass and Politic@67.
7 Roydhouse and Taperdlhe Labour Party of NSWhe feuding over th merits of free trade versus
protectionism had overshadowed colonial politics from the late 1880s and was -&miaent political
issue in NSWluring the study periodrreetrade and protectionist organisations were located in several
towns in the distrit.
% HoganLabor Painss0.
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These summaries of the broad economic and political issues are consistent with the wide
ranging analyses generally discussed in most historidsegberiod. Given that there are no
comprehensive histories of the district at this, or any other time, the extent to which they are
germane to the Central West remains to be seen. Similarly, as stated previously, there are few
accounts of the social condin of ordinary people living in the colony and none that focus on

the Central West.dw and order, education, religion, health, culture and entertainment are
elements that shaped everyday life and in the following pages, | provide a thematic synopsis of
those fundamental aspects as portrayed in the relevant literature. | also indicate where the

concept ofgemeinschafta major theme in this study, is apparent in the broader view.

Gemeinschafis most obvious in the forces of law and order. As John Hiretpout, a priority

of early colonial officials was to establish the rule of law which they believed would bring

civilisation to the frontiers of inland NSW as European occupation sptead in Mark
CAYYylLySQ@3FTagBR&IRSY (A i NB &FRdsiar Dayidon feSds this y Ry 2
argument suggesting that the general population were just as determined to protect their
GLINRLISNII@ FyR LISNE2YylFf NRARIKGE %BHyAOKIittleHalRS G K S
changed to the extent colonists exgted order to prevail and that justice would be

F LILINPLINA | §Sfé& | RYAYAadiSNBR AT Al RARYyQG®P ¢KS
characteristics consistent withemeinschaftL y  OO0O2NR ¢AGK (GKAa I a0O2°
in place, one whichccording to lan Holloway, Simon Bronitt and John Williams, represented
GUKS @FfdsSa dKIFd akKl LSoORE GKS o0StAST aegadsSva
frog@SNR yR 2dzR3ISa0 LI NI A OR Vardisisiidies addrestieK S O 2 f
NRftSa 2F GKSasS LINRGFA2yAaltad 5F@Aazy SaG L
founded in British law and procedures and the profession in form and dress was a replica of

i KS 9 yHdlderaok thabother hand, notes the peculiarlystralian role of local

magistrates which was viewed as a cornerstone of respectability and authority but not the

Gt ey OKLIAY 2F t201t tlg FyR 2NRSNI Fy® I RYAYAQ

BW I ANEG WeKS {0N}y3IS . ANILK 27T -wyyinXy Vigedomd hANENT O &
GKS CFilt {K2NBY (MabgzauinsIBlack INn€2A03)RA7NERE (G / 2f 2y & ¢
¥a CAYYLEFEYS W[l s I yR wSdntaeCainbriig Ristdryyof Audtrafidod.2 NR | YR ¢
% A DavidsorThe Invisible State The formation of the Australian State B8 (Oakleigh: Cambridge
University Press 1991) 142.
L 1 2ff2steés { .NBYAGOH yR W 2Af {Ekrly CalonialMev Sduth NA O %
2 £fSaQ Ay | C2ai S NEeGrand ExpeNmefithld ahd/LRgal Culture in BiziSh Settler
Society(Vancouver: UBC Press 2008) 80.
% Davison et ahustralians 1888422, 423.
¥ D2f RSNJ We¢KS al 1 ANEBE Qaukaf of héRopaRARSSAi3h Histbrigah Sodiaty
(1991):30.

26



Mark Finnane and Stephen Garton, Russell Hogg aadyKBblder, Evans Ray, Clive Moore,

Kay Saunders and Bryan Jamison and B&t@uilton have examined the place of police in

colonial society. In addition to enforcing or managing a host of colonial or local administrative
Fdzy OlA2ya | yR éRBaniNGBdBGartoNdescabE thedmedliatirg) role between
O2YLISGAYy3 AyiSNBada adzOK a aLREAGAOAlIyas LR
LJ2 LJdzt |®{inktiisyé@ntexdy according thicQuilton, alliances between police and squatters
emerged, notyst with the latter as magistrates but a bias against selectors who were often
accused of stock thef®®l 233 | yR D2f RSNJ 4adaA38ad GKIFd AdG A3
repressive aspects of the police in the role in the construction and reproductitre social

2 NRSNE RBut Bigis &8 nglévbto their roles as regulatorsf what are described

4 a&420A1f AYFNI OlGA2yaészs 7F2hdgdingsSodiayod&E LINE & (
foremost in the policing of drunks, larrikinadieven public bathing’ It was the role of the

police to deal with these miscreants wkol R (1 dzZN)y SR GG KSANJ 6 O1 a dzLJ?
aSSyAy3dte OKzz2aiy3da G2 ol t1 Iy ANBenwBoyaiof Sz
made this choice were seen particularly reprehensible. In noting the construction of a
GFSYFES ONRAYAYLFEf adGSNB2GeLISe Ay GKS LREAOS O
GFa RFEYIASNRdza GeLISa FrBNad ldrg yha gederalipspllationg OA | £ 2
particularly herespectable middleclass¥ S¢ 2 F ¢K2YX | & adzaw@8k GSR 0o
SOSN) 02YS Ayi2 &aefdicbniitablé with fhe ddriiSstrdtion dfgustice.

2 A0K GKS NBLRNI&a 2F aONAYAYIlf (N poficacolitgy R OA @
Lddzo f A AlKISR VANRaF R 2 T Q2 updgfiticitizens go@dsbé askutad, bisk ¢

arguedd @ 9@k ya GKIFG GKS LI K 02 *asdgktly thkid® > KSI §K

Similarly, the concept ajemeinschafts applicable to edwtion in late nineteenth century

NSW. The numerous public schools located in rural settlements, villages and towns across the

%a CAYYLlYyS ITHeRNok of Bdlidiih: Botial Relations and the Criminal Justice System in
Queenslandl880-1914 part Il abour Historyio 62 (May 1992): 53; Rvans, C Moore I Saunders and
BJamiso® 2 OdzY Sy G Ay 3 1 dzali NIt Al Qa CSdé&NNadniillanyAusimadien M h dzNJ
1997) 22, 23.
¥Ja Ov dzA Police if Ruwt + A OG 2 NRA I ! in M BrhangPdlitirig in WiEtorix HiftoScal
PerspectivegKensingta: University of New South Wales Prd€87) 47.
®RHoggandH Goldétt 2 f AOAY3I {&RySeé Ay (KS 138 yAySGasSSyilk
Australia, (Kensington: University of New South Wales Press B87),
® Finnane and Garto®he Work ofolicing)55.
. 0On 8 January 1892 23 boys and youths were unsuccessfully prosecuted by police for bathing (within
sight of a public road) in the Lachlan River Co@@wvra Free Pre§sJanuary 1892.
“Evansetah 2 OdzY Sy G Ay 3 | dza,@NBf Al Q& CSRSNI GAZY
% Strawd Ehe worst femal® K | NI O G SNE Y / Wdmeniin/Ferth anthyrienSahtd, {190@ &
193XJournal of Australian Studi&3:2(2013): 213.
% Davison and Bashfordambridge History of Austrajia65.
PCAYYlIYS W[tg YR wS3dA+GAZY QS ody ®
PEvansetals 2 OdzY Sy G Ay 3 | dza, @N23f Al Q&4 CSRSNI (GAZY
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colony was an integral part of small and large communities reinforcing shared traditional

values. These values remained steadyretimugh there were sharp differences between the

state and some churches, mainly the Catholic Church, on how children should be educated.

Geoff Sherington and Craig Campbell note that the ptddiol system was founded in the

GNF RAGAZ2Y Il middedd2 a2y x INRGSARGEYG F3SYRFE YR
KFIR G2 NBalLl2yR o0& o0dzAfRAYy3I aOK22fa aolaSR 2y
dzLIK2f R GKS FFAGK 3 Ay a’hwiih tSpassagdd thails®ublic § KS  a
Instruction Acthat saw the end of state aid for denominational schools this sectarian divide
GARSYSR® al NBS adaNNI& FyR w W 2 {SitftSO] y2aS$s
routine, order, cleanliness, honesty and punctuality ... obedieyc®a NB & LIS Ol %F 2 NJ | d
These objectives were also important in Catholic education but as suggested by Julia Horne

YR DS2FF {KSNAy3Iil2y: (KS&AS aoOKz22fa KIFIR aiKS$S

authoritarian in approach, religious in tone, pra&ic I yR &% Yo 2t aé @

Unsurprisingly most accounts of education in the colony in the latter years of the nineteenth
century address the state/church issue and thepalfvasive sectarianisii® They also

examine the overall system of public education, howuitdtioned, its objectives and
AaK2NIO2YAy3azr Ay | adaeaidsSy RSaONABAMaRBascan 9 R4 | N
briefly describes the reforms to elementary education post the 1B80cation Acas well as
developments in technical education, cgllate schools and secondary schooifAg/hile Eric

Dunlop reviews the difficulties encountered by state high schools which had to contend with

the indifference of the state authorities and competition from both the public superior and

collegiate school&”

State authorities exercised firm control over their teachers. Andrew Sullivan and Martin Spaull

note the indifference and occasional antagonism of the Education department and its

% GSheringtonand /| Y BiGstafiah Libéralism, the middle class and public education From Henry
Parkego Johnl 2 ¢ | BdlIRc&ion Research and PerspectBEe$0.2 (2004): 62.
®a a dzNQitdena Schoolwork in New South Wales 1882 University of Wollongong
Department of Economics Working Paper Seriesppcp0Y HnT w W 2 {StfSO1 w{i
Goldberg and SmitAustralian Cultural History 9.
PW 1 2NYS | YR RRIZOKGSNWYOT (ARY . W drbrideRiiistory oRAustra)i@7ALY G & NB
1% Eor example, see A G Ausfinstralian Education 1788900 Church, State and Public Education in
Colonial Australi® a St 6 2 dzNyYSY {ANJ L&l O t A (TheCatholicyCRurchangra [ G R
Community An Australian Histofi¢ensington: University of New South Wales Press 1992).
= DowlinAustralia and America in 1892 A Contrédew South Wales Commissioners for the World
Columbian Exposition Chicago 1892/1893), 58.
192 A BarcariTwo Centuries of Education in New South W@esisington: University of New South
Wales Press 2003).
®5dzyf 2L Wt dzof AO | AIK { OMpamiHIOuraAgt the Rdyal Austeilak 2 | £ S &
Historical Societ§1l issue 1 (1965).
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inspectors in their study of the hardships of teachers in Queensféfithesame hardships

6SNB SELSNASYOSR 68 b{2 (51 OKSNE sKAOKS Fa {
GKSe8 ¢g2N]J SR GKS YyINNRg LI GKa 2F az20Alf FyR O
communities in which they livetf” Respectability was fa@ourse, even more essential for

52YSYy® al NB2NRAS ¢KS202f RS b2StSyS YetsSs 1yys$s
examine the place of women working in state elementary and secondary schools, nuns in

I FTGK2t A0 a0OK22ftasx ¢20SIOIMRKRY NS &¢ IINRA2D IINY $F & R
invisible and exploited wives of teachéf§These women Kyle suggests were responsible for
RAAASYAYIFIGdAYy3d aiKS YSaalr3asS 2F aidliS alOKz22f Ay
areas™®’ Some studies examirtbe place of parents in the education system. Murray, for

example, discusses the conflict between compulsory schooling and child labour needed to

sustain household¥® But Malcolm Vick argues that most parents were eager for their children

to be educated, ating for instance that parents were the first to lobby for a school in their
community ** He also describes the positive effect of parental and communal involvement in

the provision and maintenance of school building$.

Religion played an importantroley S RdzOF GAy 3 (KS 0O2f2yeéeQa OKAf
Winsome Roberts analyses the factors that influenced the relationship between the churches
YR GKS &Gl i8Sz AyOfdRAy3a SRdzOlI GA2yd { KS SELIX
ordered® OA Lt SEAAG§SYOS | yR NHzRA Y SY Rdbeith als®@oresy dzy A
GKFG NBEftAIA2Y aGAYy | OdzZ Gdz2NI £ aSyaSood wiGKSES
establishment of communitieS8?t I 4§ NA OA DNX YAKI| ¢ slthfiRvaluafflg’ S h Q.

work undertaken by women sustaining churches not just as worshippers and Sunday school

Msullivark YR ! { LI dzf £ WEKS ¢S kpdMIDA Aly2 (B MWy ¢WKEB2DRHE R
Selleckamily School and State in Australian His{@ydney: Allen Unwin 1990).
% Theobold and Selledkamily School and Statg2.
%M TheoboldY Yy 2 6 A Y3 2 2 Y S jh Niete@rith@eDtlir AugrgligOakleigh: Cambridge
University Press 1996); N Kyder Natural Destiny The Education of Women in New South Wales
OYSyaArAyahGz2yyYy ! YyAGSNEAGE 27F DbDR0R a2 dziAK (WhnyeRSaat 2t NYSSANER
Religion inAustralia(Kensington: University of New South Wales Press 2005); T Fitzgerald and J May
Portraying Lives Headmistresses and Women Professors-1880s(Charlotte NC: Information Age
Publishing 2016).
197 KyleHer Natural Destiny139.
"% Murray Children ad Schoolwork. Also see MMurray2 Ny} Ay 3 / KAf RNBYY | { 20Xl f
Work in New South Wales 188916PhD Thesis (Macquarie University 1995).
M VickW¢ ¢ KS A NJ t | NRardhss dnd Schdolifit theéMidb A y S G $ Sy (GikThéolold (i dzNE Q
and Selleck-amily School and Stat&79.
“0bid.
M2 w20 8Nl a WeKS / KdZNDKSaQ w2fS Ay [/ 2yaiGAaspdai Ay 3
?1fZAustraIia II: Religion in Citizenship and National(Hfedmarsh: ATP Press 2003): 56.

Ibid.
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teachers but through their indispensable role as fuagers™Ly | RRAGA2Y h Q. NRA S
maintains that they were considered to be best suited to thRsgzii A Sa 06 SOl dzaS G KS
AY Lzt AO tATS g2 dz ®TheiScbnRibutiod, acc@dihg to RichardRly{i S NI S
LINE GARSR T2NJ aF2NJ I azdzyR a20Alf 2NRSNE Ay ¢
AyiSttSOldz t Iy Pomenlwéréshdn astguatdisd® af Nibrality, safeguarding
societal morals against the threats posed by intemperance, gambling and the preservation of

the Sabbath but, Phillips considers, these were also the concern of a broader community

cohort including chutiees™! £ GAYIF 1St &> Ay 9feQa @GASsr NBf AT
YAYSGSSYyGK OSyhGdza2NE a adKS {1Se& G2 Y2NrftAdGe
YFGSNRFE "INPALISNRAGEE O

Roy Porter associates morality with health linking sicknesspaithof IaNA S NJ & O dzf  dzNJ €
aStFx art@riarzys RSadAyY E3n thiNmegs) tRoSgfi, 0§ arinchd 6 I NR
focus is on those more tangible elemetitait impacted on the health of ordinary people.

There are various ways of exploring health éssin everydalife. Milton Lewis describes a

& G NR LI NJi of GeSlth éaiedhé [®of treated in public hospitals sustained by charity and

0KS adl i BR2EKEINKA DS (ISt & A y théréspekthlile dvarking Hagsy Sa > |
and providentlowdJ YA RRf S Of I aaSa¢ | O00SaaAiay3a LINARGIGS
friendly societies:*® But Lewis does not mention other options. For instance people consulted
chemists whose treatments were often less expensive and more accessible and, as suggested

by Lynette Finch, Jennifer Hagger, Judith Rafferty and PBttproprietary medicines were

also highly favoured. Above all home remedies were often the most trusted and in the first

instance at leasthe most called upon by people to treat ailmenisis dfficult to determine

13 5 Giimshawdh pursuit of true Anglican Womanhood in Victoria, 1880140 Wogfien's History

Review2:3(1993): 336. Also see$ielFundraising Flirtation and Fancy Work: Charity Bazaars in
Nineteenth Century AustralifNewcastleupon-Tyne: Cambridge SchatalPublishing House 2012).
Y h Q. NASY WwSE A 3A 2 yQambrigge Hidorybfinashaiia3n, 43R SeelalsoK T 2 NR
hQ. NRRE 2AfTARI!T2HND NRBY WCIHAGKEI CEAB8YyDRHRI 52YS
Reviewl5:5 (2006): 719 35.
W Philipss STSYRAY I | W/ KNRAGALY [/ 2dzy iNBEQ / KdZNOKYLl Yy |
andAftero { G [ dzOA LY ! YAGBSNEAGE 2F vdzSSyatlyR tNBaa wmp)
and Practice in New South Wales 18801 The Stat & G A O f AuStr@lianRHiBtride Studiesv
OMPTHO YR 2 tKAffALA WEKS {20ALt / 2Waauyr GA2y 27
I dza ( NICHurkch Heritdgg no 2 (1985).
"8 RElyUnto God and Caesar Religious Issues in the Emerginménwealth 18911906 (Carlton:
Melbourne University Presk976)6.
" RPorterWhe Patient's View: Doing Medical History from belBveory and Society4, no2 (March
1985): 193.
MJI[ S6Aa WL Y G NE RdzO (i Realtyl &nd RistassVin AusigaA Histy CaitieRay
Australian Government Printing Service 1989): 7.
W CAYOK W{220KAY3 {&NHzaJA IyR ¢SSUGKAYI t-RORSNEY
in Medical History(1999); J Haggeéxustralian Colonial Medicin@delaide: Rigbimited 1979); J
wlk FOGSNE WYSSLIA Y3/ ISYHifdiNg e | Huisfith ol Misa NS 4/(Gdcember 1999)
YR t BheBateNts Wed ®
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how effective domestic therapy was in treating serious and infectious diseases such as

diphtheria which was a significant cause of death, particularly among children. Lewis, John
Cumpston, Janet McCalman and Rebecca Kippen digmussurces of morbidity and

mortality in the colonial populationand KS G SLIARSYAO LISNA2RAOAGEE
part of the nineteenth century®® According to Rafferty outbreaks of influenza, diphtheria and
typhoidK I R | a4 S@SNEB Anmpdrativelyiisolatgd conamyriitiestwih litde2

immunity [and] could cause widespread panic, empty schools, devastate families, and cause
ddzRRSY NBIA2YI Tt dzZlJa g Ay Ta K'yWoney Werehtithe vayigRardO K A £ R
in safeguarding community hel| whether their own families or as nurses in homes or

hospitals. Wendy Madsen examinthe linkage between the ideals of womanhood and

nursing by Florence NightingaMhile Susan Creaotes the appeal of nursing as an occupation

Ay GKS O2yti8ERT20 Sa KEThede veeoiaér desponsibilities.

Colonial and municipal governments were often at the forefront, particularly during epidemics.
Above all individuals and communities were expected to be accountable for their own well

being partialarly in the case of personal and communal hygiene. In this context Deborah

Lupton argues that, aside from the practical benefits of removing rubbish, eliminating sources

2F O0FR 2R2dzNE YR LINBY2GAy3 Of SIyfAsgeedas GKS
KS3aSyY2y A0 YZHehce thrBugh thieSe&dllebtive endeavogesneinschafts

visible and reinforced in local communities.

Several researchers have examined the cultural milieu of Australians in the 1890s. Richard
Waterhouse describes the gamnof experiences and events that constitute what he considers
a4 a6S0a 2F aA3IAYyATAOIyOSé Ay | OO2NR*Thesdi K DSS
include a host of events such as sport, theatre, concerts and balls while agricultural shows,

hunting and ploughing matches combined work and pleasure. Some of these activities are

2OMJLewist KS t S2 L) SQa | SIf 4K t-498G(PodsmauthGreeivicodh y ! dza G NI

PublishingGroup2000);CumpstorHealth and DiseasdMcCalman an®RKippS y Wt 2 LJdzf F G A2y |

I S| finB&skford and McintgrCambridge History of Australia

Py F (K8dpiBg Health9274-297.

