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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Annual Examination - November 1973
FRENCH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE I
THIRD PAPER

PRESCRIBED BOOKS

Time allowed : Three hours

Answer FOUR questions in English or in French.
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Discuss the best and worst things in Le diable“au corps.
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"Verisimilitude of character portrayal, tragic intensity of

narrative, poetic symbolism of background and atmosphere —

all these contribute their share toward making Thérese

Desqueyroux a true masterpiece."  Discuss.
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Do you agree with the statement: 'L'enfer de Thérése, c'est
elle, elle seule; elle est sa propre prison'"? Or do you
believe that it is also true that for her '"L'enfer, c'est les
autres'?

In Pilote de guerre Saint-Exupéry uses war as a contemporary
manifestation, in fact as a symbol, of the Absurd. What
symbols of the Absurd do you find in his pre-war novel

Vol de nuit?

Choose ONE of the following extracts from Victor Hugo and write
a commentary on it, saying what it conveys to you in the way of
feeling, mood, attitudes or even ideas; what the poet's
intention was (if possible placing it in his output) and how far
he achieves this; and most important, what means are employed
to this end (mentioning vocabulary, sounds, rhythms, imagery and
so on):

(a) Devant la blanche ferme ol parfois vers midi
Un vieillard vient s'asseoir sur le seuil attiédi,
04 cent poules gaTment mé€lent leurs crétes rouges,
Oi, gardiens du sommeil, les dogues dans leurs bouges
Ecoutent les chansons du gardien du réveil,
Du beau coq vernissé qui reluit au soleil,
Une vache était 13, tout 3 1l'heure arrétée.
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