
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































194,

There are important guatiftications to this generai picture of

the chiefs pursuing their own aggrandilsement and the commoners (1ed by the

big peasants) resisting them.

Firstly not all chiefe were €quals, socially

or economically. For example, under the Native Authority system both

official emoluments and incomes from stool lands and other sSources wvaried

widely. In 1947-L8 the Okyenhene, Nana Ofori Atts IT, received an
emolument of % 1,048 plus a car allowance.

Fia of Peki

Another paramount el et itiae
,» received & 96 per annum, about the same amount

divisional chief in Akim Abuakwa (Hailey 1951:207).

as a sub-=

Obviously the incomes
from chiefly economic interests varied as much.

Second, and more important, the reclproeity

relationship
between the chiefs ang the colonial

government benefited the paramount
chief's more than the divisional chiefs.

I'he establishment of Provineisl

vounecils in the 1020s and the Joint Provincial Council in 1932 inauvsurated

a consultative political System open only to paramount ghiels, Alce the

1927 Native Authority Ordinance enhanced the powers of paramount chiefs at

the expense of their divisional chiefs (Kimble 1963:497-8).

thecolonial administration

Examples of

's intervention in support of the interests

of the paramount are not rare. e 1935 the ecolonial government intervened

on behalf of the Okyenhene who was in dispute with the ohene of Asamankese
(cf note 2).

In 1945 the colonial government allowed the Asantehene the

- states (Triulzi

1972:99-100).

Finally the reeliprocity relationship between the chiefs (especially

the paramounts) and the colonial government was not without tension.  The

chiefs, as large capitalist cocos farmers.

1937-38 (Howard e arL=2 ) .

supported the cocoa boycott in

1his ‘support conflicted with the desires of
the colonial government to quash the movement.

(T3, Tre Big Peasants

The big peasant class contained a variely of elements. It

contalned cash cropping

lormer aristocrats as well as dominant or enterprising
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