225/ NHzS+ W/ KFy3Ay 3 LuRBthe Mhet@e@hCertuE Y RY2 K R Beh&A Sy (i Q

Studies Writing Faculty PublicatioRaper 1 (200594 W a | R & Bh¢ ag&lof transition: nursing and

cd NAy3 Ay GKS yduyidhaf SuStraliarkStudidsshiiadziRADR): 43. The concept of the

G/ dzf G 2 F ¢ NdzSadeviged byyB&rizagh Rvelter who defineddtitributesaso® o6& g KA OK

a woman judged heself and was judged by her husband, her neighbors and society could be divided

into four cardinal virtuespiety, purity, submissiveness and domesticity. Put ttedhtogether and they

spelled mother, daughter, sister, wifavoman. Without them, no matter whether there was fame,

achievement or wealth, all was ashes. With them she was promised Hagpi@a | YR LJ2 g SNIp¢

2 S{ (TSNt & True Womanhood: 1820y ¢ Arterican Quarterlt8no 2 ptl (1966): 152

123DLuptonThe Imperative of Health: Public Health and the Regulated Badylon:Sage Publications

1995 34.

' RWaterhousePrivate Pleasures, Public Leisure A History of Australian Popular Culturk788ce

(South MelbourneLongman Australia LimitetP95;D S SNI T We¢ KA O1 5SaONR LI A 2y Qd
31



SEFYAYSR Ay 3SySNIft KAadz2NASa FyR Ylyeé FNB
GASs A& GKIFIG GKS &aLISOALfA&GA SYLWKI&A&S aoNBI
KASNI NOK&@ dddY2 NI f LIdZNLIZ ESddpa2OALf RAAOALI AY
GGK2aS8S FaLlsSoda GKIG I NB az2YSK2 B coygsient@inl GA O 2
the former, sport historian Brian Stoddart addresses charactesisticport he believed

GNF AdSRE FT2NX¥SR YR LINBASNWSR a20A1® SELISOGI

2 §SNK2dzaSz . Stfrtydlrz /2fAy ¢LGT X W2Ky hQl N
popular at the time including horse racing, pedemtism, football, tennis and crickét’.

Community bonding, parochialism, social inclusion and exclusion are evident in these analyses
adzOK a Ay YFGTl Qa RSAONARLIIAZ2Y 2F ! 62NAIAYI §
working class menweremofeA { St & G2 GF1S LINI Ay dalLRyidl yS
organised competition&® Similarly many of these themes are apparent in other forms of

recreation including parades and banding both of which fostered a sense of identity and

communal belongind?®

Schools of Art also had an important place in the cultural life of communities, providing venues
for concerts, meetings, valedictories and the like. They were, in the words of Philip Candy,
GlFoz2dzi & dzoAljdzAG2dza | & Ozeddl 8§ NE & ODAEGEhERdd® O f

Michael Canon discuss their role providing intellectual stimulation foidprainantly middle

1220 al OAYGeNB W{LRNI FyR tFald ! dzad NI ©Spodikl y / dzf § dzNJ
Australian Society Past and Presghisington: Frank Cass Publishers Digitanting 2000): 4, 5, 7.
22 {i2RRINI W ¢KS | ARRSY Ly Tt dzSCen§ruching a CultlzgeNi Q Ay
t S2LJ SQa | Aad2NE (RngwoodddkécBhied Gritble/Peduiyi BoBks 1988):y135.
2" RWaterhousePrivate Pleasurd® Waterhousdhe Vision Splendid A Social and Cultural History of
Rural AustraligFremantle: Curtin University Books 200B¢gllantalRethinking the 1890 h QW | NJ
Whe Jockey ClubaidK S ¢ 2 gy Ay /igJodndlbfiGamblindzatidiggs){Falll199); C
¢ GT  W! 02 NATBeAAysBalian Botiety FaRINArtHisB($987)D Kirk @ender assoctins:
ALR NI adl 4GS & 0K 2 2Thalntérnational Joainél dEkhé Hidtoyy ofSpaft:? (@0008; Q
Wt SI 1S W¢ K8 of Brkegisteketl Rrapriefary Pony Racing in the Social History of Sydney
wl OA Wabling Arddition®0 no 2 (May 2004).
128 Kirk@ender associaA 2324 Q T
20n bands seeWhiteoakW¢ t A (1 &  KS :BragsBanfidgan Adsiratiafi Riraimtunities
. ST2NE 2 2 NRural Sodieljol¢%pnd 2003 D. @ § KSff W¢KS . NlFa@éaT. Il yR .
Herbert (ed) The British Brass Band and Musical and Social Higdoafprd: Gford University Press
2002 230,and on parades seeBrownMay anda D NJ BelteY'thad a play: Street processions, civic
orderl YR (G KS NXS i 200lné of Adstrafiah $HRIBEE9 (I306) 44 3.
¥Opcandywé ¢ KS [ A IKG ThaCohtrbitighDffhe Institutd 2F ¢! dza G NI £ A+ Q& / dzf
in PCandyandJLaurent(eds)Pioneering Culture Mechanics Institutes and Schools of Art in Australia
(AdelaideAuslib Pres 1994).
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class men but the institutions also made reading material, particularly fiction, available to the

general publict*

Hotels, as well aSchools of Art, were venues for community events. Clare Wright contends

GKS®& 6SNB || aKdzo 2F O2YYdzyAaide tAFS wlyR6 LlzN
civic pursuits, ballrooms, dance halls, billiards and bagatelle rooms, even theatres, draér sal

'y R 0l (i K?Hotelsinée® also despectable places of work for women as discussed by
Wright, Glenda Strachan and Lindy HenderS8kright concludes, for example, that most of

0KS aydzia I-VERSDbRYyHE®@P@F S NHz0 S & & Syhédisb ofesthat 2 YSy Q
NHzy y Ay 3 | K 2ddridmic iddgperdeénceAbbistelie8 political identity and elevated

0 KSA NJ LIS NE‘Net hlifhotels verél atmisideied respectable. Many attracted
WRAANBLIzIF 6f SQ LIS2 LI S & dzOtewn ko Eperid theirdayds NB | Y R
f 02K2f X RIyOAy3d I yeRvirdbrheNtRfavorking Kdssiputaltré& ZNNHzLIG A Y
Garton asserts, provided temperance activists with even greater motivation in their campaign

for prohibition. Gambling was another populaif slightly seedy, pastime popular with the

2Ny Ay3 OflraasSad .dzi Ay hQlFNI¥Qa OASg Al KIR
gambled on horse racing and other sports while tattersalls and totalisers also had widespread
appeal’®® Sweepstakes add be playedvithin tK S LINAX g 08 2F 2y SQa 26y
Y2ad 2NRAYINE LIS2LXS aLISyd GKSAN f SAadaNBE K2 d
between family, friends or workmates not only strengthened interpersonal relationships but

provided the foundation for a broadegemeinschaftommunity.

The regional mosaic of the district provides the context for this thematic analysis. As with most
of rural NSW, the Central West and its communities as they were in the early 1890s, had been
shaped bythe triumvirate of gold discoveries, land settlement and railway construction. Most
histories of NSW and the Australian colonies address these issues in varying leveld.of deta
Dennis Jeans, for example, provides a neat summary and Kingston providesraiew in her

narrative history of the colony and she places events within her thematically organised

31 \M cannortLife in the Country Australia in the Victorian Agévizlbourne: Thomas Nelson 1975) 253;

D 51 @Aazy WalbdakSaaisan@ il Cdmpaaidn History of Australian Histetg2.

¥2cwright,, S82y R GKS [ RASA [ 2 dzy I(SarltbndelfioddhefUhivestyy CSY I £ §
Press 2003) 109.
LD (NI OKFY YR [ | SYRSNE2Y W! &a deprénBurid aivitieNdn NS &

late nineteenth century Australia’ in J Shields and N Balnave @aségnted at The Past is Before Us:
The Ninth National Labour History ConfereB8yeney2005).
3% CWright @f public houses and private lives female hotedpeNE | & R2YS&aGA O Sy i NBLX
Australian Historical Studi&2:116(2001): 62, 63.
W o h QI FaNdzZ3Qa DIFYS | 1 Aad2NE 2 HKebsingfon:yNaw SoytiRwalesS G G A y =
University Press 1988) 91.
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colonies in 18883

Gold rushes in the Australian colerj particularly those in Victoria andsM/ loom large in

many accounts of colonial histofy’ Academic studies document the influx of gsleekers,

the establishment of new towns, the growth of others, and the continuing importance of gold

02 0KS ecomm@wieniinrushes and reef mining, particularly by entrepreneurs and
consortiums. Unsurprisingly the precious metal is a theme in many local histories given its
importance in the foundation and growth of many communiti#d.and settlement is equall
OSYiNIf (G2 YlIye 2F (KSaS KAaG2NASaod !a | NBdAzS
F2fft26SR (KS 3I2fR RA&aO2SNASa 61 a aSHFSy Y2NB
But the path was not always smooth. Notwithstanding official visidresesating a yeomanry

class, woulebe agriculturalists were denied land which was held in freehold and leasehold by
squatters. Several studies examine the efforts of successive governments to free up land, of
squatters to defend their holdings and of sett to secure farms. There are divergent views

on the objectives and effectiveness of the various land gqegicularly theRobertson Land

Acts introduced to deal with these competing interests, but there is consensus that the

2dzi 02 YS T2 NJ rwaS, atvesyraixett | Ny S

%D N Jeansn Historical Geography of New SoWfales to 1901Sydney: Reed Education 1978);
KingstonThe Oxford History of Australia Glad, Confident Morning 418810 (Melbourne Oxford
UniversityPress 1988); B Kingstbfistory of New South Wal¢Bort Melbourne: Cambridge University
Press 2006)Davison (et alfustralians 1888See also S MacintyfeConcise History of Austra(iaort
Melbourne:Cambridge University Press 200R LinrBattling the Land 200 Years of Rural Austrédia
LeonardsAllen and Unwin 1999CannorLife in the Country
YLy TRRAGAZY (2 GKS 102085 20KSNE Ay Of dzRS { [} 8N
b Ay SiSSy iMstralidhyHistdrnd Aichaeologyo o mMmppp 0T W 2 a O/ | NIé wWD2
Davison (et alfompandn History of Australian Histori;McGowanDust and Dreams A regional history
of mining and community in south east New South Wales-1886(PhD Thesis Australian National
''YAGBSNEAGE HnamMOT t tAO1ISNAY3I WWQE¢KS CAY3ISNI 2F D3
Cook and Reevessold Forgotten Histories and Lost Objects of Aust(@éakleigh: Cambridge
University Press 2001); G BlayAde Rush that never end€@arlton: Melbourne University Press 1978)
and G Serl@he Rush to be RighHistory of the Colony of Victoffdelbourne: Melbourne University
Press 1971)
38K Cook and D Garvey The Glint of Gold A History and Tourist Guide of the Gold Fields of New South
Wales(Pymbe: Glenlin Investments 1999 a particularly useful local study
5 D22RYIY 5 WYWEFKS KB2 MR pNMHEEOK $3/ 2CambridgeNtRy df Y R al OA Y
Australia.
10 studies on closer settlement include KidgAn Outline of Closer Settlement in New South Wales Part
1 The Sequence of the Land Laws 178865(Sydney: Division of Marketing and Agidtural Economics,
N.S.W. Dept. of Agriculture 1957)R®bertsHistory of Australian Land Settlemd®outh Melbourne:
McMillan Company of Australia Pty Ltd 1958); D W IA { BhdlDrigins of Robertsor'sind Act®
Historical Studies: Australia & Newafand2008);BD | Y Y | \Bh® gaied, and who was meant to
gain, fromlandse@ G A 2y Ay b S Austfal@rdiistorical BtadE2a W990): 104C Karr
Wlythology vs. Reality: The Success of Rréef SOGA2Y Ay JoBnalofth2 Boyd 2 | f S&Q
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Many of the histories already mentioned also consider the impact of railway construction
which either accompanied or facilitated closer settlement. The economic benefit was such that
there was often fierce competition between commities for railway lines to pass through
townships or settlements. According to Gunn the competing interests of government,
business, agriculture, mining and pastoralism could be hard to reconcile but the
interdependency between townsfolk and farmers wasially clearcut.'** Railways facilitated
economic, social and cultural ties between both large and small towns and their rural
hinterlands. Towns located on railways often grew beyond immediate and basic service

provision with the establishment of manufacing and large businesses.

dzEG2y Q& tylteara 2F G2y 3INRBSGK Ay G(KS whrgSs
railways, contributed to the progress or demise of individual towns. Changed land use
patterns, in particular, were importanas is dicussed by Watersdif? Perhaps unexpectedly
most people in rural NSW lived in towns and villages. Australian colonies were among the most
urbanised places in the world and according to Davison, a sizable portion of the population
lived in nonmetropolitan uban communities with a significant number of these with fewer
than 500 inhabitant$* The hierarchy of towns in terms of population reflected their
AYLRNIFYOS G2  NBIA2yQa SO02y FMiedizeloftte2 > Ay
country towns andiillages dictated the type and extent of the services and businesses and
hence the livelihoods of their inhabitants. As discussed, the regional mosaic of the Central
West in the early 1890s was moulded by historical dynamics of gold, land and railways but
these factors continued to influence the vagaries of everyday life. Interdependencies and
interrelationships between towns and their rural hinterlands were dictated by the
intensification of settlement, gold mining and the railways. So toaéditieinschaftvhich

fostered the interaction of communities and the cohesiveness of society.

This synopsis of the central issues that impacted on colonial society at the outset of the 1890s
provides the context for my examination of everyday life in the Central VBestit is ordinary
people who are central to this study and their stories illuminate these broader themes. Finding

these individuals can be problematic, one of difficultieéng the paucity of source¥et as

Australian Historical Socie§0 (1974)BuxtonThe RiverinaGammagéNarrandera ShirgHancock
Discovering Monaradrhe extent of settlement is shown in Map 5.
%13 Gunn Along Parallel Lines. A History of the Railways of New South Wale4886(Melbourne:
Melbourne University Press 1989).
“2BuxtonThe Riverina214216, WatersorSquatter, Selector and Storekeeper
143GDavison‘P:ountry Life The Rise and Decline of An Australiari lid@2avison G (et aBtruggle
Country: The Rural Ideal in Twentieth CeptstralialMonash University ePress October 2D0512.
“*See also Candrife in the CountryDavison (et al\ustralians 1888BuxtonThe RiverinaDavison
W/ 2dzyiNE [AFTSQ YR a YSyStSe W¢KS 58Aay3a ¢26y {&yrF
Westen District of Victoria 1891 po 1 Q Ay 5| @Strdgglg/CotintyR . N2 RA S
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Charles Tilly observed,A ¥ 2 NR A yfi-faMdharrhail8e? affth&r liviesSinnumerable

documents of great diversity bore traces of those lives...and with care and expertise [can be
FAGGUSRG G(G23a3SGKSNI AyihG2 ai Sfi%dve bundindididugdisNdmaSa 2 F
host of official deauments including enquires into proposed railways, questions in Parliament,
census collector books, gaol description books, government gazettes, annual reports of
government agencies and school archives:lim searchable indexes including Birth, Deaths

and Marriages, Bankruptcy, Schools, Teachers and Police records have also been invaluable.

Life writing affords one of the most insightful ways of viewing the past. Unfortunately there is

no way of knowing how many people in the district kept diaries dutime period under study

but fortunately at least three of these are publicly available. In this thesis the chronicles of

t SGSNI WKSAYOSNBSNE [2dzAal 2FfaK YR ¢K2Yl & h
their families and friends went about their dalives, they afford the opportunity to

contextualise the everyday with the broader issues of the day. There are two useful

contemporary biographical sourcés. CNXB R S NJA @ldine2ChidehnialHstori of New

South Waleswhich includes around 350 BoNJ LIKA Sa 2F GLINRPYAYSY(d AyK
andAustralian Menof Mark | 0 A 23NF LKA Ot O2YYSY2N} GA QS 4
2F 1201 S0G 0A23aANILIKASaAE 2N aavylff f.x@Sa¢eg 2F O
individuals, although skbkelected, whose biographies are included in these publications are

often viewed as influential in their community, generally in the villages and townships but also

in the surrounding rural areag. K S RSGFAf & 2F (KS&aS yvzasite YSy
place of birth, migration date, political and religious affiliations, marital status, educational
background and membership of community organisations and institutions. The piecing

together of this information together with material from other sourcsch as obituaries has

been helpful. Théwustralian Dictionary of Biographwhich includes biographies of over 10,000
individuals has been of some assistance although few people in this thesis appear in its

volumes.

The 1891 Census, statistical registend &arious directories, almanacs and handbooks are

important not just in the data they contain but also in identifying individuals. For example

a2YS O02ftSOG2NERQ o0221a F2N) GKS mydpm OSyada vy
but also the heaaf the household. Other contemporary works that have been useful include

a series of pamphletsrepared for the Chicago Exposition. They provide a comprehensive

compendium of statistical data, a geographical encyclopaedia, descriptions of the history,

Wy eAffte WwSONASIAY I RelumyRheXSastyThe WottS &f Social Hig@hapebdzy T =
Hill University of North Carolina Press 1985) 32.
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resaurces, drama and music; trade and commerce; social, industrial political amgecative
associations and one describifige Aborigines of New South Wal&ke largest pamphlet is a
somewhat rambling essapwustralia and America 1892 A Contrasthored ty Edward

Dowling. Although Dowling repeats some of the content contained in the other pamphlets, his

work provides some insight into the various social issues of thé*fiay.

Digital technology includinthe online indexes mentioned above for example, hass$formed

historical research in recent years and this thesis is no exception. Family histories contained in
genealogical websites suels Ancestrycan impart information ot easily found elsewhere or

at all. Similar kinslof material can be accessed frdire web sites ofocal historical societies.

Journal articles are made more accessible through digital libraries such as JISTOR. The

| FAGKAGCNHzZG S5AIAGHEE [ AONI NBE LlzfAakKSa FdzZ £
Centenary History of the Rteyterian Churchublished in 1904being one. Archive Digital

Books Australasia is yet another medium which holds over 2,000 publications including a set of
New South Wales Police Gazettiesn 1862 to 1900, whichre available on a variety of

medial*’

Newspapers were the most important source for my research and | would not have been able
to undertake this thesis if they had not been available digitatlyaddition to the twenty
sevensingle edition loal newspapers included in the Chicago collectioalable on

microfilm, | have perused editions of ti@owra Free Pressmd theParkes and Forbes Gazette

and others at the National Library or State Library of NSW. Unquestionably, though, Trove has
been indispensabl&? In being able to access multiple edit®of local, other regional and
metropolitan newspapers online, particularly with the aid of a search function, | have been
able to retrieve the lives of many individuaiio would otherwise have gone unnoticedd

hence present a comprehensive accounbadinary life in broader historical themes.

18 ¢ BreweThe Drama ad Music of New South Wales DowlingAustralia and America in 1892 A

Contrast J Frasefhe Aborigines of New South Waldé A HansoiGeographical Encyclopaedia of New
SouthWales 9 2  hSodiatizndusiridl} Pglitical and Cooperative Associattmef New South
Wales Australia E Pulsford he Rise, Progress and Present Position of Bradl€€ommerce in New
South WalesG Tregarthermhe Progress and Resources of New South \@atidew South Wales
History and Resourcesmpiled by the editopf the Year Book of Australia. All published by the
Authority of the New South Wales Commissioners for the World Columbian Exposition Chicago
1892/1893.Sedustralian Dictionaryor biography of Edward Dowling.

1 Seehttps://about.jstor.org/, https://www.hathitrust.org/ and
http://www.archivedigitalbooks.com.au/

“®Trove is a website hosted by the National Librarywstfalia in collaboration with multiple
AyadAaddzianzya | ONRP&da ! dzZAGNI EAl Ay 6KAOK 2@0SNJ ppnzy
Ydza A O | NOKA @Sa | geehttpsAude fla.dowdd/?2gg OOSaadaAot S
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In the first bulletin ofAustralia 1888 Sy Ly 3t Aa O2y dSYLX I SR g KI
YySSR (G2 0S YIRS o0& O2yiGNAROdziAy3d | dziK2NRE 2Yy &
happen in thatyeartsi KS (i SE (i dzZNB ¥ fhad% @iRildEdiremma irf datdtriining

how to link the broader historical themes to ordinary lives in the Central West. | adopted a
conventional approach of organising chapters under the headings of those major themes. In

this way, | present a cohesive study which addresses concerns about the disjointedness of the
slice approachThe thesis is presented in two volumes. Volume one comprises the main body

of the thesis and the second volume includggpendices andthaps

Giventhe importance of newspapers as a source for this thesis the first chapter deals with the
place of newspapers in colonial society. All the issues canvassed in this thesis appear in the
20t ySgalJl LISNE® !'a w2R YANJ LlorgaNdpartof y2iGSa y
a20AS0eé¢ GKSe aoSNB aiA3ayAFAOLyd F2NOSa Ay 0O
WO 2 dzy (i NB Y A¥1LBcEl RefvSpapers, ingropolitan dailies and weeklies provide a

window through which ordinary people and the ebb and flow of dd#yin the Central West

during the study period are laid bare.

