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PUBLICATIONS 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITIEE 
By April, 1960, the Publications Committee 

expects to publish four new works by members of 
the University. They are-

W. D. BoRRIE and RUTH M. RODGERS: The 
Next Fifteen Years: A Study of Australia's 
Changing Population Structure. 

" This study is a projection of the Aus­
tralian population · to 1975, aimed · at 
illustrating and giving perspective to some 
of the major problems that must arise in the 
future out of past and current population 
structure and immigration policy ". 

R. GoLLAN: Radical and Working Class 
Politics: A study of Eastern Australia 1850-1910. 

This book is " essentially political-history 
written intelligently against the social back­
ground ".-W. K. Hancock. 

J. ZUBRZYCKI (assisted by Nancy Kuskie): 
Immigrants in Australia: A demographic survey 
based upon the 1954 Census. 

" The general purpose of this study is to 
discover the characteristic distributions of 
the several ethnic groups which go to make 
up the population of Australia". 

These three books will be published in associa­
tion with the Melbourne University Press. 
Accompanying Immigrants in Australia will be the 
Statistical Supplement, published by the Univer­
sity and containing " particulars of detailed dis­
tribution and secondary source tables of the statis­
tical material presented in Immigrants in 
Australia". 

Ot.her Publications by Members of the University 
The Kuma: Freedom and Conformity in the 

New Guinea Highlands, by Marie Reay. M.U.P. 
45s. 

Members of the Legislative Assembly of New 
South Wales, 1856-1901, by A. W. Martin and 
P. Wardle. A.N.U. Social Science Monograph 
No. 16. 22s. 6d. 

NEWS OF BOOKS 

After passing through English, Russian and 
Japanese editions, a second English edition of 
Professor Albert's "Selective Toxicity" is now 

being printed and will be published in April 1960. 
This work, which was originally a " Methuen 
Monograph", has been greatly enlarged to keep 
pace with the rapid growth of the subject. 

Dr. D. J . Brown has been commissioned to 
write a volume " The Pyrimidines " for the Inter­
science Series on Heterocyclic Chemistry. 

REVIEWS 
From "The New Scientist'', 1959, p. 529. 

Heterocyclic Chemistry. By Adrian Albert. 
(University of London, Athlone Press, 424 pp., 
45s.). 
Advances in the biological sciences over the 

past twenty years have been closely linked with 
a study of heterocyclic compounds. Not only do 
these occur universally throughout the plant and 
animal kingdoms (enzymes, vitamins, hormones, 
antibiotics, colouring matters, &c.), but a whole 
range of synthetic heterocyclic compounds has 
played an important part in the conquest of 
disease. These connexions are mentioned 
throughout the book. 

Although the foundations of heterocyclic 
chemistry were laid around the turn of the 
century, it is only in the last twenty years that 
the reactivity and properties of heterocyclic com­
pounds have become explicable. Professor Albert 
has been associated with these advances and it is 
most appropriate that his book is weighted in this 
direction. 

Although it is claimed that the work is intended 
as a reference book for research workers, includ­
ing those in biology and medicine, it is the organic 
chemist (both honours student and graduate) who 
will find it of greatest value. It is the first book 
to appear for many years which deals with the 
whole spectrum of the subject in one volume. 
The bulk of the text is divided between hetero­
paraffins, hetero-ethylenics (a somewhat miscel­
laneous collection) and hetero-aromatics. The 
last, having the most individual character, are 
accorded the fullest treatment and are appro­
priately subdivided. Emphasis is laid on the con­
nexion between structure and properties rather 
than on methods of synthesis. This comparative 
method of approach will be especially useful for 
the honours student, who will find that selected 
reading will give him a good overall picture of 



the subject. Not all teachers of heterocyclic 
chemistry will entirely approve of Professor 
Albert's treatment of some theoretical aspects of 
the subject. This should not, however, detract 
unduly from what is a unique book. 