The second chapter establishes the overall context of the théssegional mosaic. |

describe those places that defined the distritte rural areas, mines, village settlements and
towns¢ and analyse those issues which impacted on where and how people lived and worked.
The chapter introduces individuals who loomed large in these communities. In chapter three
the primary focus is on the impact andividuals and local businesses of deteaiing

economic conditions amid suggestions that the district was less exposed than other parts of
the colony. In chapter four, | provide the setting for the political environment in the district

and examine the role and engagement of people in the palificocess. This chapter also
addresses the relationship between capital and labour at a local level in the aftermath of the

industrial disruption in 1890.

My discussion on law and order in chapter five illustrates the underlying societal anxieties
providing insight into community attitudes and values. | also examine the plight of women
caught up in poverty and moral outrage. A discussion on larrikinism extends in the next
chapter which examines the place of education in the district. The theme of theaCevst

as a morally upright, cohesive and stable society is continued in this chapter. The role of state

and church, principally the Catholic Church, in maintaining societal values is discussed as are

Wy { Ly3ftAaa wi2g (2 6NARGS o62dz2i myyyKQustkafa D 51+ GA
1888 A journal for the study of Australian history centred on the year &88uary 1979).

BOw YANL LI GNR O]l WeKS | 2dza S ngid Présy182m3p(n DR Aw'S LINB aBW (K
J Schultdournalism Print Politics and Popular Cul{@eLucia: University of Queensland Press 1999) 35.
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the inherent tensions between the two and the presssibrought to bear on teachers and
parents. Morality and social order aa¢so central themes in chapter sevenwhich | examine

the place of religion in the community.

Chaptereighttransitions from the spiritual to the physical with an examinationhaf health of

the community. The interplay of local and colonial officials, doctors, patients and other
individuals during epidemics is discussed. | demonstrate the frailties and pathos evident in the
community during these difficult times. The chapter asplores the power plays and

prejudice apparent in hospitals, involving doctors, board members, clergy, matrons and

ydNB Sa® . Se2yR (GKS KzaLhAadlrts L O2yairRSNI GKS
provision of health care and conclude with a dission of what most people did when they got

sick.

In the final chapter | explore how people spent their leisure time including private and
personal recreations such as, visiting and playing music and a host of public entertainments
including sport, agridtural shows, Sunday school picnics, parades, gambling and drinking. |
demonstrate the place of these and other activities in the social fabric of communities through
the enhancement of a sense of belonging and shielding people from the evils of dssipati

and idleness.

This thesis is a history of ordinary people and their everyday lives. In the succeeding pages |
retrieve the lives of hundreds of individuals, many of whom had ieén2 a & A G KAYy KA 2
LINE OSaasSa 2N Ay Tobdrsow MR Kz Y OIA2 $rdvinsvérdst niany

KIS KAGKSNI2 0SSy O2y FAYSR (2 'KRhSirstorkey 2 NI 2 dza
illuminate the broader historical themes and address the central argument of the study,
specificallywhether theaccepted understaridgs of the 1890s were as evident in the Central

West as in the colony generally. | focus also on the conceggmeinschafind how this

shaped communities in the district. | have set out to bring academic rigour to my analysis

through the congruent methdologies of regional history, history from below and biography. |
0StASOS L KIPS SAOKSHSR IySOR20GIfAAYZ AGANRYIl Y
R S { °°0n thedontrary, it is in the minutiae of everyday life that ordinary people are found

thus providing the framework for the analyses that ensue in the following chapters.

PLONB SN WaAONRKAAG2NE | yR7 GKS 1 AaG2NRASa 2F 9OSNE
“2E P Thompsofihe Making of the English Wdmg Clas§New York: Vintage Books 1966) 12.
LE2NI WIAEG2NE CNRY . St26Q3F MMMO
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Chapter X Newspapers

Parochial newspapers are arguably the most accessible medium for uncovering the lives of
ordinary people and how they went about their everyday lidesing the years studied here.
Hence it is no surprise that these are the major source for this thesis. A quick perusal of a
single edition of one of the 27 newspapers circulating in the Central West at the time reveals
the rich texture of everyday lifendlividuals, often about who little is known, appear in articles

and advertisements pragling an impetudor further research. In the 17 January 1891 edition

of the Molong Expressfor example,6 S f SI N} / dzR| f OKSYAal 21
supplementary use fohis own drugs probably hastened his death and that Elizabeth Barnett
whose husband Edward, owned the Commercial Hotel at Wellington, died prematurely at the
38 2F npod ¢KS y2GA0S 2F 9ftAllIoSikKQa RSIGK
brother Matthew Williamson was a local farmer at nearby Booney. Thus we are introduced to
Walter Way, Elizabeth and Edward Barnett and Matthew Williamson and with other sources
can search out greater detail of their lives and what they tell us about the commuiities

which they lived-

The diversity of everyday life is apparent in this same edition through articles and

I ROSNIA&ASYSyGao ¢KS LI GOSNy 2F fIyR aSdaatSysS
advertisements for wool, and grain merchants, markdébimation on latest produce prices

and carriage rates. Local industrieour and saw mills and a foundgyand services including
solicitors, doctors and undertakers feature prominently in the advertising columns. Public

notices alerting the populace @ending municipal elections, stock impounds, sports,

community meetings and church services, reflect the minutiae of everyday life. Equally news

items including police court reports, a rash of petty burglaries and a poorly attended commons

meeting contrbute to this mosaic.

A salient feature in this edition is the editorial which censures the people of Molorbéinr
GALIANRG 2F AYRAFFSNBYOSeéd 2A0K | yydzZ t YSSGAY
and Agricultural Association and haspidue, editor MariorLeathem, urges the populatidn

aKIF1S 2FF GKSANJI aR2y Qi OFNB tAFStSaaySaae Iy
2NBIFyAaldA2ya F2N AGKSANI 26y &l 1 §Thea® | yR T2
sentiment expressed ithe editorial illustrates one of the multiple functions of newspapers in

local communities.

! See Appendix 1 for biographies of Walter Way, Elizabeth and Edward Barnett and Matthew
Williamson.
?Molong Express7 January 1891

40



W2R YANJ LI GNRO] RSEONAROGSA LI NBROKA PManw &6 a LI LIS
suggested by newspaper owner and journalist Wevlortimer Franklyng & G NHdg@@ t S
SEAaAGSYyO0Se Ay GKS S| NI ‘whilKirkpatricR Satek thail theg wefea S &
02NY 2dzi 2F ySOSaardeszr y2i 2daAad a a02YYSNDA
community they servedL y w2 0 AYy 2 Istbinshigdravel@prddesriewspapers

6 SNB Ay (S wigorodslpiyloticin &f $he material and social advamest of their

town and district.® Newspapers had other elemental social, economic and political roles.

Perhaps building a sense of communitgsithe most significant of these. Marion Leathem

appealed to the residents of Molong to support organisations which existed for communal
betterment and selfreliance thus contributing to the cohesiveness of local sodigtyese

characteristics are consatt with the theme ofgemeinschaftvhich filters through this study

In the following paragraphd explore the nature and content of Central West newspapers,

their insight into daily life and their contributian the maintenance of atrong and

homogeneais society

The first newspaper in the district was tBathurst Advocatéa precursor to théBathurst Free
Pres3founded in 1848. By 1893, 27 newspapers were in print, the most recent being the
Cowra Guardialand theRylstone Advocatieoth of which bega publication in 1892Bathurst
had four newspapersB@athurst Free Presllational AdvocateBathurst Timesnd Bathurst
Sentinel) Mudgee three\(Vestern Post, Mudgee Guardiand Mudgee Independeijt Orange
two (Western Advocatand theOrange Leaddr Bayney two Blayney Arguand Blayney
Advocate) Cowra two Cowra Free Pressid Cowra Guardian Forbes twoRarkes and Forbes
Gazetteand Forbes TimgsParkes twoRarkes ExaminemdParkes Independentisrenfell

two (Grenfell Argusind Grenfell Vede#) and Wellington two(Wellington Timesnd Standard
of Freedom)Molong (Molong Expregs CarcoarGarcoar ChronicjeCondobolinCondobolin
Argus) Lithgow (ithgow Mercury, Peak Hill @ak Hill Times)sulgongThe Unionist and
Gulgong Advertisg¢randRylstone (theRylstone Advocajell had one newspapérSome of
0KSaS Lzt AOFGA2ya KIR gKFdG YANJ LI GNRO]l RSa&aO0

whom statistics are available, tl@ondobolin Argusad only 300 subscribers and ttenfe

Sw YAN] LI GNR O]l W! {RAZRION @ISt 20y AWM BI DG y{liKdzi K 2 £ $&
Journal of Australian Colonial Hist@yo 1 (2001): 78.
*H M FranklyrA Glance at Australian in 18@Blelbourne The Victorian View Publishing Company 1800)
37, also quoted by M Candife in e Country239.
YANJ LI GNRO]l W! RO20FGS 2NJ adzZldLldf AOFyiGiQs Tyo
°®R B WalkeThe newspaper press in New South Wales 1829 (Sydney: Sydney University Press
1976) 176.
" See Appendix 1 for biograplo Marion Leathem.
®The Cowra Guardiaand theRylstone Avocatewere only established in 1892 and thus were not
included in the compilation. See Appendix 7ifdormation on circulation, ownership and editors.
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Vedettehad 320. Thd&athurst Free Pressid theMudgee Independerttad 1,800 subscribers

against an overall figure of 1,109 for NSW provincial newspapers.

These publications had a similar imprint in layout and in the form of content. Othelttiean

two Bathurstdaily papers, approximately the same number of editions in the district was

published on either one or two days. Most newspapers had a minimum of four pages while the
WesternPo®2d CNARF & SRAUGAZ2Y dziadzZ f & Q@atielyorAySR SA:
substantially given up to adwgssements for local businesses 8ydney emporiums such as

Hordens, Palings pianos and patent mediciliésoteliers were among the most prolific

I ROSNIAASNE® LYy &2YS Lzt A Olnédedtegficetemty W2 RRA
including witticisms or international and/or local news, either satirical or factual, often

appeared on the right column of the front page. On the inside, all had editorial columns and

reports from correspondents located in the sounding towns and villages. Mosf the
AYGSNO2t2yAlLf AdGSYya FNBY 20SNESIFA YR (4KS 02
Wi St SANF LIKQS ¢oSNB aeyRAOFIGSRTI fdK2dzaK & 9f
of interpreting for the localitfjsome]ofi KS ySga OF NNAS®R Ay GKS RIAf

A great deal of the contenihcluded proceedings of courts, land boandgyorts of meetings

and/or activities of alic and community organisations, entertainment reviews, stock and

mining reports postal, telegrapic, railway and church information andore advertising

particularly of patents. Many published syndicated fiction, farming advice antiaplf

columns, and often bizarr@ccounts of international people, places and events. A considerable
portion includng advertisements, lifestyle articles and prose, was-specific. This material

OF SNBR FT2NJId4 6ARS | NBIFIRSNAEKALI SaaSydaart 7
Nepean Times (G KSNB 6SNBE aNBAARSYyla oKz R2 yieid OF N
there are many in the outside settlements who have no sympathy with what takes place at

O2dzy OAt 2NJ K2aLAGlIf YSSGAy3aa 2NJ AYRSSR gAGK
YSgAaLJl LISNI fa2 adz33Sa0GSR a2YS NBFRfN&A (221 Y
LJza3Af AaGAO SyO2dzy i SNE | R23 “Billl Belvspapera NJ a2 YS 2

engendered a shared identity. By browsing through the papers readers were reminded, in Sam

%R KirkpatriclkCountry Conscience A History of the NSW Provincial Pres¢ 388(Canberra City
Infinite Harvesting Publishing Pty Ltd 2000) 97.
19 A reduced size of the front page ¢feMudgee Independeraf 30 July 1892 was entirely taken up by
advertisements for the Horden emporium and J C Howard a farm implement maker in Sydney, while the
Mudgee Guedianin a similar format carried a single advertisement for a local store.
' E MorrisonEngines of Influence Newspapers of Country Victoria-1890(Carlton: Melbourne
' YAGSNEAGE tNBaa Hannpyv HTM® az2ZNNAEA2Yy Q& SYLKIaAAEAD
?Nepean Timeg0 November 1897.
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The breadth of local issues and how they were reported by newspapers reveals the
extraordinary in daily life. The Carcoar murders, the devastatpighieria epidemics,

I § KdzZNBE ¥ Q4 y @I & 2a6dfhe @it 8f sk Governor and Lady Jersey to Mudgee,
all of which are discussed in later chapters, were unusual occurrences and newspapers in and
outside the district covered these in detail. But it is the everyday items in the np&spéhat
tell us about ordinary lives. Sport and other entertainments were an intrinsic part of the
everyday. Newspapers carried paid advertisements for a host of events including horse races,
pedestrianism, friendly society sports and such,liké theyalso had follow up articles
attesting to the success of the occasions. Reports on annual agricultural,grotably the
most allencompassing community event in country centres, were expansive. In July 1892 the
Grenfell Timepublished the catalogue far KS (2 6y Qa dzLJO2 YAYy3d AK24 D (
for locals as well as people and businesses from outside the area to competiafgelist of
prizes which reflected the breadth of business and domestic activity in the areas. In addition to
notifying the forthcoming events, the largesse of town businessmen and women supporting

the event by offering the prizes was made known. All the hoteliers offered pfizes.

People and their livelihoods loom large. In Wellington Miss Nellie Jackson offered musit tuit

YR aAad DNBe& KiaRAl | RNISIHSMNINE & K2 @BzRISS 2FFSH
[ FRASA RdAzNAYy3I ! O02dz0KSYgRiGahgR DP#HSRG! D@ §FRBAOV
College at Orange. Frustratingly little more is known of these women than whatepm the
advertisements but at least there is some indication of the kind of respectable employment
available to women. Women such as Forbes resident Agnes Friend whose circumstances bring
them before magistrate courts also feature but again there dngoat no details on their lives.

More information on some women hoteliers such as Honora Maloney is available from

obituaries and similar sources, most likely because they were prominent in the business

sector®’

Men abviously filled the pages of newspapeBusinessmen, doctors, aldermen and office

holders of community organisations were well known at the time but some of these are not

¥S Hutchinsorsettlers, War and Empire in the Press Unsettling news in Australia and Britaih A®563
(Palgrave macmillan ebook 2017 https://doi.org/10.1007/98-819-637754).
“Eliza Clear donatef# 4s for the best Tandem Tuout. See Appendix 1 fordgraphy of Eliza Clear.
'* Standard of Freedor0 July 1892.
'®Western Pos80 August 1892.
" See Appendix 1 for biography of Hanora Maloney.
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readily identifiable in other sources. Newspaper articles provide a starting point in searching

out particulars of their lies. This is the case with some people such as Thomas McCabe, an
SYLX 2888 2F 2 A 33t S yanedNdpmedyd Bathurs? rhilvay wvofker@edND S & =
bandsmarand, William Lenehan Blayney, Council Clerk and convicted embé%Tleese are
peopleaboutwho little is known Through the medium of local newspapers their lives can be
revealedandcancontribute to an understanding of the nature of society in the Central West

at the time.

lllustration 6: J Winns Shoe Store and J F Grace's Newsagent Caswell S treet
Peak Hill ¢.1890

Newspapers also promoted the interests of their districts to the outside w&itkehhen

¢CFYYySNE {KFgy .dz2NYy&a |yR al NODdza hQ52yyStf | NAH
newspapers in linking [groups of people] and then podimgy and representing the rights and
AYGSNBadaég 2F LI NIAOdzZ NI O2YYdzyAGASEAS o6 NRdAK
of their dependence osommon indust$ & T2 NJ (0 KS A NJ ‘dBstOvhfie YA O 6 S| f
proliferation of newspapers in the disttj shared economic interests did not always overcome

more narrow parochial issueg/hen theWestern Advocat argued that the proposed School

of Mines should be located in Orange rather than the nearby mining village of Lucknow, a

¥ see Appendix 1 for biographies of James Appleby and William Lenehan.

Be ¢l yYSNE { . dzNY & lelof/specia edhidd BdofiafsSr fdrging’ant rBaintdiBing

ftAylada 0SGe6SSy ySsaLl LISNAR RushlSociet®l® (20R)YM8zy A 1A Sa (KS¢
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correspondent to theDrarge Leadedescribed theAdvocat®da g NA GSNJ Fa | aaol
S32GAaGA0FT oddd ITheRElget Cudadidatcistdthe Rbiic Mlorksii 2 NE &
5SLI NGYSyd 2F aLFeAy3da Ayid2 GKS KFyRa 2F GKS
purportedly preented from tendering for repairs to the Round Swamp and Hill End scHools.

And, the newly foundeav & f & (0 2 Y S operRed]2h® Vial & its wrath and pour[ed] its

@Sy 2Yé Kdtoomba Rrseg KSy GKS fFI0SNI a02FFSR G4 NBaA
(Rylstone) for calling for the dissolution of parliamé&tithe lingering resentment between

Forbes and Parkes over the Molong to Parkes railway occasionally flared in their local

newspapers with opposing stances on matters as minor as a church tea amthement?

Even so according to Robin Walker, by the end of the nineteenth century the parochial role of
YyS6aLlJl LISNE AY LINRPY2GAYy3 GGKS aGayIFINNBg FftSIAAlLY
RAYAYAAaKSRXI NBLX I OSR o6& fihHe coldrfryafditistthe FSSt Ay 3 2
Y S (i N2 EYedrtdindy theNational Advocaté JSNB A A G Sy Gt & NI Af SR |3 Ay
OSyiGNI PPral A2y é o

ILLUSTRATION 7: HECTOR LAMOND

? Orange LeadeB August 1892.
? Mudgee Guardiar2 August 1892.
% Katoomba Time&4 March 1893.
» TheFortes and Parkes Gazetamd theForbes Time@hrough the medium of the minister William
w20SNIav SEOKFYy3aISR o0FNba 2@0SNJ GKS adAadloratAade 27F
Church of England tea meeting, tB@zettearguing that it was moredzA G I 6 £ S T 2 NJForbesba Y21 S
and Parkes Gazettg0 May and 13 June 1893.
**WalkerThe newspaper presa40.
% Bathurst Free PresMarch 1892National Advocate® August 1893, 4 March 1892 and 23 February
1891.
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By 1891 most of the local newspapers had become more pluralistic. Fourteen of theesavent
editorials in the Chicago collection dealt with colonial rather than local issues, particularly
politics2° All newspapers in the district considered it their business to be involved in politics.

Some owners and editors, James Torpy and Henry Newmaa,m@&mbers of parliament

GKAES 20KSNE adzOK Fa 1 SO0G2NI [ Y2YR?BgldRal ai OKI
publications declared their principles and allegiances on the front page or headlined with
editorials. TheCarcoar Chronicjdor example} RGASNIAASR & GKS G/ KAST
Ay GKS /7 FNO2FN 9t SOG2NIFGSd LG O1y26ft SRISaA vy
Orange Leadatdevoted almost two columns asserting its independence, support for free

trade, popularity and qualitf® Qubstance often belied ideals with rivalry between editors and
proprietors in towns where there were two or more papers. The fiscal issue was often

forefront in their squabbles with one favouring free trade and the other protection but at

times this was aexondary concern. In Bathurst, tiNational Advocatend theBathurst

Sentinelwere persistent and vitriolic critics of the conservatiyathurst Free Pressd the

Bathurst Timesvhile the latter two could be as equally obdurate.

As suggested by Kirkpatkiand Morrison, the political content in the newspapers intensified

during parliamentary electionS.Advertisements, requisitions, comprehensive reporting on

candidate meetings and of course editorials swamped many publications. Few subscribed to

the Moloy’ 3 9 Edpiidaéhan@overing the 1891 election. It declared that it would show
aSldzr £ FlF@2dzNJ 62 GKS OFyRARFGSAa YR KIFEIR O2y¥
their own opinion ... [and that} ishould be the aim of every straightforwarmbujynalist to avoid
fermenting rash and hasty party spirit, but rather to promote as far a possible calm mature,

YR RSt A6 S NYTheNatidraeRaycatgldbpted a different approach ahead of the

1892 byelection in the East Macquarie electoratedfNHS R G YA Y SNE 2F 9l aid
professional men and tradesmen do your duty...canvas your friends...Mothers of young

families to persuade your husbands to protect tights of your children and vote for the

LINE G SOGA2YyAAlG CiTHeRdett helvépapewa ik gblonialpalifcs wias not

limited to the lead up to elections and the resultstioé polls. Meetings of the LEkeetrade

and protectionst organisations and other such interest groups were

®¢KSaS AyOf dzRSR s{ipkofectiéhréeratie, heé Broken il sfrikeSand the depression.
Local concerns covered included asiicial behaviour of local boys, the local show and the fire brigade.
“’See Appendix 1fay A 2 INJ LIKA Sa 2F W YS& ¢2NLJR SandH8goNE b Ss YL y
Lamond.
28 Carcoar Chronicl26 August 1892.
) MorrisonEngines of Influenc& A NJ LJF G N&A O] We¢KS 1 2dzaS 2F ! ySt SOGSR
% Molong Expres&7 June 1891.
% National Advocat® August 1892See Appendix 1 for biographiesJohn Boyd srand jnr.
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lllustration 8: Orange Leader Banner

routinely reported Readers were informed of the movement and activities of local members
and visiting politicians throughout the electorates gmbably the most absorbing walse

perpetual feud between th®athurst Free Pressid MLA Paddy Cri¢kPolitical patisanship

%2 5ee Appendix 1 for biography of Paddy Crick.
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was also evident in reporting clashes between labour and capital, farmer and pastoralists

organisations and most commonly, aldermen in the municipal councils.

Most of the newspapers bore the imprint of their editors and proprietors. Patrick Ryan

manager of theNational Advocatewas a rabbleouser and a thorn in the side of many

O2yaSNBIFGABSaE Ay . I (KdzNBE G P Wellingten TiEnes ahdQ | | £ £ 2 NI
Australian Liberatost 6 KA OK | R@2 0l GSR GKS O dzad Sedidthe 1 KS 2 2
f102dMNJ Y20SYSyd FyR F a3INBFG LNRAAKYFYéd LY h

Western Advocatevhile freetrader Henry Newman, had a share in the ownership of the

Orange Leadef’Y A NJ LJ- {4 NR O1 & dz3 éhtury éoloniaKjarnalistd ¢idingtS G S Sy i ¢
0St2y3 (2 GKS dzZLJJISN) SOKSft2ya 2F a20ASdGeéeé¢ | yR
being highly educated, as lacking in9¢lB & LISOG ' yR aO02avY2LRt AlGlyYy SE
attributes the low esteem in which many editors wereRel g I & LJ NI A f £ @ RdzS
andmutd £ Ay &adz (& Lidgetamniq the hehaviduiNaRsgnebwnerdand editors

was, at times, reprehensible. The Ryan &athurst Timesébel trial, for example, was as

GFraG8t8484 | & mpdriundBlidga®ENI (A O YR A

Illustration 9: Patrick V Ryan and John C Ryall

%n an aside on the School of the Mines issue,@nange Leade®2 YY Sy i SR aaNJ ¢ 2 NLJR &l
School of Mines is established in this district it will be in Orange. Why, certainly. Let us allesilogyy g
FYR GKSy 4SQff I ff {yORaageleade®Mgusti8o2s KSy ¢S 4SS 2y St
*H MayerThe Press in Australiacpc n lj dz2 G SR 6& YA NJ LI G8h O1 W! RG2OF
% Ryan sued Alfred John Doweed GeorgeHalkerston McDougal, owners of tiBathurst Timesfor
defamation after the newspaper implied that Ryan, when he was mayor, had given preferential
treatment to Catholics in hiring labourers. Follow up articles in both newspapers ware also part of the
case. The presiding judge, Sir George Inaie§,F Ry 2 KSaA il GARnjuadeywhichhadA y 3¢
been usedby newspapers] was @isgraceto journalism. They had both descendidexceedinglyow,
dirty and indecenthing<t. The jury found in favour of Ryan on two of the five counts and he wa
awarded one farthing on eacBathurst Free Preds and 19 October 189%ee Appendix 1 for
biographiesof Patrick Ryan, Herbert MacDougal and Alfred Dowse
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Notwithstanding thisand other incidents, most editors and owners were seen apeetable

citizens in the townThere were mayors and aldermen including Thomas CroweamdC]

Ryall, magistrate William Brooke and members of various community and civic organisations
including James Ryan, Sydney S Smith, Hugh Kear, Dennis Madden and Robert Porter. Nelson
Paget Whitelocke and William Goodge were prolific writers of poetry and pydemen in the
newspaper business were rare and the Central West was no different. Marion Leathem, owner

and editor of theMolong Expressyas the only female proprietor in the districf.

Newspapers printed in the Central West between 1891 and 1893 wepectzble

publications. As could be expected the content could be partisan, sensationalist, derisive,
distasteful and spiteful. Although some editors challenged the status quo, they did not publish
any material which was likely to undermine social ordee &ktent to which the newspapers
were influential in their communities is difficult to judge but they were a valuable source of
information. They fostered community spirit and contributed to connectivity between groups
of people, sometime with diverse intests. From their pages we gain an insight into the social

fabric of society but also grasp the importance of shared values and social order.

lllustration 10: Arrival of newspapers & Peak Hill 1891

*®See Appendix 1 for biographies of John C Ryall, James Ryan, William Brooke, Sydney S8mith, Hu
Kear, Dennis and Henry Madden, Robert Porter, William Goodge and Nelson Paget Whitelocke.
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Chapter 2 The Central Westthe land and the people
Part 1

In this chapter | focus on the regional mosaifiche Central West between 1891 and 1893. |
explore the lives of the people who lived there and review the places and spaces of work.
These are the fundamentals of this regional history and by teliegtories of individuals and
communities | draw out some of the themes contained in this study. The premise of
gemeinschaftfor example, is evident in the quest for the yeoman farmer and the sense of
community is apparent in the lobbying for railwaypafal connections between gold miners
scattered throughout the district and the economic interdependencies between and within
communities shed light on the broader pecuniary concerns of the time. The Central West also
had similar and disparate attributés settlement, social and cultural networks, political
affiliations and economic conditions, a pattern not replicated in any other district, making it an

ideal subject for a regional study.

Although land settlement, gold discoveries and the spread divesis are almost clichéd

subjects in histories of inland colonial NSW, their significance in this region in the latter part of
the nineteenth century is palpable. European colonisation of the district began with breaching
the barrier of the Great Dividingange followed by the first white settlers spreading

westwards from small clusters around Bathur8y 1891 approximately 95,000 people most

of whom were native borrlived in the district?

In addition to the geographical and natural environment, eaditlement was dictated by the

vagaries of successive imperial administrations and colonial governors. Initially squatters
200dzLIASR fFNBS (N> Ola 2F fFyR 0S@2yR (KS Wya
runs later legitimised through leaselktitle, while land grants enabled some people such to

build up extensive holdings. & / 23Kty y2iSR Ay wmMydoX 6aaz2yvys$
bS¢ {2dziK 21 fSa¢ O2dAR 6S F2dzyR Ay LI NILa 27

! See Appendix fbr a timeline of relevant milestones for white settlement of the district.

%1t is difficult to get the exact number of the population becau$¢he various statistical areas used in

the Census and the overlap of these areas. See Appendix 5 for a schedule of the population in counties
and see Appendix 6 for a schedule of birth places.

¢ KS Wy oyheiSBoducddin 1829 as an expansighT (1 KS Wt A Yhathatl beerF f 2 OF
SailotAaKSR o0& D2@SNY2N) al OljdzZt NAS Ay mMyHcd® ¢KS f
GKAGS aSGGtSNE O2df R 4881 flyR aINIylGa odai 6882yR

settlement as sqatters spread westward in search of good grazing |&®& GPoiner andS Jack
WLy {iNRRdzOG A 2 y Yn GP&@nériaidylack imKsSf Lac@tisn/Tseating a ColgSydney
University Press University of Sydney Libkaww.sup.usyd.edu.a@007): 8.
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ANBYFAYSRRA y2 i KBSK KI2/NR IA Y £  INbngideSalangd NJ G KS A
suitable for aspiring yeoman farmers was locked up by these early opportunists and their

wealthy successors. The enactment of the land legislation known d&dbertson Land Acis

1861 was an attempt to redress this inequity and provide for closer settlement but the

legislation was flawed, not surprisingly, given the need to deal with the conflicting interests of
squatters, farmers, capitalists and the governméithe introductionotVd St SOl A2y 06 ST
adzNBSeQ AYyGSYyRSR (G2 FIOAEAGEGS Of PTheSMdagyS G Gt S
of the Acts across the Central West was mixed but it was effective in some parts of the district.

For example, although substantial areadasfd around Bathurst had already been alienated,

the legislation enabled many selectors to settle in the fertile areas near Ofdnghe drier

regions, though, pastoralists seized the most arable lands along the rivers and waterways all

but ensuring thdailure of closer settlement in those areas.

llustration 11: 0 On t he | and at | ast o

The inadequacies of tHiRobertson Land Actid not dampen widehheld aspirations for the

establishment of a yeomanry and this was no different in the district duiing tonsidered in

*T CoghlaThe Wealth and Progress of New South Wales {89@ney Charles Potter Government
Printer1893 264 See Appendix 1 for biographies of tBex and Suttor families
®The Acts werd\lienation of Crowh.ands Aci861and Occupation of Crown Lands A&61
Wiljdz- GGSNEBE +yR aStSOG2NE FfA1S RSLX28SR WRdzyYyeéaa
land legislation it was tobtaint K2 f RAYy 3 dzaAy3a GKS yI YSa 2afsfeBy SQa 1
ownership after a time, hence building up a larger property of often the best land and in the process
disadvantaging smaller selectors.
"Ly GKAa NBFsS GKS f83aratliarazy FLOAEAGIGSR dadno &
some50,0n | ONBey® KS / SyidmMet 2Saiqx
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this study. In October 1893, for instance, John G Marlin was the subject of a short item which

I LILISE NBR Ay aSOSNIf 2F GKS Ozft2yeQa ySgalLd LIS
dzLJ | WA LISOAL f | NBI 5&E CNRXoSBGG Ma2yK |Gy R (VRIgE [ONIYA G
FIENNYSNI OGN YaF2NYSR |y dzy LINRRdAzOGUA GBS LIASOS 27
pnn &atdzyLla FyR &AE | ONB&a 2F / KAySasS GKAaaidt S
the yeoman settlerhe had erected one house and was constructing another. He had planted

wheat, fruit trees, vines and a vegetable garden. Marlin also set up an apiary witbidgfiy

hives and excavated a water tahk.

The purpose of the article, aside from commenting be industriousness of the farmer, was
to criticise the governmemf golicy of holding back land for mining purposes seen as curtailing

settlement and impeding the growth of the district.

The admiration for John Marlin was in stark contrast to the indigmaegixpressed at a public
YSSGAYy3I Ay az2fzzy3a G FINVSNI w2aSLK 2 NByqga 02
In a letter to the editor of thBathurst Free Pres@/ren dismissed his detractors and claimed

he was describing the difficulties facedfaymers with low prices for their produce, the

prohibitive cost of getting it to the Sydney market and the unfair competition from overseas
producers™ But his criticism was seen as a slur on the whole community undermining trust

and confidence, hence pnapting the public condemnation.

Regardless of the outrage of some Molong residents, the fortunes of settlers throughout the
colony fluctuated during this time because of the vagaries of the weather, fiscal and land
issues, low prices, the unfairness ofwaiy freight charges and the usury of banks. Indeed
journalist WilliamMelville suggested that banks lacked confidence in the farmers who were
d NJ LIA R f'8TheWVestefn Agvatédtdeclared that many farmers would face ruin unless
they embraced modernramore scientific methods on their selections and Bewra Free
Presaurged local farmers to cultivate more land, including for fruit and vegetablés.

correspondent to theBathurst Free Presamented that tenant farmers in the district would be

®Section 18 of th€rown Lands Aty y ¢ LINE A RSR T2NJ f I yR da86AGKAY G(KS
boundaries or population areas of anyies, towns, towns, orvilage® 6S aSdi FFaARS | a al
See Appendi 1 for biographyf John G Marlin.
® Molong Expres4 November 1893.
Y2 NBYyQa 02YYSyia 6SNB AyOftdzRSR Ay | ySggaLl LISNI | NI
appeared in théAustralian StarThe meeting was chaired by the mayor and attendeddth leading
townsmen and farmers.
" Bathurst Free Press February 189Molong Expres&8 January 189National Advocatd 8 March
1891. See Appendix 1 for biographies of Joseph Wren and William Bede Melville.
> Molong Expres&8 February 189Nationd Advocatel8 March 1891.
B Western Advocat& April 1891Cowra Free Pre@6 November 1892.
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unlikely to modernise given the conditions of their tenancy. Some farmers would not put up

decent improvements because of rerdcking by landlords. Others did not form-aperatives

which would be beneficial because it would only benefit the landlords andwiesyed new

labour-saving machinery as the enemy for the same reasdii$ieNational Advocatevas

A@YLIH OKSGAO y2GAy3 (GKS dzySljdzr t O2YLISGAGAZ2Y 7T
G2NI R GKNRdAZAK GKS AYyAldzA (2dza Liaso dor@é&ne@aboud 2 3S N
the unfair rental system but did not blame local landlords who, it said, were simply exercising

their rights under current law¥. These landlords described by tNational Advocaté | &

probably as lenient as any to be found inthec@ldh> Ay Of dzZRSR . I 4 KdzNE G 0 ;
Edmund Webb and pastoralists John McPhillamy and John Gilth@&truggling farmers
a2YSGAYSa F2dzyR fAGGHES aeyYLI GKé FNRBY GKSANJI
Plains, for instance, was forced into barkkiii 08 6 KSy DAf Y2NB RAAUGNI Ay
could not survive when his 2efxre crop of wheat was destroyed by hailstones. Even though

his Bathurst debtors, John Meagher, George Fish and Benjamin Edye, were not pressing him

for payment, the landlordway 2 (i t SF A'By (G ¢ O

Tenant farmers could be found throughout the district, but some large landowners had no

interest in leasing their estates. Richard Rouse, who managed the 10,000 acre Guntawang

station, had never rented his land nor intended to. His vigvgome farmers in his district was

scathing. In evidence given to the parliamentary committee enquiry into the Mudgee to

Ddzft 32y3 NI Afgles w2dzaS RSOf I NBR dKFd aA¥FT (GKS
O2YLX I AyAy3 GKI G KS tuKihtRtheligNdkastReoplaiofthisyd@trict f@d 1 A f =
GKSANI 26y | R@I y il 3 S%EHiscduSn, RichafdReusdiJar weotmaraged NE A y
the nearby 20,000 acre estate was less disparagiagvas not averse to renting, he said, but

the farmers would beinable to pay the amount he currently received from grazing and it

would be a good deal of trouble collecting refts.

Evidence given to railway extension inquiries provides useful information on the state of
farming. Committees examined witnesses to asdeture prospects and impediments to

prosperity but because communities competed for the railway they were wont to exaggerate

“Bathurst Free Presgt October 1893.
!> National Advocatd 4 July 1891.
'® See Appendix 1 for biographies of Edmund Webb, John McPhillamy, John Gilmour antidaraes
Stewart.
" National Advocat®7 September 1894. See Appendix 1 for biographies of John Meagher, William
Tremain, George Fish and Benjamin Edye.
18 Report of Public Works Committee on the proposed railway from Mudgee to Gulgon(RE39&y
report Mudyee to Gulgonp45, 55, 56.
¥ Railway Report Mudgee to Gulgorss. See Appendix 1 for biographies of Richard Rouse and Richard
Rouse jnr.
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and doublecount making it difficult for claims on density of settlement, land under acreage

etc., to be substantiated. The inedce of dummying was an important issue and during the
adzR3ISS (2 DdzZ 32y3 KSINAy3Ias O2YYAGGSS YSYOSN
G2 SaidloftAdaK gKSUKSNI GKS fAYyS 41 BBuLddndingNA £ &
the line to Gulgag was viewed by many of those giving evidence as a lifeline. The district had
stagnated since mining slowed in the area and the construction of the railway line was

expected to provide better access to markets and boost the fortunes of the district. Most

settlers grazed stock and cultivated only a small portion of their land, something the

t I &ad2 Nt xallell againswrSit@daBpaign for the extension of leases in the Central
Division?! One settler, James Atkinson, who had been in the districtiotytyears, described
KAYaStT a | aavylrftt ANIFTASNES® IS INBgs SAITKGE
of 960 acres and stated that he was one of many who dicftHise reason, and this was

replicated throughout the Central West, was thmblem of transporting his produce. There

was differing evidence on the condition of farmers. To ensure committees had a favourable

opinion on the prosperity of the area, some witnesses such as storekeeper Christopher Young
were upbeat®Young declared@f 32y 3 FI NY¥SNBE G2 06S aAy | 3INI
KIFyRE wAOKINR w2dzaS WyNI RSAONAGSR 201t aoKS

There was a sense of resignation at these hearings that the line was unlikely to be approved
contrasting wih the railway from Molong to Parkes and Forbes railway inquiry. This line was
scheduled for construction but it was the preferred route that was the business of hearings in
1890. The land through which the railway was to traverse was in the denselydsstimty of
Ashburnham. There were many small settlers in the area but also some larger land holders
such as John Smith MEXAs with settlers close to Gulgong, most farmers also grazed stock,
particularly sheep. Statistics provided to the committee by Memildra and Garra Railway

League had only 11% out of a total acreage of 71,848 under crop. This data can be misleading
given that there were larger holdings in the district but some material is useful. Joseph Wren,
one of seven collectors, collated imfoation from 27 land owners around Gregra. Here, the

average holding was 250 acres and it had the highest amount of land under cultivation and this

®The line had very little chance of being built. It was seen by many as a step towards Wellington or
Dubbo. The esting line from Bathurst to Mudgee was the worst paying in the colony and considered a
WgKAGS St AustiéliaryDicibdary{ofBgraphigr biography of Edward William O'Sullivan MLA
Queanbeyan.
1l dza GNF £ &AL Y tIUSAMNABER.f AAGaQ wSOASSH
22 Railway report Mudgee to Gulgong 188 See Appendix 1 for biography of James Atkinson.
®See Appendix 1 for biography of Christopher Young.
?* Railway report Mudgee to Gulgong 18915, 34.
?® SeeAustralian Dictionary of Biograpligr biography of Johnrsith.
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was only 17%° Pioneer farmer, John Rubie, was the exception to the rule, growing 250 acres
of wheat on his840-acre block. He deposed that he had had to go into debt to make
improvements but he was making a living and hoped to make rfidRebie had previously

been a shopkeeper in Garra before moving into farming. While he severed his commercial
connections,tiwas not unusual for others to have businesses and farms. William Williams
grew wheat as well as running the Junction Hotel at Meranburn and Bumberry farmer Henry

Packham was also an innkeeper and postmagter.

Many farmers had to supplement their farmcmme. Gulgong police sergeant George Steele

reported that many settlers supporting families on forty acres were also labourers, shearers or
worked on the road$’ James Corbett a teacher at Brolgan Public School, suggested numerous
TILYAftASE KERSHRASGRYE €B¥XS (2 GKNBS | ONBa i
breadwinners survived by doing labouring work in the édipat their applications for teacre

blocks would be successflllErancis Nichols and his son held 1,200 acres on Coobong Creek

near Parke upon which they grew 100 acres of wheat and hay and grazed 600 sheep. They
ddzLILX SYSYGSR GKSANI AyO2YSdzad WHEEILIR Y EE NI KISB 8K
According to Alexander Hifea labourer who gave evidence to the proposed extensiohef t

railway from Temora to Cootamundra, few farmers around Lake Cudgellico made a living on

the land alone but had to go out contracting and carrying.