The final chapters deal in greater detail with 
physical aspects, and include many ultraviolet 
spectra, tables of ionization constants, &c. At all 
points in the text suggestions are given for further 
reading. All this in conJunction with over 1,000 
references to the original literature (1930-58) 
serve to make this book a valuable addition to 
the chemical literature. The text is remarkably 
free of typographical errors and the formulae are 
clear. The book is well produced and at 45s. is 
"a good buy". 

Dr. E. J. FORBES, 

(University of Birmingham). 

ANTHROPOLOGY IN THE SOUTH SEAS 

Essays presented to H. D. Skinner. Edited 
by J. D. Freeman and W. R. Geddes. Thomas 
Avery and Sons, New Plymouth, N.Z., 1959, 
pp. 267. 

This handsome, well-produced and interesting 
book is a Festschrift in honour of Dr. Henry 
Devenish Skinner, a distinguished N.Z. scholar 
whose contributions to the anthropology of the 
Pacific region span almost half a century. A 
bibliography of his writings-no doubt a selected 
one-which is included in the book lists more 
than 150 entries. He was the first teacher of 
anthropology at any University (Otago) in the 
southern hemisphere, and his influence has been 
such that he has equality of rank in New Zealand 
with such men as Elsdon Best and Sir Peter Buck. 
It is a tribute to the esteem in which he is held 
that a number of the essays brought together in 
his honour are the work of scholars who, some 
his own students and all acknowledging his influ­
ence on them, went on to attain distinction in the 
same or related fields. 

The Australian National University was well 
represented in the conception and production of 
the book. Dr. J. D. Freeman was co-editor and 
author of the introduction and one of the essays. 
Professor W. D. Borrie contributed a paper, and 
the map of the Pacific used as end-papers was 
drawn by Mr. H. E. Gunther, cartographer of 
the Research School of Pacific Studies. 

29 

A Festschrift usually shows in an interesting 
way how the influence of a leader or teacher 
rarifies even when there has been an attempt to 
found a school of thought. Skinner's interests 
were far too wide to have admitted of such a 
narrowing-there is always a narrowing of 
horizon when a school of thought develops 
though the narrowing is not always a sharpening 
-and in any case, as Dr. Freeman's appreciative 
introductory memoir makes clear, Skinner is not 
the kind of scholar who casts himself in such a 
role. On the other hand, he stood almost from 
the beginning for a stringent method of research. 
He insisted on a typological approach, and 
showed that it can be imaginative as well as 
exact. Some of his hypotheses about Pacific 
culture-history still seem speculatively bold, but 
they were at least well-grounded in method. As 
one of the contributors to the volume says: " his 
message was the importance of the geographical 
distribution of culture traits; the belief that no 
trait can yield its full meaning except in the light 
of its geographical range, and no less, its devel­
opment in time. He taught us to study cultures 
as a biologist studies species, defining and classi­
fying them with precision, comparing them in 
space and time ". With a small change of terms 
this might very well stand as a description of the 
ideal which animates all the contributors to the 
volume, distinctive as their fields of study, maybe. 

Apart from the memoir and bibliography, there 
are eleven essays in the book, all based on 
original research, and all but two dealing with 
Polynesian topics. The exceptions are the studies 
by Catherine H . Berndt of " the ascription of 
meaning in a ceremonial context'', which deals 
with certain New Guinea peoples, and by W. R. 
Geddes on " Fijian social structure in a period 
of transition". The other studies fall into four 
groups. There are two papers on New Zealand 
prehistory (Jack Golson and Leslie Lockerbie) , 
three on important implications of items of 
material culture (T. T. Barrow, Roger Duff and 
Raymond Firth) , three on the dynamics of Poly­
nesian life (J. D . Freeman, Angus Ross and John 
Booth), and a study of Maori population by 
W. D. Borrie. The essays are all of excellent 
quality, arid give the book value in its own right. 

The standard of binding, printing and format 
generally is good. There are 28 half-tone plates 
and 34 drawn figures and diagrams of first-rate 
quality. 

W.E.H.S. 
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PRINCIPAL DATES 1960 

January-
4. M.-University Office re-opens. 

February-
1. M.-Australia Day-University Office 

closed. 
12. F.-Finance Committee. 

Standing Committee. 
26. F .-Board of Graduate Studies. 

March-
10. Th.-First Term begins. 

Finance Committee. 
Commencement Dinner-Univer­

sity House. 
11. F.-Council. 
25. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 

April-

8. F.-Finance Committee. 
Standing Committee. 

15. F.-Good Friday /University Office 
18. M.-Easter Monday S closed. 
22. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 
25. M.-Anzac Day-University Office 

closed. 

May-
12. Th.-Finance Committee. 
13. F.-Council. 

Conferring of Degrees. 
20. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 
21. Sa.-First Term ends. 

lune-
10. F.-Finance Committee. 

Standing Committee. 
13. M.-Queen's Birthday-University Office 

closed. 
14. T.-Second Term begins. 

Commencement Dinner-University 
House. 

24. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 

July-

7. Th.-Finance Committee. 
8. F.-Council. 

29. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 

August-

12. F.-Finance Committee. 
Standing Committee. 

13 Sa.-Second Term ends. 

September-

s. M.-Third Terms begins. 
Commencement Dinner-Univer­

sity House. 
8. Th.-Finance Committee. 
9. F.-Council. 

30. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 

October-

3. M.-Labour Day-University Office 
closed. 

14. F .-Finance Committee. 
Standing Committee. 

28. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 

November-

10. Th.-Finance Committee. 
11. F.-Council. 
25. F.-Board of Graduate Studies. 

December-

9. F.-Finance Committee. 
Standing Committee. 

10. Sa.-Third Term ends. 
25. Su.-Christmas Day. 
26. M.-Boxing Day- University 

closed until Tuesday, 
January, 1961. 

Office 
3rd 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY 

TRAVELLING SCHOLARSHIPS 

Applications are invited for the award of two 
Travelling Scholarships. It is intended that the 
awards should enable the successful applicants to 
carry out research abroad and to make contacts 
in their chosen fields. Those eligible to apply 
are-

( a) Former Research Students of the Uni­
versity who have successfully taken 
the examination for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in the Uni­
versity, provided that the Council's 
decision to admit to the degree was 
within two years of the closing date 
of applications; 

(b) Research Students who expect to com­
plete the examination for the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy of the 
University before the closing date of 
applications; 

(c) Research Fellows of the University. 

The awards will be for a period of twelve 
months, or, in the case of high cost countries for 
such shorter period, not being less than 8 months, 
as is determined by the Vice-Chancellor. In no 
circumstances will the grant be renewed or sup­
plemented, except that the Vice-Chancellor may 
approve payment of registration, laboratory or 
other fees necessarily incurred, 
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The value of the awards, inclusive of fares, will 
be £Al,250 if single, and £Al,750 if married. 

Applications must be lodged with the Registrar 
by Monday, 25th April, 1960. It is hoped that 
awards can be announced about six weeks after 
the closing date. 

Applications should include the following 
information-

Curriculum vitae; 
Details of the research to be undertaken and 

the centres to be visited; 
Approximate date on which it is proposed to 

take up the award; 
Details of other resources available for this 

purpose, e.g., any other awards held or 
applied for; leave with pay from present 
post; 

Present intention as to next work, after 
conclusion of this scholarship, if awarded; 
type of post sought and country. 

FEDERATION OF BRITISH INDUSTRIES-­
OVERSEAS ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIPS. 

The Federation of British Industries is once 
again offering a number of scholarships to young 
Australian engineers wishing to receive training 
in the United Kingdom. 

Enquiries should be made to the Australian 
Selection Committee, F.B.I. Overseas Engineering 
Scholarships, Commonwealth Office of Education, 
,50 Miller Street, North Sydney, N.S,W, 

By Authority; A. J. ARTHUR, Commonwealth Government Printer, Canberra. 
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