The role of women in these activities is almost impossible to determine. Marilyn Lake suggests
theyeomang SYLKI 8A&4SR aFl YRAUF TRNRRgz08 42 g dAIFR2&S(C
aGesS2Yly Y2RS¢ % siil shlégcti® dftén reNdd bnftheiavévBsdnd family,

particularly sons, whether to survive or flourish. Without doubt, Sara Williams supported

William as he managed his selection and his hdt€lertainly Aboline Rheinberger was active

G GKS wWKSAYOSNESNRA FFENY yR 2NOKFENR® t SGSN

to sell potatoes and fruit and occasionally to take milk to ¢beperative She also made jams

2 Report of Public Works Committee on the proposed railway fotong to Parkes and Forb&890,
24 Railway report Molong to Parkegjhe population of this area was 1,211 and included the villages of
Garra (population 317) Meranburn (195) Greem¥ar (110) Gregra (147) and Manildra (55). There were
schools in each of the villages.
" Railway report Molong to Parkes (Minutes of Evider@®)See Appendix 1 for biograploe§ John
Rubie.
2: Ibid, 43 See Appendix 1 for biographies of William and Savdhams and James Curran.

Ibid p 36.
%0 Railwayreport Temora to Wyalong (Second Report) (Minutes of Evidea¢c@p, 23, 83.
3 Railway report Molong to Parkes (Minutes of Eviders®),111, 112.
¥ 35ee Appendix 1 for biography of Alexander Huie.
BMU 1S WISELIVSSGs aftl @S5 K2 dza-BsoAnfPSvimshialy YCOWECohvle NHZNJ
and E McEwaRamilies in Colonial Australi@North Sydney: George Allen and Unwin 1985): 176.
¥ W BanhanEugowra Its History and DevelopméBugowra: The Eugow History Group 1994) 84.
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and often noted that she spent the day washing, sewing or mending. Other women who
worked on family farms can sometimes be identified through family or local histories and the
occasional obituary, but as Glenda Strachan andyi Henderson note, recovering individual

lives and the work they did is problematfc.

Fruit growing as carried out by the Rheinbergers and their neighbours was a more intensive
andchallenging activity than grain cultivation. According to Tleevn and Cantry Journathe
AYRdAzAGNE 41 & | ayvYz2ad LINBPYAAAY3I 2ySe LROGSYOAl
of peoplé *@However in late 1893he Molong Expressonsidered that this time was a long

way off in most areas of the Central West with mary)JaSNE FF OAy 3 d i KS LINBC
prejudicial elements such as climatic drawbacks, insect pests and other noxious

visitations...and of obtaining remunerative markets only after years of labour, uncertainty and
02y &Sl dzSy (¥ Graimes iy giapes waseccessfully grown in Ashburnham county

and vines flourished around Mudgee in Wellington county. Edwin Ezzy of Newgrove Millthorpe

was one successful orchardist, though not to the same degree as Tom Tozer sold his

fruit to Forbes, Parkes and outlgriowns travelling up to 250 miles to dispose of his

produce® Not all were as skilled as Ezzy, Tozer and the Rheinbergers. The government
AYyaLlLISOi2NI 2F 2NDKIFNRAI ¢K2YlFLa D ¢NBaRSNE NBL
good properties, somecén AyAy 3 FNRY FAFGEe G2 SA3IKIGe 2Ny
aAff 0K2N1LISZ KS KIR yS@OSNI aSSy adzOK | aYAaSNI

Bathurst™®

Many Chinese market gardeners including Ah Now at Bathurst and Ah Foo at Forbes lived at

the outskits of towns* They supplied vegetables to local storekeepers and households and

were an integral part of the economy. Tliewn and Country Journabted, for example, that

LIS2LX S Ay [/ 2yR202ftAYyY 6SNB RSLISYRSEJhiswad slsod (i KS
GKS OFrasS Ay [/ 2¢Nr odzi GKS /24Nl ySgall LISNI NB
@S3asSGlrofSa Aa STl gK2tte G2 /*KAYylFLYSyé K2 a

BLONF OKEFY FYR | SYRSNE2Y W! a4ddzYSR odzi NI NBfé R2Odn
* Town and Country JourniB February 1892.
%" Molong Expres$4 October 1893.
* Town and Country Journi4 March 1891. See Appendix 1 for biograplieEdwin Ezzy ariiom
Tozer.
¥ Bathurst Free PresOctober 1892.
“°Ah Now (1864 1919) married Ellen Heffernan in 1884 and they had 7 children. B Hickson, H Nichols
and T Rheinbergetr00 Lives of Bathurst: a memory in marfBathurst: City of Bathurst 2005): 1@&h
2 2 ™ FoybgssTimemeportedin the Western Herald 7 April 1889
“Town and Country Journa0 July 1892.
*2 Cowra Free Pre@6 November 1892.
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TheMolong Expresarged fruit growers and others to form aiperatives. Clangce Karr

argues that one reason farmers formed cooperative organisations was to get access to
GSELISY&aADS &2LKA&AGA0OFGSR YIFI OKAYSNEES (KNEPdIzZIK
GYStya 2F AYyONBlFaiay3a STTAOASyDaaditgnfhe RSONS | & A
ddz33Sada OKI-BALBNKSERBSE 20O8KB O2FT0Sy SaidloftAaks
LIS2LX S K2 KIFER 06S02YS | &2 OA¥This wag thaicasié Witk 2 dz3 K
farmers in the closénit community of Spring Hill where membé@sF G KS { LINAyYy 3 | A
''yYA2Y FT2NXYSR (GKS DNBIG 2SaGSNYy aiffSNRa / 2YL
company was one of the most successful flour milling businesses in the area with a substantial

mill erected at Millthorpe. However, effortsy Mudgee farmers and investors to establish a
co-operative ended in disaster. A £10,000 flour mill commenced operations in June 1892 but in

October 1893 the mill was being offered for sale by the mortgadees.

GREAT WESTERN MILLING CO., LTD.

Great Western Mills and

Illustration 12: Great Western Milling Co Ltd Manildra

BYI NN YagK2faEEe gaod wSlfAaleQs
* Ibid, 204.
*>Town and Country Journa8 October 1893.
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MUDGEE FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE FLOUR MILL.
ILLUSTRATION 13

Cooperative dairy factories were common. Peter Rheinberger had an interest in a Mudgee co
operative which farmers from Rylstone, Wilbertree and Cowra inspected before setting up
theirown®t NB L2y Sy G a 27F K tTI0Q 2N OSSR HR@/ABYISNE (K|
0SYSTALU GKSY Y2 NBYMLKJokh Hayyies urged HsSoNbobXf farnded ¢ ®
constituents to support their local factory. He stressed the advantages of having a cash flow
KNP dAK2 dzii (0 K Sy RSEIWSNWR SHYySiO 22T yiaK St Af 2 OF £ aK2 L) S
GKNRdzAK GKS y248 T2NJ ONBRAGé® | OO02NRAYy3 (2 |

enough funds to buy good equipment such as buggies and give work to local indtistries.

By 1891 farmersandpd G 2 NI f Aada It A1S 6SNB adAftf FNHzaGN
Crown Lands Act of 1884884 Land Agthad been enacted after what Charles King describes

la aioSyide &@SIFENB 2F Oflaa KI (NS RobersddLany & SNy S
Acts.* The1884 Land Adtlivided the colony into three districts (Eastern, Central and

2 SA0SNY VT LINIGAGAZ2YSR aljdzZ 6GSNARQ Ndzya Ayidz2 |

fixed term for leases, restricted the sizes of selection blocks and establsta land

46 JeansAn Histaical Geography268. Peter Rheinbergehnad an interest in the Mudgee Dairy-co
operative. In January 1893, he noted the receip£518s for the previous month (6s notes for 10
shares).
" Bathurst Free Pre&sOctober 189hnd 11 January 1892.
48Gulgong Wionistquoted inThe Horsham Timds June 1893. See Appendix 1 for biographjohn
Haynes. Between 18%nd 1893 other cooperative factories were proposed at Cudgegong, Mount
Macquarie and Oberon, the latter opening in December 1&82hurst Free Pred3 December 1892
49 KingAn Outline of Closer Settleme8®6.
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boards® In the Eastern Division leasehold areas could be held by the pastoralist for a period of
five years before they were thrown open for selection. In the Central Division, the term was

ten years and in the Western District, fifteen yearse Central West fell within two divisiogs
Eastern and Centrabut when the land in the Eastern Division became available in 1889,

there was limited impact as much of the land had already been alienated.

The only significant amendments to th884Land Acprior to 1891 were enacted in 1889

with the introduction of the Land Appeals Court and measures to deal with vexatious issues
such as land rent and forfeiture of selections. The Appeals Court was generally welcomed as
the politicisation of appealto local land board decisions by the Minister for Lands had been a
source of considerable dissatisfaction. Shortcomings in the legislation remained with the
Bathurst Free Pres®mplaining in 1890 thadbonafide selectors are harassed beyond
SYRd:INFPPy OS¢ o

The complexities and contradictions of the law coupled with ignorance and duplicitous land
transactions kept land boards, when they met, fully occupied. Over an-éayhperiod in April

1893, the Mudgee Land Board comprising Charles E Finch and Herbsertlealt with 600

matters including confirmation of applications and conditional purchasers, forfeitures,

F LILINF Aalfas NBydazr ol ftdzS 2F AYLINR F9efbgrd & | YR
of these boards were appointed by the Department ofdsarCharles E Finch took charge of

the Bathurst, Mudgee, Molong, Carcoar and Cowra areasNgthaniel Connelly also

appointed to the latter twa>* There were some concerns with the boards which even the
introduction of the appeals court did not allay. Tkelong Expresdescribed them as a farce
GKAOK &adzo2SOG0SR LI AOFyda 2NJFLIWIStEElryaa G2
GKATS LINPOARAY3I al f dzONI GABS SEA&GSYOS F2NJ |
R NE y*S3Havéever, William Kk, a member of the Bathurst Land Board, protested that

LINPOof Sya 6SNB afl NBSt& RdzS G2 GKS %Iyl 2F O2

\When a pastoral lease expired the land became a resumed area and special conditions applied
including the issue of licences to the lessee, Leasehold land exempt from conditiopas@wr
conditional lease (preexpiry)
°L Of the 7,000,000 acres which became available, only 231,000 (Cowra 20,000 and Molong 211,000)
were in the Central WesBathurst Free Pred® July 1890.
*?bid, 1 October 1890.
>3 Sydney Mail April 1893See Appendix 1 fdiographiesof Charles E Finch and Herbert Lowe.
> See Appendix 1 for biographies of Nathaniel Connelly and Thomas Pearce.
** Molong Expres4 October 1893.
®YSt1 YIFERS GKS 02YYSyida | GydieKiai8 duy ha93SeeANPeRiNE Q O2 v T
for a biography of William Kelk.
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In 1891 the Forbes Land Board, comprising John Edwards (Chair), Walter Stone and Alexander
Rae attracted attention ovea land transaction involving the Burrawang Station. The property,
located approximately 25 miles from Forbes was owned (or rather mortgaged to Goldsborough
Mort and Co) by Thomas EddiSurrawang was arguably the largest pastoral station in the
district, comprising 300,000 acres including 100,000 acres of freéhBidols lodged an

application for a land transfer of 26,000 acres which according to the recommendation of the
government surveyor would be more advantageous to settlers as the land to béerats
Go2dz R 6S | 02 FhelladboaFdrefuded Mé thafsterds being against the
public interest and agreed to the transfer of 960 acres only. The applicant successfully
appealed with the Land Appeals Court sending the application batletilahd board which

again refused the transfer. Following the intervention of the Minister the land board

considered the matter for a third time and on this occasion approved the transfer of 11,000
acres. Many local residents were appalled by the decisiith,the Forbes Progress

Committee protesting both the process and the outcoffie.

lllustration 14: Thomas Edols Thomas Brown

Forbes farmer Thomas Brown was one of the most vocal critics of the transaction. As a
represenative of theForbes Farmers and Free Selectors Urtiemattended a conference at

21 33F Ay MydH F2tt26Ay 3 6 KA Oovéd the firsNdgsBIMBENQ  dzy A

" See Appendix 1 for biographiesdafhn Richard Edwards, Walter Stone and Alexander Rae.
*® Town and Country Journ26 November 1892, dz& (i NJ f | & A | Révietvll4 datlarif18024 & (i & Q
*)Edols had one of the finest irrigah systems in the colony.
60 Sydney Morning Heraltl August 1891Forbes and Parkes Gazef@ctober 1891Sydney MaiP8
November 1891Town and Country Journ@lMay 1893.
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at the conference which, he said, had been endorsed by a public meeting at Fbirees

RSOf I NBR GKIG ay2 RAAGNAOG adzZFFSNBR Y2NB (Kl
motion reflected concerns over renewal of leases in the Central Division. He argued that

squatters had abused thiRobertson Land Acby failing to improveheir runs and provide
2LIR NI dzyAGASa F2NI £ o2dN®» Ly GKS [FOKELyYy @ f
of frontage to the river, while the back lands, not good enough for the squatter, were held to

0S 3A22R Sy2dzZAK T g adkférdaé toB6rfadOyitransacton. Of S| NI

¢KS 233 O2yFSNBYOS RAAYAAASR LI aG2NrXfAaidan
needed to halt the rabbit invasioff. The farmers believed the only way to deal with the
NF¥ooAlGa oFa 208041 YRS ILIPRLRSSYNVY I dzLJ GKS f
unemployment problen?® TheTown and Country Journadaised the initiative of the farmers

in coming together to collectively consider the pressing issues they faced and applauded the
conciliatoly approach taken at the conference. While there was unanimous support against

0KS NBySglf 2F tSIFrasSa Ay (GKS /SydidNrf 5AQGAaAz2
2LIJ2aSR ¢t dzidAy3d GKS YINYJSG yR I R2asliSR | O
voting to restrict the special area provisions of t#89 Land Acind seeking changes to the

proposed boundary of the rabbit proof fence than rejecting it out of h&nd.

® The conferencewas y 4 G A 3+ G SR o6& G(KS adzyRl ¢ RBnSldchtedlinghie | S NP
Riverina district)See Appendix 1 for biograplof Thomas Brown.

82 Control of the rabbit pest in New South Wales was a major concdhisatime.

By March 1893 the government had spent over £50,000 on the construction of 632 milasief b

fencing and committed a further £22,000 on approximately 400 miles on fences under construction.

Sydney Morning Heralel March 1893Fences were being constructed Wellington, Stuart Town,

Orange, Blayney and Cowiaaily Telegrapi1l March 1893Farmers and selectors in some parts of the
RAAGNARAOG 202SO0SR (2 GKSAN I NBI Rabbithst8d due ®@e I NER |
additional fencing requirements, for examplmndobolinSydney Maib September 1891GrenfellDaily

Telegaph 21 June 1892nd Forbedaily Telegrapl2 October 1893.

% Town and Country JournalJuly 1892

*Ibid.
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GROUP (i) OF THE DELEGATES T THE
: % 0. H. Rode

FARMERS' CONFERENCE AT WAGGA WAGGA
5 T

il gy Uenede. i. T, Koll LiwyEin Z 1L flucmgr

lllustration 15: Del egates to the Wagga Wagga Far me

(Parkes repr esentative Edward Skinner % is 5th from the right in the last row.
Converselythe¢ | 3 12 NI f O2X¥SYyWSRA 24 (G(KS Ga3INBSR yR &
O2yFSNBYOS I'yR RSAONAROSR FINXYSNRAQ dzyAzya | &
whicht KNBg Ay GKSANI FffS3aAFyO0OS gA0GK (GKS akKSIF NB
LI 02N tAadaég GKS LINBOA2dza &8SENX tlad2NrfAad
Condobolin and James Govan owner of Weelong Station near Forbes were cortbatned
they would lose their land and improvements and that the fragmentation of their runs would
render them unviable. They believed opening up so much land would be calamitous arguing
that it would not only encourage dummying, it would leave vast areagcupied and

exacerbate the rabbit menacé.

Lobbying was intense by both settlers and squatters, eventually forcing the government to

revisit the legislation withtheé I 3 G 2 NI A NBaAQA ywdS dK$d KI gAy3I G332
would help ameliorate the akhes of interest’ In December 1892 in the concluding stages of

a censure motion, the Minister for Lands Henry Copeland, unexpectedly announced the
D2@SNYYSyiQa AyidiSyitAzy G2 AYyGNRBRdzOS | ySg €I

®® See Appendix 1 for a biographyEdward Skinner.
1 dza G NI £ I &AF Yy tductell BGGulbuin dHéralds July 8893 Sek Appendix 1 for
biographies of David Scott and James Govan.
® Australasiart | & G 2 NI f A&Nag BO2wS GA S 6
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pastoraliststohavée G @SaGSR AYGSNBAGDdPPAY AYLINRGAY A (K
provided with additional rights but in such a way as to discourage specul&tareen the

details of the bill became known in February 1893, neither side was happy. In Parliament John
Chanter (MLA for The Murray) declared the appropriate title for the legislation should be "A

bill to still lock up the land from the people of New South Wales" while Thomas Williams (MLA

for the Upper Hunter) suggested it be called "Dummyism made E3By'the end of 1893 the

Crown Lands Bitlad not been passed, although one initiative, Village Settlements, had been

excised and enacted as thabour Settlements At June 1893°

hyS AaadzS 020K aARSA | ANBSR 2yiswdsanongki®y SOA f
concern for the government as demonstrated in the taking of evidence during railway

hearings. Many witnesses deposed that their districts comprisetfide settlers.

Barmedman miner Robert Cassin told one committee that he knew ofomeyand jobber

YR KS RARYQO (y2¢ tye aYry Ay (KSOnkaaidNRO
20KSNJ KFyRY FOO2NRAYy3 (2 . NRgys> Al sla yz2a 0
320SNYYSyYyi(iQa avz2yaiNRdzaé &l tS ais&Noral 0K G 6SN
Victorians were speculators. According to Stephen Roberts, by 1880 most land suitable for
agriculture in Victoria had been alienated and Victorians with capital had pushed into NSW
competing with locals for land, particularly in the Riverimat, also in the western areas of the

Central West? Settlers such as brothers Walter, Arthur and George Berry came from Victoria

to settle in the Trundle district in 1889. Each selected the maximum allowable area of 2,560

acres which had been part of tlBarmedman Station and within two years, they had sufficient

sheep to need seven shearers and two roustabouts at shearing time. John McKeown and his

wife Matilda travelled from the NSW and Victorian border in 1886 to settle on the land but
theyalsoestabi KSR (GKS FANRG ofl OlaYAlKQa &aK2L) I yR
G26§¢

% National Advocat@4 December 1895 eeAustralian Dictionary of Biograpligr biography oHenry
Copeland.
% Town and Country Journkl February 1893.
°The Labour Settlements Agrovided for thegrant of land, for a maximum term of 28 yeatsa
Go2FNR 2F O2y(iNRfé¢ 2F 06SiG6SSy y FyYyR mc LIS2LX S G2
loansfor would-be residentswas seen as a measure to easemployment.
71 Railway report Temora to Wyalong7.
2 Australian Staf.8 dine 1892
3 RobertsHistory of Australian Land Settlemettt2.
*J Watts and C F Wrighihe Story of Trundle: a country town and its peg¢ptendle: | Berry and J Curr
1987) 51, 57Western Champiofi4 July 1911C NB S Y | y Q330ctob2rdiBeY. ISée Appendix 1 for
biographies of therry brothers and John and Matilda McKeown.
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The movement of people between Victoria and the Central West was at its most intense
during the gold rushes of the 1850s and 1860s. The discovery of the first payhbie tie
Australian colonies at Ophir near Orange in 1851 triggered a massive influx of people and
momentous change to the political, economic and social milieu of the Central W@ser the

next two decades or so many small settlements sprang up neaditfgings or their

population expanded massively and as the gold was worked out they just as quickly deflated.
Other townships further west such as Forbes, Parkes and Grenfell which were established
during this period, became permanent townships and whidme of the towns initially

suffered from the exodus of many of their residents to the goldfields, Orange and other

townships flourished.

lllustration 16: William Tom jr with the heart -shaped nugget found in April 1851 and the
cradle that he built to th e specifications supplied by Hargraves. The photograph was
taken about 1895 outside his house 0Sunrised6 at I

LY ™My dH | &aLISOA I SydneyaVeriving dHerait22 yiSNNEER TUXKND (RS G N ¢
YR a4dz33SaGSR ddKS | dgiheha®d dfrothsncefiiskérédomt$ess 2 F Y
FAYSR AYLERNIFYyG G2 GKS RAA&UGNR
I.

I 325 dz0 JI2f R NB

v
TASERA KIR 088y 62N] SR 2dziz NBST YAyAySd

Q\
ax

"¢KS RA3AO20SNE 2F (GKS FANBRG aLI&FotS 2t Ré G h LIk
disputed this and declared that local men, William and James Tom and John Lister, were never properly
acknowledged and recompensed for their role. Even in 1891 there was some lingering resentment but a
recommendation by a Parliamentary Select Committee thatttizebe recognised and rewarded was
rejected by the government.egislative Assembly of NSW Report from the Select @@@amn Claims
of William Tom,James Tom, and J.H.A. Lister as the First Discoverers of Gold in A(Sstduley:
George Stephen Chapmacting Government Printet891).
"® Sydney Morning Heralt#4 July 1893.
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LISNX I y Sy (" Acobrididgiaiagiian, the Bathurst and Mudgee districts and areas fed

by the Upper Lachlan were among the principal alluvial gold mining districts in the colony

while the some of the most productive quanieins were found near Bathurst, Hill End and

Mudgee. The newspalS NJ LJdzof A A KSR AdGa O2YYA&aadA2YySNRa NB
August 1892. His overall assessment of mining in the area was positive but he condemned the
mining laws and their administration which he said, encouraged speculation. The

entrepreneurial enterprises pursued by individuals and syndicates and the cooperative

ventures between workers as shareholders and mine directors were praised, commending
CNIYS Ct SGOKSNRa [F322y tI RR201 [AYAGAYy3 [ 2Y
Mine at lucknow both with significant paid up capital from foreign invest8r$he
O2YYAa4aA2yYSNI ONRGAOA&ASR i KS-infoiméllandv@ss®2y TARSY
impressed about the opportunities presented by properly conducted and resourced mining in

thea dzRISS | NBFZ KS a4dz33SadSR FFNYSNA O2dzZ R 0S5
LINPALISOGAY3I O2YLIyeé 2N LHzidAy3dI GKSRWhileét A GG
some farmers may have been members of syndicates it was common for localdsumsereto

form companies and be shareholders and directors. Storekeeper, William Henry Bond credited
a 0SAYy3 GKS a2t RSald YAYSNIAY | FNANI@Sa¢s ai
syndicate. George Bryant, a butcher, invested in mining operatibhsll End and newspaper

owner George Davidson at Mudgee. John Medlyn and Parkes mayor John Rose were heavy

investors in the Parkes distriéf.

" CoghlarWealth and Progress893 81.
"8 Frame Fletcher formed a syndicate in London which was funding three mining undertakings. The
English speculators were told there was a f&irlcy OS G2 2 LISy dzLlJ I NAOK f SIR
successful stood to make £100,00@wn and Country Journdd October 1891See Appendix 1 for
biographyof Frame Fletcher.
7 Sydney Morning HeralR July 1892, 27 July 1892.
80 Miller George Crossg and solicitor George Davidson both of Mudgee were also investors at Hill End.
See Appendix 1 for biographies of William Henry Bond, George Bryant, George Crossing, George
Davidson, John Medlyn and John Rose.
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lllustration 17: Mining Family  Airly near Lithgow in the 1890s

The government was keen to encourage miramgl provide aid to miners via a prospecting

2GS t NPALISOG2NAR adzOK | a ¢K2YY NMewspaperKl dzyy Saa
reports noted where mining ventures were in receipt of funds and politicians lobbied on behalf

of frustrated miners and were gek to claim credit for the number of applications approved in

their electorates. But the major frustrations for miners were the unwieldy mining laws and
restrictions on mining on private land. Despite the rhetoric, successive governments could or
would na enact the necessary legislative reform. Disputes were common. Timing of

F LILX AOFGA2ya FYR (KS A&dadzS 2F YAYSNRQ NARIKGA
among the ploys used by prospectors. Counter accusations of dummying and claim jumping

arose during a dispute over a claim in Forbes. Miners Frederick Foster and Peter McDougall
out-manoeuvred the local chemist Eugene Vanzetti by lodging a claim in dubious
OANDdzyaillyOSa 20SNJ £ yT1 SGGAQa . NRGEYyWeAl wSST
KFR Llzi aKAa KSFENI FyR az2dzZ FyR ff Y& YzySe
RSTSYyRIytaQ OfFrAY gl a S@SyiddzZ tfe dzKStR® C2a

Vanzetti described Foster as a blackmailer who was not a genuine minehatritwas

# The government established a prospectimjesin 1887 to encouraging gold prospecting.
{dzo&aSljdzSyifteée (KS aOKSYS gl a SEGSYRSR (G2 AyOf dzRS |
was £20,000; for the year 1892, the amount was increased to £40,000. Miners desiring a grant from the
vote have to satisfy the prospecting board that the locality proposed to be prospected is one likely to
yield the mineral sought for, and that the mode of operations is suitable for its discovery. Aid is given in
deserving cases up to 50 per cent of the valuevofk done and of the necessary implements and
materials. Miners who have been assisted from the vote are not entitled to claim any reward that may
0S 2FFSNBR T2N 0KS RA&O2 S NE Weakh ayd Pigre3iBI3 R4, NI YA y S
81.

66



GLINROlFoOofeé& 2¢gAy3 (2 KAA o0SAy3a | dzyA2yArad | yR
secured the good offices of our local member of Parliament [George Hutchinson] in his support
2F KAa X A0 GA2y dé

lllustration 18: Eugenio Vanzetti

Miners were united on the issue of mining on private land, particularly in the eastern portion

of the district. Permission to prospect on freehold land was entirely at the discretion of the

land owners who could refuse access, impose a rental charge dtyroyallow access

without cost on the proviso that the land be made good after mining was abandoned. Henry

White was one of the latteiThe Bathurst Free Presss dZRSR 2 KAGSZ Rdz0 6 SR (i F
| At Ké | yR &adza3Said SR (K toiollod hiskesampld. Whitdvzas vy S NE&
generous in allowing access to his land. Louisa Walsh records many examples of miners, mostly
local, prospecting on the property. In one case two of these (Messrs Lipscombe and Baker)
atre@SR AY WIYSa molifgatk dartealti 6t S 06SF2NB

Mining on private land was a sensitive political issue with the usual class divisions. While many

of the conservative voices accepted the need for legislation, the question of compensation,

8 ps discussed later Vanzetti and Hutchison were political opponents and Hutchinson certainly lobbied
on behalf of Foster and McDougdllS 3 A af F GAGS | daSyofée 2F bS¢ {2dziK
[ SFaSa ySIN . NRGIFYYant Proc&ige 189Bdlund IC 226487 SSeeAppeddix $ a
for biographyof Eugene Vanzetti.
% Louisa Walsh Digimmultiple entries May to December 1898Vhite had differences with some
prospectors, securing a conviction against John Abbott for trespass in March 18@8uit of a fine,
Abbott served twelve hours imprisonment in the Mudgee gaebtwithstanding thishe appealed his
conviction to the Supreme Court asserting he hdmbaa fide right to prospect on the land, a claim not
tested as he had already servathe. Bathurst Free Pre23 November 189350me months later White
unsuccessfully prosecutdgiobert and Ernest Abbott for trespaSee Appendix 1 for biograploy Henry
Charles White
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preferably royalties or tribute, was aisking point and not surprisingly bills which made no

such provision sent to the Legislative Council were rejected. The principle was a plank in the

[ 9] Q& LI FGF2NXVZI YR AY mMydo 6KSYy GKS {1 GSaid
goupssuk Fa GKS W/ I NO2FNJaAyAy3a 2y t Cdicaar S t N2 L
hotelier John M Callen and newspaper proprietor Hector Lamond attended the meeting where

the league was formed and were instrumental in drafting a petition, one of many presémte

the parliament urging the need for reforff.

The major issue for reformers was equity, but the future prosperity of the colony and a

potential solution for the unemployment problem were also put forward. In this context, the
government instituted a dierent way of dealing with the unemployed. In July 1893, it

Saidloft AaKSR | ®wWoversesd thelrppeNantation o d sbhiBnge to despatch the
unemployed to the goldfields. The scheme was lauded as an opportunity for the unemployed

to work rathe thanrelyonhan dzi & ® hyt e G(K2aS YSy @gK2 66SNB |
meant to participate and this was most likely the case with the 1,000 men despatched from
Newcastle and Lithgow in early AugffStnfortunately, whether through ignorance and
misrepresentation of their skills or whether there was no gold to be found, many struggled. In
adzZR3ISSs T2NJ SEFYLE Sz GKSNBE ¢SNBE NBLRNIa GKI G
O2dzNIi K2dzaSé¢ IyR a2YS 2tR KIFIyRa adaredSR GKI
a (i S%FNotdvithstanding this example, it is not evident by the end of 1893 whether the

scheme was a success or failure, there being mixed reports although it appears many miners
GSNBE SFENYyAy3a Sy2daAK d&F2N §KS AeMk wiadzZsucsdsg, tthe wS 3 |
Bathurst Free Presaw it as yet another example of city versus country, complaining that
O2dzy GNE LIS2L)X S O2dA R y23 | 00Saa A4 FyR 0KI
dzy SYLX % e SR¢ o

Coal was important to the economy the Central West though unlike gold, it was
concentrated in one area, around Lithgow. In 1891, 346,000 tons were raised but the industry
was vulnerablé? It was dependent on Government railway contracts for the western districts

and the companies couldoh compete with Newcastle or the Southern coal mines in the

% National Advocatd4 October 1893Bathurst Free PreSsAugust 1893\ational Advocatd4 August
1893. See Appendix 1 for biographyJohn Callen.
8 Report of the Government Labour Bureau Hakirly end August 1893 he board comprised the
UnderSecretary of Mines Harris Wood, Chief Inspector of Mines William H J @peeinfendent of
Labour Bureau Joseph Creer and MLA for Tamworth William Springthorpe Dowel.
% |llawarra Mercury9 August 1893.
8 Bathurst Free Preds8 August 1893.
% |bid, 26 July 1893 and 2 August 1893.
89t |  Yeondlt YW | Y R §7.CoghldaNdalh and Progress 189304.
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metropolitan markets. According to mine owners Thomas Talbot Wilton, miner WillidamrRic

and townsman Samuel Ganndhijs was due to the high cost of railway freight rates across the
mountains ad unfair concessions provided to the southern miffds. October 1893, appeals

to the railway commissioners were unsuccessful. They argued that the viability of the mines

was due to the depression, demonstrated in partby theZaf ¥ Ay ( K Siththey Sa Q G
gSa0SNY RAAONAROGAZT |yR ay2G GKS NrXradsS 27F OF NN
YAy 8a¢ o

Access to railways was eagerly sought but their construction was widely viewed as extravagant
and unsustainable. In January 1891, prompted in pgra letter from Molong pastoralist John

Smith, theSydney Morning HeralB Ff SOGSR 2y (GKS RAfSYYlI&a 27F R
GKFG 6l a GKS O2f2yeéQa o0dzZNHS2yAy3 Lzt A0 S
acknowledged that expenditure onrailwagss &8 S&aaSydAlf TFT2N GKS a3Sy
colonycAy LI2LJzf I GA2yE Ay aSdidtSYSyidsz Ay LINBRdAOG

l.:.l

pul;
(@]

could potentially become bankrupt if railway construction continued ad hoc in response to
GGKS RSYlI yRA DR (XSl fONS Y adlilioS YA B 2@ Sy yig& @a NI
were not particularly profitable and in 1893 many lines, including the Orange to Molong,
Murrumburrah to Blayney and the Wallerawang to Mudgee roptan at a loss> Between

1891 and 1893tdeast seven lines connecting towns within the Central West and to other
parts of NSW, and other colonies were being contemplated in one form or other. One was
under construction. Some proposals were being actively considered at an official level while
communities and their local railway leagues were busy petitioning politicians, the
commissioners and the Public Works Committee, for the establishment of others. This
lobbying was as intense during this period as it had been at any previous time. Indeed,
probably more so as the tangible benefits accruing to areas which already had access to

railways, were clear to those missing lit.

The first section of the railway to connect the district New South Wales with Sydney, from

Penrith to Wentworth Falls opened duly 1867 and the last stage was completed in

% Sydney Morning HeraO November 189%) S OF 4Gt S a2 Ny Ay 3 | SRIMaR | yR &
1892,Australian Stad0 October 1893. See Appendix 1 for biograpbfeSamuel Gannon, Tomas Talbot
Wilton and William Rickard.
%t Sychey Morning Heral@®1 October 1893.
%2 |bid, 2 January 1891.
% Evening New&1 August 1893
% The lines were Temora to Cootamundra (impacting Lake Cargelligo and Barmedman), Mudgee to
Gulgong, Cowra to Forbes, Parkes to Condobolin; and the beginningusgiists on a through
connection between the Southern Western and Northern branch lines (the preferred routes being
Young via Dubbo to Werris Creek and Mudgee to Walgett) to the advantage of Grenfell and the mining
towns of Peak Hill, Alectown and Stuartwfg among others. See Map 6.
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September 1885. In the intervening years, the Great Western line connected Bowenfels,

Lithgow via the famed Zifjlag railway?> Bathurst, Blayney, Orange, Bathurst and Mudgee. The
branch line linking Molong andowra was completed by 1888 and the Molong to Parkes line

opened in 1893. Other projects in the district stalled. Costs and engineering issues, the

prioritising of other districts including a focus on the Southern line to Goulburn to combat

+ A O 2 Ndircupsion iftiNtheFRiverina, combined to delay construction. Not even the
NIAfgleQa LIRaArAdAizy +ta GKS aaiay3atsS aINBlraGaSaa 7

effect on hastening constructiofi.

The impact of the railway on towns and settlemant g & aA3IYyAFAOlI yid ¢KS
prosperity contributed to it gaining municipal status in the same year of the railway opening in
Myyy FYR aAffiK2NLISQa FfSRIAAYI Ff2dzNJ YAEE NB
was routed there. Its little wonder that envious neighbours banded to secure a railway for

their communities. Competing interests meant differing opinions on proposed ro&tedohn

Gunn notes, selectors needed easy access to a close network of lines for their produce to

replace expensive bullock or horse transport to sidings but squatters with their vast holdings

and valuable wool could afford to transport their bales over a hundred miles to the nearest

railway.®’

The establishment of the Public Works Committee temperedipal influence in the

determination of railway routes but the lobbying of parliamentarians, government

departments and the railway commissioners was still to be reckoned Whk. process to

secure a railway line usually began with the formation of@llof NJ Af ¢l & € SI 3dzS
leading citizens and farmers and graziers in the surrounding rural settlements. The same
LINRGF A2y Aada g2dfd R LINPPARS SPOARSYyOS (2 GKS O
Molong to Parkes railway, a sectionahumittee visited eleven towns and heard from 192

witnesses’® Bowan Park farmer Thomas Seale and Eugowra beekeeper William Niven, Parkes
NEAARSYyG al N} /2tSYlFy 66K2 RSAONAROSR KAYaStT¥
horse breeder James Glazier,r@@mong those who argued why the railway should pass

through their towns and village$ Representatives of the various railway leagues, local police,

% ¢ ¢ Ri§ Zag Railway had a profound influence upon the development and economy of western New
South Wales. At the timét was the greatest civil engineering work in Australia and was considered
worldwide as an engineering meaelé. Construction commenced in 1863, opened in 1869 and extended
in 1880NSW Office of Environment and Heritage
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritgeapp/ViewHeritageltemDetails.aspx?1D=5045513
96GunnAIong Parallel LineS].
*" |bid, 194
% Orange, Manildra, Tichborne, Parkes, Forbes, Eugowra, Murga, Cudal, Cudal, Bumberry, and Cowra
% See Appendix 1 for biographies of Thomas Seale, Mark Coletdalames Glazier
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land agents, mayors and others provided data on their local communities, including

population, number o&ettlers, sizes of holdings, schools and interminable information on the

idzZh yGAaGe 2F FTNBAIKG® tS2LF S Ay YR FNRdzyR / d
RSGSNXAYILGA2Y y2i G2 KI @S 1dmlthé theyDouldl eathdr 2 6 A (i
take their produce thirty to forty miles by cart than use the railway only ten miles &4ape
O2YYAGGSS NBLR2NISR (KIG sAalGySaasSa gSNBE az +y
Y230 Fr@2dz2NFo6fS fAIKIXTIKSe ddithérStatistcgwithodt Y2 2 G S
RdzS NB3IFNR F2NJ o2dzyRIENASa¢ tSIRAy3 G2 |y 2@S

information inaccurate at besf?

Illustration 19: James Glazier

The availability of land for suflivision was an important consideratiomrailway approval. In

the more densely populated areas around Cudal, little leasehold land suitable for agriculture
remained, though there were goffield reserves particularly near Cargo, some of which could
potentially be released. Thus a railway imtlarea would advantage the farmers but not
provide as much benefit for the government. Ultimately the committee rejected the Cudal
route and supported the route recommended by the railway commissioners on the basis that
Al 62dzZ R 0S &3 Sefve tha ldrdgest popuiyos . T far@lopeh upXxtensive
GNF¥ Olla 2F2322R | yR®E

1% Railway report Molong to Parkes 1890

1pid, 6.
2 bid, 8.
1% These werdour recommended routes from long to Parkes and then Forbéxm Borenorevia
Cudal and Eugowra to Forb&xpwra via Canowimd to Forbesand Young via Greelf to ForbesOne
unfortunate drawback was that there would be no benefit to Canowindra or Grenfell and to that end
and the Standing Committee noted that the line which would link Canowindra with Forbes was
proposed for extension sooiRailway report Molag to Parkes 1890
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lllustration 20: A group of railroad construction workers standing around the equipment

used for the railway line construction Molong Parkes Railway

Despite their protestions, it is likely the Borenore and Cudal communities used the railway

after its opening in 1893. The economic gain could not be ignored. But the resentment

remained, not just in that district but also in Forbes. Their inhabitants, joined by people from
9dz3246 NI >~ adzNHIFIX ¢2232y3 YR / KSSaSYylyQa / NBS
0§SYRSNJ LINPOSaa qdFrSJ) ANBHIS2yaualNG 22lba SOSNI L
to petition the parliament to reconsider the decisi®l There were similaritferences over

the proposed railway connection between Dubbo and Coonamble (impacting on Mdyee)
Cootamundra to Temora (to favour Barmedman and Lake Cudg€fiaad Parkes and

Condobolin which would bypass Trundle in favour of Bogan Gate. Thedatted A G | (G A 2 y €
according to a correspondent to tHeorbes and Parkes GazefteKk NS | i Sy SR (2 & 2 dzi
G6KS KA&U2NAOLE FSdzR SisSSy C2NpSa FyR tIFN]S

Railway workers constituted a significant portion of the workforce in some parts of the district.

In adlition to those directly employed by the railway commissioners, many more people were

1% As described by the Borenore correspondent to Ewbes and Parkes Gazette July 1891.

1% Bathurst Free Pre@&sSeptember 1892.
19 cootamundra Heral8 October 1892.
7 Eorbes and Parkes Gaze®® November 1892.
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engaged as contractors or workers involved in railway constru¢ffofhus the austerity

measures embarked upon by railway commissioners Edward Eddy, William Fehon dad Cha
Oliver®i 2 (G dzNYy &l @GSNE dzy LINE ¥Findnaged a8d payiing f 6 & a&a
O2y O'8MlR 'y AYLI OO 2y (GKS NBIA2yd ! OO2NRAY 3
gl a LI AR Y2z2ail KSI @AY This \vad the\cysR ih EBRRwdlityf med, 2 NJ S NA& £
some of whom had worked in the service for upwards of ten years were discharged. Some
werereSYLX 28 SRE 2y NBRdAzOSR NBYdzySNI A2y s | TSN
Sy3ar3asSR i NBLI A NAtigralsdvecStgappallad-athis Safedf affaksS

declared that retrenchment should start at the top not with navvies earning £3 per wéek.

The extent of railway employment in the region can be gauged to some extent from reports on

the annual railway picnics held in different loicats. In 1891 approximately 2,000 workers and

their families picnicked at Wallerawang, the same number travelled to Carcoar in 1892 and to
Eskbank in 18932 Railway employment encompassed multiple occupations. In the Bathurst
G2N] aK2LJE (KSINBOISRE SPOKSCMNFYWi ¢ SyaIAySSNE |y
Arthur McGuiness described by thiational Advocaté & G o N> gy e | NXYSR azya
There were station masters including John T Bates who came to Cowra after having spent
sevenyearsat Trges KSNBE KS FAff SR adKS LRaAldA2y 2F al
master, deputy registrar of births, deaths and marriages, manager Government savings bank

wl YR8 D2 @SNy Y S y*iDthef Scupation® dorgpHskuhriers @4 yeaold

Gordon Clar& at Brewongle) and gatekeepers like Mary Houghton of Cotra.

While there were many railway workers, more people worked in primary industries.
Farmers, settlers, market gardeners, orchardists and farm labourers were the most common.
People engaged in tlse pursuits throughout the district but principally in the central and

eastern and most densely settled counties of Ashburnham (28%), Bathurst (26%), Roxburgh

%0 1891, it was repved that 7,000 men were engaged on railway contracts in the colBathurst

Free Press March 1891.
199 SeeAustralian Dictionary BiograpHgr biographies of Edward Eddy, William Fehon and Charles
Oliver.
119 5ydney Morning Herall7 February 1889.
11 3 Gum Along Parallel Line07.
"2 National Advocat€9 November 1892.
13 Sydney Morning HerafD October 1891.
"4 National Advocate3 January 1892. As set out in Chapter 4 working conditions in the workshop were
not as cordial as this may suggest. See Appehdor biographies afohn Main and Arthur McGuiness.
1% eader13 August 1917. See Appendix 1 for biography of John T Bates.
1® National Advocatd 1 November 189 owra Free Pred$ July 1892. Womefnequently held the
post of gatekeepers. According te 1891 census 139 women were employed in this capacity across
the colony.
7 As noted previously the overlap of counties and other statistical cohorts means the data is not exact
but it is sufficiently inclusive to reach meaningful conclusions.
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(26%) and Wellington (22%¥.This is reflected in the size of rural holdings in each of these
counties where most holdings were within the range 101 acres to 200 acres while Wellington
(267) also had the highest number of holdings sized between one and five acres. Ashburnham
(114) and Bathurst (200) had significant numbers of holdings in the higtezyacg 201 t0300
acres''°In evidence given to the Molong to Parkes railway inquiry, farmer Edward Taylor
RSLIASR 0GKIFd Ay GKS ¢2232y3 RAAGNARAOG adGKSNB
a2yYSiAavy®a tSaaé¢o

In the western portion of the district greater percentage of people were engaged in pastoral
pursuits. The neighbouring counties of Gipps (36%) Dowling (27%) and Cunningham (18%) had
the highest percentage of pastoral workers. The obvious inclusions in this category are the
pastoralists themslges and shearers with other stock related occupations including stock

boundary riders, drovers and teamsters. Thomas Edols had fifty permanent employees on his
Burrawang station. In addition to the usual work such as managing stock and pastures,
ancillaryoperations (including the extensive irrigation system) he required blacksmiths,
wheelwrights and the like. During the shearing season, the workforce substantially increased.

In the 1892 season he expected to shear 350,000 sheep and lambs and empldy00p to

shearers and many roustabouts, wool scourers and otlérghe number of workers

employed on the station was significant but they are largely anonymous. In a visit to the

station in November 1892, a correspondent for thewn and Country Journdéscrbed the

ambience of the homestead, the hospitality of the Edols family, the woolshed, the irrigation

system and the lagoon used for boating and fishing but there was little mention of any of the
G2N)] SNE® a! TFlIAGKTFdA 2f R S NI NG a@r N 22vy § yiRS
2f R aSNUIylG gAGK 2yS £S3¢ gK2 t221SR FFAISNI

the bookkeeper and Potts the principle overseer and waasser??

Shearers, as itinerant workers, were equally unlikely to betitied. At Burrawang station

AdzL I NRa 2F wnn akKSIFNBNHERE o6SNB | RRNKSaasSR

(@]
(D)

1892, one of them being a young Burraga resident Alfred Fiffan the smaller

Errowanbang station, owner Francis Chesney Hopkins recohdetames of some of his

118
119

See Appedix 10 for detailed occupations data.

The number of holdings sized between 101 and 200 acres in each county are Ashburnham 208,

Bathurst 350, Roxburgh and Wellington 166. T Co8tatistical Register 189390, 391.

2% Railway report Molong to Parke$59.

“!The AustraisianPastoralish Reviewmn WI y dzt NB My dbH ® 9 R2f & QTown2 2 f 4 KSR
and Country Journal @si KS f F NBASald Ay (GKS ¢ 2 NI TR@nahdCBuntyi KS FAY
Journal26 November 1892.

22Town and Country Jourh26 November 1892.

The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Adver@igectober 1892. Alfred is only known

because his untimely death was recorded in Bethurst Free Pre&0 December 1892.

123
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employees in his account books. Cooks Matilda Proctor and Phillip Mueller were paid the same
rate of 25+ per week, but Ah See and Charlie Ah Ming were paid. ZBkeresa Donnelly was

engaged as a housemaid while H Gardiner wamgad as a house and parlour maid through

GKS {e&RySeée | 3Sy &8 (a D2KDINNYSSHa da OTAKMEE (& Y& Qa  LINE |

Williams was engaged as a nurse Girl.

Illustration 21: Wool Classing at Burrawang

24 Errowanbang Station (Carcoar NSW) records 18¥AL Ledgers 18921893 SLA MLMSS3293.
P yyAS K2 NBf20FGSR (G2 C2NbSa FyR 62NJ SR & + R
because she was brutally murdered in Forbes by John Ahearn who had also been employed at Waroo
Bathurst Fred’ressl6 Decembef891. Nurse girls who were often around 14 years of age, looked after
children and were expected to do housework. Advertisemeaotsght girls who were respectable,
reliable, strong and useful. AccordingThe Workek2 September 1893) nurse girls in Basb were
paid 5~ to 4/- per week.
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lllustration 22: Shearers at Errowanban g

aAyAy3a 61 a GKS GKANR 3INRBdzZI Ay (G(KS wmydpm OSyad
colony overall, approximately 7 % of breadwinners worked in the mining industry with a
comparable number (7%) in the Central West. There was significantivarimtween

counties with approximately 23% engaged in mining in each of Roxburgh and the adjoining

county of Wellington while the lowest was in Cunningham. In 1893 over 50% of mining activity

in the colony was in the mining districts of Bathurst, Lach&mgee and Tambaroora and

Turon, an increase of 5% over the previous year reflecting new finds in both quartz and alluvial
gold but also more people seeking employment in the deepening depression. The 5% decrease

in the number of people working in silvetines was due to the sporadic opening and clgsin

of the mine at Sunny Corné®

The significance of gold mining in the regional mosaic of the district was not restricted to the
presentday mining activities. Not only did gold make or break fortunes duhegold rushes,

it was still part of the psyche of many people in the district. Over 25% of the men whose
biographies are featured iklen of Markand approximately 30% of those includedAildine

allude to their gold mining endeavours and journeys betwagd within colonies. People such

a 0dz2i OKSNJ 9RéFNR t NAOS ¢gK2 YAINFrGSR G2 A0

126 Minister for Mines and Agriculture Annual Repb894.
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200dzLIASR & | F2f RYAYSNE o0ST2NB OfeBsdifiadl of A &K
likewise with hoteliers and publicans among theshcommon occupation§everal, including

John Fullerton Armstrong (chemist, Forbes), Thomas Quirk (shopkeeper, Wellington) and

William Kellett (shopkeeper, Mudgee) became prominent townsmen. Many settled down as
farmers. Isaac Woolard settled at MorillBeapot Swamp) in around 1867 and Michael Teefy
selected land at Cargo. Farmer George Stott who mined a rich deposit of gold discovered in

one of his paddocks at the Canadian and Henry Newman at Lucknow were involved in mining

activities well after settlig in the district®’

TherewereselS YL 28 SR YAYSNHEZ &42YS 2F gK2Y O2dA R o
62YSYy &dzOK & /KINI2GG4S ' RIFIYaz ¢g2NJAy3a 2y daL
[ F 6 NBYyOS Ay KSNJ I NOKI S2f dfigldiWictorial hawreneea A a 2 F 5
identified these miners whose numbers were sufficient to sustain a small community like

Home Rule, as working on mostly workegt fields with low but regular return§ While

resilient prospectors eked out a living on what r@med of the alluvial fields in the east of the

district, the discovery, or purported discovery, of gold triggered miahes reminiscent of the

gold rushes of the 1850s and 1860s. In May 1893hurst Free Pressported that the

AYF22N) LIBNIYA 2y 2R LK I GA2Yy 27T Blurhyed Pakesupofi ¢ a S
reports of a major gold findt KS& ¢SNB az22y 22AYSR o0& aKdzyRNB
raw new chums and othsto wend their way thither from the neighbouring towns of Parkes,

Forbes, Peak Hill, Molong, and Condobolin, in addition to many from distant parts of the
O2dzy PNE ¢ KS NHz2AKQA LISF1=Z a2YS8S wmpnn LIS2LX S KI
the Town and Country Journdéscribed the hopefuls he met on his journagluding well

flI RSy LX 2RRSNB ¢AGK GSyita FYR LINPGAAAZ2YAI 22
Y2@BAY3 G P aNIGGtAy3a LI OSé yEA2dza G2 3Sa 0
dzLJ6 I NR& 2F cnn YSY SyGaSRIFI DBESR NAY IVBNAK @ @adS NE
vans sold their wares and there was no shortage of fresh food. Ominously he noted the

Kdzy RNBR&a 2F GFNBAK akKlFIFdaéd ol yR2yYSR™gA (K2 dzi

2T see Appendix 1 fdriographies Edward Price, Isaac Woolard, John Fullerton Armsifbogas

Quirk,William Kellett, Isaac Woolard, Michael Teefy and Georgg. Sto
Bl gNBYyOS Wt 22N alyQa 5A3IAYyIaqQo
129 Bathurst Free Preg2 May 1893.
¥ Town and Country JournglJune 1893.
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lllustration 23: Burra Burra gold field

Hopes for a major find were soon dashed and the disheartened miners gradually dispersed. In
g S NX

August 1893the Australian StaNBS LJ2 NIl SR G KIF i GKS RA3IIAy3Ia
GO02f 2NBE Ay G(GKS NBSFa Ayadz F A Oredpfdspecais?

g SNB

YI 18

adAtt  FAyTsomémindsldioved fartheBwest fvtieRR fade deposits of

tin had been unearthed near Melrose Station, sixty miles west of Peak Hill at about the same

time of the Burra Burra rush. The discovery had alredttgaed 300 miners who had already

set about pegging out a township on the fiefd.

The many towns and villages in the district owed their existence to mining, land settlement

and the spread of railways. According to Don Aikin, railways and the telegr@pNBS | G SR |
colonyg ARS LRfAGe 2dzi 2F 6KI G KI R®*Thddsterndrainy LJ &

line from Bourke to Sydney stopped at several towns including Borenore, Dripstone, Molong,

Orange, Stuart Town, and Wellington. These areas were in tumected to others by branch

lines, roads (however bad) and bridges. By 1891 there were approximately 119 towns and

villages in the distri¢?* where most people lived rather than in the rural hinterlands. This is

consistent with the settlement pattern fohe colony overall where 65% of the population
f AGSR Ay (2sya IyYyR OAGASad ! & DNingrapSlitad I A a2y

31 Australian Stag6 August 1893.
%2 Bathurst Free Pre€? May 1893
By T ALAY W2 doRlkKNSE YALYNSI R R&Fa | Yy SnitiSF BXedjugtraliare f 6 S NB
/ dzf ( dzNJ (MelbokrdelCambBdge University Press 1988) 53.

134
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O2YYdzyAliASa 2F o0SG6SSYy pnn YR HnZfHmtheld Ky f
Central West 62% of inhd@ants could be found in settlements with populations of between

fifty and 9,400, though predictably, there were significant variations between the

predominantly agricultural based counties and the sparse western portions of the district. For
example, in Bturst and Wellington counties 73% lived in the towns against the drier pastoral
districts such as Gipps (14%) and Gordon (28%).

Bathurst was the largest town in the district. It was also the first, having been proclaimed by
Lachlan Macquarie in 1815. @htowns such as Orange and Carcoar emerged over the
adzO0OSSRAYy3 RSOFRS&a Ay O2yOSNI o6A 0K FbKS aArYL
mdOSy GddzZNES GKS RAYAYydziAzy 27F adljdzr GGSNERQ Y2y2
resilience of setddrs and the hard won or lost railway extensions coalesced into the

configuration of urban settlement of 1891. By this time there were sixteen towns with a

population of over 1,000 (69%) or 61% of between 50 and 200. Orange (5,064 including East
Orange), lthgow (3,865) and Forbes (3,011) were the largest towns after Bathurst while

Mutton Falls (52) near Oberon was listed in the census as having the lowest population of the
categorised townships in the distri¢t’ The smallest settlements not included in tbensus

were usually postal towns such as Bumberry which consisted of a receiving office, a public

house and Cobb and Co stables.

During the inquiry into the Molong to Parkes railway extension, Edward Nathan, a manager

with Cobb and Co, described sevesaall villages and rural settlements, all of which had

L2 Lddzf F GA2ya dzy RSNI FAFOE&sS 2y (KS O2YLI y&aQa N2
postal, telegraph, monegrder and Government Savings Bank services. It also had a small

public house, ablacksthiKk Qa aK2LJX Gg2 avlftft ai2NBaz | a¥Fl
adzNBIFI FyR / KSSaSYlIyQa / N¥BdtailscoSam@hitias h Vrgdr & LI2 & G
towns were published in annual almanacs, directories and year bdtlksaddition to

information on government and municipal services, they often itemised community facilities

such as churches and hospitals. Description of rail and coach services emphasised the

prominence of a town by the number of surrounding towns connecting to it. While the

1G5 | @ A Goanyfy LE®E12
130y Keneley¥he Dying Town Syndrome A Survey of Urban Development in the Westgict Dfs
Victoria 1896m ¢h o nDAvisadrghd BrodieStruggle Countryl0.3
3760% of the townsind villages listed had populations of less than 100.
138 Railway report Molong to Parke8.
¥ The significance of some of towns in the district is reflected by their inclusibnemNew South
Wales Western Districts Weather AlImanac and Business Gui@e@Bished by W McKenzie
Bookseller Molong. 1892. The towns included Bathurst, Orange, Wellington, Molong, Lithgow, Mudgee,
Cowra, Blayney, Dubbo, Forbes, Grenfell, Carcoar and Parkes
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accesibility of a town to regional centres and the metropolitan area was indicative of its
superior commercial status. The prominence and progress of townships were reflected in
descriptions of the quality and permanency of buildings, parks, length of roabitharvalue

of rateable property.

Illustration 24: Edward Nathan

According to John Alexandehe place of urban settlements in the structure of a society is

best understood by exploring the economic, social and political relationships between the

urbanl YR NHzNJ £ & 1S adza3SaiGa GKS aS0O02y2YA0 62YR
64S02y2YAO ftAFS 2F | i26y6ddd Aad AYSEUWNROIof
Certainly during the years studied here, economic ties sustained urban arid¢oamnanunities

alike. By the end of the 1880s the typical country town in the Central West retained a degree

of social and economic autonomy, sustaining the population of the urban area and hinterland.

Trundle was one of those urban settlements sharingeleconomic linkages with the farms

and pastoral stations which encircled it. Although only approximately forty people lived in the
village it was the third largest urban centre in the sparsely settled county of Cunningham, the
others being Burrawang (9and Condobolin (742). The genesis of the village was a nearby
travelling stock route and the Trundle LagotihSettlers began to take up land in the 1880s

and by 1892 there were 131 of these within a radius of twenty nfité$he 1891 census

records 200 peple living in the area, with 38 village residents, 29 of whom resided in either

I Fy2Nl alf2ySeQa 2NJ GKS DAf OKNRAad ONRUOKSNAEQ
the business opportunities of the settlement. She moved her hotel (The Traffe)tfre

YOw 2 1 f SEI y RBrbasiwdoRcépt of Wridah Ezonomic Functdnikofiomic Geograpt80
no 3 (July 1954): 246.
n May 1892, the town became known as Trundle rather than Trundle Lagoon when the post and
telegraph offices combined. Watts and Wrighte Story oTrundle 81
42 Sydney Mai0 April 1889Town and Contry Journafls July 1893-orbes and Parkes GazeRe
April 1892.
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travelling stock reserve to the fledgling village. Maloney also had a hall and stables and she

opened a shop as did James Leadbitter and Edgar AtfSten.

[MOLONEY.

vexaL sToRss FE

L

"

Moloney’s Store c. 1890.

ILLUSTRATION 25

At the time of the census the township was set for further growth. Over the tveo years,

the hotels and shop were augmented by combined post, telegraph and savings bank services,
police station, aselfstyleddoctor (Albert Florance), blacksinKk Q&4 & K2LJ I yR | avYl
Church. A public school had been established in the are887 and in 1892, Anne Conroy
taught 22 pupil®¢ KS&4S 6SNB Yl Ayfe GKS OKAfRNBYy 27F as
children, John and Honora. Some of sefdibzii G SNJ | SNDPSNI . Sdzl SGAf f SQ3
also at the schodf!® There was a reasonablgrge Chinese population in the area. They

worked as scrulzutters and ringoarkers but they also established market gardens at the old

Troffs Hotel which they purchased from Hanora Maloney. According to Watts and Wright, Char

*bid, 85.Town and Country Journalune 1893See Appendix 1 for biographies®dlomon,

Alexander and James Gilchrist aladned eadbitter.
“*see Appendix 1 for biography of Ann Gonr
145 3ohn McKeown and his family had a property of 7,680 acres and they also took on sinking and dam
building contracts. They also built the first house in Trundle, Watts and WrrighStory of Trund|&8,
37. See Appendix 1 for biographies of HerbetiBville.
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Nong and Tommy Ah Soon seenmedave been the head men on this site but, as with most

Chinese in this and other districts, there is very little informati&h.

lllustration 26: Herbert M Beuzeville and Family

The relationship between Trundle and its surrounds extended beyond edonotarests.

There was often little distinction between rural and town affairs. In November 1892 the

Trundle correspondent for thEorbes and Parkes GazeN&S LJ2 NIi SR 2y 'y & SLIAR!
YSSiAy3aéeé GGSYRSR o0& G26yaT2dEneetingdRingwhithS OG 2 N
George Huttond newly appointed JP), Henry Croft, Christopher Francis, Michael Kerin and

Patrick Parnell were elected as trustees for the racecourse, recreation, hospital and school of

arts, reserves and the town common. The meetifgp discussed the proposed railway

extension. Afterwards, the progress committee convened with members Messrs Croft, Francis,
Kerin and Richard Pilling joining townsmen John Gilchrist, Albert Florance and one of Hanora

al f 2y SehaK &R NB NiblovedHya dafica in aid of the progress committee

extended the relationship to itinerant workers. And, social occasions including a bachelor ball
KStR aNh alf2ySeQa KIffX gAGK YIFHadSNI 2F OSNS
Ay £ A Ol 2ldhkdCRodgDEsettiBra and town residents alik&Taken together,

economic ties, lobbying for the railway, sharing of civic responsibilities and social interaction
created a community of interest. There was confidence in and a shared vision for the. futur

Even though, or perhaps because, closer settlement in the district was relatively recent, these

“®1bid, 101, 102 According to a retrospeisteLJdzo f A AKSR AY MdbHT GGKS / KAYySa:!
ring-barking and clearing...The boss made the hotel his headquarters and the Chinamen gathered there
when them in from the bush-orbes Advocat27 May 1927
“"Forbes and Parkes Gaze®® November 189Croft, Francis and Kerin were also Cemetery Trustees.
See Appendix 1 for biographieHenry Croft, Christopher Francis and Patrick Parnell
“8Town and Country JournalAugust 1891.
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issues underscored a cohesive society in the Trundle district, the hallmgeknainschaft

communities.

A social connection between Lake Cudgellico (pomried47) and its rural hinterlands was

apparent in several ways. Given the propensity of the wealthy landowners to be involved with
K2NES NIOAy3azx f20Ft &aljdz GGSNBR FNB tA{Ste G2
N} OSO2 dzNB S¢  Aition, S8 of the pasfodalists yho lodRupied the ten pastoral

runs in the vicinity may well have used the lake for leisure. Naturally, all townsfolk and those in
0KS GAOAYyAGE g2dd R KIS 0SSy IofS (G2 AyRdzZ 3S
conteri ¥°¢ & &S0 Fy20KSN) £t SgSt> / aODNRRSNI FyR 2

Committee, organised sports and even a BAll.

As with many other towns in the district gold was the impetus for the development of the

township and in 1891 Lake Cudgellgtil provided services for resilient miners on Erebendery

and other goldfields> This was also the case for the approximately forty settlers in the area.

/| KdZNOKSa yR 3I208SNYYSyid aSNBAOSa adzOK Fa | L
schook = 6 AGK yn LidzLIofWilEm BeykiRsS dddvel té&rurd) KiiteNdads

One of thesgBenjamin Timothy Prigk I RRI®0® f SR Ay 3J2f RQ | ff KAa f
a02NB1 SSLISNE 7T NPdNdas afriembarioddHe LandunEieddretigue as

ga ' fSEIFIYRSNI D | dzA S 4 K Zar@spondidylg, péode inteLIG | &Y
surrounding areas supported businessessuch & NI Sa t KAf f ALJAQ G KSSH|
0f I O1aYAGKQa o0dzAAYySaad | yR GKS TF2dzMénfg2iG St az A
/| KEFYLA2YQa ! foA2Yy | yR w2 6'3Mis ode ssténedithe®dthed | dza
Although, according to th&/agga Wagga ExpressiS LINA Y OA LJX S KI NBSad 21
AYKFoAGlryGaég 2F GKS G26y & gihe ghediinglseadod, O dzf  dzNJ
GakKSI NBNIA OKSIljdzSaé¢ o

149

Wagga Waga Expres2 June 1892

¥ The Sydney Mall2 July 1890. The secretary of the committee was probably Ned McGroder, the

G LI2 Lddzt | NJ / dzR3I St f HubEnerioNoteBbeNIBINEcQrédertuasGeyesséully challenged

James Toomey for the position of Sdarg of the Young branch ofthe AQUK S NENBQ | yR DSy
Laborers Recortl5 July 1893

“ITheWorkerlj dz2 G Ay 3 / 23Kfly y20SR aLy (GKS Ozdzyie 2F 52
towns) 4 people own 58 of every hundred acres alienated. In the cdBiftys (the same chief towns)

Mmn LIS2LX S 26y np 2F SOHBWorkemmbepiedter 189ONBa £ ASy I (G SF
®25chool Archives Lake Cargelligerkinswithdrew his application for a transfer when he when he

married twenty-yearold local girllda Jandrior in November 1892

3 Back to Lake Cargelligo Centenary Celebrations.127& declared himself a candidate for the

upcoming 1894 electiarC NB S Y | y Q28 June2182M/ |- £

™ Back to Lake Cargelligo Centenary Celebrations Comnfitteelusts of timégold dust, red dust, and

bull dus) Lake Cargelligo and district, 181873(Lake Cargelligo 19Y326, 127

®*Wagga Wagga ExpregsJune 1892.
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Illustration 27;: Alexander Huie

Condobolin had a range of business and services, including eight hotels, consistent with a
population of 750. Th&own and Country Journabted that the land office was one tie

dyz2aild AYLRNIFYyd Ay GKS O2fz2yeéeézr NBFESOGAYy3a 0
| 26 SOSNJ GKS ySgall LISNI 20aSNBSR (KIG NBaARSyld
making their homes attractive and the town bears a bare and barren appearin

02y a S| H#29lid§tan dvas another town in the district to attract unfavourable

attention. According to a correspondent for thigathurst Free Presi had a reputation as

GoSAy3a G(GKS at2sSaid ('%bwas dngof theoBist sb@risétifenants RA & G N
in the district, having originally been a convict settlement and a little later an Aboriginal

mission station. The township slowly evolved supported by pastoral activities, its location on a
Cobb and Co route and an extension of thiéwray from Orange in 1880. While there was the

usual range of stores, hotels, banks, professions and churches, there was relatively little
AYRdAzZAGNE® LYRSSRZ (KS ONAGSNI y2GSR GadKSNB Aa
termmostappr@JNA I S (2 GKS ftAFS 2F GKS RA&AGNRAROGE @
was Edward Fitzgerald who established a butter factory in 1890. Fitzgerald sold his product to
G.2dz2N] S5 /20 NJFYR 20KSN) 6S5a0SNY wasmgiéa ¢ & dzLJL
LINEFAGFOES aG2 RAALRAS 2F GKS YAt FNRY GKSA
YFE1S Al AydG2 o0dzid SN F2NJ RRaLkalt Ay | LINBOIFN

Orange arguably had one of the most prosperous and most diverse economies inttioe dis

The town survived the initial depletion of its population with the discovery of gold at nearby

%8 Town and Country Journg® July 1892.
" Bathurst Free Pres$) December 1892.
158 |bid, 10 December 1892.
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Ophir, protected to some extent strength by the mixed land use in its hinterlands. The
proximity of the gold fields was an advantage when miners cantevim to cash in their gold
and when the alluvial gold had been worked out some of them stayed in the district hoping to
secure land. Others, such as Henry Newman, set up reef mining operations. As with other
locations, the railway provided an impetustothe2 6y Qa SO2y2YAO o6l 4aSd wS
inhabitants in the nearby areas were well served with extensive businesses and services plus
there were ancillary industries such as ironmongers, soap and candle makers and cordial
factories. Manufacturers Elwin ar@mpany (brewery}’ and the Dalton family (flour mill)
exported their products beyond the local region, including to the metropolitan dneh892
the Daltors opened a new mill which according to tBgdney Maigreatly increased the
AYAEEfAYI2 @NLIODAZITENBTRAAGGNROG &S odzii y20 yS
T

7

0S4
y2iAy3 aYAff YIFEOKAYSNE (1 18a G¥S LI NG 2 f

(o}

The influence of the Dalton family was considerable with an influx of Irish settlers following
themtoOra/ 3S Ay A& SINIe& &SI Wanahart@ldpgubiishgtIhthé KS G 2
Bathurst Free PresMary Cameron noted that although many expressed the view that the
5Ffad2yaQ gSNB I NBHSte& NBaALRYyaAot S Ofadgéhas KS LIN
YFERS GKSY ¢gKIG GKS& | NBEOOPOCENY FFUSNI FI NYVéE &
territory, and field has been laid to field until the Orange magnate can drive over twenty miles

of territory in one direction without trespassing upon anyoneése83 LINR LISNIié ® Ly RS
driving about the neighborhood of Orange and being told in nine cases out of ten the farms we
enquired about belonged to Dalton, we came to the conclusion that the Dalton is a sort of

Octopus who stretches his long feelers iSeNE RARB Ol A2y € o

PIKS O2YLIlyeQa LI NIYSNE 6SNB 2AftALY | 9ftsAysS [ KI
Alwyn J Maude)Town and Country Journ26 March 1892See Appendix 1 for biographieswfiliam
Elwin and Charles Bromilow.K S 6 NJBrddGcNdafdescribed dbe principal beer drawn in the
western and northwestern portions of NSW won three prizes at the Indian and Colonial Exhibition and
subsequently submitted an entry to the Chicago exposition.
9The Sydney MaB0 April 1892.
1o Hughes Truman Ludlo@rangeCity Council Heritage Study Volum@tange City Council November
1986).
%2Bathurst Free Pressp ! LINAf My cdo® al NBE /FYSNRYS fF3GSNI al NB
White owner of theBathurst Free PresSeeAustralian Dictionary of Biograpligr a hography for Mary
Gilmore. See Appendix 1 for a biography of Gloster White
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Illustration 28: James Dalton and Thomas Dalton

Gulgong was another town that survived the mayhem of the gold discoveries. In 1892 the

Town and Country Journabted that the Gulgong economy comprised exchanges between

some businesseas the town and its hinterland. It extolled hotelier, storeowner and +oniner

/| KNA&G2LIKSNI , 2dzy3 & &l aLft SYyRAR SEIFYLXS 27

LINPALISNRdza YR GKNAGAY3I G266y AlG A& G2RI@éad ¢

lines on wiich his business is worked describes the business of every store and

2N aK2L) Ay W/ yA2y DdzZ 32y3Qd 1S o6dz2a GKS
stores. He buys the producer's produce and sells the producer flour. And so the world
wags on, as far asulgong is concerned. Each man helps his fellow, and in helping him

makes a living®®

The economy of Gulgong which had a population of 1,283 was far more complex than this. In

1891 the town was flourishing. Mary Pow&lwho was one of eight hotel liosees ran the

Commercial Hotel  NB . | NNB (i (i Q doneFoldt 1&dSt ki stoeKaRidede \bered

G§KNBS OKSYAata AyOfdRAYy3I !t oSN {2dziSNJ gK2 ¢
devised for foot rot in sheep. In that year a new Catholic chwa$ consecrated, a residence

for the publicd OK22f (@GS OKSNJ O2YLX SGSR a ¢l a G(KS Ddz

A % 4 oA x

ddzo&il yiAlf odAtRAYy3Iaé KIR 085Sy SNBOGSR oe

%3 Town and Country Journ2® April 1893.

164Mary Powelldied 1894 aged 50 years at her residence at the Tattersalls Fsytehey Morning
Herald19 July 1894 Mary was the widowpdlice detective Charles Powell who died at Gulgong in
1873.
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land for selection was thrown opéff: There vas still gold to be found with some 200 miners

working in the district®® Businessmen such as Richard Stear, baker and produce merchant, the
manager of the local Australian Joint Stock Bank William Randolph Bentzen and another

chemist Charles Theodore Fread Zimmler talked up the district at the Mudgee to Gulgong

railway inquiry'®” When the proposal for the railway was abandoned in 1892, a railway league
GAGK YF&2NJ I yR aF RRf SNJ w2oSNI | SFENR Fa OKIFAN
interests in he proposed construction of the Mudgee line to Coonamflé. K S (12 6y Q4&
interests were foremost when the Leadville Progress Society sought the support of the

Gulgong Council in lobbying for a road between Mudgee and Leadvill&lnitweist and

Gulgong Adveisersupported the proposal but only if the proposed route benefited Gulgong

andg I Ny SR AT GiUKSNB 6SNB lye WKIyle LIyleQ 0N
body to take the traffic that would leave Gulgong out and would only gratify a fadiends

Ay GKFEG t20FtAGe Oy NBH® dzll2y | K2gfAy3d NRBS

Gulgong was surrounded by prime agricultural and grazing kgiculture had been boosted

by the recent opening up of gold field reserves for selection and local farmers such Arthur C
Garling®6 K2 KIFR mMun | ONB& dzyRSNJ Odzf GADI GA2Y YR
YAfED tlFad2Nrt | OUAGAGASAE ¢ SNBiragasbplopeitigs SR 0 &
GKS T2NXYSNI 6SAy3a (GKS t20 A2y 2fficeiekBenW|[ | 322 Y
Ddz 32y3 FyR AlGa KAYUSNIlIyRa Aa NBFESOGSR Ay
TheSydney Morning HeraB LJ2 NIi SR (Kl &G GKS S@Syd gl a | a3l
YR ydzYSNRdzA 2 3G KSNJ @S KA ©r afoand thé fowihehdedbyda G A y 3 A
0FYR YR o0FyySNBREé |yR Y2NB (KLl y'Semeofthe LIS 2 L)X S
shearers would have been local men but many more were itinerant workers whose identities

are generally unknown as was typical in other paftthe district.

185 Ereeman's Journdlo January 189Rustralian StaR9 September 1891The Building Society was

formed in 1888Richard Stear was one of the first directd8ydney Morning Heralt3 June 1888
Charles Edward Souter died 1941. See Appendix 1 for biogoditighard Stear.
198 Australian Handbook1891) 202.
'%7 Railway report Mudgee to Gulgong 189, 52, 58Bentzen expanded his interests there two years
tF0SNE o6& St aAyf@mRithard RodkB. Slis intéhitiod was ® JupdlylmykRoéthe
Gulgong factory by planting superior grasses and crops for the $t@ka Indepadentand
Shoalhaven Advertis&November 1893. Bentzen was the son of Mudgee Archdeacon Hans Thorvald
Bentzen.See Appendix 1 for biographies of William and Hans Thorvald Bentzen and Theodore Zimmler.
168Mudgee Guardia30 July 1892. See Appendix 1 for biography of Robert Heard.
1%9 Unionist and Gulgong Advertis2uly 1892.
% Railway report Mudgee to Gulgond8. See Appendix 1 for biography of Arthur Garling.
"' The Sydney Morning HeradJanuary 1892
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. Bank of New South Wales. 2 5t, John's Roman Catholic Church. 3, Church of England, 4, Butter Factory.

lllustration 29: Gulgong 1891

What is apparent from this examination of some of the towns and villages in the district is the
robust connectivity between people living in the urban settlements and those in the rural
hinterlands. Theseelationships appear to be closest in the fledgling township of Trundle

where its immediate future was dependent on such cooperatioro@eratives at Wellington

and the Land Office at Condobolin demonstrate joint interests. Rural workers are attracted to

Lake Cudgellico when the shearing cuts out with social events and other entertainment on

offer, probably at the four hotels. The economic benefits shared between the people of

Gulgong and those working on the pastures, the farms and in the mines aregé\mathose
IAQPAY3I SOARSYOS (G2 GKS NIAtgle& SyljdZANE® / KNA
FStt26 YR Ay KStLAYy3I KAY YI1Sa + tAGAy3AE L
are less evident in Orange, not only because of thee glizhe town but possibly because of the
R2YAYlIyOS 2F GKS 5Ffid2ya Ay YdzOK 2F GKS I NBI

The individuals participating in these interactions through work, civic organisations,
government services and community events have been unealviirough a variety of sources
such newspapers, local and family histories and almanacs. Many others who worked as
domestics in the hotels, shop assistants, factory workers or other such occupations generally

remain anonymous in spite of thezcupations bthese workers being categorised in the 1891
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OSyadza +Fa KFE@Ay3a GKS 2yS 2F GKS KAIKSHEG LI NI
The extent of employment, if not the identity of those employed, in some of these occupations

can be gauged frorthe biographical entries of business owneridineand the newspaper

feature articles. Within the mercantile group Bathurst store owner John Meagher employed

thirty hands while rival Edmund Webb had 100 employees including 31 ladies in the workroom
andtwentythreeAy G KS YSyQa RSLINIYSyldod 2AfEAFY a ¢A
G!' dzAGNF E ALY {G2NBaé¢ Ay .fleéySez 12N OS . NIOS
AK2LJ YR YyAYyS(OSSy LIS2LX S 62N]J SR i Midge&a [ 2y

The Homourmble Jokn Messher, ECSG. MLC

lllustration 30: John Meagher

Other employers of labour included cordial manufacturers and brewers. In Orange William H

Elwin employed fifteen people at his award winning Standard Brewery and six workers were
engaged by cordial manufacturer M&@m Stabback. James Douglas, builder and contractor

SYLX 28SR 0SGsSSy FTAFGe yR mpn KFEYyR& RSLISYRA
Gain, timber merchant, undertaker and general contractor who had twenty regular staff and

up to seventy moreagain depending on trade, were among the largest employers in Orange.

3 Doubtless the Daltons employed many more with their staned flour mill.And, of course,

across the district people worked femall business owners such as Carcoar dressmaker

Margaret Hall.

"2tter primary industries and mercantile pursuit891Census

8 Aldine Centennial Historgpee Appendix 1 for biographieswflliam Tibbs, Horace Bracey, James
Loneragan, John Gain, William Stabback and James Douglas.
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lllustration31: El wi nds Standard Brewery

B i M“"’H.PEN

S

lllustration 32: Margaret Penhall Carcoar

Just who these hundreds of workers are is a mystery. We know from newspaper
I ROSNIA&SYSyiGa (GKFG aNB CAGTISNIER RISRo®@A &I
but there are no other details/“Other workers can occasionally be identified through court

reports, newspaper accounts of accidents, unexpected deaths and bankruptcies.

" Bathurst Free PregsSeptember 1893.
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Thisisthecasef@ft t Sy ¢AyRIFff X |y @anfwRo died dkeatdidedse LI 2 &
G aNBR 9e&fSaQ { ilIMyAbtiRservagt Aidrald Genfudd Wdlsl, 8 S ©
YIAR FT2NJaNB | FNI 2F | FNIQa adGd2NB Ay adzRISS>
1892 with theSydney Morning Heralibtingst8 ¢ & ¢St t 1y26y XYy { I f¢
9t AT lIoSGUK /tFryde FyR WHyS {02004 SyLX28S5S8a 2
with the Army. In July 1892, when she and Elizabeth were on their way home from the

barracks Jane alleged that shad been raped by eighteegear2 f R W2 a SLIK t I (G SNZ
2F 2yS 2F GKS Y2ad NBaLISO TSy NRRantwhéewas a Ay (K
employed as a domestic servant by Charles H Smith attracted attention because she was mixed

up in a land tansaction in Molong almost certainly at his urdffigMartha Ann Hickson, on

the other hand, had a trustworthy and benevolent employer in Bishop Charles Calffidge.

shortage of domestic servants such as Gertrude, Elizabeth, Jane, Ellen, Mary and Martha was
often alluded to in newspapers. THBathurst Free Presfr instancey 2 6 SR G Kl i & 3INB|
complaints are heard of every hand as to the scarcity of work, but while this may apply to men,
0KS RSYFYR F2NJ aSNBFyd 3J3ANI & ks@nd@iBeNE RATTFSNEB
R2YSaiAadaé¢ O02dAZ R 2YYlI YR GKAIK g1 3Saé o

175
176
177

National Advocat®2 September 1892.

Sydney Morning Heralt® September 1892.

Shortly afterwards Thomas Clarke was also named as a perpetrator. In A8§asit was reported

that the AttorneyGeneral declined to prosecute the casBathurst Free PregsJuly 1892, 16 August

1892.

B NBEQ& LI AOFGAZY FT2NJ GKS O2yRAGAZ2YFf LIzZNOKLE &8

the grounds that it wasat bonafidet Yy R G KS . 21 NRQ&d RSOAaA2y ¢l & dzZLKS

PLILISEE O2dzNIi® al NBQa a4StSOGA2Y GaF2NXYSR LI NI 2F GfF
O0FYR { YAUKQAa0O thathéfarholiNudkht being ivf SndtiRsSpRYy rédised a strong

St SYSyl 2F a4dzALIAOA2Yy I odzi wKS I NBHdzZSR6 (KS . 21 NR ¢
Molong Expres$4 February 1891

%100 Lives of Bathurs163. See Appendix 1 for biograppfyMartha Ann Hickson.

%0 Bathurst Free Pred® September 1892

91



lllustration 33: Martha Hickson

Men who made their living in similar commonplace occupations are equally difficult to

identify. Once again court and accident newspaper reports provide some inform&toty

yearold John Wren, for example, was convicted of damaging the Fitzpatrick Crown Brewery

after having been dismissed and Alfred White, a jockey and labourer in Bathurst, was

convicted of assault®*/ 2 y 1 NI OG 2 NJ W2 Ky h Q. NRA-8ushing @dd, SR |
James Neasmith was a dayman for the Molong council, Louis Byrne was employed at Lithgow
t200SNE 22N}l a4 DS2NHS D22RgAYy 62NJ SR Fa | LR
hNIK gl & | O2dzyGiNE RSt A @S NEudged: BachRiNfesg el T 2 NJ |
was involved in serious workplace accidents. They also shared a common fate in that they are

largely unknown in the narrative of everyday life in the Central W8st.

The stories of Gertrude Walsbames Neasmitand the others, brieas they are, have value in
themselves in that they recover the lives of individugsuntil now,namelessTheir

circumstances shed light on d&y-day life in the towns andgillages between 1891 and 1893

but also raise question&or example, why wer&ertrude Walsh, Elizabeth Clancy and Jane

Scott identified as being connected with the Salvation Army@NXK | LJA Ay 9f ATl 0S8
associating hewith the Army ,often viewed as attracting disreputable individuals, it was to

cast doubt on her allegatiégn | 31 Ay ad GKS RS aseph Ratt@sbweér&kK S WNE ?

81 Sydney MaiB September 189Bathurst Free Preds May 1891.
¥2Town and Country Journ28 May 1891Molong Expres&3 June 189National Advocatd5 August
1892and9 October 1893Sydney Mail October 1892
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